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IMD revises its forecast for
the onset of monsoon over
Kerala to ‘around June 4

NEW DELHI

Fevising the forecast of the
onset of the sowhwest
monsoon  over  Kerala,
where the weather system
makes landfall on the In-
dian mainland, the India
cal  Depart-
ment {IMD) on Tuesday
said the rainy season was
v Clikely w0 set in®
around Thursday, june 4.
On May 15, the IMD
predicted onset over Kera-
la on May 26, with a model
emor of plus or minus four
days. A June 4 arrival over-
shoots even the upper
baund of that window, May
30, 1t s the first time since
2015 ~ when a May 30 fore-
cast gave way (o a June 5
onset — that the depart-
ment has Gailed wcomecly
call the monsoon’s Kerala
arrival. The IMD's opera-
tional onset  forecasts,
which rely on a custom fo-
recast model, had been ac-
curate from 2005 1o 2025
but for that ane lapse,
Thee IMD said conditions
as of Monday “are favoura-:
bile for further advance of
southwest monseon imo
S0Mé mare parts of south-
west and southeast Ara-
bian Sea, some pars of
Keraly and Tamil Nadu and

the Bay of Bengal around
June 47, An upper-air cy-
clonle circulation off the
south Kerala coast is ex-
pected o aid that fAnal
push. The IMD forecast o
lated heavy to very heavy
rainfall over Kerala over
the next six or seven days.

Reain chords over Ermakulam in Kerala on Tusesday evening. 1wy

Joining coast - among
them  Thinrvananthapa-
ram, Kochl, Kozhikode,
and Mangaluru - record
2.5 mm or more of rainfall
for two consecutive days.
Two more conditions must
hald: westerly winds must
extend up 1o about GO0
hia (reughly 4.5 km) over

Ot

the Arabian Sea,

The IMD placed the north-
e limit of the monsean -
the systems cloud pro-
montery - aleng a line
running Fom 10°NGOE
through the southern Bay
of Bengal w Z2Z*NOTE as
of Momdyy, with the rain
yet 1o cross into the Kerala
mainland. The IMD de
clares the monsoan’s onset
over Kerala amy day after
May 10 when at least 60%
of M designated stations
across the State and the ad-

and outgoing long-wave ra-
diation must drop

200 Winy, a proxy for the
deep clowd and eonvection
that differentiates the mon-
sgon from mere rain.

IMD officials have told
The Hindu that the system
had stalled short of the
ooast rather than wea-
kened. The slip arrives
with the season forecast
below normal, at 90% of
the kngperiod average,
under a building El Nifio.,

Static Linkages

Monsoon originates due to differential heating
of land and sea and the northward shift of the
Inter-Tropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ).
Somali Jet transports moisture-laden winds
from the Arabian Sea towards India.

Western Ghats cause heavy orographic rainfall
along the west coast.

Major factors influencing monsoon: ENSO (El
Niflo-Southern Oscillation), Indian Ocean

Dipole (I0OD), Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO),
and Jet Streams.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context
e The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has
revised the likely onset date of the Southwest
Monsoon over Kerala to 4 June, later than its
earlier forecast of 26 May (4 days).
* The monsoon system advanced over parts of
the Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal but stalled
before reaching the Kerala mainland.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Determines timing of Kharif crop sowing.
e Influences water availability, hydropower
generation, and food prices.
e Supports flood and drought preparedness.

e The delay comes amid concerns of a Challenges
developing EL Nifio and IMD's forecast of * Increasing monsoon variability due to climate
below-normal seasonal rainfall (90% of Long change.

e High dependence of rainfed agriculture on
timely rainfall.

* Forecast uncertainties caused by ocean-
atmosphere interactions.

Period Average - LPA).

Key Points
e Kerala marks the official onset of the
Southwest Monsoon over mainland India.
e |IMD declares monsoon onset when: Way Forward
o At least 60% of 14 designated stations e Strengthen weather forecasting and early-
receive 2.5 mm or more rainfall for two warning systems.
consecutive days. e Expand agro-meteorological advisory services.
o Westerly winds extend up to 600 hPa level e Promote climate-resilient agricultural
(~4.5 km altitude). practices.
o Outgoing Long-wave Radiation (OLR) falls * Improve water-resource and reservoir
below 200 W/m?, indicating deep cloud management.
formation and convection. * Enhance research on monsoon dynamics and
e The Northern Limit of Monsoon (NLM) climate variability.
indicates the furthest advance of monsoon
winds.
e Southwest Monsoon contributes nearly 75% of
India's annual rainfall and is crucial for Kharif
agriculture.




No role for third parties in bilateral
matters between India, Nepal: Centre

Kallol Bhattacherjes
NEW DELHI

After Nepal Prime Minister
Balendra Shah said Indiy
and Nepal have possession
of each other's territory,
the External Affairs Minis-
try on Tuesday said that
the two sides had bilateral
mechanisms to deal with
border issues and that
there was "no role for any
third parties® in such
matters.

Addressing  pressper-
sons, Ministry spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal res-
ponded to the claims made
by Mr. Shah, who had
sought  intervention of
countries like the UK. and
China in the issue. The res-
ponse coincided with the
Delhi visit of nepal’s ruling

Unign Home Minister Amit Shah greets Rabi Lamichhane, chairman
of Nepal's ruling Rastriya Swatantra Party, in Mew Delhi, pmi

Rastriya Swatantra Party’s
chairman Rabi Lamich-
hane, who met External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
on Tuesday.

“We have established bi-
Iateral mechanisms to deal
with all aspects of boun-
dary matters. It should be
clear to all concerned thar

there is no role for any
third parties in a bilateral
matter berween India and
Mepal,” said Mr. Jaiswal.
Ina speech in the Nepall
Parliament on May 31, Mr.
Shah said: “You will be sur-
prised to know a fact that |
have learnt recently, only
after becoming Prime Mi-

nister. India has not only
encroached Nepali territo-
ry, but Nepal has also en-
croached Indian territory
in many places. Now, both
countries should study the
facts and sit together as
friends and resolve the
issue.”

In his response, Mr. Jais-
wal said, “While cdose to
98% of the India-Nepal
boundary has been demar-
cated, there are some un-
resolved segments.”

No man's land

He further said, “In addi-
tion, there are cases of
cross-border  occupation
and encroachment of no-
man’s land in demarcated
segments of the boundary,
which are currently being
mapped jointly.”

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

* Nepal Prime Minister Balendra Shah stated
that both India and Nepal possess parts of
each other's territory and should resolve the
issue through dialogue.

¢ [ndia rejected any third-party role and
reiterated that all boundary issues are
addressed through bilateral mechanisms.

e The Ministry of External Affairs stated that
nearly 98% of the India—Nepal boundary has
been demarcated, while a few segments remain
unresolved.

Key Points
¢ India-Nepal boundary length: ~1,751 km.
e Boundary passes through:
Uttarakhand
Uttar Pradesh
Bihar
West Bengal
Sikkim
* Major disputed areas:
o Kalapani
o Lipulekh
o Limpiyadhura
o Susta
* Disputes arise due to:
o Differing interpretation of historical maps.
o Origin of the Kali (Mahakali) River.
o Shifting river courses.
o Encroachmentin No-Man's Land areas.
e [ndia's position:
o Boundary issues are strictly bilateral.
o No role for third-party mediation.

O O O o o

Static Linkages
e Treaty of Sugauli (1816) between Nepal and the
British East India Company forms the basis of
the modern boundary.

e 1950 India-Nepal Treaty of Peace and
Friendship provides the framework for close
bilateral relations.

¢ |ndia and Nepal share an open border, allowing
free movement of people and goods.

* The Kali (Mahakali) River is central to the
Kalapani dispute.

* Nepalisimportant for India's Neighbourhood
First Policy and Himalayan security.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Maintains regional stability in the Himalayas.
e Important for India's security and connectivity
interests.
e Strengthens the Neighbourhood First policy.
Challenges
e Historical boundary ambiguities.
e Political use of border issues in Nepal.
e Strategic competition in the Himalayan region.
e Encroachments and local-level disputes.

Way Forward

e Expedite boundary settlement through existing
bilateral mechanisms.

e Strengthen joint survey and mapping exercises.

* Enhance diplomatic engagement and political
dialogue.

* Promote economic and connectivity projects
to build trust.

e Keep boundary issues insulated from domestic
political rhetoric.



FRA, PESA task force in Chhattisgarh
weakens statutory bodies: activists

New working group set up o fastrack implementation of forest and panchayan ks, the move, modelled after a simitar
strycture in Madhya Pradesh, ts 3 way (o instintionalise the role of Sangh Parivar-inkad outfits, savs civil society collective
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P:nrhlrl'!s tkmmm i
led Areas) Act
LQ'BG tas bed b fresh con-

troversy.
}\:-m and eribal rights
xm.qu and the

|h|< urklenmnr-s SEATHY

linked ourfis in the imple-
mentation of these laws in
tribal-dominabed areas.

The Chhat 3
veTEmEnL, of My 6, Bot-
fied the task force, come
priving an 15 mermber apex
body headed by the Chiel
Miniiter and a 12 member

structure is likely 10 be  leaderchips at this event
constinsed i Oditha a6 was 1o emsure thay Geam
Sabhas under the FESA in-
The €50 has asseried  chude only eribal villagers
“who had not converted™
- wanymlﬂm
: hhasiisgarh based for.
Embed organtations sach m rights sctivi Alok
Shukds sold The Hindy that

B hanch 5M) and the AkbT  such a task foree strcture

b

oppost ﬁﬁ!i: i

destri dcmwmruﬂm

- tary of the Stae. This task

force s meant 1o map po-
tential areas for commni-
ty forest rescurce TRghts
claims under the FRA, re-
view pending cluims, de-
skgn sirasegies for PESA-7e-
lated] reamers, and aisds
districtauthorities with im-
phementation of the FRA.
The Camspagm Sor Sur-
witval and Dignity (CSDH, a

forest rights civil sochety
eollective, has noted in a
statement that the Chisat.
Hisgarh govemminent's noti-
fication of a task force ap-
eared 1 b sodelled oo o
similar  sinacture  esta:

that a similar task farce

Bharattya Vanvasi Kalyan  was violative of the very
Parishad (ABVEA) in the  laws they were meant 1o
process for implementing  Implement. =The dea of
these Liws. i

“Gold standard’
Interestingly, on May 24,  level. Instead of streng-
Union Home Misister Amit  thening these bodies and
Shah had addressed x pu

meeting onganised
the ABVEA and the JSM in v:nﬂlonohmkis(me
New Delhi ard hailed Mad-
byva Pradesh's “model of n sy, Congress
PESA implementation” a5 leader Jairam Ramesh said
the gold standard, adding  these taik forces asbvert
that BlPled State govern:

- ments across the country  ture of implenseraation of

are preparing 1o follow in these two ", adiding
s Bocastops. that the ABVEA NI.! the

Onee of the ey demands  “driving force™ befind this
of the JSM and the ABVEA  move.

Fifth Schedule - Governance of Scheduled
Areas.

73rd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992 -
Panchayati Raj Institutions.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

Chhattisgarh government has constituted a
Task Force to expedite implementation of:

o Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006

o Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas)

Act (PESA), 1996

The task force will review pending forest rights
claims, identify Community Forest Resource
(CFR) areas, and strengthen PESA
implementation.
The move has generated debate regarding its
impact on the role of Gram Sabhas and existing
statutory institutions.

Key Points
Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006

Enacted to recognize forest rights of
Scheduled Tribes (STs) and Other Traditional
Forest Dwellers (OTFDs).
Recognizes:

o Individual Forest Rights (IFR)

o Community Forest Rights (CFR)

o Community Forest Resource (CFR) rights
Gram Sabha is the nodal authority for initiating
claims.

PESA Act, 1996

Extends provisions of Part IX of the
Constitution to Scheduled Areas with
modifications.
Applicable in Fifth Schedule Areas.
Empowers Gram Sabhas over:

o Minor forest produce

o Localresources

o Traditional customs

o Development planning

Important Constitutional Provisions

Article 244(1) - Administration of Scheduled

Areas.

e PESA Act, 1996 - Tribal self-governance
framework.

Significance

Faster recognition of forest rights.

e Strengthening tribal welfare and resource
governance.

¢ Better implementation of FRA and PESA in
tribal areas.

e Potential improvement in community forest
management.

Concerns
* Possibility of creating a parallel structure
outside statutory mechanisms.
* May dilute the authority of Gram Sabhas.

e Concerns regarding decentralization and tribal

self-governance.

¢ Need to ensure compliance with FRA and PESA

provisions.

Prelims Facts

e FRA, 2006 - Ministry of Tribal Affairs is the
nodal ministry.

e PESA, 1996 applies only to Fifth Schedule
Areas.

e Gram Sabha is the foundational institution
under both FRA and PESA.

e Community Forest Resource (CFR) rights are
recognized under FRA.



AIIMS Delhi study shows how air pollutants
breach placental barriers and affect foetuses

CHERNAL

That environmental pallu
tants can breach the pl-
cental barrier and affect
foetuses is now well esta-
blished in research. But
Thiw exactly does this hap-
pen? Researchers s ATMS,
Delhi have mapped the
stephystep  bMological
panhrwary throwgh which -
bhan air pollution silences a
loey foetsl growth protein,
causing lasting harm o
hahies.

The ICMR funded study,
published in EMBO Malar-
wlar Madicine, has repart-
wdly shown, for the first
time, in comprehensive
malecular detail, how the
fine  pamiculate matmer
from urban air pollution
crogses the placenta, irig
gers & wave of inflamma
tion and shuts down a pro

Exprins b partivelate masier
PS5 il B it gk
Latin s bom Eirth wesight 2
Dedhs, recs anehers lin

PHEZS and PMID are capa-
ble of crossing the placen-
tal barrier, amd cause ood-
st sresss and inflamena-
tham, impairing the deve.
lopmerd of the foetus. Pla:
cemtal  dysfunction, and
complications  Including
pre-termy birth, low birth

ianis do affect foetuses,
our primary goal” sald
Subhradip Karmakar, pro-
fessor of biochemésiry, Al
M8, Delhi, and cormes-
ponding author for the
paper, “was o examine the
pathways that emable the
pollutants to cause distress
1 the placenta and the foe-
s While this has been
studied before, & has been
done in a plecemeal way,
We showed the emtire

iy

“Our research reveals
that exposure during preg-
nancy to Lrban Particulate
Matzer sctivates inflamma-
tary pathways that inhibit
IGFBP3 expression, a key
protein governing the equi-
libaiims of the placenta and
growth of the embryo. This
reduction i IGFBPS Im-
pairs critical placental pro-
cesses, nesulting In restricy:
ed foetal growth and

fnom two cities: high- pall
thon Dedhi and low-poliu

FM2.5 exposure was iden-
tified a5 a significamt risk
Eactor for low birth weight.
The rate of preeclamgsia, &
dangerous spike in blood
pressure durieg pregnan-
cy. significanly increases
as palluton levels rise.

In the case of rohents,
partbiculate  matter  km-
padred the placens’s shill
ty to invade the uterine
weall, form its essertial mu-
trient-exchange layer, and
support  blood  vessel
growth. Pollution also trig-
gened severe oelbalar stress
and rewroee the cells” epi-
penetic switchis, perm-
mendy  altering  which
punes ane sudiched on of
off, researchers on the st
dy sald. In pregrant rats,
expasure o New Delhis

alsa showed chear peure-
logical harm: [mpalred me-
tor coondination, heighi-

. ened anxiety, and siress

responses; effects consis-
tent with damage that be
gins before: birth, the pap-
e indicates.

Future research

Looking at the transgener-
atonal effect, where e
searchers study the mpact
an development of motor
developmeent sidlls, W), car-
diovascular  complica
tions, cancer and metabol-
i disorders will entail

e suggested that risk
mitigation strategies such
as wearing masks and eat-
ing antioxddant-rich
could provide & buller 1w
poople. “We mUst remem
e that risk mtigatbon in
terms of controlling pollu-

tcin that s esseniial for
growih. This could have
consequences right inlo
Late childhood. Kiey both rodents and on deliv-

Particulate [ ery reconds of 994 woimen

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

e AIIMS Delhi researchers, in an ICMR-funded
study published in EMBO Molecular Medicine,
identified the biological pathway through
which PM2.5 and PM10 affect foetal
development.

e The study found that particulate matter can
cross the placental barrier, trigger
inflammation, suppress IGFBP3 (Insulin-like
Growth Factor Binding Protein-3), and impair
foetal growth.

e Research was conducted using rodent models
and data from 994 pregnant women from Delhi
and Deoghar (Jharkhand).

aliered developmental ira.
joctories.” he added.
The restarch focused an

polluiion bevels caused Bi-
tex staes b shrink by up fo
25%, placentas to be small-
er, and newborms 1o weigh
4% Jess o v Offpring

tiom will have 1o be mulii
dimersional. The research
findings call for pollution
monitoring bo be integrat-
e b prenatal cane”

Key Findings
* PM2.5 and PM10 cross the placental barrier
and reach the foetus.
e Cause:
o Oxidative stress
o [nflammation
o Epigenetic changes (altered gene
expression)
e Suppression of IGFBP3 leads to:
o Restricted foetal growth
o Low birth weight
o Placental dysfunction
Higher pollution exposure associated with:
o Increased risk of preeclampsia
o Adverse pregnancy outcomes
Animal studies showed:
o Smaller placentas
o Reduced birth weight
o Neurological and behavioural impairments
in offspring

Static Points
e PMZ2.5: Particles with diameter < 2.5
micrometres.

PM10: Particles with diameter <10
micrometres.

Major sources:

o Vehicular emissions

o Industrial activities

o Biomass burning

o Construction dust

Placenta functions:

o Nutrient and oxygen transfer

o Waste removal

o Hormonal regulation during pregnancy
Oxidative stress results from imbalance
between free radicals and antioxidants.

Significance

Establishes a direct link between air pollution
and maternal-child health.

Highlights environmental pollution as a public
health challenge.

Supports stronger implementation of the
National Clean Air Programme (NCAP).
Demonstrates the role of scientific research in
policymaking.

Way Forward

Integrate air-quality monitoring into prenatal
healthcare.

Strengthen implementation of NCAP.
Improve public awareness regarding pollution
risks during pregnancy.

Promote pollution-control measures in urban
areas.

Encourage long-term research on
developmental impacts of prenatal pollution
exposure.



The ‘harvest’ China wants is one India cannot afford
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS: . . .
Context ¢ |India and Bhutan maintain close strategic

¢ [ndia and China have discussed exploring an cooperatiog g Rovder security issues.

"Early Harvest" in boundary delimitation during
recent Special Representatives (SR) talks.

¢ China has proposed moving ahead with
settlement in sectors where conditions are
considered "ripe", particularly the Sikkim
sector.

* Concerns exist that a sector-wise settlement
may weaken India's position of pursuing a
comprehensive package settlement of the
entire boundary dispute.

Why It Matters for India?
Concerns
e May dilute the package settlement approach.
* Could reduce India's bargaining leverage in
other disputed sectors.
* May have implications for Doklam and the
Siliguri Corridor.
e Could increase pressure on Bhutan in its
boundary negotiations with China.
Potential Benefits
e Maintains diplomatic engagement.
* May reduce tensions in selected sectors.
e Can contribute to confidence-building
measures.

Key Points

e 2005 Agreement on Political Parameters and
Guiding Principles remains the basis for
boundary negotiations.

e The agreement envisages a package settlement
covering all sectors of the India-China
boundary.

¢ [ndia-China boundary is generally divided into:

o Western Sector (Ladakh)

o Middle Sector (Himachal Pradesh-
Uttarakhand)

o Sikkim Sector

o Eastern Sector (Arunachal Pradesh)

¢ Doklam Plateau remains strategically
important due to its proximity to the Siliguri
Corridor.

¢ China claims the India-Bhutan-China
trijunction lies at Mount Gipmochi, while India
and Bhutan support Batang La.

e China has increased border infrastructure and
village construction near disputed areas.

Way Forward

¢ Adhere to the 2005 Agreement framework.

* Ensure peace and tranquillity on the LAC
before major progress.

e Continue comprehensive boundary
negotiations.

e Strengthen border infrastructure and
surveillance.

e Enhance strategic coordination with Bhutan.




U.S.-Iran negotiations, still a road to nowhere
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

The U.S. and Iran are reportedly moving
towards a memorandum aimed at achieving an
indefinite ceasefire and initiating further
negotiations.

The move follows prolonged hostilities that
imposed significant economic, strategic, and
political costs on both sides.

Despite the de-escalation effort, major
differences persist over Iran’s nuclear
programme, missile capabilities, and regional
security issues.

Key Points

The proposed memorandum is intended as a
confidence-building measure rather than a
final peace agreement.

Iran retains the ability to influence regional
stability through strategic maritime routes and
regional networks.

The Strait of Hormuz remains crucial for global
energy security.

The U.S. seeks regional stability and prevention
of nuclear proliferation.

Israel continues to view Iran’s nuclear and
missile capabilities as a major security concern.
Domestic hardliners in both countries may
oppose compromises.

Long-term peace remains uncertain due to
deep mutual distrust.

Static Linkages

Strait of Hormuz: Strategic chokepoint
connecting the Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman.
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), 1968.
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
safeguards mechanism.

Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
2015.

Reduces the possibility of immediate military
escalation in West Asia.

Contributes to stability in global oil markets.
Opens diplomatic channels for addressing
nuclear concerns.

Helps secure critical maritime trade routes.

Challenges

Persistent mistrust between the U.S. and Iran.
Opposition from hardline groups within both
countries.

Israel’s security concerns may complicate
implementation.

Absence of a comprehensive regional security
framework.

Continued risk of proxy conflicts and regional
instability.

Implications for India

Stability in West Asia supports India's energy
security.

Ensures safer maritime trade through the
Persian Gulf region.

Protects interests of the Indian diasporain
West Asia.

Helps contain volatility in crude oil prices and
inflation.

Way Forward

Strengthen IAEA-led verification mechanisms.
Promote sustained diplomatic engagement.
Develop a regional security dialogue involving
all stakeholders.

Ensure freedom of navigation through strategic
waterways.

Encourage multilateral efforts for non-
proliferation and conflict resolution.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

At the Shangri-La Dialogue 2025, Japan
signalled a more proactive security role in Asia
amid growing U.S.-China strategic competition.
Japan announced greater defence
modernization, defence exports, and security
cooperation with regional partners.

Rising tensions in the Taiwan Strait and
concerns over China's military assertiveness
are major drivers of this shift.

The development has implications for the Indo-
Pacific balance of power and India's strategic
interests.

Key Points

Japan is increasing defence spending and
strengthening military capabilities.

Defence export restrictions have been relaxed,
allowing greater defence-industrial
cooperation.

Australia has agreed to acquire Japanese
Mogami-class frigates, marking a major defence
export deal.

Japan is expanding security cooperation with
Australia, New Zealand, the Philippines, and
other Indo-Pacific partners.

Japan continues its One China Policy but
increasingly views Taiwan Strait stability as
vital for regional security.

The shift reflects Japan's effort to reduce
excessive security dependence on the United
States.

Static Linkages

Article 9 of the Japanese Constitution (Pacifist
Constitution).

Collective Self-Defence reinterpretation
(2014).

Balance of Power theory.

Indo-Pacific strategic construct.

Freedom of Navigation and UNCLOS.

Strategic importance of the Taiwan Strait.

Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs).

India's Act East Policy and Indo-Pacific Oceans
Initiative (IPOI).

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens regional deterrence against
coercive actions.

Promotes a multipolar security architecture in
Asia.

Expands defence-industrial cooperation among
Indo-Pacific partners.

Enhances strategic opportunities for India-
Japan cooperation.

Concerns

May intensify the regional arms race.

Could worsen China-Japan tensions.

Risks greater militarization of the Indo-Pacific.
Potential instability if Taiwan Strait tensions
escalate.

Relevance for India

Supports a free, open and inclusive Indo-
Pacific.

Complements Quad cooperation.

Enhances maritime security cooperation.
Opens avenues for defence technology and
supply-chain partnerships.

Way Forward

Strengthen rules-based regional order under
international law.

Promote dialogue and confidence-building
measures.

Enhance maritime domain awareness
cooperation.

Deepen India-Japan strategic and defence
cooperation.

Maintain ASEAN centrality in Indo-Pacific
architecture.



From Ladakh, a sea buckthorn
parable about enterprise
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Common processing and incubation facilities
are being developed in Ladakh for sea
buckthorn and apricot processing.

Promotes local employment, women
entrepreneurship, and value addition.

Static Linkages

Food processing helps reduce post-harvest
losses and increase farmers' income.

Value addition is a key component of
agricultural diversification.

Cold desert ecosystems are characterized by
low rainfall, sparse vegetation, and extreme
temperatures.

Border area development is important for
economic security and reducing outmigration.
SHGs, FPOs, and cooperatives strengthen rural

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

A recent article highlighted the success of sea
buckthorn-based food processing enterprises
in Ladakh.

The case demonstrates how local value
addition, entrepreneurship, and government
support have transformed a perishable
Himalayan crop into a marketable product.
The initiative has been supported through the
Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro Food
Processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme.

The example reflects the role of food
processing in promoting livelihoods, women's
empowerment, and economic development in
remote border regions.

Key Points

Sea Buckthorn (Hippophae rhamnoides) is a
thorny shrub found in the cold desert regions
of Ladakh.
Rich source of:

o Vitamin C

o Antioxidants

o Omega fatty acids
Major challenges:

o Short harvesting season

o Highly perishable produce

o Difficult transportation due to

mountainous terrain

PMFME Scheme provides:

o Credit-linked subsidy

o Support for processing machinery

o Branding and marketing assistance

o Formalization of micro enterprises

value chains and market access.
* MSMEs contribute significantly to employment
generation and inclusive growth.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Enhances income of local farmers and
collectors.
* Promotes entrepreneurship in remote regions.
* Generates employment opportunities locally.
e Encourages women-led enterprises.
e Reduces wastage of perishable agricultural
produce.
e Supports Atmanirbhar Bharat and Vocal for
Local initiatives.
Challenges
e High logistics and transportation costs.
e Limited cold-chain infrastructure.
¢ Difficult market access from remote regions.
e Small enterprises face branding and
certification constraints.
¢ Climate change may affect crop productivity.

Way Forward

e Expand processing infrastructure in Himalayan
regions.

e Strengthen cold storage and transport
networks.

* Promote FPO-led value chains.

e Encourage Gl tagging and niche branding.

* Improve digital and export market access.

* Support research on nutraceutical and
medicinal applications of sea buckthorn.

e Enhance convergence between PMFME, NRLM,
and ODOP initiatives.



Delhi’s death traps sap
spirit of young aspirants

HE BUILDING collapse in Dehi’s Saidulajab that
I claimed six lives evokes a sense of terrible déjid vu. The
five-storey building shouldn't legally have had more
than three floors. When it gave way on Saturday, the
structure was undergoing more illegal construction, Unauth-
orised floors, weak foundations, use of poor-quality materials and
deviations from approved plans seem to have become common-
placein Delhi In responsetoa question inthe Lok Sabhain 2023,
the Ministry of Urban Affairs said that authoritiesin the city had
identified 55,000 constructions that violate norms. The city has
seenaworrying trend of building collapses and fires over the last
decade. Yet, moreoften than not, it takes acatastrophe ora court
order for officials to book the violators or call for accountability.
Even then, the governance deficitsthat cause calamities such as
the one in Saidulajab remain unaddressed.

The latest tragedy is particularly heartbreaking because most
of the victims werestudents, including medical and engineering
college aspirants. Delhi hasseveral hostels, paying-guest accom-
modations and low-cost rental housing that cater to people seck-
ing abetter future inthe Capital. However, in their haste to cash
inon the commercial opportunities from such migration, many
property owners compromise on safety. Preliminary investiga-
tions have revealed that such shortcuts were behind the Saidu-
lajabtragedy. Astronginspection mechanismcould have averted
it. But as tragedy after tragedy — the hospital fire in 2024, the
flooding of an UPSC coaching centre the same year, numerous
building collapses — haveshown, the enforcement of such basic
municipal protocols remains at a premium in the Capital.

‘These shortcomings should resonate with Delhi Chief Min-
ister Rekha Gupta. Asa three-time municipal councillor, she has
first-hand knowledge of the systemic weaknesses that have per-
sisted in civicbodies across political regimes. The Delhi CM'sback-
ground as a popular student leader could have informed policies
sensitive tothe difficult conditions faced by young migrants. After
the public uproar over the Saidulajab incident, municipality of-
ficers have reportedly said that they will conduct an audit of un-
safebuildings. The city’s authorities need to do more. The proper
tribute tothe victims would be toensure that death traps such as
the one in Saidulajab do not come upin the first place.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News
* A building collapse in Delhi's Saidulajab area

led to the death of six persons, including UPSC,

medical and engineering aspirants residing in
rented accommodation.

e Preliminary investigations pointed to
unauthorized construction, weak foundations,
structural deviations, and violation of building
norms.

e The incident highlights recurring issues of
illegal constructions, poor enforcement of
municipal regulations, and unsafe urban
housing in metropolitan cities.

e |tfollows a series of recent urban disasters in

Delhi, including coaching-centre flooding, fires,

and building collapses.

Key Points

e Rapid urbanization has increased demand for
low-cost housing, often resulting in
unauthorized constructions.

e Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) are responsible for
building approvals, inspections, and
enforcement of municipal building by-laws.

¢ Violation of sanctioned building plans and
inadequate structural audits remain major
governance concerns.

* |llegal constructions disproportionately affect
students, migrants, and economically weaker
sections.

e Theincident reflects gaps in:

o Urban governance
o Municipal accountability

o Disaster preparedness
o Building safety regulation
* Ensuring safe housing is linked to the
constitutional guarantee of life and dignity
under Article 21.

Static Linkages

e 74th Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992.

e Twelfth Schedule provisions relating to urban
planning and regulation of land use.

e Article 21 - Right to Life.

¢ National Building Code (NBC), Bureau of Indian
Standards.

e Model Building Bye-Laws.

¢ Disaster Management Act, 2005.

e Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction
(2015-2030).

e Smart Cities Mission.

e AMRUT Mission.

e Second Administrative Reforms Commission
recommendations on local governance.

e Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 11 -
Sustainable Cities and Communities.

* Principle of Accountability in Public
Administration.

e Decentralization and Local Self-Government.

Critical Analysis
Significance
* Highlights the consequences of unplanned
urbanization.
e Demonstrates the importance of effective
municipal governance.
* Brings attention to the safety of migrants and
students living in urban rental housing.
Major Challenges
e Weak enforcement of building regulations.
e Corruption and collusion in approval
processes.
e Lack of periodic structural safety audits.
e Capacity constraints of municipal bodies.
¢ Rising pressure on urban infrastructure due to
migration.
e Absence of comprehensive rental housing
regulation.
Constitutional and Governance Concerns
e Failure to protect citizens' right to life and
safety.
* Weak implementation despite existence of
adequate legal provisions.
* Deficit in accountability mechanisms for
officials and builders.
e Governance failure at planning, monitoring,
and enforcement stages.



Way Forward

Mandatory structural safety audits of
vulnerable buildings.

Strict implementation of National Building
Code and municipal bye-laws.

GIS and satellite-based monitoring of
unauthorized constructions.

Digitization of building approval and inspection
systems.

Independent urban building safety authorities
in major cities.

Stronger penalties for illegal construction and
negligence.

Expansion of affordable rental housing
facilities.

Capacity building and financial strengthening
of Urban Local Bodies.

Community-based reporting mechanisms for
unsafe structures.

Integration of disaster-risk reduction into
urban planning.
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