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NEET leak traumatised students, kin: SC
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS: e Citizen-Centric Governance.
Context of the News e Administrative Reforms.
* The Supreme Court expressed concern over e E-Governance and Digital Transformation.
recurring irregularities in the conduct of NEET- e Ethical Conduct in Public Service.

UG, affecting nearly 23 lakh aspirants.
* The Court highlighted the trauma caused to
students and families due to examination

Constitutional & Governance Dimensions
Relevant Constitutional Provisions

cancellations and paper leaks. e Article 14 - Equality before Law.

* |tcriticized the National Testing Agency (NTA) « Article 21 - Right to Life including fair
for lack of institutional capacity, opportunities and procedural fairness.
accountability, and continuity in examination « Article 38 - Promotion of social justice.
management. * Article 41 - Right to education and public

The Court directed the Ministry of Education to
explain measures being taken to strengthen
NTA's institutional framework.

NTA informed the Court that NEET-UG will be
shifted to Computer-Based Test (CBT) mode
from the next examination cycle.

A High-Powered Committee headed by Dr. K.
Radhakrishnan is undertaking reforms in
examination governance.

Key Points
Supreme Court's Observations

Examination integrity is essential for ensuring
meritocracy and equal opportunity.
Institutional failures adversely affect lakhs of
students and undermine public trust.
Accountability must be fixed on specific
officials responsible for lapses.

Strong institutions require preservation of
institutional memory, expertise, and standard
operating procedures.

Reforms Proposed by NTA

Transition from pen-and-paper mode to CBT
mode.

Multiple sets of question papers with backup
copies.

Enhanced CCTV surveillance and preservation
of recordings.

Strict chain-of-custody protocols for
transportation of question papers.

CAPF escort and multi-agency coordination for
examination security.

assistance (Directive Principle).
e Article 51A(j) — Duty to strive towards
excellence.

Governance Principles Involved
* Transparency.

e Accountability.

* Responsiveness.

e Efficiency.

* Predictability.

* Rule of Law.

Critical Analysis
Significance
Why the Issue Matters
e NEET is India's largest medical entrance
examination.
e Examination credibility directly affects human
capital development.
e Merit-based admissions are crucial for
professional education.
e Public trust in institutions is a key pillar of
democratic governance.
Positive Developments
e Judicial scrutiny may accelerate institutional
reforms.
e Adoption of CBT can reduce risks associated
with physical paper leaks.
e Strengthened SOPs improve examination
security.
e Multi-agency coordination enhances
accountability.



Concerns

CBT implementation may face digital divide
challenges.

Cybersecurity vulnerabilities may emerge.
Repeated leaks indicate deeper institutional
weaknesses.

Absence of clear accountability mechanisms.
Ad-hoc reforms may not address systemic
governance deficits.

Challenges

Weak institutional capacity.

Inadequate technological safeguards.
Lack of specialized permanent personnel.
Poor inter-agency coordination.

Limited accountability framework.
Balancing accessibility with technological
modernization.

Way Forward

Establish a dedicated National Examination
Security Framework.

Strengthen NTA through professional staffing
and specialized cadres.

Institutionalize regular security audits.
Develop robust cybersecurity architecture.
Introduce legally enforceable accountability
mechanisms.

Create digital forensic and Al-based monitoring
systems.

Ensure equitable digital infrastructure before
full CBT rollout.

Adopt best practices from UPSC and other
high-integrity examination systems.
Strengthen grievance redressal and
whistleblower protection mechanisms.




IMD curtails its forecast
for southwest monsoon,
pushes onset date to June

NEW DELII

The India Meteorobogical
Department (IMIY) on Fri-
day lowened its forecast for
the 2026 southwest mon-
soon 1o 90% of the Long
Period  Average  (LPA),
down from the 92% It had
projected in April, and ack-
nowledged that the mon-
soon was unlikely to reach
Kerala within the four-day
window of its predicted
date of May 26,

Mruryunjay Mohapatra,
Director-General,  IMD,
said the monsoon would
now “likely arrive” in the
first week of June, The only
time the IMD erred in its
Kerala onset forecast from
20052025 was in 2015,

“It  happens  some-
times,” Mr. Mohapatra wld
The Hindu on the onset fo-
recast going wrong. “But il
it Joak al it, the monseon
system has been steadily
advancing. It i hardly
about 100 km away from
the Kerala coast. | have
said seven days, but it can
cm&san_\ﬂwe."

Jouds

a "normal” monsoon; the
Northwest, Central India,
the Southern  Peninsula
and the monsoeon core
zone that feeds most of the
country’s rain-fedd farm-
Tand are all expected to fall
short. june alone is pegged
at under 92% of its average.
D.5. Pai, who heads the
IMD's Regional Meteoro-
logical Centre in Chenna
and who co-authared the
statistical model the de-
partment uses to forecast
the Kerala onset, offered a
fimer grained account.
The had
reached the Andaman Sea

The rainfall downgr
entrenches Indias pring-
pal water source firmly in-
o “below-normal” territo-
ry that the agency
indicated in April.

Spectre of drought

Friday's warning, however,
has raised the spectre of a
drought. The IMD now
puts the probability of a
“deficient” monsoon (rain
under 90% of the LPA) at
60%. The agency does not
use the term “drought™ i
its lexicon, a nomenclature
used by the Agriculture Mi-

nistry.

Of the four broad geo-
graphical regions, only the
Northeast ks forecast to get

ontime, ghtly early,
and rain was sill falling
there, he said. “Only thing,
the wind has not
stremgthened.”

lssuing a  deficiency
warning twice before the
rain has entered Kerala is
something the IMDY has not
done since 2015, That year
offers an uncomfortable
rhyme: a mid-May onset
prediction of May 20 over-
shot 1o June 5, an April fo-
recst of 93% ot to 88% in
June, and a season that
chosed at B6%.

With the £8% rain in
204, it macle the fourth
backto-back pair of defi-
cient years in 115 years,
baoth under a bullding El

[ ot of Shangumughaen amid a
drizrle, in Thinnananthapuram, on Thursday, setsis sasmons:

Nifio. Whether 2026 will
follow suit depends on in-
trascasonal  wildcards
such as a positive Indian
Ocean Dipole (an irregular
change in sea-surface tem-
perature that alters wind
and rain patterns bt
which is now absent), a fa-
wvourable swing of the Mad-
denjulian Oscillation (an
eastward moving cloud
and rainfall near the equa-
tor every 30-60 daysh or a
timiely low-pressure system
= all of which could 1ifi the
total rainfall, while their
absence could lower it

92% chance of El Nifio

The IMI} reckons there i a

9% chance of El Nifio con-

ditions during the season -

the main reason for the ex-
shortfall,

“The problem is not just
the tetal reduction in rain-
fall, but the way the rinfall
is distributed,,” G. V. Ra-
manjaneyulu, executive di-
rector, Centre for Sustaina-
ble Agriculture, said,

“Crops can manage dry
spells of abou one week.
Beyond that, the soils are
unable to support them.
Insufficient rainfall will
prevent groundwater re-
charge. That may affect ir-
rigated crops as well, in-
cluding rice and others.”

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Why in News?

e [MD reduced the 2026 Southwest Monsoon
forecast from 92% to 90% of Long Period
Average (LPA).

e Monsoon is expected to reach Kerala in the
first week of June.

* |MD estimates a 92% probability of EL Nifio
conditions during the monsoon season.

* Thereis a 60% probability of deficient rainfall
(<90% of LPA).

UPSC Prelims Facts
Long Period Average (LPA)
e Average rainfall received over a 50-year period
(1971-2020).
e Used as the benchmark for monsoon
forecasting.

IMD Rainfall Classification

Category Rainfall (% of LPA)
Large Excess >110%

Excess 105-110%
Normal 96-104%

Below Normal 90-95%

Deficient <90%

EL Nifio
e Periodic warming of sea surface temperatures in
the central and eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean.
e Generally associated with:
o Weak Indian Monsoon
o Reduced rainfall
o Drought-like conditions
o Agricultural stress
Indian Ocean Dipole (I0D)
o Difference in sea surface temperatures between
western and eastern Indian Ocean.
e Positive IOD can partially offset adverse impacts
of EL Nifio on Indian monsoon.
Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO)
e Eastward-moving atmospheric disturbance of
clouds, rainfall, winds and pressure.
e Influences:
o Monsoon onset
o Active-break cycles of monsoon
o Cyclone formation

Mains Enrichment Points
Importance of Monsoon for India
e Contributes about 75% of annual rainfall.
e Supports nearly 50% of net sown area dependent
on rainfall.
e Critical for:
o Food security
o Groundwater recharge
o Hydropower generation
o Rural livelihoods
o Inflation management
Key Concerns
e Deficient rainfall may:
o Reduce agricultural output.
o Lower reservoir storage.
o Hamper groundwater recharge.
o Increase food inflation.
o Affect ruralincomes.
¢ Uneven distribution of rainfall is often more
damaging than lower seasonal totals.
Climate Change Dimension
e Increased frequency of:
o Extreme rainfall events.
o Longer dry spells.
o Monsoon variability.
e Challenges conventional monsoon forecasting.

Prelims Trap Areas
Remember:
e ELNiflo # Drought every year, but increases
drought probability.
e Positive IOD generally benefits Indian monsoon.
e MJO is not stationary; it moves eastward.
e Southwest Monsoon contributes nearly 75% of
India's annual rainfall.
e IMD does not officially use the term "drought"; it
classifies rainfall as deficient, below normal, etc.
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e Growing concerns over the weakening of
international law due to repeated violations of
global norms by both major and regional

powers.

e Recent conflicts and geopolitical rivalries have
exposed limitations of institutions such as the
United Nations, International Criminal Court
(ICC), and other multilateral mechanismes.

* Theissue highlights the challenge of
maintaining a rules-based international order
amid rising power politics.

Key Points

e UN Charter prohibits the use of force against
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of
states exceptin:

o Self-defence (Article 51)

o UN Security Council-authorised action
e UNCLOS (1982) governs:

o Territorial waters

o Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs)

o Freedom of navigation

o Maritime dispute resolution
e [nternational Humanitarian Law (IHL):

o Based on Geneva Conventions (1949)

o Protects civilians, prisoners of war, and

non-combatants during conflicts.
* Human Rights Regime:
o Universal Declaration of Human Rights

(1948)

o International Covenants on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR)
o |International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights (ICESCR)

Arms Control Frameworks:
o Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
o Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
(CTBT)
o New START Treaty
Environmental Governance:
o Paris Agreement
o Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
o UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC)

Static Linkages

Sovereign Equality of States

Territorial Integrity

Non-Intervention Principle

Peaceful Settlement of Disputes

Collective Security

Freedom of Navigation

Exclusive Economic Zone (200 Nautical Miles)
Geneva Conventions, 1949

Hague Conventions

International Court of Justice (ICJ)
International Criminal Court (ICC)

UN Security Council and Veto Power
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Regime

Common but Differentiated Responsibilities
(CBDR-RC)

Why is this Important for India?

India supports a rules-based international
order.

Freedom of navigation is crucial for India's
maritime trade.

Stability in West Asia affects India's energy
security.

Respect for sovereignty aligns with India's
foreign policy principles.

Strong multilateral institutions are essential for
addressing climate change, terrorism, and
emerging technologies.

Critical Analysis
Significance of International Law

Protects smaller states from coercion.
Promotes stability and predictability.
Facilitates international trade and cooperation.
Provides mechanisms for peaceful dispute
resolution.

Challenges

Selective compliance by powerful states.
UNSC veto leading to institutional paralysis.
Weak enforcement mechanisms.

Increasing geopolitical competition.

Declining trust in multilateral institutions



Implications

Rise of power politics over legal norms.
Increased regional instability.

Threats to maritime security.

Weakening of global climate and arms-control
commitments.

Way Forward

Reform the UN Security Council.
Strengthen international dispute-resolution
mechanisms.

Enhance accountability for violations of
international law.

Promote rule-based maritime governance.
Strengthen multilateral cooperation.
Develop norms for cyber security, Al, and
emerging technologies.

Improve compliance and monitoring
mechanisms under international treaties.




Concrete fever

India must mandate green cover and
reflective materials for its cities

ri Ganganagar, in Rajasthan touched 48°
Celsius this week, the hottest that India has
been this year so far. Scorching summer
heat in the run-up to the monsoon, which is de-
layed, is not unusual, but many Indians in the in-
formal sector have to work directly under the sun
in unprotected environments. Climate change is
inextricably linked to heatwaves. India Meteoro-
logical Department data show that the frequency
of heatwave spells has risen by 0.1 days per de-
cade since 1961 over India’s Core Heatwave Zone
that includes the central, northwestern, and east-
ern coastal regions, or about 30% of India’s total
land area. Their maximum duration has in-
creased by 0.55 days per decade; and the 2015-25
interval is, according to the World Meteorological
Organization, the warmest 1l-year stretch since
records began. But the emissions that produced
these numbers are only the proximate villain.
What makes India's heat uniquely lethal is not the
atmosphere alone. Urban heat islands across In-
dian cities now run 2°C to 10°C hotter than their
surrounding rural areas, the difference manufac-
tured by concrete, asphalt, the butchering of tree
cover, and the waste heat exhaled by the thou-
sands of air-conditioners cooling offices. Delhi's
average humidity rose by eight percentage points
between 201519 and 2020-24. This hasa lot to do
with an increasingly sealed urban surface than
global warming alone. This is where the seduc-
tion of the technological fix becomes dangerous
with the instinct being to reach for more, better
and cheaper ACs. This might shield the privileged
office worker at the expense of the vast majority,
many of whom are outdoor workers and street
vendors. Paradoxically, the machines are, in a
thermodynamic sense, fuelling the problem.
What is called for instead is unglamorous, slow
and politically difficult: urban design that man-
dates reflective materials and green cover, build-
ing codes calibrated to a climate that has already
shifted; and, most urgently, the enforcement of
labour laws that already exist but are honoured
largely in the breach. These laws require em-
ployers to stop outdoor work when the heat in-
dex crosses thresholds that human physiclogy
cannot safely absorb. India has not yet had a se-
rious national conversation about budget heads
for heat management.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

e Sri Ganganagar (Rajasthan) recorded 48°C, the
highest temperature in India this year.

* Delayed onset of the Southwest Monsoon has
intensified heatwave conditions across several
parts of India.

e [MD data show increasing frequency and
duration of heatwaves in India's Core Heatwave
Zone.

* Rapid urbanization and declining green cover
are amplifying the Urban Heat Island (UHI)
effect, making cities significantly hotter than
surrounding rural areas.

* Theissue highlights the growing challenge of
climate adaptation, public health protection,
urban planning, and labour welfare.

Key Points
* According to IMD:
o Heatwave frequency has increased by 0.1
days per decade since 1961.
o Heatwave duration has increased by 0.55
days per decade.
¢ Core Heatwave Zone covers:
o Northwestern India
o Central India
o Eastern Coastal India
e Urban Heat Islands can raise city temperatures
by 2°C-10°C above nearby rural areas.

Major causes:

o Concrete and asphalt surfaces

o Loss of urban green cover

o High building density

o Waste heat from vehicles and air-conditioners
Informal sector workers are the most vulnerable to heat
stress.

Excessive dependence on air-conditioning may
increase energy demand and contribute to localized
warming.

Static Linkages

Albedo effect and heat absorption by different
surfaces.

Role of vegetation in regulating local climate through
evapotranspiration.

Urbanization and environmental degradation.
Climate change as a consequence of enhanced
greenhouse effect.

Disaster risk reduction and climate adaptation.

Safe and humane working conditions as a governance
objective.

Environmental protection as a constitutional
responsibility.

Sustainable development and climate-resilient
infrastructure.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Heatwaves are emerging as one of the deadliest
climate-related disasters.

Impact extends beyond health to productivity,
livelihoods, agriculture, and energy security.
Urban Heat Island effect increases vulnerability in
densely populated cities.

Challenges

Weak implementation of Heat Action Plans.
Inadequate protection for outdoor and informal
workers.

Lack of heat-resilient urban planning.

Shrinking urban green spaces.

Rising electricity demand due to cooling requirements.

Concerns

Climate change disproportionately affects vulnerable
populations.

Existing labour safety regulations are poorly enforced.
Heat-related deaths and illnesses remain
underreported.

Way Forward

Develop a dedicated National Heat Action Framework.
Integrate heat resilience into urban master plans.
Promote cool roofs and reflective construction
materials.

Increase urban forests and green corridors.

Strengthen early warning systems and public
awareness.

Enforce heat-index-based work regulations for outdoor
labour.

Expand access to drinking water, cooling shelters, and
emergency healthcare.

Promote passive cooling and energy-efficient buildings.



Different directions

The Quad is unabbe to push toward its
worthy objectives

he Quad Foreign Ministers' Meeting this

week, the third such engagement since

.S, President Donald Trump began his
tenure, was meant to reassure all partners = In-
dia, Australia, Japan and the U5, - that the
grouping remains valid and viable, despite all the
rapid geopolitical developments. To that end,
LS. Secretary of State Marco Rubio, Australian
Foreign Affairs Minister Penmy Wong and Japa-
nese Foreign Affairs Minister Toshimitsu Motegi,
who were hosted by External Affairs Minister 5.
Jaishankar in Delhi, agreed 1o firm up a numiber
of initiatives. On Indo-Pacific maritime security,
they agreed on three initiatives including one for
Maritime Survelllance Collaboration (IPMSC), a
Pannership for Maridme Domaln Awareness
(PMDA), and a Quad-at-5¢a Ship Observer Mis-
sion. They also finalised a Quad Critical Mineral
cooperation initiative, an energy security part-
nership, and the first ever Quad infrastructural
project to build a port in Fiji. The joint statement
refterated thelr commitment to the Quad's geo-
political positions: a Free and Open Indo-Pacific
(FOIP); nes-pemnx nemumal imtegrity; counger-
g andd upholding iner-
mational Liw with a focus nn UNCLOS. The state-
ment expressed concern over the Pahalgam
attack, developments in the East and South Chi-
na Seas, and the Strait of Hormuz blockade. Yet,
there were abso dear constraints on the language,
which appeared 1o arise out of the US"s new en-
gagement with China and Russia. Quad partners
decried Iranian actions in the conflict but made
n mention of the U5 -lssael's initiation of the
conlict with Iran, the .S, torpedoing of an Ira-
nian ship in the Indian Ocean, or Washington's
talks with Tehran using Pakistan as mediator.
Each of these newly developed vectors poses a
challenge to Quad unity, while the lack of consul-
ration before and during the West Asia conflict
raises questions about the Quad’s relevance.

The future of the Quad engagement emerged

as anather concern. The Quad began at an offi-
ciaHevel in 2007, was reborm in 2017 at a higher
official level, and was upgraded to leader-level
engagement in 2021. India assumed the
chair in 2024, but has since faced dificulties in
hosting the summit. In 2024, tersions with the
U5, over the Pannun-Nijjar case delayed the sum-
mit and the Biden administration insisted on
hokding it in Baltimore, In 2025, tensions over ta-
riffs, sanctions, trade, and Operation Sindeor
claims disrupted plans for Mr. Trump and other
leaders to meet in Delhi. Mid-way through 2036,
that meeting ks yet to be scheduled and if india

lemits the Chair 10 Australia withot holding a
Sumamit, it may indicate a downgrade in engage

ment. The Quad’s regional initiatives on climate
change, health, debt financing, infrastructure
and maritime security remain a force for good in
the Indeo-Pacific. However, the grouping’s inter-
nal contradictions, particularly in the face of the
U5 unilateral moves across the world, are a
challenge. The Quad eould benefit from some re-
flection on how 1o ensure that the grouping
moves forward in tandem on its worthy objec-

tives, not as one that pulls in different directions.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

* Quad Foreign Ministers met in New Delhi to
reaffirm commitment to the grouping amid
evolving geopolitical developments.

* Member countries agreed on new initiatives
related to maritime security, critical minerals,
energy security, and infrastructure.

e Joint statement reiterated support for a Free
and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP), territorial
integrity, international law, and counter-
terrorism.

e Concerns were expressed over developments
in the East and South China Seas, the Strait of
Hormuz, and terrorism.

* Delays in convening the Quad Leaders’ Summit
have raised concerns regarding the future
trajectory and cohesion of the grouping.

Key Points
New Initiatives
* |Indo-Pacific Maritime Surveillance
Collaboration (IPMSC).
* |Indo-Pacific Partnership for Maritime Domain
Awareness (IPMDA).
* Quad-at-Sea Ship Observer Mission.
e Quad Critical Minerals Initiative.
* Energy Security Partnership.
e First Quad infrastructure project: Development
of a port in Fiji.

Strategic Focus Areas
* Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP).
e Maritime security and freedom of navigation.
e Supply chain resilience.
e Critical mineral security.
e Counter-terrorism cooperation.
* Rules-based international order under
UNCLOS.
Significance for India
e Strengthens India's Indo-Pacific strategy.
e Supports SAGAR (Security and Growth for Allin
the Region).
* Enhances maritime domain awareness in the
Indian Ocean Region.
e Reduces dependence on concentrated critical
mineral supply chains.
e Expands India's engagement with Pacific Island
countries.

Static Linkages

* Quad established in 2007, revived in 2017.

e Members: India, USA, Japan, Australia.

e Quad is not a military alliance.

e UNCLOS (1982) provides the legal framework
for maritime governance.

e Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) extends up to
200 nautical miles.

¢ India's maritime vision: SAGAR.

* |ndo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI) launched
in 2019.

e Critical minerals include lithium, cobalt, nickel,
graphite, and rare earth elements.

e Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs) are vital
for global trade and energy security.

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Strengthens maritime security architecture in
the Indo-Pacific.
* Promotes resilient supply chains and critical
mineral cooperation.
e Enhances strategic coordination among major
democracies.
e Supports regional infrastructure development.
e Reinforces rules-based international order.
Concerns
e Absence of institutional structure and treaty
obligations.
* Divergent strategic priorities among members.
e Delays in leadership-level engagement.
e Dependence on changing U.S. foreign policy
priorities.
e Potential perception as an anti-China grouping.



Challenges
* Maintaining strategic cohesion.
¢ Balancing national interests with collective
objectives.
e Ensuring continuity despite geopolitical shifts.
e Converting announced initiatives into tangible
outcomes.

Way Forward

¢ [nstitutionalize regular Quad Summits.

* Strengthen maritime information-sharing
mechanisms.

* Enhance cooperation in critical minerals and
emerging technologies.

* Expand engagement with ASEAN and Pacific
Island nations.

* Improve coordination during regional and
global crises.

e Focus on functional cooperation rather than
geopolitical rhetoric.

* Promote inclusive and rules-based regional
governance.




India, US: From estranged to engaged
to restralned democracies
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
* Recent discussions on India-US relations
highlight a shift from the Cold War-era concept
of "Estranged Democracies" to a more
pragmatic and interest-driven partnership.
e Concerns have emerged regarding increasing

transactionalism in bilateral relations amid

Ilu!l s, on display every time
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

changing global geopolitics.

* The debate gains significance in the backdrop

of:

O O O O o

Key Points

* India-US relations have evolved through three

phases:

o Estranged Democracies (Cold War period).
o Engaged Democracies (Post-1991 reforms

Quad cooperation.
Indo-Pacific strategy.
Defence and technology partnerships.
Global supply chain realignments.
India's policy of Strategic Autonomy.

and Civil Nuclear Deal).

o Restrained Democracies (Current phase
marked by strategic convergence and issue-

based differences).
* Major milestones:

o 2004: Next Steps in Strategic Partnership

(NSSP).

o 2005: India-US Civil Nuclear Agreement.
o 2016: Major Defense Partner Status.
o 2022: Initiative on Critical and Emerging

Technologies (iCET).
e Foundational Defence Agreements:
o LEMOA (2016).
o COMCASA (2018).
o BECA (2020).

e Areas of convergence:
o Indo-Pacific security.

o Counter-terrorism.

The Francial Express and was medla
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Maritime security.
Critical technologies.
Semiconductor cooperation.
Supply chain resilience.
e Areas of divergence:

o Russia-Ukraine conflict.

o Energy imports from Russia.
Trade disputes.
WTO-related issues.
Strategic autonomy concerns.

O O O

o

O O O

Static Linkages
e Non-Alignment Policy.
e Strategic Autonomy.
e Panchsheel Principles.
e Article 51 of the Constitution.
e Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG).
e Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).
e Balance of Power Theory.
e |Indo-Pacific Concept.
e Soft Power and Diaspora Diplomacy.
e Multi-Alignment in Foreign Policy.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Strengthens India's position in the Indo-Pacific.
¢ Enhances defence modernization.
e Facilitates technology transfer.
e Supports supply chain diversification.
e |ncreases investment and trade opportunities.
Challenges
e US sanctions regime affecting India's strategic
choices.
e Dependence on external technology.
e Divergence over Russia and West Asia.
e Trade protectionism.
e Uncertainty due to changing US administrations.
UPSC Angle
¢ India seeks partnership, not alliance.
e Strategic autonomy remains the cornerstone of
Indian foreign policy.
e Bilateral cooperation is increasingly driven by
national interests rather than ideological
alignment.

Way Forward

e Strengthen technology partnerships under iCET.

e Expand defence co-development and co-
production.

e Deepen cooperation in semiconductors, Al and
critical minerals.

e Maintain strategic autonomy while expanding
strategic partnerships.

e Resolve trade disputes through institutional
mechanisms.

e Promote reforms in global governance
institutions.

e Enhance maritime cooperation in the Indo-
Pacific.



On fertiliser, Centre and
states must align policy

RIME MINISTER Narendra Modi wants Indian farmers

o cut consumption of chernical fertilisers by 25-50 per

cent, inorder to conserve prechous forelgn exchange as

wellzs protect the long-term fertility of Indian sofls. How-
&ver, the govemments in Uttar Pradesh, Madbya Pradesh and
Maharashtraaredoing the opposite. All three — My Mone may
follcwr — have i that ersand suppliers ol sub-
sidised fertilisers such as urea and di-ammonium phosphate
(DAP) cannot sell mutrient products where no govemmseent sub-
sidy or price controds anein place. In other words, fertiliser com-
panies can sell only those products whose wsage is belng disoour-
aged by the Modi government. They have been banned from
selling amy bio, nano, water-soluble and iquid speciality fenilisers
or micronutrients and bio-stimulants.

The ban orders are not only an example of the Centre and
stabess workdng at cross purposes, but also of exse of doing business
oing intoreverse, Mostofthe non-subsidised mutrient products
Tbeing marketd by the likes of 1foo, Coromandel International
and Yara Fertilisers ape applied in low doses for high-value crops
suchasgrapes, appleand pomegranate. Moreover, they ane noti-
fied under the Centre's Fertiliser Control Order after field trials

for bio-efficacy and texicology conducted by the Indian Council
of Agricultural Research, What incentive would companbes have
now to innovate and introduce such products that can deliver
nutrients moreefficiently cither straight into the plant’s root zone
viadrip irrigation oronto keaves by foliarapplication? 1fithe Modi
government ks serious about weaning away farmers from urea
and DAP — whose applied nutrients are maore prone to volatil-
Isatéon, leaching of locking in solls than being available for uptake
by crops — it should crack down on states that are sending
contrary signals to the industry and farmers al ke,

India hasenough land, waterand sunshine for growing crops.
Bastthat's not the case with fertilisers, where it is overwhelmingly
import-dependent. In 2025-26, the country’s impornsof fertiliser
inputs and products were valued at about $272 billion. The un-
resolved West Asia conflict and closure of the Strait of Hormuz
could result inthat bill even surpassing the 2022-23 high of $33.4
billion post Bussia’s irmashon of Ulaadne, The current crists i both
amoment of reckoning and an opportunity to transfonm theexdst-
ing prochuct-specific fertiliser subsidy regime into an expanded
PM-Kisan 20 direct income Suppor progranime. When fertiliser
prices are market-determined, famers will stan using the right
nutrients in the requined quantities for theircrops. And theywill
beenabled even more when guarantesd aminimum income per
ACTE PET CTOP.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

* The Union Government has advocated
reducing chemical fertilizer consumption by
25-50% to improve soil health, promote
sustainable agriculture, and reduce import
dependence.

e Some states have imposed restrictions on the
sale of certain non-subsidised fertilizers such
as bio-fertilizers, nano-fertilizers,
micronutrients, and specialty fertilizers.

* Theissue highlights policy divergence between
the Centre's objective of balanced nutrient
management and state-level regulatory
measures.

* Rising fertilizer import dependence and
subsidy burden have brought fertilizer reforms
into focus.

Key Points
¢ [ndiais heavily dependent on imports for
phosphatic and potassic fertilizers.
e Fertilizer imports were estimated at around
$27.2 billion in 2025-26.
e Excessive use of urea has led to:
o Soil nutrient imbalance.
o Declining soil fertility.
o Groundwater contamination.
o Increased greenhouse gas emissions.
e Specialty fertilizers improve nutrient-use
efficiency and reduce wastage.
* Fertilizers are regulated under the Fertiliser
(Control) Order (FCO), 1985.

Fertilizer subsidy remains a major component of
agricultural expenditure.

Balanced fertilizer use is critical for sustainable
agricultural growth.

Static Linkages
Important Facts

Agriculture is a State List subject (Entry 14, State List).
Fertilizers fall under the Essential Commodities
framework and are regulated through FCO, 1985.

N:P:K ratio recommended for balanced nutrition is
4:2:1; several states record much higher nitrogen use.
Integrated Nutrient Management (INM) promotes
balanced use of organic and inorganic nutrient sources.
Soil Health Card Scheme provides crop-specific
nutrient recommendations.

Nutrient-Based Subsidy (NBS) applies to P&K fertilizers;
urea remains outside NBS.

PM-PRANAM promotes reduction in chemical fertilizer
consumption.

Nano Urea has been developed to enhance nitrogen-
use efficiency.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reduces import dependence and foreign exchange
outflow.

Improves long-term soil health.

Encourages sustainable agriculture practices.
Promotes innovation in nutrient management
technologies.

Concerns

Conflicting Centre-State policies create uncertainty.
Restrictions may discourage adoption of advanced
fertilizers.

Continued subsidy distortions encourage excessive
urea use.

Low farmer awareness regarding balanced nutrient
application.

Challenges

High fertilizer subsidy burden.

Regional imbalance in fertilizer consumption.

Weak agricultural extension services.

Dependence on imported raw materials.

Limited adoption of precision farming technologies.

Way Forward

Expand Integrated Nutrient Management practices.
Strengthen Soil Health Card-based fertilizer
application.

Promote nano-fertilizers and bio-fertilizers.

Rationalize fertilizer subsidies towards balanced
nutrient use.

Encourage precision agriculture and fertigation.
Improve Centre-State policy coordination.

Enhance farmer awareness through extension services.
Reduce import dependence through domestic capacity
enhancement.

Link incentives to sustainable nutrient-use practices.



Meanwhile, Israel goeson
with its wrecking ball

N A clear violation of the October 2025 Donald Trump-

brokered ceasefire between Israel and Hamas, Benjamin

Netanyahu said on Thursday that he had ordered the mili-

tary to take control of 70 per cent of Gaza, where the popu-
lation iscrammed into thelittle territory that remains habitable.
That Israel was notabiding by the ceasefire had long been evident
fromitscontinued strikes on Gaza even as West Asia wasengulfed
bythe Iranwar. Yet it is difficult not towonder if Netamyahu'sdedi-
sion to escalate further, at this particular moment, serves his
political objectives ahead of the country’sfirst electionssince Ha-
mas’s homific October 7, 2023 terror attack.

The past fewweeks have not gone Netanyahu's way. Tel Aviv
haslargelybeensidelined in the talks between Tehran and Wash-
ington aimed at endinga war that the US and Israel jointly initi-
ated. Trump and Netanyahu's tense phone call a few days ago
underscored their differing approachestoIran, an inevitabledi-
vergence giventhe war's growing unpopularity in the USand the
mounting political costs for the Trump administration. Netamy-
ahu's apparent pursuit of eternal war follows a familiar script: Pro-
long conflict for political self-preservation and todefer domestic
accountability for the October 7 security failure. In more than two
years, Israel has failed toachieve its stated objective of destroying
Hamas, even as it haskilled at least 75,000 civilians and reduced
Gaza to dust and ashes.

When Trump emerged as the unlikely peacemaker in Gaza,
there was a senseof optimism about resolvingthe Israel-Palestine
conflict. Announcing his 20-point plan and the “Board of Peace”,
the US president had declared: “The people of Gaza have suffered
long enough. The time is NOW.” Sincethen, however, Israel's re-
peated violations of the ceasefire have effectively shredded the
plan, while the peace board is yet to receive any of the billions of
dollars pledged by donors. Peace in Gaza requires Israeli restraint
andan institutional credibility capable of assuaging Palestinian
fears. Netanyahu's latest order does precisely the opposite. And
theone manwho claims he can make the Israeli PM do “whatever
I'want him todo” hasturned a blind eye.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Why in News?

* |srael has announced an expansion of military
operations in Gaza despite international calls
for a ceasefire.

e The development has intensified the
humanitarian crisis and renewed debates on
international humanitarian law, civilian
protection, and the future of the Israel-
Palestine issue.

Context

e The ongoing conflict began after Hamas
launched attacks on Israel in October 2023.

* [srael responded with large-scale military
operations in Gaza.

* Despite ceasefire efforts by international
actors, hostilities have continued
intermittently.

* Recent Israeli actions indicate a possible
expansion of military control in parts of Gaza.

e The situation has led to large-scale
displacement, civilian casualties, and
destruction of infrastructure.

Key Points

* Gazais a Palestinian territory located on the
eastern Mediterranean coast.

e Hamas controls Gaza, while the Palestinian
Authority governs parts of the West Bank.

e The conflict has created one of the world's
largest humanitarian crises.

e The United Nations has repeatedly called for
protection of civilians and unhindered
humanitarian access.

* Theissue remains central to West Asian
geopolitics and global security discussions.

* The conflict has implications for energy security,
maritime trade routes, and regional stability.

Static Linkages
e Two-State Solution.
¢ UN Charter provisions on self-defense.
e Geneva Conventions, 1949.
¢ |nternational Humanitarian Law (IHL).
e Protection of civilians during armed conflict.
* Role of the UN Security Council.
* International Court of Justice (ICJ).
* Principle of sovereignty and territorial integrity.
e Refugee protection under international law.
* India's support for a sovereign and independent
Palestinian state alongside Israel.

Critical Analysis
Concerns
¢ Rising civilian casualties and humanitarian
distress.
¢ Violation of principles of proportionality and
distinction under IHL.
¢ Increased displacement and refugee concerns.
e Weakening prospects of a negotiated political
settlement.
e Possibility of regional escalation involving Iran
and other actors.
Israel's Perspective
¢ National security concerns.
e Elimination of terrorist threats.
* Prevention of future attacks.
Palestinian Perspective
e Civilian protection.
* Humanitarian assistance.
* Right to self-determination and statehood.
International Community's Perspective
* Need for immediate ceasefire.
* Protection of civilians.
e Long-term political resolution through dialogue.

Way Forward

¢ Immediate cessation of hostilities.

e Ensure humanitarian corridors and aid delivery.

e Strengthen adherence to International
Humanitarian Law.

e Resume peace negotiations.

* Revive the Two-State Solution framework.

¢ Increase international cooperation for
reconstruction and rehabilitation.

e Strengthen multilateral efforts through the UN
and regional organizations.
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