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U.S., Iran reach deal to end war, re-open Strait

Millitary operations inchoding in Lebanon halted;

I Preliminary deal signed digially on Sunday, says
American naval blockade o0 Dran also terminated
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

The United States and Iran have reached a
preliminary agreement to end the ongoing
conflict in West Asia.

The agreement provides for:

o Immediate cessation of military operations.

o Removal of the U.S. naval blockade.
o Reopening of the Strait of Hormuz and Gulf
of Oman for commercial shipping.
o Future negotiations on Iran's nuclear
programme and sanctions.
India welcomed the agreement, emphasizing
regional stability, peace, and freedom of
navigation.
The development is significant due to the
strategic importance of the Strait of Hormuz in
global energy trade.

Key Points
Agreement Provisions

Immediate ceasefire between the U.S. and Iran.

Reopening of maritime routes through the
Strait of Hormuz.
Removal of restrictions on commercial
shipping.
Proposed negotiations on:

o Iran's nuclear programme.

o Sanctions relief.

o Frozen Iranian assets.

Strait of Hormuz

Located between Iran and Oman.
Connects:
o Persian Gulf
o Gulf of Oman
o Arabian Sea
Carries nearly 20% of global oil trade.
One of the world's most important maritime
chokepoints.

Importance for India
* Major route for India's crude oil and LNG

imports.

e Directimpact on:

o Energy security
o Current Account Deficit (CAD)
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o Inflation

o Shipping costs
Stability in the region supports uninterrupted trade
and energy supplies.

. Static Linkages

International straits used for navigation are
governed by the principle of transit passage under
UNCLOS.

Maritime chokepoints significantly influence global
trade and energy security.
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) help countries
manage disruptions in crude oil supply.

Energy security involves availability, accessibility,
affordability, and sustainability of energy resources.
West Asia remains crucial for India's:

o Energy imports

o Diasporainterests

o Maritime security

o Trade connectivity

Critical Analysis
Positives

Reduces geopolitical tensions in West Asia.
Improves global energy market stability.

Lowers shipping and insurance costs.

Enhances security of maritime trade routes.
Supports diplomatic engagement on nuclear issues.

Concerns

Final agreement details remain unclear.

Trust deficit between parties persists.
Uncertainty regarding sanctions relief.

Risk of future disruptions by state and non-state
actors.

Challenges in implementation and verification of
commitments.

Stakeholders

Iran: Sanctions relief and economic recovery.
United States: Regional stability and nuclear
oversight.

India: Energy security and safe maritime trade.
Gulf Countries: Stability in energy exports.

Global Shipping Industry: Reduction in operational
risks.

Way Forward

Ensure transparent implementation of the
agreement.

Strengthen international maritime security
cooperation.

Promote diplomatic resolution of nuclear disputes.
Enhance monitoring through international
verification mechanisms.

Diversify India's energy import basket.

Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.

Accelerate renewable energy and green hydrogen
initiatives.

Uphold freedom of navigation in accordance with
international law.



KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

India’s goods exports hit record high of
$45.2 billion in May; trade deficit widens

T.C.A, Sharad
NEW DELHI

India’s se ex-
paorts have jumped to a re-
«cord high of $45.2 billion in
May 2026, 18% higher than
%383 billion in May last
year, according to official
data. Services exports rose
13.2% during the same pe-
riod, 10$36.8 billion in May
2026.

However, despite this,
India's overall trade deficit
widened to $10.5 billion
from $6.8 billon in May
last year due to a sharper
growth in imports of both
#oods and services,

Broad-based increase

The data released by the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry show that India's
merchandise exports rose
in May, due o higher ship-
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ments to Singapore, China,
the ULK., Tanzania, Bangla-
desh, Germany, and South
Africa, among others. This
increase was also relatively
broad-based in terms of
sectors, with both petro-
leum and several non-pe-
troleum  sectors  seeing
strong growth in expons.

Context of the News

¢ [ndia’s merchandise exports reached a record
$45.2 billion in May 2026, registering an 18%
increase compared to May 2025.

Services exports rose by 13.2% to $36.8 billion.
Despite strong export growth, India’s overall
trade deficit widened to $10.5 billion due to a

faster rise in imports.

Data released by the Ministry of Commerce &
Industry indicate broad-based growth across
sectors and export destinations.

Key Points
Export Performance
Merchandise exports: $45.2 billion (18%

growth)

Services exports: $36.8 billion (13.2% growth)
Non-petroleum exports: $70.7 billion during

Within merchandise ex-
ports, the electronic goads
SECLOF SaW EXPOTLS growing
1L6% to $5.1 billicn in May
2026.

The organic and inor-

Notably, the engineer-
ing pooeds category saw ex-
ports jumping 24.5% in
May 2026 to $12.3 billion.
The gems and jewellery
=ector, too, saw a growth in
exports of 6.7% 1o 5.5 bil-
Tiom in May 2026,

Overall, the data show
India’s non-petroleum ex-
ports grew 10.5% to $70.7
billion in the first two
months of this financial
year.

Impaorts grow faster

India’s merchandise im-
ports jumped 22.1% o
5734 billion in May 2026.
As a result, the merchan-
dise trade deficit stood at
$28.2 billion in May this
year, 25% higher than in

2025,

ganic chemicals sector si-  May

milarly sw expons grow
by 12.7% to $2.7 billion dur-
ing the same period,

Services impors, too,
grew 14.0% in May 2026 to
51,1 billion,

April-May FY 2026-27 (10.5% growth)
Major Export Destinations

Singapore
China

United Kingdom

Bangladesh

Germany

South Africa

Tanzania

Sector-wise Export Growth
Engineering Goods: 24.5% growth to $12.3

billion

Electronic Goods: 11.6% growth to $5.1 billion
Organic & Inorganic Chemicals: 12.7% growth to

$2.7 billion

Gems & Jewellery: 6.7% growth to $2.5 billion

Import Performance
e Merchandise imports: $73.4 billion (22.1%

growth)

e Merchandise trade deficit: $28.2 billion

e Services imports: $19.1 billion (14.1% growth)

Static Linkages
e Balance of Trade (BoT) = Merchandise Exports -
Merchandise Imports.

Current Account includes goods, services,
income, and transfer payments.

India traditionally runs a merchandise trade
deficit but a services trade surplus.

Export diversification improves resilience
against global economic shocks.
Manufacturing competitiveness depends on
productivity, infrastructure, logistics, and
technology.

Higher value-added exports contribute more
significantly to economic growth and
employment generation.

Foreign trade is a key determinant of Balance
of Payments stability.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Record export performance reflects improving
global competitiveness.

Strong growth in engineering and electronics
exports indicates manufacturing expansion.
Broad-based sectoral growth reduces
dependence on a few export commodities.
Services exports continue to strengthen India’s
foreign exchange earnings.

Growing exports support employment
generation and industrial growth.

Concerns

Imports are growing faster than exports,
widening the trade deficit.

Continued dependence on imported crude oil
and intermediate goods.

Rising trade deficit may increase pressure on
the Current Account Deficit.

Global economic slowdown and protectionist
trends may affect future export demand.
Logistics and compliance costs remain
relatively high for exporters.

Way Forward

Strengthen export-oriented manufacturing.
Promote higher value-added exports,
especially electronics and engineering goods.
Enhance integration with Global Value Chains
(GVCs).

Improve logistics efficiency through PM Gati
Shakti and National Logistics Policy.

Expand market access through Free Trade
Agreements (FTAS).

Reduce import dependence in strategic
sectors.

Support MSMEs through export credit and
market access initiatives.

Improve product quality, standards, and
branding for global competitiveness.



India and Slovakia expand
ties with a series of MoUs
from defence to education

\

Sriram Lakshmian

LONDON

India and Slovakia on Mon-
day expanded their bilver-
al relationship with memo-
randa of understanding
{(MoUs) across defence, la-
bour mebility, education,
digital rech, and other sec-
tors, officially branding
their relationship a “Com-
prehensive Partnership’.

“Held an excellent
meeting with Frime Minis-
ter [Robert] Fico, This is in-
deed a very special mo-
ment for the India-Slovakia
friendship,” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said follow-
ing bilaveral talks in the Slo-
vakian capital of Bratiskia.

The Prime Minister is
here for a little over 24
hours: — the first visit by an
Indian  Prime  Minister
since the founding of Slo-
vakia in 1953,

“Our talks covered
cooperation in seclors like
automobiles, railways, ad-
wvanced  manufacturing,
and green technology. The
India-EL Free Trade Agree-
ment will also add momen-
tum to our partnership,”
the Prime Minister said.

The countries commit-
ted to significantly boost
tworway trade and invest-
ment across areas such as
th L L

Prirme Minkstes d with his Slovak t Robert

Fico ot the Bratiskva Castle in Slovakia on Monday. REUTERS

1o facilitate academic and
institutional linkages was
also signed.

Mr. Modi and Mr. Fico
agreed to promote the mo-
bility of students and re-
searchers — especially in
STEM fields and humani-
tes.

Action against terrorists
The formation of a Joint
Working Group on Terro-
rism was agreed by Mr. Mo
di and Mr. Flco, with the
two leaders st
condemning  the  April
2025 verror atacks in Pa-
halgam.

They agreed to work to-
wards the adoption of the
Comprel i Conven-
tion on International Ter-
rorism within the United
Nations fi

and advance manufactur-
ing industries,

The labour migration
Mol signed seeks to facili-
tate mobility and the ex-
change of information bet-
ween the authorities in
both countries, as per the
joint statement, The two
sides abo agreed 1o con-
clude a social security
agreement in this regand.

An Mol between the
Higher Education Minis-
tries of the two countries

k.

The two leaders called
for action against terro-
rists, including those in the
UN Security Council 1267
Sanctions Committee list
and the sponsors of
terrorism.

The tao sides real-
firmed their support for
multilateralism and called
for UN reform, including
the UNSC, with an expan-
sion of the permanent and
non-permanent seats on
the Couneil.

Slovakia has contimsed
to support India's quest for
a permanent seat on the
UNSC and “reaffirmed its
constructive approach” to
Iindia's membership to the
Nuclear Suppliers Group,
as per the joint statement.

Defence and  security
cooperation would be “one
ol the key pillars™ of the In-
dia-Slovakia relationship,
a3 per the jolnt statement.

The two sides signed a
Lexter of Intent (o promote
defence cooperation = a
move welcomed by Mr
Modi and Mr. Fico in their

staternents. Through
this framework, the go-
vernments would seck to
collaborate more in de
fence technologies, de-
fence industrial cooperas
tion, capacity building,
and  research  and
development.

The two governments
signed an Mol on digital
technologies 10 provide
structure 1o their digital
cooperation, as they com-
mitted 1o deepening col-
laboration in Al, semicon-
duciors and start-ups.

They also agreed to ex-
plore  cooperation  in
emerging felds, including
the Internet of Things and
&G standardisation.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Slovakia,
the first visit by an Indian Prime Minister since
Slovakia's independence in 1993.

* India and Slovakia elevated bilateral ties to a
Comprehensive Partnership.

e Several agreements were signed in defence,
labour mobility, education, digital
technologies, and counter-terrorism.

e Slovakia reiterated support for India's
permanent membership in the UN Security
Council and membership in the Nuclear
Suppliers Group (NSG).

Key Points
Bilateral Cooperation
e Comprehensive Partnership established.
e Focus on strengthening political, economic and
strategic ties.
e Enhanced engagement with Central and
Eastern Europe.
Trade and Economy
¢ Commitment to increase bilateral trade and
investment.
e Cooperationin:
o Automobile sector
Electronics manufacturing
Advanced manufacturing
Railways
Green technology

O O O O

Labour Mobility
* MoU signed on labour migration.
e Facilitation of skilled workforce mobility.
* Information-sharing on labour markets.
* Agreement to work towards a Social Security
Agreement (SSA).
Education and Research
* MoU on higher education cooperation.
e Promotion of:
o Academic exchanges
o Research collaboration
o Student mobility
e Focus on STEM and humanities.
Defence Cooperation
e Letter of Intent signed on defence cooperation.
e Areas of cooperation:
o Defence technology
o Defence manufacturing
o Capacity building
o Research & Development
Digital and Emerging Technologies
* MoU signed on digital technologies.
e Cooperationin:
o Artificial Intelligence (Al)
o Semiconductors
o Start-ups
o Internet of Things (IoT)
o 6G standardisation
Counter-Terrorism
e Joint Working Group on Terrorism to be
established.
e Condemnation of the Pahalgam terror attack
(2025).
e Support for adoption of the Comprehensive
Convention on International Terrorism (CCIT).
Multilateral Cooperation
e Support for UN reforms.
e Demand for expansion of UNSC permanent and
non-permanent membership.
e Slovakia reaffirmed support for:
o India's UNSC permanent membership.
o India's NSG membership.

Static Linkages

e Article 51 promotes international peace and
security.

e |ndia supports reformed multilateralism.

* NSG is a voluntary nuclear export-control
grouping established in 1975.

e CCIT was proposed by India in 1996 at the
United Nations.

e Social Security Agreements prevent double
social security contributions and ensure
portability of benefits.

e Defence indigenisation is promoted under
Atmanirbhar Bharat.



e Al, semiconductors, |IoT and 6G are critical
technologies of the Fourth Industrial
Revolution.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities
e Expands India's strategic footprint in Central
Europe.
e Strengthens defence industrial cooperation.
* Enhances access to advanced technologies.
e Supports skilled labour mobility.
e Promotes educational and research
partnerships.
e Builds support for India's global governance
reform agenda.
Challenges
¢ Bilateral trade remains relatively low.
* Regulatory barriers may affect
implementation.
e Defence technology transfer constraints.
¢ Delaysin India-EU FTA negotiations.
* Need for sustained institutional coordination.

Way Forward

e Fast-track India-EU Free Trade Agreement
negotiations.

e Operationalise defence cooperation
mechanisms.

e Conclude Social Security Agreement.

* Expand semiconductor and Al collaboration.

e Strengthen counter-terrorism intelligence
sharing.

* Increase academic and research exchanges.

* Promote joint ventures in manufacturing and
defence.

* Deepen engagement with Central and Eastern
European countries.




Technology drives India-France strategic convergence
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

* PM Narendra Modi met French President
Emmanuel Macron on the sidelines of the G7
Summit 2026 in Evian, France.

* The meeting followed Macron's visit to India
for the India Al Impact Summit 2026.

* Both leaders launched the India-France Year of
Innovation 2026.

* They jointly inaugurated Bharat Innovates in
Nice and emphasized technology-driven
cooperation.

e PM Modi also attended VivaTech 2026,
Europe's largest technology and start-up
summit.

* The developments reflect the growing focus on
technology, innovation, defence manufacturing
and strategic cooperation in India-France
relations.

Key Points
India-France Strategic Partnership
e Established in 1998.
* Elevated as a Special Global Strategic
Partnership.
* France is among India's closest strategic
partners in Europe.
Traditional Areas of Cooperation
e Defence cooperation.
Civil nuclear energy.
e Space cooperation.
Counter-terrorism.
e Maritime security.
Emerging Areas of Cooperation
* Artificial Intelligence (Al).
e Cybersecurity.
* Biotechnology.
e Healthcare innovation.
e Green technology.
e Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI).
e Education and research.
e Start-up ecosystem collaboration.
Defence Cooperation

* Rafale fighter aircraft.
e Scorpene-class submarines.
e Focus on co-development and co-production.
e Support for Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence
manufacturing.
Space Cooperation
e |SRO-CNES collaboration.
e Joint satellite missions.
* Maritime surveillance.
e Climate and ocean monitoring.
Nuclear Cooperation
e Jaitapur Nuclear Power Project.
e Cooperation in Small Modular Reactors (SMRs).
¢ Clean energy transition support.
Indo-Pacific Cooperation
¢ Free, Open and Inclusive Indo-Pacific.
e Maritime domain awareness.
¢ Rules-based international order.
* Freedom of navigation.
Africa Cooperation
e Capacity building.
e Renewable energy projects.
¢ Healthcare initiatives.
e Development partnerships.
G7 and D10 Debate
* India participated in the G7 Summit as an
invited country.
e Discussions continue on possible expansion of
G7 into a D10 grouping of major democracies.
¢ Highlights India's growing role in global
governance.

Static Linkages

e Strategic autonomy is a core principle of Indian
foreign policy.

e Article 51 of the Constitution promotes
international peace and security.

* Defence indigenisation strengthens national
security.

e Technology transfer supports self-reliance.

¢ Nuclear energy contributes to energy security
and low-carbon development.

¢ The Indian Ocean Region is vital for India's
maritime interests.

e Multipolarity involves distribution of power
among multiple centres.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities
e Access to advanced technology.
e Strengthening indigenous defence production.
e Expansion of innovation and start-up
partnerships.
e Enhanced Al and digital cooperation.



Greater Indo-Pacific cooperation.
Support for India's strategic autonomy.

Challenges

Slow implementation of projects.

Limited technology transfer in sensitive
sectors.

High cost of defence acquisitions.
Geopolitical uncertainties.

Regulatory and intellectual property issues.

Strategic Significance

Strengthens India's position in Europe.
Supports diversification of strategic
partnerships.

Enhances India's role in a multipolar world.
Promotes resilient supply chains and
technology cooperation.

Way Forward

Accelerate defence co-development projects.
Expand Al and semiconductor cooperation.
Strengthen cyber security partnerships.
Promote joint research and innovation funds.
Fast-track nuclear and space projects.
Deepen Indo-Pacific and Africa cooperation.
Institutionalize start-up and academic
exchanges.
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Politics over people
Pragmatism should guide India's
demographic governance

n constituting a panel to study demographic
l changes in India, the Centre was guided by a

paranoid mindset that saw devious conspi-
racies everywhere. The move gave shape and
substanee to a thought expressed by Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah: “unnatural demographic change™
is a “very significant challenge to the present and
future of any nation”. In his Independence Day
address in 2025, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
announced the proposal, characterising illegal
infiltration as a “premeditated conspiracy” to al-
ter India’s demography. The committee, chaired
by retired Supreme Court judge Justice P.P. Nao-
lekar, is to assess demographic changes, examine
patterns of abnormal population shifts among re-
ligious and social communities, and recommend
a time-bound solution. Mr. Shah linked demo-
graphic changes not enly to soverelgnty but also
to national security, law and order, “profound
changes in social structure and the preservation
of tribal society”. According to the government,
demographic shifts have affected public service
delivery, local governance, resource distribution
and social cohesion, and Justice Maolekar has
said that the panel will also formulate a system
for the custody and deportation of infiltrators.

It is indeed true that the management of pop-
ulation dynamics is a key instrument of gover-
nance. On June 14, Switzerland held a referen-
dum and rejected a proposal to cap the country's
population at 10 million. Across the world, immi-
gration has become contentious, with unregulat-
ed cross-border movement seen as a challenge o
sovereignty. Population management, however,
is not entirely about illegal infiltration, and secur-
itising demographic trends at the cost of all adja-
cent factors could do more harm than good. As
the recent experience with the SIR of electoral
rolls shows, facts about people would be seen as
valid only to the extent that these are established
through documentation. If this exercise creates a
large stateless population with no country willing
to accept them, it could result in a demographic
deadlock rather than a solution. The fear of com-
munal profiling of Muslims is real, and the Centre
should also seriously consider whether the hu-
man costs are worth it, India faces major demo-
graphic challenges. Rising life expectancy and
falling birth rates are changing the composition
of India’s population. There are concerns of India
losing its demographic dividend, as the quality of
education and health, and the evolving dynamics
of work, remain very challenging. Migration con-
tinues to shape India’s trajectory. Partition creat-
ed three sovereign countries out of a gecgraphi-
cal and cultural continuum, and its legacy
included veluntary and involuntary movement
of people. Sensitivity and a longterm view
should guide India’s demographic governance.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News
e The Union Government has constituted a High-
Level Committee on Demographic Changes
under Justice P.P. Naolekar (Retd.).
¢ The committee will:

o Assess demographic changes across India.

o Examine abnormal population shifts among
communities.

o Study impacts on governance, resource
allocation, social cohesion, and national
security.

o Recommend measures regarding illegal
infiltration and deportation mechanisms.

e The move follows concerns over demographic
changes due to illegal migration, particularly in
border regions.

Key Points
Committee's Mandate

* Assess demographic changes and population

shifts.
e Examine implications for:
o National Security

Public Service Delivery
Resource Distribution
Local Governance
Tribal Communities
Social Cohesion

O O O o o

Suggest a time-bound policy framework.

Important Demographic Trends

India is undergoing Demographic Transition:
Declining fertility rates.

Rising life expectancy.

Increasing urbanization.

Changing age structure.

NFHS-5 (2019-21):Total Fertility Rate (TFR): 2.0
Replacement Fertility Rate: 2.1
Concerns:

o Population ageing.

o Future decline in demographic dividend.
o Migration-induced regional imbalances.

O O O O O

Government Concerns

[llegal cross-border migration.

Pressure on public resources.

Changes in local demographic composition.
Border security challenges.

Protection of tribal and indigenous communities.

Static Linkages
Constitutional Provisions

Articles 5-11 - Citizenship.

Article 14 - Equality before Law.

Article 21 - Right to Life and Personal Liberty.
Article 355 — Duty of Union to protect States against
external aggression and internal disturbance.

mportant Laws

Citizenship Act, 1955.

Foreigners Act, 1946.

Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920.
Census Act, 1948.

Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969.

Important Concepts

Demographic Dividend.
Demographic Transition Theory.
Migration.

Population Ageing.
Statelessness.

Human Security.

Eritical Analysis
ositives

Facilitates evidence-based demographic planning.
Improves welfare targeting and resource allocation.
Helps identify illegal migration patterns.

Strengthens national security and border management.
Protects vulnerable tribal communities.

Concerns

Risk of communal profiling.

Documentation-related exclusion of vulnerable groups.
Possibility of creating stateless persons.

Human rights and due process concerns.

Large administrative burden for verification exercises.

fvay Forward

Conduct regular Census and demographic surveys.
Strengthen Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (CRVS).
Ensure due process and constitutional safeguards.
Improve border management through technology.
Focus on education, healthcare, and skill development.
Balance security concerns with humanitarian obligations.



Preventive detentions are misused by
the state in the name of order

n Chander Pal Singh, a matter involving pre-
l ventive proceedings, the Allahabad High

Court has simultaneously addressed a part
of the eriminal justice system that often receives
less attention than ordinary criminal proceedings
and the more overbearing reality of mechanisms
designed to avert disturbances having gradually
become instruments to deprive people of liberty.
The state has the power to intervene before a
crime occurs if it is reasonably apprehensive that
a person is a threat to public order. However, it
has acquired a habit of exercising that power rou-
tinely, resulting in detentions without any sub-
stantive criminal change. The High Court’s order
was based, the Bench said, on a “highly irmespon
sible™ deprivation of personal liberties in Uttar
Pradesh, where police officers and executive ma-
gistrates were using preventive powers to incar-
cerate individuals on the basis of anguably minor
apprehensions. In Chander Pal Singh as well, the
petitioner, a physically challenged Dalit advo-
cate, had been arrested over a petty dispute with
a neighbour. The Bench said that between May
2025 and April 2026, around 2,500 people were
r\eponedly subjected to preventive detention pro-
ceedings in Ghaziabad, despite a 2021 State poli-
cy to guide the exercise of such powers.

The guidelines in response are commendable;
if implemented appropriately, they could reduce
the use of preventive incarceration in neighbour-
hood and property disputes; require executive
magistrates to justify their decisions; em:rvunge
constitutional challenges to unlawful ¢
detention; and generate appellate sr.rurlnyofl]u-
compensation framework, They may also snap at
the heels of magisirates who cite unspecified
“communal tensions” to jail protesters and who
impose prohibitively unaffordable bonds for re-
lease. Further, even if the ruling does not directly
impinge on the detention of activist Sonam
Wangchuk under the NSA, it eritiques the idea of
using the excuse of maintaining peace to silence
dissent and reminds the state that it still has a res-
ponsibility to maintain peace with peace. The
ruling may also apply to workers and activists re-
cently detained in New Delhi if held under Sec-
tions 126 or 170 of the BNSS without valid
grounds. That said, implementing the ruling will
bé difficiilt. The Bench said that compensation
for unlawful detention can be recovered from the
salary of the magistrate concerned and/or police
officer following a disciplinary hearing. However,
the executive has been historically reluctant to
penalise its personnel. Second, executive magis-
trates are part of the State administration an.d
their careers may depend on maintaining *peace’
as the State defines it. Addressing these han'lers
could reform preventive proceedings in India,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

¢ Allahabad High Court in Chander Pal Singh v.
State of Uttar Pradesh (2026) criticized the
misuse of preventive proceedings by police
and Executive Magistrates.

* The petitioner, a physically challenged Dalit
advocate, was subjected to preventive action
following a minor neighbourhood dispute.

e The Court observed that preventive powers are
increasingly being used routinely rather than
exceptionally.

e Around 2,500 individuals were reportedly
subjected to preventive proceedings in
Ghaziabad between May 2025 and April 2026.

¢ Thejudgmentissued guidelines to prevent
arbitrary deprivation of liberty under
preventive provisions of the BNSS, 2023.

Key Points

* Preventive proceedings are meant to prevent
anticipated breaches of peace, not to punish
individuals.

* Personal liberty cannot be curtailed on vague
or trivial apprehensions.

e Executive Magistrates must pass reasoned and
speaking orders.

* Preventive detention should remain an
exceptional measure.

Excessive security bonds violate principles of fairness and
proportionality.

Compensation may be awarded for unlawful detention.
Compensation can be recovered from responsible
officials after due process.

Judicial scrutiny of preventive proceedings has been
strengthened.

The judgment discourages using "public order" as a
justification for suppressing lawful dissent.

Static Linkages

Article 14 - Equality before Law.

Article 19 - Freedom of Speech, Assembly and Movement.
Article 21 - Protection of Life and Personal Liberty.

Article 22 - Safeguards against Arrest and Detention.
Preventive detention is constitutionally permissible in
India.

Rule of Law is a basic feature of the Constitution.

Judicial Review acts as a check on executive arbitrariness.
Principle of Proportionality in restrictions on fundamental
rights.

Natural Justice requires reasoned administrative
decisions.

Compensation for violation of Fundamental Rights
recognized through judicial precedents.

ritical Analysis
ositives

Strengthens protection of personal liberty.
Reinforces constitutional safeguards under Article 21.
Promotes accountability of police and Executive
Magistrates.

Encourages reasoned decision-making.

Strengthens judicial oversight.

Protects democratic dissent and peaceful protests.
Reduces misuse of preventive proceedings in local
disputes.

Concerns

Weak enforcement of accountability mechanisms.
Difficulty in recovering compensation from officials.
Administrative reluctance to initiate disciplinary
proceedings.

Broad interpretation of public order concerns.
Dependence of Executive Magistrates on the executive
hierarchy.

Limited monitoring of preventive proceedings.

pvay Forward

Ensure strict compliance with constitutional safeguards.
Mandate detailed recording of reasons before preventive
action.

Conduct periodic judicial review of preventive
proceedings.

Strengthen training of police and Executive Magistrates.
Establish independent oversight mechanisms.
Implement time-bound compensation frameworks.
Improve access to legal aid for affected individuals.
Apply necessity and proportionality tests before
restricting liberty.

Publish regular data on preventive proceedings for
transparency.



In West Asia pause, questions for India,
especially aboutits place at the table
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Context of the News

Recent military escalation involving Iran, Israel
and the United States led to a temporary
ceasefire/de-escalation arrangement.

The agreement reduced immediate risks to
global oil supplies, maritime trade and regional
stability.

Coreissues such as Iran's nuclear programme,
regional proxy conflicts and Israel's security
concerns remain unresolved.

The development has important implications
for India due to its energy dependence,
diaspora presence and strategic interests in
West Asia.

Key Points

Temporary reduction in regional military
tensions.

Stability of oil supplies through the Strait of
Hormuz remains crucial.

West Asia continues to be a major source of
India's energy imports.

The Gulf region hosts a large Indian diaspora
population.

Strategic projects such as the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) depend
on regional stability.

The crisis highlights the importance of
strategic autonomy in India's foreign policy.
Demonstrates limitations of relying excessively
on any single strategic partner.

Reaffirms the importance of India's balanced
engagement with Iran, Israel, Gulf countries
and the United States.

Static Linkages

Article 51 promotes international peace and
security.

Strategic autonomy emphasizes independent
decision-making in foreign policy.

Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs) are vital
for global trade.

e Maritime chokepoints significantly influence
energy security.
e Energy security is linked to economic and
national security.
¢ Diaspora serves as an important instrument of
soft power.
e Multipolarity creates opportunities and
challenges for middle powers.
¢ Balance of power remains a key principle in
international relations.
Critical Analysis
Positives
e Reduced risk of immediate regional conflict.
e Stabilization of global oil markets.
e Protection of international shipping routes.
e Better environment for regional connectivity
initiatives.
Concerns
* Nuclear issue remains unresolved.
e Regional proxy conflicts continue.
e Possibility of renewed escalation persists.
e Strategic uncertainty remains in West Asia.
L]

India's influence in crisis-management remains
limited.

Challenges for India

Ensuring uninterrupted energy supplies.
Protecting Indian diaspora in the Gulf region.
Managing relations with competing regional
actors.

Safeguarding maritime trade routes.
Maintaining strategic autonomy amid great-
power competition.

Way Forward

Strengthen strategic autonomy and multi-
alignment.

Diversify energy import sources.

Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR).
Accelerate renewable energy transition.
Enhance maritime security capabilities.
Deepen engagement with all major West Asian
stakeholders.

Strengthen diaspora protection mechanisms.
Fast-track IMEC and other connectivity
initiatives.

Build greater diplomatic leverage through
economic and technological strength.



A12-year story of peace and
progress in Bastar

The combined
impactofl
central and
state initiatives
isvisiblein
every sector of
Bastar, which
isemerging
as amodel of
transformation
. Therels trust
in governance,
active
participation
by citizens and
growing
opportunities
for the future

HE FERIOD under Prime
Minster Nareniira Modi has
brought major changes in
India. The country his made
slgnificamt progress in secur-
ity, roads, electricity, housing, digital ser-
vices, and welfare schemes, in a golden
period far Indix's security and develop-
ment. Strong leadership has helped the
country move forward with confidence,
For Chehattisgarh, this was a signil

and promoting clean energy. A single-
window system improves ease of deing
busineisand the investment climate.
The Bastar Olympécs and Bastar Pan-
uirn peomate tribal cultare, Chisrakite s
being developed as a major tourist site,
ereating jobe. Direct benielt transferns have
ensured that money neaches beneficiares
without delay of leakage. Mobile connec:
thvity and Intermet sccess in remate vil-
lages have helped people acoess govern-

change. Bastar and other tribal areas
carfier faced Naxalite violence, poor
roads, andd lack of basie Excilities. Today,
thie situation is improving. with better
security, roads. and welfare schemes
bringing haps.

A decade ago. India faced terrorism
and Left-Wing Extremism. The govern:
mentt 0N S Lo o
challenges. The removal of Article 370
strengthened natlonal wnity, Efforts
against Naxakism reduced violence. in-
cluding in Bastar, and development
started reaching neglected regh

In Bastar, under Miyad Nellanar Yo-
Jana, the benefits of 43 schemes from 17
departments reach 525 villages near se-

P Th b o
werted into Veer Shaheed Gundadhur
Seva Deras for better service delivery.

Central government schemes have
played o major role in the past 12 years.
Unider PM Awas Yojana, 243 lakh urban
hiotses have been approved and 2 16 lakh
compieted In Chhauisgarh, PM Janmean
Wolana supports Pankcularly Vulnerable
Tribal Groups with housing. roads.,
healtheare, and education. The Dharti
Aaba campaign improves Anganwadi
cenires, schools, and local services In
tribal villages.

Undier the Swast hya Bastar campaign,
36 kakh people have been screened, 4.96
lakh examined, and 5600 referred.
Through Mahatarl Vandan Yolana, 69
lakh women recelve Rs 1LOOG0 monthly.
with over Re 17.500 crare transferred.

PM-KISAN supperts Farmers, Krighak
Unnati Yojana saw the procurement of
M.dmiblion metrie tons of pasddy in kharil
marketing year 2025-26 with a Rs 33431
crore support price and Rs 10,324 crore
input assistance,

Uneder PM Surya Ghar, 6LO00 homes
b roafinp solar systems, educing costs

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

e Bastar region of Chhattisgarh, historically
affected by Left-Wing Extremism (LWE), is

et seevices more easlly.

Bastar is also witnessing soclal and
economlc change through sell-help
wroups, forest-based lvellnood. and co-
operative models. Minor forest produce
collection and value addition ane increas-
ing income for tribal families.

Dégital agriculure indtistives like Agri-
Stack and Farmer Registry are improving
1ransparency and reducing delays in sib-
sldydelivery, Farmiers arc now able to sc-
cesscropinsurance, MSP beneiits and sodl
heealth informatbon mare efficlently.

Skill development programmes are
preparing youth for national and ghobal
opportunithes. Tralning in new-age sec-
tors such as IT and Al ls helping young

becomse job-resdy.

Better roads, electrification and
drinking water supply ane ensuring that
basic needs ane miet In proviowsly remede
villages. Government schemes are
reducing imequality between urban ansd
rural areas.

The combined impact of central and
state inltiatives ks vislble In every sector
of Bastar, which s emverging asa model of
transformation. There is trust in govern-
ance, active panicipaion by citizensand
growing oppertunities for the future. As
Inalla progresses towards Viksit Bharat
2047, Chhatisgarh remalns committed to

§ bened
o

reach every citizen.

The transformation of Basiar shows.
heow focussed governance and wellare de-
livery can change lives in even the most
difficult regions, creating a safer and
more hopefil funare for all. This progress
is a result of sustained efforts, strong
leadership. people-centric polices. and
coordinated implementation across
levels of governance.

Thawritar i Chief Minisror of Chivartisgarhs

witnessing improvements in security,

infrastructure, welfare delivery and tribal

development.
e The government has highlighted the

convergence of security measures and

development initiatives as a model for

inclusive governance in conflict-affected areas.
e Schemes such as Niyad Nellanar Yojana, PM
JANMAN, PM Awas Yojana, PM-KISAN and PM
Surya Ghar are being implemented to improve
socio-economic indicators in tribal regions.
* The developments are alighed with the broader
objective of achieving inclusive growth and

Viksit Bharat 2047.

Key Points

Security and Governance

e Adoption of a Security-Development approach

in LWE-affected regions.

e Expansion of administrative outreach and

public service delivery.

* Improved connectivity and state presence in

remote tribal areas.
Niyad Nellanar Yojana
e Chhattisgarh Government initiative.

* Targets villages located near security camps.
e Facilitates convergence of welfare schemes

through doorstep delivery.
Tribal Development

* PM JANMAN focuses on Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGS).

e Emphasis on:
o Housing

Education

Roads

O O O O o

Agriculture

¢ PM-KISAN provides income support.

* MSP-based paddy procurement supports
farmers' incomes.

e AgriStack and Farmer Registry improve
transparency and service delivery.

Renewable Energy

* PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana promotes
rooftop solar installations.

* Supports clean energy transition and energy

security.

Livelihood Promotion
e Strengthening of:
o Self-Help Groups (SHGs)
o Minor Forest Produce (MFP) value chains
o Cooperative models
o Forest-based livelihoods
Digital Governance
e Expansion of internet and mobile connectivity.
* Increased use of Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT).
e Reduction in leakages and improved targeting
of beneficiaries.

Static Linkages

e Article 244 and Fifth Schedule.

¢ Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas)
Act, 1996 (PESA).

* Forest Rights Act, 2006.

e Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs).

e Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) mechanism.

e Aspirational District Programme.

¢ Inclusive Growth strategy.

e Security-Development Nexus in internal
security management.

Critical Analysis
Positives

¢ Integrates security and development

objectives.

e Strengthens last-mile governance.

Healthcare
Drinking water

Mobile connectivity
Women Empowerment
* Mahatari Vandan Yojana provides direct
financial assistance to women.
* Promotes financial inclusion and social
empowerment.



Enhances access to welfare benefits.
Improves infrastructure and connectivity.
Supports tribal livelihoods and income
generation.

Promotes transparency through DBT and
digital governance.

Encourages renewable energy adoption.

Challenges

Incomplete implementation of PESA and FRA
provisions.

Risk of land alienation and displacement.
Administrative capacity constraints in remote
areas.

Persistent digital divide.

Dependence on welfare without adequate
livelihood diversification.

Need to balance security operations with civil
liberties.

Environmental concerns linked to
infrastructure expansion.

Way Forward

Strengthen implementation of PESA and Forest
Rights Act.

Enhance Gram Sabha participation in
development planning.

Promote community-led governance in
Scheduled Areas.

Expand forest-based value addition and tribal
entrepreneurship.

Improve healthcare and education
infrastructure.

Bridge the digital literacy gap.

Strengthen monitoring through social audits.
Ensure environmentally sustainable
development.

Focus on long-term livelihood generation
alongside welfare support.




Iran-US framework pact
is arelief. Work lies ahead

HEFRAMEWORE agreement between Iran and the US

‘to negotiate adeal comes as arelief. Thousandsoflives

have been bost across West Aska in the last three-and-a-

half months. Iran's closure of the Strait of Hormuz and
the counter-blockade by the US triggered an economic shock,
reminiscent of the Covid days. Oll prices have fallen, and stock
markets workdwide have rallled after the announcement of the
frameworkagreement. However, amid the optimism, it isimpor-
tant to remember that what has been agreed to is not a final deal
lbut a framework to address longstanding issues. The prospect of
aretum o unrestricted shippingis ik, But that, too, cotld
take time to materialise and will depend on how safe shipping
comipanies and insurers feel. Still, an open strait — through which
roughly a fifth of the world’s oil and gas passes — is good news.
Itz reopening, according to Trump, will depend on the signingof
the final agreement, scheduled for Friday.

Ifthe past twio weeks are any indlcation, [t takes very litthe for
all sides to resume hostilities. Israel has aleady declared that it
will not withelraw from Lebanon, while Tehran has demonstrated
its willingness to call Tel Aviv's blull and retaliate — milivarily
and by closing the Strait of Hormuz — if Lebanon is excluded
from the terms of the ceasefire. Negotiating the details of Iran's
nuclear programme, the release of frozen assets, sanctions relief,
and seciiring the strait from future conflicts are even more diffi-
cult long-term challenges. For the US, a begitimate question, given
that shippingthrough theStrait of Hormuz isonly aretumtothe
statuscuoante, is: What exactly has Tramp achieved? Republican
hardliners have been oppesiig any deal short of a Carthaginian
one, arguing that acompromise woulkd weaken America'sstand-
inginthe region. Ismel, too, is deeply divided. Benjamin Netamy-
ahu's far-right cabinet members have denounced the framework
pact asastrategic failure. In Iran, hardliners within the IRGC op-

pose any agresment they peroeive as surrendering leverage with-
aut securing meaningful guarantees, even as the country Is in
need of sanctions relief and reconstruction funding — both of
which are unlikely to materialise without US acquiescence,

With millions of Indians working across the Gulf, thousands
servingat sea, and householdsgrappling with high fuel and LPG
prices, the crisis s not adistant one for New Delhd. It should lend
its support tothe peace process. Without sustained engagement,
thecurrent patise risks becoming little morethan aninterludein
acyele of instability.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

* The United States and Iran announced a
framework agreement to address issues related
to Iran’s nuclear programme, sanctions relief,
and regional security.

e The agreement follows months of conflict in
West Asia that led to the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz by Iran and disruptions in global
energy supplies.

* The framework is not a final agreement;
detailed negotiations are yet to be completed.

e Reopening of the Strait of Hormuz is expected
to restore global energy trade and reduce
economic uncertainty.

* The development is significant for India due to
its dependence on Gulf energy imports and the
large Indian diaspora in the region.

Key Points
e Strait of Hormuz:
o Located between Iran and Oman.
o Connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of
Oman and Arabian Sea.
o One of the world's most important
maritime chokepoints.
o Around one-fifth of global oil trade passes
through it.
e Framework Agreement Covers:
o [ran’s nuclear programme.
o Sanctions relief.
o Release of frozen Iranian assets.
o Maritime security and freedom of
navigation.

e Concerns:
o Agreementis not legally binding yet.
o Opposition from hardliners in Iran, Israel, and the
us.
o Possibility of renewed regional conflict remains.
e Significance for India:
Stable crude oil prices.
Reduced inflationary pressures.
Enhanced energy security.
Protection of Indian diaspora interests.

[¢]
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Static Linkages

e Strategic maritime chokepoints influence global trade
and energy security.

e Freedom of navigation is a fundamental principle of
international maritime law.

e Energy imports directly affect Current Account Deficit
(CAD) and inflation.

e Economic sanctions are instruments of foreign policy.

¢ Nuclear non-proliferation is a key component of
international security architecture.

e Strategic Petroleum Reserves help countries manage
supply disruptions.

e Diversification of energy sources reduces vulnerability
to geopolitical shocks.

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Reduces risk of regional war.
e Stabilizes global energy markets.
e Restores confidence in maritime trade.
e Encourages diplomatic conflict resolution.
e Benefits major energy-importing countries including
India.
Challenges
e Framework agreement is not a final settlement.
e Trust deficit between Iran and the US persists.
e Regional rivalries remain unresolved.
e Maritime security concerns may continue.
e Possibility of future disruptions cannot be ruled out.
Stakeholder Perspective
e |ran: Seeks sanctions relief and economic recovery.
e United States: Seeks regional stability and secure
energy flows.
e [srael: Concerned about Iran’s regional influence and
nuclear ambitions.
e [ndia: Focused on energy security, trade stability, and
diaspora welfare.

Way Forward

e Finalize a comprehensive and enforceable agreement.

e Strengthen maritime security mechanisms in the
region.

e Enhance international monitoring of nuclear
commitments.

e Promote sustained diplomatic engagement among
regional actors.

e Accelerate India's energy diversification efforts.

e Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.

e Strengthen diaspora protection and evacuation
preparedness.
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