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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Following the resolution of the nationwide
student protests over examination-related
issues, allegations emerged regarding
continued police action against protesters in
several States.
The issue has brought into focus the
constitutional protection of peaceful protest,
the scope of reasonable restrictions, and the
distribution of powers between the Union and
States regarding maintenance of public order.

Key Points
Right to peaceful protest is protected under
Article 19(1)(a) and Article 19(1)(b).
These rights are subject to reasonable
restrictions under Articles 19(2) and 19(3) in
the interests of:

Sovereignty and integrity of India
Security of the State
Public order

Public Order and Police are State subjects
under the Seventh Schedule (State List).
Arrests and criminal proceedings must
conform to Article 21 and principles of due
process.
Courts have consistently upheld that peaceful
protest is a constitutional right but cannot
result in prolonged obstruction of public
spaces or violence.

Static Linkages
Articles 19(1)(a), 19(1)(b), 19(2), 19(3), 21.

State ListEntry 1 – Public Order
Entry 2 – Police
Concurrent ListCriminal Law
Criminal Procedure

Rule of Law and Natural Justice.
D.K. Basu v. State of West Bengal (1997) –
Arrest safeguards.
Prakash Singh v. Union of India (2006) – Police
reforms.
Amit Sahni v. Commissioner of Police (2020) –
Right to protest cannot indefinitely occupy
public spaces.

Critical Analysis
Issues

Balancing Fundamental Rights with
maintenance of public order.
Scope of executive discretion in handling
public protests.
Need for uniform adherence to constitutional
safeguards during arrests.
Importance of dialogue over coercive
measures in democratic governance.

Constitutional Perspective
Peaceful dissent is an essential feature of
constitutional democracy.
Restrictions must satisfy the tests of legality,
necessity and proportionality.
Police action should remain consistent with
judicial guidelines and procedural safeguards.

Challenges
Distinguishing peaceful protesters from violent
elements.
Political polarization during mass protests.
Coordination between Union and State
authorities.
Preventing misuse of criminal law while
ensuring accountability for violence.

Way Forward
Ensure strict compliance with constitutional
protections under Article 19.
Implement Supreme Court directions on police
reforms.
Strengthen institutional mechanisms for
dialogue and grievance redressal.
Ensure transparent and proportionate policing.
Expedite judicial review of cases involving
peaceful protesters.
Improve accountability through independent
oversight of police actions.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Supreme Court directed the Uttar Pradesh
Government to include an independent
forensic auditor in the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing alleged misappropriation of
donations of the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust.
The Court emphasized an impartial and
transparent investigation and sought a status
report within two weeks.
Petitions sought a CBI probe, forensic audit,
and preservation of financial records.

Key Points
Forensic Auditor to be included in the SIT to
examine financial transactions.
Supreme Court is monitoring the investigation
through periodic status reports.
Petitioners sought:

Court-monitored investigation.
CBI investigation.
Forensic audit of trust finances.
Preservation of physical and digital
financial records.

Court deferred directions regarding public
disclosure of donation receipts until
investigation progresses.

Static Linkages
Article 32 – Right to Constitutional Remedies.
Article 136 – Special Leave Petition (SLP).
Article 142 – Power of the Supreme Court to do
complete justice.
Articles 148–151 – Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG).
Special Investigation Team (SIT) – Constituted
through executive or judicial orders for
complex investigations.

Forensic AuditDetects fraud, diversion of
funds and financial irregularities.
Findings are admissible as evidence subject
to legal provisions.

Public Trust Doctrine – Public authorities must
act as trustees of public interest.
Rule of Law and Accountability are basic
features of constitutional governance.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reinforces judicial oversight in sensitive
financial investigations.
Improves credibility through independent
forensic expertise.
Strengthens accountability of institutions
managing public donations.
Promotes transparency while safeguarding due
process.

Challenges
Balancing judicial oversight with executive
investigation.
Ensuring timely completion of investigation.
Preserving integrity of digital financial
evidence.
Maintaining public confidence without
prejudicing the investigation.

Way Forward
Adopt time-bound investigations in financial
fraud cases.
Institutionalize forensic audits in cases
involving large public donations.
Strengthen digital record management and
evidence preservation.
Promote periodic independent audits of public
charitable institutions.
Ensure transparency without compromising
ongoing investigations.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Ministry of Power released the draft CAFE
III norms (July 2026) for passenger vehicles.
The norms propose reducing fleet-average
emissions from ~113 gCO₂/km to 77 gCO₂/km by
FY2031-32.
The objective is to improve fuel efficiency,
reduce crude oil imports, lower carbon
emissions, and promote cleaner mobility.
The proposal assumes significance in the
context of India's Net Zero by 2070 target and
increasing energy security concerns.

Key Points
What is CAFE?

CAFE (Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency)
prescribes fleet-average fuel
efficiency/emission targets for automobile
manufacturers.
Compliance is based on the sales-weighted
average of all passenger vehicles sold by a
manufacturer, not individual models.
Implemented in India under the Energy
Conservation Act, 2001 through the Bureau of
Energy Efficiency (BEE).

Major Features of Draft CAFE III
Fleet-average emission target reduced to 77
gCO₂/km by FY2031-32.
Removal of preferential treatment for small
cars.
Carbon Neutrality Factor for vehicles
compatible with alternative fuels (e.g., higher
ethanol blends).
Super Credits for:

Battery Electric Vehicles (BEVs)

Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicles (PHEVs)
Strong Hybrid Vehicles
Flex-fuel Vehicles

Banking and trading of compliance credits.
Manufacturers can purchase compliance
credits from BEE if required.
Compliance assessed over multi-year blocks
instead of annually.

Global Best Practices
USA: Introduced CAFE standards in 1975 after
the oil crisis.
China: Adopted the Dual Credit System (2018)
combining fuel-efficiency standards with
mandatory New Energy Vehicle (NEV) credits.

IEA Global EV Outlook 2026China: ~55% EV
share in new passenger vehicle sales (2025)
EU: ~27%
USA: ~10%
India: ~4%

Why is it Important for India?
India imports nearly 85% of its crude oil
requirement.
Improves energy security.
Supports Nationally Determined Contributions
(NDCs) under the Paris Agreement.
Reduces greenhouse gas emissions and fuel
consumption.
Encourages innovation in clean mobility
technologies.

Static Linkages
Energy Conservation Act, 2001
Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE)
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)
Paris Agreement
Net Zero by 2070
Bharat Stage (BS-VI) emission standards
National Electric Mobility Mission Plan
(NEMMP)
PM E-DRIVE/FAME schemes
Ethanol Blended Petrol (E20) Programme
India's Energy Security

Critical Analysis
Positives

Reduces dependence on imported crude oil.
Promotes fuel-efficient and cleaner vehicles.
Supports India's climate commitments.
Encourages technological innovation.
Strengthens long-term energy security.

Concerns
Multiple flexibility provisions may dilute
emission reductions.
Super credits can reduce actual EV adoption.
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Credit purchase mechanism may weaken
compliance incentives.
Charging infrastructure and battery ecosystem
remain inadequate.
Regulatory uncertainty over higher ethanol
blends.

Way Forward
Gradually tighten CAFE standards in line with
global benchmarks.
Strengthen EV charging infrastructure.
Promote domestic battery manufacturing.
Develop a transparent carbon credit market.
Align fuel-efficiency regulations with long-term
energy security and climate goals.
Ensure stable policy support for clean mobility
technologies.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

India is strengthening its AI ecosystem through
the IndiaAI Mission, AI Governance Guidelines
(2025) and BHASHINI.
The current policy debate focuses on ensuring
that AI-driven economic growth is inclusive,
particularly for women in the informal sector,
to achieve Viksit Bharat@2047.
The issue highlights the need for gender-
responsive AI governance, digital inclusion and
ethical AI deployment.

Key Points
Workforce & Gender

82% of working women are employed in the
informal sector (ILO, 2018).
76.9% of rural women workers are engaged in
agriculture (PLFS 2023-24).

AI Governance
India AI Governance Guidelines (2025)
emphasize: Fairness, Equity, Transparency,
Accountability, Privacy, Safety

AI in Agriculture
Applications include:

Precision farming
Crop disease detection
Weather advisories
Market intelligence
Input optimization

Evidence
Farmer.Chat Study (2024):

Conducted across 12 States.
61% of women users reported improved
quality of life.
Women showed 2–3 times higher
engagement than men.

Governance Priorities
Gender Impact Assessment for AI systems
affecting:

Credit

Employment
Welfare delivery

Promote AI literacy through:
DAY-NRLM
DDU-GKY
Skill India Mission
Mission Shakti

Digital Safety
Address:

Deepfakes
Online harassment
AI-generated harmful content

Strengthen implementation of IT Rules, 2021
and AI content labelling.

Static Linkages
Equality before Law.
Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of sex.
Right to Life (dignity and privacy).
Directive Principles promoting equal livelihood
opportunities.
Women empowerment and inclusive growth.
Digital Public Infrastructure.
Ethical AI:

Fairness
Transparency
Accountability
Explainability

Critical Analysis
Positives

Improves agricultural productivity.
Enhances women's financial inclusion.
Better access to markets and government
services.
Promotes multilingual digital inclusion.
Supports inclusive economic growth.

Challenges
Gender bias in AI algorithms.
Digital divide.
Low AI literacy.
Data privacy concerns.
Deepfakes and cyber violence.
Limited explainability of AI systems.

Way Forward
Institutionalize Gender Impact Assessment for
AI.
Expand AI literacy through livelihood missions.
Strengthen multilingual AI platforms like
BHASHINI.
Improve digital infrastructure in rural areas.
Strengthen cyber safety and grievance
redressal.
Ensure transparent and explainable AI in public
services.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The U.S. and Saudi Arabia announced a civil
nuclear cooperation agreement.
The announcement came amid heightened
tensions following the U.S.-Iran conflict over
Iran's nuclear programme.
The U.S. later linked the deal to Saudi Arabia
joining the Abraham Accords.
Reports suggest the deal may permit uranium
enrichment in Saudi Arabia without mandating
adoption of the IAEA Additional Protocol,
raising proliferation concerns.

Key Points
Saudi Arabia aims to develop nuclear energy
under Vision 2030 to diversify its economy
beyond oil.
Nuclear power would:

Meet rising electricity demand.
Support AI and industrial growth.
Increase oil exports by reducing domestic
oil consumption.

Saudi Arabia is a party to the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT).
The deal reportedly allows the possibility of
uranium enrichment, unlike the U.S. position on
Iran.

Non-mandatory adoption of the IAEA Additional
Protocol has raised concerns regarding
transparency and verification.
The agreement could influence:

Iran-U.S. nuclear negotiations.
Middle East strategic balance.
Global non-proliferation regime.

Static Linkages
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT),
1968Effective from 1970.
Three pillars:

Non-proliferation
Peaceful use of nuclear energy
Nuclear disarmament

India is not a signatory to the NPT.
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA)Established: 1957
Headquarters: Vienna, Austria
Objective: Promote peaceful use of nuclear
energy through safeguards.
IAEA Additional ProtocolExpands inspection
powers.
Enables short-notice inspections.
Uranium EnrichmentLow-Enriched Uranium
(LEU): Civilian reactors.
Highly Enriched Uranium (HEU): Potential use in
nuclear weapons.
Abraham Accords (2020)Normalisation
agreements between Israel and several Arab
nations.
Vision 2030Saudi Arabia's economic
diversification programme.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Supports Saudi Arabia's energy diversification.
Reduces dependence on fossil fuels.
Strengthens U.S.–Saudi strategic partnership.
Expands peaceful nuclear energy cooperation.

Challenges
Risk of nuclear proliferation through uranium
enrichment.
Weakens consistency of the global non-proliferation
regime.
Absence of mandatory IAEA Additional Protocol
reduces transparency.
May intensify nuclear competition in West Asia.
Could complicate future Iran nuclear negotiations.

Way Forward
Strengthen IAEA safeguard mechanisms.
Encourage adoption of the IAEA Additional Protocol.
Maintain uniform standards for civilian nuclear
cooperation.
Promote diplomatic engagement to prevent regional
nuclear arms competition.
Ensure peaceful use of nuclear technology through
transparent verification.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Union Government has constituted a high-
level committee chaired by Nandan Nilekani to
recommend reforms in India's public
examination system following recurring
incidents of examination paper leaks and
irregularities.
The committee will suggest measures to
improve the security, transparency, credibility
and integrity of public examinations through
technological and institutional reforms.
The issue has highlighted the need for stronger
governance, accountability and public trust in
examination bodies.

Key Points
Public examinations are the primary basis for:

Government recruitment
Higher education admissions
Merit-based selection

Major concerns:
Question paper leaks
Organised cheating
Weak institutional accountability
Loss of public trust

Technology-based reforms proposed:
End-to-end encryption
Secure digital transmission
Biometric authentication
AI-enabled monitoring
Digital audit trails

Technology must be complemented by:
Transparent appointments
Institutional integrity
Independent oversight
Strict accountability mechanisms

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before Law.

Article 16 – Equality of Opportunity in Public
Employment.
Rule of Law.
Principles of Good Governance:

Transparency
Accountability
Efficiency
Responsiveness

Ethics in Public Administration:
Integrity
Probity
Objectivity
Accountability

E-Governance for efficient public service
delivery.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Protects meritocracy.
Ensures fair recruitment.
Strengthens public confidence.
Improves institutional credibility.
Supports constitutional equality.

Challenges
Cybersecurity threats.
Organised examination mafias.
Administrative corruption.
Weak institutional accountability.
Technology alone cannot ensure integrity.

Way Forward
Independent examination regulator.
End-to-end encrypted examination process.
Regular security audits.
Transparent appointments in examination
bodies.
Time-bound investigation of paper leaks.
Strict criminal penalties for organised cheating.
Capacity building of examination authorities.
Strengthen ethical governance along with
technology.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Following recent incidents of paper leaks in
public examinations, the Union Government
has initiated major reforms to strengthen the
integrity of recruitment and entrance
examinations.
A High-Level Task Force headed by Nandan
Nilekani has been constituted to recommend
technology-driven reforms for secure and
transparent examinations.
The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Amendment Bill, 2026 has been
introduced to strengthen the legal framework
against examination malpractices.
The reforms aim to improve the functioning of
examination agencies such as the National
Testing Agency (NTA) and restore public
confidence.

Key Points 
Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means)
Act, 2024

Enacted to prevent unfair means in specified
public examinations.
Covers examinations conducted by:

UPSC, SSC, Railway Recruitment Boards
(RRBs), NTA, IBPS, Other notified Central
authorities

Targets organised paper leaks and cheating
syndicates.
Provides stringent punishment including
imprisonment and heavy fines.

Major Proposed Reforms (2026)
High-Level Task Force under Nandan Nilekani.
Fast-track courts for examination-related offences.
Time-bound investigation and prosecution.
End-to-end encryption of question papers.
Controlled digital access and audit trails.
Randomisation of question papers and examination
centres.
Third-party security audits.
Greater accountability of technology vendors.
Expansion of Computer-Based Testing (CBT).

National Testing Agency (NTA)
Established in 2017.
Functions under the Ministry of Education.
Conducts major entrance examinations such as:

NEET (UG), JEE (Main), CUET, UGC-NET
Objective:

Standardised, Transparent, Efficient testing system.

Static Linkages
Equality of Opportunity in Public Employment (Article
16)
Rule of Law
Transparency and Accountability in Governance
E-Governance
Digital Public Infrastructure
Cyber Security in Public Administration
Good Governance Principles
Criminal Justice Administration
Merit-based Recruitment
Public Trust in Institutions

Critical Analysis
Significance

Protects merit-based recruitment.
Improves credibility of public examinations.
Reduces organised examination fraud.
Strengthens digital governance.
Enhances public trust in institutions.
Supports Ease of Living through efficient recruitment.

Challenges
Cybersecurity threats to digital examinations.
Capacity constraints of investigation agencies.
Digital divide affecting CBT.
Coordination issues between Centre and States.
Dependence on private technology vendors.
Need for robust data protection mechanisms.

Way Forward
Establish an independent National Examination
Security Authority.
Adopt AI-based monitoring and anomaly detection.
Mandatory annual cybersecurity audits.
Strengthen digital forensic capabilities.
Standardised examination security protocols across
agencies.
Capacity building of examination officials.
Greater Centre–State coordination.
Continuous review of legal provisions against emerging
cyber threats.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Following nationwide protests over recurring
paper leaks and examination irregularities, the
Union Government constituted a High-Level
Task Force to recommend reforms in India's
public examination system.
The committee is chaired by Nandan Nilekani
and includes experts from technology,
education, and public administration.
The objective is to improve the credibility,
transparency, security, and efficiency of public
examinations.

Key Points
Focus on systemic reforms, not merely crisis
management.
Likely areas of reform:

Secure digital examination ecosystem.
Strengthening institutional accountability.
AI-enabled monitoring and fraud detection.
Transparent recruitment and admission
processes.
Time-bound implementation of reforms.

Highlights the need to align examinations with
the changing AI-driven labour market.
Emphasizes improving governance of
examination bodies like the National Testing
Agency (NTA).

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before law.
Article 16 – Equality of opportunity in public
employment.

Article 21A – Right to Education (6–14 years).
National Education Policy (NEP), 2020

Competency-based assessment.
Technology-enabled education.
Digital governance.

Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Act, 2024

Prevents paper leaks and unfair means in
notified public examinations.
Prescribes stringent punishment for
organized examination fraud.

Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) as a
governance tool.
Principles of Good Governance:

Transparency
Accountability
Efficiency
Rule of Law

Critical Analysis
Significance

Restores credibility of public examinations.
Promotes merit-based recruitment.
Strengthens institutional governance.
Supports Digital India and AI adoption.
Enhances trust in public institutions.

Challenges
Weak implementation of previous reform
recommendations.
Cybersecurity risks in digital examinations.
Coordination among multiple examination
agencies.
Digital divide affecting accessibility.
Need for continuous technological
upgradation.

Way Forward
Implement recommendations through a time-
bound roadmap.
Strengthen accountability of examination
agencies.
Use AI and secure digital infrastructure to
prevent malpractice.
Conduct regular third-party security audits.
Establish an independent examination
regulatory mechanism.
Improve grievance redressal and transparency.
Align examination reforms with future skill
requirements under NEP 2020.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Recent meeting between Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and U.S. President Donald
Trump highlighted differences over:

Israel-Iran conflict.
Gaza war.
Israel's military operations in Lebanon.
U.S.-Saudi Arabia Civil Nuclear
Cooperation.

The developments indicate evolving
geopolitical dynamics in West Asia, with
implications for regional security and India's
interests.

Key Points
The United States remains Israel's principal
strategic, military and diplomatic partner.
Israel is concerned that the proposed U.S.-
Saudi civil nuclear cooperation could alter the
regional strategic balance.
The U.S. seeks:

Ceasefire and hostage negotiations in Gaza.
Greater humanitarian access.
Regional stability through Arab
participation.

Israel has shown willingness to discuss:
Security arrangements in Southern
Lebanon.
Multinational administration/security
mechanism in post-conflict Gaza.

Domestic political opinion in the U.S. is
becoming increasingly divided regarding
military assistance to Israel.

Static Linkages
Six-Day War (1967) and its geopolitical
significance.
Arab-Israeli Conflict and the Palestine issue.
Two-State Solution.
Abraham Accords (2020).
International Criminal Court (ICC).
Geneva Conventions (1949).
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).
IAEA safeguards for civilian nuclear
cooperation.
UN Security Council and conflict resolution.
Strategic importance of West Asia for:

Energy security.
Maritime trade (Suez Canal, Strait of
Hormuz, Bab-el-Mandeb).
Indian diaspora.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reflects changing strategic priorities within the
U.S.-Israel alliance.
May reshape the security architecture of West
Asia.
Impacts regional power balance involving Iran,
Saudi Arabia and Israel.

Challenges
Escalation of regional conflicts.
Humanitarian crisis in Gaza.
Risk of wider regional war involving Iran and its
proxies.
Nuclear proliferation concerns arising from
civilian nuclear cooperation.
Declining bipartisan political support for Israel
within the U.S.

Implications for India
Energy security due to dependence on West
Asian oil imports.
Safety of the Indian diaspora.
Stability of maritime trade routes.
Continuation of India's policy of strategic
autonomy and balanced engagement with all
regional stakeholders.

Way Forward
Promote diplomatic resolution through
dialogue.
Support humanitarian assistance and
adherence to International Humanitarian Law.
Strengthen regional confidence-building
measures.
Prevent nuclear proliferation through robust
international safeguards.
Continue India's balanced and issue-based
diplomacy in West Asia.
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