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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The United States launched fresh air strikes on
Iranian military targets, including surveillance,
communication, and air-defence systems.
Iran retaliated by targeting U.S. military bases
in Kuwait, Bahrain, and Jordan through missile
and drone attacks.
U.S. President Donald Trump later announced
a pause in further strikes, claiming progress in
negotiations with Iran.
Iran simultaneously announced the closure of
the Strait of Hormuz, one of the world's most
critical energy chokepoints.
Concerns emerged regarding disruption of
global energy supplies, regional stability, and
international maritime security.

Key Points
Strait of Hormuz connects the Persian Gulf
with the Gulf of Oman and the Arabian Sea.
Roughly one-fifth of global petroleum
consumption and a significant share of LNG
trade transit through the Strait.
Kharg Island handles nearly 90% of Iran’s
crude oil exports, making it strategically vital.
U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM) conducted
precision strikes against Iranian military
infrastructure citing protection of U.S. forces
and commercial shipping.
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) launched retaliatory missile attacks on
U.S. military facilities in the region.
Iran's military command ordered closure of the
Strait, potentially affecting global shipping
routes.
Gulf countries such as Saudi Arabia, UAE,
Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, and Jordan remain
directly affected by any escalation.
The conflict highlights vulnerabilities in global
energy supply chains and maritime trade.

Collective Security and regional military alliances.
Role of international organizations in conflict
resolution and maritime security.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities / Significance

Highlights the importance of diplomatic
engagement over military escalation.
Reinforces global focus on securing maritime
trade routes.
Encourages diversification of energy sources and
strategic petroleum reserves.
May accelerate regional security dialogues among
Gulf nations.
Demonstrates the interconnected nature of
energy, security, and global markets.

Challenges / Concerns
Closure of the Strait could sharply increase
global crude oil prices.
Risks disruption of global supply chains and
inflationary pressures.
Possibility of broader regional conflict involving
multiple state actors.
Threat to international commercial shipping and
maritime insurance costs.
Adverse implications for energy-importing
countries, including India.
Increased geopolitical uncertainty may affect
global financial markets.

Way Forward
Prioritize diplomatic negotiations under
international mediation mechanisms.
Ensure adherence to international maritime law
and freedom of navigation.
Strengthen regional confidence-building
measures and crisis communication channels.
Diversify global energy supply sources and
transportation routes.
Enhance strategic petroleum reserves and energy
resilience.
Promote multilateral cooperation consistent with
UN Charter principles and SDG 16 (Peace, Justice
and Strong Institutions).

Static Linkages
Freedom of Navigation under
international maritime law and
principles governing international
straits.
Energy Security as a component of
national security and economic
stability.
Balance of Power and deterrence in
West Asian geopolitics.
Strategic importance of chokepoints in
global trade (Hormuz, Malacca, Bab-el-
Mandeb, Suez Canal).
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The Supreme Court held that the unpaid
domestic work performed by a homemaker
must be monetarily recognized while
calculating compensation in motor accident
death cases.
The Court fixed a minimum notional value of
₹30,000 per month for homemakers’ domestic
services.
The judgment arose from a compensation
claim relating to the death of a woman in a
road accident in Punjab.
The Court observed that homemakers
contribute significantly to human capital
formation, family welfare, and nation-building.
A new compensation head, “Loss of Domestic
Care”, was recognized.

Key Points
Homemakers' unpaid domestic work shall be
valued at a minimum of ₹30,000 per month for
compensation purposes.
The amount shall increase by 10% every three
years.
Compensation under “Loss of Domestic Care”
will be awarded separately.
If a homemaker also has paid employment,
compensation for domestic care will be
awarded in addition to earned income.
The Court emphasized replacing the term
“housewife” with “homemaker”.
Motor Accident Claims Tribunal (MACT) cases
should ordinarily be disposed of within one
year.
The judgment strengthens judicial recognition
of the care economy and unpaid labour
performed within households.

Static Linkages
Constitutional Provisions

Article 14 – Equality before law.
Article 15(3) – Special provisions for women.

Article 39(a) – Adequate means of livelihood.
Article 39(d) – Equal pay for equal work.
Article 42 – Just and humane conditions of
work.

Important Concepts
Unpaid Care Work: Non-market services such
as childcare, eldercare, cooking, and household
management.
Human Capital Formation: Homemakers
contribute through child upbringing, education
support, and health care within families.
Gender Economics: Recognition of invisible
labour performed predominantly by women.

International Linkages
SDG 5.4: Recognizes and values unpaid care
and domestic work.
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).

Critical Analysis
Significance

Recognizes the economic value of unpaid
domestic work.
Advances gender justice and substantive
equality.
Brings greater visibility to the care economy.
Creates a more realistic framework for
compensation assessment.
Aligns with India's commitment to SDG 5.

Concerns
The valuation may not adequately reflect
regional and socio-economic differences.
Unpaid care work still remains outside formal
GDP calculations.
Standardized valuation may not capture the
actual contribution of individual homemakers.
Need for broader policy recognition beyond
compensation jurisprudence.

Way Forward
Institutionalize valuation of unpaid care work
using Time Use Survey data.
Improve gender-sensitive policymaking and
budgeting.
Strengthen awareness regarding the economic
contribution of homemakers.
Ensure timely disposal of MACT cases.
Promote equitable sharing of household
responsibilities.
Integrate unpaid care work considerations into
social protection policies.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Why in News?

The Supreme Court ruled that psychological
assessment of children in custody disputes
should be conducted only when necessary and
with minimum intrusion, particularly where
allegations of sexual abuse are involved.
The judgment emphasized preventing
secondary victimisation and protecting the
child's mental well-being.

Key Highlights of the Judgment
Courts must prioritize the Best Interests of the
Child while deciding custody-related matters.
Psychological assessments should not become
a routine procedure in custody disputes.
In cases involving alleged sexual abuse,
children should not be subjected to processes
that may aggravate trauma.
The Court directed:

Assessment of the parents' psychological
condition first.
Consultation between the court-appointed
psychologist and the child's treating
psychologist.
Child assessment only if absolutely
necessary.

If required, the assessment should be
conducted by a single independent child
psychologist with minimal interaction.

Legal & Constitutional Framework
Constitutional Provisions

Article 15(3): Special provisions for children.
Article 21: Right to life, dignity, privacy and
mental well-being.

Article 39(e) & (f): Protection of children from
abuse and ensuring healthy development.

Relevant Laws
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, 2012

Enacted to protect children from sexual
offences.
Provides child-friendly investigation and trial
procedures.
Seeks to prevent re-traumatisation of victims
during legal proceedings.

Guardians and Wards Act, 1890
Governs guardianship and custody matters.
Welfare of the child is the paramount
consideration.

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children)
Act, 2015

Provides a framework for care, protection and
rehabilitation of children.

Exam Value Addition
Best Interests of the Child Principle

Core principle in child rights jurisprudence.
Recognized by Indian courts and international
child protection frameworks.
Child welfare takes precedence over parental
claims.

Secondary Victimisation
Additional trauma suffered by victims during
investigation, judicial proceedings or repeated
questioning.
POCSO seeks to minimize such victimisation
through child-sensitive procedures.

Significance
Strengthens a child-centric justice system.
Reinforces trauma-informed judicial processes.
Improves implementation of child protection
laws.
Balances parental rights with child welfare and
safety.

Challenges
Shortage of trained child psychologists.
Lack of uniform assessment protocols across
Family Courts.
Delays in judicial proceedings due to expert
evaluations.
Difficulty in assessing psychological trauma
objectively.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Foreign Contribution (Regulation)
Amendment Bill, 2026 was introduced in the
Lok Sabha on 25 March 2026.
The Bill seeks to amend the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010 (FCRA),
which regulates the receipt and utilization of
foreign contributions by individuals,
associations, NGOs, trusts, educational
institutions, and religious bodies.
The proposed amendments introduce
provisions relating to automatic cessation of
registration, vesting of assets, and enhanced
government oversight over organisations
receiving foreign funds.
The Bill has sparked debate regarding the
balance between national security concerns
and the autonomy of civil society
organisations.

About FCRA, 2010
Objective
To regulate foreign contributions and foreign
hospitality to ensure that such funds do not
adversely affect:

Sovereignty and integrity of India.
Security of the State.
Strategic, scientific, and economic interests.
Public interest.
Democratic institutions.

Administered By
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)

Important Provisions

Mandatory registration or prior permission for
receiving foreign contributions.
Registration validity: 5 years.
Annual reporting and disclosure requirements.
Regulation of utilization of foreign funds.

Key Provisions of FCRA Amendment Act, 2020
Mandatory FCRA account at State Bank of
India, New Delhi Main Branch.
Administrative expenditure limit reduced from
50% to 20%.
Prohibition on transfer of foreign contributions
to other NGOs.
Aadhaar identification for key functionaries.
Enhanced powers of suspension and
cancellation.

Key Provisions of the FCRA Amendment Bill, 2026
1. Automatic Cessation of Registration (Proposed
Section 14B)
An organisation's FCRA registration may cease if:

Renewal application is not submitted.
Renewal is rejected.
Registration remains pending under prescribed
conditions.

2. Vesting of Assets (Proposed Section 16A)
Upon cancellation, surrender, or cessation of
registration:

Foreign contributions and assets created from
such contributions may vest in a Designated
Authority.
The authority may:

Manage assets.
Administer institutions.
Transfer or dispose of assets as per
prescribed procedures.

3. Enhanced Government Oversight
Restrictions on management of assets during
suspension.
Increased control over investigations and
enforcement.
Greater accountability requirements for office-
bearers and key functionaries.

Constitutional & Governance Dimensions
Relevant Constitutional Provisions

Article 14 – Equality before law.
Article 19(1)(c) – Freedom to form associations.
Article 25 – Freedom of religion.
Article 26 – Management of religious affairs.
Articles 29 & 30 – Rights of minorities to
conserve culture and establish educational
institutions.
Article 300A – Right to property.
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Governance Principles Involved
Rule of Law.
Natural Justice.
Accountability.
Transparency.
Due Process.

Significance of the Bill
From Government Perspective

Strengthens monitoring of foreign-funded entities.
Enhances transparency in utilization of foreign
funds.
Helps prevent misuse of foreign contributions.
Supports national security and public order
considerations.
Creates a statutory mechanism for management of
assets after cancellation of registration.

Concerns Associated with the Bill
Administrative Concerns

Increased executive discretion in suspension and
cancellation.
Lack of statutory timelines for approval and renewal
processes.
Possibility of procedural delays affecting
organisations.

Constitutional Concerns
Potential impact on freedom of association.
Questions regarding autonomy of religious and
educational institutions.
Concerns regarding protection of property rights
and due process.

Developmental Concerns
Impact on NGOs engaged in:

Health services.
Education.
Child welfare.
Tribal development.
Humanitarian assistance.

Possible reduction in foreign philanthropic support.

Way Forward
Establish clear timelines for registration, renewal,
suspension, and cancellation.
Strengthen appellate and judicial review
mechanisms.
Ensure adherence to principles of natural justice.
Differentiate procedural violations from serious
offences.
Promote transparency without undermining
legitimate civil society activities.
Balance national security concerns with
constitutional freedoms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

In May 2026, the Central Government notified
rules under all four Labour Codes, completing
the implementation framework of labour
reforms enacted during 2019–20.
The four Labour Codes are:

Code on Wages, 2019
Industrial Relations Code, 2020
Code on Social Security, 2020
Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions (OSHWC) Code, 2020

Trade unions and labour experts have criticized
several provisions, arguing that the rules fail to
address concerns regarding worker protection,
job security, social security, and collective
bargaining rights.

Key Points
Fixed-Term Employment (FTE)

Introduced under the Industrial Relations
Code, 2020.
Rules do not specify:

Minimum tenure for FTE workers.
Limits on contract renewals.

Concern:
Regular jobs may increasingly be replaced
by repeatedly renewed fixed-term
contracts.

Wage-Related Issues
Rules provide a broad definition of Floor Wage
without clearly differentiating it from Minimum
Wage.
No detailed framework for Centre–State
consultation in wage fixation.
Existing consumption-unit method likely to
continue:

Adult male = 1 unit
Adult female = 0.8 unit

Criticism:
Potential continuation of gender bias in
wage determination.

Hourly wage calculated by dividing daily wage
by 8 hours.
Experts argue hourly wages should be
independently determined, especially for gig
and domestic workers.

Gig and Platform Workers
Social Security Rules do not clarify employer–
employee relationships in the gig economy.
Gig and platform workers continue to be
treated as part of the unorganised workforce.
No clear mechanism for implementing gratuity
insurance provisions.

Trade Union Recognition
Rules require a sole registered trade union to
have at least 30% membership for recognition.
May weaken representation of smaller unions
and collective bargaining.

Contract Labour and Worker Welfare
OSHWC Rules do not clearly distinguish
between:

Core activities
Non-core activities

No clear restrictions on engagement of
contract labour in core operations.
Certain welfare provisions for plantation
workers, including housing and medical
facilities, are absent.

Static Linkages
Article 19(1)(c): Right to form associations and
trade unions.
Article 39: Adequate means of livelihood and
equitable distribution of resources.
Article 41: Right to work and public assistance.
Article 42: Just and humane conditions of work.
Article 43: Living wage and decent standard of
life for workers.
Labour is placed in the Concurrent List (List III).
India is a founding member of the International
Labour Organization (ILO).

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Increased employment insecurity through
unrestricted FTE renewals.
Inadequate social security protection for gig
workers.
Weakening of collective bargaining due to
higher union recognition threshold.
Ambiguity regarding contract labour in core
activities.
Gender concerns in wage fixation
methodology.
Missing welfare safeguards for vulnerable
workers.

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH



Government's Objective
Simplification of labour laws.
Improved ease of doing business.
Greater labour market flexibility.
Creation of a unified labour regulatory
framework.

Way Forward
Prescribe minimum tenure and renewal limits
for FTE.
Establish transparent criteria for floor wage
and minimum wage fixation.
Ensure gender-neutral wage determination
standards.
Clarify legal status and social security
obligations for gig workers.
Strengthen implementation of gratuity and
social security provisions.
Clearly define core and non-core activities for
contract labour.
Protect collective bargaining rights while
ensuring industrial efficiency.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Congress leader Meenakshi Natarajan's
nomination for the Rajya Sabha election from
Madhya Pradesh was rejected by the Returning
Officer (RO).
The rejection was based on the alleged non-
disclosure of a pending private criminal
complaint in Hyderabad.
No FIR, charge sheet, or framing of charges
existed against the candidate.
Following the rejection, BJP candidates were
declared elected unopposed.
The Supreme Court of India agreed to hear the
matter, raising concerns regarding electoral
fairness and statutory interpretation.

Key Points
Section 33A, Representation of the People Act
(RPA), 1951 mandates disclosure of:

Criminal cases where charges have been
framed.
Offences punishable with imprisonment of
two years or more.

The case against the candidate was a private
complaint, not a police case.
No charges had been framed by a competent
court.
The controversy centres on whether the RO
exceeded statutory powers during scrutiny of
nomination papers.

Raises concerns about consistency, transparency,
and neutrality in election administration.

Static Linkages
Free and fair elections are part of the Basic
Structure Doctrine.
Article 324 vests the superintendence, direction,
and control of elections in the Election
Commission.
Returning Officers perform quasi-judicial
functions during nomination scrutiny.
Rule of Law requires administrative authorities to
act within statutory limits.
Judicial review acts as a safeguard against
arbitrary exercise of power.
Electoral transparency must be balanced with
procedural fairness.

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Potential misuse of discretionary powers by
election authorities.
Risk of undermining electoral credibility and
public trust.
Possibility of unequal treatment of candidates
during scrutiny.
Judicial intervention becoming necessary due to
administrative decisions.

Significance
Highlights the importance of objective and
uniform application of election laws.
Reinforces the need for institutional neutrality in
democratic processes.
Raises questions regarding accountability of
election officials.

Constitutional Dimensions
Free and fair elections.
Equality before law (Article 14).
Democratic representation.
Institutional independence of election machinery.

Way Forward
Uniform application of provisions under the RPA,
1951.
Clearer guidelines for Returning Officers regarding
nomination scrutiny.
Publication of reasoned orders for rejection of
nominations.
Strengthening accountability and training of
election officials.
Timely judicial resolution of election-related
disputes.
Enhancing public confidence in electoral
institutions through transparency.

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH



KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Tamil Nadu Assembly Speaker J.C.D. Prabhakar
dropped disqualification proceedings against
21 AIADMK MLAs who had voted in favour of
the TVK-led government during a trust vote,
contrary to the party whip.
AIADMK General Secretary Edappadi K.
Palaniswami condoned their actions within 15
days, as permitted under the Tenth Schedule.
Four other MLAs who violated the whip had
resigned before the Speaker's decision.

Key Points 
Tenth Schedule (Anti-Defection Law) provides
for disqualification if a member:

Voluntarily gives up party membership.
Votes/abstains contrary to the party whip
without permission.

Disqualification is not attracted if the political
party condones the action within 15 days.
The Speaker/Chairman is the authority to
decide defection cases.
The case highlights issues of:

Speaker's neutrality.
Anti-defection law implementation.
Constitutional morality in legislative
functioning.

Static Linkages
52nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1985 –
Inserted the Tenth Schedule.
91st Constitutional Amendment Act, 2003 –
Strengthened anti-defection provisions.
Kihoto Hollohan v. Zachillhu (1992):

Speaker's decision subject to judicial
review.

Keisham Meghachandra Singh v. Speaker
(2020):

Supreme Court recommended timely
disposal of disqualification petitions.

Anti-defection law aims to:
Ensure political stability.
Prevent horse-trading and unethical
defections.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reinforces the legal provision of party
condonation under the Tenth Schedule.
Demonstrates impartial exercise of the
Speaker's constitutional role.
Strengthens confidence in legislative
institutions.

Concerns
Speaker's discretionary powers remain
susceptible to political influence.
Delay in deciding defection cases continues
across States.
Acceptance of resignations before disposal of
defection petitions may weaken the anti-
defection framework.

Way Forward
Prescribe a time-bound mechanism for
disposal of defection cases.
Consider transferring adjudicatory powers
from Speakers to an independent authority.
Ensure greater transparency and reasoned
decisions in defection matters.
Strengthen safeguards against misuse of
resignation and defection provisions.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Recent discussions on India's innovation
ecosystem have highlighted the persistently
low level of private-sector investment in
Research & Development (R&D).
Despite aspirations of becoming a global
manufacturing and technology hub, India's
R&D expenditure remains significantly below
major economies.
Experts attribute this to structural, historical,
financial, and institutional factors.

Key Points
R&D Status in India

Gross Expenditure on R&D (GERD): ~0.64% of
GDP (DST).
Government contributes the majority of R&D
spending.
Private sector contribution remains
comparatively low.
India lags behind countries such as China,
South Korea, Japan, and the USA in R&D
intensity.

Factors Behind Low R&D Investment
Large Domestic Market

Large domestic demand reduces pressure to
compete globally.
Firms can remain profitable without significant
technological upgrading.

Colonial Legacy
Colonial deindustrialisation weakened
indigenous manufacturing capabilities.
Shift towards trade and commerce rather than
manufacturing-led innovation.

Financialisation of Corporate Sector
Greater focus on:

Shareholder returns
Dividends
Stock-market performance

Long-term investments such as R&D receive
lower priority.

Short-Term Corporate Incentives
Executive compensation often linked to short-
term financial performance.
R&D projects involve high costs and delayed
returns.

Policy and Market Uncertainty
Regulatory and economic uncertainties
discourage long-gestation investments.
High uncertainty increases risk associated with
innovation expenditure.

Static Linkages
Technological progress is a major driver of
long-term economic growth.
Innovation is central to Schumpeter's theory of
economic development.
Colonial deindustrialisation adversely affected
India's manufacturing base.
Industrial competitiveness depends on
continuous technological upgrading.
Human capital, innovation, and productivity
are key determinants of economic
development.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Higher R&D spending promotes:
Technological self-reliance
Manufacturing competitiveness
Productivity growth
High-value employment

Challenges
Low private-sector participation.
Weak industry-academia collaboration.
Dependence on imported technologies.
Inadequate commercialization of research.
Limited availability of risk capital for deep-tech
sectors.

Way Forward
Increase GERD towards 2% of GDP.
Strengthen implementation of the National
Research Foundation (NRF).
Enhance private-sector R&D through fiscal
incentives.
Promote industry-academia collaboration.
Develop innovation clusters and research
parks.
Improve ease of doing business and policy
certainty.
Strengthen intellectual property protection
and technology commercialization.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Ahead of the 2026 FIFA World Cup, Somali
referee Omar Artan was denied entry into the
United States despite possessing a valid visa,
leading to his exclusion from the tournament.
Concerns have also been raised regarding visa
and entry restrictions affecting participants,
journalists, and supporters from countries
such as Iran and Iraq.
The issue has revived debate on the
consistency of human rights standards applied
by international sporting bodies across
different host nations.
The controversy gains significance in the
context of the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics,
where universal participation remains a core
principle.

Key Points
International sporting events increasingly
intersect with:

Human rights
Freedom of movement
Sports diplomacy
Global governance

FIFA and the International Olympic Committee
(IOC) advocate non-discriminatory
participation in global sporting events.
Visa restrictions can affect athletes, referees,
officials, journalists, and supporters.
Questions have emerged regarding the uniform
application of governance and human rights
standards across host countries.

The issue highlights tensions between:
National sovereignty and security
International commitments and
inclusiveness

Static Linkages
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR),
1948.
Principle of equality and non-discrimination in
international law.
Soft Power concept (Joseph Nye).
Global governance and role of international
institutions.
Sovereignty versus international obligations.
Ethical principles of fairness, justice, and
impartiality.

Critical Analysis
Issues Involved

Uneven application of human rights standards
across countries.
Conflict between national security concerns
and universal participation.
Credibility challenges for international sporting
institutions.
Influence of geopolitical and economic power
in global governance.

Significance for International Relations
Sports as an instrument of diplomacy and soft
power.
Impact on international image and reputation
of host nations.
Importance of rule-based and non-
discriminatory global governance.

Ethical Dimensions
Equality versus selective treatment.
Fairness and impartiality in decision-making.
Consistency in application of international
norms.

Way Forward
Develop uniform participation standards for all
host nations.
Ensure non-discriminatory visa access for
accredited participants.
Strengthen independent oversight
mechanisms within international sporting
bodies.
Improve transparency and accountability in
host-country obligations.
Promote sports as a platform for international
cooperation and people-to-people ties.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Delhi High Court quashed the FIR and
Enforcement Directorate (ED) proceedings
against NewsClick and its founder-editor Prabir
Purkayastha.
Court termed the continuation of proceedings
a "gross abuse of the process of law" due to
lack of incriminating evidence.
The judgment follows the Supreme Court's
2024 decision setting aside Purkayastha's
arrest under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA).
The case has renewed debate on the use of
special laws, due process, media freedom, and
accountability of investigative agencies.

Key Points 
Delhi High Court Observations

Mere allegations cannot sustain criminal
prosecution without supporting evidence.
Investigations cannot continue indefinitely.
Criminal law should not be used as a tool of
harassment.
ED failed to justify prolonged investigation
despite substantial time already elapsed.

Supreme Court Principles Reaffirmed
Article 21 includes the right to a speedy
investigation and trial.
Bail is the rule, jail is the exception.
Personal liberty cannot be curtailed except
through a fair, just and reasonable procedure.

Issues Highlighted

Frequent invocation of stringent laws such as:
UAPA
PMLA

Prolonged investigations causing hardship even
before conviction.
Concerns regarding misuse of investigative powers.
Chilling effect on media freedom and democratic
dissent.

Static Linkages
Article 19(1)(a): Freedom of Speech and Expression.
Article 21: Right to Life and Personal Liberty.
Article 22: Protection against arbitrary arrest and
detention.
Rule of Law.
Presumption of Innocence.
Natural Justice.
Judicial Review.
Separation of Powers.
Independence of Media in a Democracy.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens constitutional protections under Article
21.
Reinforces judicial oversight over executive actions.
Upholds due process and rule of law.
Protects freedom of expression and press freedom.

Concerns
Increasing use of special laws with stringent bail
provisions.
Lengthy investigations becoming punitive in nature.
Absence of accountability for wrongful prosecution.
Erosion of public trust if investigative agencies are
perceived as politically influenced.

Constitutional Dimension
Balancing national security with civil liberties.
Ensuring state power remains subject to
constitutional limitations.
Protecting democratic dissent while safeguarding
public order.

Way Forward
Establish statutory timelines for investigations.
Strengthen judicial scrutiny before invoking special
laws.
Create accountability mechanisms for malicious
prosecution.
Ensure greater transparency and professionalism in
investigations.
Implement police and criminal justice reforms.
Safeguard media freedom while maintaining
national security concerns.
Strengthen adherence to Article 21 and due process
standards.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Indicators of Global Climate Change (IGCC)
Report 2025 reported that human-induced
global warming reached 1.37°C above pre-
industrial levels in 2025.
The report was published in the journal Earth
System Science Data.
Despite record growth in renewable energy
installations, global greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions continue to rise.
India and China led global renewable energy
capacity additions.
At the current rate of emissions, the remaining
carbon budget for limiting warming to 1.5°C
may be exhausted within about three years.
The report was released during the UNFCCC
Bonn Climate Change Conference.

Key Points
Global renewable energy deployment reached
record levels in 2025.
Renewable energy is increasingly replacing
fossil fuels in power generation.
Industrial sectors remain major contributors to
GHG emissions.
Decarbonization of hard-to-abate sectors
requires:

Green Hydrogen
Energy-efficient technologies
Circular economy practices
Low-carbon manufacturing

Technology transfer and climate finance
remain major challenges.

Recycled aluminium requires significantly less
energy than primary aluminium production.
Rapid depletion of the global carbon budget raises
concerns about achieving Paris Agreement goals.

Important Data
Human-induced warming: 1.37°C (2025)
Paris Agreement threshold: 1.5°C
Remaining carbon budget may be exhausted in ~3
years at current emission rates.

Static Linkages
Greenhouse Effect and Global Warming.
Carbon Budget Concept.
Carbon Sink and Carbon Cycle.
Common But Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR-
RC).
Polluter Pays Principle.
Precautionary Principle.
Sustainable Development.
Circular Economy.
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs).
Climate Justice.
SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy).
SDG 13 (Climate Action).

Critical Analysis
Significance

Demonstrates that renewable energy expansion
alone is insufficient to limit warming.
Highlights urgency of decarbonizing industrial and
manufacturing sectors.
Reinforces the need for enhanced climate action
before crossing the 1.5°C threshold.

Challenges
Continued dependence on fossil fuels in industry.
High cost of clean technologies and green hydrogen.
Inadequate climate finance from developed
countries.
Weak technology transfer mechanisms.
Rising energy demand in developing economies.

Implications for India
Need to balance economic growth with
decarbonization.
Opportunity to emerge as a global leader in
renewable energy and green hydrogen.
Increased vulnerability to heatwaves, floods,
droughts, and extreme weather events.

Way Forward
Accelerate renewable energy deployment.
Promote Green Hydrogen Mission implementation.
Improve industrial energy efficiency.
Strengthen circular economy and recycling
practices.
Enhance climate finance and technology transfer.
Support innovation through R&D investments.
Strengthen NDC implementation.
Promote low-carbon industrialization and
sustainable consumption patterns.
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