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Modi meets Trump, raises safety of Indian sailors

PM Modi commends President Trump for his
efforts to restore peace in the West Asia region

e Stability of global supply chains.

The Prime Minister stresses the importance of
keeping the Strait of Hormuz open for trade

Trump praises Modi, says U.8. and India are
“very close’ to finalising a trade agreement
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

During the G7 Summit (Evian, France), Prime
Minister Narendra Modi met U.S. President
Donald Trump.

India raised concerns regarding the safety of
Indian seafarers working in the Gulf region and
the Strait of Hormuz.

The issue gained attention after the death of
three Indian sailors in a U.S. strike off the Oman
coast.

Both leaders emphasized the importance of
keeping the Strait of Hormuz open for global
trade and energy flows.

Discussions also covered India-U.S. trade
negotiations, defence cooperation, regional
security, and stability in West Asia.

Key Points
Indian Seafarers

India is among the largest suppliers of
seafarers globally.

More than 3 lakh Indian seafarers are employed
on international merchant vessels.

Indian seafarers constitute nearly 10% of the
global maritime workforce.

Their safety has become an important
component of India's foreign policy and
diaspora protection efforts.

Strait of Hormuz

Located between Iran and Oman.

Connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of
Oman and the Arabian Sea.

One of the world's most important maritime
chokepoints.

Around one-fifth of global oil consumption
passes through the strait.

Critical for India's crude oil and LNG imports.

Significance for India

Energy security.

Safety of Indian diaspora in West Asia.
Security of Sea Lines of Communication
(SLOCs).

navigation and stability in West Asia.

Static Linkages

Strait of Hormuz is a major global maritime
chokepoint.

UNCLOS provides for transit passage through
international straits.

Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs) are
critical for international trade.

Energy security is a component of national
security.

Protection of citizens abroad is a key
responsibility of the State.

Maritime security forms an important pillar of
SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the
Region).

Critical Analysis
Opportunities

Strengthens India's role as a stakeholder in
maritime security.

Enhances India-U.S. strategic cooperation.
Supports uninterrupted global energy supplies.
Protects Indian seafarers and diaspora
interests.

Challenges

Rising instability in West Asia.

Vulnerability of Indian energy imports.
Threats to commercial shipping.
Dependence on maritime chokepoints.
Balancing relations with the U.S., Iran, Israel,
and Gulf countries.

Way Forward

Diversify energy import sources.

Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR).
Strengthen maritime domain awareness.
Enhance naval presence in critical sea lanes.
Improve crisis-response mechanisms for Indian
seafarers.

Deepen maritime cooperation with Gulf
countries and Indian Ocean partners.

Promote freedom of navigation under
international law.



Framework deal outlines
Tehran's pledge on nuclear
weapons, $300-bn US. relief

Stamly Johny s s ¢ agreement, adding
Peace process that ¥ tran i o4 howour
The United States has its obligations, he

woukd
ta Excilitate the re-
lesse of froen Irasian as-

resume the war.
Once the Mol i signed,

tras and the U.5. will sast

negotiations  om

agreement,
and ereate a plan for Iran's

pr s,
nsiueding s and banking

ecanoemic  development, strabtin

Imvolving $300 billion, ac.  ® eedasingelandl  The s, will Immeddately
cording 1o a keaked text of lift s naval blockade and
the H-poim framework = Withdrare 2""“‘ Iran will allow traffic
agreement feached bet-  eeessas throughs the Strait of Hor-

—_— muaz 1o reach pre-war vol-
® Baciloeing pee-mar A umes within 30 days, “tak-
Sarcmagh Srsit of Horre ing inta account the need
for the semoval of vechini
«al obstacles and the neu-

' Mewar procuce ke
metwork and the Blooms: weap

berg agency, states tralization of mines by
that Iran has pledged never Iran”®.
o produce misclear wes-  country, has remsined 2 Mr. Trump ks said that

pons. O its part, the LS. fashpoint, lsmell Préme  traffic sheough the Serait
will lif sanctions cn the  Minkser Benjamdn Neta.  will be tollfroe. According
sale of Ianian crude o, nyabu has said that bis 1o lrar's Foreign Ministry,
petrochemical products,  trocps weuld mot with.  however, Tehran will pot
and financial services, in- draw from Lebaron. Hez:  impose 2 toll bus ships will
cluding banking, during ballah, 3 Lebanese Shia have to pay a fee to lran's
the negotiation pericd. group that has dose ties  newly created Persian Gulf
The memorandum of with ran, has also said K Strat Authosity, for emd-
understanding is expected  will continue 10 resist b+ ronmental  upkeep  and
to be signed in Geneva om  rael's military occupation.  other services.
Friday. The draft stated  Under the agreement, “Iran reiterates that it
that Iran bas pledged pever  the US. and lran Iun. willl never poodiace nuclear
to produce nuclear wea:  pledged to “respect each  weapons, Iran and the U5,
pans and, pending a final  other’s sovercignty and  haveagroed that the fate of
agreviTTs, mainiain a sta-  territorial incegrity, am to enriched material and e
s o on ity nuclear pro- refrain from interfering in fate of all other mu
gramene. However, the AP each  others  Insemnal — sgreed nochearrelated |
- sues, Inchuding 1ran's nu
named US. officials nead The 115, also commitsit.  clear needs, will be adeq-
ol the dealt v pressper- gl o lilking all sanctions  uanely addressed in 3 final
sons, according 1o which wms: Tran, both primary — sgeeemsen,” the  leakid
Iran has agreed to downe  and secondary, s pantof 3 tent s
blerd {diluic) its highly en-  final agreement. 3
riched uraniam undef the Alver lunching the war  lograms of highly enriched
supervision of the Interna  on February 28, U5, Prest  uranfum, which the US.
thonal Asomlc Energy  dent Donald Tremphadin:  and ksrael want to take out
3 directly called for regime  of the country and dilute
The deaft, whichhasmot  charge in Tehran, aking o destroy. Tehran has also
been released officlally,  Iranians o ke over thelr  maimained that puclear
calls for an “immedise instinglons and  eelling  enrichment & 3 right
and permanent end to the  them that they had a  which e will not sumender,
war omall fronts, once-in-a-generation while Mr. Trump bas called
Lebanon” - a key Iranian  pormunicy” on their hands,  for zero enrichment on bra-
s, Aer anncancing the Mol nian soll, These conten-
While the LLS. and lran  on Jume 15, M- Trump said — tious issues will be dis-
announced a ceaselire on  he did nod believe in re  oussed in the et phase.
Apeil B after 40 did of - gime change. Bul on Wed-
bombing. Lebanon, where MI. Trump sakd  MOREREPORTS
fsrael occuples partsof the  thatthe Mo isonlyapeeli  »pages 14,15

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context
e The U.S. and Iran reached a 14-point framework
MoU to end hostilities and initiate negotiations
for a comprehensive agreement.
e The agreement proposes:
o Release of frozen Iranian assets.
o Gradual lifting of sanctions on Iranian oil,
petrochemicals, and banking sectors.
o Commitment by Iran not to develop nuclear
weapons.
e The MoU also envisages reopening the Strait of
Hormuz and restoring maritime trade.

Key Points
Nuclear Issue

* [ran reiterates that it will never produce
nuclear weapons.

e [ran may dilute (downblend) highly enriched
uranium under supervision of the International
Atomic Energy Agency.

e Core dispute remains:

o Jran's right to uranium enrichment.
o U.S.demand for restrictions on enrichment.
Sanctions Relief
e U.S. to facilitate:
o Release of frozen Iranian assets.
o Relaxation of sanctions on oil exports.
o Easing restrictions on banking and financial
services.

¢ Final removal of sanctions linked to successful

completion of negotiations.
Strait of Hormuz

e Connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of
Oman.
Handles nearly 20% of global petroleum trade.
e Reopening is crucial for:
o Global energy security.
o Stability of crude oil prices.
o India's energy imports.
Regional Security
¢ Calls for permanent cessation of hostilities
across multiple fronts, including Lebanon.
¢ Differences continue regarding:
o Israeli military presence in Lebanon.
o Activities of Hezbollah.
Economic Significance
* Proposed economic development framework
reportedly worth $300 billion.
e Restoration of Iranian oil exports may increase
global crude supply and moderate oil prices.

Static Linkages
* Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT):
o lIranis amember.
o Nuclear Weapon States under NPT: U.S,,
Russia, U.K., France, China.
* |AEA safeguards and nuclear verification
mechanisms.
e Strategic maritime chokepoints:
o Strait of Hormuz.
o Bab-el-Mandeb.
o Malacca Strait.
e Economic sanctions as foreign policy tools.
e Energy security and crude oil import
dependence.

Why This News Matters for India?
* India imports a significant share of crude oil
from West Asia.
e Stability in the Strait of Hormuz directly
affects:
o Energy security.
o [nflation.
o Current Account Deficit (CAD).
e Reduced tensions improve maritime trade and
regional stability.

Exam Takeaway
Remember
* |AEA - Nuclear watchdog.
¢ NPT - Prevents spread of nuclear weapons.
e Strait of Hormuz » World's most important oil
transit chokepoint.
e |ran's Position » Supports peaceful nuclear
enrichment.
e U.S. Position » Prevent nuclear weapon
capability.



Telegram was warned about misuse
before blanket ban, says NTA chief

NEW DELHI

Representatives of the
messaging app Telegram
were called in for meeti
“at the highest levels”, and
warned about the misuse
of the app's features that
facilitate “paper leak
frauds™ before a blanket
ban was issued, Abhishek
Singh, Director-General of
the National Testing Agen-
cy (NTA), told The Hindu
on Wednesday.

Mr. Singh said the prim-
ary motive behind govern-
ment intervention was to
halt the spread of engi-
neered fake leaks that can
spread panic among the
students ahead of the Na-
tional Entrance-Cum-Eligi-
bility Test (NEET) re-test
scheduled for Sunday.

“The government had
previously approached Te-
legram regarding the mis-
use of two specific fea-
wres, including making
edited timestamps visible

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

blocked nation-wide access to Telegram until June 22, GETTY IMAGES

in Telegram groups and ad-
dressing the issue of lack of
stringent naming filters for
its groups. However, Tele-
gram did not alter its sys-
tem then,” Mr. Singh said.
The NTA was concerned
about the modus operandi
used by bad actors on Tele-
gram to irigger mass panic
by fabricating evidence of
question paper  leaks.
Cheating syndicates have
been systematically ex-
ploiting a specific loophole
in Telegram’s group and

Context of the News

* The National Testing Agency (NTA) raised
concerns over the misuse of Telegram in
spreading alleged question paper leak claims
ahead of the NEET re-test.

e The Government reportedly engaged with
Telegram regarding certain platform features
that could be exploited to create a false

impression of question paper leaks.

channel synchronisation
features.

For instance, a bad ae.
tor can create a public Te-
legram channel and link it
to an associated group.

before an exam, the
administrator can upload a
random PDF file on the
channel, name it provoca-
tively such as “NEET Ques-
tion Paper Leaked”. The
day after the actual exam,
the operator then can use
Telegram’s edit feature to
replace the dummy PDF

with the actual question
paper. While the post in-
side the channel shows an
‘edited’ tag, the linked
group retains the times-
tamp of the original post.
This creates a highly con-
vincing illusion that the ac-
twal question paper was
available on the platform
before the exam began,
sparking panic.
“After the ban, Telegram
founder Pavel Durov said
on X that they are making
the ‘edited" label more visi-
ble to prevent backdating
scams.  However, this
change is still not visible on
the app,” Mr. Singh said.
“Why can’t Telegram simp-
ly fix its metadata so that
timestamp changes are ac-
curately reflected in linked
group chais," he asked.
Pointing out that Tele-
gram allows creation of al-
leged criminal groups with
questionable names such
as “Paper Leak NEET Ma-
fia", Mr. Singh said the app
has to “adhere to norms”.

* Theissue has highlighted concerns regarding
digital misinformation, intermediary liability,
cyber security, and examination integrity.

Key Points

* NTA identified a method whereby:
o Afileis uploaded before an examination.
o Thefile is later edited/replaced after the
examination.

o Original timestamps may create an
impression that the actual question paper
was available before the exam.
* Such practices can:

o Generate panic among students.
o Undermine public confidence in

examinations.
o Spread misinformation through social
media networks.
e The controversy has renewed debate over:
o Platform accountability.
o Intermediary obligations.
o Regulation of digital platforms.
o Cyber-enabled fraud.

Static Linkages
e Article 19(1)(a): Freedom of Speech and
Expression.

e Article 19(2): Reasonable restrictions in the
interests of sovereignty, security, public order,
decency, morality, etc.

o Information Technology Act, 2000Section
79: Safe Harbour Protection for
intermediaries.

o Safe harbour is conditional upon due
diligence.

o CERT-InNational agency for cyber incident
response.

o Digital Personal Data Protection Act,
2023Strengthens digital governance
ecosystem.

o Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Act, 2024Enacted to curb
examination malpractices, paper leaks, and
organised cheating.

Critical Analysis
Significance
* Protects credibility of national examinations.
* Prevents spread of misinformation.
e Strengthens trust in public institutions.
e Highlights need for responsible digital
platforms.
Concerns
e Balancing regulation with freedom of
expression.
e Challenges in regulating encrypted platforms.
e Determining intermediary liability.
* Risk of over-regulation affecting legitimate
users.
Stakeholders
e Students and aspirants.
* NTA and examination bodies.
e Digital intermediaries.
e Law enforcement agencies.
¢ Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY).

Way Forward

e Strengthen implementation of the Public
Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act,
2024.

e Improve coordination among NTA, CERT-In and
law enforcement agencies.

e Enhance digital forensic capabilities.

* Mandate greater transparency in edited digital
content.

e Strengthen intermediary due diligence
requirements.

* Promote digital literacy to identify
misinformation.

* Develop real-time monitoring mechanisms
during major examinations.



Health data must drive action, not just headlines
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News
e Three major health-related reports were
recently released:

o National Family Health Survey (NFHS-6),
2023-24

o NSO 80th Round: Household Consumption
Expenditure on Health

o National Health Accounts (NHA) Estimates
2022-23

e The surveys indicate:

o Rising burden of Non-Communicable
Diseases (NCDs) such as obesity, diabetes
and hypertension.

o Persistently high Out-of-Pocket
Expenditure (OOPE) on healthcare.

o Limited improvement in anaemia and
nutrition indicators.

e Experts argue that health surveys often
generate discussion but fail to translate into
timely policy reforms and budgetary action.

Key Findings
NFHS-6
* Provides data on:
o Fertility
Maternal and Child Health
Nutrition
Anaemia
NCDs
o Women's empowerment
Major Health Trends
* Obesity rising across rural and urban India.
* Diabetes and hypertension increasing beyond
affluent populations.

O O O o

Childhood obesity emerging as a public health
concern.
Anaemia continues to remain a major challenge.

Health Financing

OOPE remains high despite expansion of public
health schemes.

Medicines constitute a major share of household
health expenditure.

Need for strengthening public procurement and
availability of essential drugs.

Data Governance Issues

Significant lag between data collection and policy
action.

Delayed release of raw datasets limits independent
research.

Lack of integration between:

o HMIS

o [HIP

o NFHS and other survey databases.

Static Points

Article 47: Duty of the State to improve nutrition,
standard of living and public health.

Health: Entry 6, State List (Seventh Schedule).
Universal Health Coverage (UHC) is a key target
under SDG-3.

NCDs account for nearly two-thirds of deaths in
India.

Preventive healthcare is a core component of
primary healthcare.

Evidence-based policymaking is essential for good
governance.

Critical Analysis
Significance

NFHS provides district-level health indicators.
Helps monitor SDGs and national health targets.
Supports evidence-based policy formulation.
Identifies regional and socio-economic disparities.

Concerns

Delay in release reduces policy relevance.

Excessive focus on positive indicators.

Rising NCD burden not adequately reflected in
health budgets.

Fragmented health information systems.

Weak accountability for poor-performing indicators.
Persistent OOPE despite public health
interventions.

Way Forward

Release survey datasets within a fixed timeline.
Prepare Centre and State-level action plans within
30-45 days of survey publication.

Integrate NFHS, HMIS and IHIP databases.
Strengthen primary healthcare and NCD prevention.
Link survey findings with budget allocations.
Improve availability of free essential medicines.
Institutionalize district-level health data reviews.
Promote evidence-based and outcome-oriented
governance.



Rubio’s remariks and the limits of strategic empathy
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International Maritime Organization (IMO) is
the UN specialized agency for maritime safety
and security.
SAGAR (Security and Growth for Allin the
Region) is India's maritime vision.
Indian Ocean Region (IOR) remains central to
India's strategic and energy interests.
Strategic maritime chokepoints:

o Strait of Hormuz
Bab-el-Mandeb
Strait of Malacca
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

Three Indian sailors were killed in a U.S. strike
on MT Settebello in the Strait of Hormuz amid
the Iran-U.S. conflict (June 2026).

India expressed concern over the safety of
Indian seafarers and summoned U.S.
diplomatic officials.

The U.S. and Iran announced an interim
agreement (June 14, 2026) to de-escalate
tensions and reopen the Strait of Hormuz.
The incident highlights India's maritime
security, energy security, and strategic
autonomy concerns.

Key Points

Strait of Hormuz is located between Iran and
Oman.

Connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of
Oman and Arabian Sea.

One of the world's most important oil transit
chokepoints.

A significant share of India's crude oiland LNG
imports passes through this route.

India is among the largest suppliers of global
seafarers.

Indian sailors often work on vessels registered
under "Flags of Convenience" (FoC), limiting
direct diplomatic protection during crises.
The incident underscores vulnerabilities of
civilian shipping during geopolitical conflicts.

Static Linkages

UNCLOS (1982) provides the legal framework
governing international maritime navigation.
Transit Passage applies to straits used for
international navigation.

Freedom of Navigation is a key principle of
international maritime law.

o O O

Suez Canal

Critical Analysis
Significance for India
* Highlights dependence on the Strait of Hormuz
for energy imports.
» Raises concerns regarding safety of Indian
seafarers abroad.
* Demonstrates risks arising from great-power
conflicts.
* Reinforces need for secure Sea Lines of
Communication (SLOCs).
Challenges
e Limited capability to protect Indian sailors on
foreign-flagged vessels.
¢ Rising militarization of strategic waterways.
¢ Vulnerability of energy imports to geopolitical
disruptions.
e Balancing India-U.S. strategic partnership with
national interests.
Strategic Lesson
e Strategic partnerships do not eliminate
divergence of interests.
* India must safeguard its maritime interests
through independent capabilities and
diplomacy.

Way Forward

e Seek an impartial investigation into attacks on
civilian shipping.

e Strengthen maritime diplomacy through IMO
and multilateral platforms.

e Enhance Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA).

e Expand naval escort and surveillance
capabilities.

e Improve protection mechanisms for Indian
seafarers.

e Diversify energy sources and supply routes.

¢ Uphold UNCLOS-based maritime order and
freedom of navigation.

e Strengthen SAGAR and Indo-Pacific maritime
cooperation.



Innovate or be eaten

India must realise the importance of
innovating up to the frontier
here is ne question that Indian profes-
sionals are capable of pathbreaking inno-
vation. As evidenced by the strong repre-
sentation of Indian and Indian-origin technology
industry leaders, Indian executives have dis-
played extraordinary talent in both the manage-
rial and technical work that goes into building
and advancing complex businesses at the fore-
front of the global economy's most important en-
gines. ‘Bharat Innovates 2026°, the event in Nice,
France, supported by the Ministry of Education,
has shown that many of these innovations are
possible in India, and that patient incubation of
startups in key strategic areas can lead to excep-
thonal results that are competitive with the best-
in-class globally. India’s potential to be a global
home for innovation is real, especially with the
kind of middle power collaboration that French
President Emmanuel Macron advocated for at
the event. The innovation question is key to pro-
cessing the aftermath of Anthropic’s most power-
ful Al medels, Claude Mythos and Fable, being
banned for non-Americans, a move that has al-
ready affected some Indian entities and users.
Perhaps it is not possible to brute-force fron-
tier Al or semiconductor technology, given the
tens of billions of dollars even a single player re-
quires to make incremental advances in these
fields. Becoming an Al deployment superpower,
as many tech policymakers advocate, may also be
a pursuit of a losing battle; India, after all, is not
alone in seeking knowledge economy efficiencies
from Al But the field of opportunities remains
nonetheless vast: deep tech in areas such as
space exploration, defence, and even material
sciences remain an open contest. For India to
pursue innovation, two ingredients are impor-
tant: India must be a stable and attractive home
for eapital and talent. For the former, the swash-
buckling rent-seeking of the successful must be
reined in to keep innovators from dreading suc-
cess on Indian soil; venture capital must bein a
position to assess exploratory and cutting-edge
pitches on the same footing as they do in other
countries; and tax policies must be clear and
predictable. To be an attractive home for talent,
what is required is quite simple: the top talent
must look forward to their future in India, instead
of running into a dead end for their potential and
the life they feel greener pastures may afford
them. For this, investments in public goods such
as clean air, abundant urban green spaces, and
affordable and reliable public transport can go a
long way. These are, after all, what returnees
miss the most. Some of India's oldest and most
stubborn problems are in the way of a truly inno-
vative ecosystem, The good news is that these
problems need political capital, not risk capital.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

* The ‘Bharat Innovates 2026’ event in France
highlighted India's growing capabilities in deep-
tech innovation and startup-led technological
development.

* The event emphasized India's potential to
emerge as a global innovation hub through
collaboration among governments, academia,
startups, and industry.

* Theissue gained relevance amid restrictions on
access to certain advanced foreign Al models,
raising concerns regarding technological
dependence and digital sovereignty.

e The discussion reinforces the need for India to
strengthen indigenous capabilities in critical
and emerging technologies.

Key Points
* India has emerged as the 3rd largest startup
ecosystem globally.
e Key sectors with strategic potential:
o Artificial Intelligence (Al)
Semiconductors
Quantum Technologies
Space Technology
Defence Technology
Advanced Materials
Biotechnology

0O O O O o o

e Innovation requires:
Stable regulatory framework
o Predictable taxation
o Availability of patient capital
o Strong research ecosystem
o Skilled human resources
e Major Government Initiatives:
o Startup India
Digital India
Atmanirbhar Bharat
National Quantum Mission
IndiaAl Mission
Semicon India Programme
National Research Foundation (NRF)

O O 0O O O O

Static Linkages

e Innovation is a key driver of long-term economic growth.

e Research and Development (R&D) expenditure is an
important indicator of technological capability.

¢ Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) promote innovation and
commercialization.

e Human capital formation is essential for knowledge-based
economies.

e Strategic autonomy increasingly depends upon
technological self-reliance.

e |ndustry-Academia collaboration is critical for innovation
ecosystems.

ECritical Analysis

Dpportunities

e Reduces dependence on foreign technologies.

e Strengthens strategic autonomy.

Promotes high-value employment.

e Improves global competitiveness.

Supports defence and national security objectives.

Enhances export potential in high-tech sectors.

Challenges

e | ow R&D expenditure compared to major innovation
economies.

e Limited private-sector investment in deep-tech.

e Brain drain of highly skilled talent.

e Weak industry-academia linkages.

e Regulatory and taxation uncertainties.

e Dependence on imported semiconductor and critical
technology components.

pvay Forward

e |ncrease public and private R&D expenditure.

e Strengthen implementation of the National Research
Foundation.

e Expand deep-tech funding and venture capital support.

e Improve ease of doing business and regulatory certainty.

e Promote industry-academia-government collaboration.

e Develop world-class innovation clusters.

e Enhance urban infrastructure and quality of life to retain
talent.

e Strengthen IPR ecosystem and technology transfer
mechanisms.

e Accelerate indigenous capabilities in Al, semiconductors,
quantum technology, and advanced manufacturing.




Step forward

The top court has given an economic
value to unpaid domestic work

he Supreme Court’s judgment in Shishu-

pal @Shish Ram vs Surjeet by a Division

Bench of Justices Sanjay Karol and N.K.
Singh, is likely a landmark. The ruling originated
as the Court revised compensation granted by
the Motor Accident Claims Tribunal (MACT) for a
road accident in 2001. The first MACT awarded
the family of Reshma, the accident victim, ¥2.42
lakh, which the Punjab and Haryana High Court
revised in 2024 to ¥8.43 lakh. But in its order, the
Court revised it to 362.78 lakh after amaching a
sum of 30,000 a month to Ms. Reshma's ‘eco-
nomic value', for the service she rendered as a
homemaker. The ruling is not surprising. In Lata
Wadhwa (2001), the Court valued a homemaker's
services at a modest 83,000. In Kirti vs Oriental
Insuerance (2021), it said the economic value of a
homemaker's work cannot be discounted simply
because it is unpaid or performed by women. Ho-
wever, the ‘official” value attached to that work
has suffered from inconsistent quantification.
The Bench’s value of ¥30,000 a month is itself
notional and a floor; it added that the floor must
be hiked by 10% every three years and a woman's
salary, where applicable, has to be added to the
floor, in the context of MACT's claims. The judg-
ment does not create a salary, wage entitlement,
pension scheme or employment relationship for
homemakers, and applies to compensation cal-
culations in MACT cases only. That said, the now-
normalised societal tendency to undervalue wo-
men's work means that any advance is valuable
and will likely have ripple effects,

The connection between unpaid domestic la-
bour and suppressed female labour force partici-
patien Is a major theme In conmemporary Indian
labour economics. Now, for example, homemak-
ers seeking maintenance under the Hindu Mar-
riage Act, say, have judicial reasoning supporting
the economic value of their domestic work, Rural
women who “assist in sowing, harvesting, and
caitle-tending”, as the Court noted, can now in-
voke the Court’s reasoning to pitch to have thelr
labour, which is often treated as being incidental
1o household work, valued higher. The additive
rule may encourage litigants to invoke similar
reasoning in employment disputes vis-d-vis "'work
from home' arrangements and domestic respon-
sibilities. Future litigation may test whether male
homemakers can claim equivalent treatment.
Motor insurance is already a low-margin segment
for many insurers, and a large increase in the av-
erage claim size - likely applied retrospectively
as well - may force companies to reassess their
risk models and render them more inclined to
settle claims quickly in Lok Adalats. All said, the
Shishupal judgment is a vital corrective to de-
cades of economic erasure.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context
e Supreme Court enhanced MACT compensation
in 2 2001 road accident case involving the
death of a homemaker.
e Compensation increased from ¥8.43 lakh
(Punjab & Haryana High Court) to ¥62.78 lakh.
e The Court assigned a notional income of
¥30,000 per month to a homemaker for
compensation calculation.
e Judgment delivered by a Division Bench
comprising Justice Sanjay Karol and Justice N.
K. Singh.

Key Points
¢ Homemaker's unpaid domestic work has
measurable economic value.
e 3¥30,000/month fixed as the minimum notional
value of homemaker services in MACT claims.
* Notional income to be enhanced by 10% every
three years.
e |fthe homemaker had independent earnings,
such income will be added separately.
* Applicable only to Motor Accident Claims
Tribunal (MACT) compensation calculations.
e Does not:
o Create a salary/wage entitlement.
o Establish employer-employee relationship.
o Provide pension or social security benefits.

Important Judicial Evolution
Case - Observation

Lata Wadhwa (2001) - Recognized economic
contribution of homemakers; valued services at
about ¥3,000/month

Kirti v. Oriental Insurance (2021) - Homemaker's
work cannot be undervalued merely because it is
unpaid

Shishupal @ Shish Ram v. Surjeet (2026) - Fixed
¥30,000/month benchmark for MACT
compensation

Static Linkages

Article 14 - Equality before Law.

Article 15(3) — Special provisions for women.
Article 38 — Social, economic and political justice.
Article 39(a) — Adequate means of livelihood.
Article 39(d) - Equal pay for equal work.

Article 42 - Just and humane conditions of work.
Preamble - Justice, Equality and Dignity.
Concept of unpaid care economy.

Female Labour Force Participation Rate (FLFPR).
Time Use Survey conducted by NSO.

Why is the Judgment Important?

Recognizes the economic contribution of unpaid
domestic labour.

Addresses historical undervaluation of women's
work.

Strengthens gender-sensitive interpretation of
compensation laws.

Provides a uniform benchmark for MACT cases.
May influence future litigation relating to
maintenance, divorce, and dependency claims.

Concerns

¥30,000 remains a judicial estimate, not an
empirically determined wage.

Limited applicability to motor accident
compensation cases.

Potential increase in insurance claim liabilities.
Does not translate into direct economic rights for
homemakers.

Way Forward

Institutional recognition of unpaid care work
through policy measures.

Greater use of Time Use Survey data in
policymaking.

Gender-responsive budgeting.

Strengthening social security measures for unpaid
caregivers.

Standardized compensation guidelines across
tribunals.



Forlasting peace, US & Iran have tolook o Leverage
beyond their philosophies of negotiation o Compromise
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:L,;“ulsz:’Ym:ﬁI ame _l’f“‘é‘“" TV DLERInIA TTEIINIUZ e National Interest as the basis of foreign policy.
e Realist theory in International Relations.
Context _ e Soft Power, Hard Power and Smart Power.
* Recent US-Iran engagement following e Strategic Autonomy.
prolonged tensions in West Asia has revived e Economic Sanctions as instruments of foreign
discussions on nuclear negotiations, sanctions, policy.
and regional security. e Peaceful Settlement of Disputes under the UN
* Beyond geopolitical and nuclear issues, Charter.
analysts highlight a fundamental clash in ¢ Diplomacy as an instrument of national power.
negotiation philosophies between the two e Balance of Power in international politics.
countries. e Nuclear Non-Proliferation principles.
* The contrasting approaches are reflected in:
o The Art of the Deal by Donald Trump Critical Analysis
o The Power of Negotiation by Abbas Significance _ .
Araghchi e Highlights the importance of understanding
« Theissue is relevant for understanding cgltural and institutional dimensions of
diplomacy.

diplomacy, international negotiations,

sanctions, and conflict resolution. e Explains repeated failures of US-Iran negotiations

despite multiple diplomatic initiatives.
e Demonstrates how negotiation styles can

Key Pomt.s ) influence international outcomes.
US Negotiation Approach Challenges
e Transactional and outcome-oriented. e Deep trust deficit.
* Focuson: e Divergent strategic objectives.
° Quick agreements. ¢ Domestic political constraints.
© Maximum pressure strategy. e Regional geopolitical rivalries.
o Economic sanctions as leverage. e Security concerns regarding nuclear capabilities.
o Visible diplomatic achievements. Implications
e Prefers definitive settlements over prolonged e Prolonged instability in West Asia.

Threats to global energy security.
Risks to maritime trade routes.
Challenges to nuclear non-proliferation efforts.

negotiations.
Iranian Negotiation Approach
e [nstitutional and strategy-driven.
* Emphasizes:
o Strategic patience. Way Forward

o Sovereignty and strategic autonomy. : Stu”d c:hnfidenclzsltkt]roufgg. plhased agreements.
o Long-term bargaining. rengthen multilateral diplomacy.

o IncreraebeShcessions. . Increasg transparency and verification
Fad . . mechanisms.
* Negotiation viewed as a continuous process « Promote sustained diplomatic engagement
rather than a one-tim : . ’
C at efE'a[ aofe’; edc‘iieali e Reduce dependence on coercive measures.
ausgf?co ‘ploma 'C_ ca foc e Encourage region-wide security dialogue.
[ ] N . .
Di e.rent perceptions of. e Focus on trust-building measures before
° Time comprehensive agreements.




To recover lost ground, ISI
must look to IITs, [IMs
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ISI admits
around 550to
600 students

ayear.lITs
admitcloseto
2.500. Foran

institution that
wants tobe
genuinely
competitive by
its centenaryin
2031, that gap
hastoclose

C MAHALANOBIS started the
Indian Statistical Institute {IST)
ml(ol.ka\am 1931 witha su-nple

even passed. The Institutes of Technology
Act of 1961 gave every ITT a compact board,
merit-based appointments, and genuine
The [IMs got similar architec-

tical dnnkms coul.d mhelnd.l.a

ture in 2017. Both systems expanded dra-

d country. Withi

aticallyin size, quality and global standing,

ation, 151 was informing the Five ‘I'car
Plans, bulldingthe Natlonal Sample Survey
from scrateh, and sending graduatestoin-
stitutions around the warld. It was, for a
time, genuinely world-class. That is no
onger obvi y true. And the ane
worth stating plainly.
Wl live i inamoment when Al and ma-

yindustry,

mnrgmmmnmﬂmum every rescarch

discipline. The foundations of all of it, pro-

bability, inference, uncertainty, modelling,

are what 151 was built to teach. The instin-
dbeat the centre of this

I51, still running on a society structure from
the 1930s, did not.

“The Draft ISTBll, 2026 addressesthe cone
problem. An 1i-member Board of Govern-
ance with balanced internal and external
representation replaces the current un-
wieldy council. IS becomes a body corpor-
ate, which removes the procedural vetothat
hasblocked change for S0 years. The regional
centres in Delhi, Bengaluru, Chennai and
Tezpur getreal administrativeand financial
aumnumy Bungoverdm Amlmelrmmte‘s

pandstoinchede Aland
“That last point matters: 151

Instead, itiswatching from the sidelines. Not
because of any shortage of talent inside its
walls. But because its governance hasmade
iralmost impossible to cl

Whe say this as members of the 4th Re-
view Committee, which submitted its find-
ings in 2021 What we found was nota fall-
ing institution. We found dedicated
researchers, proud alumni, and genuinely
excellent students. What we also found
was a structure that had quietly calcified
over decades. The Governing Council,
which should be a lean body setting stra-
tegic direction, had grown to 33 members,
17 of whom are effectively insiders. Divi-
sion heads are chosen by internal elee-
tions, which tend to reward popularity
over academie leadership. The General

Body, with over 1,000 members, many of

them formerstaff, helds a veto enany seri-
ous reform. Four successive Review Com-
mittees going back to 1966 recommended
asmaller, more agile council. The council
got bigger each time.

“The ITs arethe obvious comparison, and
itisnotafl for IS IMT Kharagp
was converted into a proper statutory body
in 1956, three years before the IS1 Act was

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context
e The Draft ISI Bill, 2026 seeks to reform the

governance structure of the Indian Statistical

Institute (ISI).

should not need leglslallve permission to
teach AL but given where it has been stuck,
the F.l‘plicit mandm MP&

T8l admi S5 00 st
ITs admit dasctuzml'-‘oramnsmuum
that by compy yits
eentenaryin 2031, that gap hastoclose. India
needs more people trained tothink carefully
about data, not fewer. The talent pool is
there. The demand from industry and gov-
ermnment ksreal. What hasbeen missing ls the
institutional capacity to respond.
Duringthe original Lok $abhadebate on
the ISI Bill in December 1959, several
members warned about exactly the govern-
ance problems wesee today, Theywere right,
and it took 66 years to respond legslatively.
TheBillisa good start. Nowit needstobe
implemented with the same seriousness
withwhich it was drafved

Mashelkar is former director-general of CSIR. He
chaired the Jth 15! Review Committes.
Zainulbhails former chairmanof the

Capacity Building Commission and

former chairman of McKinsey India. He
served on the 4th IS Review Committes

The reforms are based on recommendations of
the 4th Review Committee (2021).

The Bill aims to modernize ISl and align it with
emerging fields such as Artificial Intelligence
(Al), Machine Learning (ML), Data Science, and
Advanced Analytics.

The issue is significant in the context of India's
push towards a knowledge economy, Al
leadership, and evidence-based policymaking.

Key Points
Indian Statistical Institute (ISI)

Founded in 1931 by P.C. Mahalanobis at
Kolkata.

Declared an Institution of National Importance
through the ISI Act, 1959.

Headquarters: Kolkata.

Major centres: Delhi, Bengaluru, Chennai, and
Tezpur.

Known for contributions to:

o Statistics

o Mathematics

o Quantitative Economics

o Computer Science

o Operations Research

Contributions of P.C. Mahalanobis

Pioneer of modern statistics in India.
Developed the Mahalanobis Distance.

Instrumental in establishing the National Sample
Survey (NSS).

Played a key role in India's planning process
through the Second Five-Year Plan (Mahalanobis
Model).

Draft ISI Bill, 2026

Replaces the 33-member Governing Council with
an 11-member Board of Governance.
Converts ISl into a Body Corporate.
Provides greater administrative and financial
autonomy to regional centres.
Expands ISI's mandate to include:

o Artificial Intelligence

o Machine Learning

o Data Science

o Allied emerging technologies

Significance

Supports India's Al ecosystem.

Strengthens capacity for data-driven governance.
Enhances institutional autonomy and efficiency.
Improves research competitiveness and
innovation.

Static Linkages

Institutions of National Importance are
established through an Act of Parliament.
Sample surveys are an important tool for socio-
economic data collection.

Statistical systems support public policy,
planning, and welfare programmes.

Scientific institutions require autonomy,
accountability, and academic freedom.

Human capital and innovation are key drivers of
economic growth.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Improves governance efficiency.

Enhances institutional autonomy.

Aligns ISI with emerging technological needs.
Facilitates interdisciplinary research.
Supports India's Al and data economy.

Challenges

Governance reforms alone may not improve
academic excellence.

Need for increased funding and faculty
recruitment.

Expansion into Al requires modern infrastructure.
Maintaining balance between traditional statistics
and emerging disciplines.

Way Forward

Increase student intake and research capacity.
Strengthen industry-academia collaboration.
Promote interdisciplinary Al and data science
research.

Ensure transparent and merit-based governance.
Enhance global academic partnerships.

Create a national talent pipeline in statistics and
Al.



On cough syrups,along
overdue prescription

HE CENTRE'S decision to remove cough syrups from
Schedule K of the Drugs Rules, 1945 — the list of medi-
cines that can be sold without a prescription — isabe-

lated but necessary acknowledgement of a regulatory
failure that has persisted for years and resulted in multiple tra-
gedies. InOctober 2025, over 20 children died across Madhya Pra-
desh and Rajasthan after consuming locally procured cough
syrups. Between December 2019 and January 2020, there were
similarcasualties in Jammu. These domestic disasters came on
top of a scarred intemnational record: India-made cough syrups
have been tied to the deaths of more than 140 children in Africa
and Central Asia since 2022,

Cough syrups occupy an anomalous position in India’s drug
regulation framework. While recognised as medicines, many for-
mulations — cruciallythose under Entry number13of Schedule
K—benefitted from exemptionsthat enabled theirsale through
channelssubject to weaker oversight than licensed pharmacies.
Thishasfostered a culture of self-medication, poor prescription
discipline and fragmented accountability across thesupply chain.
Particularly affected are vulnerable communities, especially in
villageswith a population of less than 1,000, where their sale was
permitted —in MP, forinstance, it was found that the coughsyrup
in question, Coldrif, contained diethylene glycol far in excess of
permissiblelimits, The change inlaw translates toashift inaccess,
All syrup-based medicines, including cough syrups containing
opioids like codeine, can nolonger be purchased overthe counter.

Yet the prescription mandate, on its own, Is unlikely to be suf-
ficient. Drug regulation in Indiasuffers froma Centre-state coor-
dination deficit, and investigations after tragedies have re-
peatedly pointed to loopholes in quality control and inspection,
raising uncomfortable questions about the capacity of regulators
tomonitorarapidly expanding pharmasector. Concernsalsore-
main about rural India, where limited access to healtheare facil-
ities risks pushing people toward unlicensed vendors. The new
rule must, therefore, be accompanied by rigorous enforcement,
greater transparency in reporting adverse events, and investment
in rural healthcare. The country must focus on a regulatory cul-
ture that prioritises patient safety over crisis management.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

* The Central Government has removed
exemptions that allowed certain cough syrups
under Schedule K of the Drugs Rules, 1945 to
be sold without prescription.

e The decision follows multiple incidents of child
deaths linked to contaminated cough syrups in
India and abroad.

* Investigations found the presence of
Diethylene Glycol (DEG) and Ethylene Glycol
(EG) beyond permissible limits in some
formulations.

* Henceforth, cough syrups, including codeine-
based formulations, will require stricter
prescription-based access.

Key Points

* Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940: Principal
legislation regulating import, manufacture,
distribution and sale of drugs.

* Drugs Rules, 1945: Framed under the Act;
contain provisions such as Schedule K.

e Schedule K: Provides exemptions from certain
provisions of the Act/Rules for specified drugs
and categories.

* Diethylene Glycol (DEG):

o [ndustrial solvent.

o Highly toxic to kidneys and nervous system.

o Consumption can cause acute kidney injury
and death.

e Ethylene Glycol (EG):
o Commonly used in antifreeze and industrial
products.
o Toxic when ingested.
e Codeine:
o Opioid derivative used as cough suppressant.
o Potential for misuse and dependence.

Static Linkages
e Drugs and pharmaceuticals are placed in the
Concurrent List (List 111).
e Public health primarily falls under the State List.
e Article 21: Right to Life has been judicially
expanded to include the Right to Health.
e Directive Principles:
o Article 39(e): Protection of health.
o Article 47: Duty of the State to improve public
health.
e Regulation of medicines reflects the principle of
Welfare State.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Reduces indiscriminate self-medication.
e Strengthens patient safety.
e Improves accountability in pharmaceutical
supply chains.
e Enhances India's global pharmaceutical
credibility.
Challenges
e Weak Centre-State regulatory coordination.
e Inadequate drug-testing infrastructure.
e Shortage of inspectors and enforcement
personnel.
e Rural dependence on informal healthcare
providers.
e Poor pharmacovigilance and adverse-event
reporting.
Stakeholders
e Patients » Safer medicines.
e Pharmaceutical Industry » Greater compliance
burden but improved credibility.
e State Regulators - Increased monitoring
responsibilities.
e Healthcare System - Better prescription
discipline.

Way Forward

e Strengthen State Drug Control Departments.

e Expand accredited drug-testing laboratories.

e Improve Pharmacovigilance Programme of India
(PvPI).

e Implement digital drug traceability systems.

e Increase frequency of manufacturing inspections.

e Improve rural healthcare access.

e Strengthen quality control of pharmaceutical
excipients and raw materials.
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