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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The Supreme Court expressed concern over
recurring irregularities in the conduct of NEET-
UG, affecting nearly 23 lakh aspirants.
The Court highlighted the trauma caused to
students and families due to examination
cancellations and paper leaks.
It criticized the National Testing Agency (NTA)
for lack of institutional capacity,
accountability, and continuity in examination
management.
The Court directed the Ministry of Education to
explain measures being taken to strengthen
NTA's institutional framework.
NTA informed the Court that NEET-UG will be
shifted to Computer-Based Test (CBT) mode
from the next examination cycle.
A High-Powered Committee headed by Dr. K.
Radhakrishnan is undertaking reforms in
examination governance.

Key Points 
Supreme Court's Observations

Examination integrity is essential for ensuring
meritocracy and equal opportunity.
Institutional failures adversely affect lakhs of
students and undermine public trust.
Accountability must be fixed on specific
officials responsible for lapses.
Strong institutions require preservation of
institutional memory, expertise, and standard
operating procedures.

Reforms Proposed by NTA
Transition from pen-and-paper mode to CBT
mode.
Multiple sets of question papers with backup
copies.
Enhanced CCTV surveillance and preservation
of recordings.
Strict chain-of-custody protocols for
transportation of question papers.
CAPF escort and multi-agency coordination for
examination security.

Confidential Operations (CONOPs) framework
for paper-setting and printing.

Static Linkages
Rule of Law.
Equality of Opportunity.
Merit-based Public Systems.
Transparency in Governance.
Accountability in Public Administration.
Institutional Capacity Building.
Citizen-Centric Governance.
Administrative Reforms.
E-Governance and Digital Transformation.
Ethical Conduct in Public Service.

Constitutional & Governance Dimensions
Relevant Constitutional Provisions

Article 14 – Equality before Law.
Article 21 – Right to Life including fair
opportunities and procedural fairness.
Article 38 – Promotion of social justice.
Article 41 – Right to education and public
assistance (Directive Principle).
Article 51A(j) – Duty to strive towards
excellence.

Governance Principles Involved
Transparency.
Accountability.
Responsiveness.
Efficiency.
Predictability.
Rule of Law.

Critical Analysis
Significance
Why the Issue Matters

NEET is India's largest medical entrance
examination.
Examination credibility directly affects human
capital development.
Merit-based admissions are crucial for
professional education.
Public trust in institutions is a key pillar of
democratic governance.

Positive Developments
Judicial scrutiny may accelerate institutional
reforms.
Adoption of CBT can reduce risks associated
with physical paper leaks.
Strengthened SOPs improve examination
security.
Multi-agency coordination enhances
accountability.
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Concerns
CBT implementation may face digital divide
challenges.
Cybersecurity vulnerabilities may emerge.
Repeated leaks indicate deeper institutional
weaknesses.
Absence of clear accountability mechanisms.
Ad-hoc reforms may not address systemic
governance deficits.

Challenges
Weak institutional capacity.
Inadequate technological safeguards.
Lack of specialized permanent personnel.
Poor inter-agency coordination.
Limited accountability framework.
Balancing accessibility with technological
modernization.

Way Forward
Establish a dedicated National Examination
Security Framework.
Strengthen NTA through professional staffing
and specialized cadres.
Institutionalize regular security audits.
Develop robust cybersecurity architecture.
Introduce legally enforceable accountability
mechanisms.
Create digital forensic and AI-based monitoring
systems.
Ensure equitable digital infrastructure before
full CBT rollout.
Adopt best practices from UPSC and other
high-integrity examination systems.
Strengthen grievance redressal and
whistleblower protection mechanisms.
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Category Rainfall (% of LPA)

Large Excess >110%

Excess 105–110%

Normal 96–104%

Below Normal 90–95%

Deficient <90%

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Why in News?

IMD reduced the 2026 Southwest Monsoon
forecast from 92% to 90% of Long Period
Average (LPA).
Monsoon is expected to reach Kerala in the
first week of June.
IMD estimates a 92% probability of El Niño
conditions during the monsoon season.
There is a 60% probability of deficient rainfall
(<90% of LPA).

UPSC Prelims Facts
Long Period Average (LPA)

Average rainfall received over a 50-year period
(1971–2020).
Used as the benchmark for monsoon
forecasting.

IMD Rainfall Classification

El Niño
Periodic warming of sea surface temperatures in
the central and eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean.
Generally associated with:

Weak Indian Monsoon
Reduced rainfall
Drought-like conditions
Agricultural stress

Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD)
Difference in sea surface temperatures between
western and eastern Indian Ocean.
Positive IOD can partially offset adverse impacts
of El Niño on Indian monsoon.

Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO)
Eastward-moving atmospheric disturbance of
clouds, rainfall, winds and pressure.
Influences:

Monsoon onset
Active-break cycles of monsoon
Cyclone formation

Mains Enrichment Points
Importance of Monsoon for India

Contributes about 75% of annual rainfall.
Supports nearly 50% of net sown area dependent
on rainfall.
Critical for:

Food security
Groundwater recharge
Hydropower generation
Rural livelihoods
Inflation management

Key Concerns
Deficient rainfall may:

Reduce agricultural output.
Lower reservoir storage.
Hamper groundwater recharge.
Increase food inflation.
Affect rural incomes.

Uneven distribution of rainfall is often more
damaging than lower seasonal totals.

Climate Change Dimension
Increased frequency of:

Extreme rainfall events.
Longer dry spells.
Monsoon variability.

Challenges conventional monsoon forecasting.

Prelims Trap Areas
Remember:

El Niño ≠ Drought every year, but increases
drought probability.
Positive IOD generally benefits Indian monsoon.
MJO is not stationary; it moves eastward.
Southwest Monsoon contributes nearly 75% of
India's annual rainfall.
IMD does not officially use the term "drought"; it
classifies rainfall as deficient, below normal, etc.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Growing concerns over the weakening of
international law due to repeated violations of
global norms by both major and regional
powers.
Recent conflicts and geopolitical rivalries have
exposed limitations of institutions such as the
United Nations, International Criminal Court
(ICC), and other multilateral mechanisms.
The issue highlights the challenge of
maintaining a rules-based international order
amid rising power politics.

Key Points 
UN Charter prohibits the use of force against
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of
states except in:

Self-defence (Article 51)
UN Security Council-authorised action

UNCLOS (1982) governs:
Territorial waters
Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs)
Freedom of navigation
Maritime dispute resolution

International Humanitarian Law (IHL):
Based on Geneva Conventions (1949)
Protects civilians, prisoners of war, and
non-combatants during conflicts.

Human Rights Regime:
Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(1948)
International Covenants on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR)
International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights (ICESCR)

Arms Control Frameworks:
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
(CTBT)
New START Treaty

Environmental Governance:
Paris Agreement
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC)

Static Linkages
Sovereign Equality of States
Territorial Integrity
Non-Intervention Principle
Peaceful Settlement of Disputes
Collective Security
Freedom of Navigation
Exclusive Economic Zone (200 Nautical Miles)
Geneva Conventions, 1949
Hague Conventions
International Court of Justice (ICJ)
International Criminal Court (ICC)
UN Security Council and Veto Power
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Regime
Common but Differentiated Responsibilities
(CBDR-RC)

Why is this Important for India?
India supports a rules-based international
order.
Freedom of navigation is crucial for India's
maritime trade.
Stability in West Asia affects India's energy
security.
Respect for sovereignty aligns with India's
foreign policy principles.
Strong multilateral institutions are essential for
addressing climate change, terrorism, and
emerging technologies.

Critical Analysis
Significance of International Law

Protects smaller states from coercion.
Promotes stability and predictability.
Facilitates international trade and cooperation.
Provides mechanisms for peaceful dispute
resolution.

Challenges
Selective compliance by powerful states.
UNSC veto leading to institutional paralysis.
Weak enforcement mechanisms.
Increasing geopolitical competition.

Declining trust in multilateral institutions
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Implications
Rise of power politics over legal norms.
Increased regional instability.
Threats to maritime security.
Weakening of global climate and arms-control
commitments.

Way Forward
Reform the UN Security Council.
Strengthen international dispute-resolution
mechanisms.
Enhance accountability for violations of
international law.
Promote rule-based maritime governance.
Strengthen multilateral cooperation.
Develop norms for cyber security, AI, and
emerging technologies.
Improve compliance and monitoring
mechanisms under international treaties.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Sri Ganganagar (Rajasthan) recorded 48°C, the
highest temperature in India this year.
Delayed onset of the Southwest Monsoon has
intensified heatwave conditions across several
parts of India.
IMD data show increasing frequency and
duration of heatwaves in India's Core Heatwave
Zone.
Rapid urbanization and declining green cover
are amplifying the Urban Heat Island (UHI)
effect, making cities significantly hotter than
surrounding rural areas.
The issue highlights the growing challenge of
climate adaptation, public health protection,
urban planning, and labour welfare.

Key Points
According to IMD:

Heatwave frequency has increased by 0.1
days per decade since 1961.
Heatwave duration has increased by 0.55
days per decade.

Core Heatwave Zone covers:
Northwestern India
Central India
Eastern Coastal India

Urban Heat Islands can raise city temperatures
by 2°C–10°C above nearby rural areas.

Major causes:
Concrete and asphalt surfaces
Loss of urban green cover
High building density
Waste heat from vehicles and air-conditioners

Informal sector workers are the most vulnerable to heat
stress.
Excessive dependence on air-conditioning may
increase energy demand and contribute to localized
warming.

Static Linkages
Albedo effect and heat absorption by different
surfaces.
Role of vegetation in regulating local climate through
evapotranspiration.
Urbanization and environmental degradation.
Climate change as a consequence of enhanced
greenhouse effect.
Disaster risk reduction and climate adaptation.
Safe and humane working conditions as a governance
objective.
Environmental protection as a constitutional
responsibility.
Sustainable development and climate-resilient
infrastructure.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Heatwaves are emerging as one of the deadliest
climate-related disasters.
Impact extends beyond health to productivity,
livelihoods, agriculture, and energy security.
Urban Heat Island effect increases vulnerability in
densely populated cities.

Challenges
Weak implementation of Heat Action Plans.
Inadequate protection for outdoor and informal
workers.
Lack of heat-resilient urban planning.
Shrinking urban green spaces.
Rising electricity demand due to cooling requirements.

Concerns
Climate change disproportionately affects vulnerable
populations.
Existing labour safety regulations are poorly enforced.
Heat-related deaths and illnesses remain
underreported.

Way Forward
Develop a dedicated National Heat Action Framework.
Integrate heat resilience into urban master plans.
Promote cool roofs and reflective construction
materials.
Increase urban forests and green corridors.
Strengthen early warning systems and public
awareness.
Enforce heat-index-based work regulations for outdoor
labour.
Expand access to drinking water, cooling shelters, and
emergency healthcare.
Promote passive cooling and energy-efficient buildings.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Quad Foreign Ministers met in New Delhi to
reaffirm commitment to the grouping amid
evolving geopolitical developments.
Member countries agreed on new initiatives
related to maritime security, critical minerals,
energy security, and infrastructure.
Joint statement reiterated support for a Free
and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP), territorial
integrity, international law, and counter-
terrorism.
Concerns were expressed over developments
in the East and South China Seas, the Strait of
Hormuz, and terrorism.
Delays in convening the Quad Leaders’ Summit
have raised concerns regarding the future
trajectory and cohesion of the grouping.

Key Points 
New Initiatives

Indo-Pacific Maritime Surveillance
Collaboration (IPMSC).
Indo-Pacific Partnership for Maritime Domain
Awareness (IPMDA).
Quad-at-Sea Ship Observer Mission.
Quad Critical Minerals Initiative.
Energy Security Partnership.
First Quad infrastructure project: Development
of a port in Fiji.

Strategic Focus Areas
Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP).
Maritime security and freedom of navigation.
Supply chain resilience.
Critical mineral security.
Counter-terrorism cooperation.
Rules-based international order under
UNCLOS.

Significance for India
Strengthens India's Indo-Pacific strategy.
Supports SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in
the Region).
Enhances maritime domain awareness in the
Indian Ocean Region.
Reduces dependence on concentrated critical
mineral supply chains.
Expands India's engagement with Pacific Island
countries.

Static Linkages
Quad established in 2007, revived in 2017.
Members: India, USA, Japan, Australia.
Quad is not a military alliance.
UNCLOS (1982) provides the legal framework
for maritime governance.
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) extends up to
200 nautical miles.
India's maritime vision: SAGAR.
Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI) launched
in 2019.
Critical minerals include lithium, cobalt, nickel,
graphite, and rare earth elements.
Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs) are vital
for global trade and energy security.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Strengthens maritime security architecture in
the Indo-Pacific.
Promotes resilient supply chains and critical
mineral cooperation.
Enhances strategic coordination among major
democracies.
Supports regional infrastructure development.
Reinforces rules-based international order.

Concerns
Absence of institutional structure and treaty
obligations.
Divergent strategic priorities among members.
Delays in leadership-level engagement.
Dependence on changing U.S. foreign policy
priorities.
Potential perception as an anti-China grouping.
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Challenges
Maintaining strategic cohesion.
Balancing national interests with collective
objectives.
Ensuring continuity despite geopolitical shifts.
Converting announced initiatives into tangible
outcomes.

Way Forward
Institutionalize regular Quad Summits.
Strengthen maritime information-sharing
mechanisms.
Enhance cooperation in critical minerals and
emerging technologies.
Expand engagement with ASEAN and Pacific
Island nations.
Improve coordination during regional and
global crises.
Focus on functional cooperation rather than
geopolitical rhetoric.
Promote inclusive and rules-based regional
governance.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Recent discussions on India–US relations
highlight a shift from the Cold War-era concept
of "Estranged Democracies" to a more
pragmatic and interest-driven partnership.
Concerns have emerged regarding increasing
transactionalism in bilateral relations amid
changing global geopolitics.
The debate gains significance in the backdrop
of:

Quad cooperation.
Indo-Pacific strategy.
Defence and technology partnerships.
Global supply chain realignments.
India's policy of Strategic Autonomy.

Key Points 
India–US relations have evolved through three
phases:

Estranged Democracies (Cold War period).
Engaged Democracies (Post-1991 reforms
and Civil Nuclear Deal).
Restrained Democracies (Current phase
marked by strategic convergence and issue-
based differences).

Major milestones:
2004: Next Steps in Strategic Partnership
(NSSP).
2005: India–US Civil Nuclear Agreement.
2016: Major Defense Partner Status.
2022: Initiative on Critical and Emerging
Technologies (iCET).

Foundational Defence Agreements:
LEMOA (2016).
COMCASA (2018).
BECA (2020).

Areas of convergence:
Indo-Pacific security.
Counter-terrorism.

Maritime security.
Critical technologies.
Semiconductor cooperation.
Supply chain resilience.

Areas of divergence:
Russia-Ukraine conflict.
Energy imports from Russia.
Trade disputes.
WTO-related issues.
Strategic autonomy concerns.

Static Linkages
Non-Alignment Policy.
Strategic Autonomy.
Panchsheel Principles.
Article 51 of the Constitution.
Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG).
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).
Balance of Power Theory.
Indo-Pacific Concept.
Soft Power and Diaspora Diplomacy.
Multi-Alignment in Foreign Policy.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens India's position in the Indo-Pacific.
Enhances defence modernization.
Facilitates technology transfer.
Supports supply chain diversification.
Increases investment and trade opportunities.

Challenges
US sanctions regime affecting India's strategic
choices.
Dependence on external technology.
Divergence over Russia and West Asia.
Trade protectionism.
Uncertainty due to changing US administrations.

UPSC Angle
India seeks partnership, not alliance.
Strategic autonomy remains the cornerstone of
Indian foreign policy.
Bilateral cooperation is increasingly driven by
national interests rather than ideological
alignment.

Way Forward
Strengthen technology partnerships under iCET.
Expand defence co-development and co-
production.
Deepen cooperation in semiconductors, AI and
critical minerals.
Maintain strategic autonomy while expanding
strategic partnerships.
Resolve trade disputes through institutional
mechanisms.
Promote reforms in global governance
institutions.
Enhance maritime cooperation in the Indo-
Pacific.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Union Government has advocated
reducing chemical fertilizer consumption by
25–50% to improve soil health, promote
sustainable agriculture, and reduce import
dependence.
Some states have imposed restrictions on the
sale of certain non-subsidised fertilizers such
as bio-fertilizers, nano-fertilizers,
micronutrients, and specialty fertilizers.
The issue highlights policy divergence between
the Centre's objective of balanced nutrient
management and state-level regulatory
measures.
Rising fertilizer import dependence and
subsidy burden have brought fertilizer reforms
into focus.

Key Points 
India is heavily dependent on imports for
phosphatic and potassic fertilizers.
Fertilizer imports were estimated at around
$27.2 billion in 2025–26.
Excessive use of urea has led to:

Soil nutrient imbalance.
Declining soil fertility.
Groundwater contamination.
Increased greenhouse gas emissions.

Specialty fertilizers improve nutrient-use
efficiency and reduce wastage.
Fertilizers are regulated under the Fertiliser
(Control) Order (FCO), 1985.

Fertilizer subsidy remains a major component of
agricultural expenditure.
Balanced fertilizer use is critical for sustainable
agricultural growth.

Static Linkages
Important Facts

Agriculture is a State List subject (Entry 14, State List).
Fertilizers fall under the Essential Commodities
framework and are regulated through FCO, 1985.
N:P:K ratio recommended for balanced nutrition is
4:2:1; several states record much higher nitrogen use.
Integrated Nutrient Management (INM) promotes
balanced use of organic and inorganic nutrient sources.
Soil Health Card Scheme provides crop-specific
nutrient recommendations.
Nutrient-Based Subsidy (NBS) applies to P&K fertilizers;
urea remains outside NBS.
PM-PRANAM promotes reduction in chemical fertilizer
consumption.
Nano Urea has been developed to enhance nitrogen-
use efficiency.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reduces import dependence and foreign exchange
outflow.
Improves long-term soil health.
Encourages sustainable agriculture practices.
Promotes innovation in nutrient management
technologies.

Concerns
Conflicting Centre–State policies create uncertainty.
Restrictions may discourage adoption of advanced
fertilizers.
Continued subsidy distortions encourage excessive
urea use.
Low farmer awareness regarding balanced nutrient
application.

Challenges
High fertilizer subsidy burden.
Regional imbalance in fertilizer consumption.
Weak agricultural extension services.
Dependence on imported raw materials.
Limited adoption of precision farming technologies.

Way Forward
Expand Integrated Nutrient Management practices.
Strengthen Soil Health Card-based fertilizer
application.
Promote nano-fertilizers and bio-fertilizers.
Rationalize fertilizer subsidies towards balanced
nutrient use.
Encourage precision agriculture and fertigation.
Improve Centre–State policy coordination.
Enhance farmer awareness through extension services.
Reduce import dependence through domestic capacity
enhancement.
Link incentives to sustainable nutrient-use practices.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Why in News?

Israel has announced an expansion of military
operations in Gaza despite international calls
for a ceasefire.
The development has intensified the
humanitarian crisis and renewed debates on
international humanitarian law, civilian
protection, and the future of the Israel–
Palestine issue.

Context
The ongoing conflict began after Hamas
launched attacks on Israel in October 2023.
Israel responded with large-scale military
operations in Gaza.
Despite ceasefire efforts by international
actors, hostilities have continued
intermittently.
Recent Israeli actions indicate a possible
expansion of military control in parts of Gaza.
The situation has led to large-scale
displacement, civilian casualties, and
destruction of infrastructure.

Key Points 
Gaza is a Palestinian territory located on the
eastern Mediterranean coast.
Hamas controls Gaza, while the Palestinian
Authority governs parts of the West Bank.
The conflict has created one of the world's
largest humanitarian crises.
The United Nations has repeatedly called for
protection of civilians and unhindered
humanitarian access.

The issue remains central to West Asian
geopolitics and global security discussions.
The conflict has implications for energy security,
maritime trade routes, and regional stability.

Static Linkages
Two-State Solution.
UN Charter provisions on self-defense.
Geneva Conventions, 1949.
International Humanitarian Law (IHL).
Protection of civilians during armed conflict.
Role of the UN Security Council.
International Court of Justice (ICJ).
Principle of sovereignty and territorial integrity.
Refugee protection under international law.
India's support for a sovereign and independent
Palestinian state alongside Israel.

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Rising civilian casualties and humanitarian
distress.
Violation of principles of proportionality and
distinction under IHL.
Increased displacement and refugee concerns.
Weakening prospects of a negotiated political
settlement.
Possibility of regional escalation involving Iran
and other actors.

Israel's Perspective
National security concerns.
Elimination of terrorist threats.
Prevention of future attacks.

Palestinian Perspective
Civilian protection.
Humanitarian assistance.
Right to self-determination and statehood.

International Community's Perspective
Need for immediate ceasefire.
Protection of civilians.
Long-term political resolution through dialogue.

Way Forward
Immediate cessation of hostilities.
Ensure humanitarian corridors and aid delivery.
Strengthen adherence to International
Humanitarian Law.
Resume peace negotiations.
Revive the Two-State Solution framework.
Increase international cooperation for
reconstruction and rehabilitation.
Strengthen multilateral efforts through the UN
and regional organizations.
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