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Static Linkages

* Article 21 - Right to life includes dignity,
privacy and protection of children.

e Article 15(3) - Special provisions for children.

e Article 39(e) & 39(f) — Protection of children
from abuse and exploitation.

e Article 19(2) - Reasonable restrictions on
freedom of speech.

e Section 79, IT Act — Safe Harbour Principle.

e UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC) - Protection from sexual
exploitation.

e Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 16.2 -
End abuse, exploitation and violence against
children.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context
e The Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) directed Meta to disable
advertisements and content facilitating Child
Sexual Exploitative and Abuse Material
(CSEAM) on Instagram.
e The action followed a BBC Eye investigation,
which alleged that Instagram advertisements
were redirecting users to Telegram channels
selling CSEAM.
* MeitY has sought an explanation from Meta
within 7 days and may initiate further action
based on its response.

Key Points
e CSEAM (Child Sexual Exploitative and Abuse
Material): Any visual, audio, digital or
computer-generated material depicting sexual
exploitation or abuse of a child.
o |T Act, 2000Section 67 — Obscene
electronic content.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Strengthens digital child protection.
e Reinforces intermediary accountability.
* Promotes responsible Al-enabled content

D o o . VY ‘ moderation.
eCth”t exually explicit electronic * Improves cyber governance.
content. Challenges

o Section 67B - Child sexual
abuse/exploitative material in electronic
form.

o Section 79 - Conditional Safe Harbour
protection for intermediaries.

o IT (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital
Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021Mandate
due diligence by intermediaries.

o Require removal of unlawful content upon
lawful order.

o Non-compliance may result in loss of
Section 79 immunity.

o POCSO Act, 2012Criminalises sexual
offences against children, including use of
children for pornographic purposes.

o Digital Personal Data Protection Act,
2023Provides additional safeguards for
processing children's personal data.

e Encrypted platforms hinder investigation.

e Al moderation may miss evolving CSEAM.

e Cross-border jurisdiction issues.

e Balancing privacy with effective law
enforcement.

e Limited cyber forensic capacity.

Way Forward

e Strengthen Al-based proactive detection
systems.

e Strict enforcement of IT Rules, 2021.

* Enhance international cooperation through
Interpol.

* Improve cyber forensic infrastructure.

e Expand digital literacy and child online safety
programmes.

e Faster grievance redressal and reporting
mechanisms.

e Regular compliance audits of major
intermediaries.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

e The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) recently
clarified that an Indian passport is primarily a
travel document and not a citizenship
document.

* The statement has attracted attention amid
the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls undertaken by the Election Commission of
India (ECI).

e Theissue assumes significance in the backdrop
of:

o Implementation of the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, 2019 (CAA) Rules, 2024.

o Recent Supreme Court judgments
concerning citizenship verification and
electoral roll revision.

* The debate highlights the distinction between
proof of citizenship and documents issued for
administrative purposes.

Key Points
Constitutional Framework
e Articles 5-11 (Part Il) deal with citizenship at
the commencement of the Constitution.
¢ Article 11 empowers Parliament to regulate
acquisition and termination of citizenship.
Citizenship Act, 1955
Provides citizenship by:
e Birth
e Descent
* Registration
* Naturalisation
e Incorporation of territory
Major Amendments
e 1985: Section 6A inserted to implement the
Assam Accord.

2003: Citizenship by birth restricted where one parent is
an illegal migrant.

2019: Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) enacted.
2024: CAA Rules notified.

Passport

Governed by the Passports Act, 1967.

Primarily facilitates international travel.

Normally issued only to Indian citizens, except in limited
statutory exceptions.

Election Commission

Electoral rolls are prepared under the Representation of
the People Act, 1950.

Citizenship is a prerequisite for voter registration under
Article 326.

Static Linkages

Articles 5-11
Article 14 - Equality before law (available to all persons)
Article 19 - Rights available only to citizens
Article 21 - Protection of life and personal liberty
Article 326 - Elections based on adult suffrage
Citizenship Act, 1955

Passports Act, 1967

Representation of the People Act, 1950
Assam Accord, 1985

Concepts:

o Jus Soli

o Jus Sanguinis

MVhy This Issue Matters

Difference between citizenship and identity documents.
Constitutional provisions relating to citizenship.

Powers of Parliament under Article 11.

Citizenship by birth, descent, registration and
naturalisation.

Link between citizenship and electoral rights.
Frequently asked areas in Polity Prelims.

Eritical Analysis
ositives

Ensures integrity of electoral rolls.

Strengthens national security and identity verification.
Clarifies legal status of different government-issued
documents.

Concerns

No single statutory document is declared as conclusive
proof of citizenship.

Administrative verification may create difficulties for
vulnerable sections.

Possibility of exclusion due to documentary deficiencies.
Need to balance national security with constitutional
safeguards.

Way Forward

Clearly define acceptable documents for citizenship
verification.

Ensure transparent, uniform and legally consistent
verification procedures.

Strengthen birth registration and civil registration
systems.

Improve coordination between the ECI, MHA and State
authorities.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS: © Green Hydrogen

o . s
Context Energy diversification

* Escalating geopolitical tensions in West Asia
revived concerns over possible disruption of
shipping through the Strait of Hormuz, a

Static Linkages
e Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) are maintained by
Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Limited (ISPRL).

critical global energy chokepoint. e Existing SPR locations:
e The Strait handles around 20% of global oil o Visakhapatnam

trade and nearly one-fourth of global LNG o Mangaluru

trade, making any disruption a major risk to o Padur

global energy security. e Phase-ll SPR:

o Chandikhol (Odisha)
o Padur Expansion
e Petroleum and Natural Gas fall under Entry 53 of the

* India, which imports around 85% of its crude
oil requirement, activated diplomatic, maritime
and energy coordination mechanisms to

; . Union List.
ens.u re ur.1|nt.errl‘thed supplies and protect e Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB)
Indian shipping interests. regulates downstream petroleum and natural gas sectors.
* The episode highlighted India's growing focus ¢ Indiais an Association country (not a full member) of the
on energy security, supply-chain resilience and International Energy Agency (IEA).
macroeconomic stability. ¢ India aims to increase the share of Natural Gas to 15% in

the energy mix.
e National Green Hydrogen Mission (2023) aims to reduce

Key Points
dependence on imported fossil fuels.

Why is the Strait of Hormuz Important?
e Connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of

dth bi Eritical Analysis
Oman a‘n t eAra ian Sea'. . Goi\ s
* Major oil-exporting countries using the route: e Diversified crude import basket.
o Saudi Arabia, Iraqg, UAE, Kuwait, Qatar, Iran e Improved Strategic Petroleum Reserve capacity.
* One of the world's most important maritime e Strong institutional coordination.
chokepoints. e Stable inflation despite global volatility.
Significance for India e Expansion of gas infrastructure supports energy

transition.
Challenges
e High dependence on imported crude oil.
e |imited Strategic Petroleum Reserve capacity relative to

e |Imports nearly 85% of crude oil.

e West Asiais India's major source of crude oil
and LNG.

* Any disruption can lead to:

demand.
o Higher crude oil prices ¢ Vulnerability to geopolitical conflicts.
o Imported inflation e Rising shipping and insurance costs.
o Widening Current Account Deficit (CAD) e Continued fossil fuel dependence.
o Increased freight and insurance costs
o Supply-chain disruptions pVay Forward
India's Response e Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserve capacity.

Diversify crude oil and LNG import sources.
Accelerate renewable energy and Green Hydrogen.
Promote domestic exploration under OALP.
Strengthen maritime security cooperation.

e Diversification of crude oil imports.
e Utilisation of Strategic Petroleum Reserves
(SPR).




Two together

India and Japan did well to ringfence
their tes from multilateral accords

apanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's

first official visit to India marned out to be

an occasion to signal enhanced bilateral
coordination in the face of global uncertainties.
Rapid changes in geopolitics and technological
advances are forcing all coumtries into fresh
thinking, most consequentially with regard to
China. The U5 appears less enthusiastic about
the Quad grouping (with India, Japan and Auwstra-
lia) and is unsure of the nomenclature “Indo-Pac-
ific” in its strategy. Against this backdrop, India
and Japan declared a joint intent to continue with
an ‘updated” Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP)
posture, ring-fencing bilateral ties from multilat
eral arrangements. Ms, Takaichi signed at least 16
agreements and documents, including a joint
statemnent on energy resilience to support bilater-
al cooperation along the ‘maritime energy tran-
sport value chain’. The commitments to energy
cooperation were supporied by the awareness
that to play lead roles in the FOIP, the two sides
should cooperate in the energy domain from
South Asia to the Indo-Pacific. This concern was
also linked with the problems both sides faced re-
garding the safety of energy-carrying ships and
sailors during the U.S.-Israel war against Iran.
The two major Asian economies have a shared in-
terest in ensuring that the nearest energy sounces
in the Gulf remain accessible. They have agreed
to build naval platforms to enhance maritime do-
main awareness and surveillance.

A joint statement issued during the visit men-
tioned “serious concerns” abowt the prevailing
situation in the South China and East China Seas,
and Japanese officials spoke to the media frankly
about the need to address the Taiwan issue
peacefully. Though a planned visit to Guwahati
was dropped, Ms, Takaichi underscored Japan's
attention to the northeastern regions of India by
connecting them with “relevant partners and re-
gional organisations™ of the Bay of Bengal region.
BIMSTEC was mentioned as a partner onganisa-
tion for Japan. Japan has major investments in
Rangladesh and Thailand, and connecting these
projects, including the Matarbari port in Cox's
Bazar, through an ‘industrial value chain’ with In-
dia's northeast can boost regional prosperity and
security. Ms. Takaichi has painted a vast canvas
of cooperation stretching from India®s neighbour-
hood to the Pacific Ocean to protect the India-Ja-
pan relationship from the uncertainties of the
curremt world order, but both sides have 1o man-
age multiple other relations effectively 1o ensure
optimal outcomes. They have to manage their re-
larions with China and the U5, in such a manner
that their strategic interests are protected and
conflicts avoided. It can be a path of mutual
leaming and cooperation for India and Japan as
they seek o navigate the global rbulence,

o Supports ASEAN Centrality, UNCLOS (1982), and
an inclusive Indo-Pacific.

o Major Areas of CooperationMaritime security
and Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA).

o Energy security and resilient maritime energy

transport.

Defence technology and strategic cooperation.

Supply chain resilience.

Critical and emerging technologies.

Northeast connectivity through BIMSTEC.

Strategic SignificanceEnsures secure Sea Lines

of Communication (SLOCs).

Reduces supply-chain vulnerabilities.

Enhances stability in the Indo-Pacific.

Strengthens India's Act East Policy.

O O O O O
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Static Linkages

Quad: India, Japan, Australia and the United States;
not a military alliance.

UNCLOS, 1982 governs maritime zones, navigation
and dispute settlement.

SAGAR is India's maritime cooperation vision.
Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI) complements
regional maritime cooperation.

BIMSTEC links South Asia with Southeast Asia
through the Bay of Bengal.

Malacca Strait and Strait of Hormuz are critical
maritime chokepoints.

India imports nearly 85% of its crude oil
requirement, highlighting the importance of
maritime energy security.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

Critical Analysis
* India and Japan reaffirmed their Special

Significance

Strategic and Global Partnership during the
visit of Japanese Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi.

Both countries committed to an updated Free
and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP) vision amid
changing geopolitical dynamics.

Agreements were signed on energy security,
maritime cooperation, supply chain resilience,
and critical technologies.

The joint statement expressed concern over
developments in the South China Sea and East
China Sea, while reiterating support for a rules-
based international order.

Key Points

o Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP):Japan's
strategic vision (2016) for a free, open,
inclusive, and rules-based Indo-Pacific.

o Promotes freedom of navigation,
connectivity, rule of law, and economic
prosperity.

o India's Indo-Pacific Vision:Based on SAGAR
(Security and Growth for All in the Region).

Strengthens India's Indo-Pacific strategy.

Enhances maritime and energy security.

Improves resilience against geopolitical disruptions.
Diversifies supply chains.

Promotes a rules-based maritime order.

Expands strategic connectivity in the Bay of Bengal
region.

Challenges

Growing strategic competition in the Indo-Pacific.
China's expanding maritime presence.
Dependence on Gulf energy imports.

Balancing relations with the US, China and ASEAN.
Financing and timely execution of connectivity
projects.

Way Forward

Strengthen India-Japan defence and maritime
cooperation.

Expand Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA).
Promote resilient supply chains and critical
technologies.

Accelerate Northeast-BIMSTEC connectivity
projects.

Enhance clean energy and hydrogen cooperation.
Uphold UNCLOS and freedom of navigation.
Deepen cooperation under Quad, IPOIl and
BIMSTEC.



Old wine, new bottle

EPFO's recent changes signal continuity,
not radical reform

he Union Labour and Employment Minds-
T try's notification of fresh rules for the Em-

ployees' Provident Fund (EPF), Em-
ployees’ Pension Scheme (EPS), and Employees’
Deposit Linked Insurance (EDLI) s a procedural
formality following the enforcement of the Code
on Sockal Security, 2020, since November last
year, Four months ago, the Cendral Board of Trus-
tees (CBT) of the Employees’ Provident Fund Or-
ganisation (EPFO) approved the implementation
of social security measures framed as a sequel o
the Code that subsumes nine laws, including the
Employees' State Insurance Act, 1948, and the
Employees’ Provident Funds and Miscellaneous
Provisions Act, 1952, With around eight crore
subscribers, changes o the PF legal ramework
have wide implications for members and their fa-
milies. Viewed from this angle, the notification
signalled continuity and sought to make the fra-
mework align with the Code. Even the feature of
PF contributions being made voluntary in excess
of the statutory wage ceiling of 215,000 is not
new, The practice of allowing contributions up 1o
12% of the basic pay, regardless of the wage ceil-
ing. was the norm till the COVID-19 pandemic hit.
It was only then that many establishments, while
experiencing the shortage of funds, had begun
limiting their contributions o the wage ceiling.
However, pensioners and members had hoped
that the notification would revise the minimum
monthly pension of 31,000 and the monthly
wage ceiling for contribution to the PF beyond
215,000, both of which were determined 12 years
ago. But they have been left disappointed. Ac-
cording o the EPFO's 202425 annual report,
about 36.8 lakh of its 81.5 lakh pensioners receive
a monthly pension of 21,000 or less.

Yet, the government has taken no decision on
either issue despite repeated demands from pen-
shoners and other stakeholders. Even if financial
implications are a concern, the government's
grant-in-aid for the minimum pension, benefiting
about 206 lakh pensioners, is only around
000 crore annually. Of the government’s out-
lay of 211,000-0dd crore towards the EPS for the
current year, most of its provision goes for the
component of its contribution at 1.16% of the
monthly pay (imited to the wage ceiling of
05,0000 of EPS members, The government
should restore the applicability of the EPS 1o all
workers, regardless of pay. If the government
feels that the EFFO is getting overburdened with
iits work, it can formulate a tailored scheme with
the Pension Fund Regulatory and Development
Authority, Efforts to expedite and simplify claim
settlements should contimue. The government
miist remember that substantive EPFO decisions
affect crores of employees.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

* The Union Ministry of Labour & Employment
has notified new rules for the Employees'
Provident Fund (EPF), Employees' Pension
Scheme (EPS), and Employees' Deposit Linked
Insurance (EDLI) after the implementation of

the Code on Social Security, 2020.

e The rules operationalize decisions approved by
the Central Board of Trustees (CBT), EPFO.

¢ The notification does not revise:

o Minimum EPS pension (1,000/month).
o Statutory wage ceiling (¥15,000/month) for

EPF/EPS contributions.
e EPFO Annual Report 2024-25:
o 8 crore subscribers.
o 81.5 lakh EPS pensioners.

o 36.8 lakh pensioners receive 1,000 or less

as monthly pension.

Key Points
* Code on Social Security, 2020 consolidates 9

Central labour laws.
e EPFO administers:

o Employees' Provident Fund (EPF) -

Retirement savings.

o Employees' Pension Scheme (EPS) -
Monthly pension after retirement.

o Employees' Deposit Linked Insurance (EDLI) -
Insurance benefit to nominee on death of member.
EPF contribution:
o Employee - 12% of basic wages + DA
o Employer - 12% (shared between EPF and EPS as per
rules).
Government contributes 1.16% of wages (subject to the
statutory wage ceiling) towards EPS.
Employees can voluntarily contribute above the statutory
wage ceiling (Voluntary Provident Fund).

Prelims Enrichment

EPFO functions under the Ministry of Labour &
Employment.

Central Board of Trustees (CBT) is the apex decision-
making body of EPFO.

EPFO is one of the world's largest social security
organizations.

EPS was launched in 1995, replacing the Family Pension
Scheme, 1971.

EDLI Scheme provides life insurance without any separate
premium from employees.

The Code on Social Security, 2020 is one of the Four
Labour Codes.

IStatic Linkages

Article 41 - Public assistance in cases of unemployment,
old age, sickness and disablement (Directive Principles).
Article 43 - Living wage and decent standard of life for
workers.

Labour is in the Concurrent List (Entry 24, List Ill).

Social security is a key component of a Welfare State.
Pension is a major instrument of old-age income security.

Mains Value Addition
Significance

Strengthens India's social security framework.
Promotes formalization of employment.

Enhances retirement and survivor security.

Aligns labour laws under a unified legal framework.

Concerns

Minimum pension of ¥1,000 has remained unchanged
despite inflation.

Wage ceiling of 15,000 has not been revised for years.
Pension replacement ratio remains low.

Limited adequacy of old-age income security.

Challenges

Low pension adequacy.

Inflation eroding real pension value.
Limited social security coverage.
Financial sustainability of pension funds.
Delays in claim settlement in some cases.

Way Forward

Periodically revise the minimum pension based on
inflation.

Rationalize the statutory wage ceiling.

Expand pension coverage for organized workers.
Strengthen digital claim settlement.

Improve actuarial sustainability of pension funds.
Increase awareness regarding retirement planning and
voluntary contributions.



From the Iran conflict, four geopolitical
ShlftS India cannotafford to miss
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context
e The recent Iran—-Israel-US conflict has revived

concerns over global energy security, maritime
chokepoints, and geopolitical realignments.
Disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz, through
which nearly 20% of global oil trade passes,
caused volatility in crude oil prices.

As India imports over 85% of its crude oil
requirement (MoPNG), the developments have
direct implications for India's economy, foreign
policy, and national security.

Key Points
Geopolitical Shifts

Declining credibility of traditional security
guarantees in West Asia.

Growing importance of maritime chokepoints
as strategic leverage.

Weakening influence of traditional oil cartels
due to diversified global supply.

Renewed strategic relevance of Iran in regional
connectivity and energy.

Implications for India

Higher crude prices may increase:
o Current Account Deficit (CAD)
o Imported inflation
o Fiscal burden

Reinforces the need to:

o Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR).

o Diversify crude import sources.

o Accelerate renewable energy transition.

o Strengthen maritime security in the Indian
Ocean Region.

Static Linkages

Strait of Hormuz connects the Persian Gulf
with the Gulf of Oman.

Around 20% of global petroleum trade passes
through the Strait of Hormuz.

India maintains Strategic Petroleum Reserves
(SPR) to tackle emergency oil supply
disruptions.

India is an Associate Member of the
International Energy Agency (IEA).

IEA benchmark: Emergency oil stocks
equivalent to 90 days of net oil imports for
member countries.

Chabahar Port (Iran) enhances India's
connectivity to Afghanistan and Central Asia.
International North-South Transport Corridor
(INSTC) links India with Central Asia, Russia,
and Europe.

Energy security is a key component of national
security and economic stability.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities

Diversification of India's energy imports.
Expansion of Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Greater role for India in West Asian diplomacy.
Strengthening Chabahar Port and INSTC.

Challenges

Rising crude prices affecting inflation and
growth.

Continued dependence on imported
hydrocarbons.

Vulnerability of Sea Lines of Communication
(SLOCs).

Geopolitical instability in West Asia.

Way Forward

Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserve capacity.
Diversify oil and gas import sources.
Accelerate renewable energy and Green
Hydrogen Mission.

Strengthen maritime surveillance and naval
preparedness.

Enhance connectivity through Chabahar Port
and INSTC.

Pursue balanced diplomacy under India's
policy of Strategic Autonomy.



ElNifio, Iran sharpen
food prices challenge

HE SOUTHWEST monsoen was 39.8 per cent below
normal inJune, withthe all-Indiaaverage rainfall of 99.5
it the fifth lowest recorded for that monthafter 2014,
2009, 1926 and 1905, Thismonth, which colncideswith
the peak plantings of the kharif crop, has been betier so far. Not
onlyhas the cumulative rainfall deficit for the season (June-Sep-
tember) narrowed to24.1 percent as on July 5, the monsoon has
advanced tocoverroughly 95 per centof the country's area, That
shotild, in tum, help boost kharif sowing acreages, which were
overall 22.7 per cent lower compared to last year's coverage till
June2s, The lag was evenmore for ollseeds (53.3 percent), pulses
(3005 per cent) and cotten (34.6 per cent). Those gaps can poten-
tally clese with the monseon's revival from June 300
But the outlook, on the whaole, is still not great. The India
Meteorological Department has forecast average rainfall over
the country for July, too, to “maost likely to be below narmal™
Worse, thedreaded E1Nifoisina "moderate” phase now, while
predicted to intensify into a “strong” event during the second
half of the monseon season and turm “very strong” over Oc-
tober-January. The impact wouldn't be limited to the monsoon.
rainfall and the kharif erops grown during this season. Sinee E
Nifio is known to suppress rainfall and also raise temperatures,
it could result in a relatively short and warm winter, affecting
the upcoming rabi season crops like wheat, mustard, chana,
mtasoor and potato as well. The last "strong” E1 Nifio event of
2023-24 led 1o annual retail food inflation averaging over 8.5
percent between July 2023 and December 2024. Without pro-
active supply-side management, there isevery risk of a repeat
of that protracted episode of elevated food prices.
Indiaimporteda record 169 million tonnes (mt) of vegetable
oils in 2025-26 and 7.3 mt of pulses the previous fiscal. El Nino
—which has overtaken Iran as the No 1 risk factor for the Inclian
economy today —will make further imports inevitable. While
keepingthe impon window open, the government misst ensure:
minimumsuppart prices for pulses, oilseeds, millets and cotton
through payment of the difference over open market rates. It
will incentivise farmers to cultivate these crops, instead of
waler-intensive rice, wheat and sugarcane. The year 2026-27
will alsotest the lagshiperop insurance (PMFBY) and rural em-
Ployment (VB-G RAM G) schemes, Their implementation on
the ground matters as much as the supply-side measures to
control food inflation.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

e June 2026 witnessed 39.8% below-normal
rainfall, making it one of the weakest June
monsoons on record.

e By 5 July 2026, the seasonal rainfall deficit
narrowed to 24.1%, and the southwest
monsoon covered nearly 95% of India.

e Delayed monsoon adversely affected kharif
sowing, especially pulses, oilseeds and cotton.

e |MD has forecast below-normal rainfall for July
2026.

* A moderate EL Nifio is expected to strengthen
during the latter half of the monsoon, posing
risks to agriculture, food inflation and
economic growth.

Key Points
* Southwest Monsoon (June-September)
contributes nearly 75% of India's annual
rainfall.
e Around 52% of India's Net Sown Area is rainfed.
¢ [nitial decline in Kharif sowing (late June):
o QOilseeds - 53.3%
o Pulses -30.5%
o Cotton - 34.6%
e Strong El Nifio generally causes:
o Below-normal rainfall
o Higher temperatures
o Lower soil moisture
o Reduced reservoir storage
o Lower agricultural productivity
e Food Inflation: Strong El Nifio (2023-24)
contributed to persistent food inflation.

e |ndia remains import-dependent for:
o Edible oils
o Pulses
e Key government interventions:
Minimum Support Price (MSP)
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY)
Buffer stocking
Timely imports
Climate-resilient agriculture

O O O O O

Static Linkages

e ElNifio: Periodic warming of the central and eastern
equatorial Pacific Ocean; part of ENSO.

e ENSO Neutral, EL Nifio and La Nifa significantly influence
the Indian Summer Monsoon.

e Positive Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) can partly offset El
Nifio's adverse effect on the Indian monsoon.

e Kharif crops depend mainly on monsoon rainfall, whereas
Rabi crops depend on irrigation, residual soil moisture
and western disturbances.

e MSP is announced based on recommendations of the
Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP).

e PMFBY provides financial protection against crop losses

l/ due to natural calamities, pests and diseases.

alue Addition

e Monsoon Months: June-September

e Normal Rainfall: 96-104% of Long Period Average (LPA)

e Rainfed Agriculture: ~52% of Net Sown Area

e ENSO Monitoring Agency: NOAA (USA) and IMD

e Monsoon Forecasting Agency in India: India
Meteorological Department (IMD)

ﬁritical Analysis

ositives

e Revival of monsoon can improve kharif sowing.

e MSP and procurement support farmers' incomes.

e PMFBY reduces production risk.

e Timely imports help contain food inflation.

Challenges

e Strong El Nifio may weaken the remaining monsoon.

e |ower rainfall may affect both kharif and rabi crops.

e Rising dependence on edible oil and pulse imports.

e Persistent food inflation impacts vulnerable households.

e Slow PMFBY claim settlement in several States.

e Continued cultivation of water-intensive crops despite
climatic stress.

fvay Forward

e Promote climate-resilient and drought-tolerant crop
varieties.

e Expand cultivation of millets, pulses and oilseeds.

e Improve micro-irrigation and watershed development.

e Strengthen weather-based advisories using IMD
forecasts.

e Ensure timely MSP procurement and PMFBY claim
settlement.

e Build strategic buffer stocks of essential food
commodities.

e Encourage efficient groundwater management and crop
diversification.




Bengaluru creche ordeal
points to acrisis of care

OR MOSTworking parents, leaving atoddler at a daycare

isas much anact of necessity asaleap of faith — that the

vigilance and kindness of well-meaning strangers will

stand in for aparent'sown presence forthose hours. The
alleged abuseoftoddlersat anon-campuscréche of global IT firm
Capgemini in Bengaluru, where children too young toarticulate
orcomprehend theirordeal were locked in washroomsand wash-
ing machines todiscipline them, strikes atthe heart of that trust.
The incident raises disturbing questions about a sector that has
come up in response to changing family structures and rising
workforce participation of women but still lacks commensurate
oversight mechanisms.

Reliable childcare is crucial to women's participation in the
labour market. ADalberg-UNDPstudy published earlierthis year
found that India’s public childcare system currently meetsonly
around 5 per cent of urban demand, while private altematives
are largely unaffordable for low-income families. An estimated
6-7 million urbanwomen need créche access, a figure projected
to reach 20-23 million by 2047 The Maternity Benefit (Amend-
ment) Act, 2017 requires establishments with 50 or more em-
ployees to provide créche facilities, but it covers only a fraction
of India’s workforce and leaves the unorganised sector entirely
outofits ambit. While the female labour force participation rate
hasrisen to4L7 percent in2023-24, itisdriven by rural, oftenun-
paid ordistress-led self-emplovment. Urban female participation
hasstayed stubbornly inthe mid-to-high twenties. Each reported
case of abuse leads to more women cutting back hours, uming
down professional opportunities, or leaving the workforce en-
tirely totakeon the onus of care work.

While the investigation in Bengaluru must run its course,
justice after the fact cannot substitute prevention, That task
begins with recognising childcare as essential social and econ-
omic infrastructure rather than a discretionary employment
perk. At present, daycare centres are governed by an uneven
webofstate rules, municipal by-laws and local licensing norms,
with little uniformity in standards and even less consistency
inenforcement. India needs a national regulatory framework
that establishes minimum standards for registration, caregiver
training, staff verification, child-to-caregiver ratios, inspections
and grievance-redressal mechanisms. Regulation must alsobe
matched by sustained public investment to expand access to
qualitychildcare, ensuringthat safety isa right, not a privilege.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

e Alleged abuse of toddlers at a private creche in
Bengaluru has highlighted gaps in the
regulation and monitoring of childcare
institutions.

e Theincident has revived debate on workplace
childcare, child safety, women's labour force
participation, and the need for a uniform
national regulatory framework.

Key Points

o Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act,
2017Creche facility mandatory for
establishments employing 50 or more
employees.

o 26 weeks paid maternity leave (eligible
women).

o Mother allowed 4 visits/day to the creche.

o Female Labour Force Participation (PLFS
2023-24)41.7%, but urban FLFPR remains
significantly lower than rural.

o Dalberg-UNDP (2025)Public childcare
meets only ~5% of urban demand.

o 6-7 million urban women currently need
créche access.

o Demand may reach 20-23 million by 2047.

* No uniform national law regulates daycare
centres.
e Existing regulation varies across States through
municipal bye-laws and local licensing.

Static Linkages

e Article 15(3): Special provisions for women and
children.

e Article 21: Right to live with dignity.

e Article 39(e) & (f): Protection of workers and
children.

e Article 42: Just and humane conditions of work
and maternity relief.

e Article 45: Early Childhood Care and Education
(ECCE).

e Directive Principles of State Policy support
welfare measures.

e |CDS (1975) - Anganwadi-based early
childhood services.

e POSHAN Abhiyaan - Nutrition and child
development.

e NEP 2020 - Universal Early Childhood Care and
Education.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Improves women's workforce participation.
e Supports Early Childhood Care and
Development (ECCD).
e Reduces unpaid care burden.
* Promotes gender equality and inclusive
growth.
Challenges
* Weak regulatory oversight.
* No national standards for daycare centres.
* |nadequate caregiver training.
e Poorinspection and grievance mechanisms.
e Limited coverage of the organised sector.
e High cost of quality private childcare.
Constitutional Dimension
e Furthers Articles 15(3), 21, 39, 42 and 45.
e Advances SDG 5 (Gender Equality) and SDG 8
(Decent Work & Economic Growth).

Way Forward

e Enact a National Childcare Regulation
Framework.

e Mandatory registration and periodic
inspections.

e Standardise caregiver qualifications and child-
caregiver ratio.

e Mandatory police verification of staff.

e Digital grievance redressal mechanism.

e Expand quality public creches through
Anganwadi strengthening.

e Encourage employer-supported childcare
through incentives.
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