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|( EY HIGHLIGHTS: Constitutional & Legal Linkages
Context of the News

e The Supreme Court upheld the constitutional Provision/Law Relevance
validity of the Election Commission’s (EC)

Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral Article 324 Powers of EC over elections
rolls conducted in Bihar.

e The Court observed that free and fair elections Article 326 Universal Adult Suffrage
depend not only on polling but also on the
accuracy and purity of electoral rolls.

e [truled that the EC has powers under Article
324 to verify citizenship status for the limited
purpose of voter enrolment.

e Thejudgment is significant as the second

Articles 5-11 Citizenship provisions

RP Act. 1950 Preparation and revision of
electoral rolls

phase of SIR covering nearly 51 crore voters RP Act, 1951 Conduct of elections
across 12 States and Union Territories has
begun. Registration of Procedure for
Electors Rules, 1960  inclusion/deletion of voters
Key Highlights of the Judgment Important Supreme Court Cases
Supreme Court Observations
e Electoral rolls are the foundation of Case Significance
democracy.
* Free and fair elections are part of the Basic Mohinder Singh Gill v. Broad powers of EC
Structure Doctrine. CEC (1978) under Article 324
e Citizenship is a condition precedent for voter ) )
registration; PUCL v. Union of India Electoral trgnsparency
. (2003) and voter rights
e EC’s powers under Article 324 are broad
enough to ensure electoral integrity. K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union = Privacy concerns related
¢ SIR supplements the Representation of the of India (2017) to Aadhaar
People Act (RPA) and Registration of Electors
Rules, 1960. Significance of the Judgment
Directions Issued by the Court Positive Aspects
* Names deleted on grounds of non-citizenship * Improves accuracy of electoral rolls.
to be referred for adjudication under the * Removes bogus and duplicate voters.
Citizenship Act. e Strengthens electoral integrity.
e Genuine citizens must be restored before * Enhances credibility of democratic processes.
future elections. * Reinforces constitutional status of EC.
e Wrongly deleted electors can challenge EC Concerns & Challenges
decisions before courts. ¢ Possibility of wrongful exclusion of genuine
Reasons Given by EC for SIR voters.
e More than 20 years since the last intensive * Documentation burden on migrants and poor
revision. citizens.

e |arge-scale migration and urbanisation. * Fear of indirect citizenship verification.




Administrative errors may disenfranchise
vulnerable groups.

Privacy concerns regarding Aadhaar-based
verification.

Constitutional & Ethical Dimensions

Balance between:

o Electoral purity

o Inclusive democracy
Voting rights are central to democratic
participation.
Due process and natural justice must be
ensured during deletions.

Way Forward

Conduct regular periodic revisions instead of
delayed intensive revisions.

Strengthen grievance redressal mechanisms.
Ensure transparency in verification
procedures.

Increase voter awareness campaigns.

Use technology with data protection
safeguards.

Prevent arbitrary exclusion of eligible voters.
Improve coordination between EC and
citizenship authorities.




Health expenses dip as govt. spend rises ",

The out-of-pocket expenditure as a share of the total health expenditure has been caleulated as 43.4% in 2022-23, as against 64.2% in 2003-14; the °
Ministry credits the results to operationalisation of Ayushman wellness centres; the share of private health insurance has also increased. repor says
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

Union Health Ministry released the National
Health Accounts (NHA) Estimates 2022-23.
Report highlights a decline in Out-of-Pocket
Expenditure (OOPE) on healthcare.
Government health expenditure has increased
due to:

o Ayushman Bharat initiatives

o Expansion of public healthcare

infrastructure

o Free drugs and diagnostics schemes
Report prepared using System of Health
Accounts (SHA), 2011 framework.

Key Findings

OOPE declined:

°© 64.2% (2013-14) » 43.4% (2022-23)
Government Health Expenditure (GHE) as % of
GDP:

o 1.15% - 1.43%
Health expenditure as % of General
Government Expenditure:

o 3.78% - 4.89%
Per capita GHE:

o %1,042-»%2,786
Social Security Expenditure:

°© 6%~ 9.9%
Private Health Insurance share:

° 3.4%-9.2%
During COVID-19:

o GHE rose to 1.84% of GDP (2021-22)

Important Government Initiatives
Ayushman Bharat
Components

o PM-JAYHealth insurance coverage up to %5
lakh per family annually.

o Ayushman Arogya MandirsComprehensive
primary healthcare centres.
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Maternal and child healthcare
NCD screening
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e More than 1.8 lakh Ayushman Arogya
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¢ |ndia still spends lower on public
health compared to global averages.

Static Linkages

Article 47:

o Duty of State to improve public health.
Health:

o Primarily a State List subject.
National Health Policy 2017 target:

o Public health expenditure = 2.5% of GDP
SDG-3:

o Universal Health Coverage (UHC).

Significance

Reduction in catastrophic health expenditure.
Reduction in medical poverty.

Improved access to affordable healthcare.
Strengthening preventive healthcare system.
Supports inclusive human development.

Challenges

Public health expenditure still low.

High dependence on private healthcare sector.
Interstate disparities in healthcare
infrastructure.

High medicine and diagnostic costs.

Shortage of healthcare workforce in rural
areas.

Way Forward

Increase public health expenditure to 2.5% of
GDP.

Strengthen primary healthcare system.

Expand free medicines and diagnostics.
Improve rural healthcare infrastructure.
Strengthen preventive healthcare and nutrition
awareness.

Better Centre-State coordination in health
governance.



Global crises demand more than citizen sacrifice’

ecently, Prime Minister X
Moo Hensod seven appeals urging
ctizens 1o embrace FeRraint.

self reliance, and

the Ameeicalrss wmwmmn

. = —
a
dby

Strait of Hormuz. T
[prodhacts, conserving TR, avoiding

¥ forelgn travel, p

outcomes. That ks whey a wider public dialogse
ond ‘becom

Leag: unbversities; Indian unhversities and
ko

essential, Returvioural appeals may gersera

feseareh instinug

symbolic sclidarity

e u of ketedge

become a substitute for instirutional
[y

Fourth, govermments must strengthen
wanspurency, iz, and their handling of
Wrdwdkamhymdmuhw

The mod

innovatin, and

Mwlrmkmwmh

saibodd 1o i unslabibe morkd, whis ethers oo
them as realism rather than rhetoric. Supporens

India’s resilience In 3 fractured ghobal economy,
while same in the social sctor se the.

as sapportive of healthier and emdronmentally
stainable Mestyles.

A substbe shift tor the citizes
mesit in

appeals wasram choser scruting, as they prisarily
seek 1o misdify citioen bebendour while Imhu

exdacation, econamic stabilty, and strateglc
Gowemesents exist not meeely to

nt encugh 1o withstand them. Yet, they
dmﬁldmﬂd’ﬁﬂﬂuuﬂmmm with,
evencloctoral promises only partially

elections.
When dlected gvermments increas
respand to stnactural economic or a1

1 ey sty
wacrifice, adagt, of remain reslient, withoss

simultaneously undertaking mabching
imszitutional reforms, the sockal comract begins i
swiakien. Langerm oppoenasities for strctiral

aflation, climate tress, enengy insecur

e ol mxymdumm
uce consumption,

o embrace austerity. Indhvidual

Tl certainly matsers. n.w.m.w.-m

Natinnal
resilience
requires stromg
Instituticns, not
merely

e, WU‘M
francial syisers, X
imsgitutions, experts, and medis to function

m.dmm-a,m murnelfdmy.h .

The danger besin Fifth, governments must ivest far more:
e moral obligations for cRisern. Patrictismm, urlunlsm Mdmwmw
lorg term evomsoemic planning, nstitutional mmmmmm

and - National

e

sustained public imesment,
There lsalso an

rather than causes. \\hh!ﬂ!!mnhklukﬂm

Cirirens are prpeatedSy advised bo corserve,
addjuss, and becosne self-relias, Yet, why are.
publicy

quality urban infrastnacure s Imdnpue
Failed initiathvoes such a3 smart cities ane rarely

commiments g0 transparency, regulatory
uabiley, puiblic rvestmens, and insthutional

Mp\mmmmmw
unpredicuability and create stable, fair policy
i baasinesses, workers,

e, oo

researchers,

i

PVETTaRGE:

Severth, gvernments muaprotect

crizerns during perids of global inutabdbty? 1

]

ook very diferent.
First, rvemns o et far more
seriounly in sochl protection syst

i pandemic showed that g g

t0-be routimely
Democraches become stronger through open
debute, Instivational eriticism, inteloetual

divenity, and democratic course cormection.

Mmmumumwk

The need
Noewt of this imeplies thar citizens have 5o

instintions. Yes,

- Respo

In health care,
nfnd\*udmwwmhxnﬁm

ity, and
suppon for domeszic capabilities are important
chvi virmues.

i cannot function

nutricion, mental beakh, emengenicy
ediscation "

offer
bdmimu:.lad\')ondllembmdw

seetons,
)

The Larger dlasgper of behareioural politics s thae

econamic inequaality rather than relying

Individizal mpmdxﬂlr mmaiters, bui & cannot

&y

primary

Eeanimic resilience
patriotic appeals

= econarmic and

imsecure, unemploved, or trapped
within informal lsbonr systems and the g

xwoh:l parwer. Achieving lhat ambitior will
require strong institutions, evidence-based
investment in besman capétad, and

Third, ge e ong Lerm
Imm!lﬂajuﬁ&m schesmific research, and

universites. Genuine self relance s bulk
through decades
umiversites,

acoep grester responsitiity for rational
esliencr, The ra e of eadeship duricg
crises s

iy, foreighi,

i, dcien! ﬁﬁt

appeals alone

mdylunuulbhwhnnmmuh'r

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

mieedid to protect <tk
uncertain workl,

* PM Narendra Modi issued seven public appeals
urging citizens to adopt:
o Responsible consumption

O o O O O o

Energy conservation
Buying local products
Domestic tourism
Support for indigenous innovation
Reduced unnecessary foreign travel
Work-from-home practices where feasible

* Appeals came amid global uncertainty due to:
o America-lran tensions
o Disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz
e Debate emerged regarding:
o Citizen responsibility vs State responsibility

o Behavioural nationalism vs structural
reforms
o Institutional preparedness and governance

accountability

Key Points

e Strait of Hormuz is a critical global oil

chokepoint.

e [ndia imports around 85% of crude oil needs.

e West Asia instability impacts:
o Energy security

o |nflation

o Current Account Deficit (CAD)

o Supply chains

* Appeals align with:
o Atmanirbhar Bharat
o Vocal for Local
o Mission LiFE
* Article highlights need for:

Strong public institutions
Social protection
Public healthcare
Education and research investment
Climate resilience
o Transparent governance
Raises concern that:
o Behavioural appeals cannot replace
governance reforms.
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Static Linkages

Welfare State concept

Social Contract Theory

Directive Principles of State Policy
Fundamental Duties

Energy Security

Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR)
Human Capital Formation
Inclusive Growth

Sustainable Development

Climate Resilience

Urban Governance

Informal Economy

Democratic Accountability
Institutional Capacity

Critical Analysis
Positives

Encourages sustainable lifestyles.

Promotes domestic manufacturing.

Supports energy conservation.

Can reduce import dependence.

Enhances citizen participation in nation-building.

Concerns

Excessive focus on citizen behaviour may dilute
state accountability.
Structural issues like:

o unemployment,

o inequality,

o weak public healthcare,

o urban infrastructure deficits

o remain unresolved.
Symbolic nationalism cannot substitute
institutional reforms.
Regulatory unpredictability affects economic
resilience.

Way Forward

Strengthen public healthcare and education.
Increase investment in R&D and innovation.
Improve climate-resilient urban infrastructure.
Expand social protection for informal workers.
Ensure transparent and predictable governance.
Strengthen strategic petroleum reserves.
Promote evidence-based policymaking.

Balance citizen responsibility with state
accountability.
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Tariffs to carbon, the new rules shaping India’s trade
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Context
* European Union’s Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM) entered its definitive phase
from January 1, 2026.
* Proposed in 2021 under the European Green
Deal.
* Objective:
o Prevent carbon leakage
o Promote global decarbonization
e Applies to carbon-intensive imports:
o Steel
o Cement
Aluminium
Fertilizers
Electricity
Hydrogen
e Carbon-linked charges imposed based on
embedded emissions.

O O O O

Key Points
About CBAM
e Climate-linked trade mechanism of the EU.
* Importers must pay according to embedded
carbon emissions.
¢ Linked to EU Emissions Trading System (ETS).
Carbon Leakage
* Industries shifting production to countries with
weaker climate regulations.
e CBAM discourages such relocation.
Impact on India
Industrial Sector
e Steel and aluminium sectors highly vulnerable.
e Coal-based production increases carbon
intensity.
e Export competitiveness may decline.
e Compliance costs likely to rise.
Agricultural Sector
e Global fertilizer prices may increase.
e |ndia dependent on fertilizer imports.
e Higher fertilizer prices may:

o Increase subsidy burden
o Raise food inflation
o Reduce farm profitability

mrhs i s o | Fade Implications

Market access increasingly linked to carbon
efficiency.

Comparative advantage shifting towards low-carbon
production.

Similar mechanisms may emerge in other developed
countries.

" Static Linkages

CBDR-RC Principle
Paris Climate Agreement
Polluter Pays Principle
Carbon Pricing
Emissions Trading System (ETS)
SDG-13 (Climate Action)
National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC)
PAT Scheme
National Green Hydrogen Mission
Soil Health Card Scheme
WTO Principles:
o MEN Principle
o National Treatment Principle

ﬁritical Analysis
ositives

Encourages cleaner production.
Promotes global emission reduction.
Prevents carbon leakage.

Incentivizes green technology adoption.

Concerns for India

Acts as non-tariff trade barrier.
Increases compliance burden.

High transition cost for industries.
MSMEs may face competitiveness issues.
Higher fertilizer prices may fuel inflation.

India’s Concerns

Ignores historical responsibility of developed
countries.

Violates climate equity concerns.

Inadequate climate finance and technology transfer.

Way Forward

Expand renewable energy use in industries.
Promote low-carbon steel production.
Strengthen PAT Scheme.

Develop domestic carbon market.

Expand Green Hydrogen Mission.

Reduce fertilizer import dependence.

Improve Soil Health Card implementation.

Seek phased transition under trade agreements.
Demand climate finance and technology transfer.
Diversify export markets.



of mandate

The Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam should
not allow defectors to join the party

efore the indelible ink applied on voters'
B index fingers could fade, the Tamilaga

Vettri Kazhagam (TVE) has introduced in
Tamil Madu a disturbing brand of politics bearing
striking similarities to the ‘Operation Lotus' mo-
del first adopted by the Bharativa Janata Party
(BJP) in Karnataka. By instantly embracing into
its fold four All India Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (AIADMEK) legislators who resigned
their Assembly membership, the fledgling TVK,
which marketed itself as a “pure force”, has
adopted a dubious tactic deployed by its “ideo-
logical opponent”, the BJP. This model encourag-
&5 Opposition legislators to resign and join the
ruling party, with an opportunity to re-enter the
Assembly through by-elections. Irrespective of its
legitimacy or the prospects of the four legislators
re-entering the electoral fray soon, the opera-
tion's objective remains no different from the
“Aaya Ram, Gaya Ram’ model of horse-trading.
The AIADMK rebels, who voted for the TVK dur-
ing the trust vote, attributed intra-party concerns
to their resignations, which the Speaker accepted
in quick time. Apart from dishonouring the peo-
ple’s mandate within just 21 days, the move
comes when petitions for their disqualification
were pending with the Speaker. Clearly, the TVK
is wary of the inherent political checks and ba-
lances in the State’s fragile first post-poll coalition
government and appears to be preparing to ease
out allies should they pose challenges.

The development is not entirely surprising, as
the TVK has so far displayed an uncanny political
instinct for exploiting support from rival parties
to tide over crises, be it after the Karur rally stam-
pede or during government formation. In the
wake of the fractured mandate, the TVK simulta-
neously reached out to constituents of both the
DME:-led Secular ive Alliance and the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance that includes the
AIADME and the BJP. Early on, Amma Makkal
Munnetra Kazhagam leader T.T.V. Dhinakaran
had flagged an attempt to poach his lone legisla-
tor. Besides, despite securing the support of the
DME's erstwhile allies, C. Joseph Vijay had no
qualms about calling on tainted AIADMK rebel
leaders on the eve of the floor test, while calculat-
edly ignoring the party's general secretary, Edap-
padi K. Palaniswami. This encouraged divisions
within the AIADME legislature party during the
voting, prompting representations for disqualify-
ing the rebels. By now, ‘Operation Lotus’ has be-
come a familiar playbook for subverting the peo-
ple's mandate. The trend calls for amendments
to election laws, perhaps through the imposition
of a “cooling period” restraining candidates from
contesting the immediate by-election caused by
their resignation. Otherwise, such defections ac-
companied by resignations will only be seen as
subwverting democratic processes.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

Four rebel MLAs of the All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam resigned from the Tamil
Nadu Assembly and joined Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK).
The episode has been compared with the
“Operation Lotus” model associated with
engineered defections through resignations
and by-elections.
The issue revived debate on:

o Anti-Defection Law,

o Role of Speaker,

o Constitutional morality,

o Electoral reforms.

Key Points

“Operation Lotus”:
o Strategy of inducing Opposition legislators
to resign to alter majority in the legislature.
o Helps bypass Anti-Defection provisions.
Concern:
o Subversion of people’s mandate.
o Political instability in coalition
governments.
o Horse-trading and unethical political
practices.

Speaker accepted resignations despite pending
disqualification petitions.
Similar political crises witnessed in:
o Karnataka (2019),
o Madhya Pradesh (2020),
o Maharashtra.

Static Linkages

Tenth Schedule » Anti-Defection Law.
52nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1985.
91st Constitutional Amendment Act, 2003.
Articles 102(2) and 191(2) - Disqualification on
grounds of defection.
Kihoto Hollohan Case (1992):

o Speaker’s decision subject to judicial

review.

Objective:

o Political stability,

o Prevent “Aaya Ram Gaya Ram” politics,

o Strengthen party discipline.
Free and fair elections - Part of Basic Structure
doctrine.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Legislators possess freedom of political
association.

Resignation is constitutionally permitted.
Political realignments may reflect changing
political realities.

Concerns

Circumvents Anti-Defection Law.
Weakens representative democracy.
Encourages horse-trading.

Misuse of Speaker’s office allegations.
Destabilises elected governments.
Reduces public trust in democratic institutions.

Way Forward

Introduce “cooling-off period” before resigned
legislators can contest again.

Time-bound decision on disqualification
petitions.

Independent tribunal for defection cases
instead of Speaker.

Strengthen intra-party democracy.

Electoral reforms to curb unethical defections.
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Partial digitisation
Cumbersome processes from analogue
era remain despite more online services

igitising citizen services is a process full
l) of promise and empowerment. In India,
making processes faceless carries the ad-
ded benefit of reliel from the rent seeking that is
rife in government offices, The more services are
available enline, the better. It is possible; in De-
cember 2024, Estonia digitised the Last citizen
service that only remained possible on paper: i
worce, In this light, participation of private firms
such s WhatsApp in getting digital services deli-
vered to more peaphe, as in Gujarat, s welcome,
‘This being said, the digital service defivery in In-
dia has several issues: a lack of trust towards the
citizen, in spite of the citizen-centricity touted as
the reason for their existence; systematic unde-
rinvestment leading to lapses in availability and
reliabiliny; and lax eybersecurity. In many cases
mvelving the most dysfunctional online services,
the responsibility lies with States, such as proper-
ty records registration and civil acts such as mar-
riage. But even in those where the remit lies with
the Union government, these ane serious issues.
While lip service is paid to the importanoe of
securing key cybersecurity Infrastructure, se-
rious vulnerabiliies remain. Security of data re-
siding on public databases is taken for gramted,
and institutions such as the Indian Computer
Emergency Response Team (CERT-n) have failed
to rise to the challenge. Also, on myriad forms on-
line, users are forced to type and submit the
same details repeatedly, even though systems
such as Digh Locker exist that are purported w
ease this process. A shadow of a “mismatch™ can
result, and few if amy processes allow citi-
#ens 1o cure defects without redoing the entise
process — a shocking Lipse punishing routine va-
riations in names and spellings. Scant regard is
paid to the accessibility and intuitive design, leav-
ing persons with disabilities and vast swathes of
the population dependent on outside assistanoe
to go through a selfservice process. Some sys-
tems are left defunet oF sputtering years after
their Bunch: take e-Sanad, launched a decade
ago to help people legalise personal documents
while travelling abroad or emigrating. Few States
hawe been on-boarded, leaving other rsidents 1o
deal with middlemen and touts in the pre-verifi
cation process that precedes the so-called Apaos-
tlle stamp they need on a time-bound schedule,
As with this process, the analogue equivalents of
broken digital services remain inaccessible and
cumbersome, such as updating details on Aad-
haar, which requires visiting a physical office,
“The creation of Digital Public Infrastructure such
as UPl and Aadhaar are of little use without reci-
procal trust by the government and a commibt-
ment to uptime and service quality.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News
* [ndiais expanding digital governance under
initiatives like:
o Digital India,
o Aadhaar,
o UPI,
o DigilLocker,
o e-Governance portals.
e States are increasingly using private digital

platforms such as WhatsApp for citizen service

delivery.

e Concerns have emerged regarding:
o Cybersecurity vulnerabilities,

Poor interoperability,
Repeated documentation requirements,
Accessibility issues,
Frequent portal failures,
Dependence on middlemen despite
digitisation.

O o O o o

e Dysfunctional digital systems such as e-Sanad
highlight implementation gaps in Digital Public

Infrastructure (DPI).

Key Points
¢ Digitisation aims to:
o Reduce corruption and rent-seeking,
o Improve transparency,
o Enable faceless governance,
o Enhance efficiency in service delivery.

India’s major Digital Public Infrastructure:

o Aadhaar,

UPI,

DigiLocker,

CoWIN,

GSTN.

Major governance concerns:

Weak cybersecurity safeguards,

Data leak risks,

Limited effectiveness of CERT-In,
Lack of integration among databases,

o Poor grievance redressal mechanisms.
Accessibility challenges:

o Exclusion of elderly, rural population, and

persons with disabilities,

o Complexinterfaces and low digital literacy.
Repeated manual data entry persists despite
DigiLocker integration.

Minor name/spelling mismatches often lead to
rejection of applications.
Many State-level digital platforms suffer from:

o Underinvestment,

o Low uptime,

o Technical inefficiency.

O O O o

O O O ©°

Static Linkages

Article 14 - Non-arbitrariness in governance.
Article 21 - Right to dignity, privacy, and access
to services.

Right to Privacy Judgment (2017).

Digital India Programme (2015).

National e-Governance Plan (NeGP).

Second ARC recommendations on e-
governance.

SMART Governance principles.

IT Act, 2000.

CERT-In framework.

Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016.
Economic Survey emphasis on Digital Public
Infrastructure.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Reduces corruption and human interface.
Enhances transparency and efficiency.
Improves ease of access to government
services.

Promotes financial and digital inclusion.
Enables data-driven governance.

Challenges

Cybersecurity vulnerabilities and data
breaches.
Digital divide and exclusion.



* Poor interoperability between departments.

¢ Weak grievance-redress mechanisms.

e Over-centralisation of citizen data.

e Lack of trust-based governance.

e Accessibility barriers for disabled persons.

e Continued dependence on middlemen.

Ethical/Constitutional Concerns

* Privacy vs surveillance debate.

e Accountability in automated governance.

e Risk of exclusion violating equality principles.

* Need for citizen-centric rather than
technology-centric governance.

Way Forward

e Strengthen cybersecurity architecture and
audits.

* Ensure interoperability across government
databases.

e Improve accessibility and multilingual support.

e Adopt trust-based and paperless governance.

* Create robust grievance-redress systems.

e Enhance investment in State digital
infrastructure.

e Expand digital literacy initiatives.

e Maintain offline alternatives during transition
phase.

* Ensure accountability through service delivery
standards.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context
e Supreme Court upheld the constitutional

validity of the Election Commission’s Special

Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.

e SIR was initiated in Bihar before Assembly
elections and later extended to other
States/UTs.

e Court held that accurate electoral rolls are
essential for free and fair elections.

e Judgment clarified ECI’s power to conduct
limited inquiry regarding citizenship for
electoral eligibility.

Key Points
e ECI can conduct Special Intensive Revision
under its constitutional mandate.
e Electoral roll purity linked to free and fair
elections.

e Supreme Court upheld proportionality of the

exercise.
e Court accepted Aadhaar as an additional
identity document.

e ECI can conduct limited citizenship verification

for electoral purposes.

e Such verification is not final determination of

citizenship.

¢ Citizenship disputes must ultimately be
decided under Citizenship Act, 1955.

e Court emphasized procedural safeguards
against arbitrary exclusion.

e Electoral roll integrity forms foundation of
representative democracy.

Static Linkages

e Article 324 » Powers of Election Commission.

e Article 326 » Universal Adult Suffrage.

e Representation of the People Act, 1950 ~»
Preparation of electoral rolls.

e Registration of Electors Rules, 1960.

Free and fair elections » Basic Structure
Doctrine.

Citizenship provisions under Articles 5-11.
Citizenship Act, 1955.

Electoral rolls revised through summary and
intensive revisions.

Aadhaar linked to identity verification debates.
Judicial review over constitutional bodies.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens credibility of electoral rolls.
Reinforces constitutional status of ECI.
Prevents duplicate and bogus voting.
Supports democratic legitimacy.

Concerns

Possibility of wrongful exclusion of genuine
voters.

Documentation burden on poor and migrant
populations.

Risk of politicisation of citizenship verification.
Transparency concerns regarding exclusion
criteria.

Weak appellate mechanisms may affect voting
rights.

Constitutional Dimension

Balance between electoral integrity and
inclusive democracy.

Voting rights linked to democratic
participation.

Institutional autonomy of ECI vs judicial
oversight.

Way Forward

Strengthen grievance redressal mechanisms.
Ensure wider acceptance of identity
documents.

Improve transparency in voter deletion
process.

Increase voter awareness campaigns.

Use technology with privacy safeguards.
Ensure no eligible citizen is disenfranchised.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

¢ Delhirecorded hot minimum temperatures
nearly 5°C above normal, highlighting rising

nighttime heat stress.
* Indiais witnessing a transition from:

o Daytime heatwaves » Nighttime heatwaves

Iy’ Views e parsonal

o Compound day-night heatwaves.

e Studies project:

o Warm nights increasing by 10-13
days/decade (2015-2100).

o Nearly 7-fold rise in warm nights by 2080-

2100.

* |IMD is considering revising heatwave criteria

for coastal and humid regions.

Key Points

Rising Nighttime Heat

e “Hot day-cool night” pattern weakening in

India.

* Northeast, Northwest and Peninsular India

witnessing rising warm nights.

* Mortality linked to hot nights can occur
independent of daytime temperatures.
Urban Vulnerability
e Indoor temperatures in Chennai recorded:
o 32°C-35.5°C.
e Major causes:
o Poor ventilation
o Dense housing
o Concrete structures
o Lack of green cover.
e Urban poor and informal settlements most
vulnerable.
Adaptation Measures
* Passive cooling:
o Shading
o Ventilation
o Cool roofs
o Indoor greenery.
* Behavioural measures:
o Hydration
o Loose clothing
o Reduced heat exposure.

Static Linkages
e Urban Heat Island effect increases heat
retention.

¢ Relative humidity reduces evaporative cooling

efficiency.

e Green cover regulates local temperature
through evapotranspiration.

e Heatwaves are classified as disasters under
disaster risk reduction frameworks.

¢ Climate change increases frequency and
intensity of extreme weather events.

¢ Thermal comfort depends on temperature,
humidity and airflow.

Critical Analysis
Concerns
e Existing Heat Action Plans focus mainly on
daytime temperatures.
e Lack of standards for nighttime heat

Urban Heat Island effect aggravating nighttime
temperatures.

Health Impacts

e High night temperatures:
o Reduce body recovery from daytime heat.
o Affect sleep quality and cognitive function.
* Increased risks:

o Stroke

o Cardiovascular diseases
o Dementia

o Heat-related mortality.

advisories.

¢ Rising AC usage may increase:
o Energy demand
o Carbon emissions.

[}

Poor urban planning intensifies heat exposure.

Vulnerable Groups

Elderly

Children
Outdoor workers
Urban poor
Slum dwellers.



Governance Challenges

Weak implementation of climate-resilient
housing.

Limited coordination between:

o IMD

o Urban local bodies

o Health departments.

Way Forward

Include nighttime heat indices in Heat Action
Plans.

Promote cool roofs and climate-resilient
housing.

Expand urban green cover.

Strengthen IMD early warning systems.
Integrate public health with heatwave
management.

Improve ventilation standards in affordable
housing.

Promote energy-efficient cooling systems.




Beneath camouflage:
Questions for HDFC

N INVESTIGATION in this newspaper has revealed
that HDFC Bank, India’s largest private-sector bank
by assets and market capitalisation, “camouflaged”
crovesof rupees as marketing spend to pay higherin-
tenest o the MaharashiraState Road Development Corporation,
a public limited company fully owned by the Government of
Maharashira, Theinvestigation found that on March 12thisyear,
HDFC's Audit Committee of the Board (ACB) ordered a formal
“Internal Vigilance Investigation” into paymentstotalling Rs 45
crore made to the MSRDC during FY2024 and FY2025. This
money was meant as “differential interest™, that is, interest over
and abowve the specified rate, en the MSRDC's deposits in the
bank. But instead of being credited directly to the MSRDC's ac-
count as interest earned, the money was routed through the
bank's marketing department, disguised as contributions toa
road safety awareness campaign through four local vendors.
Notably, six days after this probe was first ordered within
HDFC, its chairman, Atanu Chakraborty, resigned abrupthy, cit-
| ing "certain happenings and practices within the bank” not in
“congruence” with his personal values and ethics. At that time,
| Chakraborty’s resignation did not raise alarm bells, with both
the interimchadrman, Keki Mistry, as well as the RBI saying that
therewas noevidence of any misconduct. The fact is, thebank’s
topbrass were aware of the Rs45-crore payment, which, accord-
ing to its own vigilance probe, violates REI rules and the bank’s
code of ethics. It is now clear that key management personnel
were fully aware of the “differential interest” being routed
throughthe marketingdepartment as payments for a mad safety
campalgn by the MSEDC in a bid o attract hefty deposits from
the government agency. According to the Banking Regulation
Act, banks cannot give anegotiated rate to any one customer,
“This epiesde rajses several questions of cOrporale goVEmance
in HDFC Bank. One, why did it promise an interest rate higher
thanwhat was permissible? Two, why did i resort torouting the
money via its marketing department? While these questions
shouldbe probed, the role of the MSRDC itselfis not beyond sus-
picion, starting with itsalleged demand foran upfront fee of Rs
Scrore from HDFC Bank. More importantly, it is not clearwhere
the Rs 45 crore went, IFHDFC gave that money for a read safety
campaign tofourvendors, what happenedto the original prom-
ised interest payment? If it came to the MSRIN as interest pay-
ment through the regular channel, what about the Rs 45 crore
that HDFC gave for the road safety campaign?

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

* Aninvestigation revealed that HDFC Bank
allegedly routed ¥45 crore to Maharashtra
State Road Development Corporation (MSRDC)
through “marketing expenditure” during
FY2024-25.

e The amount was allegedly used to provide
“differential interest” above permissible rates
on deposits maintained by MSRDC with the
bank.

* RBI norms prohibit banks from offering
preferential negotiated interest rates to select
depositors beyond prescribed rules.

e The bank’s internal vigilance probe reportedly
found violations of RBI regulations and internal
ethical standards.

* Theissue has raised concerns regarding:

o Corporate governance,

o Banking regulation,

o Transparency in public fund management,
o Ethical conduct in financial institutions.

Key Points

e 45 crore allegedly routed through marketing
channels instead of regular banking interest
mechanisms.

* Payments linked to attracting large deposits
from a state-owned corporation.

e [nternal vigilance investigation ordered by the
bank’s Audit Committee.

e Questions raised regarding:

o Violation of RBI norms,

o Concealment of financial transactions,
o Role of senior management,
o Accountability of public officials.
e Highlights concerns regarding:
o Corporate governance failures,
o Regulatory oversight,
o Financial transparency.

Static Linkages

e RBI regulates banks under the Banking Regulation
Act, 1949.

e Corporate governance principles include
transparency, accountability, integrity, and
fiduciary responsibility.

e Audit Committees strengthen internal oversight
and financial compliance.

e Public corporations handling government funds
are expected to follow principles of public
accountability.

e Vigilance and compliance mechanisms help
prevent fraud and unethical financial practices.

Critical Analysis
Issues
e Preferential interest arrangements violate fair
banking practices.
e Use of marketing expenditure indicates possible
accounting camouflage.
e Weak internal compliance and audit systems.
e Potential misuse of public funds.
e Erosion of public trust in financial institutions.
Ethical Concerns
e Lack of transparency and integrity.
e Conflict of interest between public agencies and
private entities.
e Failure of fiduciary responsibility.
e Weak ethical culture in corporate governance.
Institutional Concerns
e Need for stronger RBI supervision.
e Questions over effectiveness of internal vigilance
systems.
¢ Need for accountability of both bank officials and
public corporations.

Way Forward

e Strengthen RBI monitoring of large institutional
deposits.

e Mandatory disclosure of all incentives linked to
deposits.

e Enhance independence of Audit Committees.

e Strengthen forensic audit and compliance
systems.

e Strict penalties for concealment of financial
transactions.

e Improve ethical governance standards in banks
and PSUs.

e Strengthen whistleblower protection
mechanisms.



Exam reform needs
patience, preparedness

HE CENTRAL Board of Secondary Education (CBSE)

announced implementation of the On-Screen Marking

(OSM) system for Class XII a week before the com-

mencementofthe final examinations of nearly 18 lakh
students in February — asweeping shift from physical answer-
book evaluation to a fully digital framework. The shift was not,
initself, misguided. Large publicinstitutions cannot remain un-
touched by technological change, and examination systems in-
evitably require modernisation. Yet the turmoil following theroll-
out— fromblurred scans and missing pages to payment failures,
answer-sheet mismatchesand cybersecurity concems — reveals
a deeper lacuna: Of ambition outpacing preparedness, It also
highlights an administrative shortsightedness that believes di-
gitisation itself is synonymous with progress.

Software systerns — especially those handling the futures of
millions — require phased implementation, stress testing, re-
peated trial runs under real conditions, and robust grievance re-
dressal mechanisms. Teachers need training and infrastructure
must be reliable across urban and rural centres. For the OSMroll-
out, asareport in this newspaper noted, adry runwas conducted
inJanuary in fiveschools, whereteachers fromcentral, stateand
private schools were trained in the system for three days. How-
ever, no pilot projects were conducted across the CBSE s regional
offices. What makes the episode especially troubling is that it is
part of a broader pattern of insufficiently tested reforms intro-
duced inquick succession by the CBSE. These include introduc-
tion of athree-language policy for students of Class IX from July,
twoboard examinationsayear for Class X students, ashift tocom-
petency-based questions, and a revised re-evaluation process.

A parliamentary panel has summoned senior officials from
the education ministry and the CBSE forameeting onJune 2 to
review the OSM fiasco as well as the three-language policy; 0T
Madras and Kanpur and four public-sector banks have been
broughtin to helpwith thesystemic glitch. Fixing accountability
isagood placetostart but the way forward demandsalessbreath-
less imagination of reform. In a country where competition is
fierce and opportunities limited, examinations carry dispropor-
tionate consequences. A misplaced script or a failed portal can
alter futures irreversibly.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context
¢ CBSE introduced the On-Screen Marking (OSM)
system for Class Xl board evaluation before
the 2026 examination cycle.
* Around 18 lakh students were affected by the
transition from physical to digital evaluation.
* Major issues reported:
o Blurred/incomplete scans
o Missing answer-sheet pages
o Portal/payment glitches
o Cybersecurity concerns
e Parliamentary panel summoned CBSE and
Education Ministry officials to review:
o OSM implementation failure
o Three-language policy concerns
e [IT Madras, IIT Kanpur, and PSU banks were
involved in resolving technical glitches.

Key Points
e OSM aims to:
o |Increase transparency
o Speed up evaluation
o Reduce logistical burden
e CBSE conducted only a limited dry run in five
schools.
* No nationwide pilot testing across regional
offices.
* Issue highlights:
o Weak digital preparedness
o |nadequate training
o Poor grievance redressal
o Risks of rapid reforms without institutional
readiness

e Other recent CBSE reforms:

Two board exams annually
Competency-based assessment
Three-language policy

Revised re-evaluation process

O O O o

Static Linkages
e Right to Education principles
e Digital India Programme
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
e E-Governance principles:
o Transparency
o Accountability
o Efficiency
Second Administrative Reforms Commission:
o Process re-engineering before digitisation
o Capacity building in governance
Good Governance principles:
o Responsiveness
o Reliability
o Citizen-centric administration

Critical Analysis
Advantages
e Faster result processing
* Reduced physical handling of answer sheets
e Better transparency and digital record
management
e Supports Digital India objectives
Challenges
e Technical glitches affecting examination
credibility
e Digital divide across regions
* Lack of teacher training
e Weak cybersecurity preparedness
* Absence of large-scale pilot testing
e Student anxiety due to system failures
Governance Issues
e Reform implementation without preparedness
e Weak institutional coordination
e |nadequate grievance redressal
e Technology viewed as substitute for
administrative reform

Way Forward

e Conduct phased pilot projects before
nationwide rollout.

e Strengthen digital infrastructure in all regions.

* Ensure comprehensive teacher training.

e Establish strong cybersecurity safeguards.

e Create robust grievance redressal mechanisms.

e Maintain backup physical verification systems.

e Adopt gradual and evidence-based education
reforms.

e Regular third-party technical audits.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

Credit card issuers in India have reduced

rewards, cashback, lounge access, and loyalty

benefits due to rising costs and regulatory

tightening.

Reserve Bank of India increased risk weights on

unsecured retail loans, including credit card

receivables, in 2023.

Banks are shifting from aggressive expansion to
“value over volume” strategy focused on

high-value customers.

Growth in credit card issuance declined from

about 21% (2023) to nearly 8% (2026).

Key Points

India had around 11.86 crore credit cards by
March 2026.
Credit cards are part of unsecured lending.
Banks reduced benefits due to:

o Higher defaults,

o Increased capital requirements,

o Rising operational costs.
Airport lounge partnerships became costlier
after changes in aggregator-based models.
Share of “revolvers” (users paying interest on
unpaid balances) has declined, reducing
profitability.
RBI’s higher risk-weight norms aim to
strengthen banking system stability.

Static Linkages

Higher risk weight » banks maintain more
capital against risky loans.

Unsecured loans have higher default risk than
secured loans.

Credit creation is an important function of
commercial banks.

Financial literacy is essential for responsible
borrowing.

Prudential regulation ensures financial
stability.

Consumer protection mechanisms exist under
Banking Ombudsman framework.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Strengthens banking sector resilience.
Reduces excessive risky lending.

Encourages responsible borrowing behaviour.
Improves quality of banking assets.

Concerns

Reduced benefits lower consumer confidence.
Complex reward systems create lack of
transparency.

Slower credit expansion may affect
consumption demand.

Tier-2 and Tier-3 consumers may face reduced
access to credit.

Regulatory Dimension

RBI balances:

o Financial innovation,
o Consumer protection,
o Systemic stability.

Way Forward

Improve financial literacy on credit usage.
Ensure transparent disclosure of reward-policy
changes.

Strengthen responsible lending practices.
Enhance digital consumer protection
mechanisms.

Maintain balance between credit growth and
financial stability.
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