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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

India and Australia adopted a Joint Declaration
on Defence & Security Cooperation to
strengthen strategic ties in the Indo-Pacific.
Signed by PM Narendra Modi and Australian
PM Anthony Albanese.
Agreements signed on:

Civil Nuclear Energy
Critical Minerals
Cyber & Critical Technologies

Builds on the Joint Declaration on Security
Cooperation (2009) and Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership (2020).

Key Highlights
Defence & Security

Enhanced military interoperability and defence
information sharing.
Expansion of bilateral & multilateral military
exercises.
Cooperation in defence industry, technology,
innovation and resilient supply chains.
Regular consultations on Indo-Pacific security.
Greater personnel exchanges, training and
aircraft deployments.

Maritime Security
Implementation of the India–Australia Maritime
Security Collaboration Road Map.
Focus on Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA),
Sea Lanes of Communication (SLOCs) and a
rules-based Indo-Pacific.

Civil Nuclear Energy
Commercial supply of Australian uranium to
India.
Based on the India–Australia Civil Nuclear
Cooperation Agreement (2014).
Supports India's clean-energy transition.

Critical Minerals & Technology
Establishment of a Critical Minerals Corridor.

Cooperation in lithium, cobalt and rare earth
elements.
Launch of Australia–India Partnership on
Cyber, Critical Technologies & Supply Chains.

Energy & Regional Cooperation
Reliable supply of coal, natural gas and liquid
fuels.
Reaffirmed support for Quad, IORA, ASEAN-led
architecture and Pacific Islands Forum.

Static Linkages
Quad: India, Australia, Japan & USA.
SAGAR (2015): India's maritime vision.
Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI): Launched
in 2019.
Australia is a major producer of uranium,
lithium, cobalt and rare earths.
India is not a signatory to the NPT but is a
member of the IAEA.
Critical minerals are essential for EVs,
semiconductors, renewable energy and
defence manufacturing.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens India's Indo-Pacific strategy.
Diversifies defence partnerships.
Enhances maritime and energy security.
Secures critical minerals for clean-energy
transition.
Promotes Aatmanirbhar Bharat in defence.

Challenges
Strategic competition in the Indo-Pacific.
Dependence on imported critical minerals.
Technology-transfer and implementation
challenges.
Balancing strategic autonomy with deeper
security partnerships.

Way Forward
Fast-track defence industrial collaboration.
Operationalise the Critical Minerals Corridor.
Expand joint military exercises and
interoperability.
Strengthen Maritime Domain Awareness
(MDA).
Deepen cooperation under Quad and IORA.
Build resilient critical mineral and technology
supply chains.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Australia will repatriate three stolen Indian
antiquities during PM Narendra Modi's visit.
Artefacts:

Bronze Trident (Bhadrakali)
Granite Nandi Idol
Basalt Karthikeya (Shanmukha) sculpture

Belong to the 11th–12th Century CE (Chola
period) and originated from temples in Tamil
Nadu.
Returned from the National Gallery of Australia
under the Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty
(MLAT) after investigation by the Tamil Nadu
Idol Wing CID confirmed illegal trafficking.

Key Points
Origin: Temples in Tiruvarur and Thanjavur,
Tamil Nadu.
Period: Imperial Chola Dynasty (11th–12th
Century CE).
Reason for Return: Provenance review found
no proof of lawful export.

Significance:Strengthens India–Australia
cultural diplomacy.
Supports recovery of India's stolen cultural
heritage.

Static Linkages
Chola Bronzes: Made using the Lost-Wax (Cire
Perdue) technique.
Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972:
Regulates export, trade and registration of
antiquities.
UNESCO 1970 Convention: Prevents illicit
import, export and transfer of cultural
property.
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI): Nodal
agency for protection of antiquities.

MLAT: Facilitates international cooperation in
criminal investigations and recovery of stolen
property.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Demonstrates India's growing success in
recovering stolen heritage.
Enhances India's cultural soft power.
Strengthens India–Australia strategic
partnership.
Promotes ethical museum practices and
provenance verification.

Challenges
Thousands of Indian antiquities remain abroad.
Poor documentation of temple artefacts.
Lengthy legal and diplomatic procedures.
Limited coordination among enforcement
agencies globally.

Way Forward
Create a comprehensive National Digital
Register of Antiquities.
Strengthen implementation of the Antiquities
and Art Treasures Act, 1972.
Enhance coordination among ASI, Customs,
Idol Wing CID and Interpol.
Expand bilateral agreements for repatriation of
stolen antiquities.
Promote scientific documentation (GIS, 3D
scanning, digital archives) of heritage assets.
Improve provenance verification standards for
museums and auction houses.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Manipur is covered under Phase III of the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls by the Election Commission of India (ECI).
The exercise has gained attention due to
concerns over verification of displaced
persons amid the ongoing ethnic conflict in
Manipur.
The issue has wider relevance in the context of
electoral integrity, universal adult franchise,
internal displacement, and constitutional
safeguards.

Key Points
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR):Comprehensive verification of
electoral rolls to ensure inclusion of eligible
voters and deletion of ineligible entries.
Conducted under the Representation of the
People Act, 1950 and Registration of
Electors Rules.
Why Manipur is significant?Ethnic violence
since May 2023 has caused:

Over 260 deaths.
Around 60,000 internally displaced
persons (IDPs).

Many displaced persons reportedly lost:
Voter ID
Aadhaar
Residence certificates
Educational documents

Verification is challenging because many
displaced persons are living outside their
original constituencies.
Tribal communities in Manipur are governed
under Article 371C, but do not enjoy Sixth
Schedule status.

Static Linkages
Article 324 – Election Commission of India.
Article 326 – Universal Adult Suffrage.
Article 14 – Equality before Law.
Article 21 – Protection of Life and Personal
Liberty.
Article 371C – Special provisions for Manipur.
Representation of the People Act, 1950 –
Electoral rolls.
Representation of the People Act, 1951 –
Conduct of elections.
Electoral Roll is constituency-specific and
revised periodically by the ECI.
Free and Fair Elections form part of the Basic
Structure Doctrine.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Improves accuracy of electoral rolls.
Removes duplicate and ineligible entries.
Strengthens electoral integrity.

Challenges
Verification of internally displaced persons.
Loss of identity documents.
Risk of exclusion of genuine voters.
Administrative difficulties in conflict-affected
areas.
Need to ensure neutrality and transparency.

Way Forward
Special verification mechanism for internally
displaced persons.
Accept legally valid alternative identity
documents.
Strengthen grievance redressal.
Ensure transparency and due process.
Conduct voter awareness campaigns.
Balance electoral integrity with constitutional
rights.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

During Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to
Australia, both countries adopted the Joint
Declaration on Defence and Security
Cooperation.
Agreements were signed to strengthen
cooperation in defence, maritime security, civil
nuclear energy, cyber security, critical
technologies, critical minerals, and supply
chains.
The visit reflects the evolution of India–
Australia relations from strategic convergence
(shared interests) to strategic alignment
(institutionalised cooperation).

Key Points
Strategic & Defence

Adoption of Joint Declaration on Defence and
Security Cooperation.
MoU between Australia's Maritime Border
Command and the Indian Coast Guard.
Adoption of India–Australia Maritime Security
Collaboration Roadmap.
Enhanced cooperation in:

Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA)
Maritime law enforcement
Search & Rescue (SAR)
HADR
Information sharing

Technology & Critical Minerals
Launch of Australia–India Partnership on
Cyber, Critical Technologies and Supply Chains
(PACTS).
Cooperation in:

Critical minerals
Semiconductor ecosystem
Cyber security

Artificial Intelligence
Trusted supply chains

Energy Security
Operationalisation of Australian uranium
exports to India.
Facilitated by reforms in India's nuclear liability
framework.
Supports India's clean energy transition.

Economic Cooperation
Expansion of bilateral trade under the India–
Australia Economic Cooperation and Trade
Agreement (ECTA).
Focus on:

Supply chain resilience
Investment
Critical minerals
Manufacturing cooperation

Indian Ocean
Greater cooperation on:

Maritime security
Anti-piracy
Illegal fishing
Undersea cable protection
Maritime domain awareness

Builds upon India's Information Fusion Centre–
Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR).

Diaspora
Indian-origin Australians constitute Australia's
largest immigrant-born community.
Acts as a bridge for trade, investment,
education and innovation.

Static Linkages
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (2020)
between India and Australia.
Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement
(ECTA) came into force in 2022.
Quad: India, Australia, Japan and USA.
AUKUS: Australia, UK and USA.
SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the
Region).
Act East Policy and Indo-Pacific Oceans
Initiative (IPOI).
Information Fusion Centre–Indian Ocean
Region (IFC-IOR) for Maritime Domain
Awareness.
Australia is a major global supplier of lithium,
cobalt, uranium and rare earth minerals.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens India's Indo-Pacific strategy.
Diversifies defence and energy partnerships.
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Enhances maritime security in the Indian
Ocean.
Secures critical mineral supply chains.
Expands cooperation in emerging technologies.
Promotes resilient supply chains.

Challenges
Different strategic priorities (Indian Ocean vs
Western Pacific).
Limited utilisation of ECTA by MSMEs.
Regulatory barriers to investment.
Migration-related policy uncertainties.
Need for deeper people-to-people
engagement.

Way Forward
Conclude the Comprehensive Economic
Cooperation Agreement (CECA).
Expand maritime exercises and information
sharing.
Enhance cooperation in critical minerals and
semiconductor manufacturing.
Improve MSME awareness regarding ECTA.
Deepen collaboration in AI, cyber security and
clean energy.
Strengthen diaspora-led trade and innovation
partnerships.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

On 7 July 2026, a debris slide occurred at the
entrance of the under-construction 8.73-km
twin-tube tunnel at Kalladi (Meppadi),
Wayanad, following heavy rainfall, causing 6
fatalities.
Kerala Government suspended construction
pending investigation into:

Cause of the debris slide.
Compliance with Environmental Clearance
(EC) conditions prescribed by the Expert
Appraisal Committee (EAC), MoEFCC.

The project connects Anakkampoyil
(Kozhikode) with Meppadi (Wayanad) at an
estimated cost of ₹2,100 crore.
The incident has renewed concerns over
infrastructure development in the ecologically
fragile Western Ghats.

Key Points
Wayanad is highly susceptible to landslides
due to:

Steep slopes.
Intense monsoon rainfall.
Fragile geology.
Land-use changes.

Recent major disasters in the region:
Kerala Floods (2018)
Puthumala Landslide (2019)
Chooralmala-Mundakkai Landslides (2024)

The project received Environmental Clearance subject
to compliance with mitigation measures.
Supreme Court (April 2026) allowed continuation of the
project citing its national importance.
A geomorphological investigation has been ordered to
determine the exact cause of the debris slide.

Static Linkages
Western GhatsUNESCO World Heritage Site.
One of the world's eight biodiversity hotspots.
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Notification, 2006Prior Environmental Clearance
for notified development projects.
Expert Appraisal Committee (EAC)Technical body
under MoEFCC for appraisal of projects seeking EC.
Disaster Management Act, 2005Institutional
framework for disaster risk reduction and response.
National Landslide Risk Management Strategy
(2019)Hazard zonation.
Monitoring and early warning.
Regulation of development in landslide-prone
areas.
Sendai Framework (2015–2030)Emphasises disaster
risk reduction and resilient infrastructure.

Critical Analysis
Benefits

Improves connectivity between Kozhikode and
Wayanad.
Enhances access to emergency healthcare.
Supports tourism and regional economic development.

Concerns
Construction in a landslide-prone ecosystem.
Disturbance to fragile hill slopes.
Poor excavation debris management.
Increased disaster risk under extreme rainfall events.
Weak monitoring of Environmental Clearance
conditions.

Challenges
Balancing development with ecological conservation.
Integrating climate-risk assessment into infrastructure
planning.
Strengthening compliance and post-clearance
monitoring.

Way Forward
Strict enforcement of Environmental Clearance
conditions.
Scientific disposal of excavation debris.
Mandatory climate-risk and cumulative impact
assessments.
Real-time landslide monitoring and early warning
systems.
Periodic geotechnical and environmental audits.
Adoption of nature-based slope stabilization measures.
Integrate disaster-resilient standards into hill
infrastructure projects.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The U.S.–Iran Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) aimed to extend the ceasefire and
facilitate negotiations on Iran's nuclear
programme.
The ceasefire came under strain after U.S. air
strikes on Iran following attacks on oil tankers
in the Strait of Hormuz.
Iran retaliated by targeting U.S. military bases
in Kuwait and Bahrain, raising fears of renewed
conflict in West Asia.
The major unresolved issues include:

Iran's nuclear programme.
Access to Iran's frozen overseas assets.
Israel's military presence in southern
Lebanon.
Control and security of the Strait of
Hormuz.

Key Points
Strait of HormuzConnects the Persian Gulf
with the Gulf of Oman and Arabian Sea.
Bordered by Iran (north) and Oman & UAE
(south).
World's most important oil transit
chokepoint.

Around 20% of global oil consumption passes
through it (EIA).

The U.S. supports freedom of navigation, while Iran
seeks greater strategic control over the Strait.
Any disruption can:

Increase crude oil prices.
Disrupt global supply chains.
Affect energy-importing countries like India.

Continued instability may impact:
Global energy security.
Maritime trade.
Regional peace and security.

Static Linkages
UNCLOS, 1982Provides the legal framework for
transit passage through international straits.
Strategic Maritime ChokepointsStrait of Hormuz
Bab-el-Mandeb
Strait of Malacca
Suez Canal
India's InterestsWest Asia is India's major source
of crude oil and LNG.
Large Indian diaspora resides in the Gulf region.
India's maritime vision includes SAGAR (Security
and Growth for All in the Region).
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) help manage
supply disruptions.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Stability in the Strait is critical for global energy
markets.
Essential for uninterrupted international maritime
trade.
Direct implications for India's energy security and
inflation.

Challenges
Trust deficit between the U.S. and Iran.
Unresolved nuclear negotiations.
Militarisation of strategic sea lanes.
Threat to freedom of navigation.
Risk of wider regional conflict involving multiple
stakeholders.

Implications for India
Higher crude oil import bill.
Inflationary pressures.
Current Account Deficit (CAD) may widen.
Risks to Indian diaspora and shipping.
Need for diversified energy imports and secure sea
lanes.

Way Forward
Resume diplomatic negotiations on the nuclear
issue.
Ensure freedom of navigation under UNCLOS.
Prevent attacks on commercial shipping.
Strengthen regional maritime security cooperation.
India should diversify energy sources and enhance
Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Promote peaceful resolution through multilateral
diplomacy.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

India has recently concluded/advanced FTA
negotiations with the UK and the European
Union, while reviewing the India–Japan CEPA.
The debate highlights that, despite these
agreements, an India–US FTA could provide the
largest economic gains because the US is
India's largest export destination.

Key Points
India's average annual merchandise trade
surplus with the US (2020–25): ~US$42 billion.
Combined merchandise trade surplus with EU,
UK and Japan: ~US$12 billion.
India exports to the US:

Pharmaceuticals (India supplies about 40%
of US generic medicines by volume)
Electronics
Engineering goods
Gems & Jewellery
Chemicals

India–EU FTA aims to improve market access
by reducing tariffs, particularly on textiles and
garments.
India–UK CETA (2025) provides duty-free
access for nearly 99% of Indian exports (by
value).
India–Japan CEPA (2011) has not significantly
increased Indian exports due to Non-Tariff
Barriers (NTBs).
India's merchandise trade deficit with China
reached nearly US$99 billion (2024–25).
A future India–US FTA is expected to focus on:

Goods trade
Services (IT & professional mobility)
Digital trade
Supply chain resilience
Investment

Static Linkages
Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA)
Tariff and Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs)
Trade Surplus vs Trade Deficit
Comparative Advantage Theory
Balance of Payments (Current Account)
WTO Principles:

Most Favoured Nation (MFN)
National Treatment

General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS)
Global Value Chains (GVCs)

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Expands market access for Indian exports.
Boosts manufacturing and exports.
Strengthens India's position in Global Value
Chains.
Enhances investment and technology transfer.
Supports diversification away from China-
centric supply chains.
Increases opportunities for India's services
sector.

Challenges
Greater competition for domestic industries.
Pressure on agriculture and sensitive sectors.
US demands on Intellectual Property Rights
(IPR).
Persistence of Non-Tariff Barriers.
Trade deficit with China remains a major
concern.

Way Forward
Conclude a balanced India–US trade
agreement.
Prioritise market access for services and skilled
professionals.
Reduce Non-Tariff Barriers through regulatory
cooperation.
Improve export competitiveness through
logistics and manufacturing reforms.
Diversify export markets while strengthening
domestic industries.
Align FTAs with India's long-term strategic and
economic interests.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

China's LineShine became the world's fastest
supercomputer, achieving 2.198 ExaFLOPS on
the High Performance Linpack (HPL)
benchmark.
It surpassed the U.S.'s El Capitan (1.809
ExaFLOPS).
First Chinese system to top the TOP500
rankings since Sunway TaihuLight (2017).
First supercomputer to cross 2 ExaFLOPS using
only CPUs (without GPUs).
Demonstrates China's progress in
semiconductor self-reliance despite U.S.
export restrictions.

Key Points
LineShine Supercomputer

Located at National Supercomputing Centre,
Shenzhen.
Performance: 2.198 ExaFLOPS.
Uses 13.8 million cores.
Built entirely on China's indigenous
technology:

LX2 (304-core) Arm-based processors
LingQi interconnect
LingKun platform
Kylin OS

China's Semiconductor Strategy
U.S. semiconductor export controls imposed
since 2022 accelerated domestic innovation.
Chip self-sufficiency:

33% (2024)
Target: 80% by 2030

TrendForce: Domestic firms may supply 50% of China's AI
chips by 2026.
China's focus extends beyond chip fabrication to:

Semiconductor equipment
Materials
Design IP
AI chips

India's Semiconductor Mission (ISM)
Launched in 2021.
Outlay: ₹76,000 crore.
13 approved projects across 7 States.

Tata Semiconductor Fab, Dholera
(Gujarat):Investment: ₹91,000 crore
28 nm fabrication technology
Capacity: 50,000 wafer starts/month
Commercial production expected around 2028.

Static Linkages
Semiconductor value chain includes:

Chip Design
Electronic Design Automation (EDA)
IP Cores
Wafer Fabrication
Assembly, Testing & Packaging (ATMP/OSAT)

Fabless Model: Designs chips but outsources fabrication.
Foundry: Manufactures chips designed by fabless firms.
Moore's Law: Transistor density approximately doubles
every two years.
High Performance Computing (HPC) is a strategic
technology for economic growth and national security.
Semiconductor industry is a strategic and capital-
intensive sector with long gestation periods.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Demonstrates success of indigenous semiconductor
ecosystem.
Highlights importance of technology sovereignty.
Strengthens AI and defence capabilities.
Shows limitations of technology-denial strategies.

Challenges for India
Heavy dependence on imported semiconductor
equipment.
Weak domestic semiconductor manufacturing ecosystem.
Limited fabrication capability.
Shortage of skilled semiconductor workforce.
High capital and R&D requirements.

Way Forward
Strengthen India Semiconductor Mission (ISM 2.0).
Develop indigenous semiconductor equipment and
materials ecosystem.
Promote fabless chip design and semiconductor IP
creation.
Expand semiconductor R&D through academia-industry
collaboration.
Build skilled manpower through specialised
semiconductor programmes.
Increase investment in High Performance Computing
(HPC) infrastructure.
Diversify trusted semiconductor supply chains through
international partnerships.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Operation Hard Ball is a recent multi-agency
international law enforcement operation
targeting transnational organised crime
syndicates operating across Canada, the USA,
Europe and Australia.
India cooperated with international agencies
during the investigations.
The operation exposed the growing nexus
between organised crime, terrorism, drug
trafficking, money laundering and separatist
networks.
It has also helped improve India–Canada
security cooperation following diplomatic
tensions after the 2023 Hardeep Singh Nijjar
case.

Key Points
Organised crime networks are involved in:

Drug trafficking
Extortion
Money laundering
Arms smuggling
Human trafficking
Terror financing

Criminal groups increasingly target the Indian
diaspora, particularly businessmen and
students.
The operation highlights the need for:

Intelligence sharing
Joint investigations
International law enforcement cooperation
Financial tracking of criminal proceeds.

Strengthened India–Canada cooperation may
improve:

Counter-terrorism efforts
Intelligence exchange
Security cooperation
Protection of overseas Indians.

Static Linkages
United Nations Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime (UNTOC/Palermo Convention),
2000 – Global treaty against organised crime.
Financial Action Task Force (FATF) – Sets global
standards to combat money laundering and
terror financing.
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA),
2002
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), 1967
Financial Intelligence Unit–India (FIU-IND) –
Tracks suspicious financial transactions.
INTERPOL facilitates international police
cooperation through information sharing and Red
Notices.
Mutual Legal Assistance Treaties (MLATs) assist in
cross-border criminal investigations and
evidence sharing.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens global action against organised
crime.
Reinforces India's position on combating cross-
border terrorism.
Improves security of the Indian diaspora.
Encourages greater intelligence and law
enforcement cooperation.

Challenges
Encrypted communication and cryptocurrency
aid criminal networks.
Slow extradition and legal cooperation across
jurisdictions.
Organised crime-terror nexus complicates
investigations.
Cyber-enabled financial crimes are increasing.

Way Forward
Strengthen international intelligence-sharing
mechanisms.
Improve coordination through MLATs and
extradition treaties.
Enhance financial surveillance under FATF
standards.
Strengthen cybercrime and anti-money
laundering capabilities.
Increase protection and outreach for the Indian
diaspora.
Deepen cooperation with international law
enforcement agencies.
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