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PM reaches out to students; Wangchuk ends fast

Activist, on hunger strike demanding Pradhan’s
resignation, ends fast in presence of 2 Ministers

Important Features

it il St WEE pere ek bt e Targets organized examination

Cabinet will discuss NEET paper leak issue today

Centre transfers Higher Education Secretary
Vineet Joshi to the Ministry of Panchayati Raj

The Hindu Burcau
HEW DELHI

strike demanding the resig:
natiof of Urion Education
Mimister Dharmendra  tain conditons with the go-
Pradhan over the NEET ir-
regularities, ended his fast assurance  that  cases
ladc on Thursday night,

The move came evenas ben back, if they are not
Prime Minister Savendra  violemt, sald Mr Dorjay.
Mo, i 2 lave-night video
msegage podted on kis X that it would consider com-
and Instagram sccoumts,
promised that the govern-
msent would discuss NEET The
paper leaks in Fricday's Ca-
binct meeting and will  Centre shifted Migher Edu-  day. A response from the  changes in the Education  an additional secretary in
being a B4l in Parliamsent  cation Secretary Vineet GJF on the meeting was  Depamtment, Naresh Pal  the Mlﬂlsfrynﬂtul:lncw
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come in lomorrow’s Cabi-

et [meeting],” Mr. Mosdi
saic] i i st

Mr. Wangchuk broke his
ciivist Sonam  fast i the presence of twe
Wangchuk, who  Union Ministers, said Cher-
was on 4 hunger ring Dorjay Lakruk, co-
convener, Leh Apex Body.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

¢ The Union Government announced stricter
measures against paper leaks following the
NEET examination controversy.

e The Prime Minister stated that the Union
Cabinet would consider stronger legal
provisions and introduce amendments to
strengthen the anti-paper leak framework.

e The Delhi High Court designated a special court
to expedite cases related to paper leaks and
unfair means in public examinations.

e The developments have renewed focus on the
implementation of the Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024.

which was held by Mr.

Earlier in the day, in his
office: Opposition  arst cutreach o the protes.
ters three days after the
CJrled march o Parlia-
ment, Mr. Modi an-
nounced the setting up of
Fast-track courts to swiflly
the NEET paper leaisand other  Bandle  cases of pay
leaks. Hoe wid the welfare
of the youth was the top
pricrity of his pevernment
Ecbuestion Miristes Dharmendes AN asserted anyone trying
v harm ahedr future will
B0 [ spaned. But the CIP
saidl the proposal did nat
address the issue of ac
developments  meet Ministers JP. Nadda  Manear or any other new  ed  Higher  Education  countabiliy or the resign
tion of Mr. Pradhan.
Following the PM's an
nouncement,  the
High Count notfed a desig-
The CJF had earbier as the seeretary in the Mi inas the School Education  nated count 1w deal with
Secretary, anoiber post  criminal cases ariing from

Dethi

per

paper leaks as well as the

use of other unfair means

in public examinations.
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thon from the Rouse Ave

nase Court Complex.
Earlier on Thursday, Mr.

Sirgh said that the Centre

had approached the CIP

for talks four times in the °

past 24 hours. e said a

meetineg can be held cither

at Mr, Nadda's officiall res-

denoe or office, adding

that Mr, Modli was “sensi-

ve” 1o the issue of the

paper leak and that “the

povernment was not sittin

om prestige”. The CIP has

mafias, not genuine candidates.
Offences are cognizable, non-bailable
and non-compoundable.
Investigation by agencies not below
the rank of Deputy Superintendent of
Police (DSP)/Assistant Commissioner
of Police (ACP).
e Enables attachment of properties
acquired through proceeds of crime.

abso calied for a natiomide
agitation cn Friday,
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Static Linkages

Article 14 - Equality before law.

Article 16 - Equality of opportunity in public
employment.

Article 21 - Fair procedure and protection of
life and personal liberty (judicial
interpretation).

Rule of Law.

Good Governance — Transparency,
accountability and integrity.

Merit-based public recruitment.

Digital governance and cybersecurity in
examinations.

Key Points Critical Analysis

Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Significance

Act, 2024 e Strengthens credibility of public examinations.
Objective e Acts as a deterrent against organized

* Prevent unfair means in notified public
examinations.
* Protect the integrity, transparency and
credibility of public examinations.
Applies to
¢ Union Public Service Commission (UPSC)
e Staff Selection Commission (SSC)
¢ Railway Recruitment Boards (RRBs)
* National Testing Agency (NTA)
e |nstitute of Banking Personnel Selection (IBPS)
e Other public examination authorities notified
by the Central Government.
Major Offences
* Question paper leak.
* Unauthorized access to question papers.
¢ Organized cheating.
* Impersonation.
e Tampering with examination systems.
* Conducting examinations through unfair
means.
Punishment
e Imprisonment ranging from 3 to 10 years.
e Fine up to ¥1 crore for organized offences.
* Recovery of proportionate examination
expenses from convicted persons.

examination fraud.
Enhances transparency in recruitment.
Protects merit-based selection.

Challenges

Insider involvement in paper leaks.

Weak cybersecurity infrastructure.

Delayed investigations.

Lack of accountability of examination agencies.
Psychological stress on aspirants.

Way Forward

Strict implementation of the Public
Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act,
2024.

Al-enabled examination surveillance.
End-to-end encrypted digital examination
process.

Independent audit of examination agencies.
Time-bound investigation and trial.

Strong Centre-State coordination against
examination mafias.

Institutional accountability and grievance
redressal.



Houthi attacks on shipping
drive Brent crude past $100

CHENSAY

In an escalation of the con-
fict b West Asia, the
Houthis, Iran’s alles in Ye-
men, sald they attacked
two Saudi Arabia-lagged
tankers in the Red Sea on
Thursday, as part of a
blockade of Saudi Arabian
shipping.

According to Al Masirah,
the Houthis® official televi-
sion channel, the attacks
on the Encelio and the Lay-
fa wok place early on July
23, Saudi Arabia's official
Saudi Presi Agency has
confirmed the projectile 2t
tack on the Encelia, adding
that ihe crew is safe and
the vessel secured. The a-
tack on the Lapa, a three
lakhtonne  Saudiflagged
Very Large Crude Carrier
IVLCC), memaing
unconfirmed,

Soon after the attacks
were reporied,  Brent
crude rates surged past
$100 a barrel, a 7% jump
over the previous day’s
close of around §94,

Escalating global crises
The escalation off the Bals
el-Mandeb Strait - the Red
Sea's exit to the Arablan
Sea - comes with attacks

ing in regions crucial
mﬂmx. Ater
cofstraints on the Stralt of
Hormauz, Saudi Arabla had
been piping some 4 million
barrels of crude across the
country to be shipped out
through Yanbu — port city
on the Red Sea coast - lar-
gely 1o Astan markets, in-
cluicding Idia.

Thursday’s attacks
onimes close on the heels of
Ukraine targeting Russian
merchant ships, inchuding
wil tankers, off the port of
Novorossiysk, 2 Russian ci-
y on the Black Sea coast.

Ukraine has claimed
more than 180 hits on Fus-
sian ships in the Black Sea
in July. On July 17 and 1%,
Russia attacked two ships
off Odesa, a Ukrainian port
on the Black Sea, killing

Om i boll: The Bab ol-Mandeb escalation has added to the crisls
in the Strait of Hormuz. FLE FHOTD

Aitacks crupting in
reglons crucial o
India’s oil imports,
which are a litthe less

than 5 mbpd per day

ing in regions crucial to ln-
dia’s oil imports.

Saudi Arabia currently
supplies around 0.4 mil-
lion barrels per day (mbpd)
tox s, vias Vanbu and Babs
al-Mandab. India's crude
oil imports are a little less
than 5 mbpd.

“A dlisrupition may mean
cargoes may need to be re-
roited via the Suez Canal,
into the Mediterranean
and aroumd Africa, bt that
will take much longer and
come with higher freight
oosts,” says Pankaj Srivas-
tava, a semior wice presi-
dent at Rystad Energy.

Mr. Srivastava says India
Imported 225 mbpd of
Russian crude in June, with
nearly 0.7 mbpd originat-
g from Movorossiysk.

“If the disruption per-
sises or infrastructure dam-
age s more exiensive, In-
dia could face additional
pressure in securing me-
placement  crude vl
umes,” he says, adding that
the immediate impact is
likedy o remain

manageable.

Since the Houthi hijsck-
ing of the car carrier Ga-
laxy Leader in November
2003, ship traffic across the
Suez Canal had plummet-
ed. It picked up in Jamary
this year, however, and
surged in March, as Yanbu
became an ahernative to

- the Seradt of Hormie.

The Houthis have cited
Saudi Arabias “blockade
of supplies” and the attack
o S ntermational ar-
port in Yemen on July I3 as
reasos for thelr blockade.

Reuters has, however,
reponted that Iran ks inspir-
ing the Houthi blockade of
Saudi oilcarrying ships.

Shippirg inclustry
SOUICES Sy Insurance rales
climbed 10 1o 15 dmes as
soon as the Houthis an-
nounced their blockade on
July 20, nearly matching
rates for the Strait of
Hormuz.

“India more resilient’
Meanwhile, the US.-based
think tank, nstitute for the
Study of War, said that at
least seven vessels have al-
ready diverted their outes
1o avold the Bab ak-Mandab
Sirait a8 a consequence of
the tanker attacks.

Erik Grundi, Rystad
Energy's senbor market
analyst, says: “In sailing-
time terms, the detour
through the Suez Canal
and around Africa stretch-
es the Yanbu-to-India (west
ooast) voyage from about
eight days to nearly 3%
days” Compounding this,
VLOCs are too karge to tran-
sit the Suez Canal fully
loaded, so they must par-
tially offload at Ain Sukhna
and reload at Sidi Kerir on
the Mediterranean side,
adding time amd
‘oo plexity,

Mr. Srivastava says In-
dia, is now more resilient,
having diversified its crude

sources, which now in-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

e Yemen-based Houthis (Ansar Allah) attacked
Saudi Arabia-flagged oil tankers in the Red Sea
near the Bab el-Mandeb Strait.

e The attacks have intensified concerns over
disruptions to global energy supply chains and
maritime trade.

e Brent crude oil prices crossed $100 per barrel,
reflecting fears of supply disruptions.

e The crisis follows earlier tensions in the Strait
of Hormuz and attacks on merchant vessels in
the Black Sea, highlighting growing risks to
global shipping.

Key Points
* Bab el-Mandeb Strait
o Connects the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden.
o Links the Suez Canal with the Indian Ocean.
o One of the world's most important
maritime chokepoints for oil and container
trade.
e Saudi Arabia's Alternate Export Route
o Uses the East-West Pipeline (Petroline) to
transport crude from the Persian Gulf to
Yanbu Port on the Red Sea.

o Reduces dependence on the Strait of Hormuz.
Impact on India
o Indiaimports nearly 85% of its crude oil requirement.
o Total crude imports are around 5 million barrels per
day (mbpd).
o Disruptions may lead to:
m Higher crude prices
= |Imported inflation
m |ncreased freight and insurance costs
m Pressure on Current Account Deficit (CAD)
= Higher fiscal burden due to fuel subsidies (if
provided)
Energy Security Measures
o Diversified crude imports from Russia, Iraq, Saudi
Arabia, UAE, USA, Brazil and Guyana.
o Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) provide
emergency supply buffer.

Static Linkages

Bab el-Mandeb Strait - Red Sea ¢ Gulf of Aden.

Strait of Hormuz - Persian Gulf © Gulf of Oman.

Suez Canal - Red Sea ¢ Mediterranean Sea.

Cape of Good Hope becomes an alternative route when
the Red Sea is disrupted.

UNCLOS, 1982 provides the legal framework for freedom
of navigation and transit passage through international
straits.

Maritime chokepoints are critical for global trade, energy
security and Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs).

Critical Analysis
Significance

Highlights vulnerability of global maritime chokepoints.
Reinforces importance of India's energy diversification
strategy.

Demonstrates growing linkage between geopolitical
conflicts and energy security.

Challenges

Rising crude prices fuel inflation.

Higher shipping and insurance costs increase import bills.
Supply chain disruptions affect refining and
manufacturing.

Prolonged conflict may impact global economic growth.

India's Strengths

Diversified crude import basket.

Strategic Petroleum Reserves.

Strong diplomatic relations with Gulf countries.
Rapid expansion of renewable energy capacity.

pvay Forward

Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserve capacity.

Further diversify crude import sources.

Strengthen maritime domain awareness in the Indian
Ocean Region.

Accelerate renewable energy and green hydrogen
transition.

Promote long-term energy supply agreements.
Enhance regional cooperation for securing Sea Lines of
Communication (SLOCs).



U.S. announces civilian nuclear deal with Saudi
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

e The United States and Saudi Arabia announced
a civil nuclear cooperation agreement.

e The U.S. linked the agreement to Saudi Arabia's
normalisation of diplomatic relations with
Israel under the Abraham Accords.

* The development comes amid heightened
concerns over Iran's nuclear programme and
regional security in West Asia.

e The agreement is expected to strengthen U.S.-
Saudi strategic ties while supporting Saudi
Arabia's civilian nuclear energy ambitions.

Key Points

e Agreement focuses on peaceful use of nuclear
energy.

¢ Includes provisions for U.S. technology and
investment in Saudi Arabia's nuclear sector.

e The U.S. stated that the agreement would
contain strict non-proliferation safeguards.

* Debate emerged over the possibility of
uranium enrichment in Saudi Arabia.

* The agreement requires approval by the U.S.
Congress.

e Saudi Arabia seeks nuclear energy as part of
Vision 2030 to diversify its energy mix.

Static Linkages
* Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)

o Objective: Prevent spread of nuclear
weapons, promote peaceful use of nuclear
energy and nuclear disarmament.

o Entered into force: 1970.

o Indiais not a signatory.

* International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

o Headquarters: Vienna, Austria.

o Functions:

= Promotes peaceful use of nuclear
energy.

= Verifies compliance through safeguards.

* Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG)
o Export-control regime governing nuclear
trade.

o Indiais not a member but received a waiver
in 2008.
e Uranium Enrichment
o Increases concentration of U-235 isotope.
o Low-enriched uranium is used for civilian
reactors.
o Highly enriched uranium can be used in
nuclear weapons.
e Abraham Accords (2020)
o Normalisation agreements between Israel
and several Arab countries, including UAE
and Bahrain.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Strengthens U.S.-Saudi strategic partnership.
Supports Saudi Arabia's energy diversification.
* Expands peaceful nuclear cooperation.
e Reinforces U.S. influence in West Asia.
Concerns
e Uranium enrichment capability may increase
proliferation risks.
e Could trigger a regional nuclear arms race.
* May weaken global non-proliferation norms if
safeguards are diluted.
¢ Could complicate negotiations on Iran's
nuclear programme.
Relevance for India
e Stability in West Asia is critical for India's
energy security.
e Important for India's strategic relations with
Saudi Arabia, Israel and the U.S.
e Highlights growing importance of civil nuclear
diplomacy and global non-proliferation
architecture.

Way Forward

e Ensure robust IAEA safeguards.

e Strengthen global non-proliferation
mechanisms.

* Promote regional confidence-building
measures.

e Balance peaceful nuclear cooperation with
security concerns.

* Encourage diplomatic engagement to reduce
tensions in West Asia.



An education systems collapse, young India’s trauma
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e Student protests have emerged across India

demanding:

o Accountability for examination paper leaks.

aderats regime's bt It b

more | o moral, politcal, and constitutional duty to

staned with thees s safiepueaec thess future,

o Reforms in the examination system.
o Greater transparency in recruitment and
entrance examinations.

e Theissue has brought attention to the
functioning of the National Testing Agency

(NTA), examination security, and governance of

India's education system.
e The matter is significant for governance,

education reforms, youth employment, and

constitutional rights.

Key Points

* National Testing Agency (NTA)
o Established in 2017.

o Autonomous organization under the

Ministry of Education.

o Conducts national entrance examinations
such as NEET (UG), JEE Main, CUET, and

UGC-NET.

e Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair

Means) Act, 2024

o Seeks to prevent paper leaks and organized

examination malpractices.
o Covers specified public examinations
conducted by Central agencies.

o Prescribes stringent penalties for organized

cheating and unfair means.
¢ National Education Policy (NEP), 2020
o Emphasizes competency-based learning.
o Promotes holistic education and
multidisciplinary institutions.
o Recommends assessment reforms and
greater use of technology.

Education in the Constitution
o Educationis placed in the Concurrent List
(42nd Constitutional Amendment, 1976).
o Enables both the Union and States to
legislate on education.

Static Linkages

Article 14 - Equality before Law.

Article 19(1)(a) - Freedom of Speech and
Expression.

Article 19(1)(b) - Right to Assemble Peacefully.
Article 21A - Right to Education.

Article 41 - Right to Education (Directive
Principle).

Article 45 - Early Childhood Care and
Education.

Seventh Schedule — Concurrent List
(Education).

Rule of Law.

Transparency and Accountability.
Parliamentary Oversight of Executive Agencies.
Human Capital Formation.

Demographic Dividend.

Critical Analysis
Issues

Repeated paper leaks undermine the credibility
of public examinations.

Weak institutional capacity and cybersecurity
vulnerabilities.

Increasing dependence on private coaching.
Delay in recruitment affects employment
opportunities.

High competition due to limited quality jobs.

Significance

Fair examinations are essential for Article 14
(Equality).

Transparent recruitment strengthens good
governance.

Education reforms are crucial for realizing
India's demographic dividend.

Way Forward

Strengthen institutional capacity of NTA.
Implement secure digital examination
infrastructure.

Conduct periodic third-party security audits.
Ensure time-bound examination and
recruitment calendars.

Strengthen grievance redressal mechanisms.
Increase investment in public education.
Improve Centre-State coordination in
examination management.

Promote transparency through technology and
independent oversight.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

The NATO Ankara Summit (7-8 July 2026) was
attended by the Heads of State/Government of
all 32 NATO member countries.

The Summit reviewed the implementation of
decisions taken at the 2025 Hague Summit and
adopted measures to strengthen NATO's
military preparedness amid the evolving
security environment, particularly the Russia-
Ukraine conflict.

Key Points

NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) was
established in 1949 through the Washington
Treaty.
It is a collective defence alliance based on
Article 5, which states that an attack on one
member shall be considered an attack on all
members.
NATO reaffirmed its commitment to Article 5.
Members reiterated the Hague Defence
Commitment (2025) to increase defence
expenditure to 5% of GDP by 2035 (earlier
benchmark: 2%).
NATO reaffirmed continued military and
political support to Ukraine.
Greater emphasis was placed on developing a
European Defence Industrial Base (DIB) to
enhance indigenous defence production and
reduce supply bottlenecks.
Shortages continue in:

o Air-defence systems

o Precision-guided munitions

o Artillery ammunition

o Missile production
Europe remains significantly dependent on U.S.
defence supplies despite plans for greater self-
reliance.

¢ Increased defence spending by NATO members
is likely to tighten the global defence market,
affecting arms-importing countries, including
India.

Static Linkages
e Washington Treaty, 1949
e Article 5 - Collective Defence
¢ Collective Defence vs Collective Security
e Cold War
e Warsaw Pact (1955-1991)
e Strategic Autonomy
e Defence Industrial Base (DIB)
e |ndia's defence initiatives:
o Atmanirbhar Bharat
Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP)
Defence Corridors
iDEX
Positive Indigenisation Lists

O O O o

Critical Analysis
Significance
¢ Reinforces NATO's collective deterrence.
* Accelerates defence modernisation.
* Enhances European defence manufacturing.
e Sustains military assistance to Ukraine.
Concerns
¢ Intensifies geopolitical rivalry.
e May trigger a prolonged arms race.
e Greater defence spending may reduce fiscal
space for welfare.
* Global shortages of defence equipment may
worsen.
e Higher procurement costs for defence-
importing countries.
Implications for India
* Possible delays in defence imports.
¢ Rising cost of advanced military platforms.
e Greater urgency for indigenous defence
manufacturing.
* Need to strengthen capabilities in Al, drones,
cyber warfare, semiconductors and advanced
defence technologies.

Way Forward

e Strengthen indigenous defence manufacturing
under Atmanirbhar Bharat.

* Increase investment in defence R&D and
emerging technologies.

» Diversify defence procurement sources.

¢ Enhance public-private partnerships in
defence production.

e Expand defence exports to improve economies
of scale.

e Maintain strategic autonomy while deepening
defence partnerships.



Escalation trap
Donald Trump should change course if
he wants to end the war with Iran

hie decision by Yemen's Ansar Allah, bet-
T ter known as the Houthis, to impose a

blockade on Saudi Arabia signals that the
war on Iran has entered its most dangerous
phase. The Houthis, a close Iranian ally, had
avoided direct involvernent due to a fragile but
functional ceasefire with Saudi Arabia, despite
their controlling most of Yemen's population
centres, including capital Sana‘a. That ceasefire
effectively fell apart on July 13 when an airport in
Sanaa was attacked by forces of “Yemen's inter-
nationally recognised government”. Based in
Saudi Arabia, this government maintains loyal
forces inside Yemen, though the Houthis remain
the country’s most powerful and influential polit-
ical and military force. Blaming Rivadh for the at-
tack, the Houthis announced on July 20 a block-
ade on ships using Saudi ports on the Red Sea.
Saudi Arabla, whose crude and other exports
through the Strait of Hormuz have been severely
constrained by Iran's blockade, has increased its
reliance on Red Sea ports, especially Yanbu.
Tankers from Yanbu to Asian markets must pass
through the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait, which links
the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden and the Arabian
Sea. The Houthis control much of Yemen's Red
Sea coastline overlooking the Bab el-Mandeb and
can enforce a blockade of the chokepoint.

When Iran closed the Strait of Hormuz after
the US.-Israel war began on February 28, all Per-
sian Gulf states struggled to sustain their exports.
Saudi Arabia, however, cushioned the impact by
using its East-West Pipeline, which links its east-
ern oilfields to the Red Sea export terminals. If
the Houthis enforce a total blockade on the king:
dom, Riyadh could face far deeper economic dis-
ruption. This, coupled with Iran's attacks on Ku-
wait's desalination plants and power grid - after
U.S. strikes on Iranian civilian infrastructure -
paints a grim picture of the war and its regional
consequences. If the first phase of Iran’s counter-
attack targeted the Persian Gulf monarchies, the
second has expanded to include Jordan, which
hosts two major U.S. military bases. Now, with
the Houthi blockade, the war’s economic pain is
set to deepen further. U.S. President Donald
Trump had an opportunity to extricate himself
from the conflict when he signed a memoran-
dum of understanding with Iran on June 17, But
by returning to war over disputes surrounding
control of the Strait of Hormuz, Mr. Trump has
not only squandered the opportunity but has al-
so raised the risk of dragging the U.S. into yet
another forever, unwinnable war. At this point,
he is pursuing the same military tactics against
Iran repeatedly, expecting different results. If Mr.
Trump wants a way out, he should change
course, push for an immediate ceasefire and re-
turm to diplomacy.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

* Yemen's Houthis (Ansar Allah) announced a
blockade on ships using Saudi Arabian Red Sea
ports after an attack on Sana'a airport.

* The development marks an escalation in the
Iran-Israel-U.S. conflict, extending tensions
from the Strait of Hormuz to the Bab-el-
Mandeb Strait.

e Saudi Arabia has been increasingly relying on
Red Sea ports (Yanbu) to export crude oil due
to disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz.

* Any disruption at Bab-el-Mandeb threatens
global energy supplies, maritime trade, and
India's energy security.

Key Points
e Houthis (Ansar Allah)

o lIran-backed armed movement controlling
Sana'a and large parts of northwestern
Yemen.

o Controls significant portions of Yemen's
Red Sea coastline.

* Bab-el-Mandeb Strait

o Connects the Red Sea with the Gulf of
Aden.

o Links the Suez Canal to the Indian Ocean.

o One of the world's most important

o maritime chokepoints for oil and container trade.
Strait of Hormuz
o Connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of Oman.
o Nearly one-fifth of global oil trade passes through it.
Saudi East-West Pipeline (Petroline)
o Connects eastern oil fields with Yanbu Port on the
Red Sea.
o Reduces dependence on the Strait of Hormuz.
India's Concern
o Indiaimports over 80% of its crude oil requirement.
o Around 60% of India's crude imports originate from
West Asia.
o Disruptions increase crude prices, freight costs,
inflation, and shipping risks.

Static Linkages

Bab-el-Mandeb lies between Yemen and
Djibouti/Eritrea.

Red Sea connects to the Mediterranean Sea through
the Suez Canal.

UNCLOS, 1982 guarantees freedom of navigation in
international waters.

Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs) are critical for
global trade and energy security.

SAGAR (Security and Growth for Allin the Region) is
India's maritime security vision.

Mission-Based Deployments by the Indian Navy
safeguard shipping in the Indian Ocean Region.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Highlights the strategic importance of maritime
chokepoints.

Demonstrates the growing role of non-state actors in
international conflicts.

Reinforces the importance of secure global energy
supply chains.

Challenges

Increased crude oil prices and inflationary pressures.
Disruption of global shipping and supply chains.
Higher insurance and freight costs.

Threat to freedom of navigation.

Greater instability in West Asia affecting India's
diaspora and trade.

India's Perspective

Ensure uninterrupted energy imports.

Protect Indian merchant vessels and seafarers.
Strengthen naval presence in the Arabian Sea and Gulf
of Aden.

Promote diplomatic resolution through multilateral
platforms.

Way Forward

Immediate ceasefire and diplomatic negotiations.
Ensure freedom of navigation under UNCLOS.
Diversify India's energy import sources.

Strengthen Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR).
Enhance maritime domain awareness and naval
cooperation in the Indian Ocean Region.

Expand SAGAR and Indo-Pacific maritime partnerships.



Core upgrade
The updated Index of Core Industries
rounds out economic data upgrades
he Index of Core Industries (IC1) has final-
Iy joined the country’s other economic
metrics in becoming up-to-date and re-
presentative of the economy. The other metrics
such as the national accounts, Consumer Price
Index (CPI), Wholesale Price Index (WPI), and
the Index of Industrial Production (IP) were up-
dated earlier this year, although even those were
after considerable delays. The 1CI has now joined
their ranks with the June data being based on a
new series with an updated base year, an addi-
tional sector being covered, and revised weights
and methodologies. This is a welcome upgrade.
The performance of these core industries is a vi-
tal barometer of the state of the economy. In the
new series, the previous eight sectors have be-
come nine, with the vital inchision of the iron ore
sector. Improvements have also been made to
how the steel and coal sectors are measured in
order to remove the previous double-counting
thar was taking place. The addition of a sector
would naturally change the distribution of
weights of the sectors in the index, bur the final
weights also reflect a broader shift in economic
activity. The coal and natural gas sectors have
seen their weights nearly halve to about 5.6% and
3.8%, respectively. On the other hand, the elec-
tricity sector now makes up more than 30% of
the index from less than 20% in the previous se-
rhes. All of this perhaps reflects the rising share of
renewables in electricity generation, even as de-
mand for electricity itself .

The performance of the index in June 2026,
with a five-month-high growth of 5%, would sug-
gest that Indian industry is shrugging off the
slump induced by the West Asia crisis. However,
two of the strong growth numbers — iron ore by
43.9% and electricity by 9.8% - were due to a sta-
tistical base effect since both sectors had con-
tracted in June last year. It remains to be seen
whether the numbers will remain this positive
once that base effect wears off in the months
ahead. The new series highlights some of the sys-
temic issues that the old series did, such as the
persistent contraction of the crude oil and natu-
ral gas sectors. They have contracted continuous-
ly for 18 and 24 months, respectively. I India
does not have these resources, that is one thing.
But if it has them and sl is not able to extract
them economically, then that is a serious short-
coming. The update of the ICI and the recent up-
grade of the WPl would have been a good time for
a broader statistical reorganisation. With the Mi-
nistry of Statistics and Programme Implementa-
tion handling the CPI and the IIF, it only makes
sense for the WPl and ICI to move to it from their
current home in the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry. That change can still be made.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context
e The Index of Core Industries (ICl) has been
revised with a new base year (2022-23 =100)
to better reflect the current structure of the
Indian economy.
e The revised series has been implemented from
June 2026.
¢ Key changes include:

o Expansion from 8 to 9 core industries with
the inclusion of Iron Ore.

o Revision of sectoral weights.

o Improved methodology to eliminate
double-counting in coal and steel
production.

e Therevised ICl recorded 5% growth in June
2026, the highest in five months.

Key Points
About Index of Core Industries (ICl)

e Measures the performance of core
infrastructure industries.

* Released monthly by the Office of Economic
Adviser (OEA), DPIIT, Ministry of Commerce &
Industry.

* Base Year: 2022-23 =100 (Earlier: 2011-12).

e Core industries constitute about 40% weight in
the Index of Industrial Production (IIP).

Nine Core Industries

Coal, Crude Oil, Natural Gas, Refinery Products,
Fertilizers, Steel, Cement, Electricity, Iron Ore (Newly
Added)

Major Reforms

Iron Ore included as a separate sector.
Double-counting in Coal and Steel removed.
Sectoral weights revised to reflect current economic
structure.

Important Weight Changes

Electricity: Increased to over 30%.
Coal: Reduced to ~5.6%.
Natural Gas: Reduced to ~3.8%.

Performance Highlights (June 2026)

Overall ICI Growth: 5%

Iron Ore Growth: 43.9%

Electricity Growth: 9.8%

Crude Oil output contracted for 18 consecutive
months.

Natural Gas output contracted for 24 consecutive
months.

High growth partly due to base effect.

Static Linkages

IClis a leading indicator of industrial and economic
growth.

Base Year Revision ensures economic indices reflect
structural changes in the economy.

Base Effect: High growth due to comparison with a low
production base of the previous year.

[IP measures production in Mining, Manufacturing and
Electricity sectors.

Infrastructure growth significantly influences GDP
growth, investment, and employment.

Reliable official statistics support monetary policy,
fiscal planning and economic forecasting.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reflects present-day industrial structure.

Improves quality and credibility of official statistics.
Better measurement of infrastructure sector
performance.

Inclusion of Iron Ore improves representation of the
mining sector.

Challenges

June growth partly driven by base effect.

Continued decline in Crude Oil and Natural Gas reflects
weak domestic production.

Rising import dependence impacts energy security.
Periodic revisions are essential to maintain relevance of
economic indices.

Way Forward

Revise economic indices periodically.

Increase investment in domestic oil and gas
exploration.

Improve mining productivity and resource efficiency.
Strengthen statistical capacity and methodology.
Promote balanced growth across all infrastructure
sectors.

Enhance coordination among statistical agencies.
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Context .

Difference between State and Union Territory

* Demand for restoration of statehood to under the Constitution.

Jammu & Kashmir (J&K) has resurfaced after

the National Conference organized a protest in Critical Analysis

New Dglhi. ' Significance
* The Union Government has reiterated that e Strengthens democratic and representative
statehood will be restored at an "appropriate governance.
time", without announcing a timeline.  Reinforces cooperative federalism.
e Theissue is significant from the perspective of e Enhances accountability of the elected
Indian federalism, Centre-State relations, government.
constitutional governance, and internal * Fulfils constitutional and political
security. commitments.
Challenges
Key Points * Security concerns remain the Centre's primary
e Jammu & Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019 consideration.
bifurcated the erstwhile State into: e Continued terrorism and cross-border
o Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir (with infiltration.
Legislature) » Administrative and fiscal dependence on the
o Union Territory of Ladakh (without Union Government.
Legislature) * Need for institutional restructuring before full
e The Supreme Court (2023 Article 370 statehood.
Judgment) upheld the constitutional validity of
the 2019 changes and recorded the Union Way Forward
Government's assurance regarding restoration e Announce a transparent, time-bound roadmap
of statehood. for restoration.
* Restoration of statehood is viewed by the e Strengthen security and governance
Centre in the context of: simultaneously.
° Security situation e Promote sustained Centre-J&K political
o Terrorism and cross-border infiltration dialogue.
o Governance and administrative stability e Complete phased transfer of administrative
¢ Statehood restoration would require and financial powers.
administrative, legislative and financial * Build institutional capacity for effective self-

restructuring. governance.
Static Linkages
e Article1l - Indiaas a Union of States.
e Article 3 - Parliament's power to form new
States and alter boundaries.
e Part VIII (Articles 239-241) -
Union Territories.

Administration of




Due processisnota
waste of anyone’s time

THJS IS a time when masthy young protesters are still
thronging Jantar Mantar in the national capital, and
when. inthe aftermath of the police crackdown on July
20, they are not assuaged by the government's assur-
anoes. Atthis time, the message fromthe highest courtofthe land
should be: s doos ane opento amy process that protects the rights
ofthevulnerable, fostersaccountability and expandsthe ground
for negotiations. Withdue respect. however, Chief Tustioe of Tndia
Suirya Kant's response to a bovyver who sought the Count’s inter-
vention against police exoess, scemed to highlight agulfberween
citizen aned institwtion, instead of offering a healing towch: “Dont
waste-our time and your time,” he said. And, “We are not inter-
ested invideos, We don'thave time towatch.” These may be only
oral chservations. It is also truethat the CJT cannot be expected
towade through countless Instagram reels and in this polarised
climate, even videos whose authenticity is in doubt. But in the
social mediaage, wordstrince] B, often iy fromitheircontexts,
They can take on a Life of their own — it was the CIT's choboe of
words, earlies, that provided the spark for thesatirical online plat-
form, Cockroach Janta Party. the protests” centrepiece.
Thequestion of police excesses against protesting students
will needtobe addressed. Reports from the Dethi street, inchuding
inthis newspaper, have pointed to the wse of disproportionate
force. induding pellet guns, apart from lathi charges and tear gas
shells. They havehighlighted, too, the short-circuiting, if not out-
right flouting, of established restraints and protocols. Delhi Police
Standing Order 309 and Standing Order 152 Ly down the specific
guidelines that police must follow to disperse protesters — the
Supreme Court's 2012 ruling in the Ramiila Maidan case under-
lined these. An inquiry must ask ifthe police went through the
required paces, Given the demographics and nature of the pro-
testers, largely students, did the police chserve the principle, as
laid dewn by the Court, of “least invasiveness™? Did it use water
cannons before resorting to more injurious methods? Did it fire
the tear gas away from thecrowd, rather than directly intoit?
Asmallsection of the protestens, toa, hinve resosted toviolenoe
and vandalism. assaulting journalists not to their king
topelting stones, these need to bestronghycondemned. A fairand
independent probe — the Delhi High Court has done well toagree
o hear two FiLs on the isswe — must st these abermtions in the
larger context. In aclash between unedquals, it must ensure that
the powerful statedoes not weaponise the nuldbook tosubdue the
powerless cittzen. That's why, with due respect tothe Court, this
needs tobe underlined: Due process is not a waste of time.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

Allegations of police excesses during student
protests against examination-related issues
have raised concerns regarding fundamental
rights, use of force, and judicial oversight.

The Supreme Court declined immediate
intervention during the initial hearing, while the
Delhi High Court agreed to hear PILs on alleged
police excesses.

The issue has reignited debate on balancing
public order with the constitutional right to
peaceful protest.

Key Points

Article 19(1)(a): Freedom of Speech and
Expression.

Article 19(1)(b): Right to assemble peacefully
and without arms.

Article 19(1)(c): Right to form associations.
These rights are subject to reasonable
restrictions under Articles 19(2) & 19(3).
Article 21: Protection of life and personal
liberty; any state action must be fair, just and
reasonable.

Article 32: Right to Constitutional Remedies
before the Supreme Court.

Article 226: High Courts can issue writs for
enforcement of Fundamental Rights and other
legal rights.

o Ramlila Maidan Incident v. Home Secretary,
Union of India (2012):Police must use
minimum necessary force.

o Follow the principle of least invasiveness.

o Action should satisfy the test of
proportionality.
Prakash Singh Case (2006): Directed structural
police reforms to improve accountability and
professionalism.

Static Linkages

Fundamental Rights (Articles 14,19, 21, 32,
2206).

Reasonable Restrictions under Article 19.
Rule of Law.

Doctrine of Proportionality.

Natural Justice.

Public Interest Litigation (PIL).

Judicial Review.

Police Reforms.

Separation of Powers.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Maintenance of public order is a constitutional
obligation of the State.

Judicial review acts as a safeguard against
arbitrary executive action.

PIL mechanism strengthens constitutional
accountability.

Concerns

Alleged disproportionate use of force may
violate Articles 19 and 21.

Failure to follow Supreme Court guidelines on
crowd control.

Excessive force can undermine democratic
dissent and public trust.

Delay in judicial intervention may affect
citizens' confidence in constitutional remedies.

Constitutional Dimensions

Balance between Fundamental Rights and
Public Order.

Rule of Law over Rule by Force.
Proportionality in administrative action.
Accountability of law enforcement agencies.

Way Forward

Strict adherence to Supreme Court guidelines
on crowd management.

Implement Prakash Singh police reforms.
Independent inquiry into allegations of
excessive force.

Prioritize dialogue, mediation and non-violent
crowd-control measures.

Human rights training and standard operating
procedures for police.

Strengthen institutional accountability through
judicial oversight.



Floods shift course.
State response is static

LOODING IS achronicfeatureof Assan’s monsoor. This
year, however, parts of the state far removed from the
banksofthe Brahmaputra and itstributaries have borme
the bruntofthe raging waters. Accordingtothe state gov-
emment, the scale of devastation in the Upper Assam districts of
Sivasagar, Charaideo, Jorhat and Golaghat is “unprecedented”,
More than 20 people lost their lives within 24 hours en Monday
after a wall of water from Nagaland's Mon district spilled into
Assam and surged overembankments. It is now drainingintothe
Brahmaputraoveropenterrain rather than just throughthe tribu-
taries. The Assam government has reportedly told the state as-
semblythat “noonecould have been prepared” forthe calamiry.
That isn't a convincing explanation. The trajectory of the floods
over the past few days isa fallout of Assam'’s topography and the
Brahmaputra’s well-known tendency to shift course. At atime
when climate change is amplifying namral vulnerabilities, the
authorities need tobe more vigilant to minimise suffering.
After emerging from the mountains near Pasighat in Anun-
achal Pradesh’s East Siang district, the Brahmaputra enters the
relatively flat Assam valley. The sharp reduction in gradient
causes the river to slow down and deposit sediment. Over dme,
this has raised the riverbed, reducing the channel'’s capacity to
contain floodwaters, The result is that Upper Assam is increas-
ingly exposed to flood risks onee associated primarily withdown-
stream areas. The Brahmaputra also periodically abandons old
channels and carves out new ones, making it impossible to con-
fine the river within embankments permanently, Yet Assam’s
flood management strategy continues to rely on this approach.
OnSunday, Mon district received morethan athird of its aver-
age July rainfall in about eight hours. With hillsin the region al-
ready sarurated with water from heavy rains earlier this month,
slopes collapsed, triggering landslides that killed nine people in
Magaland, The destruction that followed in Assam underscores
the need for an institutional mechanism that treats rivers as
shared ecological systems and ensurestimely waming and coor-
dinated action across states. The Brahmaputra Board has long
been hampered by staff shortages and inadequate technical ca-
pacity. With extreme weather becoming more frequent, the
Centre and state governments need to reinvigorate the agency.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

e Assam witnessed severe floods after extreme
rainfall in Mon district (Nagaland) led to a
sudden inflow of water into Upper Assam.

e The worst-affected districts included
Sivasagar, Charaideo, Jorhat and Golaghat.

e The event highlighted the increasing
vulnerability of the Brahmaputra basin to
extreme rainfall, sedimentation, and climate
change.

e |t also exposed the need for inter-state river
basin management and stronger flood
forecasting mechanisms.

Key Points

e Brahmaputrais one of the highest sediment-
carrying rivers in the world.

e After entering Assam, the river's gradient
decreases sharply, leading to sediment
deposition (aggradation).

e Sediment deposition raises the riverbed and
reduces its carrying capacity, increasing flood
risk.

e The Brahmaputrais a braided river, frequently
changing its course (channel
migration/avulsion).

* Embankments provide temporary protection
but cannot permanently contain such a
dynamic river.

* Flash floods occur due to intense rainfall over
hilly catchments, while riverine floods occur
due to overflow of major rivers.

Central Water Commission (CWC) is the nodal
agency for flood forecasting in India.

Flood management is primarily the responsibility
of State Governments, with technical and
financial assistance from the Union Government.
Disaster Management Act, 2005 provides the
institutional framework for disaster management
in India.

Increasing frequency of extreme rainfall events is
linked to climate change.

Static Linkages

Origin: Angsi/Chemayungdung Glacier (Tibet).
Known as Yarlung Tsangpo in Tibet, Siang/Dihang
in Arunachal Pradesh, and Jamuna in Bangladesh.
Major tributaries: Subansiri, Lohit, Dibang, Manas,
Dhansiri, Teesta.

The Brahmaputra forms a braided channel
because of its heavy sediment load.

Floodplains and wetlands naturally attenuate
floods by storing excess water.

Integrated River Basin Management (IRBM) is a
globally accepted approach for sustainable river
management.

Critical Analysis
Challenges

Excessive dependence on embankments.

Heavy sedimentation reduces channel capacity.
Weak interstate coordination among basin states.
Encroachment of floodplains and wetlands.
Increasing extreme rainfall due to climate change.
Limited institutional capacity of the Brahmaputra
Board.

Significance

Highlights the need for basin-level planning
instead of state-centric flood management.
Demonstrates the interaction between
geomorphology and climate change.
Reinforces the importance of early warning
systems and integrated disaster governance.

Way Forward

Adopt Integrated River Basin Management
(IRBM).

Strengthen the Brahmaputra Board with
technical and financial resources.

Improve real-time hydrological data sharing
among basin states.

Restore wetlands and floodplains as natural flood
buffers.

Expand flood forecasting using remote sensing
and GIS.

Promote climate-resilient infrastructure and
land-use planning.

Strengthen community-based disaster
preparedness.
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