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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

India and the U.S. signed a framework for
cooperation on critical minerals and rare earth
supply chains during the 11th Quad Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting.
Quad countries (India, U.S., Japan, Australia)
also launched the Quad Critical Minerals
Initiative.
The initiative comes after China imposed
export controls on rare earth elements and
strategic metals in 2025.
Aim: Build resilient and diversified supply
chains for critical minerals required for
advanced technologies and clean energy
transition.

Key Points
Framework covers:

Mining
Processing
Recycling
Investment cooperation
Supply-chain resilience

Quad initiative plans to mobilize around $20
billion in public and private investment.
Focus on reducing dependence on China-
dominated mineral supply chains.
Cooperation includes recovery of minerals
from:

E-waste
Industrial scrap

India joined the U.S.-led Pax Silica initiative in
2026.

U.S. announced support exceeding $30 billion for
critical mineral projects globally.

Static Linkages
Critical minerals are essential for:

EV batteries
Solar panels
Wind turbines
Semiconductors
Defence equipment

Rare Earth Elements (REEs):
Group of 17 elements including lanthanides,
scandium, yttrium.

India has rare earth reserves in:
Kerala
Tamil Nadu
Odisha
Andhra Pradesh

Monazite sands contain rare earth minerals.
India launched:

National Critical Mineral Mission
KABIL (Khanij Bidesh India Ltd.) for overseas
mineral acquisition.

India is import-dependent for:
Lithium
Cobalt
Nickel

E-Waste Management Rules promote recycling of
strategic minerals.
International Energy Agency (IEA) projects sharp rise
in demand for lithium and rare earths due to energy
transition.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reduces overdependence on China.
Strengthens India’s energy and economic security.
Supports Make in India and clean energy goals.
Enhances resilience of semiconductor and EV
industries.
Promotes trusted supply chains among Quad
countries.

Challenges
India lacks advanced refining technology.
Environmental concerns related to mining.
High investment requirement.
Geopolitical competition over strategic resources.
Supply chains remain vulnerable to global
disruptions.

Way Forward
Expand domestic exploration and processing
capacity.
Develop strategic mineral reserves.
Promote recycling and circular economy.
Strengthen overseas mineral partnerships through
KABIL.
Increase R&D in battery technology and substitutes.
Ensure sustainable mining practices.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

At the 11th Quad Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in
New Delhi, India, U.S., Japan, and Australia
launched initiatives on:

Maritime surveillance
Maritime domain awareness
Indo-Pacific energy security

Background:
South China Sea tensions
Strait of Hormuz and Red Sea instability
Threats to global shipping routes

Quad reaffirmed:
Freedom of navigation
UNCLOS-based maritime order
Safe maritime commerce

Key Points
Maritime Initiatives

Indo-Pacific Maritime Surveillance
CollaborationImproves maritime
information-sharing.
IPMDA ExpansionNear real-time maritime
tracking.
Monitors illegal fishing, piracy, and grey-
zone activities.
Quad at Sea MissionIndia to host next Coast
Guard exercise.
Focus on HADR and maritime coordination.

Energy Security
Quad Indo-Pacific Energy Security
InitiativeStrengthens energy resilience and
emergency response.

Strategic Concerns
Quad stressed UNCLOS compliance in:

Strait of Hormuz
South China Sea
Red Sea

Condemned attacks on commercial shipping.
China Factor

China termed Quad an “exclusive grouping”.
Concerns over Chinese assertiveness in Indo-
Pacific.

Summit Issue
No announcement on next Quad Summit.
Suggests greater ministerial-level engagement.

Static Linkages
UNCLOS = “Constitution of Oceans”.
Strait of Hormuz is a major energy chokepoint.
South China Sea is vital for global trade.
EEZ extends up to 200 nautical miles.
Transit passage applies to international straits.
SAGAR emphasizes maritime cooperation.
SLOCs are critical for India’s trade and energy
security.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens Indo-Pacific maritime security.
Improves surveillance and coordination.
Protects shipping and energy routes.
Reinforces rules-based order.

Challenges
May intensify U.S.-China rivalry.
Quad lacks formal institutional structure.
Different priorities among members.
Uncertainty over Summit-level meetings.

India’s Interest
Secures energy imports.
Protects sea trade routes.
Enhances Indo-Pacific strategic role.

Way Forward
Institutionalize Quad cooperation.
Expand maritime capacity-building.
Improve cooperation on:

Cyber security
Undersea cables
Disaster relief

Promote peaceful dispute resolution under
UNCLOS.
Balance strategic autonomy with partnerships.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Centre constituted a high-level committee to
study demographic changes caused by illegal
immigration and other “abnormal reasons”.
Announced by PM Narendra Modi on August
15, 2025.
Union Home Minister Amit Shah termed
demographic change a challenge to:

National security
Sovereignty
Law and order
Tribal protection

Committee headed by retired Supreme Court
judge Justice Prakash Prabhakar Navlekar.
Report to be submitted within 1 year.

Key Points
Committee Mandate

Study demographic changes due to:
Illegal immigration
Other abnormal demographic factors

Recommend:
Population stabilisation mechanism
Institutional framework for:

Identification
Detention
Deportation of illegal immigrants

Important Data
Last Census: 2011
Next Census likely completion: 2027
SRS 2024:

Birth rate declined from 21 (2014) → 18.3
(2024)

NFHS-5:
India’s TFR = 2.0
Below replacement level (2.1)

Members
Census Commissioner
Durga Shanker Mishra (Retd. IAS)
Balaji Srivastava (Retd. IPS)
Dr. Shamika Ravi

Static Linkages
Articles 5–11: Citizenship provisions
Citizenship Act, 1955
Foreigners Act, 1946
Census Act, 1948
Article 355:

Duty of Union to protect States against
external aggression/internal disturbance

Assam Accord, 1985:
Cut-off date for illegal migrants in Assam:
March 24, 1971

Replacement level fertility:
TFR of 2.1

Demographic Transition Theory:
Shift from high birth/death rates to low
birth/death rates

Critical Analysis
Significance

Helps assess demographic impact of illegal
immigration.
Strengthens border and internal security
framework.
May improve coordination on
identification/deportation.

Concerns
Risk of communal polarisation.
Human rights concerns during
detention/deportation.
Lack of updated Census data.
Administrative difficulties in identifying
undocumented migrants.

Way Forward
Early completion of Census.
Strengthen border surveillance.
Transparent identification process.
Ensure due process under Article 21.
Better Centre–State coordination.
Develop refugee/asylum framework.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Tamil Nadu Assembly Speaker accepted
resignation of 4 AIADMK MLAs.
MLAs had voted in favour of the ruling
government against party direction during
confidence motion.
AIADMK sought their disqualification under the
Tenth Schedule.
Issue raised:
Can Speaker accept resignation when
disqualification petitions are pending?
Important Supreme Court case:
Shrimanth Balasaheb Patel vs Speaker,
Karnataka Assembly (2019).

Key Points
Constitutional Provisions

Article 190(3)(b):
MLA may resign by writing to Speaker.
Speaker must ensure resignation is:

voluntary
genuine

Tenth Schedule (Anti-Defection Law):
Added by 52nd Constitutional Amendment
Act, 1985.
Disqualification if member:

voluntarily gives up party membership,
or
votes against party whip.

Supreme Court Observations (2019)
Speaker cannot examine political motive
behind resignation.
If resignation is voluntary and genuine, Speaker
should accept it.
Resignation does not erase earlier act of
defection.
Disqualification proceedings can continue even
after resignation if defection occurred earlier.
Disqualified member cannot become Minister
until:

re-election, or
expiry of House term.

Judicial Review
Speaker’s decisions under:

resignation, and
disqualification
 are subject to judicial review.

Static Linkages
Parliamentary democracy requires
party discipline.
Presiding officer acts as
constitutional authority.
Anti-defection law aims to ensure
political stability.
Defection undermines electoral
mandate.
Judicial review is part of basic
structure doctrine.
Quasi-judicial powers exercised by
Speaker.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Prevents misuse of resignation
process.
Maintains party discipline.
Judicial review acts as safeguard.
Strengthens stability of
governments.

Challenges
Allegations of partisan role of
Speaker.
Delay in deciding disqualification
petitions.
Resignation used to bypass anti-
defection law.
Weakens public trust in democracy.

Constitutional Issues
Balance between:

legislator’s freedom, and
party discipline.

Need for neutrality of Speaker’s
office.

Way Forward
Time-bound decision on
disqualification petitions.
Independent tribunal for anti-
defection cases.
Strengthen neutrality of Speaker.
Clear legal framework on
resignation-disqualification overlap.
Electoral reforms to reduce
opportunistic defections.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Rising tensions in West Asia disrupted shipping
through the Strait of Hormuz — a major global
oil transit route.
Brent crude prices, freight costs, and marine
insurance premiums increased sharply.
India imports nearly 85% of its crude oil needs,
making it vulnerable to external energy shocks.
Government interventions and OMC
absorption prevented sharp domestic fuel
price hikes.

Key Points
Strait of Hormuz handles nearly 20% of global
oil trade.
India diversified crude imports toward Russia,
U.S., West Africa, etc.
India-UAE agreement for crude storage in
Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR).
LPG connections increased from 14.5 crore
(2014) to 33+ crore under Ujjwala Yojana.
OMC losses estimated at ₹700–800 crore/day
during peak volatility.
CPI inflation remained around 3.2–3.5% in early
2026.
Reports suggest additional 13% fuel price rise
may be needed to offset losses.

Static Linkages
Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR)
Current Account Deficit (CAD)
Imported Inflation
Energy Security

Fossil Fuel Dependence
Maritime Chokepoints
Subsidy Burden
Market-linked Fuel Pricing
Buffer Stock Mechanism
Diversification of Energy Sources

Critical Analysis
Positives

Diversified crude sourcing reduced
dependence on Gulf countries.
Strategic reserves improved crisis
preparedness.
Stable fuel prices controlled inflationary
pressure.
Strong diplomatic and naval coordination
ensured supply continuity.

Challenges
High import dependence remains a structural
weakness.
Fuel subsidies increase fiscal burden.
OMC financial stress may affect long-term
viability.
Prolonged crude shocks can weaken rupee and
widen CAD.
Transport, fertilizer, and aviation sectors
remain oil-dependent.

Way Forward
Expand SPR capacity.
Accelerate renewable energy and Green
Hydrogen Mission.
Promote EVs and ethanol blending.
Encourage energy conservation.
Move gradually toward transparent market-
linked pricing.
Strengthen long-term crude supply
agreements.
Enhance domestic exploration under HELP
policy.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

7 out of 10 Rajya Sabha MPs of AAP announced
merger with BJP by invoking Paragraph 4 of the
10th Schedule.
Issue raises constitutional question on validity
of “merger” under Anti-Defection Law.
Similar issue earlier emerged in Maharashtra
Shiv Sena split case.
Matter concerns role of political parties,
legislature parties, and parliamentary
opposition.

Key Points
Anti-defection law added through:

52nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1985
Added 10th Schedule.

Objective:
Prevent political defections and horse-
trading.
Ensure stability of governments.

Grounds of disqualification:
Voluntarily giving up party membership.
Voting against party whip.

Exceptions originally:
Split (Paragraph 3)
Merger (Paragraph 4).
91st Constitutional Amendment Act,
2003Removed split provision.

Merger valid when:
At least 2/3rd members of legislature party
support merger.

Important Judgment:
Subhash Desai Case (2023):

Supreme Court upheld primacy of
original political party.

Static Linkages
Parliamentary democracy requires strong
opposition.
Political parties are central to representative
democracy.
Speaker/Chairman acts as tribunal under 10th
Schedule.
Judicial review allowed in Kihoto Hollohan
Case (1992).
Constitutional morality and party discipline
must be balanced.
Defections weaken electoral mandate.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Prevents instability in governments.
Reduces corruption and horse-trading.
Protects party-based democracy.

Concerns
Reduces legislators’ freedom of expression.
Speaker’s role often seen as partisan.
Merger provision can be misused for mass
defections.
Weakens opposition in Parliament.

Way Forward
Time-bound decision on disqualification
petitions.
Independent tribunal for anti-defection cases.
Clarify distinction between political party and
legislature party.
Limit whip to confidence and money bills.
Strengthen inner-party democracy.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio visited
India amid growing strains in India–U.S.
relations.
Key tensions emerged over:

U.S. tariffs and visa restrictions.
Sanctions affecting India’s energy
procurement.
Divergences regarding Iran, China and
Pakistan.
Concerns after U.S. action against Iran and
tensions in the Strait of Hormuz.

Visit coincided with the Quad Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting.
India and the U.S. discussed:

Trade and investment
Defence cooperation
Energy security
Critical minerals
Indo-Pacific security

Major outcome:
Framework on critical minerals
cooperation.

Key Points
India–U.S. ties are currently facing strategic
and economic friction despite deepening
cooperation.
India is concerned over:

Supply disruptions in West Asia.
Energy security due to Hormuz Strait tensions.
U.S. unilateral sanctions and protectionism.

Critical minerals are strategically important for:
Semiconductors
Electric vehicles
Renewable energy
Defence manufacturing

Quad aims to promote:
Free and open Indo-Pacific
Maritime security
Supply-chain resilience

India continues to follow strategic autonomy in
foreign policy.

Static Linkages
Strait of Hormuz is a major global oil chokepoint.
India imports a large share of crude oil through
West Asian sea routes.
Strategic autonomy is a core principle of India’s
foreign policy.
Critical minerals are essential for clean energy
transition and advanced technologies.
Quad includes India, U.S., Japan and Australia.
India–U.S. Civil Nuclear Agreement (2008)
strengthened strategic partnership.
Supply-chain resilience gained importance after
COVID-19 and U.S.–China tensions.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens Indo-Pacific cooperation.
Enhances critical mineral supply-chain resilience.
Supports technology and defence collaboration.
Important for balancing China’s influence.

Challenges
U.S. tariffs affect Indian exports.
Visa restrictions impact Indian professionals.
Sanctions challenge India’s strategic autonomy.
West Asian instability threatens energy security.
Divergences remain on Iran and Russia policies.

Way Forward
Diversify crude oil import sources.
Build strategic petroleum reserves.
Expand cooperation in critical minerals and
semiconductors.
Strengthen maritime security in Indian Ocean
Region.
Institutionalise trade and technology dialogue
mechanisms.
Maintain balanced multi-alignment strategy.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

CBSE introduced On-Screen Marking (OSM) for
Class 12 board evaluation in 2026.
Large-scale complaints emerged regarding:

Unevaluated supplementary sheets
Mismatched answer scripts
Poor-quality scans
Delay in grievance redressal

Over 1.25 lakh students sought access to
answer scripts.
Issue followed concerns over the NEET
examination system, highlighting weaknesses in
India’s examination governance.

Key Points
Around 18 lakh students appeared for CBSE
Class 12 exams.
OSM implemented without adequate pilot
testing.
Lack of:

SOPs
Evaluator training
Technical preparedness

IITs involved later for troubleshooting.
Raises concerns regarding:

Institutional accountability
Digital governance
Transparency in public examinations

Static Linkages
Education in Concurrent List.
Article 21A: Right to Education.
NEP 2020 promotes technology-enabled
assessment reforms.
Principles of good governance:

Transparency
Accountability
Procedural fairness

E-governance requires:
Capacity building
Data integrity
Citizen-centric administration

Critical Analysis
Positives

Faster evaluation process
Better digital record maintenance
Reduced physical handling of answer sheets

Concerns
Technological failures affected credibility.
Lack of institutional preparedness.
Mental stress among students.
Weak grievance redressal.
Risk of digital exclusion and administrative
injustice.

Way Forward
Conduct independent audit of OSM process.
Introduce phased implementation with pilot
projects.
Standardise SOPs and evaluator training.
Strengthen grievance redressal mechanisms.
Use AI-based verification for scanned scripts.
Ensure transparency in re-evaluation process.
Create autonomous examination regulatory
standards.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Internal vigilance probe in HDFC Bank allegedly
found irregular payments of about ₹45 crore
routed to Maharashtra State Road
Development Corporation (MSRDC).
Payments were allegedly made as “differential
interest” over RBI-permitted rates and
disguised as marketing expenditure for road
safety campaigns.
The issue emerged after former Chairman
Atanu Chakraborty resigned citing ethical
concerns.
Probe reportedly implicated senior
management officials including CEO, CFO, and
CMO.
Raises concerns regarding banking regulation,
corporate governance, ethical conduct, and
RBI oversight.

Key Points
RBI rules prohibit negotiated preferential
savings deposit interest rates for select
customers.
Differential payments were allegedly routed
through vendors instead of direct interest
transfer.
Internal audit flagged weak documentation and
lack of compliance checks.
Probe identified:

Regulatory violations
Governance failures
Weak internal controls
Reputational risks

Case highlights risks of regulatory arbitrage in
the banking sector.

Static Linkages
Banking Regulation Act, 1949 empowers RBI to
regulate banks.
Corporate governance principles:

Transparency
Accountability
Fiduciary responsibility
Ethical conduct

Audit Committees ensure compliance and
internal oversight.
Prudential regulation protects depositor
confidence and financial stability.
Ethical lapses in financial institutions can
create systemic risks.

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Possible violation of RBI deposit norms.
Indicates weak compliance and audit systems.
Preferential treatment undermines fairness in
banking.
May reduce public trust in financial
institutions.

Ethical Issues
Lack of transparency in routing payments.
Conflict with integrity and fiduciary duties.
Possible misuse of marketing expenditure
channels.

Regulatory Challenges
Difficulty in detecting disguised financial
arrangements.
Need for stronger supervisory mechanisms in
large private banks.

Way Forward
Strengthen RBI forensic audit and supervision.
Ensure stricter disclosure norms for bulk
deposit arrangements.
Improve accountability of board-level audit
committees.
Strengthen whistleblower protection
mechanisms.
Enhance compliance monitoring through
digital audit systems.
Enforce stricter penalties for governance
violations.
Promote ethics-based banking culture.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Rising night-time temperatures across Indian
cities are emerging as a major climate and
public health concern.
Study by Climate Trends in Chennai showed
that peak night temperatures in low-income
settlements remain close to daytime heat
levels.
Heat stress is increasingly affecting:

Outdoor workers
Urban poor
Elderly and children

Existing Heat Action Plans (HAPs) focus mainly
on emergency response rather than long-term
adaptation.
Harvard Salata Institute report highlighted that
nearly 38 crore workers in India face heat
exposure risks.

Key Points
Urban Heat Island Effect intensifies night
temperatures due to:

Concrete infrastructure
Asphalt surfaces
Loss of green cover
Reduced air circulation

Heat stress leads to:
Cardiac problems
Respiratory illnesses
Kidney ailments
Productivity losses

Major weaknesses in Heat Action Plans:

Lack of dedicated funding
Weak implementation
Poor identification of vulnerable groups
Absence of long-term urban planning

Informal workers and gig workers are highly
vulnerable due to prolonged outdoor exposure.
Rising cooling demand may increase:

Electricity consumption
Carbon emissions
Urban inequality

Static Linkages
NDMA Guidelines on Heat Waves (2019):

Early warning systems
Public awareness
Inter-agency coordination
India Cooling Action Plan (ICAP),
2019Reduce cooling demand
Promote sustainable cooling
National Action Plan on Climate Change
(NAPCC)Sustainable Habitat Mission
Article 21Right to life includes right to
health and clean environment
74th Constitutional AmendmentUrban local
bodies responsible for public health and
urban planning

Concepts:
Urban Heat Island Effect
Wet Bulb Temperature
Climate Adaptation

Critical Analysis
Significance

Highlights climate change as a public health
and governance challenge.
Shows linkage between urban planning and
climate resilience.
Reveals socio-economic inequality in climate
vulnerability.

Challenges
Heat Action Plans remain reactive.
Poor urban design increases heat retention.
Limited access to affordable cooling for poor
households.
Heat-related illnesses remain underreported.
Lack of coordination between health, urban
and labour departments.

Governance Concerns
Weak urban local body capacity.
Inadequate climate-sensitive infrastructure
planning.
Absence of heat-resilient housing standards.

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH



Way Forward
Integrate heat resilience into urban master
plans.
Expand green cover and restore urban
ventilation corridors.
Promote:

Cool roofs
Reflective construction materials
Passive cooling architecture

Strengthen Heat Action Plans with:
Dedicated funding
Local-level vulnerability mapping
Community participation

Introduce labour protection measures during
extreme heat.
Improve heat-health surveillance and data
collection.
Ensure affordable sustainable cooling access
for vulnerable groups.
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