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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The Supreme Court set aside 27 Gauhati High
Court judgments that had upheld Foreigners'
Tribunal orders declaring certain persons as
foreigners.
The cases have been remanded to the
respective Foreigners' Tribunals for fresh
adjudication.
The Court held that determination of
citizenship/foreigner status must be fair,
lawful, reasoned, and consistent with
constitutional guarantees.
It also directed that no coercive action be
taken against the appellants until fresh orders
are passed.

Key Points
Section 9, Foreigners Act, 1946: Burden of
proving that a person is not a foreigner lies on
the proceedee.
Despite the burden of proof, the Tribunal
cannot mechanically declare a person as a
foreigner merely due to non-appearance.
Tribunals must:

Provide a reasonable opportunity of
hearing.
Examine documentary and oral evidence
independently.
Pass a reasoned (speaking) order.

The Supreme Court reiterated that Articles 14
and 21 are available to all persons, including
foreigners.
Declaration as a foreigner may result in:

Detention
Deportation
Statelessness
Loss of civil rights and family separation

The remand does not validate the claim of
Indian citizenship; it only ensures a
constitutionally valid adjudicatory process.

Static Linkages
Articles 5–11 – Constitutional
provisions relating to citizenship.
Article 11 – Parliament's power to
regulate citizenship.
Citizenship Act, 1955.
Foreigners Act, 1946.
Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964.
Article 14 – Equality before law
(available to all persons).
Article 21 – Protection of life and
personal liberty (available to all
persons).
Article 19 – Available only to citizens.
Principles of Natural Justice:

Audi Alteram Partem (Right to be
heard).
Reasoned/Speaking Orders.
Fair and unbiased adjudication.

Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India (1978):
Procedure established by law must be
just, fair and reasonable.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reinforces Rule of Law in citizenship
determination.
Upholds procedural fairness in quasi-
judicial proceedings.
Prevents arbitrary exercise of State
power.
Protects constitutional rights of all
persons.

Challenges
Burden of proof under Section 9 is
difficult for persons lacking legacy
documents.
Large pendency before Foreigners'
Tribunals.
Inconsistent standards in appreciation
of evidence.
Risk of prolonged uncertainty
regarding legal status.

Way Forward
Standardize procedures followed by
Foreigners' Tribunals.
Ensure effective legal aid for
vulnerable persons.
Digitize and preserve legacy records.
Strengthen capacity and training of
Tribunal members.
Ensure timely disposal while adhering
to principles of natural justice.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Supreme Court stayed the Madras High
Court's order directing the Tamil Nadu
government to impose a State-wide ban on the
slaughter of cows and calves.
The State argued that the direction was
contrary to the Tamil Nadu Animal
Preservation Act, 1958, which permits
slaughter of certain cattle under specified
conditions.
The case highlights issues relating to Directive
Principles of State Policy (DPSPs), legislative
competence, judicial review, and animal
preservation laws.

Key Points
Supreme Court Bench: Justices Vikram Nath
and Sandeep Mehta.
Stayed the High Court's direction imposing a
blanket prohibition.

Tamil Nadu Animal Preservation Act,
1958Allows slaughter of cows above 10
years of age if certified permanently unfit
for breeding or agricultural work.

State argued that:
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960
regulates humane treatment of animals.
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Slaughter
House) Rules, 2001 prescribe standards for
licensed slaughterhouses.

The State termed the High Court's direction as
judicial lawmaking, since existing law regulates
rather than completely prohibits slaughter.

Static Linkages
Article 48 – State shall organize agriculture and
animal husbandry on modern and scientific
lines and prohibit slaughter of cows, calves and
other milch and draught cattle.
Article 48A – Protection and improvement of
environment.

Article 51A(g) – Fundamental Duty to show
compassion for living creatures.
Article 37 – DPSPs are non-justiciable but
fundamental in governance.

Article 246 & Seventh ScheduleState List
(Entry 15): Preservation, protection and
improvement of stock; prevention of animal
diseases.
Concurrent List (Entry 17): Prevention of
cruelty to animals.

Judicial Review – Courts interpret laws but
ordinarily do not legislate.

Critical Analysis
Constitutional Dimension

Article 48 encourages cattle preservation but
leaves implementation to legislation.
Raises the issue of judicial interpretation
versus judicial legislation.

Governance Issues
Uniform enforcement of slaughterhouse
regulations remains a challenge.
Need to balance animal welfare, farmers'
livelihoods, and public order.

Federal Aspect
Livestock preservation primarily falls within
the legislative domain of States.
Different States have different cow slaughter
laws based on local conditions.

Way Forward
Strengthen enforcement of existing animal
preservation laws.
Modernize and regulate licensed
slaughterhouses.
Ensure humane treatment of animals in
accordance with the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act.
Respect legislative competence while
maintaining judicial restraint.
Promote scientific livestock management and
cattle conservation.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

CPI-based retail inflation rose to 4.4% in June
2026, crossing the RBI's medium-term target of
4% for the first time since January 2025.
Inflation increased from 3.93% (May 2026).
Rise was mainly driven by:

Food inflation (5.05%) due to uneven
monsoon and weather-related supply
disruptions.
Higher fuel prices amid geopolitical
tensions in West Asia.
Rising transportation and logistics costs.

Key Points
Headline CPI Inflation: 4.4%
Food Inflation: 5.05% (highest under the new
CPI series).
Transport Inflation: Rose to 4.3% from 1.7% in
May.
Higher crude oil prices increased imported
inflation and production costs.
Rising prices of gold and silver pushed up
inflation in miscellaneous goods and services.
Food and fuel remain the major drivers of
India's retail inflation.

Static Linkages
Consumer Price Index (CPI) is compiled by the
National Statistical Office (NSO), MoSPI.
RBI follows the Flexible Inflation Targeting (FIT)
framework (since 2016).
Inflation Target: 4% ± 2% (range: 2%–6%).
Legal Basis: RBI Act, 1934 (amended through
the Finance Act, 2016).

Monetary Policy Committee (MPC):6
members (3 RBI + 3 Central Government
nominees).
Repo Rate is the primary policy instrument.
Types of Inflation:Demand-pull
Cost-push
Imported inflation
Core inflation (excluding food & fuel)

Critical Analysis
Why Inflation Increased

Uneven monsoon affecting food supply.
Higher international crude oil prices.
Supply-chain disruptions due to geopolitical
conflicts.
Increase in transportation and logistics costs.

Implications
Reduces purchasing power, especially of poor
households.
May delay RBI's monetary easing.
Raises input costs for industries.
Increases fiscal pressure through subsidies and
welfare spending.

Way Forward
Strengthen agricultural supply chains and
storage.
Promote climate-resilient agriculture and
irrigation.
Reduce dependence on imported crude
through renewable energy and ethanol
blending.
Improve logistics efficiency under PM Gati
Shakti.
Continue data-driven monetary policy under
the FIT framework.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Ladakh Administration has created 17 new
tehsils, increasing the total from 15 to 32, to
strengthen grassroots governance and improve
service delivery.
Following the creation of five new districts
(Sham, Nubra, Changthang, Zanskar and Drass)
in 2026, Ladakh now has 7 districts.
The administration has announced that the
Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council
(LAHDC) Act will be extended to all seven
districts through suitable legal provisions.
Discussions are also underway regarding
constitutional safeguards for Ladakh, including
a possible Article 371-based sui generis model.

Key Points
UT Status: Ladakh became a Union Territory
without a legislature on 31 October 2019 under
the Jammu & Kashmir Reorganisation Act,
2019.

Present Administrative Structure:Districts:
7
Tehsils: 32
Objective of new tehsils:Better
administrative accessibility.
Improved implementation of government
schemes.
Faster delivery of public services in remote
areas.
Administrative strengthening:New divisions
under PHE, Flood Control, PWD, and
PMGSY.
Appointment of Tehsildars in newly created
tehsils.

Issue under discussion: Constitutional
safeguards for land, employment, culture and
identity.

Static Linkages
Article 239 – Administration of Union
Territories by the President through the
Lieutenant Governor.
Jammu & Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019 –
Creation of the Union Territories of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh.

LAHDCLeh LAHDC: 1995
Kargil LAHDC: 2003
Statutory bodies for decentralized
governance.

Tehsil is the basic revenue and administrative
unit headed by a Tehsildar.
Article 371 provides State-specific special
provisions; Ladakh is presently not covered
under Article 371.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Improves last-mile governance in remote
Himalayan regions.
Strengthens administrative decentralisation.
Facilitates effective implementation of welfare
schemes.
Enhances infrastructure and disaster response.

Challenges
Allegations of regional imbalance in allocation
of new tehsils.
Demand for stronger constitutional
safeguards.
Difficult terrain and sparse population increase
administrative costs.
Need to balance development with protection
of tribal identity and ecology.

Way Forward
Ensure objective and transparent criteria for
administrative reorganisation.
Strengthen financial and functional autonomy
of LAHDCs.
Finalise constitutional safeguards through
stakeholder consultation.
Improve digital governance and connectivity in
remote areas.
Promote inclusive and balanced regional
development.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls undertaken by the Election Commission of
India (ECI) has generated debate over voter
inclusion and electoral integrity.
Opposition parties raised concerns regarding
possible disenfranchisement due to stringent
documentation and verification requirements.
The issue highlights the balance between free
and fair elections and inclusive electoral
participation, making it important for UPSC
Polity.

Key Points
Special Intensive Revision (SIR):Conducted
by the Election Commission under the
Registration of Electors Rules, 1960.
Aims to ensure electoral rolls remain
accurate by removing ineligible entries and
including eligible voters.

Concerns raised include:
Extensive documentary requirements.
Short timelines for verification.
Risk of exclusion of migrants, women,
elderly persons, and economically weaker
sections.

The debate centres on balancing:
Purity of electoral rolls, and
Protection of the constitutional right to
participate in elections.

Judicial scrutiny focused largely on the powers
of the ECI rather than broader questions
relating to voter exclusion and proportionality.
Electoral roll preparation is a continuous
process before elections under the
Representation of the People Act framework.

Static Linkages
Universal Adult Franchise under Article 326.
Superintendence, direction and control of
elections vested in the Election Commission of
India (Article 324).
Equality before law (Article 14).
Freedom of speech and political participation
(Article 19(1)(a)—judicial interpretation).
Representation of the People Act, 1950
(preparation of electoral rolls).
Representation of the People Act, 1951
(conduct of elections).
Registration of Electors Rules, 1960.
Basic Structure Doctrine—Free and Fair
Elections.
Judicial Review as part of the Basic Structure.
Rule of Law and Natural Justice.

Critical Analysis
Importance of SIR

Improves accuracy of electoral rolls.
Removes duplicate, deceased and ineligible
voters.
Enhances credibility of elections.

Concerns
Documentation burden may exclude genuine
voters.
Migrants, elderly, women and marginalized
groups are more vulnerable.
Short verification timelines.
Increased litigation over voter eligibility.
Need to balance electoral purity with universal
franchise.

Constitutional Issues
Protection of voting rights.
Procedural fairness.
Reasonableness and proportionality of
administrative actions.
Institutional accountability of the ECI.

Way Forward
Simplify voter verification procedures.
Accept multiple forms of documentary
evidence.
Strengthen BLO outreach and voter awareness.
Ensure transparent deletion and restoration
procedures.
Provide adequate time for claims and
objections.
Improve digital and offline grievance redressal.
Periodic parliamentary review of electoral
reforms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

India aims to achieve 100 GW of nuclear power
capacity by 2047 to strengthen energy security
and support its Net Zero target by 2070.
The debate centres on whether India should
prioritise indigenous nuclear technology or
import foreign reactors.
India's success in developing indigenous
Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors (PHWRs)
and the commissioning of the 500 MW
Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor (PFBR) has
renewed focus on self-reliance in the nuclear
sector.

Key Points
Pokhran-I (1974) led to international nuclear
sanctions on India.
The India–US Civil Nuclear Agreement (2008)
and the NSG Waiver (2008) enabled
international civilian nuclear cooperation and
uranium imports.
India continues to face restrictions on the
transfer of enrichment and reprocessing (ENR)
technologies.
India has developed indigenous 220 MW, 540
MW and 700 MW PHWRs.
The 500 MW Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor
(PFBR) at Kalpakkam marks a major milestone
in India's Three-Stage Nuclear Programme.
Indigenous reactors are significantly cheaper
than imported reactors, strengthening India's
export potential.
India is also exploring Small Modular Reactors
(SMRs) for future energy needs, including
industrial applications and data centres.
Expansion of nuclear energy requires balancing
rapid capacity addition with stringent nuclear
safety standards.

Static Linkages
Three-Stage Nuclear Power Programme (Homi J.
Bhabha):Stage I – PHWRs using natural uranium.
Stage II – Fast Breeder Reactors using plutonium.
Stage III – Thorium-based reactors using
Uranium-233.

India possesses one of the largest thorium reserves
in the world.
Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) is responsible
for nuclear energy development.
Atomic Energy Act, 1962 provides the legal
framework for peaceful uses of atomic energy.
Atomic Energy Regulatory Board (AERB) regulates
nuclear and radiation safety.
India obtained a special NSG waiver in 2008 but is
not a member of the NSG.
Nuclear energy is an important component of India's
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and
long-term clean energy strategy.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Enhances energy security by reducing dependence
on fossil fuels.
Supports India's Net Zero 2070 commitment.
Indigenous technology lowers capital costs and
promotes Atmanirbhar Bharat.
Strengthens strategic and technological autonomy.
Opens opportunities for export of affordable
nuclear reactors.

Challenges
High initial capital investment and long gestation
period.
Dependence on imported uranium fuel.
Restrictions on transfer of sensitive nuclear
technologies.
Safe disposal of radioactive waste.
Need for robust regulatory oversight with private
sector participation.
Public concerns regarding nuclear safety after
global nuclear accidents.

Way Forward
Prioritise deployment of indigenous PHWR
technology.
Accelerate commercialisation of Fast Breeder and
thorium-based reactors.
Develop indigenous Small Modular Reactors (SMRs).
Strengthen the independence and capacity of
nuclear safety regulation.
Expand uranium exploration and secure overseas
fuel supplies.
Promote public-private participation with strict
safety standards.
Increase investment in nuclear R&D, manufacturing
and skilled manpower.
Position India as a global supplier of cost-effective
nuclear reactors.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

A speedboat carrying Indian tourists capsized
near Phú Quố c Island, Vietnam, resulting in the
death of 15 Indian tourists.
The accident occurred due to rough weather,
sudden sharp manoeuvre, and simultaneous
shifting of passengers, leading to loss of
stability.
The incident highlighted concerns over
maritime passenger safety, tourist safety
standards, and disaster preparedness.

Key Points
Phú Quố c is Vietnam's largest island, located in
the Gulf of Thailand.
Southeast Asia (Vietnam, Thailand, Singapore,
Malaysia) is a major destination for Indian
outbound tourism.
Major safety lapses reported:

Non-enforcement of mandatory life jacket
usage.
Improper passenger seating/load
distribution.
Delayed rescue and evacuation.

The Vietnamese government has initiated a
review of tourist boat safety regulations.

Static Linkages
International Maritime Organization
(IMO):UN specialized agency (1948;
operational since 1959).
Headquarters: London, United Kingdom.
Promotes safe, secure and environmentally
sound shipping.
SOLAS Convention (1974):International
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea.
Principal international treaty on merchant
ship safety.
International Convention on Maritime
Search and Rescue (SAR), 1979Establishes
international framework for maritime
search and rescue.
Indian Coast GuardEstablished under the
Coast Guard Act, 1978.
Nodal agency for maritime search and
rescue in Indian waters.

Stability of vessels depends upon:
Centre of gravity
Buoyancy
Proper load distribution

Critical Analysis
Challenges

Poor enforcement of maritime safety norms.
Inadequate safety awareness among tourists.
Weak emergency preparedness.
Delay in rescue operations.
Commercial prioritization over passenger
safety.

Significance
Reinforces the importance of disaster risk
reduction in tourism.
Highlights need for international safety
compliance.
Emphasizes citizen awareness while travelling
abroad.

Way Forward
Mandatory wearing of life jackets before
departure.
Strict enforcement of vessel safety standards.
Regular inspection and certification of tourist
boats.
Safety briefing before every voyage.
Improved Search and Rescue (SAR)
infrastructure.
Greater awareness among Indian outbound
tourists.
Enhanced cooperation between Indian
missions and host countries during
emergencies.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The World Inequality Report (2026) and the UN
Report – Counting What Counts (2026)
primarily assess gender inequality through
labour market indicators such as employment
and wages.
The reports have been criticised for not
adequately accounting for gender inequality in
wealth and asset ownership, which is a key
determinant of long-term economic
empowerment.

Key Points
Gender inequality is measured mainly through:

Female Labour Force Participation Rate
(FLFPR)
Gender wage gap
Employment status

Limited focus on:
Land ownership
Property rights
Financial assets
Business ownership
Inheritance
PLFS 2023–2486% of women workers are in
the informal sector.
91% of rural women workers are informally
employed.
73% of rural women workers are self-
employed or unpaid family workers.

Surveys such as NFHS, IHDS and ICRISAT
indicate women own land in only 12–16% of
rural land-owning households.
FAO studies show that improving women's
access to productive assets can significantly
increase agricultural productivity.
Asset ownership improves:

Household resilience
Women's bargaining power

Child nutrition, education and health
outcomes
Access to institutional credit

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before Law.
Article 15(1) & 15(3) – Prohibition of
discrimination and special provisions for
women.
Article 16 – Equality of opportunity.
Article 39(a), (d) – Equal livelihood and equal
pay.
Article 300A – Right to Property (Legal Right).
Hindu Succession (Amendment) Act, 2005 –
Equal coparcenary rights for daughters.
SDG 5 – Gender Equality.
SDG Target 5.a – Equal rights to ownership and
control over land and economic resources.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Wealth ownership is a stronger indicator of
long-term economic security than wages alone.
Asset ownership enhances women's decision-
making power and financial inclusion.
Equal ownership of productive assets improves
agricultural productivity and rural livelihoods.

Concerns
Labour-market indicators alone underestimate
gender inequality.
Poor implementation of inheritance and
property laws.
Limited gender-disaggregated data on wealth.
High dependence of women on informal
employment.

Way Forward
Collect gender-disaggregated wealth and asset
data in national surveys.
Ensure effective implementation of inheritance
and property rights.
Promote joint land titles and women's land
ownership.
Improve women's access to institutional credit
through asset ownership.
Integrate wealth indicators into gender
equality assessments.
Strengthen legal awareness on women's
property rights.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's recent visit to
Southeast Asia has reaffirmed India's
commitment to the Act East Policy.
The policy, launched in 2014, has become a key
pillar of India's Indo-Pacific strategy, focusing
on ASEAN, maritime security, connectivity and
strategic partnerships.

Key Points
What is Act East Policy?

Announced at the 12th ASEAN-India Summit
(2014).
Upgraded version of the Look East Policy
(1991).
Objective: Enhance economic, strategic,
connectivity, security and cultural engagement
with ASEAN and the wider Indo-Pacific.

Major Objectives
Strengthen India's engagement with ASEAN.
Promote a Free, Open, Inclusive and Rules-
Based Indo-Pacific (FOIP).
Improve connectivity between Northeast India
and Southeast Asia.
Enhance maritime cooperation and regional
security.
Diversify supply chains and strengthen
economic partnerships.

Important Initiatives
SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the
Region).
Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI).

MAHASAGAR.
Quad cooperation with Australia, Japan and
the United States.
India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway.
Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project.

Importance for India
Counters China's growing strategic influence in
the Indo-Pacific.
Enhances maritime security in the Indian
Ocean Region.
Supports development of Northeast India as
India's gateway to Southeast Asia.
Promotes resilient supply chains and economic
integration.
Strengthens India's role as a net security
provider in the Indian Ocean Region.

Challenges
Delay in connectivity projects.
Political instability in Myanmar and
neighbouring countries.
Infrastructure deficit in Northeast India.
China's expanding strategic and economic
presence.
Uncertainty in policies of extra-regional
powers.

Static Linkages
Look East Policy launched in 1991 under P.V.
Narasimha Rao.
ASEAN established in 1967; India became:

Sectoral Dialogue Partner – 1992
Full Dialogue Partner – 1996
Summit-Level Partner – 2002
Strategic Partner – 2012
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership –
2022

ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific (AOIP)
complements India's vision of an inclusive
Indo-Pacific.
Andaman & Nicobar Islands are strategically
located near the Strait of Malacca, a critical
Sea Line of Communication (SLOC).
Northeast India is the land bridge connecting
India with Southeast Asia.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens India's Indo-Pacific strategy.
Reinforces ASEAN centrality.
Enhances maritime security cooperation.
Promotes economic diversification and
resilient supply chains.
Expands India's strategic influence in East Asia.
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Challenges
Slow implementation of connectivity projects.
Geopolitical competition with China.
Political instability in neighbouring countries.
Limited infrastructure in Northeast India.
Balancing strategic partnerships while
maintaining strategic autonomy.

Way Forward
Fast-track connectivity projects with ASEAN.
Improve infrastructure in Northeast India
under PM Gati Shakti.
Deepen defence and maritime cooperation
with ASEAN and Quad countries.
Enhance trade through supply-chain resilience
initiatives.
Strengthen capacity-building and disaster
relief cooperation in the Indo-Pacific.
Maintain ASEAN centrality while preserving
India's strategic autonomy.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Supreme Court (2023) upheld the
abrogation of Article 370 and the
constitutional validity of the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019.
During the proceedings, the Union Government
assured the Court that statehood would be
restored to Jammu & Kashmir after Assembly
elections at an appropriate time.
Following the peaceful 2024 Assembly
elections and high voter turnout, demands for
early restoration of statehood have intensified.

Key Points 
Current Status: Jammu & Kashmir is a Union
Territory with Legislature.
Ladakh is a Union Territory without Legislature.
Statehood restoration requires Parliamentary
legislation under Article 3.
The Lieutenant Governor (LG) exercises
significant powers over:

Public Order
Police
All India Services (as provided under the
Reorganisation Act).

The Supreme Court did not prescribe a fixed
timeline for restoration of statehood but
recorded the Union's commitment.
India consistently maintains that Jammu &
Kashmir is an integral part of India, rejecting
any third-party mediation or
internationalisation.

Static Linkages
Article 1 – India as a Union of States.
Article 3 – Formation of new States and
alteration of boundaries.
Articles 239 & 239AA – Administration of Union
Territories.
Article 370 (prior to its abrogation).
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019.
Difference between:

State
Union Territory
Union Territory with Legislature.

Cooperative Federalism.
Union–State Relations.
Legislative powers of Parliament over Union
Territories.

Critical Analysis
Arguments for Early Statehood

Strengthens representative democracy.
Reinforces cooperative federalism.
Enhances accountability of the elected
government.
Fulfils the assurance recorded by the Supreme
Court.
Promotes political stability and public
confidence.

Challenges
Security considerations in a border-sensitive
region.
Balance between national security and
democratic autonomy.
Coordination between the LG and the elected
government.
Ensuring long-term peace and effective
governance.

Way Forward
Restore statehood through the constitutional
process at an appropriate time.
Strengthen democratic institutions and local
governance.
Ensure effective Centre–UT coordination while
safeguarding national security.
Continue development, investment, and
confidence-building measures.
Address governance issues within the
framework of the Constitution.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls by the Election Commission of India (ECI)
has sparked debate over the extensive
documentary requirements for voter
verification.
Former UIDAI founding Director Ram Sewak
Sharma argued that India should leverage its
Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI), particularly
Aadhaar, to simplify verification while ensuring
that no eligible voter is excluded.

Key Points
What is Special Intensive Revision (SIR)?

A comprehensive revision of electoral rolls
undertaken by the ECI.
Objectives:

Remove duplicate, deceased and shifted
voters.
Include all eligible new voters.
Improve accuracy and integrity of electoral
rolls.

Issues Raised
Heavy reliance on documentary proof of:

Date of birth
Residence
Citizenship

Risk of exclusion of:
Migrant workers
Poor and vulnerable sections
Citizens lacking legacy documents.

Debate over limited use of Aadhaar despite
India's advanced Digital Public Infrastructure.

Election Commission's Constitutional Role
Conduct free and fair elections.
Maintain accurate electoral rolls.
Ensure universal adult franchise.

Static Linkages
Article 324 – Superintendence, direction and
control of elections vested in the Election
Commission of India.
Article 326 – Elections to Lok Sabha and State
Legislative Assemblies based on Universal
Adult Suffrage.
Representation of the People Act, 1950 –
Preparation and revision of electoral rolls.
Representation of the People Act, 1951 –
Conduct of elections.
Right to vote is a statutory right, whereas free
and fair elections form part of the Basic
Structure of the Constitution.
Aadhaar is proof of identity, not proof of
citizenship.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Improves credibility of electoral rolls.
Removes duplicate and bogus entries.
Strengthens electoral integrity.
Ensures accurate voter database.

Concerns
Possibility of wrongful disenfranchisement.
Excessive documentation burden.
May disproportionately affect vulnerable
groups.
Limited utilisation of Digital Public
Infrastructure.
Need to balance electoral integrity with
inclusiveness.

Way Forward
Ensure no eligible voter is excluded during
revision.
Adopt technology-enabled verification using
legally permissible government databases.
Strengthen grievance redressal and appeals
mechanism.
Enhance transparency in the revision process.
Increase voter awareness and facilitation.
Balance electoral integrity, privacy and
inclusiveness.
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