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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

India and Japan reaffirmed their commitment
to a Free, Open and Rules-Based Indo-Pacific
(FOIP) during the bilateral summit.
The two countries signed their first defence co-
development agreement for a Naval Radio
Antenna, marking a new phase in defence
technology cooperation.
Both sides agreed to strengthen:

Maritime Security
Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA)
Defence technology collaboration
Joint naval exercises
Energy security cooperation

India and Japan also signed 129 MoUs in
technology, AI, manufacturing and investment.

Key Points 
Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP):Vision
led by Japan for a region based on:

Rule of Law
Freedom of Navigation
Peaceful Settlement of Disputes
Respect for Sovereignty and Territorial
Integrity
Unimpeded Lawful Commerce

India's Indo-Pacific Vision:Based on SAGAR
(Security and Growth for All in the Region).
Supports a Free, Open, Inclusive and Rules-
Based Indo-Pacific with ASEAN Centrality.
Major OutcomesFirst India–Japan defence
co-development project (Naval Radio
Antenna).
Expansion of Maritime Domain Awareness
(MDA).
Enhanced defence industrial cooperation.
Joint naval exercises in the Indian Ocean.
Cooperation on strategic crude oil
stockpiling.
Economic Cooperation129 MoUs in AI,
manufacturing, digital technologies and
investment.

Maritime Ecology
Maritime Resources
Capacity Building & Resource Sharing
Disaster Risk Reduction
Science, Technology & Academic
Cooperation
Trade Connectivity & Maritime
Transport

UNCLOS (1982)Legal framework governing
oceans.
Provides for:

Territorial Sea (12 NM)
Contiguous Zone (24 NM)
Exclusive Economic Zone (200 NM)
Continental Shelf
Freedom of Navigation

Maritime Domain Awareness
(MDA)Continuous monitoring of maritime
activities for security, safety and law
enforcement.
QuadMembers:

India
Japan
Australia
United States

Not a military alliance.
Focuses on maritime security, resilient
supply chains, emerging technologies,
cyber security, disaster relief and critical
infrastructure.
Malabar ExerciseMultilateral naval exercise
involving Quad countries.
Andaman & Nicobar CommandIndia's first
and only integrated tri-service command.
Strategically located near the Strait of
Malacca.
Strategic Petroleum Reserve
(SPR)Maintained to cushion against global
oil supply disruptions.

Japan remains one of India's
leading sources of Official
Development Assistance (ODA)
and FDI.

Static Linkages
SAGAR (2015): India's maritime
vision for regional security and
inclusive development.

Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative
(IPOI) (2019):Seven pillars:
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Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens India's Indo-Pacific strategy.
Boosts defence indigenisation through co-
development.
Enhances maritime deterrence in the Indian
Ocean Region.
Supports resilient supply chains and trusted
technology partnerships.
Diversifies energy security amid geopolitical
instability.
Reinforces adherence to international maritime
law.

Challenges
China's expanding maritime footprint in the
Indo-Pacific.
Dependence on imported energy.
Technology transfer and export control
restrictions.
Balancing strategic autonomy with deeper
security partnerships.
Rising geopolitical competition in the Indo-
Pacific.

Way Forward
Expand defence co-development under Make
in India.
Strengthen Maritime Domain Awareness
through information-sharing.
Enhance interoperability via regular joint naval
exercises.
Deepen cooperation in semiconductors, AI,
cyber security and critical technologies.
Build resilient supply chains for critical
minerals and strategic sectors.
Promote Blue Economy under the Indo-Pacific
Oceans Initiative.
Uphold UNCLOS and strengthen ASEAN-led
regional architecture.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The Supreme Court set aside an order of the
National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) after
finding that it relied on AI-generated fictitious
judicial precedents.
The Court termed such reliance as
"catastrophic" to the judicial process and
declared zero tolerance towards citing or
relying upon AI-generated hallucinated case
laws.
It directed the Bar Council of India (BCI) to
constitute a committee for framing norms
governing AI use in legal practice.
The Court also referred to the Draft
Regulations for Use of Artificial Intelligence in
Courts, 2026, released for public consultation.

Key Points 
AI Hallucination: AI-generated false, fabricated,
or non-existent information presented as
factual.
AI can be used only as an assistive tool, not as
a substitute for judicial reasoning.
Mandatory human verification of AI-assisted
legal research.
Draft AI Regulations, 2026 propose:

AI only in an assistive role.
Mandatory disclosure of AI-assisted filings.
AI cannot participate in judicial decision-
making.

Supreme Court emphasized that fake precedents:
Undermine the Rule of Law.
Affect judicial credibility.
Violate the integrity of adjudication.

Case involved proceedings under Section 7 of the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), 2016.

Static Linkages 
Constitutional Provisions

Article 14 – Equality before Law.
Article 21 – Fair procedure (judicial
interpretation).
Article 141 – Law declared by the Supreme Court
is binding on all courts.
Article 144 – All authorities shall act in aid of the
Supreme Court.

Legal Institutions
National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT)Established under the Companies Act,
2013.
Adjudicates corporate insolvency under the
IBC, 2016.
National Company Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT)Hears appeals against NCLT orders.
Bar Council of India (BCI)Statutory body under
the Advocates Act, 1961.
Regulates legal profession and legal education.

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), 2016
Section 7 – Financial creditor may initiate
Corporate Insolvency Resolution Process (CIRP).

Governance & AI
AI is classified as an emerging technology
requiring human oversight, transparency and
accountability.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Protects the Rule of Law.
Reinforces judicial accountability.
Encourages responsible AI adoption.
Preserves public confidence in the justice delivery
system.

Challenges
AI hallucinations may go undetected.
Absence of uniform AI governance standards.
Limited AI literacy among legal professionals.
Risk of overdependence on AI-generated
research.

Way Forward
Frame comprehensive AI guidelines for legal
practice.
Make independent verification of AI-generated
content mandatory.
Develop authenticated digital databases of
judicial precedents.
Train judges and lawyers in responsible AI usage.
Promote explainable and accountable AI systems
in governance.

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH



KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The issue of prolonged pre-trial detention has
gained attention after the Supreme Court
denied bail to Umar Khalid and Sharjeel Imam
in the Delhi Riots conspiracy case despite
nearly six years of incarceration without
conclusion of trial.
Divergent judicial views on whether prolonged
delay alone can justify bail under the UAPA
have led to the matter being referred to a
larger Bench of the Supreme Court.
The case raises constitutional questions
regarding the balance between national
security and Article 21 (Right to Life and
Personal Liberty).

Key Points 
Article 21 includes the Right to Speedy Trial.
Article 22 provides safeguards against arbitrary
arrest and detention.
UAPA, 1967 is India's primary anti-terror law.
Section 43D(5), UAPA prescribes stringent
conditions for grant of bail.
Constitutional courts can grant bail where
prolonged incarceration violates Article 21
(Union of India v. K.A. Najeeb, 2021).
Hussainara Khatoon v. State of Bihar (1979):
Right to Speedy Trial recognized as a
Fundamental Right.
Judicial principle: "Bail is the Rule, Jail is the
Exception."
According to NCRB Prison Statistics, around
75% of prisoners in India are undertrials,
indicating systemic delays.

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before Law.
Article 21 – Right to Life and Personal Liberty.

Article 22 – Protection against Arbitrary Arrest.
Article 32 & Article 226 – Constitutional
Remedies.
Rule of Law.
Presumption of Innocence.
Due Process through judicial interpretation.
Special laws vis-à-vis Fundamental Rights.
Separation of Powers.
Judicial Review.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Protects national security through stringent
anti-terror provisions.
Enables investigation of organized terrorist
activities.

Concerns
Prolonged incarceration without trial weakens
Article 21.
Delay may convert process into punishment.
Low conviction rates raise concerns over
misuse of stringent provisions.
Judicial inconsistency affects certainty in
criminal jurisprudence.

Constitutional Issues
National Security vs Individual Liberty.
Rule of Law.
Presumption of Innocence.
Speedy Justice.
Proportionality.

Way Forward
Ensure time-bound disposal of UAPA trials.
Strengthen special courts dealing with
terrorism cases.
Periodic judicial review of prolonged undertrial
detention.
Improve investigation and prosecution
capacity.
Balance national security with Fundamental
Rights through proportionality.
Reduce pendency using digital case
management and judicial reforms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Government of India launched a nationwide
HPV vaccination campaign on 28 February
2026.
The campaign aims to provide free HPV
vaccination to 1.15 crore girls (14–15 years) to
reduce the burden of cervical cancer.
Mandsaur district (Madhya Pradesh) achieved
100% vaccination coverage within 40 days
through a data-driven and behavioural
approach, making it a model for last-mile
healthcare delivery.

Key Points
Cervical Cancer

Second most common cancer among Indian
women.
India accounts for nearly 25% of the global
cervical cancer burden.
Around 1.2 lakh new cases and 80,000 deaths
occur annually (MoHFW/WHO estimates).
Nearly 95% of cervical cancer cases are caused
by persistent infection with high-risk Human
Papillomavirus (HPV).

Human Papillomavirus (HPV)
A sexually transmitted virus.
High-risk types: HPV-16 and HPV-18 cause the
majority of cervical cancer cases.
Vaccination is most effective before exposure
to the virus, hence targeted at adolescent girls.

Mandsaur Model
Identification of beneficiaries using:

Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK)
SAMAGRA ID
Ladli Laxmi Yojana database

Preparation of Village-level Master Line Lists.
Door-to-door verification.
Special focus on:

Denotified Tribes
Nomadic Communities
School Dropouts
Urban Slums

Behavioural Interventions
Application of Nudge Theory.
Repeated counselling for hesitant families.
Community mobilization through:

Panchayats
Schools
Religious leaders
Youth influencers

Public recognition of vaccinated girls.
Digital monitoring and real-time tracking.

Programme Convergence
Integrated with:

Routine Immunisation Programme
Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan (PMSMA)
Antenatal Care Services
School Health Activities

Static Linkages
Article 21 – Right to Health (Judicial Interpretation under
Right to Life).
Article 47 – Duty of the State to improve public health.
Health is primarily a State Subject (State List).
National Health Policy, 2017 emphasizes preventive and
promotive healthcare.
Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP) is India's
flagship immunisation programme.
Behavioural Economics (Nudge Theory):

Proposed by Richard Thaler and Cass Sunstein.
Encourages desirable behaviour through choice
architecture without coercion.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reduces cervical cancer incidence and mortality.
Strengthens preventive healthcare.
Improves adolescent health outcomes.
Demonstrates effective use of digital governance.
Promotes inclusion of vulnerable communities.
Supports SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being).

Challenges
Vaccine hesitancy due to misinformation.
Social stigma around adolescent reproductive health.
Identification of out-of-school girls.
Last-mile healthcare delivery in remote areas.
Cold-chain and logistics management.
Need for sustained awareness campaigns.

Way Forward
Include HPV vaccine under the Universal Immunisation
Programme (UIP).
Strengthen IEC campaigns to counter vaccine myths.
Integrate HPV vaccination with School Health Programme
and Ayushman Bharat Health & Wellness Centres.
Expand digital beneficiary tracking through Ayushman
Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM).
Increase cervical cancer screening among adult women.
Build capacity of ASHA, ANM and Anganwadi workers.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

India's Gross GST collections (June 2026)
increased by 13.9% YoY to ₹1.95 lakh crore.
Growth was driven mainly by Import IGST
(34.6%), while domestic GST collections grew
only 6.5%.
Higher collections largely reflected higher
import values, rupee depreciation, and
imported inflation, rather than robust
domestic economic activity.

Key Points
Gross GST Collection: ₹1.95 lakh crore (June
2026).
Import IGST growth: 34.6%.
Domestic GST growth: 6.5%.
Gold import duty: Increased from 6% to 15%
(May 2026).
Rupee depreciation: Around 6% against the US
dollar.
Eight Core Industries growth (Q1 FY27): 2.8% (vs
~6% in Q1 FY26).
HSBC Manufacturing PMI: 54.2 (Expansion
continues but at a slower pace).
GST taxpayer base increased from 66 lakh
(2017) to over 1.65 crore.

Static Linkages
101st Constitutional Amendment Act, 2016
introduced GST.
Article 246A: Concurrent GST powers to Centre
and States.
Article 269A: Levy and distribution of IGST.
Article 279A: GST Council.
GST is a destination-based, value-added
indirect tax.
Imports are treated as inter-State supplies and
attract IGST.

Eight Core Industries:Coal
Crude Oil
Natural Gas
Refinery Products
Fertilisers
Steel
Cement
Electricity

PMI > 50 indicates expansion.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Higher GST collections strengthen fiscal
position.
Rising taxpayer base indicates greater
formalisation and compliance.
Improved digital tax administration.

Concerns
GST growth driven mainly by imported
inflation, not domestic value addition.
Weak domestic GST reflects subdued
consumption and manufacturing.
Slowing core sector growth signals moderation
in industrial activity.
Persistent issues in Input Tax Credit (ITC),
litigation and Centre-State fiscal relations.

Way Forward
Boost domestic manufacturing and value
addition.
Simplify GST structure and ITC mechanism.
Reduce GST disputes through timely reforms.
Improve export competitiveness.
Maintain macroeconomic stability to contain
imported inflation.
Strengthen GST compliance using technology
and data analytics.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Delhi Government has approved EV Policy
2.0 to accelerate the transition towards zero-
emission mobility and improve urban air
quality.
Key proposals include:

From 1 January 2027: Registration of only
electric three-wheelers and light goods
vehicles.
From 1 April 2028: Registration of only
electric two-wheelers.

The policy aims to reduce transport-sector
emissions, improve public health, and support
India's climate commitments.

Key Points
Transport sector contributes 41% of Delhi's
PM2.5 emissions (NIAS Policy Brief, 2025).
Complete electrification of:

Two-wheelers
Three-wheelers
Light commercial vehicles
 can reduce nearly 35% of transport
emissions, translating into around 15%
reduction in Delhi's PM2.5.

Heavy commercial vehicles and buses account
for nearly 60% of transport emissions; their
electrification offers the greatest pollution
reduction potential.
Estimated benefits (NIAS, 2025):

Around 800 premature deaths avoided
annually.
Around 12,000 Disability-Adjusted Life
Years (DALYs) saved annually.
Annual economic savings of about ₹1,000
crore through reduced healthcare costs
and productivity losses.

Delhi plans to invest ₹15,000 crore over four
years for EV subsidies and charging
infrastructure.

Static Linkages
Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act,
1981
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986
Article 21 – Right to Life includes the Right to a
Clean Environment.
Article 48A – Protection and improvement of
the environment (DPSP).
Article 51A(g) – Fundamental Duty to protect
the environment.
National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) – Target
of up to 40% reduction in PM concentrations by
2026 (base year: 2017).
FAME Scheme and PM E-Drive Scheme promote
electric mobility.
BS-VI emission norms regulate vehicular
emissions.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Targets pollution at its source through
electrification.
Supports India's Net Zero by 2070 commitment.
Improves urban air quality and public health.
Reduces fossil fuel dependence and oil imports.
Promotes domestic EV manufacturing and green
jobs.

Challenges
Policy does not immediately target the highest
polluters (heavy commercial vehicles and
buses).
Inadequate charging infrastructure.
Battery recycling and disposal challenges.
High upfront cost of EVs.
Continued dependence on CNG delays
complete decarbonisation.
Increased electricity demand requires greater
renewable energy integration.

Way Forward
Prioritise electrification of heavy commercial
vehicles and public buses.
Expand fast-charging infrastructure using
renewable energy.
Strengthen battery recycling under Extended
Producer Responsibility (EPR).
Integrate EV policy with NCAP and city-level
clean air action plans.
Promote indigenous battery manufacturing
under the PLI Scheme.
Adopt science-based emission inventories for
policy evaluation.
Ensure long-term policy continuity beyond
political cycles.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Delhi Government has decided to
implement winter anti-pollution measures from
1 November, instead of waiting for severe Air
Quality Index (AQI) levels.
Measures include 50% Work From Home (WFH)
in government and private offices, restrictions
on construction activities, and curbs on
polluting vehicles during the winter season.
The initiative marks a shift from reactive to
preventive air pollution management.

Key Points
Delhi's winter pollution is caused by:

Vehicular emissions
Road and construction dust
Industrial emissions
Biomass and crop residue burning
Adverse meteorological conditions
(temperature inversion, low wind speed)

Delhi's pollution is an airshed issue, requiring
coordinated action across NCR and
neighbouring states.
Long-term mitigation requires:

Cleaner transport
Public transport expansion
Regional emission control
Sustainable urban planning

Static Linkages
Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act,
1981

Environment (Protection) Act, 1986
Commission for Air Quality Management
(CAQM), 2021
Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP)
National Clean Air Programme (NCAP)
National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS)
Article 21 – Right to a clean environment
(Judicial interpretation)
Article 48A – Protection and improvement of
environment
Article 51A(g) – Fundamental duty to protect
the environment

Critical Analysis
Positives

Preventive rather than emergency response.
Reduces public health risks during peak
pollution months.
Encourages cleaner mobility and digital work
culture.
Improves preparedness of institutions and
businesses.

Challenges
WFH has limited impact on informal sector
emissions.
Weak last-mile public transport connectivity.
Regional pollution sources remain outside
Delhi's control.
Seasonal restrictions alone cannot ensure
sustained air quality improvement.

Way Forward
Adopt airshed-based pollution management
across northern India.
Strengthen CAQM-led interstate coordination.
Expand clean public transport and EV
infrastructure.
Reduce biomass and crop residue burning
through sustainable alternatives.
Focus on year-round emission reduction
instead of seasonal restrictions.
Strengthen continuous air quality monitoring
and enforcement.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi visited
India for bilateral summit talks with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
Both leaders reaffirmed commitment to a Free,
Open, Inclusive and Rules-Based Indo-Pacific
(FOIP).
The visit assumes significance amid changing
geopolitical dynamics and concerns over
China's growing regional assertiveness.
Focus areas include maritime security, defence
cooperation, semiconductors, critical minerals,
resilient supply chains, and emerging
technologies.

Why is it Important ?
India–Japan Bilateral Relations
Indo-Pacific Strategy
Quad & Maritime Security
Supply Chain Resilience
Defence Cooperation
Critical Minerals & Semiconductor Ecosystem

Key Points
Strategic Partnership

India and Japan elevated ties to Special
Strategic and Global Partnership (2014).
Shared objective of maintaining a rules-based
international order.

Indo-Pacific Cooperation
Support for:

Freedom of Navigation.
Respect for UNCLOS (1982).

Peaceful settlement of maritime disputes.
Cooperation through:

Quad
Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI)
Supply Chain Resilience Initiative (SCRI)

Defence Cooperation
Bilateral exercises:

Dharma Guardian (Army)
JIMEX (Navy)
Veer Guardian (Air Force)

Logistics cooperation under Acquisition and
Cross-Servicing Agreement (ACSA), 2020.

Economic & Technology Cooperation
Collaboration in:

Semiconductors
Rare earths & critical minerals
Green technologies
Artificial Intelligence
Advanced manufacturing

Japan remains one of India's largest Official
Development Assistance (ODA) partners.

Prelims Enrichment
Important Agreements

Special Strategic and Global Partnership (2014)
ACSA (2020)

Important Groupings
Quad → India, Japan, Australia, USA
SCRI → India, Japan, Australia

Important Exercises
Dharma Guardian
JIMEX
Veer Guardian
Malabar (India, Japan, USA, Australia)

Important Concepts
UNCLOS, 1982
Freedom of Navigation
EEZ – 200 Nautical Miles
Rules-Based International Order
Indo-Pacific

Static Linkages
Act East Policy
SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the
Region)
Strategic Autonomy
Maritime Security
Blue Economy
Official Development Assistance (ODA)
Critical Minerals
Global Value Chains (GVCs)

Mains Value Addition
Significance

Strengthens India's Indo-Pacific strategy.
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Enhances maritime security in the Indian
Ocean.
Diversifies supply chains away from China.
Promotes technology transfer and industrial
cooperation.
Supports India's semiconductor mission.
Improves defence interoperability.

Challenges
China's expanding regional influence.
Delays in infrastructure implementation.
Technology dependence in semiconductor
manufacturing.
Uncertainty in evolving global strategic
alignments.
Limited defence industrial co-production.

Way Forward
Accelerate defence technology co-
development.
Expand semiconductor and critical mineral
partnerships.
Strengthen maritime domain awareness.
Deepen cooperation under Quad and SCRI.
Enhance connectivity and infrastructure
projects.
Promote trusted and resilient supply chains.
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