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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) has
proposed a 12.5% tariff on imports from 54
countries, including India, alleging inadequate
enforcement against imports produced
through forced labour.
The proposal follows an investigation launched
in March 2026 under Section 301 of the U.S.
Trade Act, 1974.
India has stated that it remains engaged with
the U.S. on the issue while simultaneously
negotiating an Interim Trade Agreement and a
broader Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA).
The proposed measure is currently under
consultation and has not yet been finalized.

Key Points 
Section 301 of the U.S. Trade Act,
1974Allows the U.S. government to
investigate and respond to foreign trade
practices considered unfair or
discriminatory.
Can result in tariffs or other trade
restrictions.

India has been grouped with countries such as:
China
Bangladesh
Vietnam
Thailand
Malaysia

Sectors likely to be affected:
Textiles and apparel
Leather products

Carpets
Handicrafts and brassware

The U.S. has linked trade access with
compliance regarding forced labour standards
in supply chains.
India and the U.S. are simultaneously
negotiating:

Interim Trade Agreement
Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA)

Static Linkages
Forced Labour Convention, 1930 (ILO
Convention No. 29) seeks elimination of forced
or compulsory labour.
International Labour Organization (ILO) sets
global labour standards.
Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs) include labour
standards, environmental regulations, sanitary
measures, and technical standards.
Tariffs increase the cost of imported goods and
affect export competitiveness.
WTO principles emphasize non-discrimination,
predictability, and rule-based trade.
Labour and environmental standards are
increasingly becoming part of modern trade
agreements.

Critical Analysis
Concerns for India

Additional tariffs may reduce competitiveness
of Indian exports in the U.S. market.
Labour-intensive sectors could witness lower
export demand.
Could increase trade uncertainty during ongoing
India-U.S. trade negotiations.
May encourage the use of labour standards as a
form of disguised protectionism.

Opportunities
Pushes Indian exporters towards better supply-
chain transparency.
Encourages compliance with global labour
standards.
May strengthen India's position in future trade
negotiations through regulatory reforms.

Way Forward
Present evidence-based submissions during
USTR consultations.
Strengthen monitoring and certification of
labour practices.
Accelerate negotiations on the India-U.S. trade
agreement.
Diversify export destinations beyond traditional
markets.
Enhance integration into resilient and ethical
global value chains.
Promote WTO-consistent and rules-based
dispute resolution mechanisms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

During the ongoing Census exercise, officials in
some States reportedly directed enumerators
to revisit households where collected
information differed from official government
records.
Discrepancies were particularly noticed in
indicators related to:

Open Defecation Free (ODF) status.
Use of LPG versus traditional cooking fuels.
Access to treated tap water.
Electricity and internet connectivity.

Some enumerators alleged pressure to modify
entries to align with official developmental
achievements.
The issue has raised concerns regarding the
credibility of public data and evidence-based
policymaking.

Key Points 
Census in India

Conducted under the Census Act, 1948.
Administered by the Registrar General and
Census Commissioner of India (RGI) under the
Ministry of Home Affairs.
It is the world's largest administrative data
collection exercise.
Census provides data on:

Population.
Housing conditions.
Literacy.
Occupation.
Migration.
Access to basic amenities.

Importance of Census Data
Basis for welfare planning and policy
formulation.
Supports resource allocation between regions.
Assists in urban and rural development
planning.
Used for delimitation and demographic
analysis.
Provides benchmark data for socio-economic
surveys.

Issues Highlighted by the News
Gap between official scheme outcomes and ground
realities.
Possible underreporting of:

Open defecation.
Dependence on traditional cooking fuels.
Lack of basic amenities.

Fear among beneficiaries that truthful responses
may affect welfare benefits.
Questions regarding transparency and reliability of
public statistics.

Static Points
Article 38: Promotion of social welfare and
reduction of inequalities.
Article 47: Duty of the State to improve public
health and standard of living.
Seventh Schedule: Census is a Union subject.
Good Governance Principles:

Transparency.
Accountability.
Responsiveness.
Evidence-based policymaking.

Reliable statistics are essential for measuring
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Mains Enrichment
Significance of Accurate Census Data

Enables targeted welfare delivery.
Identifies regional and social disparities.
Helps assess effectiveness of government schemes.
Strengthens democratic decision-making.
Improves fiscal and developmental planning.

Challenges
Data quality issues in large-scale surveys.
Social desirability bias among respondents.
Administrative pressure on field functionaries.
Fear of exclusion from welfare schemes.
Digital and logistical constraints in data collection.

Governance Implications
Inaccurate data can lead to policy distortions.
Misallocation of public resources.
Weak monitoring of developmental outcomes.
Erosion of trust in public institutions.
Reduced effectiveness of welfare interventions.

Way Forward
Ensure operational autonomy of statistical
institutions.
Strengthen third-party verification and audit
mechanisms.
Enhance training of enumerators.
Improve public awareness regarding confidentiality
of Census data.
Establish transparent grievance redressal
mechanisms.
Promote greater transparency in methodology and
data validation processes.
Strengthen data governance frameworks to improve
credibility and public trust.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

On May 19, 2026, the Union Home Minister
addressed a press conference in Jagdalpur,
Chhattisgarh, after India was declared Maoist-
free on March 31, 2026.
The government stated that the next objective
is to ensure the comprehensive development
and integration of Bastar's tribal population by
2031.
The focus is shifting from counter-insurgency
operations to governance, welfare delivery,
and strengthening democratic institutions.
The debate has renewed attention on the
effective implementation of the Panchayats
(Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act (PESA),
1996 in tribal regions.

Key Points
The government emphasized that lasting peace
requires development, democratic
participation, and effective governance.
Welfare schemes, road connectivity, mobile
towers, and service delivery centres are being
expanded in tribal areas.
Concerns remain regarding the protection of
tribal rights over land, forests, and natural
resources.
Experts highlight that the success of post-
Maoist governance will depend upon the
implementation of constitutional safeguards
for Scheduled Tribes.
PESA provides statutory recognition to the
Gram Sabha as the foundation of self-
governance in Scheduled Areas.
Several States have been criticized for weak
implementation of PESA and inadequate
devolution of powers to Gram Sabhas.
The issue underscores the importance of
balancing development objectives with tribal
autonomy and participation.

Static Linkages
Article 244(1) – Administration of Scheduled Areas.
Fifth Schedule of the Constitution.
Article 243 and Part IX (Panchayats).
73rd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992.
Bhuria Committee Recommendations (1995).
Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996.
Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006.
Tribal Advisory Council under the Fifth Schedule.
Governor's special responsibility in Scheduled Areas.
Democratic decentralization.
Principle of subsidiarity in governance.
Community ownership of common resources.
Social justice and participatory governance.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Marks the transition from a security-centric approach
to a governance-centric approach in Bastar.
Provides an opportunity to strengthen constitutional
institutions in tribal areas.
Can deepen democratic participation through
empowered Gram Sabhas.
Supports sustainable and inclusive development in
historically marginalized regions.

Challenges
Poor implementation of PESA across many Fifth
Schedule States.
Administrative dominance over elected local
institutions.
Delays in recognition of community forest rights.
Land acquisition and mining-related conflicts.
Limited awareness among tribal communities regarding
statutory rights.
Capacity constraints of Gram Sabhas and Panchayati
institutions.

Constitutional Concerns
Dilution of Gram Sabha powers weakens the spirit of
PESA.
Development projects without informed consent raise
issues of procedural justice.
Weak implementation affects constitutional
commitments under the Fifth Schedule.

Way Forward
Ensure full implementation of PESA in letter and spirit.
Strengthen Gram Sabha authority in matters relating to
land, forests, and natural resources.
Improve convergence between PESA and the Forest
Rights Act, 2006.
Build institutional capacity of Panchayats and Gram
Sabhas.
Ensure free, prior, and informed consent of tribal
communities.
Promote tribal-led development planning.
Strengthen social audits and accountability
mechanisms.
Focus on rights-based development alongside welfare
delivery.
Enhance livelihood opportunities through sustainable
forest-based economies.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI) released the first
Index of Industrial Production (IIP) data based
on the revised 2022-23 base year.
Industrial output grew by 4.9% in April 2026.
The revised series incorporates changes in
sectoral weights, product basket, and
methodology to better reflect the current
structure of the Indian economy.
The government has also indicated a move
towards a chain-linked index system for more
accurate measurement of industrial activity.

Key Points
Industrial Performance (April 2026)

Overall IIP growth: 4.9%
Capital Goods: 16% growth
Consumer Durables: 4.3% growth
Consumer Non-Durables: 2.8% growth

Major Changes in Revised IIP Series
Base year revised from 2011-12 to 2022-23.
New products and emerging industries
included.
Obsolete products removed.
New sector introduced:

Water Supply, Sewerage, Waste
Management and Remediation Activities
(Weight: 2.02%).

Sectoral Weight Changes
Manufacturing: 76.06% (earlier 77.63%)
Mining & Quarrying: 11.05% (earlier 14.37%)
Electricity and Gas Supply: 10.87% (earlier
Electricity alone 7.99%)

Significance
Reflects the growing role of utility and
infrastructure services.
Captures India's increasing integration into
global manufacturing value chains.
Improves the relevance and accuracy of
industrial statistics.

Static Linkages
IIP is a composite indicator measuring changes
in industrial production.
Released monthly by the National Statistical
Office (NSO) under MoSPI.
Eight Core Industries account for about 40.27%
of IIP weight:

Coal
Crude Oil
Natural Gas
Refinery Products
Fertilisers
Steel
Cement
Electricity

Base year revision is undertaken periodically to
reflect structural changes in the economy.
Capital goods growth is considered an
indicator of investment activity and future
economic growth.
Industrial sector is a key component of Gross
Value Added (GVA).

Critical Analysis
Importance

Provides a more realistic picture of India's
industrial structure.
Better captures emerging sectors and value-
added activities.
Enhances evidence-based policymaking.
Supports monitoring of manufacturing-led
growth strategies such as Make in India.

Concerns
Consumer demand remains relatively weak
compared to investment-led growth.
Global energy price volatility may affect
industrial output.
Comparability with previous series becomes
difficult after major revisions.
Manufacturing growth remains uneven across
sectors.
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Way Forward
Adopt a chain-linked index system for timely
updating of weights.
Strengthen domestic manufacturing
competitiveness.
Boost private investment alongside public
capital expenditure.
Enhance energy security and supply-chain
resilience.
Improve quality and frequency of industrial
data collection.
Focus on demand-led growth through
employment and income generation.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Delhi High Court (May 2026) dealt with a
case concerning the Right to be Forgotten
(RTBF) and online accessibility of judicial
records.
The case highlighted the conflict between:

Open Justice (public access to court
proceedings and records).
Right to Privacy (control over personal
information in the digital era).

The Court observed that merely updating
judicial records may not prevent search
engines and digital archives from displaying
outdated or incomplete information.
The issue has gained importance due to
increasing digitisation of court records and
online legal databases.

Key Points
Right to be Forgotten (RTBF):

Allows individuals to seek removal or
delinking of personal information that has
become irrelevant or causes
disproportionate harm.
Not explicitly recognised in Indian law but
derived from the broader Right to Privacy.

Open Justice Principle:
Judicial proceedings should be accessible
to the public.

Promotes transparency, accountability, and
public confidence in the judiciary.

Privacy Jurisprudence:
The Supreme Court in the K.S. Puttaswamy
(2017) judgment recognised privacy as a
Fundamental Right under Article 21.

Digital Age Challenge:
Search engines and legal databases make
information permanently accessible.
Acquittals or subsequent court decisions may
receive less visibility than original allegations.

Static Linkages
Article 21 – Protection of Life and Personal
Liberty.
Article 19(1)(a) – Freedom of Speech and
Expression.
Article 14 – Equality before Law.
Doctrine of Proportionality.
Rule of Law.
Natural Justice.
Transparency and Accountability in Governance.
Judicial Review.
Digital Governance and E-Governance.

Critical Analysis
Arguments Supporting RTBF

Protects dignity and reputation of individuals.
Prevents perpetual social stigma from past
allegations.
Supports rehabilitation and reintegration.
Strengthens informational privacy.

Concerns Regarding RTBF
May dilute transparency of judicial proceedings.
Could restrict public access to official records.
May affect legal research and academic work.
Risks selective removal of information from
public memory.

Constitutional Tension
Article 21 (Privacy) vs Article 19(1)(a) (Access to
Information).
Individual Dignity vs Public Interest.
Privacy vs Transparency.

Way Forward
Establish a clear legal framework for RTBF.
Adopt a case-by-case proportionality test.
Ensure court records prominently reflect
acquittals, discharges, or subsequent orders.
Mandate periodic updating of legal databases
and search engine indexes.
Balance privacy concerns with transparency
requirements.
Develop guidelines for digital archiving of judicial
records.
Strengthen data protection and privacy
safeguards.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

A social media-based satirical movement,
“Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)”, gained
widespread support among Indian youth.
The movement reflects frustration over:

Examination paper leaks.
Delayed recruitments.
Rising unemployment.
Perceived institutional inefficiency.

The debate highlights the need to transform
digital dissent into constructive democratic
participation through constitutional and
institutional channels.

Key Points
Examination irregularities erode trust in public
institutions.
Youth unemployment remains a challenge
despite India's demographic dividend.
Social media is increasingly influencing civic
and political engagement.
Democratic accountability can be
strengthened through:

RTI applications.
Engagement with MPs/MLAs.
Judicial remedies and PILs.
Civil society and student organizations.

Sustainable reforms require organized and
evidence-based advocacy.

Static Linkages
Constitutional Provisions

Article 14 – Equality before Law and Equal
Protection of Laws.
Article 16 – Equality of Opportunity in Public
Employment.
Article 19(1)(a) – Freedom of Speech and
Expression.
Article 19(1)(b) – Right to Assemble Peacefully.
Article 21 – Right to Life and Dignity (expanded
through judicial interpretation).

Article 32 – Right to Constitutional Remedies.
Article 226 – Writ Jurisdiction of High Courts.

Governance & Accountability
Right to Information Act, 2005 (linked to Article
19(1)(a)).
Rule of Law as a Basic Feature of the Constitution.
Transparency, Accountability and Responsiveness
as pillars of Good Governance.
Citizen participation strengthens democratic
legitimacy.

Democratic Participation
Civil Society Organizations and Pressure Groups
influence policymaking.
Participatory Democracy complements
Representative Democracy.
Social media has emerged as a tool for civic
engagement and public discourse.

Social & Economic Dimensions
Demographic Dividend and Youth Empowerment.
Employment generation as a prerequisite for
inclusive growth.
Human Capital Development through education
and skill development.

Ethics Linkage
Citizen-centric governance.
Accountability and Integrity in Public
Administration.
Empathy and Responsiveness towards aspirants
and job seekers.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Reflects growing political awareness among
youth.
Encourages accountability and transparency.
Strengthens participatory democracy.

Concerns
Social media activism may remain symbolic.
Risk of misinformation and polarization.
Declining trust in institutions can affect
democratic legitimacy.

Constitutional Dimension
Freedom of expression must be complemented by
constructive civic engagement.
Equal opportunity and procedural fairness are
essential for public trust.

Way Forward
Strengthen examination and recruitment systems.
Ensure time-bound filling of vacancies.
Improve transparency and grievance redressal.
Promote constitutional literacy among youth.
Enhance employment generation and skill
development.
Encourage constructive engagement with
democratic institutions.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

India and the U.S. are close to finalizing an
Interim Trade Agreement (ITA).
The proposed agreement aims to reduce tariffs
and improve market access between the two
countries.
Negotiations cover agriculture, industrial
goods, digital trade, intellectual property rights
(IPR), and services.
Concerns have emerged regarding the impact
on Indian agriculture, trade balance, and policy
autonomy.
The agreement comes amid changing U.S. tariff
policies and ongoing global trade realignments.

Key Points 
Trade-Related Provisions

Reduction of tariffs on selected goods.
Enhanced market access for Indian exports in
the U.S.
Possible tariff concessions by India on U.S.
agricultural and industrial products.
Discussions on digital trade and IPR standards.

Potential Gains for India
Higher exports of:

Textiles and garments
Leather products
Gems and jewellery
Engineering goods
Pharmaceuticals

Greater integration into global value chains.
Employment generation in export-oriented
sectors.

Major Concerns
Increased imports of U.S. agricultural products.

Competition for Indian farmers from subsidized
U.S. dairy, poultry, and farm products.
Pressure on MSP and domestic agricultural
support measures.
Risk of widening trade deficit.
Concerns over policy space in digital governance
and intellectual property regulation.

Static Linkages
Comparative Advantage Theory (David Ricardo).
Balance of Payments (BoP) and Trade Deficit.
WTO Principles:

Most Favoured Nation (MFN)
National Treatment
Agreement on Agriculture (AoA)
TRIPS Agreement

Minimum Support Price (MSP) and Public
Stockholding.
Export Diversification and Economic Diplomacy.
Global Value Chains (GVCs).

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Improved access to the U.S. market.
Boost to labour-intensive exports.
Employment generation.
Strengthening of India–U.S. strategic partnership.
Increased foreign investment opportunities.

Challenges
Threat to farmers from subsidized agricultural
imports.
Possibility of higher trade deficit.
Reduced flexibility in trade and digital policies.
Dependence on a single major export market.
Concerns regarding IPR-related commitments.

Stakeholders Affected
Farmers
MSMEs
Export-oriented industries
Consumers
Government

Way Forward
Protect sensitive agricultural sectors through
safeguards.
Diversify export markets beyond the U.S.
Strengthen competitiveness of Indian
manufacturing.
Ensure that trade concessions are reciprocal and
balanced.
Preserve policy space in MSP, food security, and
digital governance.
Align trade agreements with long-term economic
and strategic interests.
Enhance support for MSMEs and farmers affected
by import competition.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Myanmar President Min Aung Hlaing visited
India amid ongoing political instability and civil
conflict in Myanmar.
India and Myanmar discussed cooperation in:

Border security
Connectivity projects
Trade and investment
Healthcare
Rare earth minerals

The visit assumes significance due to:
Growing Chinese influence in Myanmar.
Refugee influx into India's Northeast.
Importance of Myanmar in India's Act East
Policy.

Key Points 
Strategic Importance of Myanmar

India's only land bridge to Southeast Asia.
Shares a 1,643 km border with India.
Connects India's Northeast with ASEAN
countries.
Crucial for implementation of the Act East
Policy.

Security Dimension
Presence of insurgent groups along the India–
Myanmar border.
Instability in Myanmar affects security in:

Manipur
Mizoram
Nagaland
Arunachal Pradesh

Essential partner in counter-insurgency
cooperation.

Connectivity Projects
Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport
ProjectConnects Kolkata–Sittwe Port–Mizoram.
India–Myanmar–Thailand Trilateral
HighwayEnhances connectivity with Southeast
Asia.

China Factor
China has expanded influence through:

Infrastructure projects.
Energy corridors.
Strategic investments.

Myanmar remains important in India's efforts to
maintain strategic balance in the Indo-Pacific.

Humanitarian Concerns
Civil conflict has led to refugee inflows into
northeastern states.
Need to balance humanitarian assistance with
security concerns.

Static Linkages
Act East Policy.
Neighbourhood First Policy.
ASEAN–India Relations.
BIMSTEC.
Border Area Management.
Internal Security and Cross-Border Insurgency.
India's Connectivity Diplomacy.
Strategic Competition in the Indo-Pacific.

Critical Analysis
Significance for India

Strengthens border security cooperation.
Supports Northeast integration with Southeast Asia.
Counters excessive Chinese influence.
Facilitates implementation of connectivity projects.
Promotes regional stability.

Challenges
Continuing civil war and political instability.
Weak control of Myanmar government in border
regions.
Refugee management issues.
Delays in connectivity projects.
Balancing strategic interests with democratic values
and human rights concerns.

Way Forward
Continue pragmatic engagement with all
stakeholders in Myanmar.
Fast-track Kaladan and Trilateral Highway projects.
Strengthen border management and intelligence
sharing.
Enhance developmental cooperation in border
areas.
Use BIMSTEC and ASEAN platforms for regional
stability.
Support peaceful political reconciliation and
inclusive governance in Myanmar.
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