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Trump pauses Iran strikes, says deal likely

Tehran has approved” talks, says the US. President while announcing pawse on attacks hours after threatening to hit Iran very hand, and seize Kharg Kland: Horme blockade
will rermain in full force till deal is finalised, he adds: any funther escalation would lead toan explosion of energy infrastructure and markets, savs Iran’s Parliament Speaker

‘Stanly Jehny

foer owo doys of 1. ye, Pakisian, Behrain, Ke- £
A for-tat strikes with  wait, Jordan, Egypt, and

lran, LS. Presiders  others,” I sald, adding
Donald Tramp on Thars-  that the U.S. mavad block-
iy skl he would paise  ade of lranian ports “will
fiembser aruncks, just hours  sersain in full foece and ef
after threatening to hit the  fect undil this transaction i
country “very hard™ and  finalised — tme and place
sclee Kharg ishand and s of the signing to be an
energy infrastructane. He  nounced shortly™
clainsed that Tehran had
“approved” talks

“Based on the fact that  secutive tights, Mr. Trump
discussions with the ldsm:  had earbler in the day A
ic Republic of fran have  in another posl that he  Thorsday shows stries Sargeting raskan infrastnatuse e
baeen brought 1o the bigh  would contsnue  seing and & b chonisre
et bevel of Ianian leader-  lIran. After Thursdays at-  Mohammad-Bagher Ghall-  shack in for years. You will  tacks were "in response to trol cendre,” the Guards  of the Strait of Homeme.
ship and agproved, [ have,  tack. Iran abo announced  baf,  Tran's i
a President of the Unieed  that it closed the Strait of  Speaker, had warned that  wrote in 2 sodal
States of America, can-  Hormuz to all raffic.
celled  the  scheduled

againes fram this evening,” U turras after
Mr. Trump wrote in a so-  thrests sgainss lmn and b-
cial media post on Thars- i

day might

and final points have berm,

in both concept and greas Drastle turmn of events
detail, approved by all par- After Mr. Tramp thres-  and ereste a0 oendless LS, bases in the region.
ties imvodved, inciading the  tened o take Island,

United $tates, Esrael, Saudi mand (CENTOOM) sabd [ts

Arabia, UAE, Qutar, Tarki-

day fhocal tine),
~LLS. Marine Corps, Air

Afver both  sides exe
changed fire for two con-

“Elghteen key tamgets  public  relalons  office
forces Bunclyed siriles on belonging 1o the criminal  chiinved tha radar sysems
Iranian milicary survedl LS. milioary were struck  and eommusseation amen:
lamce capabilities, comnve-  and destroyed at the Ali gk nas asociated with a Pa-
nicacion sysiems, and xir  Salem and Almad sldaber  triot air defence system
defence sites across Iran i airbases in Kuwais, aswell  the headquarters of the
e early howrs of Thirs- s the Sheikh b aitbase in - U8, Moy Filth Fleel in
Eahrain* the INCC i,

I8 ackdedd that 2 ballistic  “explosive-laden drones™,
Farce, and Mavy assets  misailes were hunched at l
fired precision mundtions  the LS operated alAmag Cemtral Headguarnters, the
an Iranian tagetd that  oaic base in Jomdan, The  seniormost  operational
posed & theeat w US. forc:  IRGC Aerospace Force “hit  comeund of the armed
e and international com-  American F-35, F45, and  foroes, aid Tehran woukd
mercial ships trameiting re- F-36 fighter jets and impor-  continue 1 tespond to
oy the LS. CENTCOM on ghonal  waters”  the  tantfaclitiesofthe U5, ar  “the acts of aggression and
CENTOOM said in a state-  my bocated at the airbace  mischief of the United Sta-

dand

Static Linkages

Freedom of Navigation under
international maritime law and
principles governing international
straits.

Energy Security as a component of
national security and economic
stability.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

The United States launched fresh air strikes on
Iranian military targets, including surveillance,
communication, and air-defence systems.

Iran retaliated by targeting U.S. military bases
in Kuwait, Bahrain, and Jordan through missile
and drone attacks.

U.S. President Donald Trump later announced
a pause in further strikes, claiming progress in
negotiations with Iran.

Iran simultaneously announced the closure of
the Strait of Hormuz, one of the world's most
critical energy chokepoints.

Concerns emerged regarding disruption of
global energy supplies, regional stability, and
international maritime security.

Key Points

Strait of Hormuz connects the Persian Gulf
with the Gulf of Oman and the Arabian Sea.
Roughly one-fifth of global petroleum
consumption and a significant share of LNG
trade transit through the Strait.

Kharg Island handles nearly 90% of Iran’s
crude oil exports, making it strategically vital.
U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM) conducted
precision strikes against Iranian military
infrastructure citing protection of U.S. forces
and commercial shipping.

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) launched retaliatory missile attacks on
U.S. military facilities in the region.

Iran's military command ordered closure of the
Strait, potentially affecting global shipping
routes.

Gulf countries such as Saudi Arabia, UAE,
Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, and Jordan remain
directly affected by any escalation.

The conflict highlights vulnerabilities in global
energy supply chains and maritime trade.
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e Balance of Power and deterrence in
West Asian geopolitics.

The Persian Gulf’ Szrait
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e Collective Security and regional military alliances.
e Role of international organizations in conflict
resolution and maritime security.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities / Significance
e Highlights the importance of diplomatic
engagement over military escalation.
e Reinforces global focus on securing maritime
trade routes.
e Encourages diversification of energy sources and
strategic petroleum reserves.
e May accelerate regional security dialogues among
Gulf nations.
e Demonstrates the interconnected nature of
energy, security, and global markets.
Challenges / Concerns
e Closure of the Strait could sharply increase
global crude oil prices.
e Risks disruption of global supply chains and
inflationary pressures.
e Possibility of broader regional conflict involving
multiple state actors.
e Threat to international commercial shipping and
maritime insurance costs.
e Adverse implications for energy-importing
countries, including India.
e Increased geopolitical uncertainty may affect
global financial markets.

Way Forward

e Prioritize diplomatic negotiations under
international mediation mechanisms.

e Ensure adherence to international maritime law
and freedom of navigation.

e Strengthen regional confidence-building
measures and crisis communication channels.

e Diversify global energy supply sources and
transportation routes.

e Enhance strategic petroleum reserves and energy
resilience.

e Promote multilateral cooperation consistent with
UN Charter principles and SDG 16 (Peace, Justice
and Strong Institutions).

Strategic importance of chokepoints in
global trade (Hormuz, Malacca, Bab-el-
" e wwonson Mandeb, Suez Canal).
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Homemakers are ‘nation builders, their work
is worth at least 330,000 a month, says SC

CHENNAL
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Context of the News

The Supreme Court held that the unpaid
domestic work performed by a homemaker
must be monetarily recognized while
calculating compensation in motor accident
death cases.

The Court fixed a minimum notional value of
¥30,000 per month for homemakers’ domestic
services.

The judgment arose from a compensation
claim relating to the death of awomanin a
road accident in Punjab.

The Court observed that homemakers
contribute significantly to human capital
formation, family welfare, and nation-building.
A new compensation head, “Loss of Domestic
Care”, was recognized.

Key Points

Homemakers' unpaid domestic work shall be
valued at a minimum of ¥30,000 per month for
compensation purposes.

The amount shall increase by 10% every three
years.

Compensation under “Loss of Domestic Care”
will be awarded separately.

If a homemaker also has paid employment,
compensation for domestic care will be
awarded in addition to earned income.

The Court emphasized replacing the term
“housewife” with “homemaker”.

Motor Accident Claims Tribunal (MACT) cases
should ordinarily be disposed of within one
year.

The judgment strengthens judicial recognition
of the care economy and unpaid labour
performed within households.

Static Linkages
Constitutional Provisions

Article 14 - Equality before law.
Article 15(3) — Special provisions for women.

Article 39(a) - Adequate means of livelihood.
Article 39(d) - Equal pay for equal work.
Article 42 - Just and humane conditions of
work.

Important Concepts

Unpaid Care Work: Non-market services such
as childcare, eldercare, cooking, and household
management.

Human Capital Formation: Homemakers
contribute through child upbringing, education
support, and health care within families.
Gender Economics: Recognition of invisible
labour performed predominantly by women.

International Linkages

SDG 5.4: Recognizes and values unpaid care
and domestic work.

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).

Critical Analysis
Significance

Recognizes the economic value of unpaid
domestic work.

Advances gender justice and substantive
equality.

Brings greater visibility to the care economy.
Creates a more realistic framework for
compensation assessment.

Aligns with India's commitment to SDG 5.

Concerns

The valuation may not adequately reflect
regional and socio-economic differences.
Unpaid care work still remains outside formal
GDP calculations.

Standardized valuation may not capture the
actual contribution of individual homemakers.
Need for broader policy recognition beyond
compensation jurisprudence.

Way Forward

Institutionalize valuation of unpaid care work
using Time Use Survey data.

Improve gender-sensitive policymaking and
budgeting.

Strengthen awareness regarding the economic
contribution of homemakers.

Ensure timely disposal of MACT cases.
Promote equitable sharing of household
responsibilities.

Integrate unpaid care work considerations into
social protection policies.



Child assessments must be
done in custody cases with
‘minimum intrusion’ SC

Rizmi Lia M.
CHENMAI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday held that psycho-
logical assessments of chil-
dren should be conducted
only when necessary and
with “minimum intrusion”
intothe child's life in custo-
dy disputes, particularly in
cases where the child is an
alleged victim of sexual
abuse,

The appeal was filed by
the mother of a 10-year-old
child against orders of the
Bombay High Court ap-
pointing a panel of experts
to assess the child and fa-
cilitate restoration of her
relationship with her fath-
er. The father is alleged to
have sexually abused the
child when she was two
years old.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices Sanjay Karol and N.K.
Singh observed that the
case involved balancing

It sayssuch psychological
assessments must be held only
when necessary.

the fathers request to re-

connect with his daughter  ps

and the need to protect the
child, who has accused
him of sexual abuse, from
any process that could ag-
gravate her trauma.
Referring to the objec-
tives of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Of
fences Act, 2012 (POCSO
Act), the court noted that
the legislation proceeds on
the foundational premise
that a child who has alleg-
edly suffered sexual abuse

must not be exposed to
processes capable of caus-
ing further emotional
harm, humiliadon or se-
condary victimisation.

Instead of immediately
directing an assessment of
the child, the Bench or-
dered the Family Court to
first appoint a psychologist
to assess the mental and
psychological condition of
both parents. The court-
appointed  psychologist
will then interact with the

yehologist currenily
treating the child and sub-
mit a report o the Family
Court.

Based on these reports,
the Family Court will deter-
mine whether any further
psychological assessment
of the child is necessary. If
such an assessment is re-
quired, it must be conduct-
ed by a single independent
«child psychologist with mi-
nimal interaction so as not
to disturh the child.

e Article 39(e) & (f): Protection of children from
abuse and ensuring healthy development.

Relevant Laws
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, 2012
e Enacted to protect children from sexual
offences.
e Provides child-friendly investigation and trial
procedures.
e Seeks to prevent re-traumatisation of victims
during legal proceedings.
Guardians and Wards Act, 1890
e Governs guardianship and custody matters.
e Welfare of the child is the paramount

consideration.
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children)
Act, 2015
e Provides a framework for care, protection and
rehabilitation of children.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Why in News?

* The Supreme Court ruled that psychological
assessment of children in custody disputes
should be conducted only when necessary and
with minimum intrusion, particularly where
allegations of sexual abuse are involved.

e Thejudgment emphasized preventing
secondary victimisation and protecting the
child's mental well-being.

Exam Value Addition
Best Interests of the Child Principle
e Core principle in child rights jurisprudence.
* Recognized by Indian courts and international
child protection frameworks.
e Child welfare takes precedence over parental
claims.
Secondary Victimisation
e Additional trauma suffered by victims during
investigation, judicial proceedings or repeated
questioning.
* POCSO seeks to minimize such victimisation
through child-sensitive procedures.

Key Highlights of the Judgment

e Courts must prioritize the Best Interests of the
Child while deciding custody-related matters.

e Psychological assessments should not become
a routine procedure in custody disputes.

* |n cases involving alleged sexual abuse,
children should not be subjected to processes
that may aggravate trauma.

¢ The Court directed:

o Assessment of the parents' psychological
condition first.

o Consultation between the court-appointed
psychologist and the child's treating

Significance
e Strengthens a child-centric justice system.
e Reinforces trauma-informed judicial processes.
* Improves implementation of child protection

psychologist. laws. ) ) )
o Child assessment only if absolutely e Balances parental rights with child welfare and
necessary. safety.
e |frequired, the assessment should be
Challenges

conducted by a single independent child

psychologist with minimal interaction. e Shortage of trained child psychologists.

e Lack of uniform assessment protocols across
Family Courts.

* Delays injudicial proceedings due to expert
evaluations.

e Difficulty in assessing psychological trauma
objectively.

Legal & Constitutional Framework
Constitutional Provisions
e Article 15(3): Special provisions for children.
* Article 21: Right to life, dignity, privacy and
mental well-being.




FCRA Bill — expanding state control over civil society
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“KEY HIGHLIGHTS

* The Foreign Contribution (Regulation)
Amendment Bill, 2026 was introduced in the
Lok Sabha on 25 March 2026.

* The Bill seeks to amend the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010 (FCRA),
which regulates the receipt and utilization of
foreign contributions by individuals,
associations, NGOs, trusts, educational
institutions, and religious bodies.

* The proposed amendments introduce
provisions relating to automatic cessation of
registration, vesting of assets, and enhanced
government oversight over organisations
receiving foreign funds.

e The Bill has sparked debate regarding the
balance between national security concerns
and the autonomy of civil society
organisations.

About FCRA, 2010

Objective

To regulate foreign contributions and foreign
hospitality to ensure that such funds do not
adversely affect:
* Sovereignty and integrity of India.
e Security of the State.
e Strategic, scientific, and economic interests.
¢ Publicinterest.
* Democratic institutions.
Administered By
* Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
Important Provisions

Mandatory registration or prior permission for
receiving foreign contributions.

Registration validity: 5 years.

Annual reporting and disclosure requirements.
Regulation of utilization of foreign funds.

Key Provisions of FCRA Amendment Act, 2020

Mandatory FCRA account at State Bank of
India, New Delhi Main Branch.

Administrative expenditure limit reduced from
50% to 20%.

Prohibition on transfer of foreign contributions
to other NGOs.

Aadhaar identification for key functionaries.
Enhanced powers of suspension and
cancellation.

Key Provisions of the FCRA Amendment Bill, 2026
1. Automatic Cessation of Registration (Proposed
Section 14B)

An organisation's FCRA registration may cease if:

Renewal application is not submitted.

Renewal is rejected.

Registration remains pending under prescribed
conditions.

2. Vesting of Assets (Proposed Section 16A)
Upon cancellation, surrender, or cessation of
registration:

Foreign contributions and assets created from
such contributions may vest in a Designated
Authority.
The authority may:

© Manage assets.

o Administer institutions.

o Transfer or dispose of assets as per

prescribed procedures.

3. Enhanced Government Oversight

Restrictions on management of assets during
suspension.

Increased control over investigations and
enforcement.

Greater accountability requirements for office-
bearers and key functionaries.

Constitutional & Governance Dimensions
Relevant Constitutional Provisions

Article 14 - Equality before law.

Article 19(1)(c) - Freedom to form associations.
Article 25 - Freedom of religion.

Article 26 — Management of religious affairs.
Articles 29 & 30 - Rights of minorities to
conserve culture and establish educational
institutions.

Article 300A - Right to property.



Governance Principles Involved

Rule of Law.
Natural Justice.
Accountability.
Transparency.
Due Process.

Significance of the Bill
From Government Perspective

Strengthens monitoring of foreign-funded entities.
Enhances transparency in utilization of foreign
funds.

Helps prevent misuse of foreign contributions.
Supports national security and public order
considerations.

Creates a statutory mechanism for management of
assets after cancellation of registration.

Concerns Associated with the Bill
Administrative Concerns

Increased executive discretion in suspension and
cancellation.

Lack of statutory timelines for approval and renewal
processes.

Possibility of procedural delays affecting
organisations.

Constitutional Concerns

Potential impact on freedom of association.
Questions regarding autonomy of religious and
educational institutions.

Concerns regarding protection of property rights
and due process.

Developmental Concerns

Impact on NGOs engaged in:

o Health services.

Education.

Child welfare.

Tribal development.

Humanitarian assistance.

Possible reduction in foreign philanthropic support.

O O O ©O

Way Forward

Establish clear timelines for registration, renewal,
suspension, and cancellation.

Strengthen appellate and judicial review
mechanisms.

Ensure adherence to principles of natural justice.
Differentiate procedural violations from serious
offences.

Promote transparency without undermining
legitimate civil society activities.

Balance national security concerns with
constitutional freedoms.




Implementation complete, but workers still vulnerable
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"KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

In May 2026, the Central Government notified
rules under all four Labour Codes, completing
the implementation framework of labour
reforms enacted during 2019-20.
The four Labour Codes are:

o Code on Wages, 2019

o Industrial Relations Code, 2020

o Code on Social Security, 2020

o Occupational Safety, Health and Working

Conditions (OSHWC) Code, 2020

Trade unions and labour experts have criticized
several provisions, arguing that the rules fail to
address concerns regarding worker protection,
job security, social security, and collective
bargaining rights.

Key Points
Fixed-Term Employment (FTE)

Introduced under the Industrial Relations
Code, 2020.
Rules do not specify:
o Minimum tenure for FTE workers.
o Limits on contract renewals.
Concern:
o Regular jobs may increasingly be replaced
by repeatedly renewed fixed-term
contracts.

Wage-Related Issues

Rules provide a broad definition of Floor Wage
without clearly differentiating it from Minimum
Wage.
No detailed framework for Centre—State
consultation in wage fixation.
Existing consumption-unit method likely to
continue:

o Adult male =1 unit

o Adult female = 0.8 unit
Criticism:

o Potential continuation of gender bias in

wage determination.
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Hourly wage calculated by dividing daily wage
by 8 hours.

Experts argue hourly wages should be
independently determined, especially for gig
and domestic workers.

Gig and Platform Workers

Social Security Rules do not clarify employer—
employee relationships in the gig economy.
Gig and platform workers continue to be
treated as part of the unorganised workforce.
No clear mechanism for implementing gratuity
insurance provisions.

Trade Union Recognition

Rules require a sole registered trade union to
have at least 30% membership for recognition.
May weaken representation of smaller unions
and collective bargaining.

Contract Labour and Worker Welfare

OSHWC Rules do not clearly distinguish
between:

o Core activities

o Non-core activities
No clear restrictions on engagement of
contract labour in core operations.
Certain welfare provisions for plantation
workers, including housing and medical
facilities, are absent.

Static Linkages

Article 19(1)(c): Right to form associations and
trade unions.

Article 39: Adequate means of livelihood and
equitable distribution of resources.

Article 41: Right to work and public assistance.
Article 42: Just and humane conditions of work.
Article 43: Living wage and decent standard of
life for workers.

Labour is placed in the Concurrent List (List IlI).
India is a founding member of the International
Labour Organization (ILO).

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Increased employment insecurity through
unrestricted FTE renewals.

Inadequate social security protection for gig
workers.

Weakening of collective bargaining due to
higher union recognition threshold.
Ambiguity regarding contract labour in core
activities.

Gender concerns in wage fixation
methodology.

Missing welfare safeguards for vulnerable
workers.



Government's Objective

Simplification of labour laws.
Improved ease of doing business.
Greater labour market flexibility.
Creation of a unified labour regulatory
framework.

Way Forward

Prescribe minimum tenure and renewal limits
for FTE.

Establish transparent criteria for floor wage
and minimum wage fixation.

Ensure gender-neutral wage determination
standards.

Clarify legal status and social security
obligations for gig workers.

Strengthen implementation of gratuity and
social security provisions.

Clearly define core and non-core activities for
contract labour.

Protect collective bargaining rights while
ensuring industrial efficiency.




The rejection of the papers of Congress:

Rajya Sabha candidate is fraudulent

he rejection of Congress leader Mee
nakshi Natarajan’s nomination for the Ra:
Jva Sabha election from Madhya Pradesh
raises questions of institutional integrity and pro-
cedural Girmess, going beyond the fate of a single
candidate, The Supreme Court has agreed
hear the matter on Friday. Meanwhile, all three
BJP candidates have been declaned elected unop-
posed, ratsing further questions on the neutrality
and fairness of the process. Ms. Natarajan's nom-
ination was rejected by the Returning Officer
(R0} following objections that she had failed 10
discloge a pending criminal case in Hyderabad in
her election affidavit. As the All-India Congress
Committes (AICC) in-charge of Telangana, she
was named as one of the respondents in a private
complaing filed by a former Telugu Desam Pary
before the court of the Additional Me-
tropolitan Magisirate, Hyderabad, in 2025. The
complaint was not even against Ms, Natarajan; it
was against another Congress leader for alleged
inappropriate behaviour and criminal intimida-
tiom, and she was mentioned in the petition for
allegedly not taking appropriate action against
the leades. There ks no criminal FIR by the Telan:
gana pollce againsy Ms. Natarajan. Unlike a con-
ventional police case, a private complaint origi
nates directly before a court. The court had
issued notices w the persons named in the com:
plaint, including Ms. Natarajan.

T ROVE ecision toaethis as grounds for the
repection of the nomination recks of extreme ar-
bitrariness, and even a conspiracy. The law re-
garding the disclosure of cases is unambiguous.
Section 33A of the Representation of the People
Act requires disclosure only of those cases that
carry a punishment of two years or more and,
above all, only of those cases in which charges
have been framed. Framing of charges is a judi-
cial step, which follows the Ming of 3 charge
sheet. The RO's positbon that material facts had
been concealed and the nomination papers were
incompdete is not merely a misinterpretation of
the Liw, but an insult to commaon sénse. Going by
that logic, a candidate could be disqualified for
failing 1o lsa notices of traffic violations too. The
disclosuire regime has been designed to ensune
transparency regarding candidates” criminal an-
tecedents and pending cases. What makes Ms.
Natarajan's case starkly arbitrary is that in the
same election cycle, another candidate was
asked by the RO to amend the affidavits o mect
mandatery requirements. The Election Comanis-
sion of India has the sacred constitutional duty of
ersuring free and fafr elections. 1t i Eailing in that
duty, damaging democracy in the process. The
capture of a Rajya Sabha seat by the ruling BIP in
complete disregard for the kaw is 2 severe sethack
for election integrity.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

e Congress leader Meenakshi Natarajan's
nomination for the Rajya Sabha election from
Madhya Pradesh was rejected by the Returning
Officer (RO).

* The rejection was based on the alleged non-
disclosure of a pending private criminal
complaint in Hyderabad.

* No FIR, charge sheet, or framing of charges
existed against the candidate.

* Following the rejection, BJP candidates were
declared elected unopposed.

e The Supreme Court of India agreed to hear the
matter, raising concerns regarding electoral
fairness and statutory interpretation.

Key Points
e Section 33A, Representation of the People Act
(RPA), 1951 mandates disclosure of:
o Criminal cases where charges have been
framed.
o Offences punishable with imprisonment of
two years or more.
* The case against the candidate was a private
complaint, not a police case.
* No charges had been framed by a competent
court.
* The controversy centres on whether the RO
exceeded statutory powers during scrutiny of
nomination papers.

e Raises concerns about consistency, transparency,
and neutrality in election administration.

Static Linkages

* Free and fair elections are part of the Basic
Structure Doctrine.

e Article 324 vests the superintendence, direction,
and control of elections in the Election
Commission.

e Returning Officers perform quasi-judicial
functions during nomination scrutiny.

* Rule of Law requires administrative authorities to
act within statutory limits.

e Judicial review acts as a safeguard against
arbitrary exercise of power.

e Electoral transparency must be balanced with
procedural fairness.

Critical Analysis
Concerns
e Potential misuse of discretionary powers by
election authorities.
e Risk of undermining electoral credibility and
public trust.
e Possibility of unequal treatment of candidates
during scrutiny.
e Judicial intervention becoming necessary due to
administrative decisions.
Significance
* Highlights the importance of objective and
uniform application of election laws.
* Reinforces the need for institutional neutrality in
democratic processes.
* Raises questions regarding accountability of
election officials.
Constitutional Dimensions
Free and fair elections.
Equality before law (Article 14).
e Democratic representation.
Institutional independence of election machinery.

Way Forward

e Uniform application of provisions under the RPA,
1951.

* Clearer guidelines for Returning Officers regarding
nomination scrutiny.

e Publication of reasoned orders for rejection of
nominations.

e Strengthening accountability and training of
election officials.

e Timely judicial resolution of election-related
disputes.

* Enhancing public confidence in electoral
institutions through transparency.



Fair and

T:N. Assembly Speaker is going by the
letter and spirit of Tenth Schedule

amil Nadu Legislative Assembly Speaker
JuC.D. Prabhakar has followed democratic
principles by deciding not to pursue dis-
qualification proceedings against 21 AIADME
MLAs after the party’s general secretary, Edappa-
di K. Palaniswami, condoned the actions of the
rebel legiclators. Contrary to their party’s whip,
the MLAs had supported the Tamilaga Ve Kaz-
hagam (TVE)-led government during the trust
vote on May 13. Mr. Prabhakar also stood by his
assurance, made on May 24, that his eventual de-
cision would demonstrate his impartiality, Ac-
tually, 25 MLAs of the Dravidian major had viglat-
ed the party’s directive and favoured the new
regime but four of them including two women le-
gislators subsequently resigned their seats, This
is why the Speaker’s action pertained only to 21
MLAs, after receiving letters from Mr. Palaniswa-
mi stating that he had condoned the dissidents’
violation of the party whip. As the official group
and the rebels reached a truce on May 27, the
AIADME chief decided to condone the dissidents’
actions within 15 days from the date of such vot-
g, as prescribed under the Tenth Schedule and
the Tamil Nadu Assembly's disqualification rules.
Notwithstanding Mr. Prabhakar's track record
as a non-controversial politician, many won-
dered whether he would act fairly, given that Mr.
Palaniswami and his colleagues are political ad-
versaries of TVK. Besides, Tamil Nadu has not
been free from the unfortunate tendency of As-
sembly Speakers acting in a partisan manner.
P.H. Pandian, who served as Speaker from 1985
10 1989, had even said that the presiding officer of
the Assembly possessed “sky-high rs”. The
discretionary powers enshrined in the Tenth
Schedule of the Constitution, which deals with
defection, have been used by Speakers in various.
States for the wrong reasons. By dropping the
procecdings against the 21 dissidents, Mr. Prabha-
kar has upheld constitutional morality. However,
he should have initiated disqualification proceed-
iings against the four others before accepting their
resignation. The Assembly Secretarfat also duly
notified that vacancies had arisen in the four con-
stituencies, following which the election authori-
ties advised the District Election Officers to ap-
point Returning Officers. Mr. Prabhakar rightly
went by Mr. Palaniswami's submission wherein
only the names of 2| MLAs were mentioned, and
decided to pursue the matter against the other
fiour, But, this will be of a purely technical nature
as the bar is only on disqualified members be-
coming Ministers before getting elected again.
Even as Mr. Prabhakar's next course of action is
awaited, it is a healthy sign that he has so far de-
monstrated faimess in dealing with the petitions.
seeking disqualification.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context
e Tamil Nadu Assembly Speaker J.C.D. Prabhakar

dropped disqualification proceedings against
21 AIADMK MLAs who had voted in favour of
the TVK-led government during a trust vote,
contrary to the party whip.

AIADMK General Secretary Edappadi K.
Palaniswami condoned their actions within 15
days, as permitted under the Tenth Schedule.
Four other MLAs who violated the whip had
resigned before the Speaker's decision.

Key Points
e Tenth Schedule (Anti-Defection Law) provides

for disqualification if a member:
o Voluntarily gives up party membership.
o Votes/abstains contrary to the party whip
without permission.
Disqualification is not attracted if the political
party condones the action within 15 days.
The Speaker/Chairman is the authority to
decide defection cases.
The case highlights issues of:
o Speaker's neutrality.
o Anti-defection law implementation.
o Constitutional morality in legislative
functioning.

Static Linkages

52nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1985 -
Inserted the Tenth Schedule.
91st Constitutional Amendment Act, 2003 -
Strengthened anti-defection provisions.
Kihoto Hollohan v. Zachillhu (1992):
o Speaker's decision subject to judicial
review.
Keisham Meghachandra Singh v. Speaker
(2020):
o Supreme Court recommended timely
disposal of disqualification petitions.
Anti-defection law aims to:
o Ensure political stability.
o Prevent horse-trading and unethical
defections.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reinforces the legal provision of party
condonation under the Tenth Schedule.
Demonstrates impartial exercise of the
Speaker's constitutional role.
Strengthens confidence in legislative
institutions.

Concerns

Speaker's discretionary powers remain
susceptible to political influence.

Delay in deciding defection cases continues
across States.

Acceptance of resignations before disposal of
defection petitions may weaken the anti-
defection framework.

Way Forward

Prescribe a time-bound mechanism for
disposal of defection cases.

Consider transferring adjudicatory powers
from Speakers to an independent authority.
Ensure greater transparency and reasoned
decisions in defection matters.

Strengthen safeguards against misuse of
resignation and defection provisions.



R&D underspendingin Indiahasnoone
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Long-term investments such as R&D receive
lower priority.

Short-Term Corporate Incentives

Executive compensation often linked to short-
term financial performance.

R&D projects involve high costs and delayed
returns.

Policy and Market Uncertainty

Regulatory and economic uncertainties
discourage long-gestation investments.
High uncertainty increases risk associated with
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

e Recent discussions on India's innovation
ecosystem have highlighted the persistently
low level of private-sector investment in
Research & Development (R&D).

e Despite aspirations of becoming a global
manufacturing and technology hub, India's
R&D expenditure remains significantly below
major economies.

e Experts attribute this to structural, historical,
financial, and institutional factors.

Key Points
R&D Status in India
e Gross Expenditure on R&D (GERD): ~0.64% of
GDP (DST).
e Government contributes the majority of R&D
spending.
* Private sector contribution remains
comparatively low.
¢ [ndia lags behind countries such as China,
South Korea, Japan, and the USA in R&D
intensity.
Factors Behind Low R&D Investment
Large Domestic Market
* Large domestic demand reduces pressure to
compete globally.

e Firms can remain profitable without significant

technological upgrading.
Colonial Legacy
e Colonial deindustrialisation weakened
indigenous manufacturing capabilities.

e Shift towards trade and commerce rather than

manufacturing-led innovation.
Financialisation of Corporate Sector
e Greater focus on:
o Shareholder returns
o Dividends
o Stock-market performance

innovation expenditure.

Static Linkages

e Technological progress is a major driver of
long-term economic growth.

¢ |nnovation is central to Schumpeter's theory of
economic development.

e Colonial deindustrialisation adversely affected
India's manufacturing base.

¢ Industrial competitiveness depends on
continuous technological upgrading.

e Human capital, innovation, and productivity
are key determinants of economic
development.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Higher R&D spending promotes:
o Technological self-reliance
o Manufacturing competitiveness
o Productivity growth
o High-value employment
Challenges
e Low private-sector participation.
e Weak industry-academia collaboration.
¢ Dependence on imported technologies.
¢ |nadequate commercialization of research.
e Limited availability of risk capital for deep-tech
sectors.

Way Forward

¢ Increase GERD towards 2% of GDP.

e Strengthen implementation of the National
Research Foundation (NRF).

e Enhance private-sector R&D through fiscal
incentives.

¢ Promote industry-academia collaboration.

e Develop innovation clusters and research
parks.

* Improve ease of doing business and policy
certainty.

e Strengthen intellectual property protection
and technology commercialization.



From Qatar to US: Changing
standards of sports justice

Mg
VASAVDA

OUR YEARS ago, much of the
Western football world dis-
covered its comscience. Alead
ofthe 2022 World Cupin Qatar,

federations from Narway, Den-
mark and Germany — and many mone —
questioned the host's human rights rece
ard. The tourmament became a referen-
dum on Gatar fself.

outbreak are cived as other reasons for
the strictness.

In 2019, when India denied visas 1o
Pakistand shooters ahead of the shooting
World Cup in New Delhi following the
Puiwama terror attack, the reaction fram
the Olympic body wasswiftand severe. It
suspended discussions on future events
in Inddia and advised international feder-

Fast forwand to 2026, and the contrast  ationsagainst awarding Olymipic qualifi-
s hard wo ignore. cation competitions to the country wmil
Days before the kick-off, Somali ref:  guarantecs were provided.
eree Omar Artan — selected by FIFAand The message was clear: Host
due to become the first from hiscountry  natlons cannot selectlvely exclude
to officiate at a men's World Cup — was  eligible participants.
densed entry into the US despite holding That principle appears considerably
avalid visa. harder to enforce when the host is the
FIFA confirmed that he would miss  world’s most powerful country. FIFA's
the tournament because all refereesare  commercial future is tied to the North
requited to operate fromthe World Cup's  American markel. Broadeasters, sponsars
ceniral tralning base in the US. and governing bodies understand where
Artan is one of Africa’s mostrespected  influenoe resides.
referees and was named the continent’s Much of the criticism of Qatar was
best male referee last year, Yet, his  justified. The US. too, should be held
World Cup dream ended at an (o a difficult standard. Every host
Immigration desk. nation faces legitimate security concerns
Farmer tennis great Martina Navrati-  and  immigration challenges. But
lovawas among the few prominentspon-  consistency matters.
ing volces to question the episode, Intwo years, Los Angeles will host the
LosAngeles Bt compared to the moral outrage di- - 2028 Olympics, Likely dusing the final
illky b rected at Qatar before 2022, the silence  months of Donald Trump's presidency.
willhostthe  pocpeen deafening. The International Olympic Committee’s
2028 Olympics, The Artan affair is not an isolated  charter promises universality. Ensuring
likely during  Incident. Iran, one of thequalifiedteams.  that promise may become one of
the final has spent the build-upnavigatingamaze  the biggest administrative challenges of
of restrictions. FIFA regulations guaran-  the Games.
moniths of tee each federntion u share of tickets for Earlier World Cups have shown that
Trump's distribution among supporters, yet great goals, underdog stories and unfor-
presidency. Iran says that allocation has effectively  gettable matches have a way of pushing
ThelOCs been withdmwn, politics into the background. That may
Journalists, edficial hald-  hap
charter i fans from other countries, 160, have ot long after the final is played, the
promises complalned about visa troubles. Last memory of this World Cup may not
universality,  weekend. IraqstrikerAymen Husseinwas  simplybe about football. Itmay alsals
ingthat  Guestioned for nearly seven hours, and  membened forexpasing atruthabout glo-
S k hecked when theteamar-  bal sport: That principles are often ap-
PrOmise May  rived in Chicago. The teant's photogra-  plied unevenly, outrage is frequently
beoncofthe pherwas held formorethan10hoursand — selective, and merality sometimes dep-
. - was denied entry. endsonwho holds the pawer,
g;:::imé This comes against the backdrop
of broader American travel restrictions Tha writer is deputy associate
challenges that affect citizens from several editor, The Indian Express

* Theissue highlights tensions between:
o National sovereignty and security
o International commitments and
inclusiveness

Static Linkages

¢ Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR),
1948.

¢ Principle of equality and non-discrimination in
international law.

e Soft Power concept (Joseph Nye).

e Global governance and role of international
institutions.

* Sovereignty versus international obligations.

e Ethical principles of fairness, justice, and
impartiality.

Critical Analysis

nations. Security concerns and the Ebala

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

e Ahead of the 2026 FIFA World Cup, Somali
referee Omar Artan was denied entry into the
United States despite possessing a valid visa,
leading to his exclusion from the tournament.

e Concerns have also been raised regarding visa
and entry restrictions affecting participants,
journalists, and supporters from countries
such as Iran and Iraqg.

* Theissue has revived debate on the
consistency of human rights standards applied
by international sporting bodies across
different host nations.

e The controversy gains significance in the
context of the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics,
where universal participation remains a core
principle.

mifirwsavelnBespressingia com

Key Points
e [nternational sporting events increasingly
intersect with:
© Human rights
o Freedom of movement
o Sports diplomacy
o Global governance
* FIFA and the International Olympic Committee
(I0C) advocate non-discriminatory
participation in global sporting events.
e Visarestrictions can affect athletes, referees,
officials, journalists, and supporters.
* Questions have emerged regarding the uniform
application of governance and human rights
standards across host countries.

Issues Involved

Uneven application of human rights standards
across countries.

Conflict between national security concerns
and universal participation.

Credibility challenges for international sporting
institutions.

Influence of geopolitical and economic power
in global governance.

Significance for International Relations

Sports as an instrument of diplomacy and soft
power.

Impact on international image and reputation
of host nations.

Importance of rule-based and non-
discriminatory global governance.

Ethical Dimensions

Equality versus selective treatment.
Fairness and impartiality in decision-making.
Consistency in application of international
norms.

Way Forward

Develop uniform participation standards for all
host nations.

Ensure non-discriminatory visa access for
accredited participants.

Strengthen independent oversight
mechanisms within international sporting
bodies.

Improve transparency and accountability in
host-country obligations.

Promote sports as a platform for international
cooperation and people-to-people ties.



EDindock again, needs
tobeheld to account

HE DELHIHigh Court'serder, released Wednesday,

onthe Delhi Police Econemic Offences Wing (ECW)

and Enforoement Directorate’s (EDVs) cases against

online portal NewsClick and its foundereditor Prabir

Purkayasthaisan indictment, but not of the accused.
Calling the continuation of the Delhi Police’s FIR "a gross abuse
of the process of law”, the court has quashed the proceedings by
the two agencies, "Aside from bald assertions of there being a
criminal conspiracy, there is not a whisperof any incriminating
allegation,” the HC said in a verdict that mises serious questions
about the motives and competence of the investigating bodies
and the prosecution. Purkayastha, who spent seven months in
jail, still faces cases under UAPA, FCRA and income tax laws.
That's whythe broader question now is about accountabilivy for
what appears to be an attempt to weaponise legal proceedings
againsta media outlet.

From Purkayastha'sarrest under the Unlawdul Activities (Pre-
vention)Act (UAPA), voided by the Supreme Courtin 2024, tothe
lack of legal grounds for the charges under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA) and Inclian Penal Code against
MewsClick, it is clear that scant regard was paid to the letter and
spirit of the law. This cavalier attitude is even more disturbing
giventhe frequency withwhich the ED and otheragencies invoke
“speecial” laws like the UAPA and PMLA, all but shifting the
burdeneof proofontotheaccused and significantly increasing the
threshold for the grant of bail. The HC also underined the hol-
lowness of the ED's demand for maore time to investigate overa
vearand a halfafter it began its inquiries. As the SCobserved Last
year in Robert Lalchungrirga Chongthuey Stateof Bihar, inves-
tigations cannot continue endbessly. Eardier in Viakil Prosad Singh
1 State of Bihar (2009), the Court had said the right to a speedy
trial falls under the purview of Article 21, and this includes a
speedy investigation. The SC hasalso repeatedly asserted, includ-
ing inthe case, that bail should be the nile and jail
theexception, even when changes arebrought underspecial Lows.

Forsometime now, legad scholars have angeed that the process
ofestablishingguiltor innecence often becomes the punishment.
Thereare nodisincentives or consequences, particularly in cases
that have a cetain political hue, for lapses in investigation and

jon. Earlier this week. the Allahabad HC held magistrates

and police officers liable for illegal preventive detentions. It is

time totake this conversation forward and evolve a framework
ensure accountability witheut hampering investigations,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

Delhi High Court quashed the FIR and
Enforcement Directorate (ED) proceedings

against NewsClick and its founder-editor Prabir

Purkayastha.

Court termed the continuation of proceedings
a "gross abuse of the process of law" due to
lack of incriminating evidence.

The judgment follows the Supreme Court's
2024 decision setting aside Purkayastha's
arrest under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA).

The case has renewed debate on the use of
special laws, due process, media freedom, and
accountability of investigative agencies.

Key Points
Delhi High Court Observations

Mere allegations cannot sustain criminal
prosecution without supporting evidence.
Investigations cannot continue indefinitely.
Criminal law should not be used as a tool of
harassment.

ED failed to justify prolonged investigation
despite substantial time already elapsed.

Supreme Court Principles Reaffirmed

Article 21 includes the right to a speedy
investigation and trial.

Bail is the rule, jail is the exception.

Personal liberty cannot be curtailed except
through a fair, just and reasonable procedure.

Issues Highlighted

Frequent invocation of stringent laws such as:

o UAPA

o PMLA

Prolonged investigations causing hardship even
before conviction.

Concerns regarding misuse of investigative powers.
Chilling effect on media freedom and democratic
dissent.

Static Linkages

Article 19(1)(a): Freedom of Speech and Expression.
Article 21: Right to Life and Personal Liberty.
Article 22: Protection against arbitrary arrest and
detention.

Rule of Law.

Presumption of Innocence.

Natural Justice.

Judicial Review.

Separation of Powers.
Independence of Media in a Democracy.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens constitutional protections under Article
21.

Reinforces judicial oversight over executive actions.
Upholds due process and rule of law.

Protects freedom of expression and press freedom.

Concerns

Increasing use of special laws with stringent bail
provisions.

Lengthy investigations becoming punitive in nature.
Absence of accountability for wrongful prosecution.
Erosion of public trust if investigative agencies are
perceived as politically influenced.

Constitutional Dimension

Balancing national security with civil liberties.
Ensuring state power remains subject to
constitutional limitations.

Protecting democratic dissent while safeguarding
public order.

Way Forward

Establish statutory timelines for investigations.
Strengthen judicial scrutiny before invoking special
laws.

Create accountability mechanisms for malicious
prosecution.

Ensure greater transparency and professionalism in
investigations.

Implement police and criminal justice reforms.
Safeguard media freedom while maintaining
national security concerns.

Strengthen adherence to Article 21 and due process
standards.



Green energy can’t yet
bend climate curve

AST YEAR, renewable energy installations scaled a

landmark, globally, Solar, wind and hydro edged out

fossil fuels as the predominant source of power. The

world'stwo most populois countries, India and China,

led the charge in adding clean energy installations.
Yet, human activities pushed global warming to 1.37 degrees
Celsiusin 2025, according tothe latest Indicators of Global Climate
Change (IGCC) report, published on Wednesday in the journal
Earth Systern Science Data. That the increase in warming comes
at a time when the appetite for clean energy is at record levels
frames the scale ofthe challenge for policymakers the world over.
The expansion in renewables, though significant, is still not
enough to check the rise in GHG emissions,

Unlike the power sector and, toanextent, thetransport sector,
large sectionsofthe industry continue tobe driven by fossil fuels.
Transitioning to cleaner alternatives — green hydrogen, for in-
stance — takes time and requires investments. In the shorn run,
national policies can help by nudging manufacturers towards
adopting energy-efficient machines, using recyclable materials,
and minimising waste. Recycled aluminium, for instance,
requires much less energy than new aluminium. However, sus-
tainable equipment often has high upfront costs, Integrating
green technologies with traditional systems requires research
and development. All this can be contingent on cooperation be-
tween academia and govermments, and among governments.
Unfortunately, know-how transfer has been the Achilles Heel of
global warming mitigation.

At the current emission rate, the carbon budget — the GHG
that can still be emitted if global warming can be kept below the
Paris Climate Pact'sthreshold of 1.5°C — could be completely de-
pleted in about three years, according to the IGCC report. There-
port comes at a time when national representatives have as-
sembled at Bonn for mid-year climate talks. With the heatwave
sweeping Europe and several other parts of the world, the report’s
warnings should resonate among the participants.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

The Indicators of Global Climate Change (IGCC)
Report 2025 reported that human-induced
global warming reached 1.37°C above pre-
industrial levels in 2025.

The report was published in the journal Earth
System Science Data.

Despite record growth in renewable energy
installations, global greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions continue to rise.

India and China led global renewable energy
capacity additions.

At the current rate of emissions, the remaining
carbon budget for limiting warming to 1.5°C
may be exhausted within about three years.
The report was released during the UNFCCC
Bonn Climate Change Conference.

Key Points

Global renewable energy deployment reached
record levels in 2025.
Renewable energy is increasingly replacing
fossil fuels in power generation.
Industrial sectors remain major contributors to
GHG emissions.
Decarbonization of hard-to-abate sectors
requires:

o Green Hydrogen

o Energy-efficient technologies

o Circular economy practices

o Low-carbon manufacturing
Technology transfer and climate finance
remain major challenges.

Recycled aluminium requires significantly less
energy than primary aluminium production.

Rapid depletion of the global carbon budget raises
concerns about achieving Paris Agreement goals.

Important Data

Human-induced warming: 1.37°C (2025)

Paris Agreement threshold: 1.5°C

Remaining carbon budget may be exhausted in ~3
years at current emission rates.

Static Linkages

Greenhouse Effect and Global Warming.
Carbon Budget Concept.

Carbon Sink and Carbon Cycle.

Common But Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR-
RC).

Polluter Pays Principle.

Precautionary Principle.

Sustainable Development.

Circular Economy.

Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs).
Climate Justice.

SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy).

SDG 13 (Climate Action).

Critical Analysis
Significance

Demonstrates that renewable energy expansion
alone is insufficient to limit warming.

Highlights urgency of decarbonizing industrial and
manufacturing sectors.

Reinforces the need for enhanced climate action
before crossing the 1.5°C threshold.

Challenges

Continued dependence on fossil fuels in industry.
High cost of clean technologies and green hydrogen.
Inadequate climate finance from developed
countries.

Weak technology transfer mechanisms.

Rising energy demand in developing economies.

Implications for India

Need to balance economic growth with
decarbonization.

Opportunity to emerge as a global leader in
renewable energy and green hydrogen.
Increased vulnerability to heatwaves, floods,
droughts, and extreme weather events.

Way Forward

Accelerate renewable energy deployment.
Promote Green Hydrogen Mission implementation.
Improve industrial energy efficiency.

Strengthen circular economy and recycling
practices.

Enhance climate finance and technology transfer.
Support innovation through R&D investments.
Strengthen NDC implementation.

Promote low-carbon industrialization and
sustainable consumption patterns.



	daily
	news paper analysis
	DATE - 12/06/2026
	SOURCE : THE HINDU & INDIAN EXPRESS
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Opportunities / Significance
	Challenges / Concerns

	Way Forward
	Context of the News

	Key Points


