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Wangchuk frail; Delhi HC orders monitoring

He has lost over 9 kg; doctors maintain vigil as
his health worsened on 19th day of hunger strike

Solicitor-General says activist undergoes a daily
check-up; govt. says it will intervene if required
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on  Delhi High Court crdered
Thursday that Mr Wang:  that Mr. Wangchuk be “reg-
chuk’s bealth condition warky mc\ir.lll h:rhcd

up by gower

[ Achd! ofmm{ms-
v r

g Mr. Wangchuk regular-— Upadhyaya and Justice Te-

Iy, sabd e has lost ever §  Jas Maria asked Solicitor- b
M'l'dlf il = fberitally Gemeral T\.;Jnf Mehta  ion [ducation Minster Dharmendes Pracdhan i euim imegularien, S Sk kapias

aler, However, Dr, Lam- wlu;n mechaniam frosm the

ba w:\mnd Later In the pla:rmmnh\nlll =i [Mr. Mehea] further  neaded 1o dhack the dete
evening that kis bady was \'\-u:dluk'ﬁ heahb. Mr.  assures the court that de-  riorating health comdition

PIL seeks urgent intervention, ‘use of force” if
needed to protect noted environmentalist's life
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'KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

e The Delhi High Court directed the Union
Government and the Government of NCT of
Delhi to regularly monitor the health of activist
Sonam Wangchuk, who has been on an
indefinite hunger strike.

e The direction came while hearing a Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) seeking protection of
his life under deteriorating medical conditions.

e The case has renewed discussion on the
constitutional balance between the Right to
Protest (Article 19) and the Right to Life (Article
21).

Key Points

¢ Delhi High Court directed regular medical
examination by government doctors.

e Government assured the Court that necessary
medical intervention would be provided based
on doctors' opinion.

* PIL sought judicial intervention to safeguard
the protester's life.

e Raises important constitutional issues
regarding:

o Right to peaceful protest.

o Limits of civil disobedience.

o State's obligation to protect life.

o Judicial oversight during prolonged
protests.

Static Linkages

e Article 19(1)(a): Freedom of speech and
expression.

e Article 19(1)(b): Right to assemble peacefully
without arms.

e Article 19(2) & 19(3): Reasonable restrictions in
the interest of sovereignty, integrity and public
order.

e Article 21: Protection of life and personal
liberty.

of the doctors, whatever  be taken” the court se-  sigation (PIL) petition filed  tion (AISA), were abo & a AWt impurs from Sed:
critical stage of their con-  bam Rocky Singheand FIT)

and are subject to constitutional
limitations.
Important Supreme Court Judgments

o Himat Lal K. Shah v. Commissioner of Police
(1973):Citizens have the right to hold public
meetings on public streets subject to
reasonable regulation.

o Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan (MKSS) v.
Union of India (2018):Right to protestis a
constitutional right but must be balanced
with rights of other citizens.

o Amit Sahni v. Commissioner of Police
(Shaheen Bagh Case), 2020:Public spaces
cannot be occupied indefinitely; protests
should be held only at designated places.

o K.S.Puttaswamy v. Union of India
(2017):Established the Doctrine of
Proportionality while restricting
Fundamental Rights.

Critical Analysis
Significance
¢ Demonstrates judicial protection of Article 21
even during voluntary protests.
e Reinforces peaceful dissent as an essential
democratic value.
¢ Highlights constitutional checks and balances.
Challenges
e Balancing individual autonomy with the State's
duty to preserve life.
e Ensuring public order without suppressing
democratic dissent.
e Ethical concerns regarding forced medical
intervention.

Way Forward

* |Institutionalize structured dialogue between
governments and protest groups.

e Develop standard medical protocols for
prolonged hunger strikes.

e Ensure restrictions on protests satisfy the
Doctrine of Proportionality.

e Strengthen grievance redressal mechanisms to
reduce prolonged confrontational protests.



Kudankulam ‘data breach’
not connected to nuclear
activity at plant, says govt.

NEW DELHI

Undon Minister of State for
Atomic Energy Jitendra
Singh on Thursday down.
played concerns regarding
the data breach involving
electronic files linked 10
the Kudankulam maclear
power plant in Tamil Nadu.

“This [the breach] has
nothing to do with the nu-
clear plant or nuclear se-
curity,” he told The Hindu
on the sidelines of a press
conference. “There’s no
e for any immediate re-
view because what has
happened is not linked to
nuclear activity.”

The nuclear establish-
ment, on the face of it,
does not seem perurbed
by the incident. A senior
official of Nuclear Power
Corporation of India Lid.
(NPCIL) - the plant opera-
tor = told The Hindu that
the organisation was not,

at present, contemplating  stressed

a Formal police investiga-
tion. “Right now, we aren't
contemplating an FIR be-
cause it is Reliance’s data
that has been breached -
in fact, Reliance could take
such action if they wished
to. From our perspective,
no data regarding safety
has been shared [with Re-
llance Infrastructure Limi-
ed]. Such kind of informa-
ton on BoP (Balance of
Plant) & shared with many
companies.” Prateek Agra-
wial, Executive Director (CP
&CC), NPCIL, todd The
Hindu.

Contract data
NPCIL said in a statement

" This (the breach) has
nothing o do with
thee nuschesr plant or nusclear

securiy. there ks no need for
any immediane review because

what has happened is not
linked evmuchear activity
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imformeation

(BoP) package of Kudanku-
lam Nuclear Power Project
(KENPF) Units 3 and 4,
which was awarded 1o Re-
Hance Infrastructure Lad.
through a public tender in
Mg, The corporation

ties are conventional in na-
ture, comparable o those
used in thermal power
plants and other process
industries, and are not
connected to nudear safe-
ty or nuclear security sys-
tems. BoP refers to sup-
porting  infrastructure,
auxillary  systems, and
components required to
ke the plant operational
and exchudes the core gen-
eraring equipment.

The State-run  utility
saidl it had shared only in-
dicative drawings and tech:
nical specifications  with
bidders as part of the ten-

. Based on

late on Wednesday that the
drawings and vechriical
documents  reportedly
leaked relate only o the
Engineering, Procurément
and Construction (EPC)
contract for the l:mmmn
Services-Balance of Pl

dering process.
lhﬁr |npu1ﬁ. Ikbancr In
d de-

tailed crlpnnenlg draw-
ngs in consultation with
the original equipment
manufacturers  (DEMs),
which were su thy
reviewed and accepted by
NPCIL after verifying that

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

* Reports claimed that over 19,000 engineering-
related files linked to Kudankulam Nuclear
Power Project (KKNPP) Units 3 & 4 were
allegedly accessed by the ransomware group

World Leaks.

e The Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) and
NPCIL clarified that the breach did not involve
reactor operations, nuclear safety systems, or

national nuclear security.

* The leaked files reportedly originated from a
third-party server used by the EPC contractor
Reliance Infrastructure Ltd.

Key Points
Balance of Plant (BoP)
e Refers to auxiliary and supporting

infrastructure required for plant operations.

* Includes:
o Cooling water systems
o Ventilation systems
o Electrical systems

o Water treatment and utility services

e Does notinclude:

o
(e]
o
o

Reactor core
Nuclear fuel

stempliating an

ol
of Plant) s shared

Wrecton, NPCEL

two 100D Mwe VVER reac-
tors, the KKNPP b con-
structing four more similar
units with Russian techni-
«cal know-how at Kudanku-
lam, which i all &1 10
house Indias biggest nu-
elear park with reactors
generating 6,000 MW mu-
dlear power.

According o a Reuters
mepart, over 15,000 highly
sensitive files dating bet-
ween 20016 and mid-2025
and linked 1o KKNPP's en-
gineering blueprints on
control, cooling, and venti-
lation systems, list of ven-
dolsand suppliers supply-

equipment,
mm:mzl files on meet-
ing records, reviews of
Jjoint inspection by the In-
dian and Russian engi-
meers, insurance policies,

The leak re]mtmd.‘ly
originaed from a server
hosted by third party pro-
vider, Youta, belonging 1o
the plant's contractor Anil
Ambani's Reliance Group,

Reactor protection systems

Nuclear safety and security systems

NPCIL Clarification

e Documents pertained only to the Engineering,
Procurement and Construction (EPC) contract for the
Common Services-BoP package.

e Only indicative drawings and technical specifications
were shared during tendering.

¢ No classified reactor safety or security information was
shared with the contractor.

e Theincidentis being treated as a third-party contractor
data breach, not a breach of India's nuclear
infrastructure.

Kudankulam Nuclear Power Project (KKNPP)

e |ocation: Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu

e Collaboration: India—Russia (Rosatom)

e Reactor Type: VVER-1000 Pressurised Water Reactors
(PWRs)

e |nstalled Capacity (planned): 6 x 1000 MW = 6000 MW

e |ndia's largest nuclear power park upon completion.

Static Linkages
e Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) functions directly
under the Prime Minister.
e Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL) is

responsible for construction and operation of commercial

nuclear power plants.
e Atomic Energy Regulatory Board (AERB) regulates nuclear
and radiation safety.
e Atomic Energy Act, 1962 governs peaceful uses of atomic
energy in India.
e |ndia follows the Three-Stage Nuclear Power Programme
proposed by Dr. Homi J. Bhabha:
o Stage | - PHWRs using natural uranium
o Stage Il - Fast Breeder Reactors using plutonium
o Stage lll - Thorium-based reactors (U-233)
e VVER reactors are Pressurised Water Reactors (PWRs)
using light water as both coolant and moderator.
e [ndiais a member of the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA).

I::ritical Analysis

ssues

e Supply-chain cybersecurity risks in strategic
infrastructure.

e Third-party vendors remain potential cyber
vulnerabilities.

e | eakage of engineering layouts may aid future cyber or
physical reconnaissance.

e Need for stronger cyber governance across EPC
contractors.

Government's Position

¢ No impact on reactor operations or nuclear safety.

e Nuclear safety architecture remains isolated from
contractor-accessible systems.

Way Forward

e Strengthen cybersecurity standards for critical
infrastructure vendors.

e Mandatory cyber security audits of EPC contractors.

e Enhance coordination between CERT-In, NCIIPC, NPCIL
and DAE.

e Adopt Zero Trust Architecture for critical infrastructure.

e Strengthen supply-chain cyber resilience through
periodic vulnerability assessments.




Beyond political reshuffles, renew education in India
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. Significance
Context e Aligns with the objectives of NEP 2020.
e Education reform activist Sonam Wangchuk is e Promotes competency-based learning over rote
on an indefinite hunger strike demanding memorisation.
structural reforms in India's education system. e Focuses onimproving teacher quality and

institutional autonomy.
e Encourages research, innovation, and employability.
e Supports India's transition towards a knowledge

e The debate has shifted attention from political
accountability to systemic reforms in

education. economy.
* Theissue assumes significance in the context Challenges
of the National Education Policy (NEP), 2020, e Fiscal constraints in increasing education
India's demographic dividend, and improving expenditure.
learning outcomes. e large regional disparities in educational
infrastructure.
Key Points e Continued dependence on coaching due to
* India's demographic dividend depends on competitive entrance examinations.

e Slow implementation of education reforms across
States.

e Balancing institutional autonomy with regulatory
accountability.

quality education, skill development,
innovation, and research.
* Major concerns highlighted:
o Rote learning and memory-based

examinations. Way Forward
o Rapid expansion of coaching culture. e Implement competency-based assessments across
o Persistent teacher vacancies. school and competitive examinations.
o Poor learning outcomes despite higher ¢ Fill all sanctioned teacher vacancies through
enrolment. transparent recruitment.
o Weak research ecosystem. e Strengthen PARAKH for national assessment
. . reforms.
o Limited academic autonomy. e Increase publi dit DS ¢ d
o » . public expenditure on education towards
o Inadequate public investment in education. 6% of GDP, as envisaged in NEP 2020.
* Suggested reforms: e Improve research funding and innovation
o Competency-based examinations. ecosystem.
o Teacher quality improvement. e Strengthen government schools through minimum
o Filling vacancies through merit-based quality standards.
recruitment. e Promote experiential learning, apprenticeships, and

industry-academia collaboration.
e Ensure greater institutional autonomy with robust
accountability mechanisms.

o Experiential learning and industry exposure.

o Academic autonomy with accountability.

o Real-time education performance
dashboard.




Pakistanis and Indians

ver mmalmnwrllmibyl\?mmm military value, killed 25,000. Then dmwudn Then came the 2005 muclear
barmbing of Tokyo that killed 1,00,000. Al confidence building agreement, which seill holds,
public domain, e acrimonitus debate bas ph with the inanisary 2025, In
'K)pem(hnSta |

begun on whether ndia s eopen dilogoe
is neighbour, with

lrubdltyo! Pakdstan to ever live: F‘t‘dm‘ﬁlu}‘ with

India. While this is understandable in

aftermath of the Pahalgam hormor Cl]limhe fact

remains that India and Pakistan have, on marry

oceasions, shown far greater circumspection than | ceunci Secretarist

their western counterparts and have also quietly

cooperated to a surprising degree. Clearly, there

bpmmtla\ for cooperation. Equally, however, third was foik ith |
this potential has been hit progressively harder

by temorism.

mmwllhmlm
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It is not all bad between India and Pakistan

muanddnbshm

cation’, b‘
better, kllhgdmandshﬂllsal.ﬂmhmbmn T’K
wmuxlcgcdunuarrhn 2022, when

st peinting to the Pt
recorded. Those by the West are hard to find, but
mew ‘doctrines” of both held human life cheap. In

contrast, India and Pakdstan milltaries kept to 3
artlefield concept. Once terrorism came into
play, all these nicetles were set aside. But even as
Pakistan suffered termor attacks, including two
mrmusnnumnl M\sharnishlr in 2003, 3

While Prime Minister Imran Khan and

fespomse

support; that tacitly it acknowleds ‘slrom

Pakdstani action against terrorist grou|

this was in the aftermath of Y11, wherelshﬂnbad possibly due
‘was 1old to cooperate or “be bombed back into

ndent writing o0 the the Stone Age’

comespon e
mhknu relationship, will frame it with du

reference to their three wars (1947, 1965, 1971).
But few realise that during all three wars, both
sides made efforts not to bomb each other's dities
and civilian spaces. But there
such as the church at Ambaka that was hit in 1965
s Pakistan tried to target the air base. Military Chief, General Kayani. A year later
hitstorian Rana Chhina notes that the only serious
attack on civilian areas was at Chivearta, hours
after a ceasefire was called, but originally meant
o target a key radar station in Amritsar.
Even in 19771, both sides resiricted aitadks 0
military tasgets, inchuding
sources in India note that military casuabties for
all three wars as 8,211, while Pakistan's broad
figures point to some 15,000 Sadly, no credible
available for chvilian casualties,
u.a.g h accounts of the war show life going on
in Pakistani towns, with the sime
hmude npomd from Amritsar, a Bash point in
all major wars, Consider that Allied air bombing
during the Second World War killed an estimated
3,00,000-6,00,000 civillans in German cities.
under the new concept of “area hombing”
Amtacks against just Dresden, with hardly ary

Gen. Bajua's tenure, despite the earlier
abrogation ﬂ.&m‘k kot ln 2008,

There are many
cooperation, mm ot all are publicy
recorded. The constant point is that relations
deteriorated shasply once termorism began,
WVice-President Joe Biden wasldluglm Eritish Initially angeting
that Mr. nnnmm afraid of being taken out'.
Later, the scandal hadd Mr. Zardasis
fervent appeal for r-erp against the generals.
Lager, Nawaz Sharif reached out as well, being the
fiwst 10 congratulate Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, and astending his inaugural in 204, Mr.
Modi then made 2 surprise visit to Ralwind for a
Sharlf family wedding In December 2015. In
Jamuary 206, the Pathankot attack happened. state institutions. Yet, cooperation remsains
This time, Islamabad registered a case for possible in areas such as glacal melt,
investigation, Less than a year later, M. Sharif W

i farced out of off i . , an area whene both

Fragile bridges

In yet anather instance, mmn Fresident Asif
Ali Zardari, instructed his

Pasha to visit Dcnnallquxmcm the
HM'mm This was fatly n:nntd by the then

WETE SOME LATEets,

Pakistan has suffered further as groups it once

The path to

ol stovage sites, Official cooperation
In 2025, terrorism rose by 34% amid growing

Conflict has
made headlines,
but quiet
cooperation has

charges Iluatwrenwnrm Mr. Modi, Atal

Bihari Vajpayes and Manmahan Singh all imvested

slmlmm political capital in reaching out to
Paldsean. All three Faced failure, with Manmokan

Singh particularty reviled for his efforts.

an end 1o its support for terrorism. That could
event epent the way for  renegotiation of the

relations Indus Waters Treaty tomutual benefic

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

A public letter signed by 117 eminent Indians
and Pakistanis has reignited the debate on
resuming India-Pakistan dialogue following the
Pahalgam terrorist attack (2025).

The discussion has focused on whether
diplomatic engagement is possible despite
persistent cross-border terrorism, which
remains the biggest obstacle in bilateral
relations.

Key Points
India-Pakistan Relations

Wars fought in 1947-48, 1965, 1971, and Kargil
Conflict (1999).

Despite wars, both countries developed
several Confidence Building Measures (CBMs)
to reduce military escalation.

Major Confidence Building Measures (CBMs)

1988 Agreement on Prohibition of Attack
against Nuclear Installations and Facilities
(implemented from 1992); annual exchange of
nuclear installation lists.

2005 Agreement on Pre-notification of Flight
Testing of Ballistic Missiles.

2003 LoC Ceasefire, reaffirmed in 2021.
Existing military hotlines and DGMO-level
communication.

Terrorism: Principal Challenge

Cross-border terrorism continues to dominate
bilateral relations.

Major attacks:

Parliament Attack (2001)

Mumbai Attack (26/11)

Pathankot (2016)

Uri (2016)

Pulwama (2019)

o Pahalgam (2025)

O O O O o

Areas of Potential Cooperation

during routine malntenance led to the accidental
firing of 3 missile into Pakistan. No damage was
reported, and Delhi ondered a high-level inquiry.

politicans reacted strongly, Gen. Qamar Bajwa's
restraint. Gen. Hajw

mmlhl wm&mlmmﬂh India,
Ik:nwvﬂ most mmrhbb' Mnas]ndhi:md

the military and more recently
civilians, as seen in the horrific Pahalgam attack.

supported, such as the Talban, turned against it.

wnrest in Occupled Kashmis, the tribal ascas and
Years of military rule have weakered

mumhmnmmslywkcdlordm The
ke step is for Rawalpindi to demonstrate clearty

Climate change and Himalayan glacier
monitoring.

Transboundary water management.
Counter-narcotics cooperation.
Disaster management.

Humanitarian exchanges.

Static Linkages

Shimla Agreement (1972) — Bilateral resolution
of disputes.

Lahore Declaration (1999) -
peaceful dialogue.

Indus Waters Treaty (1960) -
World Bank.

Article 51, UN Charter — Right to self-defence.
Article 33, UN Charter — Peaceful settlement of
disputes.

India's neighbourhood policy prioritises peace
with zero tolerance for terrorism.

Nuclear CBMs and

Brokered by the

Critical Analysis
Positives

Existing CBMs have reduced the risk of
accidental military escalation.

Nuclear communication mechanisms remain
functional.

Scope exists for cooperation in non-traditional
security areas.

Challenges

Persistent cross-border terrorism.
Deep trust deficit.

Political instability in Pakistan.
Limited implementation of bilateral
commitments.

Way Forward

Credible action against terrorist infrastructure.
Strengthen existing military CBMs.

Continue humanitarian and technical
engagement.

Enhance cooperation on climate, water and
disaster management.

Any dialogue should remain terror and talks
cannot go together unless verifiable action is
taken against terrorism.



Wealth of lacunae

Cybersecurity, transparency are
non-negotiable in vital installations

he ransomware attack against a contrac-
T tor involved in the Kudankulam nuclear

power project is concerning, even if noth-
ing threatening the plant's integrity was stolen. In
2019, malware was found on the same facility’s
administrative network, but the NPCIL main-
tained that the operational reactor network was
unaffected. The new incident extends the same
theme. India’s breach disclosure regime is incon-
sistent and often plainly opague. Affected organ-
isatbons vend o believe admining a breach will
damage public confidence, share prices, con-
tracts, and invite regulatory serutiny. So, they
tend to ease their language in public statements
and avoid disclosure until compelled. Many or-
ganisations also lack mature incident response
capabilities, not uncommonly because they treat
cybersecurity as a matter of compliance rather
than necessity, 50, assessing what data has been
affected in the early stages of an attack becomes
technically impossible. According to public infor-
mation, the facility’s core infrastructure is unaf-
fected; instead, a group called “World Leaks'
mounted a ransomware attack compromising
systems belonging to Reliance Infrastructure,
one of the engineering contractors of Units 3 and
4. The data in the incident were hosted by Yotta
Data Services, which said it detected suspicious
activity on its servers on May 29.

According o open-source intelligence plat-
form Ransomlook, the data began appearing on
World Leaks on June 11. However, the NPCIL is-
sued a formal darification only on July 15, follow-
ing widespread media reports. Some 14.3 GB of
files have been released, including the layouts of
ventilation systems, floor plans of an alleged
“gomtrol room”, supplier and vendor lists, and in-
surance paperwork. While the files have not been
independently authenticated, the actors and
their incentives merit a closer look. The NPCIL
has said that the files only pertain to infrastruc-
ture beyond the facility’s nuclear island. Howev-
er, stch information can still serve so-called intel-
ligence preparation activities. India is the
third-most breached country and has already
brooked similar attacks against AIIMS Delhi, air-
lines, and State government portals. In this mi-
liew, the government has positioned Kudankulam
a5 the centrepiece of India®s nuclear power ambi-
tions. As CERT:In is conducting an investigation
and Reliance and Yotta have shared their findings
with the government, CERT-In and NPCIL should
also clarify the nature and authenticity of the
files, whether data were exfiltrated before detec-
tion, and whether any credentials or supplier ac-
counts have been exposed. Radical transparency
is impossible here but basic cyber-hygiene and
proactive communication are non-negotiable,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

* Aransomware attack targeted Reliance
Infrastructure, a contractor involved in Units 3
& 4 of the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Project
(Tamil Nadu).

* NPCIL clarified that the reactor's operational
(OT) systems and nuclear island were not
compromised.

e Around 14.3 GB of engineering-related
documents were reportedly leaked by the
ransomware group World Leaks.

e CERT-Inis investigating the incident.

Key Points
e Attack targeted contractor's IT systems, not
the reactor control network.
¢ Leaked documents reportedly include:
o Ventilation layouts
o Building floor plans
o Vendor and supplier details
o |nsurance documents
e Even non-classified engineering data may
support intelligence gathering and future
cyberattacks.
e The incident highlights growing supply-chain
cyber risks to critical infrastructure.
e |talso exposes gaps in cyber incident
disclosure and vendor cybersecurity practices.

Static Linkages
o Information Technology Act, 2000Section
70: Critical Information Infrastructure (CllI).
o Section 70A: National nodal agency for ClI
protection.
o Section 70B: CERT-In as the national
incident response agency.

¢ National Critical Information Infrastructure
Protection Centre (NCIIPC) functions under
NTRO.

e CERT-Inis the national agency for
cybersecurity incident response.

* Nuclear facilities maintain air-gapped
Operational Technology (OT) networks
separate from administrative IT networks.

¢ India follows the IAEA Nuclear Security
Framework for nuclear cybersecurity.

e Cybersecurity is an important component of
National Security and Critical Infrastructure
Protection.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Highlights cyber vulnerabilities in supply
chains supporting strategic infrastructure.
e Demonstrates that contractors can become
entry points for attacks.
¢ Reinforces the need for cyber resilience
beyond core operational systems.
Challenges
e Weak cybersecurity standards among vendors.
* Delayed disclosure reduces transparency and
preparedness.
* Leakage of infrastructure designs may aid
hostile actors.
* Increasing ransomware attacks against critical
infrastructure globally.

Way Forward

e Mandatory cybersecurity audits of all
contractors.

e Strengthen Zero Trust architecture for critical
infrastructure.

e Periodic third-party security assessments and
penetration testing.

* Improve cyber incident reporting and
disclosure protocols.

e Strengthen coordination among CERT-In,
NCIIPC, NTRO, and sectoral agencies.

e Regular cyber drills for nuclear and other
critical infrastructure operators.



Rising inflation leaves no room for a cut
ininterest rates

ndia’s retail inflation breached the RBI's 4%
l target for the first time under the new CPlIse-

ries, rising to 4.38% in June from 3.93% in
May and about 2.7% a year earlier. The latest
print reflects a broader pass-through of price
pressures that had, until recently, remained con-
centrated at the producer level, largely driven by
spiralling transport and fuel costs since the US.-
Iran conflict in late February. Consequently, the
gap between wholesale and retail inflation has
only marginally narrowed. Wholesale inflation
(WPI), now based on 2022-23, remained elevated
at 9.87% in June, up from 9.68% in May. Fuel and
power continued to exert the greatest pressure
on producers, recording inflation of 27.41%, only
marginally lower than May's 28.18%. As India im-
ports nearly 90% of its crude oil requirements,
the value of merchandise imports surged to $70.8
billion in June from about $54.1 billion a year ear-
lier, even though import volumes did not rise
proportionately, This underscores how imported
inflation, amplified by crude prices that briefly
crossed $110 a barrel, has driven systemic price
pressures across the economy. The rupee’s sharp
depreciation during the conflict added to these
pressures, although RBEI intervention in the fo-
reign exchange market helped cushion the fall.

The transport category merits closer examina-

tion. Transport inflation more than doubled to
4.31% in June from 1.75% in May, while the sub-
group, “transport services for goods”, remained
elevated, rising to 7.70% from 7.63%. Another
notable pressure point has been restaurants and
hotels. Although the government announced a
maodest reduction in commercial LPG prices ear-
lier this month, it has done little to offset the
steep increases through May and june, when the
price of a 19.2 kg commercial cylinder in Delhi
climbed to around 2,930 before easing margi-
nally. The system-wide impact is also evident in
food prices, with the Consumer Food Price Index
(CFPI) rising to 5.32% from 4.78% in May. Another
significant price pressure on the CFPI that must
be factored in is the projection of a deficient
southwest monsoon and its impact on agricul-
ture, though the extent will become clearer in the
weeks ahead. Meanwhile, despite the Centre
more than doubling import duties on gold and
silver from 6% to 15% in May, Commerce Ministry
data suggest that bullion imports have remained
robust amid global uncertainty, contributing to
higher jewellery prices and household inflation.
Although the ceasefire announced in late June
briefly eased crude prices, they have begun ris-
ing again. Given continuing geopolitical uncer-
tainty and persistent upstream price pressures,
inflation is unlikely to return to the RBI's 4% tar-
get soon, leaving no room for a rate cut at the Mo-
netary Policy Committee’s August meeting.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

India's CPI-based retail inflation rose to 4.38%
(June) from 3.93% (May), breaching the RBI's
4% inflation target.

Inflation was driven by higher crude oil prices,
transport costs, food inflation, and imported
inflation amid geopolitical tensions in West
Asia.

WPI inflation remained high at 9.87%, indicating
persistent input-cost pressures.

The rise in inflation reduces the possibility of
an RBI repo rate cut in the near term.

Key Points

Retail Inflation (CPI): 4.38% (June)
Wholesale Inflation (WPI): 9.87% (June)
Consumer Food Price Index (CFPI): 5.32%
Fuel & Power Inflation (WPI): 27.41%

India imports nearly 90% of its crude oil
requirement.

Merchandise imports increased to US$70.8
billion (June).

Transport inflation increased to 4.31%.
Rupee depreciation increased imported
inflation.

Deficient monsoon may further raise food
inflation.

e Persistent inflation may delay monetary policy
easing.

Static Linkages

¢ RBI follows Flexible Inflation Targeting (FIT).

e Inflation Target: 4% * 2% (2%-6%).

e Consumer Price Index (CPI) is compiled by the
National Statistics Office (NSO).

e Wholesale Price Index (WPI) is compiled by the
Office of the Economic Adviser, Ministry of
Commerce & Industry.

o Monetary Policy Committee (MPC):6
members.
o Decides the Repo Rate.

e Imported Inflation: Rise in domestic prices due
to higher global prices and currency
depreciation.

e Core Inflation: CPI excluding food and fuel.

Critical Analysis
Challenges
¢ High dependence on imported crude increases
vulnerability to global shocks.
e Persistent WPI inflation can pass on to retail
inflation.
e Rising transport costs increase economy-wide
inflation.
¢ Weak monsoon may aggravate food inflation.
* Higher inflation reduces household purchasing
power.
* Elevated inflation constrains RBI's monetary
policy flexibility.
Significance
e Stable inflation supports sustainable economic
growth.
e Anchored inflation expectations improve
investment confidence.
¢ Lower inflation protects real incomes of
vulnerable households.
e Effective inflation management strengthens
macroeconomic stability.

Way Forward

* Diversify crude oil import sources.

e Expand renewable energy and ethanol
blending.

e Strengthen strategic petroleum reserves.

* Improve agricultural productivity and supply
chains.

* Enhance logistics efficiency through PM Gati
Shakti.

e Maintain fiscal prudence alongside inflation
management.

e Continue data-driven monetary policy under
the MPC.



No onedid it, it happens: War to exam
scandals, pollution to crumbling cities
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context
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* The debate on public accountability in
governance gained prominence after activist
Sonam Wangchuk demanded ministerial
accountability over alleged examination-
related administrative failures.

e Theissue highlights the importance of fixing

responsibility for policy and administrative
decisions in a parliamentary democracy.

* [t has renewed discussions on ministerial
responsibility, institutional accountability,
transparency, and ethical governance.

Key Points

* Accountability is a fundamental pillar of good
governance and constitutional democracy.
* The Indian parliamentary system is based on:
o Collective Responsibility (Article 75(3))
o Individual Ministerial Responsibility

(Parliamentary convention)

* Effective accountability requires:
°o Transparency
o Answerability
o Enforcement
o Institutional oversight

e Key accountability institutions:
o Parliament

o Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG)

Central Vigilance Commission (CVC)

Lokpal

Judiciary

Right to Information (RTI) framework

* Weak accountability leads to governance
deficits, reduced public trust, and poor service

O O O o

delivery.

Static Linkages

e Article 75(3): Collective Responsibility
e Parliamentary System of Government

* Rule of Law
¢ Constitutional Morality

Separation of Powers

Checks and Balances

Good Governance

Transparency & Accountability
Citizen-Centric Administration

Ethics in Public Administration

Second Administrative Reforms Commission
(2nd ARC): Ethics in Governance

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens democratic accountability.
Enhances public trust in institutions.
Improves administrative efficiency.
Promotes transparency in governance.
Reinforces constitutional morality.

Challenges

Diffused responsibility in multi-agency
governance.

Politicisation of administrative failures.
Weak enforcement of accountability
mechanisms.

Delay in departmental inquiries.
Limited institutional coordination.

Way Forward

Strengthen parliamentary oversight.
Ensure time-bound departmental
accountability.

Improve transparency through proactive
disclosure.

Strengthen audit and vigilance institutions.
Implement recommendations of the 2nd ARC
on ethics and accountability.

Promote citizen-centric governance and
grievance redressal.

Enhance performance-based evaluation of
public officials.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

* The recent debate surrounding Zaha Hadid
Architects (ZHA) has renewed attention on the
recognition of women in architecture.

* InIndia, the discussion has highlighted the
persistent under-representation of women in
leadership positions within architectural
institutions despite increasing female
enrolment in architecture education.
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Key Points

o

Council of Architecture (CoA)Statutory

body established under the Architects Act,

1972.

Functions under the Ministry of Education.
Regulates architectural education,
standards, and registration of architects.
Indian Institute of Architects
(I1A)Established in 1917.

Professional body promoting architectural
practice and ethics.

Important FactsWomen constitute around
60% of architecture students, but only
about 20% of registered practicing
architects (Delhi Architecture Biennale,
2023).

No woman has served as the President of
the Council of Architecture since its
establishment.

Perin Jamsetjee Mistri (1936) - First
qualified woman architect in India.

o

Urmila (Eulie) Chowdhury - Member of the
Chandigarh planning team led by Le
Corbusier.

Static Linkages

o

Architects Act, 1972Establishes the Council
of Architecture.

Regulates the profession of architects.
Protects the title "Architect."
Constitutional ProvisionsArticle 14 -
Equality before law.

Article 15(1) - Prohibits discrimination on
grounds of sex.

Article 15(3) — Special provisions for
women.

Article 16 — Equality of opportunity in
public employment.

SDG LinkageSDG 5 - Gender Equality.
SDG 10 - Reduced Inequalities.

Critical Analysis

Issues

High educational participation but low
professional retention.

Under-representation in statutory and
professional leadership.

Institutional barriers to career progression.
Limited recognition of contributions by women
architects.

Significance
¢ Inclusive institutions improve governance and

decision-making.

e Gender diversity enhances innovation in urban

planning and architecture.

e Supports constitutional values of equality and

social justice.

Way Forward

Ensure greater representation of women in
statutory bodies.

Strengthen mentorship and leadership
opportunities.

Promote gender-sensitive workplace policies.
Recognise contributions of women architects
in professional curricula.

Encourage transparent and inclusive
institutional governance.



Ahead of the big deal,
strike a careful balance

OLLOWING THE US Trade Representative’s proposal

to levy tariffs on 60 countries under Section 301 of the
F US Trade Act, 1974, the government has introduced a

new section inthe foreign trade policy regarding forced
labour. India is not the only country to do so — Indonesia, Ca-
nada, Cambodia and Peru have responded with similar com-
mitments after the USTR's proposed tariffs. Simultaneously,
Indiahassought a review of the USTR's proposed tariffs of 12.5
per cent, alluding to inconsistencies in its examination, The
country'’stariff challenges don'tend here. US President Donald
Trump's tariff policy is, as of now, operationalised through Sec-
tion 122 of the Trade Act. However, the 10 per cent universal
rate currently levied can only be imposed for at most 150 days
(without Congressional approval), which end on July 24.
Trumpistryingto reinforce the tariff wall through other path-
ways. Alongside the investigation into forced labour, USTR is
examining theissue of “structural excess capacity and produc-
tion inmanufacturing sectors” in economies, including India,
The cutcome of that investigation , and if it attracts additional
tariffs, is yet tobe released.

This, however, is not the only contentious area — energy is
another lever. A few days ago, a group of US senators unveileda
newversionofthe Russiasanctions Bill that proposes to levy tar-
iffsofupto 100 per cent on the top five buyers of Russian oil and
natural gas — China, India, Slovakia, Hungary and Azerbaijan.
Imports from Russia account for a significant share of India'’s
energy basket. Here, too, New Delhi has taken US concermns on
board — PSUs have signed a deal to import 10 per cent of LPG
requirements from the US,

Inthe recent past, the Indian government has pushed through
trade deals with countries such as the UK and Australia, as well
as the EU. Adeal with the US now —the largest economy in the
world — will go a long way in reducing the uncertainty that has
marred relations between the countries, while expanding trade.
The upside forbothcountries issignificant, Onits part, the White
House will likely continue to exent pressure on India in orderto
extract maximumconcessions. As Delhi moves ahead to expand
its marketand protect its interests, itwill have tocarefully navigate
its way, mindful of an unpredictable White House.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

India amended its Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) by
introducing provisions relating to forced labour
following concerns raised by the U.S. Trade
Representative (USTR) under the U.S. Trade
Act, 1974.

India has sought a review of the proposed
12.5% U.S. tariff on certain Indian exports.

The U.S. is also investigating structural excess
manufacturing capacity in countries including
India, which could result in additional trade
restrictions.

A proposed U.S. sanctions Bill seeks tariffs of
up to 100% on major buyers of Russian oil and
gas, including India.

India continues negotiations for a
comprehensive India-U.S. Bilateral Trade
Agreement (BTA).

Key Points

USTR (United States Trade Representative):
Leads U.S. trade policy and investigates unfair
trade practices.

o U.S. Trade Act, 1974Section 122: Allows
temporary emergency tariffs (maximum
150 days) without Congressional approval.

India has incorporated forced labour
compliance provisions in its Foreign Trade
Policy (FTP).

Countries like Canada, Indonesia, Cambodia
and Peru have also introduced similar
commitments.

India remains a major importer of Russian
crude oil, making energy security a key
concern.

Indian PSUs have agreed to import nearly 10%
of India's LPG requirement from the United
States.

India has recently concluded FTAs with the UK
and Australia, while negotiations continue with
the EU and USA.

Static Linkages

o WTO PrinciplesMost Favoured Nation (MFN)

o National Treatment
Types of Trade Agreements

o FTA

o CEPA

o CECA
Tariffs are instruments of trade protection and
revenue generation.
Labour and environmental standards are
increasingly part of modern trade agreements.
Energy security is an important component of
economic security.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Enhances India's credibility in global value
chains.

Supports ongoing India-US trade negotiations.
Encourages responsible labour practices.
Diversifies India's energy imports.

Expands bilateral trade and investment
opportunities.

Challenges

Higher U.S. tariffs may reduce export
competitiveness.

Increased compliance costs for Indian MSMEs.
U.S. domestic trade laws create uncertainty for
exporters.

Pressure on Russian energy imports may affect
India's energy security.

Possible future tariffs on manufacturing
sectors.

Way Forward

Conclude a balanced India-US Bilateral Trade
Agreement.

Strengthen labour compliance while
supporting MSMEs.

Diversify export markets and energy sources.
Improve manufacturing competitiveness
through logistics and ease of doing business.
Resolve trade disputes through WTO-
consistent mechanisms.
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