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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Around 40 cases of foreign nationals of Indian
origin allegedly voting in the Tamil Nadu
Assembly elections have come under
investigation.
The Election Commission of India (ECI), Bureau
of Immigration, and law-enforcement agencies
are verifying voter records, immigration data,
and social media evidence.
The issue has highlighted concerns regarding
electoral roll accuracy, voter eligibility, and
electoral integrity.
Authorities are examining whether false
declarations were made during the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.

Key Points
Only Indian citizens are eligible to vote in
Parliamentary and State Assembly elections.
Foreign citizens, including Overseas Citizen of
India (OCI) cardholders, are not entitled to
voting rights.
Electoral rolls are prepared and revised under
the Representation of the People Act (RPA),
1950.
False declaration for voter registration
constitutes an electoral offence.
ECI is empowered under Article 324 to
supervise and conduct elections.
Cases under investigation involve individuals
allegedly retaining their names in electoral rolls
after acquiring foreign citizenship.

Static Linkages
Article 324 – Election Commission of India.

Article 326 – Universal Adult Suffrage.
Citizenship Act, 1955.
Representation of the People Act, 1950.
Representation of the People Act, 1951.
Universal Adult Franchise.
Basic Structure Doctrine – Free and Fair
Elections.
Electoral Roll Revision Process.
Concept of "Ordinarily Resident" for voter
registration.
Difference between Citizenship and OCI status.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Protects the sanctity of the electoral process.
Reinforces the principle of "One Citizen, One
Vote."
Enhances credibility of democratic institutions.
Strengthens public trust in election outcomes.

Challenges
Difficulty in identifying voters who acquire
foreign citizenship.
Errors during electoral roll revision.
Dependence on self-declaration during voter
registration.
Limited integration between immigration and
electoral databases.

Constitutional Concerns
Electoral fraud undermines democratic
legitimacy.
Ineligible voting violates principles of
representative democracy.
Weak electoral rolls may affect the fairness of
elections.

Administrative Concerns
Need for better verification mechanisms.
Accountability of officials involved in voter
registration.
Coordination challenges among multiple
agencies.

Way Forward
Strengthen verification during electoral roll
revisions.
Integrate voter databases with immigration
and citizenship records.
Conduct periodic audits of overseas-linked
voter registrations.
Increase awareness regarding voting eligibility
and OCI status.
Use technology-driven verification systems.
Ensure strict penalties for false declarations
and fraudulent voting.
Improve coordination between ECI, Bureau of
Immigration, and State authorities.

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH



KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Twenty-four Indian seafarers were rescued
from the tanker MT Marivex off the coast of
Oman after a U.S. military strike damaged the
vessel.
The U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM) stated
that the tanker was targeted for allegedly
violating sanctions-related restrictions
concerning Iran.
The vessel had previously been sanctioned by
the United States for its involvement in Iranian
oil transportation.
All Indian crew members were safely
evacuated and shifted to Masirah Island,
Oman.
The incident occurred amid continuing
geopolitical tensions in the West Asian region,
highlighting concerns regarding maritime
security and energy supply routes.

Key Points 
MT Marivex was under U.S. sanctions due to
links with Iranian oil trade.
The incident occurred in the Gulf of Oman, a
strategically important maritime region.
The tanker had earlier transported crude oil
from Bandar Abbas (Iran).
The event underscores the impact of
geopolitical conflicts on international shipping.
Safety of Indian seafarers remains a critical
concern as India is one of the largest suppliers
of maritime manpower globally.
The incident has implications for India's energy
security and maritime interests.

Static Linkages
Strait of Hormuz connects the Persian Gulf
with the Gulf of Oman.

Around 20% of global oil trade passes through
the Strait of Hormuz.
Bandar Abbas is Iran's major port located near
the Strait of Hormuz.
UNCLOS, 1982 provides the legal framework
governing maritime navigation and rights of
passage.
International Maritime Organization (IMO)
regulates international shipping standards and
maritime safety.
Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs) are
critical for global trade and energy
transportation.
The Indian Ocean Region (IOR) is central to
India's trade, energy imports, and strategic
interests.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Highlights growing instability in West Asia.
Demonstrates how geopolitical conflicts
directly affect Indian citizens abroad.
Reinforces the strategic importance of
maritime security.

Concerns
Threat to uninterrupted energy supplies.
Increased risks for Indian seafarers working in
conflict zones.
Potential rise in shipping and insurance costs.
Challenges to freedom of navigation in critical
sea routes.

India's Stakes
Dependence on West Asian energy imports.
Large number of Indian workers and seafarers
in the Gulf region.
Need for secure maritime trade routes for
economic growth.

Way Forward
Strengthen maritime domain awareness in the
Indian Ocean Region.
Enhance protection and welfare mechanisms
for Indian seafarers.
Diversify sources and routes of energy imports.
Deepen cooperation with Gulf countries on
maritime security.
Support a rules-based maritime order under
UNCLOS.
Improve emergency evacuation and crisis-
response capabilities.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Government of India is implementing the
Great Nicobar Island Development Project with
an estimated investment of ₹13,000 crore.
A dual-use greenfield airport and Naval Air
Station will be developed for civilian and
military operations.
The project aims to enhance maritime security,
regional connectivity, economic development,
and India's strategic presence in the Indo-
Pacific region.

Key Highlights
Project Components

International Container Trans-shipment Port
(ICTP)
Greenfield International Airport and Naval Air
Station
Modern Township
Power Plant

Strategic Significance
Great Nicobar is located near the Six Degree
Channel, a major international shipping route.
Enhances:

Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA)
Surveillance of Sea Lanes of
Communication (SLOCs)
Rapid deployment of defence assets

Supports India's SAGAR (Security and Growth
for All in the Region) vision.
Strengthens India's role in the Indo-Pacific and
the Indian Ocean Region (IOR).

Economic Significance
Reduces dependence on foreign trans-
shipment ports.
Promotes:

Blue Economy
Trade and logistics
Tourism

Expected to generate more than 1 lakh direct
and indirect jobs.

Environmental Measures
Only 166.1 sq km earmarked for development.
More than 81% of the island area remains
protected.

Conservation package of ₹2,220 crore
over 30 years.
Focus on protection of:

Leatherback Turtle
Nicobar Megapode
Saltwater Crocodile
Coral reefs
Mangroves

Tribal Aspects
No physical displacement of tribal
communities proposed.
Consultations conducted with tribal
welfare authorities.
Protection of interests of:

Shompen (PVTG)
Nicobarese Tribe

Static Linkages
Location-Based Facts

Great Nicobar is the southernmost island
of India.
Indira Point is India's southernmost point.
Located close to:

Malacca Strait
Six Degree Channel

Ecological Importance
Part of the Great Nicobar Biosphere
Reserve.
Includes:

Campbell Bay National Park
Galathea National Park

UNESCO World Network of Biosphere
Reserves.

Strategic Importance
Andaman & Nicobar Command (ANC):

Established in 2001.
India's first and only Tri-Service
Command.

Critical for monitoring maritime traffic in
the eastern Indian Ocean.

Tribal Communities
Shompen – Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Group (PVTG)
Nicobarese – Scheduled Tribe (ST)

Critical Analysis
Opportunities

Strengthens India's strategic position in
the Indo-Pacific.
Enhances maritime security and
surveillance.
Reduces logistics dependence on foreign
ports.
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Promotes regional economic development.
Generates employment opportunities.
Boosts Blue Economy potential.

Challenges
Ecologically sensitive island ecosystem.
Potential impact on endemic flora and fauna.
Seismic and tsunami vulnerability.
Long-term sustainability concerns.
Need for continuous tribal rights protection.

Way Forward
Ensure strict compliance with environmental
safeguards.
Adopt a sustainable development model.
Strengthen biodiversity monitoring
mechanisms.
Enhance participation of tribal communities.
Develop climate-resilient infrastructure.
Establish independent environmental audits.
Integrate the project with SAGAR and Blue
Economy initiatives.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

On 27 May 2026, the Supreme Court upheld the
legality of the Election Commission of India's
(ECI) Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls.
The case arose from challenges to the SIR
exercise conducted in Bihar ahead of Assembly
elections.
Petitioners argued that:

SIR lacked proper statutory backing.
Intensive revision close to elections could
lead to voter exclusion.
ECI exceeded its authority by prescribing
citizenship-related documents.

The Court upheld the ECI's actions and
interpreted its powers broadly under the
constitutional and statutory framework.

Key Points 
Constitutional Provisions

Article 324 – Superintendence, direction and
control of elections vested in ECI.
Article 325 – One general electoral roll for
every constituency; no discrimination based on
religion, race, caste or sex.
Article 326 – Elections based on Universal
Adult Suffrage (18 years and above).
Article 327 – Parliament empowered to
legislate on electoral matters.

Legal Framework
Representation of the People Act,
1950Governs preparation and revision of
electoral rolls.
Section 21(2)Revision before general
elections and by-elections.

Section 21(3)Special revision of electoral
rolls after recording reasons.
Registration of Electors Rules,
1960Prescribes procedures for summary
and intensive revisions.

Significance of the Judgment
Reinforces ECI's autonomy in electoral roll
management.
Recognizes the need to remove:

Duplicate entries.
Bogus voters.
Ineligible names.

Raises important questions regarding voter
inclusion and procedural safeguards.

Static Linkages
Free and Fair Elections are part of the Basic
Structure Doctrine.
Right to vote is a constitutional/statutory right,
not a Fundamental Right.
Electoral rolls are prepared under the RP Act,
1950.
ECI is a constitutional body.
Citizenship matters are governed by the
Citizenship Act, 1955.
Judicial review remains available against
arbitrary electoral actions.

Critical Analysis
Arguments in Favour

Improves accuracy of electoral rolls.
Strengthens electoral integrity.
Reduces chances of voter impersonation and
fraud.
Enhances public confidence in elections.

Concerns
Possibility of exclusion of genuine voters.
Intensive revision near elections may create
administrative difficulties.
Ambiguity regarding ECI's role in citizenship-
related verification.
Greater discretion without adequate
safeguards may affect inclusiveness.

Way Forward
Establish clear statutory guidelines for special
and intensive revisions.
Ensure revisions are completed well before
elections.
Strengthen grievance-redress mechanisms.
Adopt transparent and uniform verification
procedures.
Balance electoral integrity with universal adult
suffrage.
Increase voter awareness and accessibility.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The India–Oman Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) came into force
on 1 June 2026.
It seeks to deepen bilateral cooperation in:

Trade in Goods
Trade in Services
Investment
Professional Mobility
Regulatory Cooperation

Bilateral trade increased from US$ 8.94 billion
(FY 2023-24) to US$ 11.18 billion (FY 2025-26).
The agreement is part of India's broader
strategy to strengthen economic engagement
with the Gulf region and diversify export
markets.

Key Highlights of the CEPA
Market Access

Oman has provided:
Duty-free access on 98.08% tariff lines
Covering 99.38% of India's exports by value

Prior to CEPA:
Only 15.33% of Indian exports enjoyed zero-
duty access under the MFN regime.

Major Beneficiary Sectors
Textiles and Apparel
Chemicals and Petrochemicals
Engineering Goods
Automobiles and Auto Components
Pharmaceuticals
Gems and Jewellery
Processed Food Products
Seafood Exports

Services and Mobility
Enhanced market access for Indian
professionals in:

Information Technology
Engineering

Healthcare
Education
Consulting
Accounting

Increased quotas for intra-corporate
transferees.
Promotion of AYUSH and traditional healthcare
services.

Trade Facilitation Measures
Recognition of:

Export Inspection Council (EIC) certificates
National Programme for Organic
Production (NPOP)
Indian Halal Certification

Faster customs clearance procedures.
Dedicated provisions on:

Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures
Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT)

Significance for India
Economic Significance

Expands export opportunities for Indian
industries.
Enhances India's participation in Global Value
Chains (GVCs).
Supports the Make in India initiative.
Improves competitiveness of Indian products
in West Asian markets.
Encourages investment and industrial
cooperation.

Strategic Significance
Strengthens India's presence in the Gulf region.
Supports India's Act West Policy.
Reinforces the SAGAR vision (Security and
Growth for All in the Region).
Enhances maritime and economic connectivity
across the Indian Ocean.

Gateway Advantage
Oman serves as a gateway to:

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) markets
West Asia
East Africa
Global maritime trade routes

Strategically important ports include:
Port of Duqm
Port of Sohar
Port of Salalah

Static Linkages 
WTO Provisions

Most Favoured Nation (MFN) Principle
Regional Trade Agreements under GATT Article
XXIV
Trade Facilitation Measures
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Important Concepts
Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA)
Rules of Origin
Trade Creation and Trade Diversion
Global Value Chains (GVCs)

Related Initiatives
Make in India
PM Gati Shakti
SAGAR
Act West Policy
Maritime Vision 2030

Challenges
Low utilization of FTAs by Indian MSMEs.
Compliance with Rules of Origin requirements.
Competition from other exporting countries.
Need for improved logistics and export
infrastructure.
Awareness gaps among exporters regarding
CEPA benefits.

Way Forward
Increase awareness among MSMEs regarding
CEPA provisions.
Strengthen export infrastructure and logistics.
Improve ease of doing business for exporters.
Enhance standards, certification and quality
compliance.
Promote sector-specific export strategies.
Leverage Oman as a regional logistics and
investment hub.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Estimated project cost has increased to around
₹91,000 crore.
Concerns raised over:

Strategic rationale of the transshipment
port.
Economic viability.
Environmental degradation.
Impact on indigenous communities.

Highlights the debate between development,
national security, and environmental
sustainability.

Key Points
Project Components

International Container Transshipment
Terminal (Galathea Bay).
Greenfield International Airport.
Power Plant.
Township and supporting infrastructure.

Strategic Significance
Located near the Malacca Strait.
Strengthens:

Maritime security.
Indo-Pacific strategy.
SAGAR vision.
Blue Economy initiatives.

Environmental Concerns
Diversion of tropical evergreen forests.

Threat to:
Leatherback Sea Turtle.
Nicobar Megapode.
Coral reefs and mangroves.

Potential irreversible biodiversity loss.
Tribal Concerns

Affects:
Shompen (PVTG).
Nicobarese tribe.

Issues of land rights, livelihood security, and
informed consent.

Static Linkages
Indira Point: Southernmost point of India.
Article 21: Right to life includes environmental
protection.
Article 48A & 51A(g): Environmental protection
provisions.
Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980.
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.
Andaman & Nicobar Command: India's only tri-
service command.
Great Nicobar lies in a seismically active and
tsunami-prone zone.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Enhances maritime connectivity and trade.
Strengthens India's strategic presence in the
Indo-Pacific.
Supports naval logistics and surveillance.
Generates infrastructure and employment.

Concerns
Large-scale forest diversion.
Threat to endemic species and fragile
ecosystems.
Impact on tribal communities.
Questions over financial viability.
Ecological risks in a disaster-prone region.

Way Forward
Ensure transparent environmental
assessments.
Protect tribal rights through informed
consultation.
Adopt phased and sustainable development.
Integrate disaster-resilient infrastructure.
Balance strategic needs with ecological
conservation.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The India–Oman Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) came into force
on 1 June 2026.
India currently has 15 FTAs covering 27
countries, and negotiations for 9 more
agreements involving 42 countries are
underway.
Once finalized, FTA partner countries could
account for nearly 75% of India's exports.
However, concerns have emerged regarding
rising trade deficits, low utilisation of FTA
benefits, and challenges to domestic
manufacturing.

Key Points
Rising Trade Deficit

India's trade deficit with major FTA partners
has increased significantly:

ASEAN: 381%
Japan: 318%
South Korea: 268%

Average annual trade deficit with these
partners is around US$ 62 billion.
In FY2025, India recorded a trade deficit of
over US$ 50 billion with UAE, Australia,
Mauritius and EFTA countries combined.

Tariff Asymmetry
India's trade-weighted MFN tariff is around
12.6%.
Most FTA partners maintain much lower tariff
levels:

Singapore: Near zero
Japan, Australia, Malaysia and UAE: Below
4%

Consequently, tariff reductions provide greater
market access to foreign exporters in India
than to Indian exporters abroad.

Low Utilisation of FTAs

Only 20–30% of eligible Indian exports utilise
FTA preferences.
Major reasons:

Complex Rules of Origin requirements
Certification procedures
Compliance costs
Lack of awareness among MSMEs

Import utilisation rates are estimated at 60–
70%.

Inverted Duty Structure
Higher duties on raw materials and
intermediates than on finished products.
Example:

Steel and aluminium attract duties.
Finished machinery often enters India duty-
free under FTAs.

This increases domestic production costs and
reduces competitiveness.

Manufacturing Relocation
Many firms are increasingly locating
production in ASEAN countries such as:

Vietnam
Thailand
Indonesia

Benefits include lower production costs and
duty-free access to India.
This creates a trend of “Make in ASEAN, Sell in
India” instead of “Make in India”.

Significance
FTAs promote trade integration and export
diversification.
Improve access to international markets.
Encourage foreign investment and technology
transfer.
Help integrate India into Global Value Chains
(GVCs).
Strengthen India's economic and strategic
partnerships.

Static Linkages
Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
Most Favoured Nation (MFN) Principle
Rules of Origin
Trade Balance and Current Account Deficit
Inverted Duty Structure
Comparative Advantage Theory
Global Value Chains (GVCs)
WTO – GATT Article XXIV
Make in India Initiative
Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme
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Critical Analysis
Advantages

Expands export opportunities.
Attracts FDI and technology.
Enhances global economic integration.
Provides access to cheaper inputs and
products.

Challenges
Persistent trade deficits with FTA partners.
Low utilisation of negotiated benefits by Indian
exporters.
Inverted duty structures affecting domestic
manufacturing.
Relocation of production and investments
outside India.
Potential loss of jobs and domestic value
addition.

Way Forward
Rationalise tariffs on industrial inputs.
Simplify Rules of Origin and certification
procedures.
Increase FTA awareness among exporters and
MSMEs.
Align trade policy with industrial policy
objectives.
Strengthen manufacturing competitiveness
through PLI and logistics reforms.
Conduct periodic reviews of FTA outcomes and
sectoral impacts.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Rising vehicular pollution and its adverse
impact on public health have strengthened
calls for a faster transition to Electric Vehicles
(EVs).
Discussions have emerged on phasing out
registration of new fossil-fuel vehicles and
expanding EV charging infrastructure.
Concerns relate to critical mineral
dependence, industrial transition, and
employment impacts.
The debate aligns with India's climate
commitments, energy security objectives, and
clean mobility initiatives.

Key Points
Transport sector is a major contributor to
urban air pollution and greenhouse gas
emissions.
EVs have lower lifetime operating costs than
conventional vehicles.
Electrification of India's large two-wheeler and
three-wheeler market can significantly reduce
emissions.
EV adoption can reduce dependence on
imported crude oil.
Battery manufacturing, recycling, and critical
mineral supply chains are emerging strategic
sectors.

Government initiatives:
PM E-DRIVE Scheme
PLI Scheme for Advanced Chemistry Cells
(ACC)
National Electric Mobility Mission Plan
(NEMMP)
National Critical Mineral Mission

Static Linkages
Polluter Pays Principle
Sustainable Development
Energy Security
Circular Economy
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)
Just Transition for workers affected by
technological change

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Reduces air pollution and public health
burden.
Lowers crude oil import dependence.
Supports climate change mitigation goals.
Promotes indigenous manufacturing and
innovation.
Reduces operational costs for transport users.

Challenges
Inadequate charging infrastructure.
Dependence on imported critical minerals.
High upfront cost of EVs.
Potential job displacement in traditional
automobile sectors.
Battery recycling and disposal challenges.

Way Forward
Develop a clear EV transition roadmap.
Expand charging infrastructure nationwide.
Strengthen domestic critical mineral supply
chains.
Promote battery recycling and circular
economy practices.
Support R&D in advanced battery
technologies.
Provide reskilling opportunities for affected
workers.
Encourage public-private partnerships in EV
ecosystem development.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

A fragile ceasefire in the West Asia conflict has
broken down following renewed military
exchanges between Iran and Israel.
Iran launched ballistic missile attacks on
northern Israel in response to Israeli strikes in
Beirut.
Israel retaliated with attacks inside Iran.
The escalation threatens ongoing US–Iran
diplomatic engagement on the nuclear issue.
Rising tensions have renewed concerns over
disruptions in global energy supplies,
particularly through the Strait of Hormuz.

Key Points 
Iran considers control over the Strait of
Hormuz a strategic leverage.
Israel continues its hardline stance against
Hezbollah and other Iran-backed groups.
The US is attempting to balance support for
Israel with regional stability.
Major issues in US–Iran negotiations:

Nuclear programme
Economic sanctions
Regional proxy groups
Frozen Iranian assets

Political compulsions in all three countries
have reduced the scope for compromise.
Escalation may lead to:

Higher crude oil prices
Supply-chain disruptions
Global inflationary pressures

Static Linkages
Strait of Hormuz is one of the world's most
important oil transit chokepoints.
West Asia is critical for India's energy security.
Energy price shocks affect:

Current Account Deficit (CAD)
Inflation
Fiscal stability
Exchange rate management

Maritime security and freedom of navigation
are essential for global trade.
Strategic chokepoints often influence
geopolitical stability and economic security.

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Increased risk of a wider regional conflict.
Weakening prospects of a US–Iran nuclear
understanding.
Threat to global energy security.
Potential disruption of international shipping
routes.
Increased volatility in global financial markets.

Implications for India
Higher crude oil import bill.
Inflationary pressures due to rising fuel prices.
Impact on trade with West Asian countries.
Concerns regarding the safety of the Indian
diaspora in the region.
Pressure on energy and economic security.

Way Forward
Support diplomatic efforts for de-escalation.
Diversify crude oil import sources.
Strengthen Strategic Petroleum Reserves
(SPR).
Accelerate renewable energy and green
hydrogen initiatives.
Enhance maritime security cooperation in the
Indian Ocean Region.
Maintain a balanced and strategic engagement
with all stakeholders in West Asia.\
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The Supreme Court recently dissolved a
marriage where the couple had been living
separately for nearly 15 years.
The Court observed that keeping a "dead
marriage" alive serves neither the individuals
nor society.
It held that compelling estranged spouses to
continue a legal relationship despite prolonged
separation amounts to cruelty.
The judgment once again highlighted the
concept of Irretrievable Breakdown of Marriage
(IBM) and the need for legislative reforms in
divorce laws.
The Court exercised its powers under Article
142 to grant complete justice despite the
absence of IBM as a statutory ground for
divorce.

Key Points
Irretrievable Breakdown of Marriage (IBM): A
situation where a marriage has collapsed
beyond repair and there is no possibility of
reconciliation.
Presently, divorce under the Hindu Marriage
Act, 1955 can be obtained through:

Mutual Consent Divorce (No-fault divorce)
Contested Divorce (Fault-based grounds
such as cruelty, desertion, adultery, etc.)

IBM is not yet a statutory ground for divorce in
India.

In Naveen Kohli v. Neelu Kohli (2006), the Supreme
Court recommended incorporating IBM into the
Hindu Marriage Act.
In Shilpa Sailesh v. Varun Sreenivasan (2023), a
Constitution Bench held that the Supreme Court
can dissolve marriages under Article 142 on the
ground of irretrievable breakdown.
The Law Commission of India (71st Report, 1978 and
217th Report, 2009) recommended introducing IBM
as a ground for divorce.
Attempts through the Marriage Laws (Amendment)
Bills, 2010 and 2013 lapsed without enactment.

Static Linkages
Article 142: Power of the Supreme Court to do
"complete justice."
Article 21: Right to life and personal liberty includes
dignity and mental well-being.
Directive Principle under Article 39: Protection of
family and social justice.
Hindu Marriage Act, 1955.
Special Marriage Act, 1954.
Constitutional principles of equality and non-
discrimination.
Law Commission reports as instruments of legal
reform.
Judicial activism and separation of powers.

Why is it Important?
In Favour

Reduces prolonged matrimonial litigation.
Protects mental and emotional well-being of
spouses.
Recognizes social realities of failed marriages.
Promotes dignity and personal liberty.

Concerns
May disadvantage economically dependent
spouses, especially women.
Lack of clear provisions regarding matrimonial
property division.
Potential misuse by stronger spouses to evade
responsibilities.
Need for safeguards relating to maintenance,
custody, and residence rights.

Challenges
Absence of a statutory framework for IBM.
Inadequate protection of women's economic rights
after divorce.
Delays in family court proceedings.
Balancing family stability with individual autonomy.

Way Forward
Enact legislation recognizing IBM as a ground for
divorce.
Strengthen provisions on maintenance, alimony,
and matrimonial property rights.
Ensure gender-sensitive safeguards.
Promote mediation and counseling before
dissolution.
Prioritize welfare of children in custody matters.
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