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CJP warns of fresh protests over
government’s ‘breach of promise’

Centre viokating assurance of not taking action against protesters, says Cockroach Yanta Party; hundreds of students held
while many are under surveillance, says spokesperson; Bihar withdraws FIRs: Bengal and Assam follow suit, says the CIP

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

e Cockroach Janta
Farty (C]F) on Mon-
day wamed of

fresh protests, acousing the

Centre of violating lts assu-

rance that no punitive ac-

tion would be taken
agaiined profesters.

“We are cheerving 3
complete bresch of the
agreement regasding no
police action against the
protesters. Hundreds of
students have been arrest-
ed in Bihar and Bengal,
and hundreds are being

Hed/h d in Dl
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P Iacders Sauran Das, oentre, and Ashutosh Ranika, ight, with Rajya Sabia MP Kapi Sial and others

hi and oiher States.” GIP
spokesperson  Ashutcsh
Fanlea said in a poston X.
The statement came fol-
lowing reports of crack-
dorwrs o Volimibeers aksist-
ing protesters  with
loggistics in varkous States.
The Bihar government
announced later in the
evening that i was with-
drawing all FIRs against
protesters registered be-
fore § pum. o July 26. FlRs
in West Bengal and Assam
have also been withdrawn,
the CIP said on Monday

However, Mr. Ranka, in
& late-night post, said vo
lunteers from Rajasthan
were being harassed and
demanded  coordinstion
between the Centre and
State greernments io with-
draw FIRs. The COJF was
awaiting a written agree-
ment from the Centre by

, he

In Utear Pradesh, Samaj-
wanddi Parry beader Akhilesh
Yadyv alleged that many
srudents in Prayagrsj have

L MOORTHY

been abducted by a special
eam of police in a vehicle
withiout nusmiber plites.

Continued erackdown
“Under the guise of the
Prayagraj prodest, many
sudents have been

up by the LLF, Police’s spe-
clal team in an unmarked
wvehicke. When the Union
government had promised
that no action would be ta-
ken against any student,
then on whese orders is
such deceit taking place,”
Mr. Vadav wrate in a post
an X, alio posting 2 video
niews report in support of
his elsims. The Prayagraj
police have registered two
FIRs at the Civil Lines pol-
ice station in connection
with the alleged vandalism
of two SUVS and attack
during Saturday's student
protest.

Rafya Sabha MP and se-
nkor advocate Kapil Sibal,
who addressed a press
conference with CJP lead-
ers on Mondsy, said if go-
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vernments file FIRs aginst

who  peacefully
protested in different fars
of the coumntry, the CJP will
ereate a framework 1o
track the affected people.
“They (CF) will create a
website  where  lawyers
who are willing to provide
help can register their
rmames, bocation and the
kind of help they can offer.
| will personally contribute
£l crore... our lawyers will
support them across In-
dlia® e said.

In KDW-ruled Bihar, the
police issued a statement
saying a total of 694 indivi-
dhuads were taken into ous-
tody across the State fol
bowing a protest on July 25.
Among those  detained,
339 minors and students
were released  following
werification, and 355 indhi-
disads. involved in violent
incidents have been pro-
dusced before the court,

In BjPrided West Ben-
gal, Kodkata Police on Mot
day arvested two moee per-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News
e Following the resolution of the nationwide
student protests over examination-related
issues, allegations emerged regarding
continued police action against protesters in

several States.
e Theissue has brought into focus the

sonsin connection with the
) b .

e exid, adding that euli-
ple reports have emenged
in Dethi about the deten:
tion of volunteers whao sup
ported the protesters with

n Saturday, the P
called off a 36-day protest
at Jantar Mantar in Delhi af-
ter the Union governanent
agreed 1o its three main de-
mands, including the resig-
nation  of Dharmendra
Pradhan as Education Mi-
nister. “We demand that all
the FIRS against the protes-
ters be immediately with-
drawn, students be re
leased and no future FIRs
be fibed Gin line with our
agreement) by Delhi pol-
befCentral  investigative

v

planade area following a

police crackdown on prot-

esters demanding the re-

sigmation of Mr: Pradhan.
With this, the total sum-

ber of arrests after the vio-

conference, Mr. Ranka reit
erated the Centre’s assu-
rances given during the
thind round of talks on july
Lt

"We had submitted a
written draft of this agree-
ment b P, Naddai and i
tendra, Singhji, and i8 was
agreed that the gowern-
ment would share its writ-
ten copy of the agreement
with us by Tuesday. If the

youth, and protesters who
have been arresied or de-
tained in different States
e ot feleased, the Cock-
roach Janta Party will once
aqgain be forzed 1o protes,”

g P in BIP-al
bed Seates, faling which
we will be forced 1o &t on
protest again,” Mr. Rafka
sald.  Congress-affilisted
National Students’ Union
of India also accused the
Centre of going back on i
prosmise.

Congress MP Deepen:
der Singh Hooda sald in a
post on X, “Multiple plat:
forms are reporting that
Jantar Mantar protesters
and alsa protesters elsewh:
ere are being targeted by
authorities. This contrad-
icts the promise msde by
the government. If anyone
needs legal aid/ support,
contact my team by tag
ging @ TeamDeepender™
(Wirh npuats from Nikhil M.
Babue in Delhi, Semjiuti Sen-
gupta in Kolkata, Mayank
Kumar in Luckncw, Amil
Bhvelari ard Amarnarh Tew-
ary irs Pana)
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constitutional protection of peaceful protest,
the scope of reasonable restrictions, and the

distribution of powers between the Union and
States regarding maintenance of public order.

Key Points

* Right to peaceful protest is protected under
Article 19(1)(a) and Article 19(1)(b).

e These rights are subject to reasonable
restrictions under Articles 19(2) and 19(3) in
the interests of:

o Sovereignty and integrity of India
o Security of the State
o Public order

e Public Order and Police are State subjects
under the Seventh Schedule (State List).

* Arrests and criminal proceedings must
conform to Article 21 and principles of due
process.

e Courts have consistently upheld that peaceful
protest is a constitutional right but cannot
result in prolonged obstruction of public
spaces or violence.

Static Linkages

Articles 19(1)(a), 19(1)(b), 19(2), 19(3), 21.

o State ListEntry 1 - Public Order

o Entry 2 - Police

o Concurrent ListCriminal Law

o Criminal Procedure
Rule of Law and Natural Justice.
D.K. Basu v. State of West Bengal (1997) -
Arrest safeguards.
Prakash Singh v. Union of India (2006) - Police
reforms.
Amit Sahni v. Commissioner of Police (2020) -
Right to protest cannot indefinitely occupy
public spaces.

Critical Analysis
Issues

Balancing Fundamental Rights with
maintenance of public order.

Scope of executive discretion in handling
public protests.

Need for uniform adherence to constitutional
safeguards during arrests.

Importance of dialogue over coercive
measures in democratic governance.

Constitutional Perspective

Peaceful dissent is an essential feature of
constitutional democracy.

Restrictions must satisfy the tests of legality,
necessity and proportionality.

Police action should remain consistent with

judicial guidelines and procedural safeguards.

Challenges

Distinguishing peaceful protesters from violent
elements.

Political polarization during mass protests.
Coordination between Union and State
authorities.

Preventing misuse of criminal law while
ensuring accountability for violence.

Way Forward

Ensure strict compliance with constitutional
protections under Article 19.

Implement Supreme Court directions on police
reforms.

Strengthen institutional mechanisms for
dialogue and grievance redressal.

Ensure transparent and proportionate policing.
Expedite judicial review of cases involving
peaceful protesters.

Improve accountability through independent
oversight of police actions.



Include independent auditor in temple SIT: SC

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

Calling for a “gualitative
and impartial® investiga-
tion, the Supreme Court
on Monday directed the Ur-
tar Pradesh government to
include an independent fio-
rensic auditor in the recon-
stituted Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) probing
the alleged theft of dona-
tions at the Shri Ram Jan-
mabhoomi  Temple in

Ayodhya.

Hearing a batch of peti-
tions seeking an indepen-
dent probe into the alleged
financial irregularities in
the affairs of the Shri Ram
i Teerth

Chief Justice of India (CII)
Surya Kamt also directed
the SIT to submit a status
report on the progress of
the investigation within
o weeks,

“Since the nature of the
investigation imvolves the
alleged misappropriation
of trust funds, the learned
Solicitor-General,  repre-
senting the State of Uttar
Pradesh, has fairly agreed
that an auditor with expe:

rience in forensic auditing
shall also be associated as a
meriber of the SIT,” the
Bench, including Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V.
Mohana, said.

Appearing for the Unar
Pradesh government, Sol-
icitor-General Tushar Meh-
ta informed the Bench that
a four-member SIT headed
by Inspector-General of
Police {IGP) Kiran 5. had
been constituted to investi-
gate the alleged embezzle:
ment of donations. at the
temple. He said the panel
had been reconstituted in
compliance with the top
court’s earlier directions.

Earlier, the Bench had
cautioned  all  parties
against “politicising” the
investigation and asked the
State government to con-
sider placing the ongoing
police probe under the su-
pervision of the three
member SIT that had first
uneovered prima facie evi
dence of the alleged frand.

“We would like you to
take instructions whether
the same SIT that exa
mined the issue earlier can
supervise the investiga-
tiom. Those senior officials
have first-hand experience

Solicitor- General Tushar Mehta had apprised the coust that IGP
Kiran 5. would head the probe into Ram Tempile donation theft. ase

of the matter,” the Bench
had told Mr. Mehta, refer-
ring to the commiftee com-
prising Lucknow Divisional
Commissioner Vijay Vish-
was Pant, Mr. Kiran, and
Special Secretary (Finance)
Neel Ratan.

On Monday, Mr. Melia
apprised the court that Mr.
Kiran would head the in-
vestigation, The State go-
vernment has included In-
spector-General of Polioe
(Ayodhya Range) Somen
Barme and Senior Superin:
tendent of Police (Ayod-
hya) Gawrav Grover as
members in the reconsti-
tuted SIT.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

The Chief Justice then
said that an “eminent, in-
dependent™ chartered ac-
countant with in

Teerth Kshetra Trust. He
urged the Bench o direet
the Trust to upload details
of all donation receipts on
its wehsite to ensure tran-
sparency.

“Receipts were collect-
ed for the Trust from all ov-
er the country. People have
donated T00, 500 and
other amounts. There are
large-scale reports that ul-
timately the money has not
reached the Trust. Whatev-

*  erreceipts the Trst has re-

ceived should be put on
the website, That way, peo-
ple will know whether
their money has reached
the Trust or not,” Mr. Ka-
mat submitted. He added
that the WeTe

forensic anditing be includ-
ed in the investigation
team. Mr. Mehta agreed wo
the suggestion.

“Let SIT duo its job"

Senior advocate Devdant
Kamat, appearing for one
of the petitioners, submit-
ted that there were “large-
scale  reports”  raising
doubts over whether dona-
tions made by devotees
from across the country
had actually reached the
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi

not adversarial in nature
and that there should be
“nothing to hide”.

The Bench, however,
declined to issue such a di-
rection at this stage, ob-
serving that the SIT should
first be allowed w com-
plete its probe. It instead
asked Mr. Kamat to place
his suggestions on record
so that appropriate direc-
thons could be considered
at a laer stge, if

The matter has been

e The Supreme Court directed the Uttar Pradesh
Government to include an independent
forensic auditor in the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing alleged misappropriation of

donations of the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi

Teerth Kshetra Trust.

* The Court emphasized an impartial and
transparent investigation and sought a status

report within two weeks.

¢ Petitions sought a CBI probe, forensic audit,

and preservation of financial records.

Key Points

e Forensic Auditor to be included in the SIT to

examine financial transactions.

e Supreme Court is monitoring the investigation

through periodic status reports.
e Petitioners sought:
o Court-monitored investigation.
o CBI investigation.
o Forensic audit of trust finances.
o

Preservation of physical and digital

financial records.

* Court deferred directions regarding public

disclosure of donation receipts until
investigation progresses.

Static Linkages

e Article 32 - Right to Constitutional Remedies.
e Article 136 - Special Leave Petition (SLP).
e Article 142 - Power of the Supreme Court to do

complete justice.

e Articles 148-151 - Comptroller and Auditor

General (CAG).

e Special Investigation Team (SIT) - Constituted
through executive or judicial orders for

complex investigations.

posted for further hearing
after  two  weeks, The
Bench directed the SIT 10
place its status report on
record and indicated that it
would continue to monitor
the progress  of  the
investigation.

Several petitions
One of the petitions has
been filed by petitioner-in-
person Narendra Kumar
Goswami, who has sought
a Central Bureau of Investi-
gatbon (CBI) probe into the
alleged scam along with an
audit of the Trust's financ-
25 by the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG).
Anaother petiton,
maved by Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) MP Sudhakar
Simggh, seeks a court-super-
vised CBI probe along with
a comprehensive forensic
audit of the finances of the
temple Trust. Mr. Singh
has also urged the top
court o ensure the preser-
vation of all financial re-
conds, including physical
documents, digital ledgers,
UPI transaction bogs and
bank statements, so that
the integrity of the evi-
dence is maintained dur-

ing the investigation,
o Forensic AuditDetects fraud, diversion of
funds and financial irregularities.

o Findings are admissible as evidence subject

to legal provisions.

e Public Trust Doctrine — Public authorities must

act as trustees of public interest.
* Rule of Law and Accountability are basic
features of constitutional governance.

Critical Analysis
Significance
¢ Reinforces judicial oversight in sensitive
financial investigations.
e Improves credibility through independent
forensic expertise.
e Strengthens accountability of institutions
managing public donations.

¢ Promotes transparency while safeguarding due

process.
Challenges
e Balancing judicial oversight with executive
investigation.
e Ensuring timely completion of investigation.
e Preserving integrity of digital financial
evidence.
* Maintaining public confidence without
prejudicing the investigation.

Way Forward
e Adopt time-bound investigations in financial
fraud cases.
* Institutionalize forensic audits in cases
involving large public donations.
e Strengthen digital record management and
evidence preservation.

e Promote periodic independent audits of public

charitable institutions.
e Ensure transparency without compromising
ongoing investigations.



Beyond compliance, India’s road to cleaner mobility
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

e The Ministry of Power released the draft CAFE
[l norms (July 2026) for passenger vehicles.

e The norms propose reducing fleet-average
emissions from ~113 gCO./km to 77 gCO./km by
FY2031-32.

* The objective is to improve fuel efficiency,
reduce crude oil imports, lower carbon
emissions, and promote cleaner mobility.

* The proposal assumes significance in the
context of India's Net Zero by 2070 target and
increasing energy security concerns.

Key Points

What is CAFE?

e CAFE (Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency)
prescribes fleet-average fuel
efficiency/emission targets for automobile
manufacturers.

e Compliance is based on the sales-weighted
average of all passenger vehicles sold by a
manufacturer, not individual models.

* Implemented in India under the Energy
Conservation Act, 2001 through the Bureau of
Energy Efficiency (BEE).

Major Features of Draft CAFE IlI

* Fleet-average emission target reduced to 77
gCO2/km by FY2031-32.

e Removal of preferential treatment for small

cars.

e Carbon Neutrality Factor for vehicles
compatible with alternative fuels (e.g., higher
ethanol blends).

e Super Credits for:

o Battery Electric Vehicles (BEVSs)

o Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicles (PHEVS)
o Strong Hybrid Vehicles
o Flex-fuel Vehicles
Banking and trading of compliance credits.
Manufacturers can purchase compliance
credits from BEE if required.
Compliance assessed over multi-year blocks
instead of annually.

Global Best Practices

USA: Introduced CAFE standards in 1975 after
the oil crisis.
China: Adopted the Dual Credit System (2018)
combining fuel-efficiency standards with
mandatory New Energy Vehicle (NEV) credits.
o |EA Global EV Outlook 2026China: ~55% EV
share in new passenger vehicle sales (2025)
o EU:~27%
o USA:~10%
o India: ~4%

Why is it Important for India?

India imports nearly 85% of its crude oil
requirement.

Improves energy security.

Supports Nationally Determined Contributions
(NDCs) under the Paris Agreement.

Reduces greenhouse gas emissions and fuel
consumption.

Encourages innovation in clean mobility
technologies.

Static Linkages

Energy Conservation Act, 2001

Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE)
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)
Paris Agreement

Net Zero by 2070

Bharat Stage (BS-VI) emission standards
National Electric Mobility Mission Plan
(NEMMP)

PM E-DRIVE/FAME schemes

Ethanol Blended Petrol (E20) Programme
India's Energy Security

Critical Analysis
Positives

Reduces dependence on imported crude oil.
Promotes fuel-efficient and cleaner vehicles.
Supports India's climate commitments.
Encourages technological innovation.
Strengthens long-term energy security.

Concerns

Multiple flexibility provisions may dilute
emission reductions.
Super credits can reduce actual EV adoption.



Credit purchase mechanism may weaken
compliance incentives.

Charging infrastructure and battery ecosystem
remain inadequate.

Regulatory uncertainty over higher ethanol
blends.

Way Forward

Gradually tighten CAFE standards in line with
global benchmarks.

Strengthen EV charging infrastructure.
Promote domestic battery manufacturing.
Develop a transparent carbon credit market.
Align fuel-efficiency regulations with long-term
energy security and climate goals.

Ensure stable policy support for clean mobility
technologies.




AT’s next test — reaching India’s informal women worker
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

¢ [ndiais strengthening its Al ecosystem through
the IndiaAl Mission, Al Governance Guidelines
(2025) and BHASHINI.

* The current policy debate focuses on ensuring
that Al-driven economic growth is inclusive,
particularly for women in the informal sector,
to achieve Viksit Bharat@2047.

* Theissue highlights the need for gender-
responsive Al governance, digital inclusion and
ethical Al deployment.

By 2047, the measure of India's Al nacoes
shamikil ot be aggregate indicaton alone, but
M«w?'wn v informal -«“I_Iwrs:wudJ

Lot
that Al enables. That ks the
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within lndlin’s neach.

Key Points
Workforce & Gender
e 82% of working women are employed in the
informal sector (ILO, 2018).
* 76.9% of rural women workers are engaged in
agriculture (PLFS 2023-24).
Al Governance
¢ India Al Governance Guidelines (2025)
emphasize: Fairness, Equity, Transparency,
Accountability, Privacy, Safety
Alin Agriculture
Applications include:
* Precision farming
e Crop disease detection
Weather advisories
Market intelligence
* Input optimization
Evidence
e Farmer.Chat Study (2024):
o Conducted across 12 States.
°© 61% of women users reported improved
quality of life.
o Women showed 2-3 times higher
engagement than men.
Governance Priorities
* Gender Impact Assessment for Al systems
affecting:
o Credit

o Employment
o Welfare delivery
* Promote Al literacy through:
DAY-NRLM
DDU-GKY
Skill India Mission
o Mission Shakti
Digital Safety
e Address:
o Deepfakes
o Online harassment
o Al-generated harmful content
e Strengthen implementation of IT Rules, 2021
and Al content labelling.
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Static Linkages
e Equality before Law.
e Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of sex.
¢ Right to Life (dignity and privacy).
¢ Directive Principles promoting equal livelihood
opportunities.
e Women empowerment and inclusive growth.
¢ Digital Public Infrastructure.
e Ethical Al:
o Fairness
o Transparency
o Accountability
o Explainability

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Improves agricultural productivity.
e Enhances women's financial inclusion.
e Better access to markets and government
services.
* Promotes multilingual digital inclusion.
e Supports inclusive economic growth.
Challenges
e Gender bias in Al algorithms.
e Digital divide.
e Low Al literacy.
e Data privacy concerns.
e Deepfakes and cyber violence.
¢ Limited explainability of Al systems.

Way Forward

¢ Institutionalize Gender Impact Assessment for
Al.

e Expand Al literacy through livelihood missions.

e Strengthen multilingual Al platforms like
BHASHINI.

e Improve digital infrastructure in rural areas.

e Strengthen cyber safety and grievance
redressal.

e Ensure transparent and explainable Al in public
services.



All art, no deal

Donald Trump miscalculated timing
and substance of Saudi nuclear deal

he announcement of 3 United States-Sau-
I i Arabia civil nuclear deal, in the midst
of a U.S.-lran war that began over Teh-
ran’s nuclear programme, could hardly have
COME At 3 worse time. Matters became more com-
plicated when ULS. President Donald Trump, af-
ter the agreement had been signed, added a new
condition: that Saudi Arabia should join the Abra-
ham Accords. Saudi Arabia has long sought to de-
velop a civilian nuclear programme. Crown
Prime Mohammzad bin Salman, or MBS, wanis to
end the kingdom's “addiction” to oil. His Vision
2030 aims to diversify the economy through fi-
nance, megaprojects, turism and power-hungry
artificial intelligence (Al data centres. The king:
dom currently relies heavily on oil and gas for
electricity generation. Saudi officials believe that
nuchear power would help meet rising domestic
energy demand, while freeing more oil and gas
for export. MBS Arst took up his nuclear ambi-
tioms with Mr. Trump during the latter’s first pre-
sidential term. His successor Joe Biden offered a
deal but made it contingent on Riyadh joining the
Abraham Accords. At that time, Saudi Arabia ap-
peared open to normalising ties with lsrael, but
Hamass October 2023 attack on [srael and Is-
rael's genocidal war on Gaza prompied the Sau-
dis to shelve the idea. The July 22 deal suggested
that Riyadh and Washington continued talks and
remained keen on nuclear cooperation.

As a signatory to the NPT, Saudi Arabia has ev.
ery right to pursue a peaceful nuclear pro-
gramme. But the agreement announced by 1.5,
Energy Secretary Chris Wright leaves open the
possibility of nuclear enrichment on Saudi soil.
This flies in the face of the LS. opposition to any
Iranian enrichment on its soil. The agreement,
according to US. media reports, does not requine
Saudi Arabia to adopt the [AEA's Additional Pro-
tocol, which grants inspectors broad powers o
conduct short-notice inspections. The omision
has fuelled concerns that the kingdom could
eventually acquire the technical capability 1o
weaponise its nuclear programme. Facing dom-
estic criticism, Mr, Trump declared that the deal
would proceed only if Saudi Arabia joined the
Abraham Accords - a condition which was con-
spicuously absent when the agreement was
signed. This apparent reversal is unlikely to reas-
stre Riyach, which is already questioning the re-
liability of U.5, security guarantees, If the deal
eventually goes ahead, Tehran is Bkely to harden
its pesition on enrichment in any future nuclear
talks with the LLS. If Mr. Trump’s objective was to
reassure a long-standing ally while signalling stra-
tegie beverage over a regional rival, the execution
of the deal has had the opposite effect. Hl-timed
diplomacy, ambiguous provisions and shifiing
conditions have deepened Saudi concerns and
strengthened Iran's resolve. That is the result of
Mr, Trump's version of the “art of the deal”,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

e The U.S. and Saudi Arabia announced a civil
nuclear cooperation agreement.

e The announcement came amid heightened
tensions following the U.S.-Iran conflict over
Iran's nuclear programme.

e The U.S. later linked the deal to Saudi Arabia
joining the Abraham Accords.

* Reports suggest the deal may permit uranium
enrichment in Saudi Arabia without mandating
adoption of the IAEA Additional Protocaol,
raising proliferation concerns.

Key Points
e Saudi Arabia aims to develop nuclear energy
under Vision 2030 to diversify its economy
beyond oil.
¢ Nuclear power would:
o Meet rising electricity demand.
o Support Al and industrial growth.
o Increase oil exports by reducing domestic
oil consumption.
e Saudi Arabia is a party to the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT).
e The deal reportedly allows the possibility of
uranium enrichment, unlike the U.S. position on
[ran.

Non-mandatory adoption of the IAEA Additional
Protocol has raised concerns regarding
transparency and verification.
The agreement could influence:

o lran-U.S. nuclear negotiations.

o Middle East strategic balance.

o Global non-proliferation regime.

Static Linkages

o Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT),
1968Effective from 1970.
o Three pillars:
= Non-proliferation
m Peaceful use of nuclear energy
= Nuclear disarmament

India is not a signatory to the NPT.

o International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA)Established: 1957
Headquarters: Vienna, Austria
Objective: Promote peaceful use of nuclear
energy through safeguards.

o |AEA Additional ProtocolExpands inspection
powers.

Enables short-notice inspections.
Uranium EnrichmentLow-Enriched Uranium
(LEV): Civilian reactors.

o Highly Enriched Uranium (HEU): Potential use in
nuclear weapons.

o Abraham Accords (2020)Normalisation
agreements between Israel and several Arab
nations.

o Vision 2030Saudi Arabia's economic
diversification programme.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Supports Saudi Arabia's energy diversification.
Reduces dependence on fossil fuels.
Strengthens U.S.-Saudi strategic partnership.
Expands peaceful nuclear energy cooperation.

Challenges

Risk of nuclear proliferation through uranium
enrichment.

Weakens consistency of the global non-proliferation
regime.

Absence of mandatory IAEA Additional Protocol
reduces transparency.

May intensify nuclear competition in West Asia.
Could complicate future Iran nuclear negotiations.

Way Forward

Strengthen IAEA safeguard mechanisms.

Encourage adoption of the IAEA Additional Protocol.
Maintain uniform standards for civilian nuclear
cooperation.

Promote diplomatic engagement to prevent regional
nuclear arms competition.

Ensure peaceful use of nuclear technology through
transparent verification.



Fixing examsystem won’tbeenough.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

* The Union Government has constituted a high-
level committee chaired by Nandan Nilekani to
recommend reforms in India's public
examination system following recurring
incidents of examination paper leaks and
irregularities.

* The committee will suggest measures to
improve the security, transparency, credibility
and integrity of public examinations through
technological and institutional reforms.

e Theissue has highlighted the need for stronger
governance, accountability and public trust in
examination bodies.
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Key Points

* Public examinations are the primary basis for:
o Government recruitment
o Higher education admissions
o Merit-based selection

* Major concerns:
o Question paper leaks
o Organised cheating
o Weak institutional accountability
o Loss of public trust

e Technology-based reforms proposed:
o End-to-end encryption
o Secure digital transmission
o Biometric authentication
o Al-enabled monitoring
o Digital audit trails

¢ Technology must be complemented by:
o Transparent appointments
o [nstitutional integrity
o Independent oversight
o Strict accountability mechanisms

Static Linkages
e Article 14 - Equality before Law.

Article 16 - Equality of Opportunity in Public
Employment.
Rule of Law.
Principles of Good Governance:
o Transparency
o Accountability
o Efficiency
o Responsiveness
Ethics in Public Administration:
o Integrity
o Probity
o Objectivity
o Accountability
E-Governance for efficient public service
delivery.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Protects meritocracy.

Ensures fair recruitment.
Strengthens public confidence.
Improves institutional credibility.
Supports constitutional equality.

Challenges

Cybersecurity threats.

Organised examination mafias.
Administrative corruption.

Weak institutional accountability.
Technology alone cannot ensure integrity.

Way Forward

Independent examination regulator.
End-to-end encrypted examination process.
Regular security audits.

Transparent appointments in examination
bodies.

Time-bound investigation of paper leaks.

Strict criminal penalties for organised cheating.
Capacity building of examination authorities.
Strengthen ethical governance along with
technology.



Modi’s commitment to Gen Z:
State listens, responds, reforms
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

¢ Following recent incidents of paper leaks in
public examinations, the Union Government
has initiated major reforms to strengthen the
integrity of recruitment and entrance
examinations.

e A High-Level Task Force headed by Nandan
Nilekani has been constituted to recommend
technology-driven reforms for secure and
transparent examinations.

e The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Amendment Bill, 2026 has been
introduced to strengthen the legal framework
against examination malpractices.

* The reforms aim to improve the functioning of
examination agencies such as the National
Testing Agency (NTA) and restore public
confidence.

Key Points
Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means)
Act, 2024
e Enacted to prevent unfair means in specified
public examinations.
¢ Covers examinations conducted by:

o UPSC, SSC, Railway Recruitment Boards
(RRBs), NTA, IBPS, Other notified Central
authorities

e Targets organised paper leaks and cheating
syndicates.

* Provides stringent punishment including
imprisonment and heavy fines.

MaJor Proposed Reforms (2026)

e High-Level Task Force under Nandan Nilekani.
Fast-track courts for examination-related offences.
Time-bound investigation and prosecution.
End-to-end encryption of question papers.
Controlled digital access and audit trails.
Randomisation of question papers and examination
centres.

Third-party security audits.

Greater accountability of technology vendors.
Expansion of Computer-Based Testing (CBT).

National Testing Agency (NTA)

Established in 2017.

Functions under the Ministry of Education.

Conducts major entrance examinations such as:

o NEET (UG), JEE (Main), CUET, UGC-NET

Objective:

o Standardised, Transparent, Efficient testing system.

Static Linkages

Equality of Opportunity in Public Employment (Article
16)

Rule of Law

Transparency and Accountability in Governance
E-Governance

Digital Public Infrastructure

Cyber Security in Public Administration

Good Governance Principles

Criminal Justice Administration

Merit-based Recruitment

Public Trust in Institutions

Critical Analysis
Significance

Protects merit-based recruitment.

Improves credibility of public examinations.

Reduces organised examination fraud.

Strengthens digital governance.

Enhances public trust in institutions.

Supports Ease of Living through efficient recruitment.

Challenges

Cybersecurity threats to digital examinations.
Capacity constraints of investigation agencies.
Digital divide affecting CBT.

Coordination issues between Centre and States.
Dependence on private technology vendors.
Need for robust data protection mechanisms.

Way Forward

Establish an independent National Examination
Security Authority.

Adopt Al-based monitoring and anomaly detection.
Mandatory annual cybersecurity audits.

Strengthen digital forensic capabilities.
Standardised examination security protocols across
agencies.

Capacity building of examination officials.

Greater Centre-State coordination.

Continuous review of legal provisions against emerging
cyber threats.



Nilekani panel mandate
mustbe expansive

HE MORE thana manth-long protests by the country’s
‘youth have brought long-overdue political attention to
education reform. The Centre’s decision to constinte
ahigh-level task force, barety a dayafter Union Educa-
tion Minister Dharmendra Pradhan’s resignation, isanecessary
acknowledgement of the crisisof confidence ina system thatde-
termines the fate of millions of young Indians. The commimnee’s
compaosition — technology and education expents and former
buineaucrals — SUFRESLS that the government is looking beyond
e Suchancutlook is wel Itis

alsoheartening that the penel will be chalred by Nandan Nilskoni,
whmamrdslllp olmd-h:-ar and Inclia’s digital public infra-

Jogical innovation with changes in
OfLAN UNprec -ale. Hisproven
ability tobring together government, industry and civil society
arcund far-reaching re forrms shotild stand the task force ingood
stead as it confronts one of the mest consequential public policy
challenges the country faces.

The recent agitation may have been triggered by repeated
examination fallures, but at its eart kay a larger question: Does
the country's education system open doors at a ime when the
world of work s undergolng profound transformations — Al ls
reshaping white-collar employment, automation is altering the
| skill-related demandsofemployers, and India’s ITand outsourc-

ing industries are entering a period of technological disruption,
Theyouth fiasce a double uncenainty — an examination system

institutional archi

whose credibility has repeatedly been called inte question andia
Labour market whose contours are rapidly changing Thisis where
Nilekani's presence on the panel assumes significance. He has
maintained that investments in digital infrastmecture, skilling
andcorit dngcan ke Alajob vl - Hie has adso:
argued that Alwill reshape India’s sansourcing industry, making
itimperative fnrptdtss]una]s tomive towards higher-value ex-
pertise. Suchir he become a forum for
sustained engagement with the knowledge econany.

Fbrlhuhoha]:lpm,lhcguw:mnwnl should resist the temp-
tation of framing the task force as a supra National Testing.
Agency (NTA) and instead trean its work as the starting point
for broader reform. Its recommendations must be accompa-
nied by clear timelines and measurahle milestones. The gov-
ernment must becareful, 1oo, to eschew the prevaricat Ion(h.a[
followed the submission of the K Radhakrishnan committee
report in 2024 — most of the major measures, including ac-
countability, institutional restructuring and technological up-
grades suggested by the panel formed after the NEET failure
that year, have been unevenly implemented. The outrage that
spilked onto the country’s streets st week should be warning
enough that the old ways will work no more,

Article 21A - Right to Education (6-14 years).
National Education Policy (NEP), 2020
o Competency-based assessment.
o Technology-enabled education.
o Digital governance.
Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Act, 2024
o Prevents paper leaks and unfair means in
notified public examinations.
o Prescribes stringent punishment for
organized examination fraud.
Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) as a
governance tool.
Principles of Good Governance:
°o Transparency
o Accountability
o Efficiency
o Rule of Law

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

* Following nationwide protests over recurring
paper leaks and examination irregularities, the
Union Government constituted a High-Level
Task Force to recommend reforms in India's
public examination system.

e The committee is chaired by Nandan Nilekani
and includes experts from technology,
education, and public administration.

* The objective is to improve the credibility,
transparency, security, and efficiency of public
examinations.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Restores credibility of public examinations.
¢ Promotes merit-based recruitment.
e Strengthens institutional governance.
e Supports Digital India and Al adoption.
e Enhances trust in public institutions.
Challenges
e Weak implementation of previous reform
recommendations.
e Cybersecurity risks in digital examinations.
e Coordination among multiple examination
agencies.

Key Points e Digital divide affecting accessibility.
 Focus on systemic reforms, not merely crisis * Need for continuous technological
management. upgradation.

e Likely areas of reform:
o Secure digital examination ecosystem.
o Strengthening institutional accountability.
o Al-enabled monitoring and fraud detection.
o Transparent recruitment and admission

processes.

o Time-bound implementation of reforms.

e Highlights the need to align examinations with

the changing Al-driven labour market.
e Emphasizes improving governance of

examination bodies like the National Testing regulatory mechanism.
Agency (NTA). * Improve grievance redressal and transparency.

¢ Align examination reforms with future skill
requirements under NEP 2020.

Way Forward

e Implement recommendations through a time-
bound roadmap.

e Strengthen accountability of examination
agencies.

e Use Al and secure digital infrastructure to
prevent malpractice.

e Conduct regular third-party security audits.

e Establish an independent examination

Static Linkages
e Article 14 - Equality before law.
e Article 16 - Equality of opportunity in public
employment.




Trump & Netanyahu:
The cracks are showing

SRAFLI PRIME Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's meeting

with President Donald Trump this week comes at atime of

growingstrain in the US-Israel relationship. This is because

ofdiverging interestsover thewarwith Iran, Israel's military
campaignsin Lebanon and Gaza, and signs that the personal mp-
port between the two leaders who face elections later this vear is
waning. Netanyahu haslong presented his close ties with Trump
asapolitical asset, while Tramp confronts an electorate increas-
ingly angry about the war. Howeach reconciles these competing
pressures will shape the outcome of this meeting. The US-Saudi
nuclear deal has also raised concems in Israel that it could, over
time, erode its strategic edge inthe region and weakenitsleverage
insecuring the normalisation of ties with Riyadh.

TheUSand Israel have beensteadfast allies simoe the 1967 Six-
Diary War, theiralliance is underpinned by strategic interests and
what they percelve as shared democratic and Judeo-Christian
values. That consensus appears to be fraying. With a new gener-
ation of Americans coming of age, Israel no longer commands
the instinctive public backing it once enjoyed. Polls consistently
show thatsupport for Israel in America has fallen to historic lows
amid the war in Gaza. The old bipartisan consensus on military
aid is also weakening, Earlier this month, more than a hundred
House Democratsvoted tocut US military assistance toIsrael, in-
dicatinga growing unease within the party even as New York City
Mayor Zohran Mamdani called on the federal government toen-
force the ICC's ammest warrant against Metanyahu. The Republican
consensus on Israel will depend on the cutcome of the war in Iran.

Ahead ofthe meeting, Netanyahu offered Trumpsignificant
concessions, including cooperation on a US-brokered security
arrangement in southem Lebanon and cabinet approval for the
entry of a multinational security force Into Gaza under Trump's
20-point plan. Whether these will satisfy the US president re-
mains to be seen. With sections of the American public increas-
Ingly sceptical ofWashington's support for Israel, the question ks
how much more Trump will demand and how much more Net-
anyahu can concede as both prepare to face their electorates.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

* Recent meeting between Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and U.S. President Donald
Trump highlighted differences over:

o [srael-lran conflict.

o Gazawar.

o Israel's military operations in Lebanon.

o U.S.-Saudi Arabia Civil Nuclear
Cooperation.

* The developments indicate evolving
geopolitical dynamics in West Asia, with
implications for regional security and India's
interests.

Key Points

* The United States remains Israel's principal
strategic, military and diplomatic partner.

* [sraelis concerned that the proposed U.S.-
Saudi civil nuclear cooperation could alter the
regional strategic balance.

* The U.S. seeks:

o Ceasefire and hostage negotiations in Gaza.

o Greater humanitarian access.

o Regional stability through Arab
participation.

¢ [srael has shown willingness to discuss:

o Security arrangements in Southern
Lebanon.

o Multinational administration/security
mechanism in post-conflict Gaza.

* Domestic political opinionin the U.S. is
becoming increasingly divided regarding
military assistance to Israel.

Static Linkages

Six-Day War (1967) and its geopolitical
significance.
Arab-lsraeli Conflict and the Palestine issue.
Two-State Solution.
Abraham Accords (2020).
International Criminal Court (ICC).
Geneva Conventions (1949).
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).
IAEA safeguards for civilian nuclear
cooperation.
UN Security Council and conflict resolution.
Strategic importance of West Asia for:

o Energy security.

o Maritime trade (Suez Canal, Strait of

Hormuz, Bab-el-Mandeb).
o Indian diaspora.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reflects changing strategic priorities within the
U.S.-Israel alliance.

May reshape the security architecture of West

Asia.

Impacts regional power balance involving Iran,

Saudi Arabia and Israel.

Challenges

Escalation of regional conflicts.

Humanitarian crisis in Gaza.

Risk of wider regional war involving Iran and its
proxies.

Nuclear proliferation concerns arising from
civilian nuclear cooperation.

Declining bipartisan political support for Israel
within the U.S.

Implications for India

Energy security due to dependence on West
Asian oil imports.

Safety of the Indian diaspora.

Stability of maritime trade routes.
Continuation of India's policy of strategic
autonomy and balanced engagement with all
regional stakeholders.

Way Forward

Promote diplomatic resolution through
dialogue.

Support humanitarian assistance and
adherence to International Humanitarian Law.
Strengthen regional confidence-building
measures.

Prevent nuclear proliferation through robust
international safeguards.

Continue India's balanced and issue-based
diplomacy in West Asia.
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