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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

A captive-bred White-rumped Vulture (Gyps
bengalensis) (radio-tagged Z25) released by the
Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) at
Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve failed to adapt
to natural scavenging behaviour.
Radio telemetry revealed repeated movement
towards human settlements, indicating
dependence on humans for food.
The bird was shifted from Kalaburagi Zoo to
Mudumalai Tiger Reserve for acclimatisation
but died due to electrocution on a power
transmission line before it could be relocated
to a conservation breeding centre.
The incident highlights the importance of radio
telemetry in post-release monitoring and the
threat posed by power infrastructure to large
raptors.

Key Points
White-rumped Vulture

Scientific Name: Gyps bengalensis
IUCN Red List: Critically Endangered
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule I
CITES: Appendix II

Reasons for Population Decline
Veterinary use of Diclofenac causing kidney
failure (visceral gout).
Habitat degradation.
Food scarcity.
Electrocution and collision with power lines.
Poisoning of carcasses.

Conservation Measures
Veterinary Diclofenac banned in 2006.
Meloxicam approved as a vulture-safe
alternative.
Vulture Conservation Breeding Programme
(VCBP) coordinated by BNHS, Central Zoo
Authority and State Forest Departments.
Establishment of Vulture Safe Zones (VSZs).
Captive breeding and reintroduction
programmes.

Radio Telemetry
Tracks movement, dispersal, habitat use and
survival of released animals.

Helps identify mortality causes and behavioural
abnormalities.
Supports evidence-based wildlife management.

Static Linkages
Vultures are obligate scavengers and provide
vital ecosystem services by rapid carcass
disposal.
Decline of vultures increases risks of zoonotic
diseases through growth of feral dog populations.
Keystone species influence ecosystem stability
disproportionately to their population.
Protected Area categories:

National Park
Wildlife Sanctuary
Conservation Reserve
Community Reserve

Important wildlife monitoring techniques:
Radio telemetry
GPS/Satellite telemetry
Camera trapping
GIS & Remote Sensing
DNA-based monitoring

Critical Analysis
Significance

Enables scientific monitoring of reintroduced
species.
Improves conservation planning through real-
time data.
Supports recovery of critically endangered
vultures.
Provides evidence for habitat management.

Challenges
Behavioural conditioning in captivity reduces
post-release survival.
Electrocution from power infrastructure remains
a major threat.
Illegal use of Diclofenac persists.
Habitat fragmentation and declining food
availability.
Limited funding and technical capacity for long-
term monitoring.

Way Forward
Expand Vulture Safe Zones across the species'
range.
Ensure complete enforcement of the Diclofenac
ban.
Promote Meloxicam and other vulture-safe
NSAIDs.
Retrofit power lines with bird diverters and
insulation in priority landscapes.
Strengthen telemetry-based monitoring of
released birds.
Improve pre-release wild-conditioning protocols.
Enhance inter-state coordination for monitoring
migratory movements.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Following military escalation between the U.S.,
Israel and Iran in 2026, both countries agreed
to a temporary truce and initiated diplomatic
talks.
The understanding reportedly included:

Reopening of the Strait of Hormuz.
Limited sanctions relief on Iranian oil
exports.
Discussions on nuclear monitoring by the
IAEA.

The developments have implications for:
Global energy security.
Maritime trade.
Regional security architecture.
India's strategic and economic interests.

Key Points
Strait of HormuzConnects the Persian Gulf
with the Gulf of Oman.
One of the world's most important
maritime choke points.
Around 20% of global petroleum liquids
trade passes through it (U.S. Energy
Information Administration).
IranFounding member of OPEC.
Major producer of crude oil and natural gas.
Located at the crossroads of West Asia,
Central Asia and the Indian Ocean region.
Nuclear IssueIran is a State Party to the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).
Nuclear safeguards are monitored by the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).
India is not a signatory to the NPT.

Regional ImplicationsChanging balance of
power in West Asia.
Greater strategic uncertainty in the Gulf.
Increased importance of maritime security.
Possibility of renewed proxy conflicts.
Implications for IndiaEnergy security.
Crude oil price volatility.
Safety of Indian diaspora.
Security of sea lanes.
Strategic importance of Chabahar Port and
INSTC.

Static Linkages
Important Maritime Choke PointsStrait of
Hormuz
Bab-el-Mandeb
Strait of Malacca
Bosporus
Suez Canal
Panama Canal

International
OrganisationsIAEAHeadquarters:
Vienna, Austria
Promotes peaceful uses of nuclear
energy.
Implements nuclear safeguards.
OPECHeadquarters: Vienna, Austria
Coordinates petroleum policies of
member countries.

Important TreatiesNuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT), 1968
United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea (UNCLOS), 1982
India's PolicyStrategic Autonomy.
Act West engagement.
SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the
Region).

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reduced immediate risk of regional war.
Supports uninterrupted global energy supplies.
Demonstrates growing role of diplomacy in
conflict resolution.
Highlights strategic importance of maritime
choke points.

Challenges
Truce remains fragile.
Iran-Israel rivalry persists.
Risk of proxy warfare.
Possibility of disruption in global energy
markets.
Maritime security concerns in the Persian Gulf
continue.
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India's Concerns
Dependence on imported crude oil.
Safety of Indian nationals in West Asia.
Protection of sea lines of communication
(SLOCs).
Maintaining balanced relations with Iran, Israel,
Gulf countries and the U.S.

Way Forward
Strengthen diplomatic engagement in West
Asia.
Diversify crude oil import sources.
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Enhance maritime domain awareness.
Promote regional confidence-building
measures.
Strengthen counter-terrorism cooperation.
Continue strategic autonomy in foreign policy.

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH



KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Several Indian cities, including Delhi, Bengaluru
and Mussoorie, are facing acute water stress
due to deficient monsoon, groundwater
depletion and increasing demand.
June monsoon rainfall recorded a deficit of
over 40%, aggravating water shortages.
Council on Energy, Environment and Water
(CEEW) reported that:

11 out of 15 major river basins are water-
stressed (<1,700 m³/person/year).
Krishna, Cauvery, Mahi and Tapi river basins
have entered the water scarcity category
(<1,000 m³/person/year).

United Nations University Institute for Water,
Environment and Health (UNU-INWEH) has
warned of global water bankruptcy due to
over-exploitation of rivers and aquifers.

Key Points
India possesses 4% of global freshwater
resources but supports nearly 18% of the
world's population.
India is the largest extractor of groundwater
globally.
Around 80% of freshwater withdrawals are
used in agriculture.
Major causes:

Erratic monsoon and climate change
Groundwater over-extraction
Urbanisation
Water pollution
Poor wastewater treatment
Distribution losses
CEEW RecommendationsClimate-proof
water infrastructure.
Promote treated wastewater reuse.
Expand micro-irrigation.
Improve basin-level water accounting using
AI and smart metering.

Economic PotentialTreated wastewater
economy could generate ₹3 lakh crore and 1
lakh jobs by 2047.

Static Linkages
Entry 17, State List – Water, irrigation, canals,
water supply.
Entry 56, Union List – Regulation and
development of inter-State rivers.
Article 21 – Right to clean drinking water (Judicial
interpretation).
Article 48A – Protection and improvement of
environment.
Article 51A(g) – Fundamental Duty to protect the
environment.
Water Stress: < 1,700 m³/person/year
Water Scarcity: < 1,000 m³/person/year
Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM)
as the guiding principle for sustainable water
governance.

Important Government Initiatives
Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY)
Atal Bhujal Yojana
AMRUT 2.0
National Water Policy (2012)
National Aquifer Mapping Programme (NAQUIM)

Critical Analysis
Significance

Enhances climate resilience.
Improves urban water security.
Reduces dependence on freshwater.
Promotes efficient irrigation.
Supports sustainable agriculture.

Challenges
Over-exploitation of groundwater.
Poor maintenance of water infrastructure.
Low wastewater treatment capacity.
Weak basin-level governance.
Interstate water disputes.
Limited real-time water-use data.
Low adoption of micro-irrigation by small
farmers.

Way Forward
Adopt Integrated River Basin Management.
Scale up treated wastewater reuse.
Expand drip and sprinkler irrigation.
Strengthen groundwater regulation.
Universalise smart water metering.
Improve wastewater treatment infrastructure.
Promote rainwater harvesting and aquifer
recharge.
Encourage crop diversification towards less
water-intensive crops.
Strengthen convergence among JJM, PMKSY and
Atal Bhujal Yojana.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Supreme Court set aside orders of the
NCLT and NCLAT after finding reliance on AI-
generated fictitious legal citations in an
insolvency case.
The Court observed that AI hallucinations are
"invisible, insidious and catastrophic,"
comparing them to the Bhopal Gas Tragedy
analogy to highlight their potential impact on
justice.
The Court reiterated that AI is only an assistive
tool and cannot replace judicial reasoning or
discretion.
The Draft Regulations for Use of Artificial
Intelligence (AI) in Courts, 2026 prohibit AI
from core judicial functions such as
adjudication, sentencing, bail decisions and
assessment of witness credibility.
The Bar Council of India (BCI) has been
directed to frame norms and disciplinary
measures against lawyers using unverified AI-
generated legal material.

Key Points
AI Hallucination: AI-generated false or
fabricated information presented as factual.
AI may be used only for:

Legal research, Translation, Transcription,
Case management, Administrative
assistance

AI cannot be used for:
Judicial decision-making, Sentencing, Bail
determination, Evaluation of evidence,
Witness credibility

The Court held that judgments influenced by
fabricated AI material are legally unsustainable.
Human accountability remains indispensable in
judicial decision-making.

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before Law.
Article 21 – Fair procedure and access to justice.
Articles 32 & 226 – Constitutional remedies.
Rule of Law – Basic feature of the Constitution.

Principles of Natural JusticeAudi Alteram
Partem (Right to be heard)
Nemo Judex in Causa Sua (Rule against bias)
Reasoned decisions

e-Courts Mission Mode Project – Digital
transformation of the judiciary under the
National e-Governance Plan.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Improves legal research and case management.
Reduces administrative workload.
Facilitates translation and digitization of court
records.
Enhances efficiency under the e-Courts Mission
Mode Project.

Challenges
AI hallucinations may fabricate legal
precedents.
Lack of explainability ("Black Box AI").
Algorithmic bias may affect fairness.
Threat to Rule of Law and judicial
independence.
Weakens public confidence if relied upon for
adjudication.

Way Forward
Finalize AI regulations for courts.
Mandate human verification of all AI-generated
legal outputs.
Train judges and lawyers in responsible AI usage.
Develop authenticated Indian legal AI
databases.
Establish AI audit and accountability
mechanisms.
Promote Explainable AI (XAI) in judicial
administration.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Telangana became the 17th State to notify
cancer as a notifiable disease, making reporting
of every diagnosed case mandatory.
India has not declared cancer a nationally
notifiable disease.
ICMR–National Centre for Disease Informatics
and Research (NCDIR) has recommended
nationwide notification to strengthen cancer
surveillance.
According to the WHO–International Agency
for Research on Cancer (IARC) – Global Cancer
Observatory, India's cancer cases are
projected to increase from 1.41 million (2022)
to 2.46 million (2045) (~74% increase).

Key Points
Notifiable Disease: A disease that must be
reported to public health authorities under
prescribed regulations.
India currently estimates cancer burden
through:

Population-Based Cancer Registries
(PBCRs)
Hospital-Based Cancer Registries (HBCRs)

Existing registries cover only 10–16% of India's
population.

Cancer data from the private healthcare sector
remains inadequately captured.
Nationwide notification would improve:

Disease surveillance
Resource allocation
Early detection and screening
Research and policy formulation
Monitoring of regional disease burden

Static Linkages
Health and Hospitals – Entry 6, State List (Seventh
Schedule).
Article 21 – Right to Life includes the Right to
Health (Judicial interpretation).
National Health Policy, 2017 – Prioritises
prevention and control of Non-Communicable
Diseases (NCDs).
National Programme for Prevention and Control
of Non-Communicable Diseases (NP-NCD) –
Screening and management of common cancers,
diabetes, cardiovascular diseases and stroke.
National Cancer Registry Programme (NCRP) –
Coordinated by ICMR-NCDIR.
Population-Based Cancer Registry (PBCR):
Measures cancer incidence in a defined
population.
Hospital-Based Cancer Registry (HBCR): Collects
clinical, treatment and survival data.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Enables reliable estimation of national cancer
burden.
Facilitates evidence-based policymaking.
Strengthens early diagnosis and preventive
healthcare.
Improves allocation of oncology infrastructure
and manpower.
Supports achievement of SDG 3 (Good Health and
Well-being).

Challenges
Limited digital reporting infrastructure.
Poor integration of private healthcare data.
Shortage of trained cancer registrars.
Data privacy and confidentiality concerns.
Variation in reporting standards across States.

Way Forward
Notify cancer as a nationally notifiable disease.
Expand National Cancer Registry Programme
coverage.
Integrate reporting with the Ayushman Bharat
Digital Mission (ABDM).
Mandate reporting by both public and private
healthcare institutions.
Strengthen screening under NP-NCD.
Ensure robust data protection and
interoperability.
Increase investment in oncology infrastructure
and awareness programmes.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The United States completed 250 years of
Independence (1776–2026), highlighting
debates on its future economic model.
The U.S. is entering a new phase of Techno-
Capitalism, driven by Artificial Intelligence (AI),
advanced semiconductors, cloud computing,
biotechnology, and robotics.
This transition is expected to reshape global
trade, manufacturing, labour markets,
geopolitical competition, and international
institutions.
For India, it has implications for India–US
relations, Global Value Chains (GVCs),
semiconductor manufacturing, AI governance,
and economic security.

Key Points
What is Techno-Capitalism?

Economic system where AI, data, algorithms,
computing power, semiconductors and
intellectual property become the primary
drivers of growth.
Greater reliance on automation and intelligent
machines rather than labour-intensive
production.
Competitive advantage shifts from cheap
labour to technological innovation.

Evolution of American Capitalism
1.Industrial Capitalism (19th Century):

Mechanisation, railways and factories.
2.Fordism (20th Century): Mass production and

assembly-line manufacturing.
3.Globalized Capitalism (Late 20th Century):

Expansion of Global Value Chains (GVCs).
4.Techno-Capitalism (21st Century): AI, robotics,

semiconductors, cloud computing and
biotechnology.

Global Implications
Reconfiguration of Global Value Chains (GVCs).

Growing importance of critical technologies and
semiconductor supply chains.
Intensification of US–China technological rivalry.
Increased focus on economic security and strategic
industrial policy.
Rise of AI governance and digital regulations.

India's Significance
Opportunity under the China+1 Strategy.
Supports:

India Semiconductor Mission
IndiaAI Mission
Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme
Digital India
National Quantum Mission

Need to strengthen:
Domestic manufacturing
R&D ecosystem
Skilled workforce
AI governance
Cybersecurity

Static Linkages
Industrial Revolution transformed global production
systems.
Comparative Advantage is dynamic and technology-
driven.
Global Value Chains (GVCs) enhance international
specialization.
Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) promote
innovation.
Industrial policy is increasingly linked with national
security.
Human capital and innovation are key determinants
of economic growth.
Strategic technologies influence geopolitical power.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities

Higher productivity and innovation.
Expansion of high-value manufacturing.
Stronger semiconductor ecosystem.
Growth in AI-driven industries.
Opportunity for India to become an alternative
manufacturing hub.

Challenges
Automation-led job displacement.
Digital divide and skill gaps.
Concentration of market power in Big Tech.
AI ethics, privacy and cybersecurity concerns.
Technology protectionism affecting developing
countries.

Way Forward
Increase R&D expenditure.
Develop semiconductor manufacturing capacity.
Invest in AI and digital skill development.
Strengthen AI governance and data protection.
Promote resilient supply chains.
Deepen India–US cooperation in critical
technologies.
Encourage innovation through startups and
academia-industry collaboration.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The Bombay High Court quashed an
externment order issued against a political
activist for participating in protests against
government decisions.
The Court held that peaceful dissent cannot be
curtailed unless there is credible evidence of
threat to public order, public safety, or public
property.
The judgment reaffirmed that the right to
peaceful protest is an integral part of the
Fundamental Rights guaranteed under Article
19, subject to reasonable restrictions.

Key Points
Peaceful protest is protected under Articles
19(1)(a), 19(1)(b) and 19(1)(c).
Restrictions can be imposed only under
Articles 19(2) & 19(3) on specified
constitutional grounds.
Externment is a preventive measure and
cannot be used arbitrarily to suppress lawful
dissent.
Judicial Review acts as a safeguard against
executive excesses.
Democratic governance requires protection of
constitutional morality, rule of law, and civil
liberties.

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before Law.

Article 19(1)(a) – Freedom of Speech and
Expression.
Article 19(1)(b) – Right to Assemble Peacefully
and Without Arms.
Article 19(1)(c) – Freedom to Form
Associations.
Articles 19(2) & 19(3) – Reasonable Restrictions.
Article 21 – Protection of Life and Personal
Liberty.
Articles 32 & 226 – Constitutional Remedies.
Basic Structure Doctrine.
Rule of Law.
Judicial Review.
Doctrine of Proportionality.
Difference between Law & Order, Public Order,
and Security of the State.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Protects democratic dissent.
Prevents arbitrary executive action.
Reinforces constitutional supremacy.
Strengthens judicial independence.

Challenges
Balancing public order with civil liberties.
Misuse of preventive laws.
Chilling effect on democratic participation.
Need for objective standards while imposing
restrictions.

Way Forward
Ensure restrictions satisfy the test of
reasonableness and proportionality.
Prevent misuse of preventive
detention/externment provisions.
Strengthen police accountability through
judicial oversight.
Promote dialogue before resorting to coercive
measures.
Uphold constitutional values while maintaining
public order.
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