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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The U.S.–Iran Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) signed on 17 June has come under strain
following fresh military exchanges.
The U.S. conducted air strikes on Iranian
military targets, alleging Iranian attacks on
commercial shipping in the Strait of Hormuz.
Iran retaliated by targeting U.S. military assets
in the Persian Gulf and accused the U.S. of
violating the MoU.
India expressed concern over attacks on
commercial shipping and called for dialogue,
diplomacy and restraint.

Key Points
Strait of Hormuz is the world's most important
oil transit chokepoint.
It connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of
Oman and the Arabian Sea.
Around 20% of global petroleum liquids
consumption passes through the Strait daily.
(U.S. Energy Information Administration)
The MoU envisaged:

Safe passage of commercial vessels.
Talks on the future administration of the
Strait.
Limited sanctions relief for Iran.
Iranian commitment to peaceful nuclear
activities.

Fresh escalation has led to:
Increased geopolitical tensions in West
Asia.
Threats to global energy security.
Higher shipping and insurance costs.
Risk of disruption in crude oil supplies.

Static Linkages
UNCLOS, 1982Right of Transit Passage
through international straits used for
international navigation.
Coastal States cannot suspend transit
passage.

Major Maritime Chokepoints:
Strait of Hormuz
Bab-el-Mandeb
Strait of Malacca
Suez Canal
Panama Canal

International Maritime Organization (IMO)
promotes safe and secure shipping.
India imports over 85% of its crude oil
requirement. (Ministry of Petroleum & Natural
Gas)
Operation Sankalp (2019): Indian Navy mission
to ensure safe passage of Indian merchant
vessels in the Persian Gulf.
SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the
Region): India's maritime security vision.
India maintains Strategic Petroleum Reserves
(SPRs) to address supply disruptions.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Highlights strategic importance of maritime
chokepoints.
Demonstrates the linkage between geopolitics
and energy security.
Shows limitations of ceasefire agreements
without political consensus.

Challenges
Disruption of global crude oil supplies.
Increase in global oil prices and inflation.
Threat to freedom of navigation.
Regional instability affecting India's energy
imports.
Higher logistics and insurance costs.

Implications for India
Increased import bill and Current Account
Deficit (CAD).
Inflationary pressure due to higher crude
prices.
Risks to Indian diaspora and merchant shipping
in West Asia.
Greater need for naval presence and maritime
security cooperation.

Way Forward
Promote dialogue under international
diplomatic mechanisms.
Ensure compliance with UNCLOS and freedom
of navigation.
Strengthen maritime security cooperation in
the Indian Ocean Region.
Diversify crude oil import sources.
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Enhance India's blue-water naval capabilities
and maritime domain awareness.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The U.S.–Iran ceasefire has come under strain
following renewed military exchanges over the
Strait of Hormuz.
Despite sustained military operations by the
U.S. and Israel, Iran's political system remains
intact, with the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) consolidating its influence.
The developments have revived debates on
Iran's nuclear programme, regional security
architecture, sanctions, energy security, and
India's West Asia policy.

Key Points 
Strategic Developments

Iran has demonstrated significant state
resilience despite prolonged conflict.
The IRGC has emerged as the dominant military
and political institution.
Iran continues to treat its nuclear programme
and ballistic missile capability as strategic
deterrents.
Possibility of sanctions relief could revive
Iran's oil and gas exports.

Regional Geopolitics
The conflict has exposed limitations of the
existing West Asian security architecture.
Gulf countries may increasingly pursue
strategic balancing rather than exclusive
dependence on external security guarantees.
Iran seeks greater regional influence through
diplomacy, energy exports and strategic
geography.

Economic Significance
Iran possesses among the world's largest
reserves of crude oil and natural gas.

The Strait of Hormuz remains one of the world's most
critical maritime chokepoints for global energy trade.

India's Interests
Energy security.
Safety of the Indian diaspora in West Asia.
Maritime security in the Arabian Sea.
Connectivity through Chabahar Port and the
International North-South Transport Corridor
(INSTC).
Balancing relations with Iran, Israel, GCC countries
and the United States under Strategic Autonomy.

Static Linkages
1979 Iranian Revolution established the Islamic
Republic under the principle of Wilayat al-Faqih.

Strait of HormuzConnects the Persian Gulf with
the Gulf of Oman.
Handles nearly one-fifth of global oil
consumption through maritime trade.
IRGCSeparate from Iran's regular armed forces.
Responsible for protecting the Islamic Republic
and strategic military assets.
Chabahar PortIndia's gateway to Afghanistan and
Central Asia.
Part of the INSTC.
Strategic AutonomyCore principle of India's
foreign policy, allowing engagement with
competing geopolitical blocs.

Critical Analysis
Why Iran Matters

Controls access to the Strait of Hormuz, a vital global
energy corridor.
Key player in West Asian geopolitics.
Influences regional security through strategic
partnerships and proxy networks.

Challenges
Unresolved nuclear issue.
Regional instability affecting global energy markets.
Continued sanctions and geopolitical rivalry.
Risk to maritime trade and freedom of navigation.

Implications for India
Risk of crude oil price volatility.
Threat to Indian shipping and energy imports.
Importance of maintaining balanced ties with Iran,
Israel, GCC and the U.S.
Need to operationalise Chabahar Port and INSTC for
strategic connectivity.

Way Forward
Continue India's policy of Strategic Autonomy.
Strengthen engagement with all West Asian partners.
Enhance energy diversification and strategic
petroleum reserves.
Accelerate development of Chabahar Port and
INSTC.
Support peaceful resolution through diplomacy and
international law.
Strengthen maritime security cooperation in the
Indian Ocean Region.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Indian diaspora has become Australia's
largest overseas-born community, surpassing
the England-born population for the first time.
The development coincides with the proposed
visit of the Prime Minister of India to Australia,
highlighting the growing role of the diaspora in
bilateral relations.
India–Australia relations have expanded
beyond cultural ties to encompass strategic,
economic, technological and Indo-Pacific
cooperation.
The diaspora is increasingly regarded as a
strategic asset in strengthening bilateral
relations.

Key Points
Australia has emerged as a major destination
for skilled Indian migrants and international
students.
The Indian diaspora contributes significantly to
Australia's:

IT sector
Healthcare
Higher education
Entrepreneurship
Research and innovation

India and Australia upgraded their ties to a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (2020).
The India–Australia Economic Cooperation and
Trade Agreement (ECTA), 2022 has enhanced
trade, investment and mobility.
Both countries cooperate through:

Quad
G20
Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA)
East Asia Summit (EAS)

The Indian diaspora serves as an important
instrument of soft power, economic diplomacy
and people-to-people connectivity.

Rising anti-immigration politics in several
developed countries has also affected
discourse surrounding migrant communities,
including Indians.

Static Linkages
India follows the principle of Single Citizenship.
Article 51 promotes international peace,
friendly relations and respect for international
law.
Article 253 empowers Parliament to legislate
for implementing international treaties and
agreements.
Indian diaspora categories:

Non-Resident Indian (NRI)
Overseas Citizen of India (OCI)

India's foreign policy increasingly emphasizes:
Diaspora diplomacy
Act East Policy
Indo-Pacific Vision
SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the
Region)

Australia is a key partner in the Indo-Pacific
and the eastern Indian Ocean.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens India's soft power.
Enhances bilateral trade and investment.
Facilitates technology and knowledge transfer.
Supports Indo-Pacific strategic cooperation.
Improves educational and research
collaboration.

Challenges
Rising anti-immigration sentiment in Australia.
Racial discrimination and social integration
concerns.
Politicisation of migration issues.
Need for stronger diaspora engagement
policies.
Balancing domestic politics with strategic
partnership.

Way Forward
Institutionalise diaspora engagement.
Promote research and innovation partnerships.
Expand mobility under bilateral agreements.
Strengthen anti-discrimination measures.
Deepen cooperation under Quad and Indo-
Pacific initiatives.
Enhance cultural and educational exchanges.
Leverage diaspora for trade, investment and
technology partnerships.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Census 2027 pre-test (6–20 July 2026) is
being conducted in 16 States/UTs to finalize
the methodology for the upcoming Census.
For the first time, caste enumeration will form
part of the Population Census with statutory
backing under the Census Act, 1948.
The pre-test is assessing the feasibility of
recording caste through an open-ended
response.
Lessons are being drawn from the 2011 Socio-
Economic and Caste Census (SECC), whose
caste data was not used due to inconsistencies,
and the 2022–23 Bihar Caste Survey, which
adopted a standardized digital approach.

Key Points
Census Act, 1948 provides the legal framework
for conducting the Census.
Registrar General & Census Commissioner of
India (RGI), Ministry of Home Affairs conducts
the Census.

2011 SECCConducted separately from the
Population Census.
Generated over 46 lakh caste entries due to
varied spellings, sub-castes and surnames.

Union Government informed the Supreme Court
(2021) that the data contained significant errors
and was unsuitable for reservation policy.
1931 CensusLast Census to publish
comprehensive caste-wise data (excluding post-
Independence SC/ST enumeration).

Proposed improvement:
Digital enumeration using pre-loaded
standardized caste codes to reduce duplication
and improve data quality.

Static Linkages
Census Act, 1948
Entry 69, Union List (Seventh Schedule) – Census is
a Union subject.
Article 14 – Equality before law.
Article 15(4) – Special provisions for socially and
educationally backward classes.
Article 16(4) – Reservation in public employment.
Article 17 – Abolition of untouchability.
Article 46 – Promotion of educational and economic
interests of weaker sections.
Article 340 – Commission for Backward Classes.
Indra Sawhney Case (1992) – Creamy Layer
principle.
102nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 2018 –
Constitutional status to NCBC.
105th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2021 –
Restored States' power to identify SEBCs.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Enables evidence-based welfare targeting.
Helps review reservation policies using updated
data.
Facilitates sub-categorisation within OBCs.
Assists in identifying the Creamy Layer.
Supports better socio-economic planning.

Challenges
Open-ended caste responses may create
inconsistent data.
Variations in regional names, sub-castes and
surnames.
Administrative complexity in standardisation.
Risk of increased caste-based political mobilisation.
Privacy and confidentiality concerns.

Way Forward
Adopt standardized digital caste coding instead of
free-text entries.
Prepare a verified national caste classification
database.
Strengthen enumerator training and digital
validation.
Ensure transparency and independent data audit.
Use caste data solely for evidence-based policy
formulation.
Protect confidentiality under the Census framework.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Recent public debate has highlighted concerns
over institutional corruption due to allegations
involving:

Examination paper leaks.
Public procurement and contract
allocation.
Poor infrastructure quality.
Regulatory capture.
Environmental clearances.
Abuse of public office.

The discussion has shifted from isolated scams
to concerns regarding institutional
accountability, transparency, and governance
quality.

Key Points
Corruption affects economic growth, public
trust, investment climate, and rule of law.
Shift from petty corruption to
systemic/institutional corruption involving:

Public procurement.
Allocation of natural resources.
Regulatory decisions.
Government contracts.

Regulatory Capture: Regulatory agencies act in
favour of regulated entities instead of public
interest.
Crony Capitalism: Preferential treatment by
the State to select firms through policy or
regulatory decisions.
Digital governance initiatives have reduced
leakages in service delivery:

Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)
Government e-Marketplace (GeM)
Public Financial Management System
(PFMS)
Aadhaar-enabled authentication

Concerns remain over:
Monopoly tendencies.
Rent-seeking.

Weak institutional accountability.

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before Law; prohibits
arbitrariness.
Articles 148–151 – Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG).
Article 311 – Safeguards to civil servants.
Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013
Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 (Amended
2018)
Central Vigilance Commission Act, 2003
Right to Information Act, 2005
Whistle Blowers Protection Act, 2014
Second Administrative Reforms Commission
(ARC): Ethics in Governance
Rule of Law – Basic Feature of the Constitution.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens public confidence in institutions.
Improves ease of doing business.
Promotes competitive markets.
Enhances quality of public expenditure.
Supports sustainable economic growth.

Challenges
Regulatory capture.
Crony capitalism.
Delay in investigation and prosecution.
Weak enforcement of anti-corruption laws.
Political interference in institutions.
Declining public trust.
Increased cost overruns in public projects.

Constitutional & Ethical Dimensions
Rule of Law.
Accountability.
Transparency.
Integrity.
Public Trust Doctrine.
Conflict of Interest.
Ethical Leadership.

Way Forward
Strengthen independence of Lokpal, CVC, CBI
and regulatory bodies.
Ensure transparent public procurement
through digital platforms.
Strengthen whistle-blower protection.
Fast-track corruption-related cases.
Expand proactive disclosure under RTI.
Institutionalise integrity audits.
Strengthen parliamentary oversight.
Promote competition and reduce discretionary
powers.
Enhance ethics training in public
administration.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Mumbai witnessed a shift from pre-monsoon
water scarcity concerns to severe urban
flooding within days of the onset of heavy
monsoon rainfall.
The recurring cycle of floods during monsoon
and water shortages during summer highlights
poor urban water management rather than
inadequate rainfall.
The issue has revived discussions on nature-
based urban planning, particularly the Sponge
City model for climate-resilient cities.

Key Points
Mumbai receives nearly 2,400 mm of annual
rainfall, yet faces both flooding and seasonal
water shortages.
Major causes of urban flooding:

Encroachment of wetlands, lakes,
floodplains and mangroves.
Concretisation reducing groundwater
recharge.
Blocked and inadequate stormwater
drainage.
Unplanned urbanisation.
High-intensity rainfall due to climate
change.

Coastal cities face compound flooding when
heavy rainfall coincides with high tides,
restricting drainage into the sea.
Sponge City concept aims to:

Increase rainwater infiltration.
Restore wetlands and water bodies.

Promote permeable pavements and green
roofs.
Enhance groundwater recharge.
Reduce urban flood risk.

India requires an integrated approach
combining grey infrastructure (drains, pumping
stations) with blue-green infrastructure
(wetlands, lakes, urban forests).

Static Linkages
Southwest Monsoon contributes about 75% of
India's annual rainfall.
Wetlands provide:

Flood moderation.
Groundwater recharge.
Water purification.
Biodiversity conservation.

Mangroves:
Protect coastlines from storm surges.
Reduce coastal flooding.
Act as carbon sinks.

NDMA Guidelines on Urban Flooding (2010)
recommend:

Preservation of natural drainage channels.
Floodplain zoning.
Urban flood forecasting.
Integrated stormwater management.

Wetlands (Conservation and Management)
Rules, 2017 regulate conservation and wise use
of wetlands.
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 provides
the umbrella framework for environmental
protection.
Relevant Constitutional Provisions:

Article 48A – Protection and improvement
of the environment.
Article 51A(g) – Fundamental duty to
protect the natural environment.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Improves urban climate resilience.
Reduces flood losses.
Enhances groundwater recharge.
Conserves urban ecosystems.
Strengthens long-term water security.

Challenges
Encroachment of wetlands and floodplains.
Weak urban planning and enforcement.
Inadequate stormwater infrastructure.
Fragmented institutional coordination.
Increasing frequency of extreme rainfall
events.
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Way Forward
Integrate Sponge City principles into urban
master plans.
Restore wetlands, lakes, mangroves and
natural drainage channels.
Enforce floodplain zoning and land-use
regulations.
Modernise stormwater drainage systems.
Promote permeable pavements, green roofs
and rainwater harvesting.
Strengthen urban flood forecasting and early
warning systems.
Adopt integrated urban water resource
management (IUWRM).
Mainstream nature-based solutions under
AMRUT 2.0 and the Smart Cities Mission.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

PM Narendra Modi met Indonesian President
Prabowo Subianto to strengthen the India–
Indonesia Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership.
Focus areas: Maritime Security, Defence
Cooperation, Critical Minerals, Indo-Pacific,
and Sabang Port development.
The partnership gains importance amid rising
strategic competition in the Indo-Pacific and
growing concerns over supply-chain resilience.

Key Points
India–Indonesia Relations

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership: Since
2018.
Both are members of:

G20
East Asia Summit (EAS)
ASEAN Defence Ministers' Meeting Plus
(ADMM-Plus)
Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA)

Indonesia is India's largest trading partner in
ASEAN.

Sabang Port
Located on Weh Island (Aceh Province).
Situated near the Strait of Malacca, one of the
world's busiest maritime chokepoints.
Joint development supports India's Act East
Policy, SAGAR, and Indo-Pacific Oceans
Initiative (IPOI).

Strait of Malacca
Connects the Andaman Sea (Indian Ocean) with
the South China Sea (Pacific Ocean).

Around one-fourth of global maritime trade passes
through it.
A major route for energy supplies to East Asia, making it
strategically significant.

Defence Cooperation
Export of BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles.
Potential export of Astra Beyond Visual Range (BVR) air-
to-air missiles.
Reflects India's emergence as a defence exporter under
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Critical Minerals
Indonesia possesses significant reserves of:

Nickel
Rare Earth Elements (REEs)

Important for:
Electric Vehicles (EVs)
Batteries
Semiconductors
Renewable Energy
Defence manufacturing

Static Linkages
Act East Policy (2014) – Enhancing strategic and
economic engagement with Southeast Asia.
SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region) –
India's maritime vision in the Indian Ocean.
Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI) – Promotes maritime
security, connectivity and sustainable use of marine
resources.
UNCLOS, 1982 – Provides the legal framework governing
maritime zones and freedom of navigation.
ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific (AOIP) – Emphasizes
inclusiveness, dialogue and ASEAN centrality.
BrahMos – India–Russia jointly developed supersonic
cruise missile.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens India's maritime presence in the eastern
Indian Ocean.
Enhances security around the Strait of Malacca.
Diversifies critical mineral supply chains.
Expands India's defence exports.
Reinforces ASEAN centrality in the Indo-Pacific.

Challenges
Delay in implementation of the Sabang Port project.
China's growing strategic footprint in Southeast Asia.
Financing and infrastructure constraints.
Limited private sector participation.
Competition from China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

Way Forward
Fast-track Sabang Port development.
Expand defence industrial cooperation and joint
production.
Secure long-term access to critical minerals.
Strengthen maritime domain awareness and naval
cooperation.
Deepen economic integration with ASEAN under the Act
East Policy.
Improve domestic manufacturing to support defence
exports and strategic supply chains.
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