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e |IMF cautioned that declining spare production
capacity and oil inventories increase
vulnerability to future supply shocks.

Iran threatens ‘to halt all regional oil exports’

Blockade by U.S. has ‘dismantled’ the peace MoU,
says Tehran; Brent crude price nears $85 a barrel

il and gas ‘will either be for everyone or for no
one'’, says Iran amid ‘wave of strikes’ by the U.S.

Unless stocks are replenished, the world will be
poorly equipped for the next shock, analysts say

Agence France-Presse
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

e The U.S. and Iran resumed military hostilities
after the collapse of the Islamabad
Memorandum, which had temporarily halted
conflict in West Asia.

* The U.S. conducted strikes on Iranian military
targets, citing threats to commercial shipping
in the Strait of Hormuz.

e |ran retaliated by targeting the U.S. Fifth Fleet
(Bahrain) and threatened to block energy
exports through the Strait of Hormuz.

* The renewed conflict has revived concerns
over global energy security, maritime trade,
and its impact on India's economy and
strategic interests.

Key Facts
Strait of Hormuz
e Location: Between Iran (North) and Oman &
UAE (South).
e Connects: Persian Gulf » Gulf of Oman -»
Arabian Sea.
e [tis one of the world's most strategic maritime
chokepoints.
Global Significance
e Carries around 20% of global petroleum liquids
consumption (~20 million barrels/day). (U.S.
EIA)
* Nearly 20% of global LNG trade, mainly from
Qatar, passes through it.
* Major oil exporters using the route:
Saudi Arabia
Iraq
Kuwait
UAE
Qatar
[ran
Strategic Importance
e Headquarters of the U.S. Fifth Fleet is located
in Bahrain.
e Brent crude rose to around $85/barrel
following renewed tensions.

0O O O O o o

o West Asia remains India's largest source of crude
oil imports.
e Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR)
o Maintained to reduce the impact of global
supply disruptions.
e Mission-Based Deployments
o Indian Navy maintains continuous deployment in
the Gulf of Oman, Arabian Sea, and adjoining
waters to safeguard maritime interests.
e Other Important Maritime Chokepoints
o Bab-el-Mandeb
o Suez Canal
o Strait of Malacca

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Strait of Hormuz is the most critical oil transit
chokepoint in the world.
e Stability in West Asia is essential for global energy
markets.
e Directly influences India's inflation, current account
deficit (CAD) and energy security.
¢ Demonstrates the strategic importance of maritime
security in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR).

Challenges

e Closure of the Strait may sharply increase crude oil
and LNG prices.

e Rising freight and insurance costs can disrupt global
supply chains.

e Threatens the safety of Indian merchant vessels and
diaspora in West Asia.

e Prolonged conflict may increase global inflation and
slow economic growth.

e Greater involvement of external powers may widen
regional instability.

Way Forward

e Promote peaceful resolution through dialogue
under the United Nations.

e Ensure freedom of navigation under UNCLOS.

e Diversify India's crude oil and LNG import sources.

e Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR).

e Accelerate renewable energy and Green Hydrogen
to reduce import dependence.

e Strengthen maritime surveillance and naval
cooperation in the Indian Ocean Region.



Leak of Kudankulam
nuclear plant data
sparks ‘commotion’

P. Sudhakar
TIRUNELVELI

The leak of highly sensitive
files of Kudankulam Nu-
clear Power Plant
(KKNPP), reportedly ac-
cessed by a ransomware
group from a contractor’s
server, has triggered “ab-
solute commotion® in the
plant, KKNPP sources said
on Wednesday.

After  commissioning
two 1,000 Mwe VWER reac-
tors, KKNPP is building
four more such units with
Russian s

security-related systems.
The leak originated
from a server hosted by
third party provider Yotta,
The plant’s contractor,
Anil  Ambani's Reliance
Group, has admitted that a
“partial breach” had hap-
pened and the government
had been informed.
“Suspicious activity on
Yotta's server was noted on
May 29 last and it was re-
ported in June-end. Investi-
gations by Nuclear Power
Corporation of India Limit-
ed (NPCIL), the project
and C;

Sources sald the top
bbrass of the upcoming nu-
clear park is “completely
cueless™ about the deve-
lopment that poses securi-
ty threat as it may letan ad-
versary map the support
system and  identify
vulnerabilities.

According to Reuters,
maore than 19,000 files dat-
ing between 2016 and
mid-2025, and linked tw
KKNPP's engineering blue-
prints on control, cooling
and ventilation systems,
list of vendors and sup-
pliers, etc. had been ac-
cessed by World Leaks.

Nuclear Power Corpora-
tion of India Limited said
the information claimed o
be available in public do-
main pertains to “conven-
tional balance of plant
common service facilities™

Emergency Response
Team are on,” the sources
sabd.

‘When the KKNFPP en-
countered a similar inci-
dent in 2019, wherein a
North Korean malware in-
fection on its administra-
tive network exposed the
plant’s vulnerability,
NPCIL had dismissed it say-
ing their “unbreachable
standalone network” was
intact and no data coubd be
accessed by any dark web,

Neither KKNPP's site di-
rector Ashok Bhatiya nor
V.P. Sunil, Station Director
(1and 2), could be reached
for their comments on this
sensitive issue.

Senior manager of hu-
man resources and public
relations Kannan, who
usually keeps in touch with
the media for occasional

and does not relate to any  press statements, also did
nuclear safety or nuclear  not pick up repeated calls.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

A ransomware group reportedly accessed
19,000+ files (2016-2025) related to
Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant (KKNPP)
through a third-party contractor's server.
The leaked documents reportedly include
engineering drawings, cooling and ventilation
systems, vendor details and support
infrastructure.

NPCIL clarified that the leaked information
pertains only to Balance of Plant (BoP)
common service facilities and not to reactor
safety or nuclear security systems.

The incident is being investigated by CERT-In
and NPCIL.

It follows the 2019 Kudankulam malware
incident, highlighting cyber threats to India's
critical infrastructure.

Key Facts
Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant (KKNPP)

Location: Tirunelveli district, Tamil Nadu.
Operator: Nuclear Power Corporation of India
Limited (NPCIL).

Administrative Control: Department of Atomic
Energy (DAE).

Collaboration: India—Russia.

Reactor Type: VVER-1000 (Pressurized Water
Reactor - PWR).

Fuel: Low Enriched Uranium.

Moderator & Coolant: Light Water.
Operational Units: 2 x 1000 MW.

e Under Construction: 4 x 1000 MW.
e Total Planned Capacity: 6000 MW (India's
largest nuclear power plant).
VVER Reactor
e Russian-designed Pressurized Water Reactor
(PWR).
e Equipped with:
o Double containment
o Passive safety systems
o Core catcher
e Uses light water as both coolant and
moderator.
Balance of Plant (BoP)
Includes non-nuclear infrastructure such as:
¢ Cooling system
e Ventilation
e Turbines
e Transformers
e Water treatment system
e Electrical distribution network
(BoP is separate from the reactor core and nuclear
safety systems.)
CERT-In
e National cyber incident response agency.
e Established under Section 70B of the
Information Technology Act, 2000.
e Functions under Ministry of Electronics &
Information Technology (MeitY).
NCIIPC
e National Critical Information Infrastructure
Protection Centre.
e Functions under NTRO.
e Nodal agency for protection of Critical
Information Infrastructure (CIl) under Section
70A of the IT Act, 2000.

Static Linkages

e |ndia follows a Three-Stage Nuclear Power
Programme proposed by Dr. Homi J. Bhabha.

e Atomic Energy Act, 1962 regulates peaceful
use of atomic energy.

e Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010
governs compensation for nuclear damage.

* |AEA promotes peaceful use and safety of
nuclear energy.

* Indiais a party to the Convention on Nuclear
Safety (CNS).

* Nuclear power contributes to India's Net Zero
by 2070 and energy security objectives.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Highlights cyber vulnerabilities in India's
Critical Information Infrastructure (Cll).



Emphasizes the importance of securing third-
party vendors and supply chains.

Reinforces the need for cyber resilience in
strategic sectors like nuclear energy.

Challenges

Increasing ransomware attacks on critical
infrastructure.

Third-party contractor vulnerabilities.
Protection of Operational Technology (OT) and
Industrial Control Systems (ICS).

Shortage of specialised cyber-security
manpower.

Balancing digitalisation with national security.

Way Forward

Strengthen Zero Trust Cyber Security
Architecture in strategic installations.
Conduct mandatory cyber audits of all
contractors and vendors.

Enhance coordination among CERT-In, NCIIPC,
NPCIL and NTRO.

Regular red-team exercises and penetration
testing.

Promote indigenous secure hardware and
software for critical infrastructure.
Implement IAEA Nuclear Security guidelines
and continuous cyber risk assessment.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

* An opinion article based on a visit to Iran amid

heightened U.S.-Iran tensions highlighted the
country's resilience despite sanctions and

conflict.

, becanse of my I comild not
visit sorme of its most revered shrines:, Pestaps it
this time. | will
these blessed sanchiaries in better times.

* The developments have renewed focus on
Iran's geopolitical importance, Strait of
Hormuz, India's energy security, and India's
strategic interests in West Asia.

e For UPSC, the issue is important from the
perspectives of International Relations, Energy
Security, Maritime Security, and India's
Connectivity Initiatives.

Key Points
* |ran

o Capital: Tehran

o Currency: Iranian Rial

o Located in West Asia.

o Shares borders with Iraq, Turkiye, Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Afghanistan and
Pakistan.

o Bounded by the Caspian Sea (North) and
Persian Gulf & Gulf of Oman (South).

e Strategic Importance

o Holds one of the world's largest crude oil
and natural gas reserves.

o Serves as a gateway connecting West Asia,
Central Asia and the Caucasus.

o Controls the northern coast of the Strait of
Hormuz.

e Strait of Hormuz

o Connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of
Oman and Arabian Sea.
o One of the world's most important
maritime choke points.

o Around 20% of global petroleum liquids trade
passes through it (U.S. Energy Information
Administration).

India-Iran Relations
o lranis crucial for India's:
= Energy Security
= Connectivity with Afghanistan and Central
Asia
= Regional strategic balance.

o Chabahar Port provides India access to
Afghanistan and Central Asia bypassing Pakistan.

o Connected with the International North-South
Transport Corridor (INSTC).

India's Policy

Strategic Autonomy

Multi-alignment

Support for freedom of navigation.

Peaceful resolution of disputes.

Respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity.

O O O O

Static Linkages

Chabahar Port is India's only overseas port project.
INSTC connects India-Iran-Caspian Region-Russia-
Europe.

Strait of Hormuz is an international maritime choke
point.

Maritime choke points significantly influence global
energy prices.

Economic sanctions affect trade, banking, shipping
and investments.

India's crude oil imports are highly dependent on
West Asian countries.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Ensures India's energy security.

Supports India's Connect Central Asia Policy.
Strengthens India's strategic presence through
Chabahar Port.

Enhances regional connectivity via INSTC.
Maintains India's balanced diplomacy in West Asia.

Challenges

U.S. sanctions restrict economic engagement.
Regional conflicts threaten oil supply chains.
Disruption of the Strait of Hormuz can increase
global crude prices.

Geopolitical rivalry affects India's strategic
flexibility.

Way Forward

Strengthen India's policy of strategic autonomy.
Expedite operationalisation of Chabahar Port and
INSTC.

Diversify energy import sources while maintaining
engagement with Iran.

Enhance maritime security cooperation in the Indian
Ocean Region.

Support diplomatic solutions for regional stability.
Expand strategic petroleum reserves to mitigate
supply disruptions.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS: ¢ Strait of Hormuz as a global maritime chokepoint.
Context e UNCLOS - Transit Passage through international
* Iran has recently intensified its coercive straits.

e Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs).

e Energy Security.

e Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR).

e SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region).

actions in the Strait of Hormuz, including
attacks on commercial shipping and threats to
restrict maritime transit.

* The developments follow the U.S.-Israel e Chabahar Port.
military strikes on Iran and have heightened e International North-South Transport Corridor
tensions in West Asia, raising concerns over (INSTC).
global energy security and freedom of ¢ Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC).
navigation.
e The crisis has significant implications for Critical Analysis
Significance

India's energy security, maritime trade, and

. e Demonstrates the strategic importance of maritime
strategic interests. & P

chokepoints.
e Highlights energy security as a component of

Key Points national security.
Iran's Strategy e Reinforces the importance of strategic autonomy in
e Uses asymmetric warfare through: India's foreign policy.
o Proxy groups (Axis of Resistance) Concerns
o Missile and drone capabilities e Threatens freedom of navigation.
o Maritime coercion in the Strait of Hormuz. e |Increases geopolitical instability in West Asia.

Escalates global crude oil prices.

Raises shipping and insurance costs.
Disrupts global supply chains.

Affects India's energy and trade security.
Challenges for India

e Seeks strategic leverage against Western
sanctions and military pressure.
Axis of Resistance
* Hezbollah (Lebanon)

* Hamas (Palestine) e Dependence on West Asian energy imports.
* Houthis (Yemen) e Protecting Indian diaspora in the Gulf.
Importance of the Strait of Hormuz e Balancing ties with Iran, Israel, GCC countries and
e Connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of the U.S.
Oman and Arabian Sea. e Ensuring uninterrupted operation of Chabahar Port
and INSTC.

e World's most important oil transit chokepoint.
e Around 20% of global petroleum liquids

. . Way Forward
consumption passes through the Strait (U.S. Y

e Diversify crude oil import sources.

E.nergy Informat'ion Administration). e Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Implications for India e Strengthen maritime security and naval presence in
¢ [ndia imports a major share of its crude oil from the Indian Ocean.
Gulf countries. e Promote peaceful diplomatic engagement in West
e Disruption may lead to: Asia.
o Higher crude oil prices. e Enhance renewable energy and green hydrogen
o Increased freight and insurance costs. adoption. .
. e QOperationalise INSTC and Chabahar to improve
o Inflationary pressures. -
o connectivity.

Widening Current Account Deficit (CAD). e Uphold UNCLOS and freedom of navigation.
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Fulfil the promise
New Delhi cannot keep stalling the

restoration of Statehood o JEK

t has been over two and a hall years since
l the Supreme Court of India recorded the

Union government's solemn assurance that
Statehood would be restored to Jammu and Kash-
mdr (J&K). It set no timeline, but the expectation
was that it would happen within a reasonalse pe-
riod and steps would be taken progressively. That
the Bharathya Janata Party (BIPHled government
has done nothing on this front since then can on-
ly mean that it has interpreted the Lack of a time-
line as a licence for the indefinite deferral of
Statchood. This is despite repeated assurances
from the Centre. Prime Minkster Narendra Modi
phedged it in the run-up to the J&K elections, and
Home Minister Amit Shah reiterated It on the
floor of Parlament. Unsurprisingly, the inaction
has. driven MK Chief Mintster Omar Abdullah to
organise a series of agitations and rallies, calmi-
nating in a sit-in at Jantar Mantar on July 20. His
rievance, and that of the province, i begitimate.
The retention of Union Territory status even after
popular elections subordinates the elected go-
vernment to an unelected Licutenant Governor
wh netains preponderant suthority over the bu-
reaucracy. the police and other insthutons.
There is no principled justification for perpetuart-
ing this arrangement once elections have been
hedd and a government installed.

Mew Delhi's rationale for inaction has been
trite: “security”, involed by the Solicitor-General
before the Cowrt late Last year, citing the Pahal-
gam attack, in a hearing on a petition seeking res-
toration of Statehood. But this angument cuts no
lce. By the government's account, the attack was
onchestrated from across the border, and India
responded with Operation Sindoor. A cross-hor-
der provocation can have no loghcal bearing on
whether J&K's elected representatives are to be
trusted with the powers of a full State. If anyth-
ing, empowering elected leaders o address local
grievances is precisely how a polity assuages con-
cerns before they turn into resentment, which
fied into cycles of militancy in the Kashmir Valley
for decades. The Centre's handling of J&K, La-
dakh and even Manipur reveals 3 troubling pat-
tern in how border reghons with substantial mi-
nority populations are treated. Secure in s
dominance across the north, the west and now
the east, the BIP appears 1o regard the concemns
of citizens in these provinces as expendable.
Such a view is myopic: governance that reats a
border region as politically dispensable only dee-
pens alienation, and instability soon spills over
and unsetthes governance overall. The B]P seems
cynically content to beave the Statehood question
hanging until the political arithmetic, already
sought to be reworked through delimitation in
J&K, tils dectsheely In its frvour. A promise made
to the Court, to Parliament and to the people of
J&K cannot be held in abeyance until political cir-
cumstances tum expedient for the BJP.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

¢ The Supreme Court (2023), while upholding the
Jammu & Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019,
recorded the Union Government's assurance
that Statehood would be restored to Jammu &
Kashmir (J&K) at the earliest.

e Although Assembly elections have been
conducted and an elected government is in
place, Statehood has not yet been restored.

* Theissue has again gained attention due to
renewed political demands for restoration of
full Statehood.

Key Points
o Jammu & Kashmir Reorganisation Act,
2019Abrogation of the special status under
Article 370.
o Reorganisation of the erstwhile State into:
= Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir
(with Legislature)
= Union Territory of Ladakh (without
Legislature)
* The Lieutenant Governor (LG) exercises
significant executive authority over:
o Public Order
o Police
o All India Services and key administrative
matters.

e The Supreme Court (In Re: Article 370, 2023):
o Upheld the constitutional validity of the
abrogation of Article 370.
o Directed the Election Commission of India to
complete Assembly elections by 30 September
2024 (subsequently held).
o Recorded the Union Government's commitment
to restore Statehood to J&K.
e Restoration of Statehood remains a policy decision
of the Union Government.

Static Linkages

e Articlel - India as a Union of States.

e Articles 2 & 3 - Parliament's power to create new
States and alter areas, boundaries and names of
States.

e Article 239 - Administration of Union Territories.

e Article 239A & 239AA - Special provisions for certain
Union Territories with legislatures.

e Article 356 - President's Rule.

e Seventh Schedule - Distribution of legislative
powers.

e Basic Structure Doctrine — Federalism and
Democracy.

e S.R.Bommai v. Union of India (1994) - Federalism is
part of the Basic Structure.

e Jammu & Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019.

Prelims Facts

e J&Kisa Union Territory with Legislature.

e |adakhis a Union Territory without Legislature.

e Parliament may alter State boundaries under Article
3 after seeking the views of the concerned State
Legislature (views are not binding).

e Union Territories derive powers primarily from
Articles 239-241.

Mains Value Addition
Significance of Statehood Restoration
e Strengthens representative democracy.
e Reinforces cooperative federalism.
e Enhances accountability of the executive to the
elected legislature.
e Improves participatory governance and local
decision-making.
Concerns
e Delay in restoration may weaken democratic
legitimacy.
e |imited autonomy of the elected government under
UT status.
e Balancing national security with democratic
governance remains a policy challenge.

Way Forward

e Restore Statehood in accordance with the Union
Government's assurance before the Supreme Court.

e Strengthen democratic institutions and cooperative
federalism.

e Continue robust security measures while expanding
democratic participation.

e Ensure constitutional governance with greater
administrative accountability.



Indias trade weaknesses are becoming

episodic, its strengths structural

ndia's trade data for June offers insights into
l how the country is weathering the West Asia

crisis and the prospect of a deficient mon-
soon. The fact that the trade deficit jumped 430%
in June would seem alarming. However, a deeper
look at the compaosition of this deficit should ease
a lot of that alarm. The bulk of the increase in the
deficit was due to the sharp increase in merchan-
dise imports in June. And within this, it was led
by crude, gold, fertilizers and electronic goods,
The value of crude oil imports rose 40% in June
2026, reflecting the skyrocketing prices of oil a
few months earlier. Gold prices have also been
rising as uncertainty over the West Asia situation
persists. The doubling of gold import duties in
May would also have pushed up prices in June.
With Indias natural gas supplies hit due to the
West Asia constraints, it has had to import more
fertilizer — 201% more by value over last June.
The only one of these categories that has seen im-
ports rise sharply due to domestic factors is the
electronic goods segment. As India's electronics
manufacturing and assembly grow, more parts
are going to come from abroad to fuel this engine.
The government is encouraging this, as seen in its
decision last week to remove the basic customs
duty on imported parts in the manufacture of dis-
play assemblies, lithium-ion cells and inductor
«coil modules. These are essential if India wants to
boost its manufacturing of high-end electronics
such as smartphones, laptops and smart TVs. Go-
ing ahead, the attempt should also be to manu-
facture as many of these inputs locally so that
these supply chains can be made truly secure.

The good news is that Indias merchandise ex-

ports have put on a strong showing, not only in
June 2026, but throughout the first quarter of
2026-27. Merchandise exporis grew 15.5% in June
and by an even quicker 16% in Q1. This was not
simply a buoyancy granted by costly petroleum
exports, either. Non-petroleum exports grew by a
robust 16.5% in June and 12.4% in QL. This is al-
most precisely the duration of the West Asia cri-
sis. The data show that India's exports to every
region of the world except West Asia grew in Q1,
and that a large portion of export growth was in
volume terms as well as in value. Indian expor-
ters are to be commended for diversifying so
quickly. Service exports, however, grew only
2.9% in June and 6.2% in Q1. As Chief Economic
Adviser V. Anantha Nageswaran has warned, suc-
«cess in areas such as Global Capability Centres
should not be considered an end in itself - there
is still far to go, and complacency will rob India of
its advantage in this area.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

* India's merchandise trade deficit widened by
430% in June 2026, mainly due to a surge in
imports rather than weak exports.

* Theincrease was driven by higher imports of
crude oil, gold, fertilizers and electronic goods
amid the West Asia crisis.

* Despite geopolitical tensions, India's
merchandise exports remained robust,
indicating improved export diversification and
resilience.

Why Did Imports Rise?

e Crude Oil: Import value increased by 40% due
to elevated global oil prices caused by the
West Asia conflict.

* Gold: Imports became costlier due to rising
global prices and higher import duty.

* Fertilizers: Import value increased by 201%
because disruptions in natural gas supplies
from West Asia affected fertilizer availability.

e Electronic Goods: Higher imports of
components supported India's expanding
electronics manufacturing sector.

Export Performance
e Merchandise exports: +15.5% (June 2026);
+16% (Q1 FY2026-27).

e Non-petroleum exports: +16.5% (June); +12.4%
(Q1), indicating broad-based export growth.
e Exports increased to almost all regions except
West Asia, reflecting market diversification.
e Growth occurred in both volume and value,
indicating genuine demand growth.
e Service exports grew relatively slowly:
o 2.9% (June)
0 6.2% (Q1 FY2026-27)

Government Measures

e Removal of Basic Customs Duty (BCD) on:
o Display assembly parts
o Lithium-ion battery cells
o Inductor coil modules

¢ Objective:
o Promote electronics manufacturing.
o Integrate India into Global Value Chains

(GVCs).

o Support Make in India and exports.

Static Concepts

e Balance of Trade (BoT): Difference between
merchandise exports and merchandise
imports.

e Current Account includes:

o Merchandise trade
o Services trade

o Remittances

o Investmentincome

¢ Atrade deficit does not necessarily imply a
current account deficit, as services and
remittances may offset it.

* Indiaimports nearly 85% of its crude oil
requirement, making energy security a key
economic concern.

e Natural gas is a major feedstock for urea
production; disruptions increase fertilizer
imports.

e Participation in Global Value Chains (GVCs)
initially increases imports of intermediate
goods before raising exports.

Importance
Economic Significance
¢ Indicates resilience of India's external sector
despite global geopolitical shocks.
¢ Reflects diversification of export destinations.
e Highlights India's increasing integration with
global manufacturing supply chains.



Concerns

High dependence on imported crude oil.
Fertilizer import dependence affects food
security.

Electronics sector still relies heavily on
imported components.

Slow growth in service exports.

Persistent trade deficits may increase external
sector vulnerability.

Way Forward

Increase domestic production of electronic
components and semiconductor ecosystem.
Diversify crude oil and fertilizer import
sources.

Strengthen renewable energy and green
hydrogen to reduce energy imports.

Promote high-value manufacturing under Make
in India and PLI Scheme.

Expand export markets through FTAs and
improved logistics.

Increase domestic value addition in electronics
to reduce import dependence.




America’s hubris hasyielded a

F Ve

dramatically more dangerous world

uuuuuu

mcalation  fenoen. By far-roach- transit foes from commercial vessels. This  flict has set back s economy by roaghly
o, ing detorent, i SKbll peradert rationn:
has laid bare the realities of  fally held the ghotal economy hostage, i workd. of
In b sy
pevhaps the L Swan fching toshe theworkd The resalting Mol in exchange for = s i (The Pan-
hatthe . 1 e and iy
SHASHI charge for servioes; Hormuzor com-
ochvodtobe. Afterall. Inchud-
launched “Epic Pary”. d Iranitan THAROOR
' ol the commens.) | ! endone
ternpting to evade the tolls provoleddthela- - ment of an integrated orasefie across.
eign amets,
torkc biockade, —athevat for-
unciear.
the . ‘Hearmas, and the
Rather than executing (he fegime  anduithoutdevatating the workd sconoeny. u Houthis.
F et ol nd
byt ot of I’ Dl . e
expunded 3 L i senles i
i o . tirse bradfic. Iran Enmediately responded Irjllﬁdi.}kr\r“uw"'.l:rralllhilm
i with 3 " fox
i JCPOA, sesapped by listie enfsaile sitacks againu UShases b imsmedisae unleasbing. Domenscally, the
thatofMetallycoerenenerdees Juse i whes  Dorald Tramppin 2018, which reitricted Bsbesin, Kuswadt, Qatar anud Jorchan, architects.of the war see intemie prblic
> lasy I clicas capaciy without a single ™ e — backlioh g po
Speaker Bagher Ghalftaf : v Wik of i
signed & 14-point Moll, has collapsed.  diplomacy s intermational verification thoes whil
: with peckdes s U - Inated high-ranking pol i gy vicw the L sl an-
Deran. Sl figren. . chot but !

y powerin e
s can s i

s that militiey

the

: e .
Aberal, eltesimply  coberent objecth

Jeubsswasthe ity atiractod atacks: bt Noelh ——

' ¥
ally has nukes, and i de-  onde i anda
i 1 ith Obamals

A i g L eaan; , fercely
eirens Eecasght o beas by Wiestiorm foroes,  Geet tha borsh JCPOA scrapped by Trumpin  angry, more sophisticated, asd
. 2018, whick :

ne-

uckear capacity withoura TSNS opleelfecact Parbarrat Lk Sabhul or

exiend I
beryorsd the Imenediate combat, thee Parfarmentary Standing Committes
i Afizis

“KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

‘zone. e External

Context

The U.S. and Iran resumed military operations
after the collapse of a temporary ceasefire
framework.

The conflict has renewed concerns over the
Strait of Hormuz, a critical global maritime
chokepoint.

Escalation has raised issues relating to energy
security, maritime security, freedom of
navigation, regional stability, and global
economic growth.

The developments are important for India,
given its dependence on energy imports from
West Asia.

Key Points
Strait of Hormuz

Lies between Iran (north) and Oman & UAE
(south).

Connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of
Oman and Arabian Sea.

One of the world's most important oil and LNG
transit chokepoints.

Any disruption directly affects global crude oil
prices and supply chains.

Nature of Modern Warfare

Increasing role of:
o Armed drones
Precision-guided missiles
Naval mines
Cyber warfare
Electronic warfare
Proxy groups
Demonstrates the effectiveness of asymmetric
warfare against technologically superior
militaries.

O O O o o

Implications for India

Around 85% of India's crude oil requirement is
imported.
Higher crude prices may:

o

Increase Current Account Deficit (CAD).
Fuel imported inflation.
Increase fiscal burden due to higher energy
costs.
o Put pressure on the Indian Rupee.
e Safety of Indian diaspora and shipping in West Asia
remains a strategic concern.
Global Implications
e Threat to global energy security.
e Increased shipping and insurance costs.
e Supply-chain disruptions.
e Risk of wider regional conflict involving proxy
actors.
e Greater uncertainty in international trade.

Static Linkages
o UNCLOS, 1982Provides Transit Passage through
international straits used for international
navigation.
Strategic ChokepointsStrait of Hormuz
Bab-el-Mandeb
Strait of Malacca
Suez Canal
Panama Canal
Asymmetric WarfareUse of low-cost military
capabilities by weaker states to offset
conventional military superiority.
o India's Energy SecurityStrategic Petroleum
Reserves (SPR)
Diversification of crude import sources
Renewable Energy Mission
o Green Hydrogen Mission

O O O 0O O O

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Highlights strategic importance of maritime
chokepoints.
e Demonstrates changing character of warfare.
e Reinforces importance of energy diversification.
e Underlines need for diplomatic conflict resolution.
Challenges
e Escalation threatens global peace.
e Qil price volatility impacts developing economies.
e |ncreased militarisation of international waterways.
e Weakening of multilateral diplomacy.
e Greater nuclear proliferation risks.
e Economic burden on energy-importing countries like
India.

Way Forward

e Promote diplomatic resolution through multilateral
platforms.

e Ensure freedom of navigation under UNCLOS.

e Strengthen maritime security cooperation.

e Diversify India's crude oil import sources.

e Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.

e Accelerate renewable energy and Green Hydrogen
Mission.

e Strengthen regional dialogue in West Asia.
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o Canada, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Russia, France
Australia's entry will diversify India's uranium
imports and strengthen energy security.
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Nuclear energy is a low-carbon baseload energy

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context
* |India and Australia strengthened civil nuclear
cooperation during their recent bilateral
summit.
e The joint statement indicated progress towards
commercial supply of Australian uranium to

source essential for India's Net Zero 2070
commitment.
e Indiais a member of:
o |AEA, MTCR, Wassenaar Arrangement, Australia
Group, (Not a member of NSG).

Critical Analysis
Significance

India. e Ensures long-term fuel security for India's
* The development supports India's target of expanding nuclear programme.
expanding installed nuclear power capacity e Diversifies uranium imports, reducing supply risks.
from 8.78 GW to 100 GW by 2047. e Strengthens India-Australia Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership.
Key Points e Supports India's clean energy transition and

decarbonisation goals.
e Facilitates future deployment of SMRs and
advanced reactors.
Challenges

e Australia possesses about one-third of the
world's known recoverable uranium reserves.
e Australia traditionally exported uranium only

to NPT signatories. e High capital cost and long gestation period of
* Indiais not a signatory to the NPT, but received nuclear projects.
the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) waiver ¢ Dependence on imported uranium despite domestic
(2008), enabling global civil nuclear trade. reserves.
* India signed the IAEA Additional Protocol * Radioactive waste management and nuclear safety
(2009) under its civilian-military nuclear concerns. '
. e Delays in reactor construction and regulatory
separation plan.
approvals.

e The India—Australia Civil Nuclear Cooperation
Agreement came into force in 2015.
* An Administrative Arrangement (AA) was

¢ Need for robust safety, security and safeguards.

Way Forward

concluded to: ¢ Build a strategic uranium reserve.
o Track Australian Obligated Nuclear Material e Accelerate indigenous reactor construction under
(AONM). fleet mode.
o Ensure uranium is used only for peaceful e Expand international civil nuclear partnerships.

e Promote domestic uranium exploration.

e Strengthen nuclear safety and regulatory oversight.
e |nvestin SMRs and advanced nuclear technologies.
e Enhance public awareness regarding nuclear safety.

civilian purposes.
o Comply with IAEA safeguards.
e [ndia currently imports uranium from:




Government must talk
toSonam, that’sits duty

5 SONAM Wangrhuk’s hunger strike at the capital's
Jantar Mantar enters yet another day, the govern-
ment holds on to its hard silence. Wangehuk is no

stranger to the political establishment heseeksto ad-
dress, again. Last year, the profusely awarded innovator, edu-
cation reformer and climate activist was arrested after asection
ofthe protests he led in Leh — demanding statehood and Sixth
Sehedule safeguards for Ladakh — nemed violent. The mancel-
ebrated fior breaking the mould was accused of instigating the
vielence, labelled “anti-national”, slapped with the stringent
NSA. In March this year, after about 170 days in jail, Wangehuk
walked free after the government revoked his preventive deten-
tion, only days before it wasto come up in court, It was actively
engaging in a dialogue to address the people’s aspirations and
concerns in Ladakh, the government said, through a high-
powered committee and other platforms. Today, Wangehuk's
demand haschanged — along with the Cockroach Janta Party,
he isdemanding accountability and educational reform in the
wakeof the NEET paperleak. But the government's instinct and
playbook remain the same — it has set fis face against the pro-
testers. Asof now, it is not clear whetheror when it will take the
nextstepand relent and engage.

The BIP-led government needs toreflect onits own nesponse
pattern. The Wangehuk- CTPprotest cannet be compared toother
instanoes, it s very much a product of its moment. But be it the
farmers’ agitation against the farm laws being pushed through
without consultation, or demenstrations against a citizenship
law more discriminatory — civil seciety protests have almeost al-
ways shone a light on the government's inability to reach out. It
cannot find thewordsand languagetotalktothose whodisagree
with it. This reinforces the impression that it is uncomfortable
withanythingthat involves give and take. It isonly at home talk-
ing to others, it seems, when it is striking deals with them in the
political backrooms to add to its growing numbersin Pardiament.
Talking and | i, clialog d negotiation, i Tment’s
bounden duty in ademaocracy — not an instrument it uses onby
o swing a transaction. The government needs to talk to Wang-
chuk and his supporters at Jantar Mantar,

Whether it doessoor not, Wangchuk has made his point. The
NEET leak did not just affect those who took the exam, it has
drawm attention toabrokeneducational system, and the need to
set it ght. Those changes will take patience — and more men
and women like Wangchuk, dedicated vo acause that resonates
wideand deepinacountryofthe young. That's why hemustend
the fast and why the government st find away totalk to him.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context
e Education reformer and climate activist Sonam
Wangchuk is on a hunger strike demanding:
o Accountability in the NEET paper leak.
o Comprehensive reforms in India's
examination system.
e Earlier, Wangchuk had led protests seeking:
o Statehood for Ladakh.
o Sixth Schedule status for Ladakh to
safeguard tribal interests.
e Theissue has brought focus on democratic
dissent, constitutional rights, governance, and
examination reforms.

Key Points
* NEET paper leak exposed vulnerabilities in
India's competitive examination system.
* Raises concerns regarding:
o Credibility of public examinations.
o Institutional accountability.
o Transparency in recruitment and
admissions.
* Highlights the importance of:
o Citizens' right to peaceful protest.
o Government-civil society dialogue.
¢ Relevant institutions:
o National Testing Agency (NTA)
o Ministry of Education
o Central investigative agencies.

Static Linkages

e Article 19(1)(a): Freedom of Speech and
Expression.

e Article 19(1)(b): Right to assemble peacefully
without arms.

e Article 19(2) & 19(3): Reasonable restrictions.

e Article 14: Equality before Law.

e Article 21: Right to Life and Personal Liberty.

e Article 22: Constitutional provisions relating to
preventive detention.

e Sixth Schedule: Autonomous administration for
tribal areas of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and
Mizoram.

e lLadakh is a Union Territory and is not covered
under the Sixth Schedule.

Critical Analysis
Significance
¢ Reinforces democratic participation through
peaceful protest.
e Emphasizes accountability of public
institutions.
e Highlights need for credible examination
mechanisms.
e Strengthens constitutional values of
transparency and rule of law.
Challenges
e Balancing Right to Protest with public order.
e Restoring trust in competitive examinations.
¢ Delays in grievance redressal.
* Weak coordination among examination
authorities.

Way Forward

e Strengthen examination security using
advanced technology.

e Establish independent examination oversight
mechanisms.

e Ensure time-bound investigation of paper
leaks.

e Enhance transparency in NTA functioning.

¢ Promote institutional dialogue between
government and stakeholders.

e Strengthen grievance redressal and
accountability mechanisms.
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