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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

According to the Provisional Estimates (PE)
released by the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation (MoSPI), India's
GDP grew by 7.7% in FY 2025–26, compared to
7.1% in FY 2024–25.
GDP growth in Q4 (January–March 2026) stood
at 7.8%.
The estimate is higher than the earlier
projection of 7.6%.
RBI has projected GDP growth at 6.6% for FY
2026–27, indicating possible moderation in
economic activity.
The GDP series has been revised with 2022–23
as the new base year.

Key Points 
Growth Drivers

Manufacturing SectorGrowth: 
10.7% (FY 2025–26)
Important indicator of industrial expansion
and employment generation.

Trade, Hotels, Transport, Communication &
Storage

Growth: 11%
Reflects recovery in services and domestic
economic activity.

Private Final Consumption Expenditure (PFCE)
Growth: 7.7% (up from 5.8%)
Indicates strengthening domestic demand.

Gross Fixed Capital Formation (GFCF)
Growth: 8.2% (up from 6.4%)
Signifies increased investment and asset
creation.

Areas of Concern

Agriculture GrowthDeclined to 3% from 4.2% in
the previous year.
Highlights continued vulnerability of the farm
sector.

Risks to future growth:
West Asia conflict and rising crude oil prices.
Inflationary pressures.
Possibility of below-normal monsoon.
Global economic slowdown.

Important Exam Facts
GDP (Gross Domestic Product): Total value of final
goods and services produced within a country's
geographical boundaries during a year.
National Statistical Office (NSO) under MoSPI
compiles GDP estimates.
PFCE measures household consumption
expenditure.
GFCF measures investment in fixed assets such as
machinery, infrastructure and buildings.
Real GDP is calculated at constant prices and
removes inflation effects.
Base Year Revision helps capture structural changes
in the economy and improves statistical accuracy.

Value Addition for Mains
Significance of Higher GDP Growth

Strengthens India's position as one of the fastest-
growing major economies.
Supports employment generation through
manufacturing and services.
Enhances tax revenues and fiscal capacity.
Encourages domestic and foreign investment.
Improves investor confidence and economic
stability.

Challenges
Growth remains uneven across sectors.
Agricultural slowdown can affect rural demand.
External shocks may impact exports and
investment.
Rising crude oil prices can worsen inflation and
current account deficit.
Climate-related risks threaten agricultural
productivity.

Way Forward
Strengthen agricultural resilience through climate-
smart farming.
Sustain public capital expenditure on infrastructure.
Promote labour-intensive manufacturing under
Make in India.
Enhance private investment through policy
certainty.
Improve logistics and ease of doing business.
Diversify export markets and strengthen supply
chains.
Maintain macroeconomic stability through prudent
fiscal and monetary policies.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The PreVenTB Phase III Trial conducted by the
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR)
evaluated two indigenous TB vaccine
candidates—VPM1002 and Immuvac.
The trial involved over 12,700 household
contacts of TB patients across 18 sites in India.
Unlike most previous TB vaccine trials, it
assessed efficacy against both Pulmonary
Tuberculosis (PTB) and Extrapulmonary
Tuberculosis (EPTB).
The findings are important for India's target of
eliminating TB by 2025 under the National TB
Elimination Programme (NTEP).

Key Points 
Tuberculosis (TB)

Caused by Mycobacterium tuberculosis.
Airborne infectious disease.
India accounts for the highest TB burden
globally.
WHO declared TB a global public health
emergency in 1993.

Types of TB
Latent TB Infection (LTBI): Infected but
asymptomatic.
Pulmonary TB (PTB): Affects lungs; major
source of transmission.
Extrapulmonary TB (EPTB): Affects lymph
nodes, bones, brain, kidneys, etc.; difficult to
diagnose.

PreVenTB Trial Findings
VPM1002

50.4% efficacy against EPTB.

64.6% efficacy against all forms of TB in
children (6–14 years).
21.4% efficacy against overall TB disease.

Immuvac
>60% efficacy against EPTB in children (6–10
years).
>60% efficacy against progression from latent
infection to active disease.

Significance
First major evidence for vaccine protection
against Extrapulmonary TB.
Supports targeted vaccination of:

Household contacts.
School-age children.
High-risk populations.

Operational Advantage of VPM1002
Single-dose vaccine.
Based on modified BCG platform.
Easier large-scale deployment.
Cost-effective for public health programmes.

Static Linkages
BCG Vaccine

Developed from Mycobacterium bovis.
Included under the Universal Immunization
Programme (UIP).
Provides protection mainly against severe
childhood TB.
Limited efficacy against adult pulmonary TB.

National TB Elimination Programme (NTEP)
Objectives

Early diagnosis.
Universal drug susceptibility testing.
Free treatment.
Nutritional support.
TB elimination by 2025.

Nikshay Poshan Yojana
Direct Benefit Transfer for nutritional support
of TB patients.

WHO End TB Strategy
Targets by 2035

95% reduction in TB deaths.
90% reduction in TB incidence.
Zero catastrophic expenditure due to TB.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities

Provides indigenous evidence for TB vaccine
deployment.
Addresses neglected burden of EPTB.
Can reduce disease burden among vulnerable
populations.
Supports India's TB elimination target.
Complements existing interventions under
NTEP.
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Challenges
Moderate efficacy against overall TB.
Long-term protection data still needed.
Reduced efficacy among undernourished
individuals.
Regulatory approval and large-scale financing
challenges.
Vaccine alone cannot achieve TB elimination.

Way Forward
Adopt a multi-layered TB control strategy:

Early diagnosis.
Active case finding.
Preventive therapy.
Targeted vaccination.
Nutritional support.

Prioritize vaccination of:
Household contacts.
Children and adolescents.
High-risk groups.

Strengthen:
Nikshay Poshan Yojana.
Molecular diagnostics (TrueNat, CBNAAT).
Surveillance and follow-up systems.

Promote indigenous vaccine innovation
through public-private partnerships.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

India-U.S. relations have witnessed signs of
strain during 2025-26 despite being key
strategic partners in the Indo-Pacific.
Concerns emerged following:

U.S. tariffs on Indian exports.
U.S. criticism of India's Russian oil imports.
Perceived improvement in U.S.-Pakistan
engagement.
Reduced momentum in Quad-level
engagement.

Strategic experts and think tanks in both
countries have highlighted the growing trust
deficit and its implications for regional
geopolitics.

Key Points 
India-U.S. partnership is based on shared
interests in:

Indo-Pacific security.
Counter-balancing China's influence.
Critical and emerging technologies.
Semiconductor supply chains.
Defence cooperation.
Energy security.

Major concerns in recent bilateral relations:
Trade disputes and tariff measures.
Divergence on Pakistan-related issues.
Differences regarding India's energy
imports from Russia.
Perception of declining U.S. emphasis on
Quad.

Strategic significance of India for the U.S.:
Largest democracy.
Key Indo-Pacific partner.
Major market and technology hub.
Important player in resilient supply chains.

Strategic significance of the U.S. for India:
Defence technology access.
Investment and innovation ecosystem.

Support for a rules-based Indo-Pacific order.
Cooperation in critical technologies and clean
energy.

Static Linkages
Strategic Autonomy remains a core principle of
India's foreign policy.
India follows a policy of Multi-Alignment in the
contemporary international order.
Balance of Power is a key concept in international
relations to prevent dominance by any single power.
The Indo-Pacific has emerged as the centre of global
economic and strategic competition.
Sea Lanes of Communication (SLOCs) are crucial for
global trade and energy flows.
Supply Chain Resilience has become an important
geopolitical objective after the COVID-19 pandemic
and global conflicts.
Strategic partnerships differ from military alliances
as they do not involve collective defence
obligations.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities

Strengthening Indo-Pacific cooperation.
Deepening technology partnerships.
Expansion of defence industrial cooperation.
Diversification of global supply chains away from
excessive dependence on single countries.
Collaboration in AI, semiconductors, space and
clean energy.

Challenges
Trade protectionism and tariff disputes.
Differences over Russia-related policies.
Divergent approaches towards Pakistan.
Uncertainty arising from domestic political changes
in major powers.
Balancing strategic autonomy with strategic
partnerships.

For India
Avoid excessive dependence on any one major
power.
Continue issue-based partnerships.
Strengthen indigenous technological and defence
capabilities.
Maintain strategic autonomy while expanding
cooperation.

Way Forward
Institutionalise high-level strategic dialogues.
Resolve trade disputes through negotiations.
Revitalise Quad cooperation.
Expand cooperation under critical and emerging
technologies initiatives.
Enhance defence manufacturing and co-
development.
Promote trusted and resilient supply chains.
Strengthen maritime cooperation in the Indo-
Pacific.
Preserve strategic autonomy while deepening
strategic partnerships.

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH



KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

A ceasefire agreement has been announced
between Israel and Lebanon amid escalating
tensions in West Asia.
The development follows Iran's suspension of
talks with the United States over continued
Israeli military operations in Lebanon.
The U.S. has actively mediated to prevent
further escalation and revive diplomatic
engagement with Iran.
The ceasefire is being viewed as a temporary
arrangement to facilitate broader negotiations
concerning regional security and Iran’s nuclear
programme.
However, the agreement remains fragile due to
the absence of key conflict stakeholders in
formal negotiations and unresolved territorial-
security issues.

Key Points
About the Conflict

The conflict is primarily between Israel and
Hezbollah, a powerful Shia militant and
political organization based in Lebanon.
Hezbollah receives political and military
support from Iran.
Southern Lebanon has remained a flashpoint
since Israel's withdrawal from the region in
2000.

The current ceasefire seeks to halt hostilities
but does not address core political and
security disputes.

U.S. Role
The United States is attempting to:

Prevent regional escalation.
Revive diplomatic engagement with Iran.
Ensure stability of global energy routes.
Advance discussions on Iran's nuclear
programme.

Iran's Position
Iran views developments in Lebanon as linked
to broader regional security dynamics.
It seeks assurances that ceasefire
commitments apply across multiple conflict
theatres in West Asia.

Significance of the Strait of Hormuz
Connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of
Oman and Arabian Sea.
Handles a substantial share of global oil and
LNG trade.
Any instability in the region directly impacts
global energy security and crude oil prices.

Why This Issue Matters for India?
West Asia is a major source of India's crude oil
and natural gas imports.
Nearly 9 million Indians live and work in Gulf
countries.
Escalation may:

Increase oil prices.
Raise shipping and insurance costs.
Affect remittance inflows.
Impact India's energy security.

Prelims Facts
Hezbollah

Founded in 1982 during the Lebanese Civil War.
Based in Lebanon.
Political party as well as armed militia.
Supported by Iran.
Considered a terrorist organization by several
countries, while others recognize its political
role in Lebanon.

Lebanon
Capital: Beirut
Currency: Lebanese Pound
Borders: Israel and Syria
Mediterranean coastline

Mains Enrichment
Impact of West Asian Conflicts on Global Politics

Threat to energy security.
Disruption of maritime trade.
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Expansion of proxy conflicts.
Increased role of external powers such as the
U.S., Iran, Russia and China.
Humanitarian crises and displacement.

Challenges to Lasting Peace
Presence of non-state armed groups.
Lack of mutual trust.
Territorial disputes.
External intervention by regional and global
powers.
Weak enforcement mechanisms for ceasefire
agreements.

Way Forward
Inclusive dialogue involving all stakeholders.
Strengthening UN-led diplomatic efforts.
Respect for sovereignty and territorial
integrity.
Establishment of effective ceasefire
monitoring mechanisms.
Long-term political settlement rather than
temporary ceasefire arrangements.
Regional security architecture based on
dialogue and confidence-building measures.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) kept the repo rate
unchanged while maintaining a cautious
stance.
RBI revised:

GDP Growth Forecast (FY 2026-27): 6.9% →
6.6%
CPI Inflation Forecast (FY 2026-27): 4.6% →
5.1%

The decision was influenced by:
West Asia conflict and rising crude oil
prices.
El Niño conditions and concerns over
deficient monsoon.
Global supply chain disruptions.
Depreciation pressure on the Indian Rupee.

RBI simultaneously announced measures to
attract foreign capital inflows and strengthen
the external sector.

Key Points 
Growth Concerns

GDP growth projections lowered across all
quarters of FY 2026-27.
Risks to growth:

High energy prices.
Weak rural demand due to poor monsoon.
Reduced corporate profitability.
Possible moderation in government
expenditure.

Inflation Concerns
CPI inflation projected at 5.1%, remaining
within RBI's tolerance band (2%-6%).
Major inflationary pressures:

Food inflation due to deficient monsoon.
Fuel inflation from elevated crude oil
prices.
Imported inflation through global
commodity shocks.

External Sector Challenges
Higher crude oil prices expected to widen the
Current Account Deficit (CAD).
Increased pressure on:

Indian Rupee.
Foreign exchange reserves.
Balance of Payments (BoP).

RBI's Capital Flow Measures
Expansion of Fully Accessible Route (FAR) for
Government Securities.
Relaxation of FPI investment norms.
Measures to boost:

FCNR(B) deposits.
Foreign exchange inflows.
NRI and OCI investments.

Objective:
Stabilize rupee.
Improve capital inflows.
Support external sector stability.

Static Linkages
Inflation Targeting Framework:

Introduced through amendment to RBI Act,
1934 (2016).
Inflation target: 4% ± 2%.

Monetary Policy Committee:
6 members.
Determines policy repo rate.
Mandated to maintain price stability while
supporting growth.

Repo Rate:
Rate at which RBI lends to commercial
banks.

Current Account Deficit (CAD):
Excess of imports over exports of goods
and services.

Imported Inflation:
Inflation caused by increase in prices of
imported commodities such as crude oil.

El Niño:
Climatic phenomenon associated with
weaker Indian monsoon and lower
agricultural output.

Foreign Portfolio Investment (FPI):
Investment in financial assets without
management control.

Government Securities (G-Secs):
Debt instruments issued by Government of
India.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Demonstrates RBI's balancing act between:
Controlling inflation.
Supporting economic growth.

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH



Avoids premature monetary tightening during
growth slowdown.
Strengthens resilience of India's external
sector through capital inflow measures.

Challenges
Persistent crude oil shocks may worsen
inflation and CAD.
Deficient monsoon can aggravate food
inflation and weaken rural demand.
Dependence on volatile portfolio flows
increases external vulnerability.
Rupee depreciation may further raise imported
inflation.

Stakeholder Impact
Farmers: Vulnerable to monsoon uncertainties.
Consumers: Face higher food and fuel prices.
Industry: Benefits from unchanged interest
rates.
Government: Faces pressure on fiscal
management and subsidy expenditure.

Way Forward
Strengthen agricultural resilience through
climate-smart farming.
Diversify energy sources and reduce oil import
dependence.
Enhance food supply-chain efficiency to
control inflation.
Continue fiscal consolidation while protecting
productive capital expenditure.
Promote stable long-term FDI over short-term
portfolio flows.
Strengthen forex reserves and external sector
buffers.
Deepen domestic bond markets to reduce
dependence on foreign capital.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The RBI's Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)
kept the repo rate unchanged at 5.25% and
retained the neutral stance.
The decision was taken amid rising inflation
concerns, uncertainty due to the West Asia
conflict, possible El Niño conditions, and
pressure on the rupee from capital outflows.
RBI revised its projections:

Inflation: 5.1% (up from 4.6%)
GDP Growth: 6.6% (down from 6.9%)

Key Points
Inflation risks have increased due to:

Rising fuel prices.
Global geopolitical tensions.
Possibility of a sub-normal monsoon and
food inflation.

Growth concerns persist due to slowing global
demand and economic uncertainty.
To attract foreign capital and support the
rupee:

Tax concessions were provided for foreign
investors in government bonds.
RBI expanded the Fully Accessible Route
(FAR) for government securities.
Concessional forex swap facilities were
announced for External Commercial
Borrowings (ECBs) and FCNR(B) deposits.

The measures aim to improve capital inflows,
strengthen external sector stability, and
moderate pressure on the currency.

Static Linkages
Inflation Targeting Framework under the RBI
Act:

Target inflation: 4% ± 2%
Monetary Policy Committee:

Six-member body responsible for setting
policy rates.

Monetary policy instruments:
Repo Rate
Standing Deposit Facility (SDF)
Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR)
Open Market Operations (OMO)

Difference between:
FDI and FPI
Internal and external sources of capital

Impact of El Niño on agriculture, food
production, and inflation.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Status quo on rates supports growth amid a
slowing economy.
Neutral stance provides flexibility for future
policy action.
Measures to attract foreign capital can support
the rupee and foreign exchange reserves.
Expansion of FAR may deepen India's
government bond market.

Challenges
Inflation is projected to move closer to the
upper tolerance band.
Rising fuel prices may create second-round
inflationary effects.
Weak monsoon conditions could increase food
inflation.
Continued reliance on foreign portfolio flows
exposes the economy to external shocks.
Lower GDP growth projections indicate
moderation in economic momentum.

Way Forward
Continue a data-driven and flexible monetary
policy approach.
Strengthen food supply chains to contain food
inflation.
Promote climate-resilient agriculture to reduce
monsoon dependence.
Focus on attracting stable long-term FDI rather
than volatile portfolio investments.
Maintain adequate foreign exchange reserves
and external sector resilience.
Improve investment climate through structural
and regulatory reforms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

An investigation into examination paper leak
cases revealed that between 2002 and 2025,
only 2 out of 45 cases resulted in conviction.
More than 3.86 crore candidates were affected
by cancelled or postponed examinations due
to paper leaks and malpractice.
Recent controversies, including recruitment
and entrance examinations, have highlighted
weaknesses in India's examination and
recruitment system.

Key Points for UPSC
Low conviction rates weaken deterrence
against organized examination fraud.
Paper leaks undermine the principles of
meritocracy, fairness and equal opportunity.
Delayed investigations and prosecutions
reduce public trust in institutions.
Vulnerabilities exist in:

Question paper preparation and
translation.
Printing and transportation processes.
Examination centres.
Outsourced testing and logistical services.

Repeated examination cancellations lead to:
Delays in recruitment.
Financial and psychological burden on
aspirants.
Reduced faith in public institutions.

Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means)
Act, 2024

Enacted to curb unfair means in public
examinations.
Covers examinations conducted by agencies such
as:

UPSC
SSC
NTA
RRBs
IBPS

Provides penalties for paper leaks, impersonation
and organized cheating.

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before law.
Article 16 – Equality of opportunity in public
employment.
Rule of Law and accountability in governance.
Merit-based recruitment as a feature of an efficient
civil service.
Recommendations of the Second Administrative
Reforms Commission (ARC) regarding ethics and
integrity in public administration.
E-governance and digitalization for reducing
corruption and discretion.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Ensures credibility of public institutions.
Protects merit-based selection.
Strengthens trust in recruitment and educational
systems.

Challenges
Weak investigation and prosecution mechanisms.
Inadequate coordination among agencies.
Growing sophistication of cheating networks.
Excessive dependence on outsourced examination
processes.
Lack of accountability of officials involved.

Implications
Erosion of institutional legitimacy.
Loss of opportunities for deserving candidates.
Increased social frustration among youth.
Adverse impact on governance and public service
recruitment.

Way Forward
Strict implementation of the Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024.
Establish specialized units for examination fraud
investigations.
Strengthen cybersecurity and encrypted paper
transmission systems.
Conduct regular audits of testing agencies and
examination centres.
Ensure time-bound investigation and fast-track
trials.
Increase accountability of examination authorities.
Use AI-based monitoring and data analytics to
detect irregularities.
Promote transparency throughout the examination
process.

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH


	daily
	news paper analysis
	DATE - 06/06/2026
	SOURCE : THE HINDU & INDIAN EXPRESS
	Important Exam Facts
	Value Addition for Mains
	Significance of Higher GDP Growth
	Challenges

	Way Forward
	Context
	Key Points
	Growth Drivers
	Areas of Concern



