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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Ministry of Commerce & Industry released
the revised Index of Core Industries (ICI) with
2022–23 as the new base year, replacing 2011–
12.
Iron Ore has been included as the 9th core
industry.
The revised index recorded 5% YoY growth in
June 2026, the highest in the last five months.

Key Points 
Published by: Office of the Economic Adviser
(OEA), DPIIT, Ministry of Commerce & Industry.
Purpose: Measures the production
performance of India's core infrastructure
industries.
Base Year: 2022–23 (Earlier: 2011–12).

Core Industries (9):  Coal, Crude Oil, Natural
Gas, Refinery Products, Fertilisers, Steel,
Cement, Electricity, Iron Ore (Newly Added)

Weight in IIP: 40.27% (Revised Series).
June 2026 GrowthOverall ICI: 5%
Iron Ore: 43.9%
Electricity: 9.8%
Cement: 9.8%
Steel: 4.6%
Coal: 1.4%

Negative GrowthCrude Oil: −4.2%
Natural Gas: −7.4%
Refinery Products: −4.7%
Fertilisers: −3.3%

Reason for high Iron Ore growth: Statistical Base
Effect (low production in June 2025).

Static Linkages 
Index of Core Industries (ICI) is a leading indicator
of industrial growth.
Index of Industrial Production (IIP) covers Mining,
Manufacturing and Electricity sectors.
Core industries account for 40.27% of the weight
in the IIP.
Base Year Revision improves statistical accuracy
by reflecting changes in production structure and
consumption patterns.
Base Effect: A low output in the previous year can
artificially inflate the current year's growth rate.
Higher growth in steel, cement and electricity
generally indicates improvement in infrastructure
and construction activity.
Persistent decline in crude oil and natural gas
reflects India's continued dependence on energy
imports.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Updated base year reflects the present industrial
structure.
Inclusion of Iron Ore improves representation of
the mining sector.
Better indicator for industrial and infrastructure
performance.
Supports evidence-based economic
policymaking.

Challenges
High growth partly driven by the base effect
rather than broad-based expansion.
Declining hydrocarbon sectors indicate
continued import dependence.
Weak refinery output may affect petroleum
exports.
Fertiliser contraction could impact agricultural
input availability.

Way Forward
Periodically revise statistical indices to reflect
structural changes.
Increase domestic exploration of oil and natural
gas.
Strengthen critical mineral and iron ore supply
chains.
Promote renewable energy to reduce fossil fuel
dependence.
Improve industrial competitiveness through
technology and logistics reforms.
Enhance quality and timeliness of industrial data.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Four Indian seafarers were killed and one
critically injured after the merchant vessel MV
Golden Leo was attacked while departing
Odessa Port (Ukraine) on 19 July 2026.
Ukraine attributed the attack to Russia; Russia
had not officially responded at the time of
reporting.
India condemned the attack, stating that
targeting commercial shipping and civilian
crew members violates the principle of
freedom of navigation.
Ukraine informed the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) regarding the incident.

Key Points
Odessa is Ukraine's principal port on the Black
Sea, crucial for grain exports.
The attack highlights the increasing risks to
merchant shipping amid the Russia–Ukraine
conflict.
India reiterated support for:

Freedom of navigation.
Uninterrupted maritime commerce.
Protection of civilian seafarers.

India is among the largest suppliers of
seafarers to the global merchant fleet.
Disruptions to maritime trade can affect:

Global food security.
Energy supply chains.
Freight and insurance costs.

Static Linkages
UNCLOS, 1982Guarantees freedom of
navigation on the high seas.
Provides the legal framework governing
maritime activities.
International Maritime Organization
(IMO)UN specialized agency.
Headquarters: London, United Kingdom.
Functions:

Maritime safety.

Maritime security.
Prevention of marine pollution.

Black SeaConnected to the Mediterranean
Sea through:

Bosporus Strait
Sea of Marmara
Dardanelles Strait

Odessa PortUkraine's largest commercial
seaport.
Key gateway for grain exports under Black
Sea trade routes.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reinforces the importance of freedom of
navigation for global trade.
Highlights the vulnerability of Indian seafarers
in conflict zones.
Demonstrates the economic impact of
geopolitical conflicts on maritime trade.

Challenges
Escalating attacks on merchant vessels.
Weak enforcement of international maritime
law during armed conflicts.
Rising shipping insurance and transportation
costs.
Threat to global supply chains and food
security.

Way Forward
Strengthen international cooperation through
the IMO and the UN.
Enhance protection and advisories for Indian
seafarers.
Promote adherence to UNCLOS and
international humanitarian law.
Improve maritime domain awareness and
crisis-response mechanisms.
Encourage peaceful resolution of maritime
conflicts through diplomacy.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

In June 2026, the Supreme Court in Maniyar
Iliyaz @ Shaik Riyaz vs. P. Ayyappan (2026) held
that walking on demarcated footpaths is a
Fundamental Right.
The Court ruled that safe and accessible
footpaths are protected under Article 19(1)(d)
(Freedom of Movement) and Article 21 (Right to
Life).
It directed all States and Union Territories to
frame policies and guidelines for the
construction, maintenance, and protection of
footpaths.
The judgment reinforces pedestrian rights,
inclusive urban planning, road safety, and
active mobility.

Key Points
Walking on safe footpaths is a Fundamental
Right under Articles 19(1)(d) and 21.
States/UTs must develop footpath policies and
maintenance guidelines.

WHO India Physical Activity Profile
202449.4% of adults are physically inactive.
57.2% of women do not meet recommended
activity levels.
74% of adolescents (11–17 years) are
insufficiently active.
WHO recommends 150–300 minutes of
moderate-intensity physical activity per
week for adults.
Road Accidents in India 2024
(MoRTH)Pedestrians and two-wheeler users
account for nearly 67% of road fatalities,
highlighting the need for safer pedestrian
infrastructure.

Walkable cities support:
Public health
Road safety
Sustainable transport
Social inclusion
Universal accessibility

Static Linkages
Article 19(1)(d) – Freedom to move freely throughout
India.
Article 21 – Right to Life includes the right to live with
dignity and safety.
Article 14 – Equality before law and equal access to
public infrastructure.
Article 243W & Twelfth Schedule – Urban planning,
roads, bridges, and public amenities are functions of
Urban Local Bodies.
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016 –
Mandates barrier-free public infrastructure.
Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and
Regulation of Street Vending) Act, 2014 – Balances
livelihood protection with regulated vending.
National Urban Transport Policy (2006) – Promotes
"Moving People, Not Vehicles."
MoHUA Complete Streets Framework – Prioritises
pedestrians and non-motorised transport.
SDG 3 – Good Health and Well-being.
SDG 11 – Sustainable Cities and Communities.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Expands the scope of Article 21 through pedestrian
rights.
Promotes human-centric urban planning over vehicle-
centric planning.
Supports preventive healthcare by encouraging
walking.
Improves road safety for vulnerable road users.
Strengthens accessibility for women, children, elderly,
and Persons with Disabilities (PwDs).

Challenges
Widespread encroachment of footpaths.
Weak enforcement by Urban Local Bodies.
Inadequate funding for pedestrian infrastructure.
Lack of universal accessibility standards.
Poor coordination among urban agencies.
Car-centric urban development.

Way Forward
Make continuous, barrier-free footpaths mandatory in
all urban road projects.
Strict enforcement against parking and encroachments
on footpaths.
Develop dedicated vending zones under the Street
Vendors Act.
Integrate walking with public transport planning.
Conduct periodic walkability audits by Urban Local
Bodies.
Promote Complete Streets and Transit-Oriented
Development (TOD).
Launch a National Active Mobility Mission linking
health, transport, and urban development.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Canada has announced a major shift in its
defence policy in response to evolving global
security challenges and emerging technologies.
India and Canada have agreed to strengthen
defence cooperation through a Defence
Dialogue, defence industrial collaboration,
space technology, and critical minerals.
The partnership aligns with both countries'
objective of enhancing resilience in the Indo-
Pacific and securing strategic supply chains.

Key Points
Defence Cooperation

Defence Advisers appointed in Ottawa and
New Delhi.
Agreement to establish a Canada–India
Defence Dialogue.
Participation in joint military exercises:

RIMPAC (Rim of the Pacific Exercise)
Exercise Talisman Sabre

Exchange between India's National Defence
College and Canadian military institutions.

Defence Industrial Cooperation
Canada established a Defence Investment
Agency.
Launched a Defence Industrial Strategy to
diversify defence supply chains.
Potential cooperation in:

Defence manufacturing
Aerospace
Drones
Defence innovation
Maintenance and sustainment

Space Cooperation
Canada has expertise in:

RADARSAT (Synthetic Aperture Radar
satellites)
Space robotics
Satellite components

India contributes:

Cost-effective satellite manufacturing
Launch capabilities
Expanding space ecosystem

Critical Minerals
Canada possesses reserves of 31 critical minerals.
Key resources:

Rare Earth Elements
Uranium
Cobalt
Tungsten

India–Canada MoU on Critical Minerals Value Chain
(2026) aims to build resilient supply chains.

Importance for India
Supports Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence.
Diversifies sources of strategic minerals.
Enhances defence manufacturing capability.
Strengthens Indo-Pacific strategic partnerships.

Static Linkages
Strategic Autonomy remains the cornerstone of India's
foreign policy.
Defence cooperation includes:

Joint exercises
Military exchanges
Technology transfer
Defence industrial collaboration

Critical minerals are essential for:
Defence equipment
Semiconductors
Electric vehicles
Renewable energy

Defence indigenisation initiatives:
Atmanirbhar Bharat
Make in India
iDEX
Defence Industrial Corridors

Space technology supports:
Maritime Domain Awareness
Border surveillance
Disaster management

Critical Analysis
Significance

Diversifies India's defence partnerships.
Strengthens trusted critical mineral supply chains.
Supports indigenous defence manufacturing.
Enhances cooperation in emerging technologies.
Promotes Indo-Pacific security.

Challenges
Bilateral political trust needs sustained improvement.
Export control and technology transfer restrictions.
High investment requirements for defence
manufacturing.
Global competition for critical minerals.

Way Forward
Institutionalise annual Defence Dialogue.
Expand joint military exercises.
Promote defence co-development and co-production.
Operationalise the Critical Minerals MoU.
Deepen cooperation in AI, cyber security, drones and
space technology.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Recent arrests and police action in Tamil Nadu
against individuals for social media posts and
public remarks critical of the Chief Minister and
Ministers have triggered debate over freedom
of speech, democratic accountability, and
misuse of criminal law.
The issue highlights the constitutional balance
between Article 19(1)(a) (Freedom of Speech
and Expression) and reasonable restrictions
under Article 19(2).

Key Points
Alleged use of criminal defamation and cyber-
related provisions against critics.
Raises concerns over:

Freedom of Speech and Expression.
Rule of Law.
Political neutrality of police.
Democratic tolerance of dissent.

Distinction between:
Legitimate criticism (Constitutionally
protected).
Hate speech, incitement to violence, and
public disorder (Subject to reasonable
restrictions).

Static Linkages
Article 19(1)(a): Freedom of Speech and
Expression.
Article 19(2): Reasonable restrictions on grounds
such as sovereignty, security of State, public
order, decency, morality, contempt of court,
defamation, incitement to an offence, and
friendly relations with foreign States.
Article 14: Equality before Law.
Article 21: Due Process and Personal Liberty.
Rule of Law (A.V. Dicey).
Civil vs Criminal Defamation.

Important Supreme Court Judgments
Romesh Thappar v. State of Madras (1950): Free
political discussion is essential for democracy.
Kedar Nath Singh v. State of Bihar (1962): Mere
criticism of the government is not sedition unless
it incites violence.
Shreya Singhal v. Union of India (2015): Section
66A of the IT Act struck down; distinction
between discussion, advocacy, and incitement.
Subramanian Swamy v. Union of India (2016):
Criminal defamation held constitutionally valid.
Anuradha Bhasin v. Union of India (2020):
Freedom of speech extends to the internet.

Critical Analysis
Constitutional Concerns

Repeated arrests may create a chilling effect on
free speech.
Criminal law should not become a substitute for
political accountability.
Democratic governments are expected to
tolerate criticism.

Government's Perspective
Duty to prevent:

Hate speech.
Defamation.
Public disorder.
Online misinformation.

Challenges
Defining the boundary between criticism and
unlawful speech.
Preventing misuse of criminal provisions.
Ensuring police independence.
Balancing reputation with free speech.

Way Forward
Strict adherence to Article 19(2) and Supreme
Court guidelines.
Avoid unnecessary arrests in speech-related
cases.
Prefer civil remedies in ordinary defamation
disputes.
Ensure political neutrality of police.
Promote constitutional values, tolerance of
dissent, and democratic accountability.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Supreme Court held that ambiguous
insurance policy terms should not prejudice
policyholders.
It ruled that if an insurer intends to exclude
cross-border motor insurance coverage (e.g.,
travel to Nepal), such exclusion must be
expressly stated in the policy.
The Court advised IRDAI to issue uniform
guidelines on cross-border motor insurance
coverage.

Key Points
Insurance contracts are standard-form
contracts, drafted solely by insurers.
Ambiguous clauses should be interpreted
against the insurer (Contra Proferentem
principle).
Courts should interpret insurance policies in a
manner that furthers the beneficial object of
the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988.
The Court noted the absence of a clear
legal/regulatory framework governing cross-
border insurance coverage for Indian vehicles.
IRDAI was advised to standardise policy
wording and cross-border coverage clauses.
The Court also stressed the need for well-
reasoned MACT orders to reduce litigation and
delays.

Static Linkages
Motor Vehicles Act, 1988

Mandatory third-party insurance.
Motor Accident Claims Tribunals (MACT).
Social welfare legislation for road accident
victims.

Insurance Regulatory and Development
Authority Act, 1999

Establishes IRDAI as the insurance
regulator.
Consumer Protection Act, 2019Protection
against unfair trade practices and
deficiency in services.

Doctrine of Contra Proferentem
Ambiguous contractual terms are
interpreted against the party drafting the
contract.

Articles 14, 21, 38 & 39A of the Constitution
reinforce fairness, access to justice and social
welfare.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens consumer rights in insurance
contracts.
Promotes plain-language drafting of insurance
policies.
Reduces scope for arbitrary claim rejection.
Improves certainty in cross-border motor
insurance.
Supports the welfare objective of the Motor
Vehicles Act.

Challenges
No explicit statutory framework for cross-
border insurance coverage.
Lack of uniform insurance policy wording.
Poorly reasoned MACT orders increase
pendency and appeals.
Possible increase in insurers' compliance costs.

Way Forward
IRDAI should issue standardised cross-border
insurance guidelines.
Mandate plain-language insurance policies with
explicit exclusions.
Strengthen MACT capacity through judicial
training.
Clarify insurance provisions under the Inter-
Country Transport Vehicles Rules, 2021.
Enhance consumer awareness regarding
territorial coverage and endorsements.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Recent protests demanding reforms in the
education sector led to police action and
subsequent dialogue between the Union
Government and protesters.
The developments have renewed debate on
constitutional rights, democratic dissent, and
the balance between Fundamental Rights and
public order.

Key Points
Peaceful protest is protected under Article
19(1)(a) (Freedom of Speech and Expression)
and Article 19(1)(b) (Right to Assemble
Peacefully).
These rights are subject to reasonable
restrictions under Articles 19(2) and 19(3) in
the interests of:

Sovereignty and Integrity of India
Security of the State
Public Order
Decency and Morality

Article 21 guarantees protection of life and
personal liberty during state action.
Democratic governance requires balancing
civil liberties with maintenance of public order.

Static Linkages
Articles 19(1)(a), 19(1)(b), 19(2), 19(3), 21, 14
Rule of Law
Constitutional Morality
Doctrine of Proportionality
Reasonable Restrictions under Fundamental
Rights
Role of Civil Society and Pressure Groups
Landmark Judgment:

Amit Sahni v. Commissioner of Police
(2020): Peaceful protest is a constitutional
right but public spaces cannot be occupied
indefinitely.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens participatory democracy.
Enhances government accountability.
Facilitates policy feedback through citizen
participation.

Challenges
Balancing individual liberty with public order.
Excessive use of force may affect
constitutional freedoms.
Politicisation of protests may dilute genuine
public concerns.
Lack of institutional grievance redressal can
intensify public unrest.

Way Forward
Institutionalise stakeholder consultation
before major policy decisions.
Ensure police action follows the principle of
necessity and proportionality.
Strengthen grievance redressal mechanisms.
Promote continuous dialogue between
government and civil society.
Uphold Fundamental Rights while maintaining
public order.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Large-scale defections and political
realignments ahead of the Monsoon Session of
Parliament have reignited the debate on the
effectiveness of the Anti-Defection Law (Tenth
Schedule).
The issue highlights concerns over delays in
deciding disqualification petitions and the
increasing use of the two-thirds merger
provision to bypass the law.

Key Points
Anti-Defection Law

Introduced through the 52nd Constitutional
Amendment Act, 1985 by inserting the
Tenth Schedule.
Objective: Prevent political defections and
ensure stability of elected governments.

Grounds for Disqualification
Voluntarily giving up membership of a
political party.
Voting/abstaining against the party whip
without permission.
Independent member joining a political
party after election.
Nominated member joining a political party
after six months.

91st Constitutional Amendment Act, 2003
Deleted exemption for one-third split.
Only a merger supported by at least two-
thirds of the legislature party is exempt
from disqualification.

Decision-Making Authority
Speaker (Lok Sabha/Legislative Assembly) and
Chairman (Rajya Sabha/Legislative Council).
Their decisions are subject to judicial review.

Important Supreme Court Judgments
Kihoto Hollohan v. Zachillhu (1992): Upheld the
Tenth Schedule; Speaker's decision is reviewable
by courts.
Keisham Meghachandra Singh (2020):
Disqualification petitions should ordinarily be
decided within 3 months.

Committee Recommendation
170th Law Commission Report (1999): Suggested
limiting the whip to votes affecting government
stability.
Dinesh Goswami Committee (1990):
Recommended disqualification only for votes
affecting the survival of the government.

Static Linkages
Tenth Schedule
Articles 102(2) & 191(2)
52nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1985
91st Constitutional Amendment Act, 2003
Judicial Review (Basic Structure Doctrine)
Office of Speaker and Chairman
Party Whip
Parliamentary Democracy

Critical Analysis
Significance

Prevents political instability.
Preserves the electoral mandate.
Reduces unethical political defections.
Strengthens responsible government.

Challenges
Delay in deciding disqualification petitions.
Speaker's perceived political bias.
Two-thirds merger provision facilitates mass
defections.
Restricts legislative independence through
excessive use of the party whip.
Encourages political bargaining instead of
ideological politics.

Way Forward
Prescribe a constitutional/statutory time limit for
deciding disqualification petitions.
Transfer adjudicatory power to an independent
tribunal or the Election Commission.
Restrict the whip to confidence motions, Money
Bills, and no-confidence motions.
Strengthen internal democracy in political parties.
Ensure greater transparency in mergers and
resignations.
Consider requiring defecting legislators to seek a
fresh electoral mandate.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Recent protests in New Delhi highlighted
concerns over:

Recurring competitive examination paper
leaks.
Delays in recruitment examinations and
appointments.
Rising youth unemployment.
Demand for systemic reforms in the
education and recruitment process.

The issue also revived debate on the
constitutional right to peaceful protest and the
State's response to public demonstrations.

Key Points
Examination irregularities undermine merit-
based recruitment.
Delayed recruitment affects employment
generation and governance efficiency.
Peaceful protests are an important democratic
mechanism for public participation.
Government accountability and institutional
transparency are essential for maintaining
public trust.
Parliament remains the constitutional forum
for addressing citizens' grievances.

Static Linkages
Article 19(1)(a): Freedom of Speech and
Expression.
Article 19(1)(b): Right to Assemble Peacefully
and Without Arms.

Article 19(2) & 19(3): Reasonable Restrictions.
Article 14: Equality before Law.
Article 16: Equality of Opportunity in Public
Employment.
Article 21: Right to Life (expanded to include
dignity and fair procedure through judicial
interpretation).
Rule of Law.
Parliamentary Democracy.
Constitutional Morality.
Good Governance: Transparency,
Accountability and Responsiveness.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Protects democratic participation through
peaceful dissent.
Highlights need for transparent recruitment
systems.
Reinforces accountability of public institutions.

Challenges
Frequent examination leaks reduce
institutional credibility.
Recruitment delays increase educated
unemployment.
Excessive restrictions on peaceful protests
may affect democratic freedoms.
Weak grievance-redress mechanisms reduce
public confidence.

Constitutional Dimension
Right to protest is protected under Article 19,
subject to reasonable restrictions.
State must balance public order with
fundamental freedoms.
Democratic governance requires dialogue
alongside maintenance of law and order.

Way Forward
Strengthen digital security and auditing of
examinations.
Ensure time-bound recruitment and vacancy
filling.
Implement stricter anti-paper leak
mechanisms.
Improve transparency through independent
oversight.
Strengthen grievance-redress systems for
aspirants.
Promote institutional dialogue with
stakeholders while safeguarding constitutional
rights.
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