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Citizenship rulings must be ‘fair, lawful’: SC

Court sets aside 27 judgments by Gauhati HC on
‘foreigners’, asks tribunals to adjudicate afresh

Declarations on citizenship are not sustainable if
‘procedure employed is mechanical’, says court

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELII

A state action which is
arbltrary cannot claim the

lier findirgs or thase of the
Hu:h Court. It said the

A state action which ks arbitrary cannot
. st in-

finding, the judge noted,
may result in detention,

‘The HC had dismissed appeals against tribunals
since the appellants failed to appear for hearings

which such determination
is made must still sa(lsf)

protection af low merely

becanse i fs clothed in stai. claim the protection of law merely

mNe an inds dent as-

from famély and

because it is cothed instatutory fomm =
A proceeding which may resubt

i a person being dedaned a

foreigner canmnot be sustained

i the procedure adopted is

mechanical omesided. or N

devold of application of mind
SUPREME COURT JUDGMENT M
The remand was intend-
e salely 1o ensure that the
serious civil consequences
of b 1 aforeign-
1 flow only from an adju-
dication that is legally sus-
tainable and  consistent
with the principles of fair-
niess, the top court said.
Accordingly, the Bench
set ashde both the High
Court judgments and the

e Supreme Court
Tnn Monday  held
that the determina-

tion of citizenship and fo-
reigner status must be un-
dertaken through a “fair,
Lowiul, and reasoned” pro-
cess, as it set aside a basch
of 27 Gauhati High Court
judgments declaring the
appellants to be foreigners,

and remanded the cases o

utory form. A proceeding
which may result in a per-
son being declared a fo-
refgner cannot be  sus-
tained if the procedure
adopeed is mechanical,
one-sided, o devoid of ap-
plication of mind” the
Judgment, suthored by Jus-
tice Nath, said.

sessment of the evidence  ty,
and the rival claims in ac-
cordance with law and
shoubd, as far as possible,
e completed within sic
months.

The court further direct:
ed that no coercive steps
e taken agalnst the appel-
lants until the Foreigners
Tribunals render fresh  gation”
opinions.

T!|$ top court also di-

reigners after noting that
none of them had ap-
peared before the tribu:
nals despite having been
served notices. It had ob-
served that, in the absence
of any written statement,
documents, or evidemce
from the appellants, the
tribunals had “ne optien”
but 10 affirm  the

r\-ﬁ TENOES.

the Forefgners’ Tribunals  *Falr opportunity
concerned  for  fresh  The Tribunal must exa:
sdjudication. mine whether the person

A Bench of Justices Vik-  had a “fair opportunity,
ram Nath and Sandeep  whether the main grounds
Mehta observed that while  were disclosed, whether
the state has a legitimate
interest in ensuring that
persons who are begally in- reference, and whether the
eligitde for an Indian citk  conclusion follows  from
zenship do not obtain such  the material on record,” it
a stams through “false  added

before the tribunals
‘within four weeks,

the evidence before It was.
capable of supporting the

‘Bl legal consequence”
Justice Nath also acknow.
ledged that questions of -
tkeenship and forelgner sta-
tus oocapy a field of "high
heowever,

even

“statelessness”,

Thee apex court further
underlined that while Sec-
tion 9 of the 946 Act un-
doubtedly places the bur-
den upon the proceedee

HI

pire-

I- mems, memmsajd

The principal conten
tion before the apex court
was whether a person
could be declared a fo-
reigner through ex parte
procesdings solely on ac-
count of non-appearance,

prove that be or she
foretgner, it does not ab
sobve a Tribunal of its “obli-

Lawiul

ment records were availa-
ble in support of the claim

w0 Indi

adjudication so & o Bot
proceed with a “mechani-
cal” declaration.

The Bench also poimted
out that the guarantees of
equality before the law un-
der Article 14 and the right
to lifie and personal liberty
under Article 21 of the Con-
sthuthon extend to forefgn-
ers s w\l] and are not

cittens.

The dispute arose from
anorder dated May %, 1597,
by the Mlegal Migrants (De-
termination)  Tribunal,
which declared Sabitri Dey
and her husband, Sambhu
Dy, o be Hlegal migrants
after they failed to appear
dispite summans. The pe-
ttloners comended that
they had no knowbedge of
the dings and that

ding opinions of
the Forelgners Tribunals
concerned, directing the
tribunals 10 decide the
matters afresh without be-

ndl legal sig-
nificance”, panlcularlyhc
cause a dechiration that a

person is & foreigner car-

claims®, the “grave conse- Thee High Court had dis-
quence” of being declired  missed the appeals agains
a foreigner must follow 3 the orders of the Foreign:
procedure that adheres to CI‘S Tribunals declaring

clallﬁcd that the remand
should not be construed as
an afirmation of the appel-

lants" claim 1o Indian ries far more than ordinary

A person

proceeded
againgt befare a Foreigners
Tribunal may ultimarely
fail 1o establish ndian cit-

the tribunal’s conclusion
rested primarily on the in-
quiry olficer’s hearsay tes-
timaony rther than refiable

to be fo-

aenship,

ing inflenced by their ear civil uch a

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

* The Supreme Court set aside 27 Gauhati High
Court judgments that had upheld Foreigners'
Tribunal orders declaring certain persons as
foreigners.

* The cases have been remanded to the
respective Foreigners' Tribunals for fresh
adjudication.

e The Court held that determination of
citizenship/foreigner status must be fair,
lawful, reasoned, and consistent with
constitutional guarantees.

e |talso directed that no coercive action be
taken against the appellants until fresh orders
are passed.

Key Points

e Section 9, Foreigners Act, 1946: Burden of
proving that a person is not a foreigner lies on
the proceedee.

e Despite the burden of proof, the Tribunal
cannot mechanically declare a person as a
foreigner merely due to non-appearance.

e Tribunals must:

o Provide areasonable opportunity of
hearing.

o Examine documentary and oral evidence
independently.

o Pass areasoned (speaking) order.

e The Supreme Court reiterated that Articles 14
and 21 are available to all persons, including
foreigners.

e Declaration as a foreigner may result in:

o Detention

o Deportation

o Statelessness

o Loss of civil rights and family separation

e The remand does not validate the claim of
Indian citizenship; it only ensures a
constitutionally valid adjudicatory process.

process by

Static Linkages

e Articles 5-11 - Constitutional
provisions relating to citizenship.

e Article 11 - Parliament's power to
regulate citizenship.

e Citizenship Act, 1955.

e Foreigners Act, 1946.

e Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964.

e Article 14 - Equality before law
(available to all persons).

e Article 21 - Protection of life and
personal liberty (available to all
persons).

e Article 19 - Available only to citizens.

* Principles of Natural Justice:

o Audi Alteram Partem (Right to be
heard).

o Reasoned/Speaking Orders.

o Fair and unbiased adjudication.

* Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India (1978):
Procedure established by law must be
just, fair and reasonable.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Reinforces Rule of Law in citizenship
determination.
e Upholds procedural fairness in quasi-
judicial proceedings.
e Prevents arbitrary exercise of State

power.
* Protects constitutional rights of all
persons.
Challenges

e Burden of proof under Section 9 is
difficult for persons lacking legacy

documents.

e Large pendency before Foreigners'
Tribunals.

* |nconsistent standards in appreciation
of evidence.

e Risk of prolonged uncertainty
regarding legal status.

Way Forward

e Standardize procedures followed by
Foreigners' Tribunals.

* Ensure effective legal aid for
vulnerable persons.

e Digitize and preserve legacy records.

e Strengthen capacity and training of
Tribunal members.

e Ensure timely disposal while adhering
to principles of natural justice.



SC stays Madras HC order banning cow slaughter

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday stayed a May 27 or-
der of the Madras High
Court that directed the Ta-
mil Nadu government 1o
enforce a State-wide prohi:
bition on the shughter of
cowsand calves.

A Bench comprising Jus-
tices Vikram Nath and San-
deep Mehta was hearing a
apecial leave petition fled
Ty the Tamilaga Vettri Kaz-
hagam (TVKMed govern
ment challenging the High
Courts order on  the
ground that the direction
‘Wwas contrary to the provi-
sons of the Tamil Nadu
Animal Preservation Act,
1958, which permits the
slaughter of cows over 10
wears of age if a competent
authority declares them
unfic  for  work and
breeding

Tlle Ma:e- also pointed

Slaughter rules

The Madras HC had observed in

of animats could take place ordy in lcensed

TH.'s COMTENTION IN SC=

Liwe
'\Icl—\]llr INCONLSTent
= Several esisting laves
regulate slaughter without
iy blasiet bas

= Negessary steps alrvady
taken to prevent the slaughter
of ssirmals.in public places

out that laws such as the
Prevention of Cruelty 1w
Animals Act, 1960; the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals  (Slaughter  House)
Futles, 2000; the Tamil Na-
du Urban Local Bodies Act,
1998; and the Tamil Nadu
Urban Local Bodies Rulles,
2003, do not impose a
blanket prohibition on
slaughter, but instead regu-
Lates the manner and con-

its May 27 order hau sughter

itions under which it may
be carried out,

“Need for correction”

Observing that the im-
pugned untrrmqum‘dxm
ma fircie "correction”, the
Bench issued notice on the
appeal fled by Tamil Nadu
and stayed the operation
of the High Court’s order
insofar as it directed the
State o impose a complete

bam

cial ing™ and was

The i d order
was passed by a Division
Bench of Justices GR.
Swaminathan  and V.
Lakshminarayanan, which
had directed the Chief Se-
cretary and the Director-

¢ General of Polioe/Head of

Palice Force 1o ensure that
no cow oF call was daught-
ened anywhere in the Sate
either on the eve of Bakrid
on May 28, 2006, or on any
subsequent day.

The petition, Aled by the
Secretary to the State go-
vernment, arralgned as
respondents K. Surya,
youth wing secretary of the
Ind Makkal Katchi, who
had moved the original
writ petition before the
High Court, along with the
Director-General of Police
and other State officials.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment apprised the top
court that the High Court’s
order amounted 1o “judi-

It
pointed our that while the
High Court had correctly
observed that slaughter
could take place only in de-
signated  slaughterhouses
or plces notified under
the law, it had simultane:
ously directed a complete
prohibition on the slaght-
er of cows and calves,

The State further sub-
mitted it had already taken
the necessary steps 1o pre-
went the slaughter of ani-
mals in public places and
had consistently  main-
tained that any animal sa-
crifice would be permitied
only in enclosed spaces
away from public view.

The High Court had ob-
served that slaughter of
animals could take place
only in lcensed skaughter-
Thouses or places specifical-
Iy designated by the com-
petent authorities under
the law.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

* The Supreme Court stayed the Madras High
Court's order directing the Tamil Nadu
government to impose a State-wide ban on the
slaughter of cows and calves.

* The State argued that the direction was
contrary to the Tamil Nadu Animal
Preservation Act, 1958, which permits
slaughter of certain cattle under specified
conditions.

* The case highlights issues relating to Directive
Principles of State Policy (DPSPs), legislative
competence, judicial review, and animal
preservation laws.

Key Points
e Supreme Court Bench: Justices Vikram Nath
and Sandeep Mehta.
e Stayed the High Court's direction imposing a
blanket prohibition.

o Tamil Nadu Animal Preservation Act,
1958Allows slaughter of cows above 10
years of age if certified permanently unfit
for breeding or agricultural work.

e State argued that:

o Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960
regulates humane treatment of animals.

o Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Slaughter
House) Rules, 2001 prescribe standards for
licensed slaughterhouses.

e The State termed the High Court's direction as
judicial lawmaking, since existing law regulates
rather than completely prohibits slaughter.

Static Linkages
e Article 48 - State shall organize agriculture and
animal husbandry on modern and scientific
lines and prohibit slaughter of cows, calves and
other milch and draught cattle.
e Article 48A - Protection and improvement of
environment.

e Article 51A(g) - Fundamental Duty to show
compassion for living creatures.

* Article 37 - DPSPs are non-justiciable but
fundamental in governance.

o Article 246 & Seventh ScheduleState List
(Entry 15): Preservation, protection and
improvement of stock; prevention of animal
diseases.

o Concurrent List (Entry 17): Prevention of
cruelty to animals.

e Judicial Review - Courts interpret laws but
ordinarily do not legislate.

Critical Analysis
Constitutional Dimension
* Article 48 encourages cattle preservation but
leaves implementation to legislation.
* Raises the issue of judicial interpretation
versus judicial legislation.
Governance Issues
e Uniform enforcement of slaughterhouse
regulations remains a challenge.
¢ Need to balance animal welfare, farmers'
livelihoods, and public order.
Federal Aspect
e Livestock preservation primarily falls within
the legislative domain of States.
e Different States have different cow slaughter
laws based on local conditions.

Way Forward

e Strengthen enforcement of existing animal
preservation laws.

* Modernize and regulate licensed
slaughterhouses.

e Ensure humane treatment of animals in
accordance with the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act.

* Respect legislative competence while
maintaining judicial restraint.

* Promote scientific livestock management and
cattle conservation.



Retail inflation climbs

past RBI target to 4.4%

Food inflation touched 5.05% in June, the highest in the new serbes
of the CP1, REuTERs.

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

India’s retail inflation has
crossed the Reserve Bank
of India’s 4% target for the
first time since January
2025, touching 4.4% in
June, an 18-month-high. It
stood at 3.93% in May.

Inflation, as measured
by the new series of the
Consumer Price Index
(CPI), was driven by rising
food and fuel prices amid
the crisis in West Asia as
well as a weaker-than-nor-
mal monsoon.

Food inflation touched
5.05% in June, the highest
in the new series of the
CPL
The transport segment
saw inflation rising to 4.3%
in June, compared with
1.7% in May, following rise
in fuel prices.

“The June CPI inflation
of 4.4%, exceeding the
REI's medium-term target
of 4%, reflects persistent
pressures from global geo-
political uncertainties and
supply chain disruptions,”
said Vivek Rathi, national
director of research at
Knight Frank India.

“On the domestic front,
food inflation has re-
mained a key driver, due 1o
weather-related  disrup-
tions to agricultural out-
put, and uneven monsoon
distribution across certain
regions,” Vivek Rathi, na-
tional director of research

Inflation was driven
by rising food and
fuel prices amid the
West Asia war and a
weak monsoon

at Knight Frank India said.

Looking ahead, Aditi
Nayar, chief economist at
ICRA, said retail food pric-
es have continued to har-
den in July too when com-
pared to June as well as July
2025, suggesting that the
inflation in this segment is
likely to be even higher in
July 2026,

“In addition to food
items, the non-food com-
ponent may also exert
pressure on the headline
CPI print in the month,
partly owing to the pass-
through of higher fuel pric-
es into prices of other
iterns,” shie added.

The other area that wit-
nessed high inflation was
the “personal care, social
protection and miscellane-
ous goods & services™ cate-
gory, which saw inflation of
16.7% in June 2026, alth-
ough this was the lowest
since Janmuary 2026, the
earliest period for which
the new series has data.

Inflation in this segment
was propelled by the rising
prices of gold and silver in
June, which was exacerbat-
ed by the higher import
duties imposed on the two
metals.

Static Linkages

Consumer Price Index (CPI) is compiled by the
National Statistical Office (NSO), MoSPI.

RBI follows the Flexible Inflation Targeting (FIT)
framework (since 2016).

Inflation Target: 4% + 2% (range: 2%—-6%).

Legal Basis: RBI Act, 1934 (amended through
the Finance Act, 2016).

o Monetary Policy Committee (MPC):6
members (3 RBI + 3 Central Government
nominees).

Repo Rate is the primary policy instrument.
Types of Inflation:Demand-pull

Cost-push

Imported inflation

Core inflation (excluding food & fuel)

O O O O o

Critical Analysis
Why Inflation Increased

Uneven monsoon affecting food supply.
Higher international crude oil prices.
Supply-chain disruptions due to geopolitical
conflicts.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

CPI-based retail inflation rose to 4.4% in June
2026, crossing the RBI's medium-term target of
4% for the first time since January 2025.
Inflation increased from 3.93% (May 2026).
Rise was mainly driven by:

o Food inflation (5.05%) due to uneven
monsoon and weather-related supply
disruptions.

o Higher fuel prices amid geopolitical
tensions in West Asia.

o Rising transportation and logistics costs.

Key Points

Headline CPI Inflation: 4.4%

Food Inflation: 5.05% (highest under the new
CPlI series).

Transport Inflation: Rose to 4.3% from 1.7% in
May.

Higher crude oil prices increased imported
inflation and production costs.

Rising prices of gold and silver pushed up
inflation in miscellaneous goods and services.
Food and fuel remain the major drivers of
India's retail inflation.

* Increase in transportation and logistics costs.
Implications

e Reduces purchasing power, especially of poor
households.

e May delay RBI's monetary easing.

e Raises input costs for industries.

¢ Increases fiscal pressure through subsidies and
welfare spending.

Way Forward

e Strengthen agricultural supply chains and
storage.

¢ Promote climate-resilient agriculture and
irrigation.

e Reduce dependence on imported crude
through renewable energy and ethanol
blending.

e Improve logistics efficiency under PM Gati
Shakti.

e Continue data-driven monetary policy under
the FIT framework.



KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

All Ladakh districts to get
autonomous hill councils

Laclakh administration announces creation of 17 new ehsils; Chicf Secretary Ashish Kundra says
several rounds of talks were hedd with reglonal representatives over constitutional safeguards

ARTNAGAR

he Ladakh adminis-
MR s oo o

anpounced 17 new

tehsils  *to  strengthen
[Erassroots governance” in
the Union Territory and
wid the Ladakh Autono-
mous Hill Development
Council (LAHDC) Act will
be extended 10 all seven
destricts of the region.

~The administration is
waorking on an instinaticnal
framework suited to Lar
dakh's unique require
ments and Is also taking
steps toextend the benefits
of the Ladakh Autencmous
Hill Development Councl
LAHDE) Act 1o all sevem
mewly  creal istricts
through. appropriste legal
pronisions,” sald Ladakh
Kunsdra,

Earer, Ladakh had

Garerancs Bosst With the creaton of new tehsls, the Lnaon
Temitory has.a botsl of 12 tebails rewe UL HETD

development  across e
glons, inchding Zanskas,
Drass, Mubra, Changthang
and  Sham” said Mr
Kundra.

Hie sald the administra
tion has issaed posting or-
ders for sehaildars in 7

ty creaied  tehsils.
“Four new divisions under
the Public Healih Engi-
neering (PHE) and Flood
Controd Depariment, slong
with frve new divisions un

I
two districts of Leh and
Kargil. However, five new
districts of Sham, Nubra,
Chargthang, Zarskar and
Drass were notified in
Apeil. With 17 additional
tehsils, Ladakh has a weal
of 32 vehsils mow. “These
Indtiatives woulld bring go-
vernment services closer
ta the people, reduce tra-
el for citizens Hving in re
mate vilkiges and sreng:
then Enfrasucoure and

Context

e The Ladakh Administration has created 17 new

der the Public Works De-
partment  (PWD)  and
FMGSY (Pradhan Maniri
CGram Sadak Yojana), have
been created to screngthen
service delivery in remote
areas,” he added.

Fie madd sigmifacara pro-
Rress has been made in go-
vermnment recruitment, de-
centralised  governance,
and ongoing discussions
on  constitutonal  safe
paards for Ladakh,

Om the e of comstity:
tional safeguards, Mr. Kun-
dra said several rounds of
discussions have been held
with representatives of reli-
Fous arganisations and ci-
will society bodies. ~The mi
muses of the meetings held
on May 22 and July 3 have
been shared in the public
domaln i ensure transpa-
rency. There is broad con-
FENEE on protecting La-
dakh's land, culture and
dentiny while promoting
inchasive  development,”

Glaring imbalance: KDA
Ins Judy, the draft shared by
a team from the Undon
Home Ministry in Leh sug-
gested that the Oentre was
considering a custormised
sl peneris medel, st
suitable for Ladakh, under
the provisions of Artide
37 for the Union Terrisary.

The Kargilbased civil
society ofganisation, the
Kargll Democratic Alliance
(KDAY, sxid the tehsl B
gures “reveal a glaring im-
balagce®. “While the erst-
while Leh district has been
allotted 12 new tehsils, the
erstwhile Kargll districy
has received oaly five”
sl KDW Beader Sajjd Kar-
gl He said this disparity

tiom and a greater number
of villages than the other
five newly created districts
combined. Yet its adminks.
trative meeds appear to
have been  overlooked,
Even more striking s the
fact that Dwass has mot

- substandlal  population,

large number of villages,
and genulne adeniedstra-
thve  requirements”  he
Sl

He said there were in:
stances where a new tebsil
was created for a single vil:
Lage. =1t has raised serious
questions about the crice-
ria adopied for this exer:
wise. This also shows the
ahsence of a sense of jus-
tice from the adminkstra.
tion and also shows dis-
criminatory &
torwards the people of Kar-
£l and Drass,” he added

tehsils, increasing the total from 15 to 32, to
strengthen grassroots governance and improve
service delivery.

Following the creation of five new districts
(Sham, Nubra, Changthang, Zanskar and Drass)
in 2026, Ladakh now has 7 districts.

The administration has announced that the
Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council
(LAHDC) Act will be extended to all seven
districts through suitable legal provisions.
Discussions are also underway regarding
constitutional safeguards for Ladakh, including
a possible Article 371-based sui generis model.

Key Points
e UT Status: Ladakh became a Union Territory

without a legislature on 31 October 2019 under
the Jammu & Kashmir Reorganisation Act,
2019.

o Present Administrative Structure:Districts:
7

o Tehsils: 32

o Objective of new tehsils:Better
administrative accessibility.

o Improved implementation of government
schemes.

o Faster delivery of public services in remote
areas.

o Administrative strengthening:New divisions
under PHE, Flood Control, PWD, and
PMGSY.

o Appointment of Tehsildars in newly created
tehsils.

Issue under discussion: Constitutional
safeguards for land, employment, culture and
identity.

Static Linkages

Article 239 — Administration of Union
Territories by the President through the
Lieutenant Governor.
Jammu & Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019 -
Creation of the Union Territories of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh.

o LAHDCLeh LAHDC: 1995

o Kargil LAHDC: 2003

o Statutory bodies for decentralized

governance.

Tehsil is the basic revenue and administrative
unit headed by a Tehsildar.
Article 371 provides State-specific special
provisions; Ladakh is presently not covered
under Article 371.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Improves last-mile governance in remote
Himalayan regions.

Strengthens administrative decentralisation.
Facilitates effective implementation of welfare
schemes.

Enhances infrastructure and disaster response.

Challenges

Allegations of regional imbalance in allocation
of new tehsils.

Demand for stronger constitutional
safeguards.

Difficult terrain and sparse population increase
administrative costs.

Need to balance development with protection
of tribal identity and ecology.

Way Forward

Ensure objective and transparent criteria for
administrative reorganisation.

Strengthen financial and functional autonomy
of LAHDCs.

Finalise constitutional safeguards through
stakeholder consultation.

Improve digital governance and connectivity in
remote areas.

Promote inclusive and balanced regional
development.



Holding the Court accountable amid democratic strain

ke Jusee this year, 23 Opposition pasties.
vt o thve Chiel Justice of Bndia (031
Siarya Kant raising concerns about the state
o the ehectoral I Incia’s
demacracy. The better neiterated the broad
conoern that the Special umm m (EIF)

£

K

an et I
consting of documentation, inquiry inso lineage,
appeals and 2 scholar Rudraksh Lakra calls it -
“digital sErucrural autherisasianism’,

Robe of the Court
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ﬂulw&n!lmnuabnayﬂunnf
desgperazion and.
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The erosion of the right to vote
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Coust Jearsed 1wands the former Faher thar the
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propartionality and legitimacy. all other fses
were misidesaifiod. This i why these & o
effectoe deliberation on the legality of the

hen s
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) mwmmum.mnmum
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important for her o vobe, she sid, "My work i o
sweep up all the grain that fall from the sacks
welghisg scales on the floos. Atthe end ol
what | codbected and §am

wach graim of wheat, O the floor they kook
3, fust e bsolated graim of whet, but
cach grain that i adkded 1o the heap detersine.
wha | earn. My vobe is like those grains of
vheeat”

Fot iy citizen of B demsecracy, exerciiing the
I‘UIDDlﬂuJI framchise is vital. But for those who
been mangina

.....u.,mdnmluymuunlwhulmu
e privileged, This the long qaeises al
polling bosths, wit hunﬂax.ram.wm
disparitics, nams out 1o be a beaiful image of a
Tarction g democracy.

"What the 51K exencise Initiated by the Ebection
Commission of India (ECT} has done ks o poke at
the heart of this electoral enfranchisement. The

palitical identity, The sight o vobe s a sgnificant
fscet of political expression mw by the
Constrution. This right

Context

Linwryee a8 the

ol ella

The higher
judictary’s
handling of the
Special

Invensive
Revision (SIR}
of ehectoral
rolls rakses:
questions about
Jusdictal scrutiny
anl Imddia’s
lel-mn:
e

KEY HTGHLIGHTS®

spocial status of Jamnsa and Kaoduni, by the tine
the legality of the SIR was decided, i had become
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e The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls undertaken by the Election Commission of
India (ECI) has generated debate over voter
inclusion and electoral integrity.

e Opposition parties raised concerns regarding
possible disenfranchisement due to stringent
documentation and verification requirements.

* Theissue highlights the balance between free
and fair elections and inclusive electoral
participation, making it important for UPSC

Polity.

Key Points

o Special Intensive Revision (SIR):Conducted
by the Election Commission under the
Registration of Electors Rules, 1960.

o Aims to ensure electoral rolls remain
accurate by removing ineligible entries and
including eligible voters.

¢ Concerns raised include:

o Extensive documentary requirements.

o Short timelines for verification.

o Risk of exclusion of migrants, women,
elderly persons, and economically weaker
sections.

e The debate centres on balancing:

o Purity of electoral rolls, and
o Protection of the constitutional right to
participate in elections.
e Judicial scrutiny focused largely on the powers
of the ECI rather than broader questions
relating to voter exclusion and proportionality.
e Electoral roll preparation is a continuous
process before elections under the
Representation of the People Act framework.

Static Linkages

Universal Adult Franchise under Article 326.
Superintendence, direction and control of
elections vested in the Election Commission of
India (Article 324).

Equality before law (Article 14).

Freedom of speech and political participation
(Article 19(1)(a)—judicial interpretation).
Representation of the People Act, 1950
(preparation of electoral rolls).
Representation of the People Act, 1951
(conduct of elections).

Registration of Electors Rules, 1960.

Basic Structure Doctrine—Free and Fair
Elections.

Judicial Review as part of the Basic Structure.
Rule of Law and Natural Justice.

Critical Analysis
Importance of SIR

Improves accuracy of electoral rolls.
Removes duplicate, deceased and ineligible
voters.

Enhances credibility of elections.

Concerns

Documentation burden may exclude genuine
voters.

Migrants, elderly, women and marginalized
groups are more vulnerable.

Short verification timelines.

Increased litigation over voter eligibility.

Need to balance electoral purity with universal
franchise.

Constitutional Issues

Protection of voting rights.

Procedural fairness.

Reasonableness and proportionality of
administrative actions.

Institutional accountability of the ECI.

Way Forward

Simplify voter verification procedures.

Accept multiple forms of documentary
evidence.

Strengthen BLO outreach and voter awareness.
Ensure transparent deletion and restoration
procedures.

Provide adequate time for claims and
objections.

Improve digital and offline grievance redressal.
Periodic parliamentary review of electoral
reforms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

India aims to achieve 100 GW of nuclear power
capacity by 2047 to strengthen energy security
and support its Net Zero target by 2070.

The debate centres on whether India should
prioritise indigenous nuclear technology or
import foreign reactors.

India's success in developing indigenous
Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors (PHWRS)
and the commissioning of the 500 MW
Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor (PFBR) has
renewed focus on self-reliance in the nuclear
sector.

Key Points

Pokhran-1 (1974) led to international nuclear
sanctions on India.

The India-US Civil Nuclear Agreement (2008)
and the NSG Waiver (2008) enabled
international civilian nuclear cooperation and
uranium imports.

India continues to face restrictions on the
transfer of enrichment and reprocessing (ENR)
technologies.

India has developed indigenous 220 MW, 540
MW and 700 MW PHWRs.

The 500 MW Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor
(PFBR) at Kalpakkam marks a major milestone
in India's Three-Stage Nuclear Programme.
Indigenous reactors are significantly cheaper
than imported reactors, strengthening India's
export potential.

India is also exploring Small Modular Reactors
(SMRs) for future energy needs, including
industrial applications and data centres.
Expansion of nuclear energy requires balancing
rapid capacity addition with stringent nuclear
safety standards.
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Static Linkages

o Three-Stage Nuclear Power Programme (Homi J.
Bhabha):Stage | - PHWRs using natural uranium.
Stage Il - Fast Breeder Reactors using plutonium.
Stage Il - Thorium-based reactors using
Uranium-233.

India possesses one of the largest thorium reserves
in the world.

Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) is responsible
for nuclear energy development.

Atomic Energy Act, 1962 provides the legal
framework for peaceful uses of atomic energy.
Atomic Energy Regulatory Board (AERB) regulates
nuclear and radiation safety.

India obtained a special NSG waiver in 2008 but is
not a member of the NSG.

Nuclear energy is an important component of India's
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and
long-term clean energy strategy.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Enhances energy security by reducing dependence
on fossil fuels.

Supports India's Net Zero 2070 commitment.
Indigenous technology lowers capital costs and
promotes Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Strengthens strategic and technological autonomy.
Opens opportunities for export of affordable
nuclear reactors.

Challenges

High initial capital investment and long gestation
period.

Dependence on imported uranium fuel.
Restrictions on transfer of sensitive nuclear
technologies.

Safe disposal of radioactive waste.

Need for robust regulatory oversight with private
sector participation.

Public concerns regarding nuclear safety after
global nuclear accidents.

Way Forward

Prioritise deployment of indigenous PHWR
technology.

Accelerate commercialisation of Fast Breeder and
thorium-based reactors.

Develop indigenous Small Modular Reactors (SMRs).
Strengthen the independence and capacity of
nuclear safety regulation.

Expand uranium exploration and secure overseas
fuel supplies.

Promote public-private participation with strict
safety standards.

Increase investment in nuclear R&D, manufacturing
and skilled manpower.

Position India as a global supplier of cost-effective
nuclear reactors.



Unsafe practices

Safety protocols should not be given
short shrift in tourism and adventure

urvivor accounts of the Vietnam boat tra-

gedy last week point to two clearly identi-

fable contributors. As the weather turned
rough and the speedboat took a sharp turn, it tilt-
ed o the left. The passengers — all Indian tourists
= sitting on the right fell to the left side. Almast all
the passenger weight shifted at once, the boat
lost balance and turned wirtde. As it capsized, the
boat captain and guide escaped through the
open front door. Others who found an opening
also jumped out. Those who could not leave were
trapped inside the capsized boat and took in wa-
ter, Rescuers pulled them ashore where first aid
and resuscitation were attempted before they
were moved to hospital. All this took precious
time and casualties mounted as a result. Some 1S
Indians are reported to have died while 17 sur-
vived. Four Vietnamese crew also survived. The
Indians on the speedboat at Phi Qudc were
among more than 100 employees that a mobile
mmpmyhadtakmto Vietnam on a corporate in-
centive tour.

Industry data indicate that some three crore
Indians visit foreign countries every year, with a
significant proportion of them coming from non-
metro cities. Many of the survivors at Phii Quic
were from such cities. South-East Asia has
emerged as the preferred destination, with Thai-
land and Vietnam joining the traditional attrac-
tions of Singapore and Malaysia. Many of these
new tourist spots are developing rapidly but, like
India, have not fully strengthened safety-of-life
practices. For instance, just as in India, pleasure
hoats operators may carry enough life jackets or
distribute them bat often do not insist that every

enger wears one. Life j keep people
afloat with their heads above water if they end up
in the sea. In Phii Qudc, passengers wene report-
edly given life jackets, but it is not yet confirmed
whether they were all made to wear them before
departure. Another basic safety feature should
be ensuring that passengers remain securely
strapped to their seats so that they do not shift
during rough weather or sharp manoeuvres.
Even small shifts in passenger weight can signifi-
cantly affect the stability of a speedboat. This
norm was violated in Phi Quéc, Vietnam in par-
ticular has witnessed a surge in tourism, with In-
dians forming a substantial share of visitors.
Speedboat rides between the islets of the Pha Qu-
e archipelago and the main island are especially
popular among Indian tourists. The Viemamese
government has promised to review safety stan-
dards on such boats and upgrade them where ne-
cessary. But Indians, aided by governments and
operators, must strengthen their awareness of sa-
fety practices, especially those related o fire and
water safety.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

* Aspeedboat carrying Indian tourists capsized
near Phu Quéc Island, Vietnam, resulting in the

death of 15 Indian tourists.

* The accident occurred due to rough weather,
sudden sharp manoeuvre, and simultaneous

shifting of passengers, leading to loss of
stability.

* Theincident highlighted concerns over
maritime passenger safety, tourist safety
standards, and disaster preparedness.

Key Points

e Phu Qudcis Vietnam's largest island, located in

the Gulf of Thailand.

e Southeast Asia (Vietnam, Thailand, Singapore,

Malaysia) is a major destination for Indian
outbound tourism.
e Major safety lapses reported:

o Non-enforcement of mandatory life jacket

usage.
o Improper passenger seating/load
distribution.
o Delayed rescue and evacuation.
* The Viethamese government has initiated a
review of tourist boat safety regulations.

Static Linkages

o International Maritime Organization
(IMO):UN specialized agency (1948;
operational since 1959).

o Headquarters: London, United Kingdom.

o Promotes safe, secure and environmentally
sound shipping.

o SOLAS Convention (1974):International
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea.

o Principal international treaty on merchant
ship safety.

o International Convention on Maritime
Search and Rescue (SAR), 1979Establishes
international framework for maritime
search and rescue.

o Indian Coast GuardEstablished under the
Coast Guard Act, 1978.

o Nodal agency for maritime search and
rescue in Indian waters.

Stability of vessels depends upon:

o Centre of gravity

o Buoyancy

o Proper load distribution

Critical Analysis
Challenges

Poor enforcement of maritime safety norms.
Inadequate safety awareness among tourists.
Weak emergency preparedness.

Delay in rescue operations.

Commercial prioritization over passenger
safety.

Significance

Reinforces the importance of disaster risk
reduction in tourism.

Highlights need for international safety
compliance.

Emphasizes citizen awareness while travelling
abroad.

Way Forward

Mandatory wearing of life jackets before
departure.

Strict enforcement of vessel safety standards.
Regular inspection and certification of tourist
boats.

Safety briefing before every voyage.
Improved Search and Rescue (SAR)
infrastructure.

Greater awareness among Indian outbound
tourists.

Enhanced cooperation between Indian
missions and host countries during
emergencies.



Why policy needs to focus on
gender wealth mequahty
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context
e The World Inequality Report (2026) and the UN
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Report - Counting What Counts (2026)
primarily assess gender inequality through
labour market indicators such as employment
and wages.

The reports have been criticised for not
adequately accounting for gender inequality in
wealth and asset ownership, which is a key
determinant of long-term economic
empowerment.

Key Points
e Gender inequality is measured mainly through:

o Female Labour Force Participation Rate
(FLFPR)
o Gender wage gap
o Employment status
Limited focus on:
o Land ownership
Property rights
Financial assets
Business ownership
Inheritance
PLFS 2023-2486% of women workers are in
the informal sector.
o 91% of rural women workers are informally
employed.
o 73% of rural women workers are self-
employed or unpaid family workers.

O O O O o

e Surveys such as NFHS, IHDS and ICRISAT

indicate women own land in only 12-16% of
rural land-owning households.

FAO studies show that improving women's
access to productive assets can significantly
increase agricultural productivity.

e Asset ownership improves:

o Household resilience
o Women's bargaining power

o Child nutrition, education and health
outcomes
o Access to institutional credit

Static Linkages

e Article 14 - Equality before Law.

e Article 15(1) & 15(3) - Prohibition of
discrimination and special provisions for
women.

e Article 16 — Equality of opportunity.

e Article 39(a), (d) - Equal livelihood and equal
pay.

¢ Article 300A - Right to Property (Legal Right).

e Hindu Succession (Amendment) Act, 2005 -
Equal coparcenary rights for daughters.

e SDG 5 - Gender Equality.

e SDG Target 5.a - Equal rights to ownership and
control over land and economic resources.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Wealth ownership is a stronger indicator of
long-term economic security than wages alone.
e Asset ownership enhances women's decision-
making power and financial inclusion.
e Equal ownership of productive assets improves
agricultural productivity and rural livelihoods.
Concerns
e Labour-market indicators alone underestimate
gender inequality.
e Poor implementation of inheritance and
property laws.
e Limited gender-disaggregated data on wealth.
e High dependence of women on informal
employment.

Way Forward

¢ Collect gender-disaggregated wealth and asset
data in national surveys.

e Ensure effective implementation of inheritance
and property rights.

e Promote joint land titles and women's land
ownership.

e Improve women's access to institutional credit
through asset ownership.

¢ Integrate wealth indicators into gender
equality assessments.

e Strengthen legal awareness on women's
property rights.
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assertiveness
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi's recent visit to
Southeast Asia has reaffirmed India's
commitment to the Act East Policy.

e The policy, launched in 2014, has become a key
pillar of India's Indo-Pacific strategy, focusing
on ASEAN, maritime security, connectivity and
strategic partnerships.

Key Points
What is Act East Policy?

* Announced at the 12th ASEAN-India Summit
(2014).

e Upgraded version of the Look East Policy
(1991).

* Objective: Enhance economic, strategic,
connectivity, security and cultural engagement
with ASEAN and the wider Indo-Pacific.

Major Objectives

e Strengthen India's engagement with ASEAN.

* Promote a Free, Open, Inclusive and Rules-
Based Indo-Pacific (FOIP).

* Improve connectivity between Northeast India
and Southeast Asia.

* Enhance maritime cooperation and regional
security.

* Diversify supply chains and strengthen
economic partnerships.

Important Initiatives

e SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the
Region).

¢ Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI).

MAHASAGAR.

Quad cooperation with Australia, Japan and
the United States.

India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway.
Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project.

Importance for India

Counters China's growing strategic influence in
the Indo-Pacific.

Enhances maritime security in the Indian
Ocean Region.

Supports development of Northeast India as
India's gateway to Southeast Asia.

Promotes resilient supply chains and economic
integration.

Strengthens India's role as a net security
provider in the Indian Ocean Region.

Challenges

Delay in connectivity projects.

Political instability in Myanmar and
neighbouring countries.

Infrastructure deficit in Northeast India.
China's expanding strategic and economic
presence.

Uncertainty in policies of extra-regional
powers.

Static Linkages

Look East Policy launched in 1991 under P.V.
Narasimha Rao.

ASEAN established in 1967; India became:
Sectoral Dialogue Partner - 1992

Full Dialogue Partner - 1996
Summit-Level Partner - 2002

Strategic Partner - 2012

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership -
2022

ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific (AOIP)
complements India's vision of an inclusive
Indo-Pacific.

Andaman & Nicobar Islands are strategically
located near the Strait of Malacca, a critical
Sea Line of Communication (SLOC).
Northeast India is the land bridge connecting
India with Southeast Asia.
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Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens India's Indo-Pacific strategy.
Reinforces ASEAN centrality.

Enhances maritime security cooperation.
Promotes economic diversification and
resilient supply chains.

Expands India's strategic influence in East Asia.



Challenges

Slow implementation of connectivity projects.
Geopolitical competition with China.

Political instability in neighbouring countries.
Limited infrastructure in Northeast India.
Balancing strategic partnerships while
maintaining strategic autonomy.

Way Forward

Fast-track connectivity projects with ASEAN.
Improve infrastructure in Northeast India
under PM Gati Shakti.

Deepen defence and maritime cooperation
with ASEAN and Quad countries.

Enhance trade through supply-chain resilience
initiatives.

Strengthen capacity-building and disaster
relief cooperation in the Indo-Pacific.
Maintain ASEAN centrality while preserving
India's strategic autonomy.




Omar isspot on, doesn’t
need Trump clickbait

N 2023, initsruling thatupheld the abrogation of Article 370

in Kashmir, the Supreme Coust sald, "the Solicitor General

of India assured thisCourtof the Union's commitment miade:

on the floor of the House that the Statehood of Jamimm and
Eashmirwould be restored in the near future upon elections
beingheld”, The BIPhasoften touwtedibe dropinthe bocal drivers
of Insurgency and growth Intoursm asevidence of the retum of
normalcy in “Maya Kashmir®. The high voter turmout inthe peace-
ful 2024 elections 1o the Union Territory's Assembly signalled
trust in the democratie framework, broke a bong political stand-
srill, Inthis context, J&E Chilef Minlster Ommar Abdullal's frustra-
tHonoverthe delayin the Centredelivering on its promise of state-
hood isentirely justified and appropriate.

However, Abdullah, who can be sharp and yet complex,
could have framed it better. On Saturday, addressing a gather-
ing of National Conference (MC) workers in Srinagar, he said:
“Let B.JPtell us whetherwe havetogo to (US President Donald)
Trump for statehood... and hold adharna outside the White
House.” Perhaps, it was a facetious remark, political clickbair,
But “internationalisation” (read the US) is among the most
knotty threads in the fraught history of Jammu and Kashmir,
From the Truman White House pushing the formation of the
United Commission for India and Pakistan (UNCIP) in 1948, 1o
USofficers assisting armed forces in Pok during the Cold War,
to the barely tacit backing of separatism by US State Depart-
ment officials such as Robin Raphel in the early 1990s, for the
betrer part of acentury the US and UK have sought te play adu-
biows role in the region. Intermationalisation of Kashmir has
been — and remaing —Pakistan's aim over the years.

Abdullah’s invocation of Trump runs counter to the grain
of his venere as CM so far, which has located Kashmir, with its
distinctive history, squarely withinthe negotiatbons ina federal
polity. While underscoring the curtailed powersof the elected
government, he chose not 1o take a confrontational stance to-
wardsthe Lisutenant Governor's office. Inthe aftermath of the
horrific attack in Pahalgam by Pakistan-backed terrorists, he
delivered one of the most stirring speeches of his career in the
Assembly, framing the Kashmir tragedy as one of the entire
country, even as he backed the Unlon government's moves,
political and diplomatic. Over the last two years, Abdullah has
‘been at the forefront of crafting a new political language in
Kashmir. This is his greatest strength as he rightly reiterates
the demand for statchood. That's why there isa need to guard
against loose statements that distract attention from it

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

The Supreme Court (2023) upheld the
abrogation of Article 370 and the
constitutional validity of the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019.

During the proceedings, the Union Government
assured the Court that statehood would be
restored to Jammu & Kashmir after Assembly
elections at an appropriate time.

Following the peaceful 2024 Assembly
elections and high voter turnout, demands for
early restoration of statehood have intensified.

Key Points

Current Status: Jammu & Kashmir is a Union
Territory with Legislature.
Ladakh is a Union Territory without Legislature.
Statehood restoration requires Parliamentary
legislation under Article 3.
The Lieutenant Governor (LG) exercises
significant powers over:

o Public Order

o Police

o All India Services (as provided under the

Reorganisation Act).

The Supreme Court did not prescribe a fixed
timeline for restoration of statehood but
recorded the Union's commitment.
India consistently maintains that Jammu &
Kashmir is an integral part of India, rejecting
any third-party mediation or
internationalisation.

Static Linkages

Article 1 - India as a Union of States.
Article 3 - Formation of new States and
alteration of boundaries.
Articles 239 & 239AA - Administration of Union
Territories.
Article 370 (prior to its abrogation).
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019.
Difference between:

o State

o Union Territory

o Union Territory with Legislature.
Cooperative Federalism.
Union-State Relations.
Legislative powers of Parliament over Union
Territories.

Critical Analysis
Arguments for Early Statehood

Strengthens representative democracy.
Reinforces cooperative federalism.

Enhances accountability of the elected
government.

Fulfils the assurance recorded by the Supreme
Court.

Promotes political stability and public
confidence.

Challenges

Security considerations in a border-sensitive
region.

Balance between national security and
democratic autonomy.

Coordination between the LG and the elected
government.

Ensuring long-term peace and effective
governance.

Way Forward

Restore statehood through the constitutional
process at an appropriate time.

Strengthen democratic institutions and local
governance.

Ensure effective Centre-UT coordination while
safeguarding national security.

Continue development, investment, and
confidence-building measures.

Address governance issues within the
framework of the Constitution.



On SIR, listen to digital
governance pioneer

HE GOVERNMENT and the Election Commission of
India (ECT) need tocarefully read criticisms of the latest
round ofthe Special Intensive Revision (SIR) by one of
the country's digital govemance ploneers. Inan article
inthis newspaper, Ram Sewak Sharma —who, asthe founderdi-
rector of the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAL,
played a central role in building the infrastrictune that goverm-
ments now rely on for welfare delivery — amplified concerns
voiced sincethe commencement of the SIR. The ECI has invited
criticism for not balancing the legitimate imperativeof updating
thee vioter list — removing duplicate or deceased voters while en-
suring that newly eligiblecitizens are enrolled —with the equally
compelling obligation toavoid wrongful exclusion. Reports have
pointed out that the burden of eligibility lies primarily, and un-
falrly, on the citizen. People are belng asked to furnish proof of
birth, residence and citizenship, when, as Sharma points out, the
state itself has rarely been diligent enough to keep such records,
In Aadhaar, India has a technologically sophisticated frame-
work for Identity verification. However, as Sharma argues, by not
regarding thedocument as credible ad dress proof forthe SIR, the
state is fadling to make meaningful use of adatabase — whichalso
carries biometric details and proofolage — that it hasereated. The
philosophy behind India's Digital Public Infrastructure has been
to ask less, not more, of citizens, The SIR seems to be moving in
the opposite dinection —as Sharmawrites, by “using adocument-
heavy method tosolve a problem the country hasalready solved”
Aprocedure that carmiesthe possibility of disenfranchisement
demands the closest constitutional scrutiny. The government
and the ECI, therefore, can ill afford to ignore the words of one
whowas part of the system not very long ago: “A republic that
takes its duties seriously does not make its people prove again
and again they belong.” The Supreme Court — which pushed the
ECItobe inclusive when the SIR process began but appeared less
vigilant when the exercisewas held in West Bengal — should urge
the poll body to take note of Sharma's warning: “Indiahasa DPI
the world now studies. It would be perverse todeclare that none
ofitcan be trusted.”

Election Commission's Constitutional Role
e Conduct free and fair elections.
e Maintain accurate electoral rolls.
e Ensure universal adult franchise.

Static Linkages

e Article 324 - Superintendence, direction and

control of elections vested in the Election
Commission of India.

e Article 326 - Elections to Lok Sabha and State

Legislative Assemblies based on Universal
Adult Suffrage.
* Representation of the People Act, 1950 -
Preparation and revision of electoral rolls.
* Representation of the People Act, 1951 -
Conduct of elections.

* Right to vote is a statutory right, whereas free

and fair elections form part of the Basic

KEY HIGHLIGHTS: Structure of the Constitution.
Context e Aadhaar is proof of identity, not proof of
e The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral citizenship.

rolls by the Election Commission of India (ECI)
has sparked debate over the extensive
documentary requirements for voter
verification.

Former UIDAI founding Director Ram Sewak
Sharma argued that India should leverage its
Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI), particularly

Aadhaar, to simplify verification while ensuring Concerns
that no eligible voter is excluded. e Possibility of wrongful disenfranchisement.
* Excessive documentation burden.
Key Points e May disproportionately affect vulnerable
What is Special Intensive Revision (SIR)? groups.
e A comprehensive revision of electoral rolls e Limited utilisation of Digital Public
undertaken by the ECI. Infrastructure.
* Objectives: * Need to balance electoral integrity with
o Remove duplicate, deceased and shifted inclusiveness.
voters.
o Include all eligible new voters. Way Forward
o Improve accuracy and integrity of electoral e Ensure no eligible voter is excluded during
rolls. revision.
Issues Raised e Adopt technology-enabled verification using
e Heavy reliance on documentary proof of: legally permissible government databases.
o Date of birth e Strengthen grievance redressal and appeals
o Residence mechanism.
o Citizenship e Enhance transparency in the revision process.

Risk of exclusion of:
o Migrant workers
o Poor and vulnerable sections
o Citizens lacking legacy documents.

e Debate over limited use of Aadhaar despite

India's advanced Digital Public Infrastructure.

Critical Analysis

Advantages
e Improves credibility of electoral rolls.
* Removes duplicate and bogus entries.
e Strengthens electoral integrity.
* Ensures accurate voter database.

* |ncrease voter awareness and facilitation.
e Balance electoral integrity, privacy and
inclusiveness.
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