DALY
NEWS

FPAPLER
ANALYSIS

DATE - 18/07/2026

SOURCE : THE HINDU & INDIAN
EXPRESS

CIVILS WITH AKASH
SECTOR 25 CHANDIGARH



SC opposes use of SIR data for non-poll tasks

Court issues notice 1o the Election Commission
and Bengal govt. after Congress leader's petition

Court declares that SIR cannot heusedforother
, least of all to

The petition sought direc:  are affecring ciil_ rights.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
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Context of the News

The Supreme Court reiterated that the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls is only
an election-related exercise and cannot be
used to determine citizenship or deny welfare
benefits.
While hearing a petition concerning West
Bengal, the Court referred to its May 27, 2026
judgment in the Bihar SIR case.
The petition challenged State government
orders allegedly linking electoral roll deletions
with:

o Public Distribution System (PDS) benefits,

o Annapurna cash transfer scheme,

o Verification/cancellation of Backward Class

certificates.

The Court issued notices to the Election
Commission of India (ECI), the West Bengal
Government, and the Chief Electoral Officer,
West Bengal.

Key Points

SIR is exclusively for preparation and
purification of electoral rolls.

Deletion from the electoral roll does not
amount to loss of citizenship.

ECl is not the authority to determine
citizenship under the Constitution.
Citizenship disputes must be decided under
the Citizenship Act, 1955 by the competent
authority.

ECI may refer doubtful citizenship cases to the
government but cannot adjudicate them.
The petition highlighted:

o 34 lakh appeals filed against electoral roll
deletions.

o Only 38,000 appeals disposed of.

o Around 70% of decided appeals resulted in
re-inclusion, indicating possible wrongful
exclusions.

The petition sought:
o Uniform SOPs,
o Time-bound disposal of appeals,

Transparency and legal assistance for
affected voters.

=
aggreed s hear the case 31

“Static Linkages

Article 324 - Superintendence, direction and
control of elections vested in the Election
Commission.

Article 326 - Elections to Lok Sabha and State
Legislative Assemblies based on adult suffrage.
Article 327 - Parliament's power to make laws
relating to elections.

Article 328 - State Legislature's power
regarding elections (subject to parliamentary
law).

Articles 5-11 - Constitutional provisions
relating to citizenship.

Article 11 - Parliament empowered to regulate
citizenship by law.

Citizenship Act, 1955 - Governs acquisition and
termination of citizenship.

Representation of the People Act, 1950 -
Preparation and revision of electoral rolls.
Representation of the People Act, 1951 -
Conduct of elections and election disputes.
Natural Justice - Right to notice, hearing and
reasoned decision before adverse
administrative action.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reinforces the distinction between electoral
eligibility and citizenship status.

Prevents misuse of electoral roll revision for
administrative or welfare purposes.

Upholds constitutional principles of due
process and natural justice.

Protects vulnerable sections from arbitrary
exclusion from welfare schemes.

Challenges

Huge pendency of SIR appeals delays electoral
justice.

Lack of uniform procedures across tribunals.
Inadequate transparency in appeal disposal.
Limited legal awareness and access among
marginalized groups.

Administrative overlap between electoral data
and welfare databases.



Constitutional Issues

Limits of ECl's constitutional jurisdiction.

Due process in administrative decision-making.
Federal accountability of State governments.
Equality before law (Article 14).

Protection of life and dignity (Article 21).

Free and fair elections as part of the Basic
Structure Doctrine.

Way Forward

Clearly separate electoral roll management
from citizenship determination.

Ensure that SIR outcomes are not used for
welfare exclusion unless supported by due
legal process.

Establish uniform SOPs for SIR appeals across
all States.

Increase the number of appellate tribunals for
speedy disposal.

Publish tribunal orders and timelines to
improve transparency.

Strengthen legal aid and multilingual
assistance for excluded voters.

Enhance coordination between ECI and
competent authorities while respecting
constitutional boundaries.




Wangchuk persists with hunger strike; more support pours in

Argon Deep
NEW DELHT
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

Activist Sonam Wangchuk continued his
indefinite hunger strike demanding reforms in
the examination system and accountability for
alleged irregularities.

The Delhi High Court directed the Ministry of
Health to ensure timely medical care for the
fasting protesters.

The protest has received support from political
leaders, civil society, and student groups,
highlighting concerns over transparency and
credibility of public examinations.

Key Points

Raises concerns over:

o Transparency and integrity of competitive

examinations.

o [Institutional accountability.

o Fair grievance redressal mechanisms.
Demonstrates the role of peaceful democratic
protests in a constitutional democracy.
Highlights judicial intervention to protect the
Right to Life (Article 21) while respecting the
Right to Peaceful Assembly (Article 19(1)(b)).

Static Linkages

Article 19(1)(a) - Freedom of Speech and
Expression.
Article 19(1)(b) — Right to Assemble Peacefully.

Article 21 - Protection of Life and Personal
Liberty.

Article 226 — High Court's power to issue writs.
Article 32 - Constitutional Remedies.

Article 19(3) — Reasonable restrictions on
peaceful assembly.

Rule of Law and Natural Justice in public
recruitment and examinations.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reinforces democratic methods of expressing
dissent.

Highlights the need for transparent
examination institutions.

Reflects the judiciary's role in safeguarding
constitutional rights.

Challenges

Maintaining public trust in examination
agencies.

Balancing the right to protest with public order
and health.

Preventing politicisation of student-related
issues.

Strengthening institutional accountability.

Way Forward

Establish an independent examination
oversight mechanism.

Enhance digital security and audit systems in
examinations.

Strengthen grievance redressal and
transparency.

Conduct periodic third-party audits of
examination agencies.

Promote continuous dialogue between
government and stakeholders.



India’s Parliament must not stage its Cadaver Synod

n January 897 CE, Rome withessed the hold judges hostage t majorities. So they Specaker can just inform Parliament that such a
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Fouand guilty. His election uasd«tmdwu (nquiry) Act creates elaborate machinery, a |Iwnshu¢uwlono(:hhﬂntlsnnlnm
acts were anrml theee. ﬁln.rso(h:smd'ﬂ ‘medion, an inquiry committee,  report, an Netther, logically, ks retirement. Noe, indeed, ks
hand, the fingers of consecration, were hacked adidress tothe President, alldirected toa single | death. Bvery safeguard in Article 121 rests on the
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

Justice Yashwant Varma resigned from the
office of Judge of the Allahabad High Court on
9 April 2026, before Parliament could initiate
removal proceedings.

The Inquiry Committee constituted under the
Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968 submitted its report
on 18 May 2026.

The Lok Sabha Speaker has announced that the
report will be tabled during the Monsoon
Session.

The issue raises a constitutional question: Can
Parliament continue impeachment
proceedings after a judge has resigned?

Key Points

Article 121: Parliament cannot discuss the
conduct of a Supreme Court or High Court
Judge except during a motion for removal.
Article 124(4): Provides for removal of Supreme
Court Judges on grounds of proved
misbehaviour or incapacity by a special
majority in both Houses.

Article 217(1)(b): Applies the same removal
procedure to High Court Judges.

Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968: Prescribes the
procedure for investigation and removal of
judges.

A judge's resignation under the Constitution is
a unilateral constitutional act and does not
require acceptance by the President.

Union of India v. Gopal Chandra Misra (1978):
Supreme Court held that resignation becomes
effective from the date specified by the judge.
Justice P.D. Dinakaran (2011): Resigned before
completion of impeachment proceedings;
proceedings ended.

e Justice Soumitra Sen (2011): Resigned after
Rajya Sabha passed the removal motion; Lok
Sabha did not continue proceedings.

Static Linkages

¢ Independence of Judiciary is part of the Basic
Structure Doctrine.

e Judges enjoy security of tenure to protect
judicial independence.

e Removal of judges is deliberately made
difficult to prevent legislative or executive
interference.

e Parliament has no power to remove judges
except through the constitutional
impeachment process.

e Criminal liability of a judge is separate from
constitutional removal proceedings.

Critical Analysis
Constitutional Issues

e Constitution provides only removal from
office, not post-resignation impeachment.

e Continuing proceedings after resignation may
exceed the constitutional purpose of Articles
121 and 124.

e Accountability should continue through
criminal investigation or other legal
mechanisms where applicable.

Concerns

* Resignation should not become a means to
evade institutional accountability.

* Constitutional silence on post-resignation
proceedings creates legal ambiguity.

* Need to balance judicial independence with
public accountability.

Way Forward

e Clarify the legal position through suitable
amendments to the Judges (Inquiry) Act.

e Strengthen the judiciary's In-House Procedure
for judicial accountability.

e Ensure time-bound inquiry into complaints
against judges.

* Separate constitutional removal proceedings
from criminal prosecution.

* Preserve judicial independence while
enhancing institutional transparency.



A trade deal that tests India’s competitive confidence
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

) the fest.
Hadofthe tes,

The vrwserprrrsed ar personed

* The India-U.K. Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement (CETA) came into force in
July 2026.

* The agreement provides duty-free market
access to nearly 99% of India's exports (by
value) to the U.K.

e |taims to boost bilateral trade, investment,
services, and mobility of professionals while

Promotes integration into Global Value Chains
(GVCs).

Encourages technology transfer and
productivity gains through competition.

Static Linkages

Free Trade Agreement (FTA): Agreement to
reduce/eliminate tariffs and non-tariff barriers
between partner countries.

Comprehensive Economic Agreement: Covers
trade in goods, services, investment,
intellectual property, and mobility.
Comparative Advantage: Countries specialize
in producing goods with relatively lower
opportunity costs.

Global Value Chains (GVCs): Production
processes distributed across multiple
countries.

Social Security Agreements (SSA): Prevent
double social security contributions for
temporary overseas workers.

enhancing India's manufacturing

competitiveness. Critical Analysis

Advantages
Key Points * Boosts labour-intensive exports and
Trade & Exports employment.

* Improves competitiveness of Indian industries.

e Expands pharmaceutical exports.

e Reduces financial burden on Indian
professionals abroad.

e Strengthens India-U.K. economic partnership.

e 99% of India's exports (by value) receive duty-
free access to the U.K.
* Major beneficiary sectors:
o Textiles & Garments

o Leather & Footwear
o Marine Products * Enhances India's participation in GVCs.
o Engineering Goods Challenges
o Auto Components e Greater competition for domestic automobile
o Processed Food manufacturers.
o Pharmaceuticals (Generic Medicines) ¢ Utilisation of FTA benefits remains low among
Professional Mobility MSMEs.
o Double Contribution Convention e Compliance with Rules of Origin and quality
(DCC):Exempts Indian professionals standards.
temporarily working in the U.K. from dual e Non-tariff barriers may continue despite tariff
reductions.

social security contributions.
o Applicable for assignments up to 5 years.
o Expected to benefit 75,000+ professionals
and 900+ companies.
Market Access
e Tariff on British automobiles to be reduced
gradually (subject to quotas).
e Tariff on Scotch whisky to decline gradually
over a phased period.
Economic Significance
e Supports labour-intensive manufacturing.
* Enhances export competitiveness.

Way Forward

* Increase FTA awareness among MSMEs.

e Improve logistics and trade facilitation.

e Strengthen quality infrastructure and
standards certification.

e Promote export diversification and value
addition.

* Enhance integration with Global Value Chains.

e Improve competitiveness through innovation
and productivity.




Chipmaking is more than a seasonal
obsession in India now

he second phase of the India Semicon-
T ductor Mission's outlay far outpaces the

first, with a €127 lakh crore corpus direct-
ing the povernment's purse on a wide range of
the electronics manufacturing ecosystem. As
with the first phise, the outly i likely tobe spent
lavishly on select individual profects in the form
of a capital subsidy (with the government shelling
out & smaller share than kst time’s 50%), and ma-
mufacturing linked incentives disbursed at a per-
unit level once sales are done, Incremental incen-
tive boosters have been promised for products
that leverage domestic capabilities and compa-
nents. The second phase promises o take for
ward the government's goals 1o make India a stra-
tegic destination for the electronics value chain,
and 1o grow such capabilities at home in human
capital and intellectual property where select
countries dominate different parts. The govern-
ment has long held that this will be a decades-
long project, and its follow-through with a larger
corpus is welcome. This industry may not be-
come 4 massive emplayes, but in a geopolitically
fraught environment, the wisdom of spending
public money in these capabilities Is clearer.
Much of the returns on the inirdal chipmaking bet
remains unknowable as most facilities and pro-
jects approved in the first phase are yet to begin
commerdial production.

Some technologies remain out of the grasp of
even the most advanced coonomies: Dutch ex-
treme ultraviolet lithography machines are com-
plex, and ondy Japan is close to cracking the code,
The prospect of India deploying investments -
wards such fromtier technology & hard to ima-
gine, but tantalising. Capabilities such as these
create hard strategic leverage = which will in tum
lead vo resistance to India quickly anracting ta-
lent and developing these capabilities. The cor-
pus is mot ir I Tt iy d e !
are prepared to beg, bormow and steal, with deep-
er pockets, to retain their spot in the pecking or-
der. The same applies for Al which sits on a foun-
dation of memory and processing infrastruchure
whose manufacture India hopes to undertake
some day. There are bright spots in India’s talent
ecosystem, with semiconductor engineers and
designers sought worldwide amid a looming glo-
bal talent X ing these talents and
giving them worthwhile work and academic par-
suits in highly technical fedds is key in ecosystem-
building. Else, India risks repeating its decades-
old mistake of developing the West's premier
technical human capital, The coming decades
demand that India find ies rightful spot in global
chipmaking value chains. The bad news is that
the capacity to inflict pain is the best deterrent
against supply chain shocks. The good news is
that the hard work of avoiding supply chain
shocks through global competition in key arexs
could deliver the kind of economic boom that
made the Asian Tigers who they are today.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

e The Union Cabinet approved India
Semiconductor Mission (ISM) 2.0 with an outlay
of ¥1.27 lakh crore.

* [taims to strengthen India's semiconductor
and electronics manufacturing ecosystem
through capital support and production-linked
incentives.

e The initiative seeks to position India as a
trusted global semiconductor manufacturing
hub and reduce dependence on imports.

Key Points
e Launched: 2021 under the Semicon India
Programme.
¢ Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY).
e [SM 2.0 Outlay: ¥1.27 lakh crore.
* Focus Areas:
o Semiconductor fabrication (Fab)
o Assembly, Testing, Marking & Packaging
(ATMP/OSAT)
Compound semiconductors
Semiconductor design
Electronics manufacturing ecosystem
Domestic Intellectual Property (IP)
Skilled workforce development

O O O O o

e |ncentives include:
o Capital subsidy for approved projects.

o Manufacturing-linked incentives based on production.

o Additional incentives for higher domestic value
addition.
¢ [ndia contributes around 20% of the global
semiconductor design workforce (MeitY/NASSCOM).

Static Linkages
e Semiconductor: Material with conductivity between a
conductor and an insulator.
e Silicon is the most widely used semiconductor material.
e Semiconductor value chain:
o Design
o Wafer Fabrication (Fab)
o ATMP/OSAT
o End-product manufacturing
e Critical applications:
Artificial Intelligence (Al)
Defence
Space
Telecommunications
Electric Vehicles
Consumer Electronics
e Advanced chip manufacturing requires:
o EUV lithography
Ultra-pure water
Stable electricity
Clean-room infrastructure
Highly skilled manpower

O O O O O ©
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Critical Analysis

Significance

e Reduces dependence on imported semiconductor chips.

e Strengthens strategic and technological autonomy.

e Supports Al, defence, telecom and EV industries.

e Promotes domestic manufacturing and innovation.

e Enhances India's role in resilient global supply chains.

Challenges

e High capital requirement and long gestation period.

e Dependence on imported equipment and advanced
technologies.

e Limited domestic ecosystem for semiconductor
materials.

e Global competition from Taiwan, South Korea, the USA
and Japan.

e Need for continuous R&D investment and skilled
manpower.

Way Forward

e Build an integrated semiconductor ecosystem from
design to fabrication.

e Strengthen R&D through industry-academia
collaboration.

e Develop indigenous semiconductor equipment and
materials.

e Expand semiconductor skill development.

e Promote domestic IP and higher value addition.

e Ensure long-term policy stability and infrastructure
support.




Battling drug abuse
Kerala has shown initiative in
coordinated action against cartels

of a few years now, a growing section of
Kerala's youth has been consumed by a
festering addiction to narcotic drugs and
contraband/psychotropic substances. The signs
of the State teetering towards substance abuse
were apparent in the wake of the liquor ban a de-
cade ago. But it grew to gargantuan proportions
with synthetic drug cartels using digital technolo-
gies and social media o outpace law enforce-
ment. While the COVID-19-stricken years of 2020-
21 saw a drop in NDPS cases registered in the
State, cases surged to 26,619 in 2022 from 5,695
in 2021. The number rose to 36,314 in 2025,
alongside large-scale seizures of commercial
quantities of contraband. Commercial capital Er-
nakulam city accounted for a substantial num-
ber. Despite efforts by multiple agendies, sucoess
has been limited. The UDF government sought to
streamline the anti-drug enforcement drive by
launching Operation Toofan in June, with the
State police joining hands with the police forces
inthe southern States, central agencies, and State
education, health and excise departments.
Focusing on integrated enforcement, public
engagement, rehabilitation of victims and a spee-
dy and effective prosecution, the operation has,
until July 15, netted over 7,600 drug peddlers in
some 7,100 cases, with synthetic drugs account-
ing for a significant share of the haul. Given that
narcotics cases are often weakened by questiona-
ble forensic reliability, the issue has gained sharp
focus during the ongoing campaign. The network
of drug cartels is often too intricately webbed,
with investigations often netting only the small
fish. Besides bringing the community on board as
Toofan warriors, the campaign aims to streng-
then national intelligence-sharing and coordina-
tion systems under the NCORD framework, in-
cluding the NIDAAN database of arrested
narco-offenders. Kerala Home Minister Ramesh
Chennithala is meeting Chief Ministers to solicit
jointness in the operations. The States are in the
process of assigning nodal officers for close coor-
dination, with a platform in the pipeline. Since
the rackets employ innovative means to recruit
carriers, coordinate among themselves and carry
out delivery, Kerala needs to upskill the District
Anti-Narcotics Special Action Force (DANSAF)
personnel at the cutting edge to bust these net-
works. Equally important is to strengthen cyber
forensic capabilities so that neither investigation
nor prosecution is found wanting in taking these
cases to their logical conclusion. The crippling ef-
fects of narcotics on society are manifold, and it
is never too late to build a defence against them.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

e Kerala launched Operation Toofan (June 2026)
to curb the rising menace of narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substances (NDPS).

e The operation involves Kerala Police,
neighbouring State police forces, Central
agencies, Excise, Health and Education
Departments.

e |tisintegrated with the Narco Coordination
Centre (NCORD) framework and the NIDAAN
(National Integrated Database on Arrested
Narco-Offenders) for intelligence sharing.

e The focus is on drug trafficking networks,
synthetic drugs, rehabilitation, and effective
prosecution.

Key Points
e NDPS cases in Kerala:
o 2021:5,695

o 2022:26,619
o 2025: 36,314
e By 15 July 2026, Operation Toofan had:
o Arrested 7,600+ drug peddlers.
o Registered 7,100+ NDPS cases.
o Seized significant quantities of synthetic
drugs.

e Priority areas:

Intelligence-led policing.
Cyber forensic investigations.
Inter-State coordination.
Community participation.
Rehabilitation of drug users.

O O O O

Static Linkages
e NDPS Act, 1985

o Regulates narcotic drugs and psychotropic
substances.

o Provides punishment for production,
possession, trafficking and financing illicit drugs.

e Article 47 (DPSP)

o Duty of the State to prohibit intoxicating drinks
and drugs injurious to health except for
medicinal purposes.

e NCORD

o Apex coordination mechanism under the
Ministry of Home Affairs for anti-narcotics
enforcement.

e NIDAAN

o National database of arrested narcotics
offenders for intelligence sharing.

e National Action Plan for Drug Demand Reduction
(NAPDDR)

o Implemented by the Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment for prevention, treatment and
rehabilitation.

e Golden Crescent

o Afghanistan-Iran—Pakistan.
e Golden Triangle

o Myanmar-Laos-Thailand.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e |ntegrated multi-agency approach.
e Strengthens intelligence sharing.
e Targets synthetic drug trafficking.
e Focus on rehabilitation along with enforcement.
Challenges
e Encrypted communication and darknet-based
trafficking.
e Weak cyber forensic capacity.
e Cross-border and inter-State trafficking networks.
e Low conviction due to forensic and procedural gaps.
e Rising youth vulnerability.

Way Forward

e Strengthen cyber forensic laboratories.

e Upgrade NCORD-based real-time intelligence
sharing.

¢ Enhance capacity of anti-narcotics units.

e Expand de-addiction and rehabilitation facilities.

e |mprove forensic infrastructure for higher
conviction rates.

¢ Intensify awareness campaigns in educational
institutions.

e Strengthen monitoring of cryptocurrency and
darknet transactions.
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Context

Geopolitical disruptions and technology export
restrictions have highlighted the need for
technological self-reliance.

India has operationalised the Anusandhan
National Research Foundation (ANRF) to
strengthen research, innovation, and industry-
academia collaboration.

ANRF aims to increase private sector
investment in R&D and build indigenous
capabilities in critical technologies.

Key Points

ANRF established under the Anusandhan
National Research Foundation Act, 2023
(operational from 2024).
Replaces the Science and Engineering
Research Board (SERB).
Chairperson: Prime Minister.
India's Gross Expenditure on R&D (GERD):
~0.64% of GDP (2023).
Global average R&D expenditure is above 2% of
GDP.
Private sector contributes less than 40% of
India's GERD, compared to over 70% in major
innovation-driven economies.
Research, Development & Innovation (RDI)
Fund: %1 lakh crore over six years to catalyse
private-sector R&D.
ANRF Core Fund: ¥50,000 crore over five years
for basic scientific research.
Priority sectors:

o Semiconductors
Artificial Intelligence (Al)
Quantum Technology
Biotechnology
Space Technology
Advanced Materials
Defence Technology
Clean Energy
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Promotes:

o Industry-academia collaboration
Deep-tech startups
Public-Private Partnerships (PPP)
Technology commercialisation
CSR support for research
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Static Linkages

Innovation is a key driver of economic growth
and productivity.

Higher R&D investment improves global
competitiveness.

Technology is a critical component of strategic
autonomy and Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Public investment in basic research addresses
market failure due to positive externalities.
Strong Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)
ecosystem promotes innovation.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Enhances technological sovereignty.

Reduces dependence on foreign technologies.
Encourages private-sector R&D.

Bridges academia-industry gap.

Supports deep-tech innovation.

Strengthens strategic sectors such as
semiconductors and Al.

Generates high-skilled employment.

Challenges

India's GERD remains among the lowest for
major economies.

Low private-sector participation.

Weak research-commercialisation ecosystem.
Brain drain of researchers.

Limited world-class research infrastructure.
Long gestation period of deep-tech
investments.

Way Forward

Increase GERD towards 2% of GDP.
Incentivise industry-led R&D through tax and
policy support.

Strengthen university-industry partnerships.
Promote deep-tech startups and venture
funding.

Improve patenting and technology transfer
ecosystem.

Develop world-class research infrastructure.
Retain scientific talent through better research
opportunities.



The bittersweet realities of
the India-UK FTA

ESPITETHE rshiptran-

sdtbarss in Larsdon and Lst-minute frictlan over
steed progection se, Endis and the UK have finally

put ehelr FTA into effect & of July 15, Indiawis

' swwumwtanuswocmmmpthnhnw
fehe UK

AN'SREE mew smeel tnﬂtmmumnmlwemuw 1. However, the deal
SURESH

:poqt FTASs remaln massive, yet the

 defiensive. and li-
mited Whilean aspcrmu volume exempson fos India’s exist:
imslmhmmcmmukappues.meanmlum rallowt of
theEL frcen July lundermines
lneLTswenuauamas atasidl-froe safe hmn fior Inidian
stee] exports squessed ot of Banpe.

Thie sweet part of the deal s that India secured inamedite
2epo-duty market access across 99 per cent of ks tariff limes,
Underihe inkrial gnecnsent conciuded n 2025, the sieel seaor
s SE93mil

lonsieedtrade. However, the necent pivor bn e URCs steel trde
meeasuires rewries the riles fos market access. mmnmmﬁnl
naridf-fr by 51 per cent and

quoa mrw 02 50 per oo tasid, the UK cﬂmlwrﬂullta

Rari{Twall around its bonders ansteel, Ghven that roughly 3454
maillion of India’s steel exports consésts of semi-finished slabs,
W AN pats, ard spec wipes that Brirish sto
the capacity 1o manufactare, the UK removed 1 specific coms
modicy codes fromythe safeguard scope. allowing such exposts
irom Endia without amy restrictions.
However. the remalning 15 per cons aceoss 168 tariff lines,
Fuch &s standard Cacgory | hot-molled shoets, are now locked
behind a rigid Country-Specific Quota (C5Q) of just 33456
R per year. findian exponers exdhaus their dedicated C3Q
e e quarter. they will huve to compete inashaped ghobad re-
serve pool 1o secure sdditional shipments ax zero duty befor
the 50 per cent penadty tarif riggers.
While it's pood news that 85 per cent of India's basebine m
i rihis framework. fibe
mw&mnsummmwnanW| Ihkhll
s total ghotal st Emipors i 153 millon tonnes. Under th:
merw EU regulation, the cul-of-quota customs duty, which cur-
merilly SLACS A1 25 per et s been increased 1o 50 per cent,
Ursder the EU couritry-specific quota anpeuncensent, tere isa
A3 per cent nechacthon inquot fos Tndia's Hir Rellod Coll (Caogrey
Modemn FTAs 1 socl exports to Ewope, which might be foroed 1o sk alter-
o - mathve destinations. The India- UK FTA bsalsonowunabie topro-
vide a safi haven for the additional steed that mighs be foreed 1o
puaraniee repoute. Indian steel exporiens have already boen facing a global
unfettered,  expon squeese, Taken together, te India-UK FTA was able to
protect thee basedine trade volume, but might not be enousgh
m[::hmdm cushibon the blow whe i the workd's lirgest consumes blocs num
MATKEL B00CSS2  4epand o dnsualaee thedr domesticndustrial bases.
instead, they

Modem Frﬁsmmwwarmm unfenered, comprehen:
are highly sive market whey ane
transactional  Umied insoope, Imnluﬂmﬁslmy ma]lbrm i3 geo-
dlimited political ard econonic lrverage to secute exemptions and re-
all] mit. Mable market acoess to thaive in the new world onder.
in scope

Thet mrines g arederch sigocisnn ot Takihashds usnsten

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

e The India-UK Free Trade Agreement (FTA) came

into force on 15 July 2026.

e India secured an 85% exemption for its
baseline steel exports from the UK's new
safeguard measures.

e Simultaneously, the European Union (EU)
tightened steel import quotas and increased
safeguard duties.

* The development highlights the growing trend
of trade liberalisation through FTAs alongside
rising protectionism.

Key Points

* Indiareceives zero-duty access on 99% of tariff

lines under the India—UK FTA.

* 85% of India's existing steel exports remain
exempt from UK safeguard restrictions.

* The UK excluded 11 steel product categories
(semi-finished steel, slabs, specialty alloys)
from safeguard measures.

* Remaining 15% of steel exports (188 tariff lines)
are covered under Country-Specific Quotas
(CSQs).

* Exports beyond the quota attract a 50%
safeguard tariff.

e The EU:

o Reduced steel import quotas.

o Increased out-of-quota safeguard duty
from 25% to 50%.

o Reduced India's quota for Hot Rolled Coil
exports.

e Demonstrates that modern FTAs provide
preferential access but do not eliminate trade
defence measures.

Static Linkages

* Free Trade Agreement (FTA):
Eliminates/reduces tariffs between partner
countries.

e Safeguard Measures: Temporary import
restrictions under the WTO Agreement on
Safeguards to protect domestic industries
from import surges.

e Country-Specific Quota (CSQ): Import quota
allocated to a particular exporting country.

e Tariff Rate Quota (TRQ): Lower tariff within
quota; higher tariff beyond quota.

o Trade Remedies under WTO:Anti-Dumping
Duty

o Countervailing Duty

o Safeguard Duty

e Article XIX of GATT 1994 provides the legal
basis for safeguard measures.

* FTAs generally do not prohibit members from
using WTO-consistent trade remedies.

Critical Analysis

Significance
e Enhances India's preferential access to the UK
market.

e Strengthens India-UK strategic economic
partnership.

* Boosts export competitiveness.

Challenges

* Rising protectionism reduces FTA benefits.

e Quota restrictions limit expansion of steel
exports.

e EU and UK safeguard measures restrict export
diversification.

¢ Increasing use of trade defence instruments
globally.

Way Forward

¢ Diversify export markets beyond Europe.

e Promote value-added steel exports.

e Improve competitiveness through lower
logistics costs.

¢ Negotiate sector-specific safeguards in future
FTAs.

e Strengthen India's role in WTO negotiations.

e Expand domestic manufacturing under Make in
India and National Steel Policy 2017.



Sleepless nights, a
public health challenge

ISING TEMPERATURES are keeping Indians up at

night. & recent study by a US-based climate advocacy

group, which assessed the loss of sleeplng hours Inover

cities acrosstheworld, has found thatthe average

person has lost neary 56 hours of sleep annually between 2020

and 2025 duetounusually high night-time temperatures. At least

10 per cent of this sleep loss §s directly anributable to cllmate

change. Insome of India’s largest cities, people are losing slgnifi-

cantly moresleepthan the global average, from 93 hours in Chen-

nai to 84 hours in Mumbai and 67 hours in Delhi. As summers

getlonger, homer and more humid, these findings should be seen

as a warning. Sleep is often treated as an individual problem to

be fixed with better lifestyle choloes. But when the environment
makes rest difficult, sleep becomes a public health challenge.

Heat is just one of the factors that is causing Indians to toss
and turn in theirbeds. A review of literature on sleep disorders,
published last year in the Indian Journal of Public Health,
found a widespread prevalence of sleep disorders across India.
Sleep lossdeprivation connected to rapidly changing lifestyles,
excessive screen time, social-media addiction, erratic eating
habits and shift-based work schedules compound the chal-
lenges. Sleep is essential for cellular repair, immune function
and regulating inflammation. Even modest reductions insleep,
when repeated over weeks or months, can havelasting effects,
with chronic sleep deprivation being associated with hyper-
tension, diabetes, hean disease, obesity and cognitive impair-
ment, while also reducing workplace productivity and increas-
ing the risk of accidents.

India needstorecognise healthy sleepas an essential pillarof
publichealth. Heat action plansshould account notonly for day-
time exposure but also for dangerously wanm nights, particularly
indense urban settlements wherethe heatisland effect is strong-
est. Urban planning. affordable cooling solutions and better hous-
ing design all have a role. Equally important is integrating sleep
health into public health campaigns. As India deals with non-
communicable diseases, protecting the countrys sheep may prove
tobe animportant investment in itslong-term health.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context
* A global study covering 1,300+ cities reported
that people lost an average 56 hours of sleep
annually (2020-2025) due to unusually high
night-time temperatures.
e Around 10% of this sleep loss is attributable to
anthropogenic climate change.
¢ [Indian cities recorded higher-than-global-
average sleep loss:
o Chennai: 93 hours/year
o Mumbai: 84 hours/year
o Delhi: 67 hours/year
* The findings underline the growing public
health impacts of climate change, especially in
rapidly urbanizing regions.

Key Points
e High night-time temperatures prevent
effective body cooling, disrupting sleep cycles.
e Urban Heat Island (UHI) Effect intensifies night-
time temperatures in cities.
e Chronic sleep deprivation increases the risk of:
Hypertension
Type-2 Diabetes
Cardiovascular diseases
Obesity
Cognitive decline
e Vulnerable groups:
o Elderly
o Children
o Qutdoor workers
o Low-income urban households

O O O O o

¢ Climate adaptation should include warm-night
risk alongside daytime heatwaves.

Static Linkages

e Urban Heat Island (UHI): Urban areas remain
warmer than surrounding rural areas due to
concrete surfaces, reduced vegetation and
anthropogenic heat.

* Heatwave: Declared by India Meteorological
Department (IMD) based on prescribed
temperature thresholds.

* National Action Plan on Climate Change
(NAPCC): Promotes climate adaptation and
resilience.

* National Programme on Climate Change and
Human Health (NPCCHH): Ministry of Health &
Family Welfare initiative addressing climate-
sensitive diseases.

e SDG 3: Good Health and Well-being.

e SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities.

e SDG 13: Climate Action.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Demonstrates indirect health impacts of
climate change.
e Highlights the need to integrate public health
with climate adaptation.
e Emphasizes climate-resilient urban planning.
Challenges
e Heat Action Plans largely focus on daytime
heat, ignoring warm nights.
* Rapid urbanization aggravates the Urban Heat
Island effect.
¢ Limited awareness of sleep as a public health
indicator.
* Rising cooling demand may increase energy
consumption and emissions.

Way Forward

* Include night-time heat exposure in Heat
Action Plans.

e Promote cool roofs, urban green spaces and
climate-resilient housing.

e Strengthen implementation of NPCCHH.

* |Integrate sleep health into public health
awareness programmes.

e Enhance urban climate adaptation under
sustainable city initiatives.
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