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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and French
President Emmanuel Macron held bilateral
talks in Nice, France.
India and France adopted the Innovation
Roadmap 2030 to strengthen cooperation in
emerging technologies.
Both countries launched a Dialogue on
Economic Security focusing on supply-chain
resilience and critical technologies.
The partnership was recently elevated to a
Special Global Strategic Partnership.
Discussions covered AI, nuclear energy,
defence, space, trade, education and critical
minerals.

Key Points
Innovation Roadmap 2030

Long-term framework for cooperation in:
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
Quantum technologies
Advanced manufacturing
Clean energy
Space technology
Research and innovation ecosystems

AI Cooperation
Establishment of a Joint India-France AI
Working Group.
Focus on:

Trusted AI
Ethical AI governance
Joint research and innovation
Emerging technology partnerships

Dialogue on Economic Security
Focus areas include:

Supply-chain resilience
Critical minerals security
Strategic technologies
Economic resilience amid geopolitical
uncertainties

Trade and Investment
Support for early implementation of the India–
EU Free Trade Agreement (FTA).

Proposal to establish a High-Level Mechanism
to double bilateral trade within five years.
Cooperation in:

MSMEs
Railways
Aviation
Manufacturing

Nuclear Energy Cooperation
Discussion on opportunities arising from the
SHANTI Act and increased private
participation.
Potential cooperation in:

Nuclear reactors
Small Modular Reactors (SMRs)
Clean-energy technologies

Defence Cooperation
France reaffirmed support for Make in India.
Greater emphasis on:

Technology transfer
Co-development
Defence manufacturing

Space Cooperation
Expansion of private-sector participation in:

Satellite technology
Launch services
Space applications

Education & Mobility
Visa-free airport transit for Indian travellers
through French airports.
Invitation to French universities to establish
campuses in India under NEP 2020.

Static Linkages
India–France Strategic Partnership

Strategic Partnership established in 1998.
France was among the first major powers to
engage India after the 1998 nuclear tests.
France supports:

India's permanent membership in the
UNSC.
India's membership in export-control
regimes.

Bilateral Defence Exercises
Exercise - Service

Varuna - Navy
Garuda - Air Force
Shakti - Army

Critical Minerals
Important minerals:

Lithium
Cobalt
Nickel
Graphite
Rare Earth Elements (REEs)
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Importance:
Electric Vehicles (EVs)
Semiconductors
Renewable energy systems
Defence manufacturing

Small Modular Reactors (SMRs)
Features:

Lower generating capacity than conventional
reactors.
Modular construction.
Enhanced safety systems.
Suitable for decentralized power generation.

India–France Space Cooperation
Cooperation between:

ISRO
CNES

Key project:
TRISHNA Earth Observation Mission.

Critical Analysis
Significance
Strategic

Strengthens India's strategic autonomy.
Deepens engagement with Europe.
Supports a multipolar global order.

Economic
Diversifies trade and investment partnerships.
Enhances supply-chain resilience.
Encourages advanced manufacturing.

Technological
Access to frontier technologies.
Strengthens AI and innovation ecosystems.
Promotes collaborative research and development.

Energy Security
Supports clean-energy transition.
Facilitates cooperation in nuclear power and SMRs.

Challenges
Technology-transfer restrictions in sensitive
sectors.
Dependence on imported critical minerals.
Geopolitical competition affecting supply chains.
Long gestation period of nuclear projects.
Need for comprehensive AI governance frameworks.

Way Forward
Operationalise Innovation Roadmap 2030 through
time-bound targets.
Strengthen overseas critical mineral partnerships.
Promote co-development and co-production under
Make in India.
Accelerate implementation of the India–EU FTA.
Expand cooperation in AI, quantum technologies
and semiconductors.
Deepen collaboration in SMRs and clean-energy
technologies.
Institutionalise regular Economic Security Dialogue
mechanisms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Efforts were underway to finalize a peace
framework between Iran and the United States.
Fresh Israeli strikes on Beirut (Lebanon)
created uncertainty regarding the proposed
agreement.
Iran questioned the credibility of U.S.
commitments following the attacks.
Qatar continued mediation efforts between the
concerned parties.
The developments have implications for
regional stability, maritime security, and global
energy supplies through the Strait of Hormuz.

Key Points
Peace Negotiations

Iran and the U.S. are engaged in diplomatic
efforts to end recent hostilities.
Iran's Supreme National Security Council has
supported continuation of negotiations.
Iran seeks inclusion of the Israel–Lebanon
conflict within any broader ceasefire
arrangement.

Regional Security
Israeli military action in Beirut heightened
tensions in West Asia.
Hezbollah remains a key actor in the Israel–
Lebanon conflict.
The incident demonstrates the interconnected
nature of regional conflicts.

Energy Security
Stability of the Strait of Hormuz remains
central to global energy markets.

Any disruption can impact oil prices, shipping
routes, and energy-importing nations.

Static Linkages
Strait of Hormuz

Connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of
Oman and Arabian Sea.
Located between Iran and Oman.
One of the world's most important maritime
chokepoints.

Maritime Security
Freedom of navigation is a key principle under
UNCLOS.
Strategic chokepoints significantly influence
global trade and energy flows.

Conflict Resolution
Peaceful settlement of disputes is a core
principle under the UN Charter.
Mediation and diplomacy are important
instruments of international conflict
management.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reduces the possibility of wider regional
conflict.
Supports stability in global energy markets.
Enhances prospects for diplomatic conflict
resolution.

Concerns
Persistent trust deficit among stakeholders.
Presence of multiple state and non-state
actors.
Risk of ceasefire violations.
Domestic political opposition within concerned
countries.

Implications for India
Impact on crude oil imports and energy
security.
Possible effects on inflation and current
account balance.
Concerns regarding the safety of the Indian
diaspora in West Asia.

Way Forward
Strengthen diplomatic engagement and
mediation efforts.
Promote inclusive regional security dialogue.
Ensure adherence to international law and
ceasefire commitments.
Enhance maritime security cooperation.
Diversify energy sources and supply routes.
Develop contingency plans for disruptions in
critical chokepoints.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

June 15, 2026 marks the 84th anniversary of
the Bangkok Conference (15–23 June 1942),
regarded as the key event that provided the
political and organisational framework for the
Indian National Army (INA).
The role of the Thai-Bharat Cultural Lodge
(TBCL), Bangkok, has come into focus as one of
the few surviving institutions associated with
the overseas Indian freedom movement.
The episode highlights the contribution of the
Indian diaspora in Southeast Asia, particularly
Thailand, to India's independence struggle.

Key Points 
Thai-Bharat Cultural Lodge (TBCL)

Originated from Dharam Ashram established
by Swami Satyananda Puri in Bangkok.
Converted into TBCL in 1940.
Functioned as:

Cultural centre for the Indian diaspora.
Hub of nationalist activities.
Meeting place for Indian revolutionaries in
Southeast Asia.

Indian Independence League (IIL)
Political organisation representing Indians
outside India.
Became the principal body coordinating the
freedom movement in Southeast Asia.
Worked closely with nationalist groups in
Thailand, Burma, Malaya and Singapore.

Bangkok Conference (1942)
Held from 15–23 June 1942 at Bangkok.
Brought together Indian nationalist
representatives across Southeast Asia.
Adopted a 34-point resolution.

Decided:
Formation and organisation of the INA.
IIL would supervise the INA.
India’s independence would remain the
ultimate objective.

Indian National Army (INA)
First formed under Captain Mohan Singh from
Indian POWs captured by Japan.
Reorganised under Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose in 1943.
Motto:

Unity
Faith
Sacrifice

Slogan:
"Delhi Chalo"

Netaji's Contribution
Assumed leadership of:

INA
Indian Independence League

Established the Provisional Government of
Azad Hind (1943).
Azad Hind Government was recognised by
several Axis-aligned countries.

Historical Importance
Demonstrated the role of overseas Indians in
the freedom struggle.
Increased nationalist sentiment within British
Indian armed forces.
Influenced post-war events:

INA Trials (Red Fort Trials)
Royal Indian Navy Mutiny (1946)

Static Linkages
Ghadar Movement highlighted the role of the
Indian diaspora in anti-colonial struggles.
World War II weakened European colonial
powers.
Quit India Movement (1942) and INA
represented parallel streams of resistance.
Red Fort Trials generated nationwide support
cutting across political affiliations.
Royal Indian Navy Mutiny (1946) exposed
declining British control over Indian armed
forces.
Decolonisation accelerated globally after
World War II.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Highlights the international dimension of
India's freedom struggle.
Demonstrates the strategic role of Indian
diaspora networks.
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Shows that anti-colonial mobilisation extended
beyond Indian territory.
Strengthened nationalist consciousness among
Indian soldiers.

Concerns
Dependence on Japanese military assistance
created strategic limitations.
Historiography often under-represents
contributions of Southeast Asian Indians.
Limited public awareness regarding institutions
such as TBCL.
Debate persists regarding the extent of INA's
military effectiveness.

UPSC Perspective
Importance lies less in military success and
more in:

Political impact.
Psychological effect on British rule.
Mobilisation of Indian public opinion.
Influence on loyalty of colonial armed
forces.

Way Forward
Digitisation of overseas freedom movement
archives.
Greater academic research on diaspora
contributions.
Integration of Southeast Asian dimensions into
history curricula.
Strengthening India–Thailand cultural
cooperation.
Preservation of INA-related heritage sites and
records.
Promotion of people-to-people links under the
Act East Policy.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Vellore Birth Cohort Study found that children
attending preschool (including Anganwadis) for
18–24 months scored ~7 IQ points higher than
non-attendees.
Highlights the need to move beyond a
nutrition-centric approach towards holistic
Early Childhood Development (ECD).
Supports initiatives such as Poshan Bhi Padhai
Bhi, Aadharshila and Navchetana.
Reinforces the vision of NEP 2020 regarding
foundational learning.

Key Points
Early Childhood Development (ECD)

Covers 0–6 years; includes:
Physical
Cognitive
Language
Emotional
Social development

Around 85% of brain development occurs
before age six.

Scientific Evidence
Brain development depends on:

Nutrition
Health
Sanitation
Responsive caregiving
Early learning opportunities

Nutrition alone improves physical growth;
nutrition + psychosocial stimulation improves
cognitive outcomes significantly.

Vellore Birth Cohort Findings
Early stunting linked to poorer cognitive
outcomes.
Recovery from stunting improves development
indicators.
Preschool attendance associated with ~7 IQ
points higher scores, even after controlling for
poverty and maternal education.

Anganwadi System
Operates under ICDS (1975).
Covers nearly 8 crore children.
Provides:

Supplementary nutrition
Growth monitoring
Health services
Preschool education
Parent counselling

Key Government Initiatives
Poshan Bhi Padhai Bhi

Integrates nutrition with preschool education.
Promotes play-based learning.

Aadharshila
National framework for quality preschool
education.
Focuses on age-appropriate, activity-based
learning.

Navchetana
Promotes caregiver-led early stimulation.
Based on the "Love, Talk and Play" approach.

Saksham Anganwadi and POSHAN 2.0
Focuses on nutrition and holistic child
development.
Strengthens ECCE services through upgraded
Anganwadis.

Static Linkages
Article 45: Early Childhood Care and Education
(ECCE) for children below six years.
Article 39(f): Healthy development of children.
Article 21A: Right to Education.
ICDS (1975).
NEP 2020: Foundational Stage (3–8 years).
First 1,000 days are critical for lifelong
development.
Human Capital Theory: investment in health
and education drives growth.
SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) and SDG 4.2 (Early
Childhood Development).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Strengthens human capital formation.
Improves learning outcomes and productivity.
Helps break intergenerational poverty.
Supports NEP 2020 goals.
Enhances school readiness and foundational
literacy.
Promotes convergence of nutrition, health and
education.

Challenges
Poor Anganwadi infrastructure.
Limited training and heavy workload of
workers.
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Monitoring remains nutrition-centric.
Low parental awareness regarding early
stimulation.
Regional disparities in service delivery.
Rising screen exposure among children.

Stakeholders
Children (0–6 years)
Parents/Caregivers
Anganwadi Workers
Ministry of Women & Child Development
Ministry of Education
Local Communities/PRIs

Way Forward
Universalize quality ECCE through Anganwadis.
Strengthen Poshan Bhi Padhai Bhi and
Saksham Anganwadi.
Train Anganwadi workers in preschool
pedagogy.
Develop indicators for cognitive and socio-
emotional development.
Promote responsive caregiving and parental
awareness.
Improve convergence among health, nutrition
and education sectors.
Expand play-based learning resources.
Reduce excessive screen exposure among
children.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

India's Consumer Price Index (CPI)-based
inflation stood at 3.93% in May.
Food inflation increased to 4.78% from 4.20%
in April.
Rise in petrol, diesel and LPG prices has started
impacting transportation and service-sector
inflation.
RBI maintained a neutral monetary policy
stance despite inflation remaining below the
4% target.
Concerns remain over global crude oil prices
due to developments in West Asia and the
strategic importance of the Strait of Hormuz.

Key Points
Inflation Trends

CPI Inflation (May): 3.93%
Food Inflation: 4.78%
Core Inflation (excluding food & fuel): 3.8–3.9%
Restaurant & Accommodation Inflation: 5.75%

Fuel-Driven Inflation
Successive petrol and diesel price hikes
increased transportation costs.
Commercial LPG prices rose significantly since
February.
Domestic LPG prices also witnessed upward
revision.

External Factors

India imports over 80% of its crude oil
requirement, making it vulnerable to global oil
price shocks.
Strait of Hormuz is a critical route for global oil
trade.
Any disruption can increase India's import bill and
inflation.

RBI's Position
Inflation remains within the RBI's target range (4%
± 2%).
RBI retained a neutral stance due to inflationary
risks from food and fuel prices.
Forex intervention helped stabilize the rupee.

Static Linkages
Inflation Types:

Demand-Pull Inflation
Cost-Push Inflation
Imported Inflation

Monetary Policy Committee (MPC):
Established under RBI Act, 1934 (2016
amendment).
Inflation target: 4% ± 2%

Inflation Indices:
CPI – Released by NSO.
WPI – Released by Office of Economic Adviser.
PPI – Measures producer-level price changes
before goods reach consumers.

Core Inflation:
Excludes food and fuel due to volatility.

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Rising fuel prices may lead to broader cost-push
inflation.
Higher transportation costs affect all sectors of
the economy.
Imported inflation remains a major risk due to oil
dependence.
Geopolitical tensions in West Asia can increase
crude oil prices.

Positives
Inflation remains within RBI's tolerance band.
Core inflation remains relatively stable.
Rupee stabilization has reduced imported
inflation pressures.

Way Forward
Diversify crude oil import sources.
Expand renewable energy capacity.
Strengthen Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR).
Improve agricultural supply chains to control food
inflation.
Maintain coordination between fiscal and
monetary policy.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Recent Sulur (Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu) child
sexual abuse case has highlighted systemic
deficiencies in child protection mechanisms.
NCRB (2024) recorded 69,191 POCSO cases
involving more than 70,000 child victims.
Over 90% of child sexual abuse cases involve
persons known to the child, including family
members, relatives, neighbours, or
acquaintances.
Concerns persist regarding under-reporting,
high pendency of cases, low conviction rates,
and inadequate survivor support.

Key Points
POCSO Act, 2012

Comprehensive law for protection of children
(below 18 years) from sexual offences.
Provides child-friendly investigation and trial
procedures.
Mandates reporting of offences.
Establishes Special Courts for speedy trials.

Major Issues
Most offenders belong to the child's trusted
social circle.
Significant under-reporting due to stigma, fear,
and social pressure.
POCSO courts face around 89% pendency.
Conviction rates remain low in many states.

Survivors often face secondary victimisation during
investigation and trial.
Urban unsafe spaces such as abandoned sites and
poorly maintained public areas can become crime
hotspots.

Data
NCRB 2024: 69,191 POCSO cases registered.
More than 70,000 child victims involved.
Majority of offences committed by known persons.

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before law.
Article 15(3) – Special provisions for children.
Article 21 – Right to life and dignity.
Article 21A – Right to education.
Article 39(e) & 39(f) – Protection of children against
abuse and exploitation.
Article 45 – Early childhood care and education.
POCSO Act, 2012.
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children)
Act, 2015.
Mission Vatsalya.
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC),
1989.

Critical Analysis
Challenges

Under-reporting due to social stigma.
Delayed investigations and judicial backlog.
Inadequate trauma-sensitive policing.
Low conviction rates affecting deterrence.
Weak rehabilitation and counselling support.
Excessive focus on harsher punishment rather than
prevention.
Poor community awareness regarding child safety.

Significance
Ensuring child safety is essential for protection of
fundamental rights.
Effective implementation of POCSO is crucial for
social justice and human dignity.
Strengthening trust in institutions is necessary for
timely reporting and justice delivery.

Way Forward
Strengthen implementation of Mission Vatsalya.
Increase number of POCSO Special Courts.
Ensure time-bound investigation and trial.
Promote trauma-informed policing and victim
support.
Expand counselling and rehabilitation services.
Strengthen community-based child protection
mechanisms.
Integrate child safety considerations into urban
planning.
Improve awareness programmes in schools and
communities.
Use evidence-based policy reforms instead of solely
increasing punishments.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Rising summer temperatures (>40°C) in cities
such as Ahmedabad, Barmer, and parts of Uttar
Pradesh have intensified urban water scarcity.
India's per capita annual water availability is
about 1,500 m³, projected to fall below 1,200
m³ by 2050, approaching the water scarcity
threshold (1,000 m³).
Growing heat waves, rapid urbanization, and
increasing water demand highlight the need for
treated wastewater reuse and a circular water
economy.
The Economic Survey 2025-26 and studies by
CEEW have emphasized wastewater reuse as a
key strategy for urban water security.

Key Points
Water Stress in India

Per capita water availability:
Present: ~1,500 m³/year
Projected (2050): <1,200 m³/year

Water scarcity threshold: 1,000 m³/year.
Potential of Wastewater Reuse

Reuse sectors:
Agriculture & horticulture
Landscaping
Construction
Industries
Lake/wetland rejuvenation

CEEW estimates:
₹3 lakh crore+ market opportunity
1 lakh additional jobs by 2047

State Initiatives
Around 14 States have notified water reuse
policies.
Recent States:

Uttarakhand
Uttar Pradesh
Odisha

City-Specific Reuse Priorities
Delhi, Varanasi, Bengaluru → Agriculture.

Chennai → Waterbody rejuvenation.
Thane → Construction.
Surat → Industrial use.

Major Challenges
Urban India has <50% sewerage treatment capacity.
Less than one-third of sewage effectively treated.
Inadequate sewer networks.
Poor STP maintenance.
Industrial effluent contamination.
Financial and technical constraints.

Suggested Measures
City-specific water reuse plans.
Public-Private Partnership (PPP) and blended
finance.
Improved Sewage Treatment Plant (STP)
functionality.
Strict enforcement of Zero Liquid Discharge (ZLD)
norms.
National Circular Water Mission.

Static Linkages
Article 21 – Right to life includes access to clean
water.
Article 48A – Protection and improvement of
environment.
Article 51A(g) – Duty to protect natural
environment.
74th Constitutional Amendment – Municipal
responsibility for water supply and sanitation.
State List Entry 17 – Water.
Union List Entry 56 – Inter-State rivers.
SDG 6 – Clean Water and Sanitation.
Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM)
approach.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reduces freshwater stress.
Enhances urban water security.
Supports climate resilience.
Reduces pollution in rivers and lakes.
Promotes circular economy.
Generates employment and investment.

Challenges
High infrastructure cost.
Public acceptance issues.
Poor compliance with treatment standards.
Weak monitoring of industrial discharge.
Institutional fragmentation.
Financial stress on Urban Local Bodies.

Way Forward
Launch a National Circular Water Mission.
Mandate city-level wastewater reuse targets.
Expand decentralized treatment systems.
Strengthen PPP-based financing.
Use AI/IoT for STP monitoring.
Enforce ZLD norms strictly.
Incentivize industries using treated wastewater.
Promote behavioural change and public awareness.
Integrate wastewater reuse into Smart Cities and
AMRUT initiatives.

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH



KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Three Indian sailors were killed in a US strike on
the merchant vessel Settebello amid the
ongoing West Asia conflict.
India lodged a strong diplomatic protest with
the US and raised concerns regarding the
safety of Indian seafarers.
The incident highlights the vulnerability of
Indian maritime workers operating in conflict-
prone international waters.
It also underscores the strategic importance of
the Strait of Hormuz for global trade and
India's energy security.

Key Points
India has about 3.08 lakh seafarers, accounting
for nearly 12% of the global maritime
workforce.
The US claimed the vessel violated its
blockade-related restrictions; the ship
operator denied the allegation.
Merchant ships often operate under:

Flags of Convenience (FoC)
Multinational ownership
Multinational crew composition

The Strait of Hormuz remains a critical
maritime chokepoint for global oil and gas
supplies.
Escalation in West Asia directly affects India's:

Energy security
Trade routes
Overseas citizens

Static Linkages
Freedom of navigation on the high seas.
Protection of civilian vessels during armed
conflicts.
Strategic maritime chokepoints and Sea Lines
of Communication (SLOCs).
Consular protection and evacuation of citizens
abroad.
Importance of the Indian Ocean region in
global trade.
Maritime security as a component of national
security.

Critical Analysis
Significance for India

Highlights risks faced by Indian seafarers in
conflict zones.
Reinforces India's stake in stability in West
Asia.
Demonstrates the need for stronger maritime
diplomacy and citizen protection mechanisms.

Concerns
Threat to safety of Indian nationals working
overseas.
Potential disruption of energy imports through
the Gulf region.
Increased insurance and shipping costs.
Ambiguity in application of international
maritime law during conflicts.

Diplomatic Dimension
Tests India-US strategic partnership.
Requires balancing strong bilateral ties with
protection of national interests.
Emphasizes India's principle of strategic
autonomy.

Way Forward
Strengthen maritime security cooperation with
regional and global partners.
Enhance monitoring and advisories for Indian
seafarers in conflict zones.
Advocate adherence to international
humanitarian and maritime law.
Diversify energy import routes and suppliers.
Expand maritime domain awareness
capabilities.
Develop stronger mechanisms for protection
and evacuation of overseas Indians.
Support diplomatic efforts for de-escalation in
West Asia.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Global fertiliser prices have sharply declined
after earlier spikes caused by geopolitical
tensions in West Asia.
Urea prices fell from around $935–959/tonne
(April 2026) to $444–449/tonne (June 2026).
Reasons:

Partial relaxation of Chinese fertiliser
export restrictions.
Reduced fears of prolonged disruption in
the Strait of Hormuz.
Expectations of a US-Iran understanding.
Forecast of a strong El Niño, likely to reduce
global fertiliser demand.

The fall may reduce India's fertiliser subsidy
burden, which was projected to rise
significantly due to elevated import prices.

Key Points
India remains heavily dependent on imports
for:

Urea feedstock
Phosphatic fertilisers
Potassic fertilisers
Intermediate fertiliser chemicals

India imported $27.2 billion worth of fertilisers
and inputs in 2025-26.
Fertiliser subsidy for 2026-27:

Budget Estimate: ₹1.71 lakh crore
Earlier projected burden: ₹3.4 lakh crore

Fertiliser prices are influenced by:
Crude oil and natural gas prices
Geopolitical conflicts

Export restrictions
Global supply chains

Current price decline provides an opportunity
for structural reforms in agricultural subsidies.

Static Linkages
Fertiliser subsidy is one of India's major
agricultural subsidies.
Urea is under government price control.
Nutrient-Based Subsidy (NBS) applies to P&K
fertilisers.
Excessive nitrogen use leads to NPK imbalance.
Soil Health Card Scheme promotes balanced
fertiliser use.
PM-PRANAM promotes reduction in chemical
fertiliser usage.
Fertiliser subsidies constitute revenue
expenditure.
Input subsidies often distort resource
allocation and cropping patterns.

Critical Analysis
Concerns with Existing Fertiliser Subsidy System

Encourages excessive use of urea.
Creates nutrient imbalance in soils.
Increases fiscal burden on government.
Distorts market signals and cropping decisions.
Raises dependence on imported fertilisers and
raw materials.
Leads to inefficient use of water and energy.

Why Reform is Needed
Improve resource-use efficiency.
Promote sustainable agriculture.
Reduce subsidy burden.
Encourage balanced nutrient application.
Enhance resilience against global price shocks.

Way Forward
Shift gradually from input subsidies to direct
income support.
Expand balanced nutrient management.
Rationalise urea pricing.
Strengthen domestic fertiliser production.
Promote nano-fertilisers and bio-fertilisers.
Encourage precision agriculture.
Improve Soil Health Card implementation.
Reduce import dependence through
diversification of supply sources.
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