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Village youth track down wildlife wonders in drought-prone Satara Static Linkages
o Conservation ReserveProvided under

Sections 36A & 36B of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972.

ely 25.6% of the
districe, totalling 2,686 sq
k. Maan taluka alone s
spread across 145119 sq,
km, of which around 18.2

cal prohibitions - kurhad
\andi (ban on axe or probi
Tbition o cutting trees), shi-
kar bandi (hunting ban),
and varma bandl (forest fire

MUMBAI

I a community-bed survey,
the locals from Maharash-

gL e Ly o b R g
fon of Saars, document ™ M Khav el Nlong with th documeria o Declared on government-owned land,

thon, the research team also
oreatid awareness amMONg
ithe villagers to protect wil-
dlife in the area, making
them understand the im-
portance of the food chain.

After the study, a propo-
sal was submitted 1o the
Deputy Congervator of For-
ests of Satara Forest Divi-
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ed over 600 species,
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camera traps and GIS map-
ping. The 606 documented
species include 212 binds,
34 herpetofauna, 160 vas-
cular plints, and 18 mam-
mals. The Kukudwad forest
Landscape, adjoining Kirak-
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footage. Several villagers,
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tems that constitute ap-
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context
e A community-led biodiversity survey under the

Committees (BMCs) and People's

Biodiversity Registers (PBRs).

o National Wildlife Action Plan (2017-
2031)Emphasizes community participation,
landscape-based conservation and protection

Kiraksal Conservation Project (2023)
documented 606 species in Kiraksal village,
Satara district, Maharashtra.

The survey employed camera traps, GIS
mapping, and participatory biodiversity
monitoring.

Findings have been submitted to the
Maharashtra Forest Department and WWF-
India.

Based on the study, a proposal has been
submitted to notify Mandesh Conservation
Reserve covering 23 villages (4,793 ha) across
Maan and Khatav forest ranges.

The study highlights the ecological importance
of open natural ecosystems (grasslands and
scrublands), historically classified as

of lesser-known ecosystems.

o Open Natural Ecosystemsinclude grasslands,
scrublands, savannas and rocky outcrops.

o Recognized as biodiversity-rich habitats
supporting endemic and threatened fauna.

o Camera Traps & GISStandard tools for wildlife
population assessment, occupancy surveys
and habitat mapping.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Highlights ecological importance of India's
grasslands and scrub ecosystems.

Demonstrates effectiveness of community-based
conservation.

Generates baseline scientific data for protected
area notification.

"wastelands". e Supports conservation of apex and meso-
predators, strengthening ecosystem balance.
Key Points e Encourages participatory conservation aligned

o Total species recorded: 606Birds — 212

o Vascular plants - 160

o Herpetofauna - 34

o Mammals - 18
Kukudwad forest landscape supports 295 floral
species.
Camera traps confirmed breeding populations
of:

with national biodiversity goals.

Challenges

Open ecosystems remain inadequately protected
due to their classification as "wastelands".
Habitat fragmentation from agriculture and
infrastructure.

Increasing human-wildlife conflict.

Lack of long-term ecological monitoring and
dedicated funding.

o Indian Grey Wolf

o Striped Hy)clana . :::E;k lsiiarlrl]srotection compared to forest
o Bengal Fox y ’

o Golden Jackal

Two wolf packs are being monitored in Dambi
Hills and Madladara scrub forests.
Around 25.6% (2,686 sq km) of Satara district
comprises open natural ecosystems.
Community-led conservation measures:

o Kurhad Bandi - Ban on tree felling

o Shikar Bandi — Hunting ban

o Vanva Bandi - Forest fire prevention

Way Forward

Notify Mandesh Conservation Reserve under the
Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.

Integrate open natural ecosystems into
conservation planning and land-use policies.
Strengthen Biodiversity Management Committees
and People's Biodiversity Registers.

Expand community-based biodiversity monitoring.
Promote landscape-level conservation to maintain
habitat connectivity.



Keeping humanity at the centre of the Al revolution
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

Al governance has emerged as a major global
policy issue amid rapid advancements in
Generative Al and frontier Al models.

At the India Al Impact Summit 2026 and
VivaTech 2026, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
advocated a human-centric, inclusive and
globally governed Al ecosystem backed by a
robust regulatory framework.

The debate focuses on balancing innovation,
economic growth, ethics, privacy, national
security, and human dignity.

Key Points

Al applications:

o Healthcare (early diagnosis, cancer
screening, robotic surgery)
Agriculture (precision farming)
Disaster management
Weather forecasting
Education
Governance and public service delivery
Major concerns:

Data privacy violations
Algorithmic bias

Deepfakes and misinformation
Al-enabled cyberattacks
Autonomous weapons

Job displacement

o Mass surveillance

O O O O o
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e Al governance principles:

o Transparency
Accountability
Fairness
Explainability
Privacy

Human oversight

O O O O O

o Safety
e |ndia's approach:
o Al for ALL(NITI Aayog)
o Human-centric Al
o Trusted and responsible Al
o Global cooperation on Al governance

Static Linkages

e Article 21 - Right to Life includes Right to Privacy
(K.S. Puttaswamy Judgment, 2017).

e Article 51A(h) - Scientific temper, humanism and
spirit of inquiry.

e Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023.

¢ NITI Aayog's National Strategy for Artificial
Intelligence (Al for All), 2018.

e UNESCO Recommendation on Ethics of Artificial
Intelligence (2021).

e QECD Al Principles (2019).

e Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI)
- India is a member.

Critical Analysis
Benefits
e Improves governance and service delivery.
e Boosts healthcare and education outcomes.
e Enhances agricultural productivity.
e Strengthens disaster preparedness.
e Increases industrial productivity and innovation.
Challenges
e Threat to privacy and data security.
e Spread of misinformation through deepfakes.
e Employment disruption due to automation.
e Ethical issues in Al decision-making.
e Algorithmic discrimination and bias.
e National security risks from autonomous Al
systems.
e Regulatory gaps at the global level.

Way Forward

e Establish a comprehensive Al regulatory
framework.

e Strengthen data protection and cybersecurity.

e Ensure human oversight in high-risk Al systems.

e Promote Explainable and Responsible Al.

e |nvestin Al skill development and workforce
reskilling.

e Enhance international cooperation for Al
governance.

e Balance innovation with ethics, privacy and
human rights.



India’s shipbuilding ambitions can set sail with Korea
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“KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

India and South Korea have renewed
cooperation in the shipbuilding sector
following the recent high-level bilateral
engagement.

South Korean shipbuilding companies have
announced investments, technology
partnerships, and skill development initiatives
in India.

The partnership supports India's goal of
becoming a Top 10 shipbuilding nation by 2030
and Top 5 by 2047 under Maritime Vision 2030
and Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047.

Key Points
Recent Developments

Hyundai subsidiary signed an MoU with Cochin
Shipyard Limited.

Proposal for a US$4 billion greenfield shipyard
at Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu.

Samsung Heavy Industries partnered with
Swan Defence & Heavy Industries.

Korea Marine Equipment Association (KOMEA)
established an office in Mumbai to strengthen
India's marine equipment ecosystem.

Significance

Technology transfer in ship design and
engineering.

Development of indigenous shipbuilding
capability.

Creation of a domestic marine equipment
supply chain.

Employment generation in coastal regions.
Integration into global maritime value chains.
Strengthening of India's Blue Economy and
maritime security.

Government Initiatives

Maritime Vision 2030.
Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047.
Sagarmala Programme.

Maritime Development Fund.

Shipbuilding Financial Assistance Policy.
Sagarmala Finance Corporation Limited (SFCL).
PM Gati Shakti.

Make in India.

Static Linkages

India has a coastline of 7,516 km.

India has 12 Major Ports and over 200 Non-major
Ports.

Nearly 95% of India's merchandise trade (by
volume) is transported through the maritime
sector.

Shipbuilding is a strategic industry with economic
and defence significance.

Blue Economy promotes sustainable utilization of
ocean resources.

Port-led industrialisation is a core objective of
the Sagarmala Programme.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities

Diversification of global shipbuilding supply
chains.

Access to advanced shipbuilding technology.
Boost to indigenous manufacturing under
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Employment and MSME growth.

Enhanced maritime security through domestic
capacity.

Challenges

Strong competition from China, South Korea and
Japan.

Limited indigenous marine equipment
manufacturing.

High capital intensity.

Regulatory and approval delays.

Shortage of skilled manpower.

Need for long-term low-cost finance.

Way Forward

Develop integrated shipbuilding clusters.
Promote localization of marine equipment
manufacturing.

Expand maritime skill development and R&D.
Ensure stable policy and fiscal support.
Improve ease of doing business through faster
clearances.

Strengthen financing through maritime-focused
institutions.

Enhance industry—academia collaboration for
technology development.



Onerous rules

The newly amended FCRA Rules point

1o a renewed attempt to stifle NGOs

ivil society organisations play a vital role
C in areas such as health, education, disas-

ter relief, and civil liberties and rights,
stepping in where the state falls short. Yet, the In-
dian state has treated NGOs with suspicion, using
the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act
(FCRA), 2010, to impose stringent restrictions on
their functioning. Earlier this week, the FCRA
Amendment Rules, 2026 were notified, which re-
quire all NGOs registered under the FCRA, 2010,
o confine their work 1o activities specified for
their category and to the States and Union Terri-
tories named in their registration. They must also
disclose their social media handles, websites and
publications and are barred from carrying *polit-
ical content”. The new rules impose stringent pe-
nalties for using funds for unapproved purposes
and require NGOs to pay separate fees for each
category of work and to each State or Union Ter-
ritory in which they operate, replacing the earlier
system of a single registration fee. These increase
compliance costs and paperwork. While the go-
vernment argues that such measures promote
transparency, even-handedness and national se-
curity, the rules are clearly meant to stifle the
work of NGOs. The operation of the FCRA regime
has been far from transparent. As CPI(M) MP
John Brittas recently complained, parliamentary
questions on FCRA cancellations and non-rene-
wals have been disallowed as “secret”, even
though more than 20,000 registrations have re-
portedly been revoked over the past decade on
opaque grounds. Far from improving transparen-
cy, the new rules burden NGOs with greater bar-
riers and commitments, raising concerns that the
Cenire intends to create a chilling effect.

In Noel Harper (2022), the Supreme Court
upheld the stringent 2020 FCRA amendments,
accepting the state’s invocation of sovereignty
and national security. Yet, in in 2020, the Court
had read down rules that would have classified
the rights activism of civil society bodies, includ-
ing protests and demonstrations as work “of a
political nature”, drawing a distinction between
party politics and the everyday work of social
and economic betterment. The new Rules seek to
treat advocacy and *political content™ as grounds
for disqualification. In March 2026, the Centre
had proposed amendments allowing a govern-
ment-appointed authority to take over the assets
of NGOs whose registrations were cancelled, sur-
rendered, or not renewed. Following strong prot-
ests, particularly from minority institutions, it
put the proposal on hold. Now, the newly not-
fied rules seem another way of throttling NGOs
that utilise foreign funding for civil society work.
The Centre should withdraw the punitive provi-
sions, particularly those on multiple fees and pol-
itical content, and adopt fairer rules.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

* The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has
notified the Foreign Contribution (Regulation)
Amendment Rules, 2026 under the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010.

* The Rules introduce stricter compliance
requirements for NGOs receiving foreign
contributions.

* NGOs must restrict their activities to the
purposes and States/UTs specified in their
FCRA registration.

* The amendments have raised concerns
regarding freedom of association, governance,
transparency, and civil society participation.

Key Points
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA), 2010
e Regulates acceptance and utilisation of foreign
contributions by individuals, associations and
NGOs.
* Administered by the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA).
e Objective:
o Protect sovereignty and integrity of India.
o Safeguard national security and public
interest.
o Ensure transparency in utilisation of foreign
funds.

Major Provisions of FCRA Amendment Rules, 2026
e NGOs can undertake only approved activities
mentioned in their registration.
e QOperations restricted to approved States/UTs.
e Mandatory disclosure of:

o Website

o Social media handles

o Publications

e Restriction on dissemination of "political
content."
e Separate registration fees for:

o Each category of activity.

o Each State/UT of operation.

e Higher penalties for utilisation of foreign funds
beyond approved purposes.
Related Developments

o FCRA (Amendment) Act, 2020Administrative
expenditure capped at 20%.

o Transfer of foreign contribution to another
NGO prohibited.

o Mandatory FCRA account in State Bank of
India, New Delhi Main Branch.

o Aadhaar identification mandatory for key
functionaries.

Important Judicial Decisions

o Noel Harper v. Union of India (2022)Supreme
Court upheld the constitutional validity of the
2020 amendments.

o Indian Social Action Forum (INSAF) v. Union of
India (2020)Peaceful advocacy and public
campaigns cannot automatically be treated as
activities of a "political nature."

Static Linkages

e Article 19(1)(a) - Freedom of Speech and
Expression.

e Article 19(1)(c) - Freedom to form Associations.

e Article 19(2) & 19(4) - Reasonable Restrictions.

e Article 14 - Equality before Law.

¢ Rule of Law.

e Principle of Proportionality.

e Civil Society as an important component of
participatory democracy.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Improves monitoring of foreign funds.
e Enhances financial accountability.
e Addresses concerns related to money laundering
and national security.
e Promotes greater transparency through
mandatory disclosures.
Concerns
e |ncreases compliance burden on NGOs.
e Higher registration costs may affect small
organisations.
e Ambiguity regarding the term "political content."



* May restrict policy advocacy and rights-based
campaigns.

e Raises concerns regarding freedom of
association under Article 19(1)(c).

e Greater executive discretion in registration and
renewal.

Way Forward

e Clearly define "political content."

e Ensure transparent and time-bound
registration and renewal.

e Simplify compliance for genuine NGOs.

e Strengthen independent appellate
mechanisms.

e Balance national security with constitutional
freedoms.

e Adopt risk-based regulation instead of
excessive compliance.

Prelims Value Added Facts

* FCRA enacted: 1976

* Present Act: FCRA, 2010

e Administered by: Ministry of Home Affairs

* Major Amendment: 2020

e Nodal FCRA Bank Branch: SBI, New Delhi Main
Branch

e Administrative expenditure limit: 20%

* Foreign contribution cannot be transferred to
another FCRA-registered NGO.




Silicon Valley to Seoul,
watch Al exuberance

HE LAST fewdayshave seen stock markets across the
world wobble as concerns over the Al cycle weigh
heavy on investors. On Tuesday, Aslan markets fell
sharply, led by South Korea's Kospi, which plunged
by nearly 10 percent, Japan's Nikkel 225was down 3.5 percent
and Nasdaq, oo, witnessed weakness, falling by almost 4 per
cent since last week. Questions are increasingly being raised
over monetisation of capital spending by tech firms and the
highvaluations they command. As per GoldmanSachs, the Al
hypersecalers are expected to spend more than $5 trillion on
technology and data centres by 2030, Parallels are now being
drawn with the dotcom bubble, Then, as now, Investorexuber-
ance had dramatically drivenupshare prices of tech firms. And
when the bubble burst, it took Nasdaq years to fully recover.

Despite these concemns, capital has been flowing to com-
panies linked to the Al cycle in all parts of the world. In Korea,
for instance, SK Hynix and Samsung have seen euphoric inves-
tor interest. As per reports, the two now account for a sizeable
share of the South Korean market. In Japan, companies like
Advantest, Tokyo Electron and Kiosda have all seen their shares
siirge. In the US, Al behemoths — Anthropic and Openal —
Thave begun the process to launch their initial public offerings.
These will follow SpaceX's recent mega [PO, pulling in even
more capital, Investor exuberance is, however, likely torunup
against a macro reality. In the past, asset bubbles have tended
to be pricked by central banks raising interest rates. And with
inflation edging upwards in the US — CPl rose to 4.2 percent
in May — it raises the possibility of the Federal Reservetighten-
ing policy in the months ahead.

Indian markets have not been part of this Al play. Foreign
capital has, In fact, been exiting the country. In 2025, foreign
portfolie investors took out $18.9 billion from the stock markets,
and so far this year, outflows have been just shy of 30 billion.
Alongside, net FDI flows dwindled to 31 billion in 2024-35and
£7.7 billion in 2025-26. Along with high crude prices, this put
pressure on the rupee. In recent weeks, however, oll prices have
softencd considerably, and measures have been taken to boost
capital flows and help stabilise the currency. But more needs
to be done. Steps should be taken to improve the country's at-
tractiveness as an investment destination, fior both domestic
and foreign investors.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

* Global stock markets witnessed sharp
corrections amid concerns over overvaluation
of Artificial Intelligence (Al)-related companies.

* |nvestors are questioning whether massive
investments in Al infrastructure will generate
sufficient future returns.

e Comparisons are being drawn with the Dot-
com Bubble (1995-2000).

e Rising inflation in the United States has
increased the possibility of tighter monetary
policy by the US Federal Reserve, affecting
global capital flows.

¢ [ndia has witnessed Foreign Portfolio
Investment (FPI) outflows, while net Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) has moderated,
impacting the rupee and domestic financial
markets.

Key Points

* Al Hyperscalers: Large cloud computing
companies investing heavily in Al
infrastructure and data centres.

e Goldman Sachs estimates Al infrastructure
investment may exceed $5 trillion by 2030.

e Asset Bubble: Situation where asset prices
significantly exceed their intrinsic value due to
speculative demand.

o Foreign Portfolio Investment
(FPI):Investment in financial assets (shares,
bonds).

o Short-term and volatile.

o Foreign Direct Investment (FDI):Investment in
productive assets/businesses.
o Long-term and relatively stable.
e Higher US Federal Reserve interest rates generally:
o Reduce global liquidity.
o Strengthen the US Dollar.
o Trigger capital outflows from emerging
economies.
¢ |ndia follows a Managed Floating Exchange Rate
System, where RBI intervenes only to curb excessive
volatility.

Static Linkages
e Difference between FPI and FDI.
e Exchange Rate Systems:
o Fixed Exchange Rate
o Floating Exchange Rate
o Managed Float (India)
e Role of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in forex market
intervention.
e Relationship between:
o Interest Rate * - Capital inflow to developed
economies
o Capital Outflow » Rupee Depreciation »
Imported Inflation.
e Current Account and Capital Account under the
Balance of Payments (BoP).
e Effects of crude oil prices on India's external sector.
e Monetary tightening and global financial stability.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Alis emerging as a key driver of future economic
growth.
e Large-scale investments can improve productivity
and technological innovation.
e Al can enhance competitiveness across
manufacturing, healthcare and governance.
Concerns
e Excessive Al valuations may create an asset bubble.
e Higher US interest rates can reduce capital flows to
emerging economies.
e Persistent FPI outflows increase exchange rate
volatility.
e Declining FDI affects long-term capital formation.
e India risks lagging in global Al value chains without
stronger innovation and manufacturing ecosystems.

Way Forward

e Improve ease of doing business to attract long-term
FDI.

e Strengthen Al ecosystem through research,
innovation and semiconductor manufacturing.

e Deepen domestic capital markets to reduce
dependence on volatile FPI.

e Maintain macroeconomic stability through prudent
fiscal and monetary policies.

e Enhance financial market regulation to monitor
speculative asset bubbles.

e Promote Al adoption under initiatives such as
IndiaAl Mission and Digital Public Infrastructure.



In West Bengal, keep
egg on the menu

HE FIRST budget of the Suvendu Adhikari govern-

ment in West Bengal has drawn attention for two

contrasting decisions on school nutrition. On the

one hand, it has substantially increased the per-
child allecation for mid-day meals, raising the material cost
from Rs 6,78 to Rs 10, signalling a welcome recognition that
better nutrition requires greater public investment. Yet the
decisionto hand the running of mid-day meals in the Kolkata
Munieipal Corporation area to the religious organisation
ISKCON effectively excludes one of the staples from the menu
— eggs. The defence by CM Adhikari — "You will get good
food to eat. You will get pure food, nothing to worry about” —
and by state education minister Dipak Burman — “There is
nologicbehind the idea thatchildren must consume eggs, es-
pecially to fulfil their nutritional needs” — only exacerbates
concermns. By imposing avegetarian ideal in a culturally varied
state, the move depletes the menu of one of the country’s most
important welfare programmes.

The nutritional case for retaining eggs is compelling. The
National Family Health Survey-6, released last month, shows.
that although stunting among children under five years has
declined, nearly three out of every 10 children continue tobe
affected. West Bengal has long grappled with significant levels
of child undernutrition and anaemia among both children
and women. Eggs remain one of the most effective, economi-
cal and familiar sources of protein, The proposed substitutes
— paneer, soyabean, rajma and pulses — undoubtedly have
nutritional value, but ensuring their availability and accept-
ance at scale is far more complex.

Food in India has long been bound up in questions of caste,
religion, and social power. In the weeks before the watershed
assembly elections in April, the BJP went to great lengths to
reassure voters that Bengal’s culinary traditions would remain
untouched under its stewardship. The removal of eggs from
mid-day meals in schools — a template followed in several
BJP-ruled states — sits uneasily alongside those assurances,
particularly in a state where 98 per cent of people consume
non-vegetarian food. The Adhikari government must recon-
sider its decision,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

* The West Bengal Government increased the
per-child material cost under the PM POSHAN
Scheme from ¥6.78 to ¥10.

* The government also decided to entrust the
preparation of PM POSHAN meals in the
Kolkata Municipal Corporation (KMC) area to
ISKCON, resulting in the exclusion of eggs from
the menu.

* The decision has sparked a debate on child
nutrition, food security, welfare delivery,
constitutional principles, and evidence-based
public policy.

Key Points
e PM POSHAN Scheme

o Formerly known as the National Programme
of Mid-Day Meal in Schools (Mid-Day Meal
Scheme).

o Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Education.

o Type: Centrally Sponsored Scheme.

o Covers students of Classes I-VIIl in
Government and Government-aided
schools.

o Objectives:

= |mprove nutritional status.
= |ncrease enrolment, attendance and
retention.
= Promote social equity.
= Enhance learning outcomes.
* National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013

o Provides legal entitlement to nutritious meals for
school children through PM POSHAN.

NFHS-6 (2025-26)

o Stunting has declined but remains a significant public
health concern.

o Child undernutrition and anaemia continue to affect a
substantial proportion of children and women.

Eggs in School Nutrition

o Rich source of high-quality protein, Vitamin B12,
Vitamin D, Choline and essential amino acids.

o Recommended by several nutrition experts as a cost-
effective source of animal protein.

o States have flexibility regarding menu composition;
eggs are not mandatory under PM POSHAN guidelines.

Static Linkages

Article 21 - Right to Life includes the right to live with
dignity, including adequate nutrition (judicial
interpretation).

Article 21A - Right to Education.

Article 39(f) - Protection of children's healthy
development.

Article 47 - Duty of the State to raise the level of nutrition
and public health.

Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSPs) emphasize
improving nutrition and public health.

National Food Security Act, 2013.

POSHAN Abhiyaan (National Nutrition Mission).
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 2 — Zero Hunger.
SDG 3 - Good Health and Well-being.

Eritical Analysis
rguments in Favour of Including Eggs

Cost-effective source of high-quality protein.

Helps address protein-energy malnutrition.

Supports reduction in stunting and anaemia.

Improves cognitive development and learning outcomes.
Widely consumed across most Indian states.

Concerns Raised

Religious and dietary preferences vary across
communities.

Vegetarian alternatives require effective supply chains
and quality assurance.

Welfare policies should be guided by scientific nutritional
evidence.

Uniform dietary policies may not reflect regional food
habits.

Balancing cultural diversity with public health objectives
remains a policy challenge.

pvay Forward

Adopt evidence-based nutrition policy guided by
ICMR/NIN recommendations.

Allow State-specific and locally acceptable menus while
maintaining nutritional standards.

Provide equivalent vegetarian alternatives where
required without reducing nutritional value.

Strengthen monitoring under PM POSHAN and POSHAN
Tracker.

Improve convergence among PM POSHAN, POSHAN
Abhiyaan, Health and Education Departments.
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“KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context
e The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) clarified

NRC has been implemented only in Assam.

Static Linkages

Articles 5-11 of the Constitution.
Article 11 - Parliament's power to regulate
citizenship.
Citizenship Act, 1955.
Citizenship Rules, 2003.
Passport Act, 1967 (Section 20).
Difference between:
o Citizenship
o Nationality
o Domicile

on Passport Seva Divas that a passport is

primarily a travel document and not conclusive

proof of Indian citizenship.

e The clarification assumes significance in the

context of debates on citizenship verification,
electoral roll revision, NRC, and
documentation.

Legally, citizenship is determined under the
Constitution of India and the Citizenship Act,
1955, not merely by possession of a passport.

Key Points
e Articles 5-11 deal with citizenship at the

commencement of the Constitution.

e Article 11 empowers Parliament to regulate

citizenship through law.

Citizenship Act, 1955 provides five modes of

acquiring citizenship:

o Birth
©o Descent
o Registration

Naturalisation

Incorporation of territory

Passport Act, 1967Passport is a travel

document, not a citizenship certificate.

o Section 20 allows the Central Government
to issue passports/travel documents even
to non-citizens in exceptional public
interest.

O O O

No law in India designates any single document

(Passport, Aadhaar, PAN, Voter ID, Birth
Certificate) as conclusive proof of citizenship.
Under the Citizenship Rules, 2003, a National
Register of Indian Citizens (NRIC) is envisaged.

Fundamental Rights available only to citizens:
o Articles 15, 16, 19, 29, 30.

Critical Analysis
Significance

e Reinforces the legal distinction between identity
documents and citizenship status.

e Highlights that citizenship is determined through
statutory eligibility, not possession of a particular
document.

e Ensures judicial scrutiny in citizenship disputes.

Challenges

¢ India lacks a universal citizenship certificate for
citizens by birth.

e Documentary inconsistencies remain due to
uneven birth registration.

e Citizenship verification can disproportionately
affect vulnerable populations.

Way Forward

e Strengthen Civil Registration and Vital Statistics
(CRVS).

e Improve universal birth registration and digital
record management.

e Increase public awareness on citizenship laws.

e Ensure transparent, legally robust and rights-
based citizenship verification mechanisms.
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