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Industrial output growth
hits 5-month high of 5.1%

Strong show by manufacturing, electricity, capital, and consumer goods sectors drives growth:
mining and quarrving sector contracts for fifth straight month as govt. further tweaks 1P series

May, down from 61% in
April but faster than the
4.2% growth registered in
May bist year,
“Manufacturing  has
grown by 5.5% which can
e beattributed to a revival in
consumption - both [con-
sumer| durables and non:
durables have done well at
goods, 7.2% and 1.6%, respective-
goods sectors, the latest go- Iv.” Madan Sabnavis, chiel
vernment data show. 006 economist at the Bank of
While releasing the da- sooecr wosm  Baroda, said. “Within dur-
ta, the Ministry of Statistics ables, the auto sector was
and Programme Imple-  Index (WFI) in the mea-  presented in this release  onoe again the keader fol-
mentation also said that it surement of some value-  for all analytical, research,  lowed by computers and
has further tweaked the based outputs in the P and policy purposes™ other ebectronic goods.”
new serfes of the Index of  and has instead adopted According  to Rahul The: electricity and gas
Industrial Production (IIF),  the Producer Price Index  Agrawal, principal econo-  supply  category  saw
which had first been re-

NEW DELHI Growth accelerates

rowth in industrial
activity quickened
w a fivemonth
high of 5.1% in May, bu-
oyed by stronger perfor-

and consumer

(PP for the purpose. "Ac-  mist at the ICRA, this  growth quicken to a two-
leased on June | The new  condingly, the present re-  change has “bed to material  year high of 9.9%, driven
series has an updated base  lease supersedes the ear-  changes in growth across by a delayed monsoon and
year of 2022-23 and incor- lier WPl-hased P 202223 segments such higher The
porates new data sources,  series released on st Jurse  turing ane is also likely to  mining and quarrying sec-

It explained that it has 2006 the release said. lead to revisions in the tor contracted by L6%. the
decided to discontinue the  “Users are advised to use  GDP' data”. The manufac:  fifth consecutive month of
use of the Wholesale Price  the PPlbased IIP series  turing sector grew 5.5% in  contraction.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

India's Index of Industrial Production (IIP) grew
by 5.1% in May 2026, the highest growth in the
last five months.

Growth was led by manufacturing, electricity
and capital goods, indicating improving
industrial activity.

The Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI) revised the newly
introduced IIP Series (Base Year: 2022-23).
Producer Price Index (PPI) has replaced the
Wholesale Price Index (WPI) for estimating
value-based outputs in the IIP.

The revised PPI-based IIP series will now be
used for official policy, research and analytical
purposes.

Key Points

Index of Industrial Production (lIP): Monthly
indicator measuring the volume of industrial
production.

Compiled by: Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation (MoSPI).

Base Year: 2022-23.

Industrial Growth (May 2026): 5.1%.
Manufacturing Growth: 5.5%.

Electricity & Gas: 9.9%.

Mining & Quarrying: -1.6% (continued
contraction).

Consumer Durables and Capital Goods
recorded robust growth, indicating improving
demand and investment.

Adoption of PPl aligns India's industrial
statistics with international statistical
practices.

Methodological revision may lead to revision in
GDP estimates, as IIP is an important input for
estimating industrial Gross Value Added (GVA).

Static Linkages

[IP measures volume, not value or prices.

Three sectors covered:

o Mining

o Manufacturing

o Electricity

Use-based classification:
Primary Goods
Capital Goods
Intermediate Goods
Infrastructure/Construction Goods
Consumer Durables
Consumer Non-Durables

Manufacturing carries the highest weight in lIP.
[IP is a high-frequency indicator of industrial
performance.

Industrial sector contributes to Gross Value
Added (GVA), which forms the basis for GDP
estimation.

Producer Price Index (PPI) measures prices
received by producers before wholesale or
retail margins.
Wholesale Price Index (WPI) measures price
changes at the wholesale level.
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Critical Analysis
Significance

Indicates improving industrial momentum.
Strong manufacturing supports economic
growth.

Capital goods growth reflects investment
recovery.

PPIl-based methodology improves statistical
reliability.

Updated base year better captures structural
changes in the economy.

Challenges

Persistent contraction in mining sector.
Electricity growth influenced by temporary
weather factors.

Methodological revisions may affect historical
comparability.

Industrial growth remains uneven across
sectors.

Way Forward

Strengthen mining sector reforms.

Improve manufacturing competitiveness
through technology adoption.

Enhance industrial infrastructure and logistics.
Continue periodic revision of statistical
methodologies.

Promote investment in capital-intensive
industries.

Improve quality and coverage of producer
price statistics.



Radio-tagged white-rumped vulture electrocuted

Rahan Prembumar
UDHAGAMANDALAM

A captive-bred,  radio-
tagged white-rumped vul-
ture (Gyps bemgalensis) that
was released earlier this
year at the Mudumalal Tig-
er Reserve in Nilgiris dis-
wrict of Tamil Nadu was
electrocuted on Sundiay.

The bird came into con-
tact with a power line and
wils killed at Ebbanad vil-
lage overlooking the Sigur
plateaw, Forest Depart
mient officials said.

The bird, initally re-
leased in the Tadoba-And-
hari Tiger Reserve in Maha-
rashira in December 20025,
miade irs way into Kamats-
ka, where it had o be cap-
wred and wreated afier
showing signs of illness,

In April, the Bombay
Natural History Society
(BNHS) and the Karnataka
Forest Department  had

i -l
Thee radio-taged viture that
was electrocuted en Sunday.
ML SATHVAMOORTIY.

discussions  with  their
counterparts in Tamil Na-
du and received permis-
sion to release the bird in
the Mudumalal Tiger ke-
serve, which is home to the
last sizeable population of
white-rumped suliures in
South India.

Failed to acclimatise

Foresters hoped the bird

‘woulkd associate with other
and acclimatise to

the region. However, offi
clals mid the release
proved to be more difficult
than expected, with the
vulture failing 1o acclima:
fise to its new surround:
ing= and embarking on ex-
ploratory  forays  around
the tiger reserve, inchuding
1o Guealur, and kser up
the slopes towards Kallat-
ty and Ebbanad.

“We had capiured the
bird mautiple times and re-
eased it into the Sigur,
hoping it would acclima:
tise,” said R. Kiruba Shan-
Kar, Field Director of Mu:

during one the bird’s ex-
plorations of Ebbanad in
the Nilgiris fores division,
it came into contact with a
power line and was killed,
officials from the forest de-
partment confirmed,

The death of the wultme
has signalled the end of the

KEY HIGHLIGHTS"

Context

first aternpied reintroduc-
tion of a captively-bred
bird of the species into the
landscape and could have
consequences for conser-
vation policies in the fu-
ture.

Identifying threats

“There have bng been
calls for captive-bred birds
o be relexsed into Mudy-
malai to bolster popula-
tions. With this reintroduc-
tion having failed, steps
must be taken to identify
why the bird was unable to
adapt and alse wo identify
the threats to the endan-

v gered species, such as pow-

er lines which have led to
multiple vulmire desths in
thhee region over the Last few
years,” sl a conservation-
st o thee Nikgiris,

5. Bharathidsan, secre-
tary of Arulagam, a.conser-
vation NGO working on
protecting vultures in the

region, said power lines
that cross through vulture
habitats need to be rein-
forced with bunch-cabling
and necd to be insubated 1o
prevent birds and other
wildlife from being acci-
dentally electrocuted.
“We will have discus-
sions with the BNHS and
other researchers 1o un-
derstand the reasons for
why this particular bird
wais unable 1o acclimatise
and adapt. We will also
find out if the other cap-
tive-bred birds released in
other pans oo have faced
similar challenges,” sald
Mr. Kiruba Shankar.
Besldes, The Forest De-
panment s would also
looking into the: possibily
of adapeing power infras-
wructure in the region to-
wards minimising threats
0 avian species, such asin-
stalling bird diverters on
transmission lines,

* A captive-bred White-rumped Vulture (Gyps
bengalensis) released in Mudumalai Tiger
Reserve (Tamil Nadu) was electrocuted after
colliding with a power line.

e |t was the first reintroduction attempt of a
captive-bred White-rumped Vulture in South
India, undertaken by the Bombay Natural
History Society (BNHS) and State Forest
Departments.

* Theincident highlights the challenges of
species reintroduction, power-line mortality,
and habitat management.

Key Points
White-rumped Vulture
e Scientific Name: Gyps bengalensis
e |[UCN Red List: Critically Endangered
e Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule |
e CITES: Appendix Il
Importance
e Natural scavenger that removes carcasses

rapidly.

* Prevents spread of zoonotic diseases.
e Acts as anindicator of ecosystem health.
Causes of Population Decline
e Veterinary Diclofenac poisoning (major cause).

e Power-line collision and electrocution.

* Habitat degradation.

* Decline in food availability.

e Disturbance at nesting sites.
Government Initiatives
e Action Plan for Vulture Conservation in India
(2020-2025).

e Establishment of Vulture Conservation

Breeding Centres (VCBCs).
* Promotion of Meloxicam as a safe veterinary
alternative.

¢ Development of Vulture Safe Zones (VSZs).
* Monitoring through radio/satellite telemetry.
Static Linkages
* In-situ conservation: Protection of species in
their natural habitat.

* Ex-situ conservation: Captive breeding
followed by scientific reintroduction.

e Species reintroduction requires:

o Suitable habitat

o Threat-free environment

o Genetic diversity

o Long-term post-release monitoring

e Linear infrastructure (power lines, roads,
railways) is an important source of wildlife
mortality.

e Scavengers provide essential ecosystem
services by nutrient recycling and disease
control.

¢ Diclofenac is toxic to Gyps vultures, whereas
Meloxicam is considered vulture-safe.

Critical Analysis
Significance

¢ Demonstrates the complexity of restoring
critically endangered species.

e Highlights the importance of scientific
monitoring after release.

e Reinforces the need for wildlife-friendly
infrastructure.

Challenges

e Captive-bred birds may fail to adapt to wild
conditions.

e Unsafe power infrastructure remains a major
mortality factor.

e Conservation requires coordination among
Forest Departments, power utilities and
research institutions.

e Existing threats reduce the success of
reintroduction programmes.

Way Forward

¢ Insulate power lines and install bird diverters in
vulture habitats.

e Expand scientifically managed Vulture Safe
Zones.

e Strengthen enforcement against illegal
veterinary Diclofenac.

* Improve behavioural conditioning before
release.

e |ncrease satellite-based post-release
monitoring.

* Integrate wildlife safeguards into infrastructure
planning.

e Promote landscape-level conservation across
State boundaries.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

* A policy proposal advocates treating Artificial
Intelligence (Al) as the next generation of
Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) by providing
affordable/free Al inference tokens for
research institutions, universities, schools and
startups.

e The proposal draws parallels with India's
successful digital public goods such as
Aadhaar, UPI and affordable internet, arguing
that Al access can become a catalyst for
productivity-led economic growth.

e [trecommends a National Al Token Policy,
sovereign Al infrastructure, open-source Al
adoption and diversified compute hardware to
strengthen India's Al ecosystem.

Key Points
¢ [ndia spends ~0.65% of GDP on R&D,
significantly lower than:

o China-~2.4%

o USA--~3.5%

o South Korea - ~4.9%

o Israel - ~5.4%

o (UNESCO/OECD)

¢ [ndiaAl Mission (2024) has an approved outlay
of ¥10,371.92 crore to build India's Al
ecosystem.

* Proposal suggests:

o Free Al inference tokens for premier R&D
institutions, universities and selected
schools.

o Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) with
global cloud providers.

Myl-es'kﬂfslw\ n -1|| meww

h e exprial e personal

o Development of sovereign Al compute
infrastructure.
Adoption of open-source foundation models.
Diversification of Al hardware ecosystem to reduce
vendor dependence.

Al applications envisaged in:

Agriculture

Healthcare

Education

Judiciary

Scientific Research

Governance
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Static Linkages

IndiaAl Mission.

National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence (NITI Aayog,
#AIForAll).

Digital India Programme.

India Semiconductor Mission.

Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF),
2023.

National Supercomputing Mission.

Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023.

Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI).

Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model.
Open-source software ecosystem.

Critical Analysis
Potential Benefits

Accelerates Al research and innovation.
Democratizes Al access for academia and startups.
Strengthens Digital Public Infrastructure.

Promotes indigenous Al ecosystem.

Enhances productivity across sectors.

Reduces dependence on proprietary foreign Al
services.

Supports development of Indic-language Al models.

Challenges

Low public expenditure on R&D.

Heavy dependence on imported Al chips.

Limited domestic Al compute capacity.

Data privacy and cybersecurity concerns.

High energy requirements of Al infrastructure.
Shortage of advanced Al researchers.

Need for responsible Al governance and regulation.

Way Forward

Increase R&D expenditure towards 2% of GDP.
Fast-track implementation of the IndiaAl Mission.
Expand sovereign Al compute infrastructure.
Strengthen semiconductor manufacturing under the
India Semiconductor Mission.

Promote open-source and indigenous Al foundation
models.

Develop secure Al governance and data protection
frameworks.

Invest in Al skilling, research institutions and Centres of
Excellence.

Encourage academia-industry collaboration through
PPP.

Integrate Al into governance while ensuring
transparency, accountability and ethical use.



Preparing India for China’s missile challenge
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* China has deployed 200+ conventional missile
launchers opposite India, significantly
enhancing its long-range precision strike
capability.

* The debate has gained importance over the
establishment of an Integrated Rocket Force to
strengthen India's conventional deterrence
and operational preparedness.

* Theissue is closely linked to border security,
defence modernisation, joint military reforms,
and indigenous missile development.

Key Points
China's Missile Capability
e PLA Rocket Force (PLARF) is responsible for
China's land-based missile arsenal.
* Major missile bases relevant to India:
o Korla (Xinjiang)
o Kunming (Yunnan)
Major Missile Systems
* DF-15B = SRBM = ~600 km = Tactical
battlefield strikes
e DF-16 = SRBM/MRBM = ~1,000 km = Precision
conventional strikes
e DF-21C=MRBM =~1,700 km = Operational-
level strikes
e DF-26 =IRBM =~4,000 km = Dual-capable
(Conventional/Nuclear)
e DF-100 = Hypersonic = Long-range = Deep
precision strike
India's Capability
e Agni series (strategic ballistic missiles)
e BrahMos (supersonic cruise missile)
* Nirbhay / LR-LACM (long-range cruise missile)
¢ Pinaka (multi-barrel rocket launcher)
Key Concerns
e Absence of a dedicated Rocket Force
Command.
e Limited conventional long-range missile
inventory.

Developing hypersonic strike capability.
Need for integrated ISR (Intelligence,
Surveillance & Reconnaissance).

Static Linkages

PLA Rocket Force (PLARF) is one of China's five
military services.

Ballistic missiles follow a ballistic trajectory;
cruise missiles remain guided throughout
flight.

Hypersonic weapons travel at Mach 5 or above
with high manoeuvrability.

IRBM: 3,000-5,500 km.

MRBM: 1,000-3,000 km.

Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) promotes
jointness among the three Services.

Strategic Forces Command (SFC) manages
India's nuclear delivery systems under the
Nuclear Command Authority.

DRDO is India's principal missile research
organisation.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens conventional deterrence.
Enhances long-range precision strike
capability.

Supports integrated theatre operations.
Improves strategic stability through reciprocal
vulnerability.

Challenges

Technological gaps in hypersonic systems.
Dependence on imported critical components.
Limited missile stockpiles.

Requirement of integrated command-and-
control architecture.

High financial and technological costs.

Way Forward

Establish an Integrated Rocket Force under the
CDS.

Expand MRBM, IRBM and long-range cruise
missile inventories.

Accelerate indigenous hypersonic weapon
programmes.

Improve satellite-based ISR and targeting
capability.

Harden military infrastructure and disperse
critical assets.

Increase private-sector participation in missile
manufacturing.

Strengthen defence R&D under Atmanirbhar
Bharat.



- -
Caught in the middle
India must prioritise reduction of harm
from drug abuse

ndia is located between two major drug-pro-
l ducing regions: Afghanistan, Pakistan, and

Iran to the west and Myanmar, Thailand,
and Laos to the east. While the West has histori-
cally dominated heroin production, the Interna-
ticnal Narcotics Control Board has said Myanmar
has become the world's leading source of illicit
opium while East and Southeast Asia remain ma-
jor sources of methamphetamine. Officials have
said drugs are being received at Gujarat, Kerala,
and Tamil Nadu via maritime routes. Similarly,
some drugs are produced domestically using ille-
gally diverted pharmaceutical ingredients, aided
by the fact that individuals possessing small
quantities of heroin can attract up to six months’
imprisonment, whereas rs that cannot
account for lakhs of doses often face only slaps
on the wrist. The rise of Myanmar, where the ter-
ritory under ethnic armed organisations is ex-
panding, as a key source is also troubling since it
shares a border with India. The Narcotics Control
Bureau has noted a dramatic surge in the use of
drones to smuggle drugs across borders, espe-
cially over Punjab. Traffickers are organising over
the darknet and using cryptocurrencies. The pil-
lars of India’s response thus aim to keep the en-
forcement regime from being out-innovated and
improve regulatory certainey.

States are trying to adopt a ‘whole of society”
approach recognising the public health and so-
cial dimensions. However, India needs o do
more, Physical abuse and forced detoxification
are frequently reported from many private
centres. Punjab has an extensive network of de
addiction centres providing opioid substitution
therapy, and some northeastern States to a se-
condary extent, but most large States have much
less access relative to need. Most Integrated Reh-
abilitation Centres for Addicts are located in ur-
ban areas whereas the highest density of addicts
in Punjab are in border villages and rural pock-
¢ts. Likewise, relapse is often treated as a moral
fallure and many addicts avoid government
centres fearing social ostracisation, particularly
in rural North India. The persistence of criminal
records for small-scale possession prevents youth
from getting jobs, reducing their odds of escap-
ing the drug-crime cycle. Although the MNasha
Mukr Bharat Abhiyaan has said it has sensitised
over six crore women, facdilities dedicated to wio-
men are scarce and concentrated in urban areas;
stigma, caregiving responsibilities, and lack of
gender-responsive treatment keep many women
from seeking or completing care. Finally, as evi-
dence shows, disrupted supply can drive many
users to cheaper alternatives unless accompa-
nied by effective treatment. India must therefore
shift public focus from seizures and arrests to the
number of lives restored.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

¢ [ndia lies between the Golden Crescent
(Afghanistan—-Pakistan-Iran) and the Golden
Triangle (Myanmar-Thailand-Laos), making it
highly vulnerable to narcotics trafficking.

* The International Narcotics Control Board
(INCB) identifies Myanmar as the world's
leading source of illicit opium, while East and
Southeast Asia remain major
methamphetamine-producing regions.

e The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) reports
increasing use of drones, maritime routes,
darknet platforms, and cryptocurrencies for
drug trafficking.

* Theissue demands a balance between internal
security, border management, and public
health.

Key Points
Drug Trafficking

e Golden Crescent: Major source of heroin.

e Golden Triangle: Major source of opium and

synthetic drugs.
e Major trafficking routes:
o Land borders (Punjab, Rajasthan,
Northeast)

o Maritime routes (Gujarat, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu)
o Drone-based cross-border smuggling.
Emerging Trends
e Diversion of pharmaceutical precursor
chemicals.
* Increased use of:
o Cryptocurrencies
o Darknet marketplaces
o Encrypted communication
o Drones
Drug Abuse
e Uneven availability of de-addiction centres
across States.
e Rural and border districts remain underserved.
e High relapse due to inadequate rehabilitation.
* Women face stigma and limited gender-
responsive treatment.
Government Initiatives
e NDPS Act, 1985
* Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB)
* Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan (2020)
¢ National Action Plan for Drug Demand
Reduction (NAPDDR)
¢ Integrated Rehabilitation Centres for Addicts
(IRCASs)
e Seizure Information Management System
(SIMS)

Static Linkages
e Article 47: State shall improve public health
and prohibit intoxicating drugs except for
medicinal purposes.
e Drug trafficking is a major form of organised
transnational crime.
¢ Closely linked with:
o Terror financing
o Money laundering
o |llegal arms trafficking
o Human trafficking
e PMLA, 2002 applies to proceeds from NDPS
offences.
e |Indiais a party to:
o Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs (1961)
o Convention on Psychotropic Substances
(1971)
o UN Convention Against Illicit Traffic in
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (1988)

Critical Analysis
Challenges
e Porous international borders.
¢ [nstability in Myanmar fuels trafficking.



Technology-enabled smuggling (drones,
darknet, crypto).

Weak regulation of precursor chemicals.
Inadequate rehabilitation infrastructure.
Stigma and criminalisation of addicts.
Limited women-centric treatment facilities.

Significance

Threatens national security.

Fuels organised crime and terror financing.
Weakens demographic dividend through youth
addiction.

Increases public health burden.

Undermines border governance.

Way Forward

Strengthen smart border management with
anti-drone systems.

Enhance coastal surveillance and maritime
intelligence.

Tighten regulation of pharmaceutical precursor
chemicals.

Expand de-addiction facilities in rural and
border areas.

Promote community-based rehabilitation.
Improve coordination among NCB, BSF, Coast
Guard, and State Police.

Strengthen cooperation through UNODC, INCB,
and regional intelligence-sharing.

Prioritise demand reduction, rehabilitation,
and social reintegration alongside
enforcement.
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space for civil society
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

The Foreign Contribution (Regulation)
Amendment Rules, 2026 have expanded
compliance requirements for organisations
receiving foreign contributions under the
FCRA, 2010.

The Rules widen reporting obligations beyond
financial disclosures and prescribe additional
conditions regarding organisational activities.
The amendments have revived debates on the
balance between national security, regulatory
oversight, and constitutional freedoms.

Key Points
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010

Administered by the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA).
Regulates acceptance and utilisation of foreign
contributions and foreign hospitality.
Objective:
o Protect sovereignty and integrity of India.
o Safeguard national security, public interest
and democratic institutions.
o Ensure transparency in utilisation of foreign
funds.

Important Changes under FCRA Rules, 2026

Expanded disclosure requirements relating to:
o Publications
o Official websites
o Social media accounts
o Institutional activities
Organisations must specify intended
operational States.

Enhanced compliance and reporting
obligations.

Increased executive oversight over foreign-
funded organisations.

Issues

The term "proselytisation" is referred to in the
Rules but is not defined under the FCRA Act or
Rules.

Raises concerns regarding administrative
discretion and legal certainty.

Greater compliance burden for NGOs and
charitable institutions.

Concerns over reduced transparency in FCRA
administration.

Static Linkages

Article 14 - Equality before Law.

Article 19(1)(c) - Freedom to form associations.
Article 19(4) - Reasonable restrictions.
Articles 25-28 - Freedom of Religion.
Articles 29-30 - Minority Educational Rights.
Article 21 - Right to Privacy (Informational
Privacy).

Delegated Legislation.

Doctrine of Ultra Vires.

Rule of Law.

Natural Justice.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Strengthens monitoring of foreign
contributions.

Enhances financial accountability.
Addresses concerns relating to national
security.

Improves regulatory oversight.

Concerns

Increased compliance burden.

Undefined legal terminology may enable
discretionary interpretation.

Possible impact on institutional autonomy.
Reduced transparency in regulatory actions.
Potential constitutional challenges on grounds
of proportionality and reasonableness.

Way Forward

Clearly define ambiguous legal terms.

Ensure delegated legislation remains within the
parent Act.

Balance regulatory oversight with
constitutional freedoms.

Increase transparency in FCRA administration.
Adopt risk-based compliance mechanisms.
Strengthen independent appellate and
grievance mechanisms.



For peace deal, first
protect ceasefire

HE FOUR-dary cyele of attacks may have subsided, but
it underseores how fragile the nearly two-week-old
ceasefire between Iran and the US continues to be, At
the centre of the renewed tensions, again, is the Strait
of Hormuz. A Singapore-flagged container ship that Iran is ac-
cused ef striking last Thursday wasusing the toll -free temporary
shipping route announced by Oman in coordination withthe In-
ternational Maritime Organisation. The incident prompted a US
military response, triggering further exchanges, with the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps waming that ships transiting the
Strait of Hormuz must use only the “authorised route” through
Iranian territorial waters. Clearty, Tehran regards control over the
Stralt as a strategle lever, worth risking the ceasefire for, even if
preserving it could bring substantial ceonomic relief.

Adding to the uncertainty isthe ambiguous language of the
Memorandim of U While it requires Iran to“make
arrangements using its best efforts for the safe passage of com-
mercial vessels” through the Strait of Hormuez for 60 days, it does
not define what those “arrangements™ entail. Tehran'sinterpre-
tation appears to be that it alone can determine the routes com-
mercial ships must follow, The vague language is now being ex-
ploited, asboth sidesaccuse the otherof violating the agreement.
Theother problem is Lebanon. The US-brokered security agree-
mient between Lebanonand lsraed, signed on Friday, provides for
aphased Israeli withdrawal from parts of the south alongsidethe
deployment of the Lebanese Army, contingent on the dismant-
ling of Hezbollah. Iran has, however, displayed its willingness to
closethe Straitand resume hostilidesifitbelleves the agreement’s
terms on Lebanon are being violated by the US and Ismel. With
competing interpretations of the MolJ, interlinked ceasefires,
continuing proxy conflicts and overlapping security arrange-
menis all pulling in different directions, any one of these fault
lines could triggera wider conflagration.

The situation remains in flux. The fallout of the instabilivy ex-
tends far beyond the region and the energy sector, disnupting glo-
bal supply chains, and countries the world over. The economie
and military costs of an escalation appearto have given bothsides
an incentive to seek pathways to preserve the ceasefire frame-
work. Sustained diplfomatic engagement and a shared commit-
ment to resobving the differences will be needed to prevent aspl-
ralling of the conflict. This will be tested on Tuesday in Qatar
where the twosides are expected to meet for talks.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

The Iran-US ceasefire remains fragile amid
renewed tensions over the Strait of Hormuz.
Iran allegedly attacked a commercial vessel
using a temporary shipping corridor
coordinated by Oman and the International
Maritime Organization (IMO).

Iran asserted that commercial ships should use
only routes authorised through its territorial
waters, raising concerns over freedom of
navigation.

Simultaneous tensions involving Lebanon,
Israel and Hezbollah have increased the risk of
wider regional instability.

The developments have renewed concerns
regarding global energy security, maritime
trade and India's strategic interests.

Key Points

o Strait of HormuzConnects the Persian Gulf
with the Gulf of Oman and the Arabian Sea.
o Bordered by Iran (North) and Oman & UAE
(South).
o One of the world's most critical maritime
chokepoints.
Around one-fifth of global petroleum liquids
consumption passes through the Strait.
(Source: U.S. Energy Information
Administration)
Major exporters: Saudi Arabia, Iraq, UAE,
Kuwait, Qatar and Iran.
Any disruption may lead to:

Spike in crude oil and LNG prices.

Supply chain disruptions.

Higher freight and insurance costs.
Global inflationary pressures.

India imports nearly 85% of its crude oil
requirement, making Gulf stability crucial for
energy security.

O O O

o

Static Linkages

UNCLOS, 1982 provides for Transit Passage
through international straits used for
international navigation.

Strait of Hormuz is a major Sea Line of
Communication (SLOC).

Maritime chokepoints are critical for global
trade and energy security.

Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) enhance
national energy resilience.

Freedom of navigation is an essential principle
of international maritime law.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strait remains the world's most important oil
transit chokepoint.

Stability is essential for global energy markets.
Direct implications for India's energy security
and current account balance.

Reinforces the strategic importance of the
Indian Ocean Region (IOR).

Challenges

Ambiguity in ceasefire arrangements.
Possibility of disruption by state and non-state
actors.

Escalation of proxy conflicts.

Increased shipping and insurance costs.
Vulnerability of energy-import dependent
countries like India.

Way Forward

Strengthen diplomatic engagement through
regional and multilateral platforms.

Uphold UNCLOS and freedom of navigation
principles.

Diversify India's crude oil import sources.
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Accelerate renewable energy and green
hydrogen adoption.

Enhance maritime domain awareness and naval
cooperation in the Indian Ocean Region.



Overheated Europe,
Underprepared world

ORSEVERAL years, weather extremes seermed a distant

crisis for much of the Western world. The devastating

heatwave of 2023 did leave an imprint on the ecological

consciousness of a section of Europeans, But it’s only
been about a decade since people outside the developing world
began to feel the impact of global warming acutely. In Europe,
temperature records were broken during the summers of 2019,
2022and 2023 The hot weather has been particularly distressing
for people across the continent this year, Temperatures have ex-
ceeded 40 degrees Celsius in several countries, red alerts have
ransport systems have been disrupted, and health services have
comeunder immense pressure. The UK has necorded its hottest
June day on record, while Spain, Fortugal, Belgium, the Nether-
lands and Germany have all experienced conditions that unt] re-
cently would have been considered highly unusual. The exact
ol taken by the climate vagaries is not yet known, but the tragedy
of peopledrowning in France after jumping into rivers and canals
to escape the heat underscores the severity of the erisis.

Municipalities in several parts of Europeare now discussing
cooling centres, expanding green spaces, redesigning buildings,
framing heat action plans and Improving emergency response
systems. Such conversations are necessary in a continent where
buildings are designed to retain warmth. But adaptation ad-
dresses only one sideof the problem. The European heat crisisis
areminderofsomethingscientists havealways asserted: Climate
changeis an interconnected planetary emergency. For instance,
thecurrent weather pattern, a blocked high-pressure system trap-
ping hot air over Europe and drawing warm air up from the Sa-
hara, ks not unsual in European summers., But climate change
has made such occurrences more frequent and exacting, es-
peclally because Europe ks the fastest-warming continent.
Dedays inglobal warming mitigationimpose burdens all over

theworld, Most Buropean countries have taken initiativestocut
net GHG emissions to negligible levels. But many of these plans
havebeencriticised for being vague on near-term accountability,
Ambitious emissions reductions are indispensable, Equally criti-
calisensuring that Europe honoursits financial and technologi-
calcommitmentsto developingeountries. The heatwave should
alert its policymakers to the fact that every unfulfilled cdimate
promise makes future heatwaves more dangepous.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

Europe witnessed severe heatwaves (June-
July 2026) with temperatures exceeding 40°C
in several countries.

France, Spain, Portugal, Germany, Belgium, the
Netherlands and the UK experienced record-
breaking temperatures, disrupting transport,
education and public health services.
Scientists attribute the event to a blocking
high-pressure system, whose impacts have
been intensified by anthropogenic climate
change.

The event reinforces the urgency of climate
adaptation, mitigation and fulfilment of global
climate commitments under the UNFCCC and
the Paris Agreement.

Key Points

Europe is the fastest-warming continent,
warming nearly twice as fast as the global
average (WMO).
Climate change has increased the frequency,
intensity and duration of heatwaves.
Heatwaves are recognised as one of the
deadliest weather-related disasters globally.
Urban areas experience higher temperatures
due to the Urban Heat Island (UHI) effect.
European countries are strengthening:

o Heat Action Plans (HAPs)

o Early Warning Systems

o Climate-resilient urban planning

o Cooling centres and green infrastructure

Developed countries are expected to fulfil
commitments on:
o Climate finance (New Collective Quantified
Goal under UNFCCC)
o Technology transfer
o Capacity building for developing countries.

Static Linkages

Greenhouse Effect and Global Warming.
Weather vs Climate.

Heatwave conditions (high temperature +
atmospheric stability).

Blocking High-Pressure System.

Urban Heat Island Effect.

Climate Adaptation vs Climate Mitigation.
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs).
Paris Agreement (2015).

UNFCCC (1992).

IPCC Assessment Reports.

Climate Finance and Loss & Damage Fund.
Heat Action Plans (NDMA Guidelines).

Critical Analysis
Significance

Highlights climate change as a global systemic
challenge.

Demonstrates the growing importance of heat
resilience in urban planning.

Reinforces the need for stronger global
cooperation on mitigation.

Challenges

Increasing mortality and health risks.
Stress on power, water and transport
infrastructure.

Higher incidence of droughts and wildfires.
Slow progress in achieving global emission
reduction targets.

Gap between climate finance commitments
and actual disbursement.

Way Forward

Accelerate implementation of NDCs.
Strengthen Heat Action Plans using scientific
forecasts.

Expand urban green cover and climate-resilient
infrastructure.

Improve early warning and emergency
response systems.

Ensure timely delivery of climate finance and
technology transfer.

Promote sustainable urban planning to reduce
heat vulnerability.



Behind Europe’s heatwave,
climate change the culprit
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

andoompel-

o Increasing frequency, duration and
intensity of heatwaves.

o High urbanisation leading to Urban Heat
Island effect.

o Growing impacts on health, agriculture,
water resources and energy demand.

o Climate Attribution ScienceQuantifies the
influence of anthropogenic climate change
on specific extreme weather events.

o Strengthens scientific evidence for climate
policy, disaster preparedness and
adaptation planning.

Static Linkages

Heatwave: Prolonged period of abnormally
high temperatures relative to local climatology.
Climate vs Weather: Climate represents long-
term average weather (230 years); weather is
short-term atmospheric conditions.

e A World Weather Attribution (WWA) study

concluded that the ongoing European
heatwave is primarily caused by anthropogenic
climate change, with ENSO (EL Nifio) having no
significant role.

The WHO stated that Europe is the fastest-
warming continent, warming at nearly twice the
global average.

Around 45% of 854 European cities analyzed
either broke or were forecast to break historic
heat-stress records.

The event highlights the growing importance of
climate attribution science in understanding
extreme weather events and guiding climate

policy.

Key Points

o World Weather Attribution
(WWA):International scientific initiative that
conducts rapid attribution studies of
extreme weather events.

o Uses climate models and observational
data to assess the role of human-induced
climate change.

o Major FindingsPresent heatwave would
have been virtually impossible without
climate change.

o Daytime extreme temperatures are ~10
times more likely due to climate change.

o Extreme nighttime temperatures are ~100
times more likely than in 2003.

o ENSO had no significant contribution to the
present heatwave.

o Why Europe is Highly VulnerableFastest
warming continent globally.

e Greenhouse Gases: CO,, CH4, N.O and
fluorinated gases are the principal
anthropogenic greenhouse gases.

o ENSOEL Nifio: Warming of central and
eastern equatorial Pacific; generally raises
global temperatures.

o La Nifa: Cooling phase with opposite
effects.

o ENSO modifies weather patterns but is not
the sole cause of every heatwave.

Urban Heat Island Effect: Urban areas remain
warmer due to concrete surfaces, reduced
vegetation and waste heat.

o Paris Agreement (2015):Hold global
warming well below 2°C above pre-
industrial levels.

o Pursue efforts to limit warming to 1.5°C.

o |[PCC AR6Human influence has
unequivocally warmed the atmosphere,
ocean and land.

o Heatwaves have become more frequent
and intense due to anthropogenic climate
change.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Strengthens scientific evidence linking climate
change with extreme weather.
e Supports evidence-based climate
policymaking.
e Improves disaster preparedness through rapid
attribution studies.
e Highlights limits of adaptation without
emission reduction.



Challenges

Weak global commitment towards emission
reduction.

Increasing heat-related mortality and
economic losses.

Urban infrastructure remains poorly adapted
to extreme heat.

Climate finance and technology transfer
remain inadequate.

Way Forward

Accelerate implementation of Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs).
Strengthen Heat Action Plans and early
warning systems.

Promote climate-resilient urban planning and
green infrastructure.

Enhance renewable energy adoption and
energy efficiency.

Expand climate attribution research for
informed policymaking.

Increase global climate finance for adaptation
and mitigation.
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