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‘Iran, U.S. in tentative
ceasefire deal; awaits
Trump’s approval

Assoclated Press
WASHINGTON

Negotiators from the U.S.
and Iran reached a tenta-
tive agreement on Thurs-
day to extend the ceasefire
in the 3-month-old war by
60 days and launch talks
on lran's nuclear pro-
gramme, according to a
U, official familiar with
the matter while noting
that U.S. President Donald
Trump has yet to sign off
onit.

While Tehran did not
immediately confirm any
deal, Iran's Tasnim news
agency, citing a source
close to the negotiating
team, said that the text of a
potential memorandum of
understanding (Moll) had
not yel been finalised or
confirmed, and that re-
ports from Western sourc-
es making such claims
were false, The possibility
of an Mol comes as the fra-
gile ceasefire appeared to
be wavering. The latest
flare-up in fighting hap-

from the vital waterway
within 30 days. The US,,
meanwhile, would gra-
dually lift its naval block-
ade on the strait and also
agree to relax sanctions, al-
lowing Iran to sell more of
its oil, the official said.

Enriched uranium
Among the first issues to be
negotiated during the ex-
tended ceasefire is what
will happen to Iran’s highly
enriched uranium, the offi-
cial said. Iran has not pu-
blicly committed o giving
up the stockpile, which is
believed to buried under a
trio of nuclear sites that
were badly damaged by
U5, air strikes last year.

Kuwait had earlier an-
nounced an attack on its
territory, and Iran said it
had retaliated for strikes
earlier in the week by firing
on a US. base in a Gulf
state it did not name,

The exchange unfolded
after U.S. officials said on
Wednesday they launched

Located between Iran and Oman/UAE.
Connects:

o Persian Gulf & Gulf of Oman ¢ Arabian Sea
Considered the world's most important oil
transit chokepoint.

Nearly one-fifth of global oil consumption
passes through this route.

Major exporters dependent on the strait:
Saudi Arabia

Iraq

Kuwait

UAE

Qatar

° Iran
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Iran Nuclear Issue

Iran is a member of the Nuclear Non-

pened less than a day ear-  strikes on Iran, shooting

Proliferation Treaty (NPT).
cepied sl i from  drone ha posad s trt  Nuclear activities are monitored by the
Iran, accordingto US. Cen-  around the strait and hit-
i R - bl i International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).
f@{ﬁ?ﬁﬁiﬁ% e s e e The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
Hormu (JCPOA), 2015 sought to limit Iran's nuclear
programme in exchange for sanctions relief.
e The U.S. withdrew from the JCPOA in 2018,
leading to renewed tensions.

Hormuz and that it will RELATED REPORTS ON
have to remove all mines  » PAGE 14

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Why in News?

¢ The United States and Iran are reportedly
negotiating a 60-day extension of the ceasefire
while initiating discussions on Iran's nuclear
programme.

* The proposed arrangement includes issues
relating to the Strait of Hormuz, sanctions
relief, maritime security, and Iran's stockpile of
enriched uranium.

Strategic Importance for India
* Indiaimports around 85% of its crude oil
requirements.
e Asignificant portion of India's energy imports
passes through the Strait of Hormuz.
* Any disruption may lead to:

e The development has implications for global

energy security, maritime trade, West Asian
geopolitics, and India's strategic interests.

Rising crude oil prices.
Imported inflation.
Widening Current Account Deficit (CAD).

Pressure on the rupee.
Increased subsidy burden.

O O O O O

Context
e The ceasefire between the U.S. and Iran

remains fragile amid continued military Static Linkages
incidents in the Gulf region' e Transit Passage under UNCLOS, 1982.

 Negotiations reportedly focus on: e Maritime chokepoints and global trade routes.

o Freedom of navigation through the Strait of Nuclear non-proliferation architecture:
Hormuz. ° NPT
o Removal of naval mines from the waterway. © IAEA Safeguards

o Future of Iran's highly enriched uranium o Comprehensive Safeguards Agreements.
stockpile. e Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) as an

energy security mechanism.
e Geopolitical significance of West Asia in global
energy markets.

o Gradual sanctions relief and resumption of
Iranian oil exports.

e Theissue has gained importance because any
disruption in the Strait of Hormuz directly
impacts global crude oil supply chains and
energy prices.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities
* Reduced risk of regional escalation.
e Stability in global energy markets.
e Possible revival of diplomatic engagement.
* Improved maritime security in the Gulf.

Key Points
Strait of Hormuz




Challenges

Deep mistrust between the U.S. and Iran.
Uncertainty regarding Iran's enriched uranium
stockpile.

Regional rivalries involving Israel and Gulf
countries.

Verification and compliance concerns.
Potential disruption to energy supplies if
negotiations fail.

India's Concerns

Energy import dependence.
Inflationary impact of rising oil prices.
Safety of Indian diaspora in West Asia.
Maritime trade security.

Way Forward

Promote diplomatic resolution through
multilateral engagement.

Strengthen IAEA-led verification mechanisms.
Ensure freedom of navigation under
international law.

Expand India's Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Diversify crude oil import sources.
Accelerate renewable energy transition to
reduce external vulnerability.

Enhance maritime cooperation in the Indian
Ocean Region.




Chandrayaan-2 identifies ‘possible
presence’ of ice in lunar south pole

The Hindu Burcau
BENGALURU

Nearly six years after it was
launched, India's second
moon  mission  Chan-
drayaan-2 continues to
provide valuable data on
the satellite.

In a new finding, scien-
tists have found the possi-
ble presence of sub-surface
ice in the Lunar South Po-
lar Region. These were the
findings of scientists from
the Physical Research Lab-
oratory (PRL) who used
observations from the
Chandrayaan-2's Dual Fre-
quency Synthetic Aperture
Radar (DFSAR) payload.

In this study, the scien-
tists focused on doubly

&

Lunar shades: In the study, the scientists focused on spedial craters.

Iocated in permanently shadawed regions of the maan, P11

shadowed craters, which
are special craters located
in permanently shadowed
regions  (PSRs) of the
moon.

Due o continuous
shielding from  sunlight

and thermal radiation,
these regions remain ex-
tremely cold (tempera-
tures -25K) and are consi-
dered favourable locations
for preserving water-ice ov-
er long geological times-

cales. Using advanced ra-
dar polarimetric analysis,
the scientists identified ra-
dar signatures consistent
with the possible presence
of sub-surface ice beneath
the floors of four doubly
shadowed craters in the lu-
mar South Polar Region.

“Among the investigared
craters, one crater of 1.1 km
diameter within the Fausti-
ni crater shows particular-
Iy strong evidence of sub-
surface ice, supported by
bath radar observations
and distinctive lobate-rim
morphological characteris-
tics," the ISRO added.

The findings are expect-
ed to have significant im-
plications for future lunar
exploration missions.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

e Scientists from PRL using DFSAR data from
Chandrayaan-2 Orbiter have found evidence
suggesting the presence of sub-surface water
ice in the Lunar South Polar Region.

e The study focused on Doubly Shadowed
Craters (DSCs) within Permanently Shadowed
Regions (PSRs).

e Acrater inside the Faustini Crater showed the
strongest indication of sub-surface ice.

e The finding has significance for future lunar
missions and human habitation on the Moon.

Points for Exam
DFSAR (Dual Frequency Synthetic Aperture Radar)
e Payload onboard Chandrayaan-2 Orbiter.
e Operates in L-band and S-band frequencies.
e Capable of detecting sub-surface ice and
studying lunar regolith.
Permanently Shadowed Regions (PSRs)
e Located near the lunar poles.
¢ Form due to the Moon's low axial tilt (~1.5°).
* Receive little or no sunlight throughout the
year.
e Actas "cold traps" where water ice can survive
for billions of years.
Doubly Shadowed Craters (DSCs)
e Smaller craters located inside larger PSRs.
e Protected from both sunlight and reflected
thermal radiation.
e Considered ideal locations for preserving water
ice.
Importance of Lunar Ice
e Source of water, oxygen, and hydrogen fuel.
* Supports In-Situ Resource Utilization (ISRU).
e Critical for future lunar bases and deep-space
exploration.

Static Linkages

e Chandrayaan-1(2008) first provided evidence
of water molecules on the Moon.

e Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) is an active
remote sensing system that works independent
of sunlight.

e The Lunar South Pole is a priority region for
future lunar exploration due to potential water
reserves.

Significance
e Strengthens India's role in lunar science.
e Supports future robotic and human lunar
missions.
e Demonstrates continued scientific utility of
Chandrayaan-2.
Challenges
e Evidence is indirect and requires ground
verification.
e Extraction of lunar ice remains technologically
challenging.



Contradictions within India’s cow protection regime
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e Reflects cultural and social sentiments associated
with cow protection.
Concerns
e |ncreased burden on farmers maintaining
unproductive cattle.

Context of the News
* The Calcutta High Court recently upheld the
West Bengal Government's notification issued
under the West Bengal Animal Slaughter

Control Act, 1950. e Growth in stray cattle population affecting

* The notification mandates a government- agricultural productivity.
issued Certificate of Fitness before the ¢ Lack of adequate fodder, veterinary services and
slaughter of cows, bulls, bullocks, or buffaloes. cattle shelters.

e The development has reignited debates ¢ Potential conflict with individual food choices and
regarding: privacy rights.

e Economicimpact on livestock-related industries and
rural households.
Constitutional Perspective
e Balancing:

o Effectiveness of cow protection laws.
o Livestock conservation.

o Farmers' economic interests.

o]

Fundamental Rights versus Directive o Article 48 (DPSP) - Cow protection.
Principles of State Policy (DPSPs). o Article 21 - Personal liberty and privacy.
o Article 25 - Religious freedom.
Key Points e Demonstrates the continuing tension between
 Article 48 directs the State to prohibit the socio-cultural objectives and individual rights.

slaughter of cows, calves and other milch and
draught cattle.

* More than 20 States have enacted laws
regulating or prohibiting cow slaughter.

Way Forward
e Shift focus from prohibition-centric policies to
scientific cattle management.
e Strengthen implementation of the Rashtriya Gokul

o Mohd. Hanif Quareshi v. State of Bihar Mission.
(1958):Supreme Court held that cow e Expand fodder development and veterinary
slaughter on Bakr-Eid is not an essential infrastructure.
Islamic religious practice. e Promote cattle insurance and farmer support
o K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India mechanisms.

e Establish sustainable models for maintenance of
unproductive cattle.
e Encourage breed improvement and productivity

(2017):Recognised food choices as part of
privacy and personal liberty under Article
21.

. L. ) enhancement.
* Livestock Censu§ trends |nd|'cate. e Develop a balanced policy framework integrating
o Cow population growth since 1951: ~49.6%. conservation, livelihoods and constitutional values.

o Buffalo population growth: ~153.8%.




Brinkmanship in the age of growing conflict
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

e Recent tensions involving Iran and the Strait of
Hormuz have revived discussions on
brinkmanship in international relations.

e Brinkmanship refers to a strategy of
deliberately escalating a crisis to force an
adversary to concede without engaging in full-

scale war.

* The concept gained prominence during the
Cold War, particularly during the Berlin
Blockade (1948-49) and Cuban Missile Crisis

(1962).

Key Points

e Brinkmanship involves pushing a conflict to the
edge of war to gain strategic advantage.
* Modern forms include:
o Terrorism-based brinkmanship.
o Proxy warfare.
o Economic coercion and sanctions.
o Maritime coercion in strategic waterways.
* Important contemporary examples:
o Russia-Ukraine conflict.
o U.S.-Iran tensions.
o China's actions in the South China Sea.
o North Korea's nuclear and missile
diplomacy.
e Strategic chokepoints such as the Strait of
Hormuz play a crucial role in global energy

security.

Static Linkages
e Cuban Missile Crisis (1962).
e Berlin Blockade (1948-49).
e Deterrence Theory.

e Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD).
e Balance of Power.
* Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), 1968.

e United Nations Charter (Peaceful Settlement of

Disputes).

UNCLOS, 1982.
Strait of Hormuz, Strait of Malacca, Bab-el-
Mandeb, Suez Canal.
India's Nuclear Doctrine:
o No First Use (NFU).
o Credible Minimum Deterrence.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Acts as a deterrent against adversaries.

May compel negotiations without full-scale
war.

Enables weaker states to challenge stronger
powers asymmetrically.

Concerns

Risk of accidental military escalation.

Threat to global peace and stability.

Disruption of energy supplies and trade routes.
Weakening of international institutions and
diplomacy.

Increased role of non-state actors and proxy
groups.

Impact on India

Higher crude oil prices due to instability in
West Asia.

Threat to energy security and trade.
Challenges for Indian diaspora in conflict
regions.

Need for balanced diplomacy and strategic
autonomy.

Way Forward

Strengthen diplomatic engagement and
conflict-resolution mechanisms.

Enhance the role of the United Nations and
multilateral institutions.

Promote adherence to international law and
UNCLOS.

Develop crisis communication channels among
major powers.

Diversify energy imports and strategic
petroleum reserves.

Strengthen maritime security cooperation in
the Indian Ocean Region.



flaws

The Supreme Court should have
scrutinised the SIRS problematic record

he Supreme Court's verdict on Wednes-
day upholding the ECI's $IR of the electo-
ral rolls as *an advancement towarnds free
and fair elections” arrives long after the SIR be-
came a settled fact in Bihar and the exercise car-
ried out in 12 other States and Undon Territories
in phase 2. For months, the Court refused to
weigh in on the constitutionality of the exercise,
in Association for Democratic Reforms vs ECI, and
proceeded instead with administrative and man-
agerial decisions, The impact of an unimpeded
exercise was a net trim of the rolls by more than
10%, with nearly 6.5 crore deletions and, crucial-
by, an unexplained and curious fall in the gender
ratio in the rolls of most States except Tamil Na-
du. In West Bengal, the flaws of the SIR led 1o ar-
bitrary defetions and the systematic exclusion of
a large section of minorities and the underprivi-
leged, with statistical exercises indicating thar
this influenced poll outcomes in many consti-
wencies. The Court’s interventions on the SIR re-
mained largely supervisory untl Wednesday,
when it delivered a judgment that can only be
called a retrospective validation of the process.
It has at last decided the constinatonal ques-
tion, and decided whether the SIR was propar-
tionate and free of arbitrary exclusion as imple-
mented, But it did not adequately confront the
record of the implementation, Its reasoning en-
gages the SIR in theory rather than ks practice.
To the petitioners’ contention that Section 21(3)
of the Representation of the People Act authoris-
es only targeted, constituency-specific revision
and not a State-wide dragnet, the Court held that
the word “any™ cannot be read down to “only,”
and that a systemic problem ef migration and
churn needed to be remedied systematically. But
it overlooked that Section 21{3) is an exceptional
power that omits the "prescribed manner” safe-
guard binding ordinary roll revisions. On the ob-
jection that requiring crones of already-enrolled
electors to prove their eligibility afresh inverts
the presumption that those electors are valid, the
Court offered a distinction between an “adjudica-
tory”™ exercise, where that presumption holds,
and an “inguisitorial® one, where it does not. The
prior judgment in Lal Babu Hussein (1995), which
had insisted that any removal be reasoned and in-
dividuated, was confined to its own facts. Yet, the
Court’s assurance that the presumption survives
is not borne out when the SIR requires the elec-
tor to prove an entitlement already held, An aceu-
rane roll, as the Court rightly argues, is the foun-
dation of a genuine election. This is why the
potentially wrongful deletion of lawful voters
through a hurried process under a demanding
election-driven deadline hits electoral integrity.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

Supreme Court upheld the Election
Commission of India’s (ECI) Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.

The Court termed the exercise an important
step towards ensuring free and fair elections.
The challenge was filed against the legality of

large-scale electoral roll revisions conducted in

several States.

Petitioners argued that the exercise resulted in
arbitrary deletion of voters and imposed an
unreasonable burden on already registered
electors.

The judgment examined the scope of ECI’s
powers under the Representation of the
People Act, 1950.

Key Points

Supreme Court upheld EClI's authority to
undertake Special Intensive Revision of
electoral rolls.

Court interpreted Section 21(3) of the
Representation of the People Act, 1950
broadly, allowing large-scale revision where
necessary.

Electoral roll accuracy was recognized as a
prerequisite for free and fair elections.
Court distinguished between:

o Adjudicatory proceedings (individual eligibility
disputes).

o Verification exercises conducted by ECI.

Concerns raised during litigation:

o Large-scale deletion of voters.

o Possible exclusion of migrants and vulnerable
groups.

o Burden on existing electors to re-establish
eligibility.

o Questions regarding procedural fairness.

Static Linkages

Article 324 - Powers and functions of Election
Commission.

Article 325 - One general electoral roll; prohibition
of exclusion based on religion, race, caste or sex.
Article 326 — Universal Adult Suffrage.
Representation of the People Act, 1950.
Representation of the People Act, 1951.
Electoral Roll Revision Process.

Principle of Natural Justice.

Rule of Law.

Free and Fair Elections as part of Basic Structure
Doctrine.

Judicial Review under Articles 32 and 226.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens electoral roll accuracy.

Helps eliminate duplicate, shifted, deceased and
ineligible entries.

Enhances credibility of elections.

Reinforces ECI’s constitutional mandate under
Article 324.

Concerns

Risk of wrongful deletion of genuine voters.
Documentation burden on poor and migrant
populations.

Potential exclusion of marginalized groups.
Limited opportunity for individualized hearings.
Electoral integrity requires both clean rolls and
maximum voter inclusion.

Constitutional Issues

Electoral purity vs Inclusive Democracy.
Administrative efficiency vs Natural Justice.
Institutional autonomy of ECI vs Judicial oversight.
Right to Vote as a statutory right linked with
democratic participation.

Way Forward

Ensure robust appeal and grievance-redress
mechanisms.

Mandatory notice before deletion from electoral
rolls.

Periodic independent audit of roll revision exercises.
Technology-enabled verification with human
oversight.

Special facilitation for migrants, women, elderly and
vulnerable groups.
Greater transparency in publication of revision data.
Strengthening voter awareness programmes.



India must be alive to challenges posed
by advanced encryption algorithms
Ive mew DST Task Force report on making
India's digital ecosystems quantum-safe
is a product of contemplating a threat
that Is both long-term and urgent. Today, public-
key cryptography underpins online kdentity pro-
tection and secure communications. Iis protec-
tive ability rests on mathematical problems that
conventional computers cannot solve efficiently;
thus, the information is. *hidden’ behind a lock
whose key & the solution to such a problem. Ho-
wever, a sufficiently capable quantum computer
could use, say, Shor's algorithm to open this lock
in minutes or hours, Symmetric cryptography,
such as AES encryption, is less threatened by the
adwent of quantum computers but the existential
exposure is nonetheless concentrated in public-
key infrastructure, which secures everything
from HTTPS to telecommunication networks,
The shorter-term problem is the possibility of a
bad actor harvesting encrypied data today and
decrypting them later using quantum compu-
ters. Post-quantum crypeography (PQC) is soft-
ware that can run on conventional compiters
but with the added benefit of resisting attacks
from quantum computers. The DST report re-
commensds three post-quantum standards final-
sed i 2024 10 plan India’s efforts on the post-
quantum effort and that it begin migrating o this
architeciure. This prudent advice must be fol-
bowed, especially viz-iwis critical infraseructune,
financial services, power grids, and defence.

The migration mmmrmuwemf'q—day
whed g
puhl.'lc-tey cryptography — is pushed back from
the report’s expected 2029, indeed, experts dis-
agree on this peint, altheugh the mainstream
wiew is that both =(-day” and migration will take
at least a decade. Cryprography ks In practice a
set of dependencies often spread across — within,
say, a ministry - databases, legacy hardware,
vendor software, authentication protocols, and
control systems, Thus, the challenges of the
sprawling organisational transition must not be
underestimated, Moreover, since advanced Al
can autonomously compromise the software
Layer today and quantum computers threaten the
mathematics of encryption tomarmow, the threat
surface is nuch karger than what "Q-day® alone
portends, The report recommends the wider
adoption of POC and, in environments requiring

higher security assurances, the more technically
demanding quanltlm key distribution (QKD) as
well. Far In 1t mean  new budgetary allo-
mmo‘alltasl 5,000 crome; upgrading legacy
infrastructure for imeroperability; rtionalising
rrldmd\wldm and Hustfr!m and retaining
as QKD are rare to-
day. Indix mu_u al.w perfodically rexssess iis
eeds QR poses
between secu.rl and operational effichency.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

* The Department of Science and Technology
(DST) Task Force has recommended that India
begin transitioning to a quantum-safe digital
ecosystem.

e The report warns that future quantum
computers may break existing public-key
cryptography, which currently secures
banking, e-governance, telecommunications,
defence networks, and digital communications.

e [t recommends adoption of Post-Quantum
Cryptography (PQC) standards and selective
deployment of Quantum Key Distribution
(QKD) for critical sectors.

e The concern arises from the possibility of
adversaries collecting encrypted data today
and decrypting it later using quantum
computers ("Harvest Now, Decrypt Later"
threat).

Key Points
Post-Quantum Cryptography (PQC)

* Cryptographic algorithms designed to remain
secure against attacks from quantum
computers.

e Can run on existing classical computers.

* Intended to replace vulnerable public-key
cryptographic systems.

Quantum Threat

e Current encryption systems such as RSA rely
on mathematical problems that are difficult for
classical computers.

e A sufficiently powerful quantum computer
could solve these problems using Shor’s
Algorithm.

e Critical sectors at risk:

Defence communications

Banking and financial systems

Power grids

Telecommunications

o Digital governance platforms

Quantum Key Distribution (QKD)

e Uses principles of quantum mechanics for
secure key exchange.

* Any interception attempt can be detected.

* Provides very high security but requires
specialized infrastructure.

Recommendations of DST Task Force

e Immediate planning for migration to PQC.

* Priority protection for critical infrastructure.

e Development of indigenous cryptographic
capabilities.

e Creation of skilled human resources in
quantum technologies.

e Periodic reassessment of technological and
security requirements.

O O O o

Static Linkages
National Quantum Mission (NQM)
e Approved in 2023.
e Qutlay: ¥6,003.65 crore (2023-31).
* Objectives:
Quantum Computing
Quantum Communication
Quantum Sensing & Metrology
o Quantum Materials & Devices
Cyber Security Ecosystem
e CERT-In: National nodal agency for
cybersecurity incidents.
e Digital India Programme: Expanding digital
infrastructure requiring robust cybersecurity.
e National Cyber Security Policy, 2013.
Important Concepts
Quantum Computing:
o Superposition
o Entanglement
o Quantum Interference
e CIA Triad:
o Confidentiality
o Integrity
o Availability

o O O

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Strengthens India's cyber resilience.



Protects critical infrastructure from future
threats.

Supports Digital India and national security
objectives.

Promotes technological self-reliance.

Challenges

High transition costs.

Legacy systems compatibility issues.
Shortage of quantum cybersecurity experts.
Dependence on foreign technology and
vendors.

Balancing security with operational efficiency.

Way Forward

Implement a phased national PQC migration
strategy.

Prioritize defence, finance, energy, and
telecom sectors.

Strengthen indigenous quantum research and
innovation.

Expand capacity-building under the National
Quantum Mission.

Establish national standards and testing
frameworks.

Promote industry—academia—-government
collaboration.
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Context

The Supreme Court upheld the constitutional
validity of the Election Commission of India's
(ECI) Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls.

The Court held that maintaining accurate
electoral rolls is essential for free and fair
elections.

Concerns were raised regarding possible
exclusion of genuine voters due to
documentation and verification requirements.
The judgment has renewed debate on
balancing electoral integrity with universal
voter inclusion.

Key Points

Electoral rolls form the foundation of India's
electoral democracy.
ECI derives its powers from Article 324 and the
Representation of the People Act, 1950.
SIR aims to identify duplicate, deceased,
shifted, and ineligible voters.
The Supreme Court viewed SIR as a legitimate
exercise to ensure electoral purity.
Concerns persist regarding:
o Wrongful deletion of eligible voters.
o Documentation challenges for migrants and
vulnerable groups.
o Administrative capacity to verify large
populations.
o Accessibility of grievance redressal
mechanisms.

Static Linkages

Article 324 - Powers and functions of Election
Commission.

Article 325 — No exclusion from electoral rolls
on grounds of religion, race, caste, or sex.
Article 326 — Universal Adult Suffrage.

Representation of the People Act, 1950 -
Preparation and revision of electoral rolls.
Representation of the People Act, 1951 -
Conduct of elections.

Free and Fair Elections — Part of the Basic
Structure Doctrine.

Universal Adult Franchise - Key feature of
Indian democracy.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Improves accuracy of electoral rolls.
Strengthens electoral integrity.

Helps prevent electoral fraud and duplication.
Reinforces free and fair elections.

Concerns

Risk of disenfranchisement of genuine voters.
Documentation burden on poor and migrant
populations.

Limited awareness among vulnerable sections.
Time-bound verification may increase
exclusion errors.

Legal remedies may be difficult for
economically weaker citizens.

Way Forward

Ensure voter inclusion remains the primary
objective.

Strengthen door-to-door verification and voter
outreach.

Provide adequate time for document
submission.

Establish robust grievance redressal
mechanisms.

Use technology and database integration with
privacy safeguards.

Conduct periodic audits of voter deletion
processes.

Follow the principle: "No eligible voter left
behind."



India’s West Asia challenge:
Stay agile, stay connecte
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For India, West
Asiaisnota
straight line. It
isaRubik’s
Cube. Every
move shifts
another face.
Thereisno
single West
Asia for New
Delhito
align with

ARELY IN recent years has

gethereasily. Each twists differently, creat-

West Asia much Today's crisis has
space in India's foreign-policy the US jonwith Iran,
conversation. Attention, how-  militia activity in Leb reon

ever, has not always produced
understanding. By breakfast, newspaper
columns have sorted the heroes and vil-
lains. By prime time, TV h d

maritime routes into a layered conflict.
Even within individual theatres, align-
ments are not stralghtforward. In Lebanon,
hy (! lation

the crisis into kovalty tests.

For India, West Asia is not a straight
line. It is a Rubik’s Cube. Every move
shifts another face. There is no single
‘West Asia for New Delhi to align with. Is-

can overlap more with Israel’s preference
for stability than with Hezbollah's confron-
tation-driven posture, without making
them allies.

‘This is where the punditry fractures.

rael, the Gulf and Iran are three principal
faces of the same puzzle. A posture that
protects defence ties with Israel may com-
plicate Gulf sensitivities. A channel that
preserves access Lo Iran may unsettle
partners elsewhere.

The first is a security and technology-
oriented West Asia. Here, Israel matters.

O camip ¥ or
silence as proof of a tilt towards Israel and
the US. Another wants New Delhi tospeak
ina Athird mi
low visibility for irrelevance, The shallo-
west version treats foreign policy as optics.
The claim that India has “chosen™ one
side ignores India’s different interests. The

Th P indefence
i haring and

that India should have spoken
more forcefully assumes that volce alone
alters in a conflict where some

ter- i bilities. Inacrisis,
these are operational assets. Any serious
Indian policy must account for this layer,
however uncomfortable that may be for
those who prefer a purely moral frame.
The second is an economic and
human West Asia, the Gulf. For India, it
mearn i oil, gas, i
flows, food security and the safety of its
workers abroad. Saudi Arabia and the
UAE are both indispensable, but they are
not interchangeable. Rivadh carries the
weight of oil markets, Islamic legitimacy
and bargaining in any future regional
settlement. Abu Dhabi'’s break with OPEC
discipli lerlines how di it
moves. It is faster, more commercially
wired, less bound by old Gulf caution,
more open with Israel and more wary of

actors can change facts on the ground.
Moral clarity matters. States, however, in-

not. The charge of absence is misleading
oo, Visibility and access are not the same.
India has tried (o preserve access rather
thanspend it on a louder line.

Noneof this means India has mastered
the moment. The risks are now closer to
home. West Asia enters India through oil

change reserves, a weaker rupee and
anxious families. Recent appeals for re-
straint in fuel use, pold purchases and for-
elign trave] attest tothat.

India has recognised that West Asiais
not a single contest but a tangle of ri-
valries, bargains and anxieties. That

i h L, will

Tehran. For India, there ks no sing|
consensus waiting to be read from one
capital. The Gulf has become a cube
within the cube.

The third sits on the map itself. For
India, Iran is not just a difficult sanctions
problem. It is Chabahar, acoess to Afghan-
Istanand Central Asia, and a reminderthat

hy keeps i 1. Aclosed
channel with Tehran would make India
less agile.

These three West Asias do not fitto-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

e Escalating tensions involving Israel, Iran, Gaza,
Lebanon, and maritime security in the Red Sea
have increased geopolitical uncertainty in West

Asia.

sometimes appear uneven. Debate and
commentary will continue, as they
should. India’s success in West Asia, how-
ever, will be judged by whether it can pro-
tect its interests, keep channels open and

P thec
of the whole.

The writer is forms epresentative
of India to the United Nations, and dean,
i Public Policy.

* India has adopted a balanced approach,
maintaining relations with Israel, Gulf
countries, and Iran simultaneously.

* The developments highlight the importance of
West Asia for India's energy security, diaspora
interests, connectivity projects, and strategic

autonomy.

Key Points

* India follows a policy of Strategic Autonomy in
West Asia.

* Three key pillars of India's engagement:

o [srael - Defence technology, intelligence

cooperation, counter-terrorism.

o Gulf Countries (Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar,
etc.) - Energy imports, trade, investments,

Indian diaspora.

o |ran - Chabahar Port, INSTC, access to
Afghanistan and Central Asia.

e West Asia accounts for:

o Asignificant share of India's crude oil and

LNG imports.
o Large remittance inflows from Indian
workers.

o Critical maritime trade routes through the

Strait of Hormuz and Red Sea.

Regional instability can impact:

o Qil prices and inflation.

o Current Account Deficit (CAD).

o Maritime trade and supply chains.
o Safety of Indian diaspora.

Static Linkages

Strategic autonomy remains a core principle of
Indian foreign policy.

Chabahar Port is India's gateway to Afghanistan and
Central Asia.

International North-South Transport Corridor
(INSTC) enhances Eurasian connectivity.

Strait of Hormuz is among the world's most
important oil transit chokepoints.

Energy security is a component of national security.
Indian diaspora is an important instrument of
foreign policy.

Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) help mitigate
external oil shocks.

Freedom of navigation is a key principle under
international maritime law.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Ensures uninterrupted energy supplies.

Protects interests of over 9 million Indians in the
Gulf region.

Strengthens India's role as a balancing power.
Supports connectivity initiatives linking India with
Eurasia.

Challenges

Israel-Iran rivalry complicates diplomatic balancing.
Regional conflicts threaten energy security.
Sanctions on Iran affect connectivity projects.

Red Sea disruptions increase shipping costs.
Growing great-power competition reduces
diplomatic flexibility.

UPSC Keywords

Multi-alignment
Strategic Autonomy
Energy Security
Diaspora Diplomacy
Maritime Security
Connectivity Corridors

Way Forward

Continue issue-based diplomacy and strategic
autonomy.

Accelerate Chabahar Port and INSTC projects.
Diversify sources of crude oil and LNG imports.
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Strengthen maritime security cooperation in the
Indian Ocean Region.

Enhance protection and evacuation mechanisms for
Indian diaspora.

Promote diplomatic solutions and regional de-
escalation.

Deepen economic partnerships with all major
regional actors.
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