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Opposition stalls Parliament
for second day over NEET
paper leak, police crackdown

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

Both Houses of Parliament
remained paralysed on the
second day of the Mon-
soon Session on Tuesday
as Opposition members
protested over the alleged
MEET paper leak, the pol-
bee crackdown on students
protesting in New Delhi,
and the alleged Ram Tem-
ple donation theft,

Lok Sabha proceedings
were adjourned twice at 11
am. and noon befiore the
House was adjourned for
the day at 2 p.m. Similar
scenes were witnessed in

the Rajya Sabha.

MPs meet Speaker

A delegation of Opposition
MPs from both Houses, bed
by the Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha, Ra-
hul Gandhi, met Speaker
Om Birla and demanded a
discussion on alleged pol
fce brutality against stu-
dents protesting the educa-
tion system in the national
capital on Momday.

“Met the Hon'ble Lok
Sabha Speaker today along
with MPs of the Opposi-
tion. Cur demand is sim-
ple: Parliament must have
a detailed discussion on
the brutality unleashed on
students yesterday and on
the government's com-
plete lack of accounvability
for the examination crisis.
Students were beaten for

Amid the din: & section of lawmakers raise dagans in the Lok
Sabha in Mew Deihi on Tuesday. s

what Is it for? The Opposi-
tion will not let this be bu-
riec. We will ensure that
the students’ voice is heard
on the streets and in Parlia-
ment,” Mr. Gandhi posted
on X

Later, speaking o the
media in the Parliament
Complex, Mr. Gandhi said
the Speaker had told the
delegation that “he has w
take permission from the
Eovernment for H
discussion™.

Earlier in the day, INDIA
bloc floor leaders met in
the chamber of the Leader
of Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge,
and discussed the Opposi-
tion's strategy for the day.

As soon as the Lok Sab-
ha assembled for the Ques-
tion Hour in the morming,
Opposition members start-
ed raising slogansover the
alleged NEET paper leak
and the police lathi-charge

asking q
about their own future, 11
Parliament cannot discuss
the future of Indias youth,

on pr ing stuclents. Mr.
Birla assured  members
that they would get an op-
portunity to raisce their is

sues as per the rules, Ho
wever, a5 the protests
continued, the Speaker ad-
journed the House, In the
Rajya Sabha too, the first
adjournment came within
seven  minutes of the
House convening. After of-
ficial papers were laid, Mr.
Kharge rose to speak on
the pelice action. Treasury
Bench members raised slo-
gans, and before Mr
Kharge could finish his re-
marks, Chairman C.P. Rad-
‘hakrishnan adjourned the
House till noon.

Shlogans continue

When the House met
again, Secretary-General P
C. Mody read out a mes-
sage from the Lok Sabha
amid commotion. The
House was adjourned al-
maost immediately, During
the post-lunch siting, Op-
position MPs started rais-
ing slogans as soon as pro-
ceedings started. Deputy
Chairman Harivansh then
adjourned the House for

the day.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

Both Houses of Parliament witnessed repeated
adjournments during the Monsoon Session
over Opposition demands for discussion on:

o Alleged irregularities in NEET.

o Police action against protesting students.
Opposition sought discussion through
parliamentary procedures, but proceedings
remained disrupted.

Key Points

Article 79: Parliament consists of the President,
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha.
Article 85: President summons, prorogues
Parliament and dissolves the Lok Sabha.
Article 105: Freedom of speech and
parliamentary privileges.
Article 75(3): Council of Ministers is collectively
responsible to the Lok Sabha.
Speaker of Lok Sabha

o Presides over House proceedings.

o Maintains order and discipline.

o Decides admissibility of various

parliamentary motions.

o Interpretation of Rules of Procedure is final.

Question Hour
o First hour of every sitting.
o Primary instrument of executive
accountability.
o Frequent disruptions weaken parliamentary
oversight.
Zero Hour

o

Informal mechanism for raising urgent public matters
immediately after Question Hour.

e Education

o

Concurrent List (Entry 25, List Ill) after the 42nd
Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976.

e Fundamental Rights

(o]
(e]

Article 19(1)(a): Freedom of speech and expression.
Article 19(1)(b): Right to assemble peacefully without
arms.

Subject to reasonable restrictions under Article 19(2)
& 19(3).

Static Linkages
e Parliamentary accountability is ensured through:

O O O 0O O ©

Question Hour

Zero Hour

Short Duration Discussion (Rule 193, Lok Sabha)
Calling Attention

Adjournment Motion

No-Confidence Motion

Parliamentary Committees

e Parliamentary debates strengthen responsible

government under the parliamentary system.

e Parliament performs:

o
(e]
o
(o]

o
o
(e]

Legislative

Financial

Deliberative

Executive oversight functions.

ECritical Analysis

Significance

Parliamentary discussion is the principal mechanism for
executive accountability.

Examination integrity directly affects governance, human
capital and public trust.

Peaceful democratic dissent is protected under
constitutional provisions.

Challenges

Repeated disruptions reduce legislative productivity.
Loss of Question Hour weakens executive scrutiny.
Political deadlock delays important legislative business.
Public confidence in examination institutions may
decline.

Constitutional Perspective

e Balance between:

Right to protest.
Maintenance of public order.
Effective functioning of Parliament.

e Accountability of public institutions is an essential
feature of constitutional democracy.

fvay Forward

e Strengthen transparency and security in public
examinations.

Improve institutional accountability of examination
agencies.

Utilize parliamentary procedures for structured debate
rather than disruptions.

Protect peaceful democratic expression while ensuring
public order.

Strengthen legislative oversight through effective use of
Question Hour and Parliamentary Committees.



Building an Atmanirbhar philanthropy ecosystem
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e |ndia's philanthropy ecosystem is shifting from
dependence on foreign funding to domestic
philanthropy.

* The debate around the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act (FCRA), 2010 has gained
importance amid rising domestic charitable
giving.

* According to the Bain—Dasra India
Philanthropy Report 2026, domestic
philanthropy now far exceeds foreign
philanthropic inflows.

e The focus is now on creating an Atmanirbhar
(self-reliant) philanthropy ecosystem while
ensuring transparent regulation of foreign
contributions.

Key Points
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA), 2010
e Regulates acceptance and utilization of foreign
contributions by individuals, NGOs and
associations.
* Administered by the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA).
* Objective:
o Protect sovereignty and integrity of India.
o Prevent foreign influence on political, social
and public institutions.
o Ensure transparency and accountability in
utilization of foreign funds.
Major Provisions of FCRA (Amendment), 2020
e Mandatory FCRA account in SBI, New Delhi
Main Branch.
e Prohibits transfer of foreign contribution to
another FCRA-registered NGO.
e Administrative expenditure limit reduced from
50% to 20%.

* Aadhaar identification mandatory for key
functionaries.

e Suspension of registration extended up to 360
days.

Important Facts

e Around 6 lakh voluntary organizations are
registered on NGO Darpan.

e Only about 14,500 NGOs possess active FCRA
registration.

e Foreign contributions increased from nearly
¥10,000 crore to ¥22,000 crore during the last
decade.

* Domestic private philanthropy has reached
approximately ¥1.18 lakh crore annually.

* CSR spending exceeds 340,000 crore annually.

¢ India has over 220 million Demat accounts,
creating potential for retail philanthropy.

Emerging Trends

¢ Increasing role of High-Net-Worth Individuals
(HNIs).

¢ Rise of family philanthropy.

* Growth of digital giving through UPIl and online
platforms.

e Expansion of Social Stock Exchange (SEBI) as a
transparent fundraising platform.

Static Linkages
e Article 19(1)(c): Freedom to form associations.
e Article 19(4): Reasonable restrictions in the
interest of sovereignty and integrity.
¢ Article 38: Promotion of social welfare.
e Article 39: Reduction of inequalities.
e Section 135, Companies Act, 2013: Corporate
Social Responsibility.
e Section 80G, Income Tax Act, 1961: Tax
deduction for eligible donations.
e Social Stock Exchange regulated by SEBI.
e Principles of Good Governance:
o Transparency
Accountability
Rule of Law
Proportionality
Ease of Doing Charity

O O O O

Critical Analysis
Significance
* Protects national sovereignty from undue
foreign influence.
* Encourages self-reliant financing of
development.
* Enhances transparency in NGO funding.
¢ CSR and domestic philanthropy reduce
dependence on foreign grants.
e Strengthens accountability and public trust.



Concerns

Delay in FCRA registration/renewal affects
genuine NGOs.

Compliance burden is high for grassroots
organizations.

Lack of distinction between procedural lapses
and fraud.

Reduced flexibility for collaborative
development projects.

Smaller NGOs face capacity constraints.

Way Forward

Adopt risk-based and proportionate regulation
under FCRA.

Ensure time-bound registration and renewal.
Differentiate procedural violations from
serious offences.

Strengthen FCRA 2.0 digital compliance
system.

Rationalize Section 80G tax incentives to
encourage domestic giving.

Promote philanthropy by HNIs and family
foundations.

Enable donation of listed shares to eligible
charities with safeguards.

Strengthen the Social Stock Exchange to widen
citizen participation.

Improve governance, disclosure and impact
assessment of NGOs.




What India’s young people are saying about families
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

UNFPA released the Demographic Futures

Survey 2026 on World Population Day (11 July).

Survey covered 1.08 lakh+ respondents across
73 countries to assess barriers to family
formation.

India's Total Fertility Rate (TFR) has declined to
2.0, below the replacement level fertility (2.1).
The Ministry of Health & Family Welfare

observed World Population Day with the theme

"Healthy Timing and Spacing of Pregnancies
(HTSP)."

Key Points

TFR: 2.0 (below replacement level).
Most young Indians still prefer two children as
the ideal family size.
Major barriers to childbearing:

o Economic insecurity.

o Housing costs.

o Jobinsecurity.

o Childcare burden.
Young women perform significantly more
unpaid care work than men.
Climate change, unemployment and mental
health concerns increasingly influence family
planning decisions.

o Inter-State fertility variation:Bihar — 2.7

o Sikkim-1.0

India has around 255 million people (15-24
years), providing a demographic dividend
opportunity.

Static Linkages

Total Fertility Rate (TFR): Average number of
children expected to be born per woman.
Replacement Level Fertility: Around 2.1
children per woman.

* Demographic Dividend: Economic growth

resulting from a larger working-age population.

e Demographic Transition: India is in the late
transition stage with declining fertility and
mortality.

o National Population Policy (2000):Achieve
replacement-level fertility.
o Improve reproductive and child health.

¢ National Health Mission (NHM) and Mission
Parivar Vikas support family planning and
maternal health.

e SDGs: Goals 3, 5,8 and 10.

Critical Analysis
Significance
¢ Indicates successful demographic transition.
e Reflects improvements in women's education,
healthcare and family planning.
e Supports long-term human capital
development.
Challenges
e Regional disparities in fertility.
¢ Low female labour force participation.
* Rising ageing population in low-fertility States.
* Youth unemployment delaying family
formation.
¢ Climate change and economic uncertainty
influencing reproductive choices.

Way Forward

e Strengthen maternal and reproductive
healthcare.

e Expand affordable childcare facilities.

¢ Increase female workforce participation.

¢ Promote equal sharing of unpaid care work.

¢ Create quality employment for youth.

e Adopt State-specific population policies.

¢ Invest in skills to maximise demographic
dividend.



A flawed SIR should not be the basis
for distribution of benefits
he Supreme Court has reiterated its posi-
tion that exclusion from the electoral
rolls cannot have consequences unrelat-
ed to voting. The Court was responding to West
Bengal government orders, issued in May-June,
that linked welfare benefits and official caste cer-
tifications to the cutcomes of the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls. Those re-
moved would become ineligible for certain
welfare benefits and certifications under these
orders. A May 19 notification directed that per-
sons removed from the electoral roll should not
continue as beneficiaries of the Annapurna Yoja-
na, a cash transfer scheme for women, unless
they had filed appeals before the SIR tribunal. A
June 4 order directed the deletion of beneficiar-
ies from the Public Distribution System. On May
14, the government decided to re-verify and can-
cel caste certificates of those persons whose
names had been deleted from the rolls. These de-
cisions run contrary to the clear instructions of
the Court in the Bihar SIR case, which specifically
barred authorities from using SIR outcomes for
any purpose other than determining voting
rights. The Court has now issued notices to the
Election Commission of India, the West Bengal
government and the State's Chief Electoral Offic-
er. Approximately 34 lakh appeals have been
filed against SIR outcomes in West Bengal, and
only a tiny fraction of them has been disposed of,
leaving millions in a precarious state of uncer-
tainty. Their exclusion from welfare benefits, in-
cluding food support, is unconscionable.
‘There is a legal paradox in the relationship bet-
ween citizenship and the electoral roll. The roll is
meant to include only citizens, but enrolment on
the roll is not, by itself, proof of citizenship. This
paradox apart, it is a sound and commonsensical
assumption that many citizens are not enrolled as
voters. In other words, all those enlisted as voters
must be citizens, but not all citizens are necessa-
rily enrolled as voters. While this may be a simple
and straightforward proposition, for the State to
link the absence of a person’s name from the
electoral roll to other aspecis of civic life — espe-
cially subsistence benefits - is both illogical and
cruel. In its Bihar SIR judgment, the Court clearly
stated that exclusion from an electoral roll can-
not by itsell determine citizenship status and that
SIR outcomes are linked only to electoral purpos-
es. The specific facts and legal principles relating
to the SIR notwithstanding, larger issues are also
at stake. These include universal human rights
that must apply to all persons, citizens and non-
citizens alike. Clean electoral rolls and targeted
welfare delivery can contribute 1o better gover-
nance. But the state must not take leave of logic
and common sense.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

e The Supreme Court reiterated that exclusion
from the electoral roll cannot have
consequences beyond voting rights.

e [t was hearing petitions against West Bengal
Government orders linking Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) outcomes with:

o Welfare benefits (Annapurna Yojana).

o Public Distribution System (PDS) benefits.

o Verification/cancellation of caste
certificates.

e The Court referred to its earlier Bihar SIR
judgment, which held that SIR outcomes are
only for electoral purposes and cannot
determine citizenship or affect other legal
rights.

e Around 34 lakh appeals have reportedly been
filed against SIR-related exclusions in West
Bengal.

Key Points
o Special Intensive Revision (SIR):Conducted
by the Election Commission of India (ECI) to
maintain accurate electoral rolls.
o Governed by the Representation of the
People Act, 1950.

o Supreme Court's observations:Electoral roll
exclusion does not determine citizenship.
Electoral roll is not proof of citizenship.
Absence from the electoral roll cannot be used
to deny welfare benefits, food security, or caste
certificates.

e Welfare schemes and electoral rolls operate under
different legal frameworks.

¢ Any deprivation of statutory benefits must follow
the relevant law governing that scheme, not
electoral roll status.

Static Linkages

e Article 324 — Powers and functions of the Election
Commission.

e Article 326 - Elections based on Adult Suffrage.

e Article 14 - Equality before Law.

e Article 21 - Right to Life and Dignity.

e Representation of the People Act, 1950 -
Preparation and revision of electoral rolls.

e Representation of the People Act, 1951 - Conduct of
elections.

e Citizenship Act, 1955 - Acquisition and
determination of citizenship.

e National Food Security Act, 2013 - Legal framework
for food security.

Critical Analysis
Constitutional Issues
e Electoral roll exclusion cannot be equated with loss
of citizenship.
e Linking welfare with electoral status may violate
Articles 14 and 21.
e Denial of statutory entitlements without due
process undermines the Rule of Law.
Governance Issues
e Administrative errors in electoral rolls may deprive
genuine beneficiaries.
e Pending appeals create prolonged uncertainty.
e Interlinking unrelated databases increases the risk
of exclusion errors.
Judicial Significance
e Reinforces the distinction between electoral
eligibility and citizenship.
e |imits executive action beyond the scope of
election laws.
e Strengthens constitutional protection against
arbitrary administrative decisions.

Way Forward

e Keep electoral roll revision strictly confined to
electoral purposes.

e Ensure time-bound disposal of SIR appeals.

e Avoid automatic linkage between electoral
databases and welfare schemes.

e Strengthen due process before depriving any
person of statutory benefits.

e Improve voter enrolment and grievance redressal
mechanisms.



Political minefields
Andy Burnham cannot deliver for the
UK. if he remains in survival mode

ndy Burnham, the former Mayor of Grea-
A ter Manchester and the new Prime Minis-
ter of the United Kingdom, has picked a
challenging time to enter office. The revolving
doors at 10 Downing Street appear to be spinning
off their hinges - he will be the seventh Prime Mi-
nister in just over a decade, and the fifth in four
years. Nevertheless, he has promised a fresh
start, and an economic and social revival. To tru-
Iy set himself apart from the fumbling approach
of his predecessor, Keir Starmer, he might have to
spearhead a radical change in governance, and
be willing to redefine the traditional Labour Par-
ty framework to tackle the spiralling crises of cost
of living, fraying global alliances, disagreements
on immigration policy and the fiscal pressures of
an ageing population. He might learn from Mr.
Starmer’s missteps, who won Labour a resound-
ing victory in 2024 with just 34% of the popular
vote. [t was, however, a “loveless landslide” ac-
cording to some analysts, and had more to do
with deep disenchantment with the previous
Conservative governments for losing their grip
on macroeconomic policy management. Alth-
ough Mr. Starmer at the time vowed to restore
“respect to politics”, a mini scandal over govern-
ment officials accepting gifts, a policy furore over
botched plans to cut welfare spending, and an er-
ror of judgement in appointing Peter Mandelson,
discredited by his association with convicted sex
offender Jeffrey Epstein, as U.K. Ambassador to
the U.S., led to Mr. Starmer’s ousting by his party.
To avoid continuing this cycle of leaders who
appear to be unable to govern what appears to be
an increasingly ungovernable polity after Brexit,
and a weary public that is looking for a new mo-
del of governance 1o stabilise their embanled na-
tion amidst political storms, Mr. Burnham will
need to quickly implement reforms while amp-
ing down on infighting and factionalism within
Labour. He has little room to manoeuvre on pu-
blic revenue given his party’s promise not to raise
taxes; yet he will have 1o find innovative ways to
cut the U.K.'s welfare bill and entitlements. Simi-
larly, he cannot abandon European allies in their
support for Ukraine against Russian depreda-
tions on its soil, yet he will have to act quickly to
mend fences with the Donald Trump administra-
tion to prevent further breakdown in the “special
relationship™. On immigration, net migration to
the UK. is said to be down compared to previous
years, yet the thirst for even tighter immigration
policies in some quarters is being contested by
some Labour MPs and progressive leaders, who
are seeking a compromise approach. He will have
to step nimbly across the many political mine-
fields in tackling these challenges, yet remember
that history rewards dynamism and fresh think-
ing, rather than leaders stuck in survival mode.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

* Andy Burnham became the Prime Minister of
the United Kingdom, succeeding Keir Starmer
after a Labour Party leadership change.

¢ The leadership transition comes amid:

o Slow economic growth.

o High cost of living.

o Fiscal pressures due to an ageing
population.

o Immigration debates.

o Post-Brexit economic and diplomatic
challenges.

o Continued support for Ukraine while
maintaining UK-US relations.

e The development is important from the
perspective of comparative governance,
parliamentary democracy, and India-UK
relations.

Key Points

e Country: United Kingdom

e Government System: Constitutional Monarchy
with Parliamentary Democracy.

e Head of State: Monarch.

* Head of Government: Prime Minister.

Legislature: Bicameral Parliament

o House of Commons (Lower House)

o House of Lords (Upper House)

o Major Challenges Before the
Government:Economic slowdown and inflation.
Welfare expenditure and fiscal deficit.
Immigration management.

Strengthening post-Brexit trade.

Maintaining strategic ties with the US, EU and
NATO.

O O O O

Static Linkages

The UK follows the Westminster Model, which
influenced India's parliamentary system.

The Prime Minister is normally the leader of the
majority party in the House of Commons.

The UK has an uncodified Constitution, unlike India's
written Constitution.

Brexit (2020) refers to the UK's withdrawal from the
European Union.

NATO (1949) is a collective defence alliance of
Europe and North America; the UK is a founding
member.

The UK is a permanent member (P5) of the UN
Security Council.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Leadership change may improve political stability in
the UK.

Economic reforms can influence global trade and
investment.

Stable UK governance is important for India-UK FTA
negotiations.

UK's foreign policy will affect European security and
Indo-Pacific cooperation.

Challenges

Limited fiscal space due to high public expenditure.
Managing immigration without affecting labour
supply.

Balancing relations with the EU and the US.
Addressing ageing population and rising welfare
costs.

Sustaining economic growth after Brexit.

Relevance for India

Progress in the India-UK Free Trade Agreement
(FTA).

Defence and technology cooperation.
Investment and financial services.

Mobility of Indian professionals and students.

Way Forward

Pursue sustainable fiscal reforms.

Promote productivity-led economic growth.
Strengthen regional cooperation with Europe.
Balance immigration control with labour market
needs.

Enhance India-UK cooperation in trade, defence,
education and technology.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

A large youth-led protest at Jantar Mantar,
New Delhi, highlighted issues of competitive
examination paper leaks, recruitment delays,
unemployment, and transparency in public
recruitment.

The movement revived debates on
constitutional rights, democratic dissent,
accountability, and governance reforms.

Key Points

Peaceful protest is a constitutional democratic
right.
Growing concerns over:

o Examination paper leaks.

o Delayed government recruitments.

o Transparency and credibility of recruitment

agencies.

Social media played a major role in
mobilization.
The issue links education, employment,
governance, and accountability.

Static Linkages

Preamble - Justice, Liberty, Equality.
Article 14 - Equality before Law.

Article 19(1)(a) - Freedom of Speech and
Expression.
Article 19(1)(b) - Right to Assemble Peacefully

without Arms.

Article 19(2) & 19(3) - Reasonable Restrictions.
Article 21 - Right to Life and Dignity.

Article 39(a) - Adequate Means of Livelihood.
Article 41 - Right to Work (DPSP).
Fundamental Duties (Article 51A) -
Constitution and Public Property.

Respect

Critical Analysis
Significance
¢ Reinforces democratic participation through
peaceful protest.
¢ Highlights the need for credible examination
and recruitment systems.
e Reflects growing youth aspirations regarding
education and employment.
Challenges
* Frequent paper leaks undermine institutional
credibility.
¢ Delayed recruitment increases unemployment
and social frustration.
e Balancing the right to protest with
maintenance of public order.
e Spread of misinformation through digital
platforms.

Way Forward

e Strengthen cybersecurity and digital
safeguards for examinations.

e Ensure time-bound recruitment and vacancy
filling.

e Strict implementation of anti-paper leak laws.

* Increase transparency through technology-
enabled recruitment.

e Establish independent audits of examination
agencies.

e Strengthen grievance redressal mechanisms
for candidates.



Students need to guard against

undermining institutions

Abrrr

0 UNDERSTAND the chaos
gripping our educational
spaces — assean Inthe recent
protests in Delhi and else-
where — It §s necessary to
revisit Jean-Tacques Rowsseain's concepl
of the Social Contract. Rousseau has

ward confrontation, It leads to.ashrinking
of the faith citizens have in their public in-
stitutlons, with the focus shifting to
physical clashes,

Therefore, any genuine progress in
administrative reforms is sidelined

Public Grievance Redressal mechanisms.
Judicial Review.

Parliamentary oversight.

Local Self-Government Institutions.
Democratic PrincipleDissent is an essential
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Context Critical Analysis
e Recent student protests in Delhi have revived Significance
. ° .« .
the debate on the balance between democratic Peaceful protests strengthen participatory
dissent and institutional stability. democracy.

* Promote governmental accountability.
e Encourage policy reforms through democratic
engagement.
¢ Reflect active citizen participation.
Challenges
¢ Violent protests undermine the Rule of Law.
e Damage public property and disrupt essential
services.
* Increase political polarization.
e Erode public trust in democratic institutions.
Constitutional Perspective

e Theissue highlights the importance of
constitutional methods, peaceful protests, and
institutional accountability in a democracy.

e [talso brings attention to Jean-Jacques
Rousseau's Social Contract Theory,
emphasizing citizens' consent to laws and
institutions for ensuring collective welfare.

Key Points
o Social Contract (Jean-Jacques
Rousseau)State derives legitimacy from the
consent of the governed. ¢ Rights must be balanced with Fundamental
o Citizens accept laws for the common good Duties.
(General Will). * Democratic dissent should remain within
constitutional limits.
e |nstitutional reforms should be pursued
through lawful mechanisms.

o Rights are accompanied by civic
responsibilities.

o Constitutional FrameworkArticle 19(1)(a):
Freedom of Speech and Expression.

o Article 19(1)(b): Right to assemble
peacefully without arms.

Way Forward
e Strengthen institutional grievance redressal

o Articles 19(2) & 19(3): Reasonable mechanisms.
restrictions in the interests of public order, * Promote constitutional literacy and civic
education.

sovereignty, integrity, etc.
o Article 51A: Fundamental Duties—abide by * Encourage structured dialogue between
the Constitution, safeguard public governments and stakeholders.
property, promote harmony, develop e Ensure timely institutional response to public
scientific temper. grievances.
o |nstitutional MechanismsRight to * Uphold peaceful democratic participation
Information (RTI) Act, 2005. while maintaining public order.




Lifting off, reaching a
new space milestone
T HE SUCCESSFULlaunchof Skyroot Acrospace’s Vik-

ram-1 rocket marks a defining moment in India's
space journcy. It signals a transition from a pro-
gramme led almost exclusively by the state-run 15RO
toone inwhich private enterprise is emerging as adriver of in-
novation. With this achlevement, India entered an exclusive
league: Until Skyroot's mission on Saturday, only private com-
panies in the United States and China had independently de-
veloped and launched rockets that reached orbit. The mile-
stone oomes six years after the govermment opened the space
seCtor to private participation in 2020, a reform that was then
institutionalised through the Indian Space Policy, 2023, The
resultsof the policy are beginning to show, The country is now
heoarmee vo around 400 space start-ups working across the value
chain, from launch vehicles and satellites to space-grade elec-
tronics and dovwnstream applications, The sector is currently
valued at roughly Bs 70,000 crone, and the government cxpects
itto expand four- o five-fobd over the coming decade.
s mission is also important becanse itsdirected at the
Low Earth Orbit (LEQ) — a region of space where an increasing
number of countries are looking to carve a niche. Today, Earth
observation, weather forecasting and telecommunication aneno
longerthe preserve of government agencies. While the large geo-
stationary satellites that operate at altitudes close to 37000 km
areundikety v muchof econ-
oy inthe coming decades isexpected tobedriven by satellites
that orbit berween 160-2,000 km above Easth's surface. The pro-
liferation of satellites weighing amywhene from a few kg toa few
Tunclred kg has created a market that is expanding faster than
any national space agency can serve on its own. Shifting com-
mercial launehes o private pliners would, therefore, free 1SRO
o focus on deep-space exploration missions such as Chan-
dryan and Gaganyaan,

That said, ISROs handholding role cannot be discounted. In-
diia's premier space research agency provided most of the infra-
structune used to design Vikmm-1 By all accounts, the contours
of the public-private partnership in India will be very different
Trom the US for at least a decade — companies such as SpaceX
estgn and build products independently ol NASAand then sell
themtothe space research agency. Indian companies like Skymoot
ook, instead, become competitive by workingon the country's
traditional strengih in low-cost manufaciuring, This ks the way
forward, but they will have their work cut out inan ecosystem
whiszunfosgiving namure has been demonstrated by the collapse
of US compeanies such is Viector Launch and Vingin Orbit,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

e Skyroot Aerospace successfully launched
Vikram-1, becoming the first Indian private
company to develop and launch an orbital-
class rocket.

* The achievement marks the success of the
space sector reforms (2020) and the Indian
Space Policy, 2023.

e [t strengthens India's position in the rapidly
growing commercial space economy,
particularly in Low Earth Orbit (LEO) satellite
launches.

Key Points
e Space sector opened: 2020.
¢ [ndian Space Policy: 2023.
* Private ecosystem: Around 400 space start-
ups.
* Estimated size of India's space economy:
~%70,000 crore.
e Government target: 4-5 times growth over the
next decade.
e LEO altitude: 160-2,000 km.
e Geostationary Orbit (GEO): 35,786 km above
Earth.
o Major institutions:ISRO - Research &
strategic missions.
o [N-SPACe - Promotion, authorization and
regulation of private space activities.
o NSIL - Commercial arm of ISRO.
o Major applications of LEO satellites:Earth
Observation
o Communication
o Weather Forecasting

o Navigation
o Remote Sensing
e Greater private participation enables ISRO to
focus on Gaganyaan, Chandrayaan and future
deep-space missions.

Static Linkages

e Department of Space functions under the Prime
Minister.

e India's space programme was founded under Dr.
Vikram Sarabhai.

e PSLVisIndia's workhorse launch vehicle for polar
and sun-synchronous satellites.

e GSLV/LVM3 are used for heavier payloads and
GTO missions.

e LEO satellites have short orbital periods and
lower communication latency than GEO satellites.

e GEO satellites remain fixed relative to Earth and
are ideal for communication and meteorology.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Boosts India's commercial launch capability.
e Reduces dependence on government-led space
missions.
e Enhances India's share in the global space
economy.
e Promotes indigenous technology and
manufacturing.
e Creates high-skilled employment and attracts
investment.
e Allows ISRO to prioritize strategic and scientific
missions.
Challenges
e High capital and technology requirements.
e Dependence on ISRO infrastructure.
e Regulatory framework still evolving.
e Competition from established global launch
companies.
e Space debris and orbital sustainability concerns.
e Limited access to private funding and insurance.

Way Forward

e Strengthen implementation of the Indian Space
Policy, 2023.

e Expand launch and testing infrastructure for
private firms.

e Increase R&D and venture capital support.

e Develop a comprehensive space insurance and
liability framework.

e Promote industry—academia collaboration.

e Strengthen space situational awareness and
debris mitigation.

e Enhance global commercial partnerships while
safeguarding strategic interests.



Protect seafarers, and
the maritime order

HE KILLING of four Indian seafarers in the Russia-

Ulkraine war is tragic. It also signals the erosion of long-

standing norms, underpinned by intermational law, that

are meant to protect clivillan maritime commerce. The

MV Golden Len, struck by a Russian missile in an attack that killed

10 seafarersinall while departing a Ukrainian port, was nota mili-

viessel but a merchant ship. New Delhi has summoned Rus-

sia's chargé d'affaires and lodged a protest — rightly so, given the

lossof Indian lives and India’s stake in the freedom and safety of

commerceatsea. Inthe past fewweeks, Indian seafarers, includ-

ing threeaboard the MT Settebelln, have been amongsailors killed

imand around the Strait of Hommuez, as merchant shipping and
civilian crews are increasingly caught in the line of fire,

The purpose of International Humanitarian Law is to shield
non-combatants from the horrors of war, Repeated attacks on
shippingsuggest that these protectionsare being increasinghy vi-
olated, especially when great-power interests are involved. Mer-
chant vessels engaged in civilian commerce cannot lawfully be
attacked unless they are being used for military purposes. The
MV Golden Leowas reportedly carrying grain when itwas struck.
The global economy depends on maritime shippingand its con-
tinuanceeven amid conflict. Ukraine remains oneoftheworld's
leading grain exporters, supplying markets across Europe, North
Africaand Asia; dismuptions acrossthe Hormuz have already ex-
posed the vulnerability of global energy supplies.

Maorethan 10 percent of the workd'sseafarers are Indian, many
serving aboard foreign-flagged vessels such as the MV Golden
Leo(Guinea-Bissau) and the MT Settebello(Palau). Followingthe
deaths of two Indlan seafarers in West Asia last week, the Direc-
torate General of Shipping has advised shipowners, ship man-
agers and recruitment agencies against deploving Indian sea-
farers on voyages through the Strait of Hormuz. These are
necessary steps. New Delhi must also defend the norms that pro-
tectcivilian shipping. When merchant ships becometargets, itis
not only seafarers whoareat risk, but the maritime orderthat has
long kept the world'scommerce afloat.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

* Four Indian seafarers were killed after the MV
Golden Leo, a civilian merchant vessel, was
struck by a missile while departing a Ukrainian
port.

¢ [ndia lodged a diplomatic protest and
summoned the Russian Chargé d'Affaires.

e Earlier, Indian seafarers aboard MT Settebello
were also killed amid hostilities near the Strait
of Hormuz.

e DG Shipping advised against deploying Indian
seafarers on voyages through the Strait of
Hormuz due to security risks.

* Theincident highlights concerns regarding the
protection of civilian shipping under
International Humanitarian Law (IHL) and the
security of global Sea Lines of Communication
(SLOCs).

Key Points

e Merchant vessels are protected under
International Humanitarian Law (IHL) unless
used for military purposes.

e Geneva Conventions (1949) and customary IHL
require distinction between civilian and
military targets.

e UNCLOS, 1982 guarantees freedom of
navigation on the high seas.

e Around 90% of world merchandise trade (by
volume) moves through sea routes. (UNCTAD)

* India contributes over 10% of the global
seafaring workforce, making protection of
seafarers a strategic concern.

e The Strait of Hormuz carries nearly one-fifth of
global oil trade, while the Black Sea is a major
grain export corridor.

Static Linkages

* Geneva Conventions, 1949.

¢ International Humanitarian Law (Principles of
Distinction & Proportionality).

¢ United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS), 1982.

¢ Freedom of Navigation.

* |Innocent Passage & Transit Passage.

¢ International Maritime Organization (IMO).

e Directorate General of Shipping (DG Shipping).

e Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs).

* India's SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in
the Region) initiative.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Reinforces the importance of rules-based
maritime order.
* Highlights India's growing responsibility as a
major supplier of global seafarers.
e Underlines the strategic importance of secure
global shipping lanes.
Challenges
* Increasing attacks on civilian merchant
shipping.
e Weak enforcement of International
Humanitarian Law.
e Threat to global food, energy and supply
chains.
¢ Rising insurance and freight costs.
* Greater risks for Indian seafarers on foreign-
flagged vessels.

Way Forward

e Strengthen compliance with International
Humanitarian Law.

e Enhance maritime security cooperation
through IMO and regional mechanisms.

e Expand Indian Navy's protection of commercial
shipping in high-risk regions.

e Improve intelligence-sharing and maritime
domain awareness.

e Strengthen welfare, insurance and evacuation
mechanisms for Indian seafarers.

¢ Promote diplomatic efforts to ensure freedom
of navigation and protection of civilian

shipping.
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