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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) directed Meta to disable
advertisements and content facilitating Child
Sexual Exploitative and Abuse Material
(CSEAM) on Instagram.
The action followed a BBC Eye investigation,
which alleged that Instagram advertisements
were redirecting users to Telegram channels
selling CSEAM.
MeitY has sought an explanation from Meta
within 7 days and may initiate further action
based on its response.

Key Points 
CSEAM (Child Sexual Exploitative and Abuse
Material): Any visual, audio, digital or
computer-generated material depicting sexual
exploitation or abuse of a child.

IT Act, 2000Section 67 – Obscene
electronic content.
Section 67A – Sexually explicit electronic
content.
Section 67B – Child sexual
abuse/exploitative material in electronic
form.
Section 79 – Conditional Safe Harbour
protection for intermediaries.
IT (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital
Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021Mandate
due diligence by intermediaries.
Require removal of unlawful content upon
lawful order.
Non-compliance may result in loss of
Section 79 immunity.
POCSO Act, 2012Criminalises sexual
offences against children, including use of
children for pornographic purposes.
Digital Personal Data Protection Act,
2023Provides additional safeguards for
processing children's personal data.

National Cyber Crime Reporting
PortalOnline platform for reporting
cybercrimes, especially against women
and children.
Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre
(I4C)Nodal agency under the Ministry of
Home Affairs for combating cybercrime.

India blocks CSAM websites based on inputs
from Interpol through the CBI.

Static Linkages 
Article 21 – Right to life includes dignity,
privacy and protection of children.
Article 15(3) – Special provisions for children.
Article 39(e) & 39(f) – Protection of children
from abuse and exploitation.
Article 19(2) – Reasonable restrictions on
freedom of speech.
Section 79, IT Act – Safe Harbour Principle.
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC) – Protection from sexual
exploitation.
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 16.2 –
End abuse, exploitation and violence against
children.

Critical Analysis 
Significance

Strengthens digital child protection.
Reinforces intermediary accountability.
Promotes responsible AI-enabled content
moderation.
Improves cyber governance.

Challenges
Encrypted platforms hinder investigation.
AI moderation may miss evolving CSEAM.
Cross-border jurisdiction issues.
Balancing privacy with effective law
enforcement.
Limited cyber forensic capacity.

Way Forward
Strengthen AI-based proactive detection
systems.
Strict enforcement of IT Rules, 2021.
Enhance international cooperation through
Interpol.
Improve cyber forensic infrastructure.
Expand digital literacy and child online safety
programmes.
Faster grievance redressal and reporting
mechanisms.
Regular compliance audits of major
intermediaries.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) recently
clarified that an Indian passport is primarily a
travel document and not a citizenship
document.
The statement has attracted attention amid
the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls undertaken by the Election Commission of
India (ECI).
The issue assumes significance in the backdrop
of:

Implementation of the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, 2019 (CAA) Rules, 2024.
Recent Supreme Court judgments
concerning citizenship verification and
electoral roll revision.

The debate highlights the distinction between
proof of citizenship and documents issued for
administrative purposes.

Key Points
Constitutional Framework

Articles 5–11 (Part II) deal with citizenship at
the commencement of the Constitution.
Article 11 empowers Parliament to regulate
acquisition and termination of citizenship.

Citizenship Act, 1955
Provides citizenship by:

Birth
Descent
Registration
Naturalisation
Incorporation of territory

Major Amendments
1985: Section 6A inserted to implement the
Assam Accord.

2003: Citizenship by birth restricted where one parent is
an illegal migrant.
2019: Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) enacted.
2024: CAA Rules notified.

Passport
Governed by the Passports Act, 1967.
Primarily facilitates international travel.
Normally issued only to Indian citizens, except in limited
statutory exceptions.

Election Commission
Electoral rolls are prepared under the Representation of
the People Act, 1950.
Citizenship is a prerequisite for voter registration under
Article 326.

Static Linkages
Articles 5–11
Article 14 – Equality before law (available to all persons)
Article 19 – Rights available only to citizens
Article 21 – Protection of life and personal liberty
Article 326 – Elections based on adult suffrage
Citizenship Act, 1955
Passports Act, 1967
Representation of the People Act, 1950
Assam Accord, 1985
Concepts:

Jus Soli
Jus Sanguinis

Why This Issue Matters 
Difference between citizenship and identity documents.
Constitutional provisions relating to citizenship.
Powers of Parliament under Article 11.
Citizenship by birth, descent, registration and
naturalisation.
Link between citizenship and electoral rights.
Frequently asked areas in Polity Prelims.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Ensures integrity of electoral rolls.
Strengthens national security and identity verification.
Clarifies legal status of different government-issued
documents.

Concerns
No single statutory document is declared as conclusive
proof of citizenship.
Administrative verification may create difficulties for
vulnerable sections.
Possibility of exclusion due to documentary deficiencies.
Need to balance national security with constitutional
safeguards.

Way Forward
Clearly define acceptable documents for citizenship
verification.
Ensure transparent, uniform and legally consistent
verification procedures.
Strengthen birth registration and civil registration
systems.
Improve coordination between the ECI, MHA and State
authorities.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Escalating geopolitical tensions in West Asia
revived concerns over possible disruption of
shipping through the Strait of Hormuz, a
critical global energy chokepoint.
The Strait handles around 20% of global oil
trade and nearly one-fourth of global LNG
trade, making any disruption a major risk to
global energy security.
India, which imports around 85% of its crude
oil requirement, activated diplomatic, maritime
and energy coordination mechanisms to
ensure uninterrupted supplies and protect
Indian shipping interests.
The episode highlighted India's growing focus
on energy security, supply-chain resilience and
macroeconomic stability.

Key Points
Why is the Strait of Hormuz Important?

Connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of
Oman and the Arabian Sea.
Major oil-exporting countries using the route:

Saudi Arabia, Iraq, UAE, Kuwait, Qatar, Iran
One of the world's most important maritime
chokepoints.

Significance for India
Imports nearly 85% of crude oil.
West Asia is India's major source of crude oil
and LNG.
Any disruption can lead to:

Higher crude oil prices
Imported inflation
Widening Current Account Deficit (CAD)
Increased freight and insurance costs
Supply-chain disruptions

India's Response
Diversification of crude oil imports.
Utilisation of Strategic Petroleum Reserves
(SPR).

Continuous coordination among:
Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas
Ministry of External Affairs
Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs)
Directorate General of Shipping

Protection of Indian seafarers and merchant vessels.
Strengthening maritime security and diplomatic
engagement.

Economic Significance
Inflation remained broadly within the RBI's tolerance
band (2–6%).
Stable financial markets through RBI's liquidity and forex
management.
Continued emphasis on:

Renewable Energy
Natural Gas
Green Hydrogen
Energy diversification

Static Linkages
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) are maintained by
Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Limited (ISPRL).
Existing SPR locations:

Visakhapatnam
Mangaluru
Padur

Phase-II SPR:
Chandikhol (Odisha)
Padur Expansion

Petroleum and Natural Gas fall under Entry 53 of the
Union List.
Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB)
regulates downstream petroleum and natural gas sectors.
India is an Association country (not a full member) of the
International Energy Agency (IEA).
India aims to increase the share of Natural Gas to 15% in
the energy mix.
National Green Hydrogen Mission (2023) aims to reduce
dependence on imported fossil fuels.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Diversified crude import basket.
Improved Strategic Petroleum Reserve capacity.
Strong institutional coordination.
Stable inflation despite global volatility.
Expansion of gas infrastructure supports energy
transition.

Challenges
High dependence on imported crude oil.
Limited Strategic Petroleum Reserve capacity relative to
demand.
Vulnerability to geopolitical conflicts.
Rising shipping and insurance costs.
Continued fossil fuel dependence.

Way Forward
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserve capacity.
Diversify crude oil and LNG import sources.
Accelerate renewable energy and Green Hydrogen.
Promote domestic exploration under OALP.
Strengthen maritime security cooperation.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

India and Japan reaffirmed their Special
Strategic and Global Partnership during the
visit of Japanese Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi.
Both countries committed to an updated Free
and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP) vision amid
changing geopolitical dynamics.
Agreements were signed on energy security,
maritime cooperation, supply chain resilience,
and critical technologies.
The joint statement expressed concern over
developments in the South China Sea and East
China Sea, while reiterating support for a rules-
based international order.

Key Points
Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP):Japan's
strategic vision (2016) for a free, open,
inclusive, and rules-based Indo-Pacific.
Promotes freedom of navigation,
connectivity, rule of law, and economic
prosperity.
India's Indo-Pacific Vision:Based on SAGAR
(Security and Growth for All in the Region).

Supports ASEAN Centrality, UNCLOS (1982), and
an inclusive Indo-Pacific.
Major Areas of CooperationMaritime security
and Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA).
Energy security and resilient maritime energy
transport.
Defence technology and strategic cooperation.
Supply chain resilience.
Critical and emerging technologies.
Northeast connectivity through BIMSTEC.
Strategic SignificanceEnsures secure Sea Lines
of Communication (SLOCs).
Reduces supply-chain vulnerabilities.
Enhances stability in the Indo-Pacific.
Strengthens India's Act East Policy.

Static Linkages
Quad: India, Japan, Australia and the United States;
not a military alliance.
UNCLOS, 1982 governs maritime zones, navigation
and dispute settlement.
SAGAR is India's maritime cooperation vision.
Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI) complements
regional maritime cooperation.
BIMSTEC links South Asia with Southeast Asia
through the Bay of Bengal.
Malacca Strait and Strait of Hormuz are critical
maritime chokepoints.
India imports nearly 85% of its crude oil
requirement, highlighting the importance of
maritime energy security.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens India's Indo-Pacific strategy.
Enhances maritime and energy security.
Improves resilience against geopolitical disruptions.
Diversifies supply chains.
Promotes a rules-based maritime order.
Expands strategic connectivity in the Bay of Bengal
region.

Challenges
Growing strategic competition in the Indo-Pacific.
China's expanding maritime presence.
Dependence on Gulf energy imports.
Balancing relations with the US, China and ASEAN.
Financing and timely execution of connectivity
projects.

Way Forward
Strengthen India–Japan defence and maritime
cooperation.
Expand Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA).
Promote resilient supply chains and critical
technologies.
Accelerate Northeast–BIMSTEC connectivity
projects.
Enhance clean energy and hydrogen cooperation.
Uphold UNCLOS and freedom of navigation.
Deepen cooperation under Quad, IPOI and
BIMSTEC.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Union Ministry of Labour & Employment
has notified new rules for the Employees'
Provident Fund (EPF), Employees' Pension
Scheme (EPS), and Employees' Deposit Linked
Insurance (EDLI) after the implementation of
the Code on Social Security, 2020.
The rules operationalize decisions approved by
the Central Board of Trustees (CBT), EPFO.
The notification does not revise:

Minimum EPS pension (₹1,000/month).
Statutory wage ceiling (₹15,000/month) for
EPF/EPS contributions.

EPFO Annual Report 2024–25:
8 crore subscribers.
81.5 lakh EPS pensioners.
36.8 lakh pensioners receive ₹1,000 or less
as monthly pension.

Key Points
Code on Social Security, 2020 consolidates 9
Central labour laws.
EPFO administers:

Employees' Provident Fund (EPF) –
Retirement savings.
Employees' Pension Scheme (EPS) –
Monthly pension after retirement.

Employees' Deposit Linked Insurance (EDLI) –
Insurance benefit to nominee on death of member.

EPF contribution:
Employee – 12% of basic wages + DA
Employer – 12% (shared between EPF and EPS as per
rules).

Government contributes 1.16% of wages (subject to the
statutory wage ceiling) towards EPS.
Employees can voluntarily contribute above the statutory
wage ceiling (Voluntary Provident Fund).

Prelims Enrichment
EPFO functions under the Ministry of Labour &
Employment.
Central Board of Trustees (CBT) is the apex decision-
making body of EPFO.
EPFO is one of the world's largest social security
organizations.
EPS was launched in 1995, replacing the Family Pension
Scheme, 1971.
EDLI Scheme provides life insurance without any separate
premium from employees.
The Code on Social Security, 2020 is one of the Four
Labour Codes.

Static Linkages
Article 41 – Public assistance in cases of unemployment,
old age, sickness and disablement (Directive Principles).
Article 43 – Living wage and decent standard of life for
workers.
Labour is in the Concurrent List (Entry 24, List III).
Social security is a key component of a Welfare State.
Pension is a major instrument of old-age income security.

Mains Value Addition
Significance

Strengthens India's social security framework.
Promotes formalization of employment.
Enhances retirement and survivor security.
Aligns labour laws under a unified legal framework.

Concerns
Minimum pension of ₹1,000 has remained unchanged
despite inflation.
Wage ceiling of ₹15,000 has not been revised for years.
Pension replacement ratio remains low.
Limited adequacy of old-age income security.

Challenges
Low pension adequacy.
Inflation eroding real pension value.
Limited social security coverage.
Financial sustainability of pension funds.
Delays in claim settlement in some cases.

Way Forward
Periodically revise the minimum pension based on
inflation.
Rationalize the statutory wage ceiling.
Expand pension coverage for organized workers.
Strengthen digital claim settlement.
Improve actuarial sustainability of pension funds.
Increase awareness regarding retirement planning and
voluntary contributions.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The recent Iran–Israel–US conflict has revived
concerns over global energy security, maritime
chokepoints, and geopolitical realignments.
Disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz, through
which nearly 20% of global oil trade passes,
caused volatility in crude oil prices.
As India imports over 85% of its crude oil
requirement (MoPNG), the developments have
direct implications for India's economy, foreign
policy, and national security.

Key Points
Geopolitical Shifts

Declining credibility of traditional security
guarantees in West Asia.
Growing importance of maritime chokepoints
as strategic leverage.
Weakening influence of traditional oil cartels
due to diversified global supply.
Renewed strategic relevance of Iran in regional
connectivity and energy.

Implications for India
Higher crude prices may increase:

Current Account Deficit (CAD)
Imported inflation
Fiscal burden

Reinforces the need to:
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR).
Diversify crude import sources.
Accelerate renewable energy transition.
Strengthen maritime security in the Indian
Ocean Region.

Static Linkages
Strait of Hormuz connects the Persian Gulf
with the Gulf of Oman.
Around 20% of global petroleum trade passes
through the Strait of Hormuz.

India maintains Strategic Petroleum Reserves
(SPR) to tackle emergency oil supply
disruptions.
India is an Associate Member of the
International Energy Agency (IEA).
IEA benchmark: Emergency oil stocks
equivalent to 90 days of net oil imports for
member countries.
Chabahar Port (Iran) enhances India's
connectivity to Afghanistan and Central Asia.
International North-South Transport Corridor
(INSTC) links India with Central Asia, Russia,
and Europe.
Energy security is a key component of national
security and economic stability.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities

Diversification of India's energy imports.
Expansion of Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Greater role for India in West Asian diplomacy.
Strengthening Chabahar Port and INSTC.

Challenges
Rising crude prices affecting inflation and
growth.
Continued dependence on imported
hydrocarbons.
Vulnerability of Sea Lines of Communication
(SLOCs).
Geopolitical instability in West Asia.

Way Forward
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserve capacity.
Diversify oil and gas import sources.
Accelerate renewable energy and Green
Hydrogen Mission.
Strengthen maritime surveillance and naval
preparedness.
Enhance connectivity through Chabahar Port
and INSTC.
Pursue balanced diplomacy under India's
policy of Strategic Autonomy.

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH



KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

June 2026 witnessed 39.8% below-normal
rainfall, making it one of the weakest June
monsoons on record.
By 5 July 2026, the seasonal rainfall deficit
narrowed to 24.1%, and the southwest
monsoon covered nearly 95% of India.
Delayed monsoon adversely affected kharif
sowing, especially pulses, oilseeds and cotton.
IMD has forecast below-normal rainfall for July
2026.
A moderate El Niño is expected to strengthen
during the latter half of the monsoon, posing
risks to agriculture, food inflation and
economic growth.

Key Points 
Southwest Monsoon (June–September)
contributes nearly 75% of India's annual
rainfall.
Around 52% of India's Net Sown Area is rainfed.
Initial decline in Kharif sowing (late June):

Oilseeds – 53.3%
Pulses – 30.5%
Cotton – 34.6%

Strong El Niño generally causes:
Below-normal rainfall
Higher temperatures
Lower soil moisture
Reduced reservoir storage
Lower agricultural productivity

Food Inflation: Strong El Niño (2023–24)
contributed to persistent food inflation.

India remains import-dependent for:
Edible oils
Pulses

Key government interventions:
Minimum Support Price (MSP)
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY)
Buffer stocking
Timely imports
Climate-resilient agriculture

Static Linkages
El Niño: Periodic warming of the central and eastern
equatorial Pacific Ocean; part of ENSO.
ENSO Neutral, El Niño and La Niña significantly influence
the Indian Summer Monsoon.
Positive Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) can partly offset El
Niño's adverse effect on the Indian monsoon.
Kharif crops depend mainly on monsoon rainfall, whereas
Rabi crops depend on irrigation, residual soil moisture
and western disturbances.
MSP is announced based on recommendations of the
Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP).
PMFBY provides financial protection against crop losses
due to natural calamities, pests and diseases.

Value Addition 
Monsoon Months: June–September
Normal Rainfall: 96–104% of Long Period Average (LPA)
Rainfed Agriculture: ~52% of Net Sown Area
ENSO Monitoring Agency: NOAA (USA) and IMD
Monsoon Forecasting Agency in India: India
Meteorological Department (IMD)

Critical Analysis
Positives

Revival of monsoon can improve kharif sowing.
MSP and procurement support farmers' incomes.
PMFBY reduces production risk.
Timely imports help contain food inflation.

Challenges
Strong El Niño may weaken the remaining monsoon.
Lower rainfall may affect both kharif and rabi crops.
Rising dependence on edible oil and pulse imports.
Persistent food inflation impacts vulnerable households.
Slow PMFBY claim settlement in several States.
Continued cultivation of water-intensive crops despite
climatic stress.

Way Forward
Promote climate-resilient and drought-tolerant crop
varieties.
Expand cultivation of millets, pulses and oilseeds.
Improve micro-irrigation and watershed development.
Strengthen weather-based advisories using IMD
forecasts.
Ensure timely MSP procurement and PMFBY claim
settlement.
Build strategic buffer stocks of essential food
commodities.
Encourage efficient groundwater management and crop
diversification.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Alleged abuse of toddlers at a private crèche in
Bengaluru has highlighted gaps in the
regulation and monitoring of childcare
institutions.
The incident has revived debate on workplace
childcare, child safety, women's labour force
participation, and the need for a uniform
national regulatory framework.

Key Points
Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act,
2017Crèche facility mandatory for
establishments employing 50 or more
employees.
26 weeks paid maternity leave (eligible
women).
Mother allowed 4 visits/day to the crèche.
Female Labour Force Participation (PLFS
2023–24)41.7%, but urban FLFPR remains
significantly lower than rural.
Dalberg–UNDP (2025)Public childcare
meets only ~5% of urban demand.
6–7 million urban women currently need
crèche access.
Demand may reach 20–23 million by 2047.

No uniform national law regulates daycare
centres.
Existing regulation varies across States through
municipal bye-laws and local licensing.

Static Linkages
Article 15(3): Special provisions for women and
children.
Article 21: Right to live with dignity.
Article 39(e) & (f): Protection of workers and
children.
Article 42: Just and humane conditions of work
and maternity relief.
Article 45: Early Childhood Care and Education
(ECCE).
Directive Principles of State Policy support
welfare measures.
ICDS (1975) – Anganwadi-based early
childhood services.
POSHAN Abhiyaan – Nutrition and child
development.
NEP 2020 – Universal Early Childhood Care and
Education.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Improves women's workforce participation.
Supports Early Childhood Care and
Development (ECCD).
Reduces unpaid care burden.
Promotes gender equality and inclusive
growth.

Challenges
Weak regulatory oversight.
No national standards for daycare centres.
Inadequate caregiver training.
Poor inspection and grievance mechanisms.
Limited coverage of the organised sector.
High cost of quality private childcare.

Constitutional Dimension
Furthers Articles 15(3), 21, 39, 42 and 45.
Advances SDG 5 (Gender Equality) and SDG 8
(Decent Work & Economic Growth).

Way Forward
Enact a National Childcare Regulation
Framework.
Mandatory registration and periodic
inspections.
Standardise caregiver qualifications and child-
caregiver ratio.
Mandatory police verification of staff.
Digital grievance redressal mechanism.
Expand quality public crèches through
Anganwadi strengthening.
Encourage employer-supported childcare
through incentives.
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