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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The U.S. conducted airstrikes on Iranian
military installations near the Strait of Hormuz
after the alleged downing of a U.S. military
helicopter.
Iran retaliated by launching missile and drone
attacks on U.S. military bases in Bahrain,
Kuwait, and Jordan.
The escalation follows tensions arising from
failed negotiations and renewed Iran-Israel
hostilities.
The developments have revived concerns over
maritime security, regional stability, and global
energy supplies.

Why This News Matters for UPSC?
Strait of Hormuz is a recurring Prelims hotspot.
West Asian geopolitics is important for GS-II
(International Relations).
Energy security and maritime security are
important for GS-III.
Impact on India's crude oil imports and
diaspora is frequently asked in Mains.

Key Exam-Relevant Points
Strait of Hormuz

Connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of
Oman and Arabian Sea.
Lies between Iran (north) and Oman (south).
One of the world's most important oil transit
chokepoints.
Around one-fifth of global petroleum trade
passes through it.
Important for exports from Saudi Arabia, Iraq,
Kuwait, UAE, Qatar, and Iran.

Strategic Significance
Critical Sea Line of Communication (SLOC).
Any disruption directly impacts:

Global oil prices
Energy security
Maritime trade
Inflation worldwide

Impact on India
India imports more than 80% of its crude oil
requirements.
West Asia remains India's major energy source.
A large Indian diaspora resides in Gulf countries.
Escalation can affect:

Oil import bill
Current Account Deficit (CAD)
Inflation
Remittances
Maritime trade routes

Military and Security Dimension
Growing use of:

Drones
Precision-guided missiles
Hybrid warfare
Strategic deterrence

Highlights importance of maritime domain awareness and
naval power.

Static Linkages
Freedom of navigation under UNCLOS.
Strategic chokepoints influence global geopolitics.
Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs) are vital for trade-
dependent economies.
Energy security is a component of national security.
Balance of Power and Deterrence Theory remain central
concepts in international relations.
Maritime security is a key pillar of India's SAGAR doctrine.
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) help mitigate supply
disruptions.

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Risk of wider regional conflict.
Threat to global energy supplies.
Rising shipping and insurance costs.
Increased volatility in crude oil markets.
Humanitarian consequences due to attacks on civilian
infrastructure.

Implications for India
Higher crude prices may worsen inflation.
Increased fiscal pressure through higher import bills.
Possible disruption of Indian trade through West Asia.
Risks to Indian citizens working in Gulf countries.

Strategic Lessons
Excessive dependence on a single region for energy
creates vulnerabilities.
Maritime chokepoints remain critical in global politics.
Diplomacy remains essential alongside military
deterrence.

Way Forward 
Strengthen diplomatic engagement with West Asian
countries.
Diversify crude oil import sources.
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Promote renewable energy and green hydrogen.
Enhance Indian Navy's maritime surveillance capabilities.
Strengthen cooperation under SAGAR and IORA
frameworks.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Two Indian seafarers were killed and one Indian
crew member went missing after the oil tanker
Settebello was attacked by U.S. forces in the
Gulf of Oman.
The vessel was reportedly carrying Iranian-
origin oil and was accused by the U.S. of
violating its blockade on Iranian oil exports.
According to the U.S. Central Command
(CENTCOM), the tanker failed to comply with
directions issued by American forces, following
which precision munitions were used to disable
the vessel.
India lodged a strong diplomatic protest with
the United States and summoned the U.S.
Deputy Chief of Mission.
The incident occurred amid escalating U.S.-Iran
tensions and repeated attacks on commercial
shipping in the Persian Gulf–Gulf of Oman
region.
Earlier, another tanker (Marivex) carrying
Indian crew members was similarly targeted,
highlighting growing risks to Indian seafarers
and maritime trade.

Key Points
Location: Gulf of Oman, near Sohar (Oman).
Affected Vessel: Settebello (Palau-flagged oil
tanker).
Indian Casualties: Two dead, one missing, 21
rescued.
U.S. Justification: Enforcement of sanctions
and blockade against Iranian oil exports.

India's Response:Strong diplomatic protest.
Monitoring through the Indian Embassy in
Oman.
Coordination with Omani authorities for
rescue operations.

Strategic Concern: Increasing militarization of
critical sea lanes in West Asia.
Economic Concern: Threat to global energy
supply chains and maritime commerce.

Static Linkages
India depends on maritime routes for nearly 95%
of its trade volume and about 70% of its trade
value.
The United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS), 1982 guarantees freedom of
navigation on the high seas.
The Strait of Hormuz connects the Persian Gulf
with the Gulf of Oman and the Arabian Sea and is
among the world's most critical energy
chokepoints.
India is a signatory to UNCLOS and advocates a
rules-based maritime order.
The Indian Navy's Mission-based Deployments
ensure maritime security in the Indian Ocean
Region.
The SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the
Region) doctrine emphasizes maritime
cooperation and secure sea lanes.
Energy security remains a critical component of
India's strategic autonomy and foreign policy.

Mains Enrichment Points
Challenges

Escalating U.S.-Iran tensions.
Threats to freedom of navigation.
Increased risks to Indian citizens abroad.
Volatility in global oil markets.
Growing militarization of international waterways.

Opportunities for India
Strengthen maritime diplomacy.
Enhance naval capabilities.
Expand strategic petroleum reserves.
Promote peaceful dispute resolution through
international forums.
Deepen engagement with Gulf countries.

Way Forward
Ensure safety and welfare of Indian seafarers.
Strengthen maritime domain awareness.
Diversify energy import sources.
Support adherence to UNCLOS and international
law.
Enhance naval cooperation with Gulf and Indo-
Pacific partners.
Promote diplomatic de-escalation in West Asia.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

On 12 June 2025, Air India Flight AI-171 (Boeing
787 Dreamliner) crashed shortly after take-off,
killing 260 people.
The Air Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB)
released a Preliminary Report (July 2025); the
final report is awaited.
Debate centres on:

Movement of Fuel Control Switches (FCS)
from RUN to CUTOFF.
Deployment of the Ram Air Turbine (RAT).
Possible role of pilots, airline systems,
aircraft manufacturer, and regulators.

The issue raises concerns regarding aviation
safety governance, investigation transparency,
and institutional accountability.

Key Points
AAIB is India's aircraft accident investigation
authority under the Ministry of Civil Aviation.
Enhanced Airborne Flight Recorder (EAFR)
combines:

Flight Data Recorder (FDR)
Cockpit Voice Recorder (CVR)

Preliminary findings indicate:
Both engines' FCS reportedly moved from
RUN to CUTOFF shortly after take-off.
FCS are mechanically protected and
generally require deliberate movement.
RAT deployed during the emergency.

RAT provides emergency hydraulic and
electrical backup power.
The accident involved a Boeing 787 Dreamliner.
International agencies such as the National
Transportation Safety Board (USA) and Air
Accidents Investigation Branch (UK) may assist
investigations.

Global investigation standards are governed by
the Chicago Convention (Annex 13).

Static Linkages
India is a signatory to the Chicago Convention,
1944.
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)
sets global aviation safety standards.
Accident investigations aim to:

Determine causes.
Prevent recurrence.
Improve aviation safety.
Not assign criminal liability.

Aircraft Act, 1934 and Aircraft Rules, 1937
provide the legal framework.
DGCA is responsible for safety oversight,
licensing, and airworthiness regulation.
Separation of regulator and investigator is a
global best practice.
Safety Management Systems (SMS), human
factors, and cockpit resource management are
key safety pillars.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Preliminary report released relatively quickly.
EAFR recovery enables detailed technical
analysis.
International participation improves
credibility.
Opportunity to strengthen aviation safety
systems.

Concerns
Delay in release of final findings.
Limited disclosure has fuelled speculation.
Victims' families still await closure.
Potential impact on confidence in aviation
governance.

Stakeholder Perspectives
Victims' Families

Seek transparency, accountability, and closure.
Government

Must balance transparency with investigative
integrity.

Airlines
Need clarity for safety improvements.

Pilots
Advocate evidence-based conclusions,
avoiding premature blame.

International Community
Expects adherence to ICAO norms.

Ethical Dimensions
Transparency versus premature disclosure.
Accountability to victims and society.
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Maintaining trust in public institutions.
Fair treatment of crew members pending final
findings.

Way Forward
Publish the final report at the earliest.
Strengthen AAIB's institutional independence.
Ensure periodic public briefings.
Improve coordination among AAIB, DGCA,
airlines, and manufacturers.
Adopt global best practices in investigations.
Strengthen human-factor and cockpit resource
management training.
Expand predictive aviation safety analytics.
Improve crisis communication and victim-
support mechanisms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Four workers died in a septic tank incident in
Surat due to toxic gas exposure in a confined
space.
Nine workers were killed in an explosion at a
steel plant in Visakhapatnam involving molten
steel operations.
The incidents occurred despite established
industrial safety protocols.
Concerns have resurfaced regarding workplace
safety, contract labour, and implementation of
occupational safety laws.
Trade unions cited manpower shortages,
ageing equipment, deferred maintenance, and
increasing contractualisation.

Key Points
Confined-space accidents are predictable
industrial hazards.
Essential safety measures:

Mechanical ventilation.
Gas detection systems.
Breathing apparatus.
Safety harnesses and retrieval lines.
Trained rescue personnel.

Septic tank and manual scavenging deaths are
largely failures of safety management.

Steel plants involve risks from:
Extreme temperatures.
Molten metal.
Pressurised gases.
Heavy machinery.

Contract workers often face:
Less training.
Inadequate safety equipment.
Weak accountability systems.

Industrial disasters generally result from
cumulative organisational failures.
Incidents expose challenges in implementing
the Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions (OSHWC) Code, 2020.

Static Linkages
Article 21: Right to Life includes safe working
conditions.
Article 39(e): Protection of workers' health and
strength.
Article 42: Just and humane conditions of work.
Article 43: Decent standard of life for workers.
OSHWC Code, 2020 consolidates 13 labour
laws.
Prohibition of Employment as Manual
Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013
prohibits hazardous sewer and septic tank
cleaning.
NHRC has repeatedly stressed accountability
for sewer deaths.
ILO recognizes a safe and healthy working
environment as a fundamental right.
Safai Karamchari Andolan v. Union of India
(2014) mandated action against manual
scavenging and sewer deaths.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Labour law consolidation through OSHWC
Code, 2020.
Greater awareness of workplace safety.
Judicial activism against manual scavenging.
Availability of technological alternatives for
hazardous cleaning.

Concerns
Continued sewer and septic tank deaths
despite legal prohibition.
Weak enforcement and inspections.
High dependence on contract labour.
Inadequate safety audits.
Cost-cutting often compromises safety.
Delayed implementation of labour codes.
Social inequalities push vulnerable groups into
hazardous jobs.
Weak safety culture in industries.
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Stakeholders
Workers: Safety, training, compensation.
Industry: Balancing productivity and
compliance.
Government: Enforcement and labour welfare.
Trade Unions: Stronger protections and
accountability.
Society: Safe and humane industrial growth.

Ethical Issues
Human life vs profit.
Dignity of labour.
Employer responsibility.
Accountability for preventable deaths.

Way Forward
Fully implement OSHWC Code, 2020.
Strengthen inspections through technology-
based monitoring.
Mandate regular third-party safety audits.
Impose strict liability for negligence causing
worker deaths.
Accelerate mechanisation of sewer cleaning.
Improve training and certification for
hazardous work.
Build robust industrial safety-management
systems.
Enhance safeguards for contract workers.
Promote a "Safety First" culture through
compliance incentives.
Improve reporting and transparency on
occupational accidents.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Government of India and RBI announced
measures to attract foreign capital amid high
oil prices and currency volatility.
Measures include:

Exemption of withholding tax and capital
gains tax on eligible Government Securities
(G-Secs).
Expansion of securities under the Fully
Accessible Route (FAR).
Incentives for NRI foreign currency
deposits.
Encouragement for companies to raise
External Commercial Borrowings (ECBs).

Objectives: strengthen external balances,
stabilize the rupee, deepen debt markets, and
improve prospects for inclusion in global bond
indices such as the Bloomberg Global
Aggregate Index.
Following the announcement, foreign investors
purchased over $1 billion of Indian government
bonds within three trading sessions.

Key Points
Foreign investors are exempt from:

Withholding tax on interest from eligible
government bonds.
Capital gains tax on eligible securities.

Government bond yields declined by 10–30
basis points.
India's inclusion in:

JPMorgan GBI-EM has already boosted
investor interest.
Bloomberg Global Aggregate Index could
attract significant passive inflows.

India has one of the largest emerging-market
bond markets.

The rupee has depreciated by nearly 5.9% this year,
making currency stability crucial.
Citi revised India’s BoP forecast from a $60 billion
deficit to a $5 billion surplus.
Expected outcomes:

Higher foreign portfolio investment (FPI) in debt.
Lower borrowing costs.
Better market liquidity.
Stronger foreign exchange reserves.

Static Linkages
G-Secs are sovereign debt instruments issued under
the Public Debt Act, 1944.
FPI is regulated by RBI and SEBI.
Balance of Payments (BoP) consists of Current, Capital
and Financial Accounts.
ECBs are governed under FEMA regulations.
Bond prices and yields move inversely.
Capital inflows support forex reserves and currency
stability.
Fiscal deficits are partly financed through G-Secs.
FAR (2020) allows non-residents to invest in specified
G-Secs without investment caps.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Enhances attractiveness of Indian debt instruments.
Removes tax barriers and reduces investment costs.
Encourages stable foreign capital inflows.
Improves liquidity and depth of bond markets.
Supports rupee stability and forex reserves.
Reduces sovereign borrowing costs.
Strengthens India's case for global bond index
inclusion.

Challenges
Greater dependence on foreign capital may increase
vulnerability to global shocks.
Sudden outflows can destabilize exchange rates.
Currency depreciation may reduce investor returns.
High crude oil prices continue to pressure the current
account.
Global financial volatility may transmit to domestic
markets.

Stakeholders
Government: Lower borrowing costs and stronger
external sector.
RBI: Macroeconomic stability and orderly capital flows.
Foreign Investors: Benefit from tax relief but remain
cautious about currency risks.
Domestic Borrowers: Gain from lower interest rates and
better liquidity.

Way Forward
Maintain fiscal and macroeconomic stability.
Continue calibrated debt-market liberalization.
Strengthen forex reserves.
Expand currency-risk hedging mechanisms.
Improve regulatory predictability and market
infrastructure.
Diversify sources of foreign capital.
Facilitate smooth inclusion in global bond indices.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

A recent social media post by a Chinese
industrial-policy commentator compared
discussions with Indian and Vietnamese
audiences on China's industrial and
technological ecosystem.
Vietnamese participants focused on identifying
weaknesses and learning from China’s
experience, while many Indian participants
reportedly concentrated on contesting
comparative assessments.
The episode has sparked debate on India’s
strategic culture, openness to criticism, policy
learning, and readiness to benefit from the
China+1 strategy.
The issue is important as India seeks to emerge
as a major manufacturing and investment
destination amid global supply-chain
diversification.

Key Points
China+1 Strategy: Diversification of
manufacturing and supply chains beyond
China.
Major beneficiaries include India, Vietnam,
Indonesia, Mexico and Thailand.
Policy learning and institutional adaptability
are key drivers of industrial competitiveness.
Constructive criticism and evidence-based
policymaking support economic
transformation.
Countries that absorb best practices quickly
often achieve faster industrial upgrading.
Strategic culture influences governance,
diplomacy, innovation and economic decisions.
Effective global engagement requires
balancing national confidence with openness
to feedback.
Industrial success depends on incentives,
infrastructure, technology absorption and
execution capacity.

Static Linkages
Ancient Indian traditions such as Shastrartha emphasized
rigorous debate for truth-seeking.
Kautilya stressed pragmatism, learning, intelligence
gathering and adaptation in statecraft.
Article 51A(h) promotes scientific temper as a
Fundamental Duty.
Good governance requires transparency, accountability,
responsiveness and evidence-based decision-making.
Policy feedback mechanisms are essential for institutional
learning and reform.
Soft power and diplomacy rely on persuasion, credibility
and relationship-building.
Development theories highlight technology absorption
and human capital as growth drivers.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Encourages self-assessment and continuous
improvement.
Supports evidence-based policymaking.
Enables institutional learning from global best practices.
Improves competitiveness under China+1.
Strengthens diplomatic engagement through constructive
dialogue.

Concerns
Comparisons may overlook India’s unique developmental
context.
National confidence should not become defensive
nationalism.
Foreign assessments may carry geopolitical biases.
Blind imitation of external models can create policy
mismatches.

Stakeholder Perspectives
Government: Needs realistic assessment to improve
competitiveness.
Industry: Benefits from global benchmarking and
regulatory stability.
Academia: Should promote evidence-based comparative
research.
Citizens: Gain from informed discussion rather than
emotional responses.

Ethical Dimensions
Intellectual humility vs. arrogance.
Learning vs. defensiveness.
National interest vs. national ego.
Truth-seeking vs. argument-winning.

Challenges
Confirmation bias and polarization.
Weak policy feedback loops.
Resistance to institutional reforms.
Implementation deficits.

Way Forward
Promote evidence-based public discourse.
Benchmark regularly against global best practices.
Strengthen independent policy evaluation systems.
Foster scientific temper and critical thinking.
Encourage learning-oriented diplomacy.
Improve state capacity and policy adaptability.
Expand industry–academia–government collaboration.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Five years after COVID-19, the world faces new
infectious disease outbreaks, testing global
preparedness.
In April 2026, a Hantavirus outbreak aboard MV
Hondius caused suspected cases and deaths,
exposing surveillance gaps.
Simultaneously, Ebola resurfaced in Central
Africa, where established response systems
enabled quicker detection and containment.
The contrasting responses highlight strengths
and weaknesses in post-COVID health systems.
Global health funding has declined since 2024–
25 due to cuts in U.S. aid and weakening
support for institutions such as the World
Health Organization.

Key Points
Hantavirus Outbreak

Zoonotic disease transmitted mainly through
infected rodents and their excreta.
Exposed weaknesses in detecting rare and
unexpected pathogens.
Highlighted challenges in managing outbreaks
in international travel settings such as cruise
ships.
Revealed strong hospital care but weaker
early-warning preparedness.

Ebola Resurgence
Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) is a severe
hemorrhagic fever with high fatality rates.
Benefited from decades of investment in
surveillance, diagnostics, vaccines, and
community engagement.

Early detection and coordinated response
limited wider transmission.
Persistent challenges include PPE shortages
and resource constraints.

Broader Lessons
Effective preparedness requires:

Disease surveillance
Scientific research
Healthcare infrastructure
Governance mechanisms
Public communication

Preparedness is stronger for familiar diseases
than for novel pathogens.
Sustained financing and political commitment
remain weak links.

Static Linkages
Health is a State Subject (Entry 6, State List).
Article 21 includes the Right to Health through
judicial interpretation.
Legal framework:

Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897
Disaster Management Act, 2005

Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme
(IDSP) is India's disease-monitoring
mechanism.
One Health Approach integrates human,
animal, and environmental health.
Most emerging infectious diseases are
zoonotic.
International Health Regulations (IHR 2005)
guide global disease reporting and response.
Public health expenditure and community
participation are critical for resilience.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Greater awareness of pandemic risks post-
COVID.
Improved diagnostics and genomic
surveillance.
Stronger institutional capacity against
recurrent diseases like Ebola.
Better international cooperation and risk
communication.

Concerns
Preparedness remains disease-specific rather
than system-wide.
Declining global health funding threatens
resilience.
Emerging zoonotic diseases lack dedicated
preparedness frameworks.
Persistent inequalities in healthcare capacity.
Misinformation undermines public trust.
Global travel accelerates disease spread.
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Stakeholders
Governments seek cost-effective
preparedness.
Public health agencies demand sustained
investments.
International organizations advocate stronger
cooperation.
Scientists emphasize continuous surveillance.
Communities expect transparency and timely
communication.

Way Forward
Strengthen the One Health framework.
Expand IDSP and real-time surveillance
systems.
Institutionalize long-term pandemic
preparedness funding.
Enhance genomic surveillance and pathogen
discovery.
Build surge capacity in hospitals and
laboratories.
Strengthen compliance with IHR mechanisms.
Improve risk communication and
misinformation management.
Invest in research on neglected zoonotic
diseases.
Conduct regular pandemic simulation
exercises.
Ensure resilient supply chains for PPE,
vaccines, and medicines.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Debate has resurfaced on recognizing
Irretrievable Breakdown of Marriage (IBM) as
an independent ground for divorce.
In Shilpa Sailesh v. Varun Sreenivasan (2023),
the Supreme Court held that it can dissolve
marriages under Article 142 where the marriage
has irretrievably broken down.
Relief presently depends largely on reaching
the Supreme Court, while lower courts remain
bound by statutory grounds.
The issue highlights the need for legislative
reform to reduce prolonged matrimonial
litigation.

Key Points
Divorce in India is mainly available through:

Mutual Consent Divorce
Fault-based Divorce (cruelty, desertion,
adultery, etc.)

Relevant laws:
Hindu Marriage Act, 1955
Special Marriage Act, 1954

Fault-based divorce often leads to:
Lengthy litigation
Criminalization of marital disputes
Emotional and financial hardship

71st Law Commission Report (1978)
recommended IBM as a divorce ground.
Concerns include:

Financial security of dependent spouses
Child welfare
Possible misuse of unilateral divorce

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before law.
Article 15(3) – Special provisions for women and
children.
Article 21 – Dignity, autonomy, privacy and
personal liberty.
Article 39 – Protection of livelihood and social
justice.
Article 142 – Supreme Court’s power to do
complete justice.
Rule of Law and access to justice.
Role of Law Commission in legal reforms.

Critical Analysis
Merits

Recognizes reality of permanently failed
marriages.
Reduces unnecessary litigation.
Prevents misuse of fault-based provisions.
Upholds dignity and autonomy under Article 21.
Reduces emotional trauma for spouses and
children.
Improves judicial efficiency.

Concerns
Risk of economic abandonment of dependent
spouses.
Possible disadvantage to women with limited
income.
Difficulty in defining “irretrievable breakdown”.
Need to safeguard children’s interests.
Concerns regarding stability of marriage as a
social institution.

Stakeholder Views
Women’s groups: Support easier exit but seek
strong financial safeguards.
Judiciary: Favors legislative clarity instead of
relying on Article 142.
Law Commission: Supports statutory recognition
of IBM.
Family welfare advocates: Stress balancing liberty
with family stability.

Way Forward
Introduce IBM as a statutory ground for divorce.
Define objective criteria such as long separation
and failed reconciliation.
Ensure fair financial settlements and
maintenance.
Prioritize the best interests of children in custody
matters.
Strengthen mediation and family counseling.
Establish fast-track family courts.
Adopt gender-sensitive safeguards.
Reduce dependence on Article 142 through
legislative reform.
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