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U.S. and India call for ‘unimpeded’ sea trade

“Tactical’ ties with other countries not at India's
‘expense’; U.S, Secretary of State Marco Rublo

Kallol Bhattacherjee

EW DELIE

he Upited Staes
woeks with many
ovumiries at a “tac-
vical” beveel, bat those gela-
tons will net distur che
strategic partnership with
Indi, LS. Secretary of |}
State Marco Rublo sadd
Iere an Sandy.
Addresing a joink press
conference at ihe Hydera-
bad kHouse Liwns, Mr. Ru-
i waied e idea of 3 “free
and open IndioPacie
went beyond the indorfac-
e 10 other “isnernational
waters™ and secused Iran
of blocking the Strai of

Trump speaks over the telephone at an event,
says India can 100% count on the U.S, President

The Hindu Bureaw
¥ NEW DELHI

Tangeting Prime Minisber
Marenudra Mo over 115,
J af St Marco
Bubio's statement that
Enddian has comemitmed o
purchasieg $500 billion
warth of UL, goods over
fiwe yeas, thie Corggiess an
Suaday alleped she

A was
wgoing the extra mile o = PAGE 4

Pivwtal ball: Exermal A Misisser S Jassharkar ared LS. Secretary of St Marco Rukio address
the press at Hyserabad House i Sew Dethi after thelr mocting on Sunday. Sy paust rrsraar

Hormuz while spondoring

Oy IETOr EPOURS,

Speaking on the occa
sion, External Affairs Al
rister 5, Jabhankar ack:
mowlediged the disruption
o supply chalms becase of  workd a8 coming a the ex-
the VLS. Jirael war on lran,
and mid that both India
and ihe US. had "very
SERONE AnbeTess™ 1o ensUne
“safe and unimpeded mar-
itime commerce”.

“As B a5 o Felations
weith other countries, yeah,
we have relations and we
work 3 the tactical bevel,
For example, and in many
other ways with countries

all ewer the world. S0 does
Inslla, That's what respon-  on Saturday, held a day
sible nation stabes dobut | lomg mceting with M.
don view our relation  Jaishuskar and other offi-
with any country I the  clak of the Indian side in.
clhuding Foreign Secretary

Im India for 2 fourday vis®t “count on me 100%", In 3
tckephone call wiib LS.
Ambassador  Sergio Gor,
whiich wers playedd 0wt oud
dusing sn event st the Bha-  clal from Washington since.
rad Mandapam celebrating  the US  amd  lasael
Vikram Missi, in which 250 years of U5, indepen-  Laumched the war on Iran
energy, bilaeral trade, and ~ dence, where both Mr  on  Fy
visa issues for skilled [n- Jabshankar and Mr. Rubio

dian workers were amsong. were present, Mr. Tramp
the isemns discussed, sadd the U5, was dhoser 10
Imsctia than ever. 1 ke the
Primse Minger... | am a big
fan fof Mr: Mod]... we have
never been choser to India
et can cousit of me
1007% and cur counsry. If
they [india] ever meed

Blr: Rubia’s visit o India

pense of our strategic al-

claimed that the war had

llrwult'mldmg CE
question on the Paidaan
L% ties that are being dis
s worldwide Becisse
aof the prominent role that
Pakistan has been playing
in bringing the conflict in
the Gulf b a pasase,

Afr. Rubio, who arrived

“chear goals” and accord:
imggly, the ULS. campaign
had destroyed bran's Navy
and “long range” misile
capahility, sayving “lran can
never pmnﬂs a nudear

Irriocustd on the cho-

that fran has sus

Trump speaks

Laver on Sunday night, U5,
Fresident Domald Trump
called Prime Minkder Na-
rendra Modi a “great
friend” and said India can

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio visited
India amid the ongoing West Asia crisis
involving Iran, Israel and the U.S.
Talks with External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar focused on:

o Indo-Pacific
Energy security
Strait of Hormuz
Maritime trade
India-U.S. trade relations
U.S. clarified that tactical relations with
Pakistan will not affect strategic partnership
with India.
India highlighted concerns regarding disruption
of global energy supply chains and maritime
commerce.

O O O O

Key Points

India and U.S. reiterated commitment to a
“Free and Open Indo-Pacific”.
Strait of Hormuz remains critical for global oil
transport.
India emphasized safe and unimpeded
maritime commerce.
India seeks diversification of energy imports
due to West Asia instability.
U.S. highlighted freedom of navigation and
maritime security.
Trade issues and large-scale imports from the
U.S. triggered domestic political debate.
India continues its policy of strategic
autonomy while maintaining relations with:

o U.S.

o lran

o Israel

o Gulf countries

Congress targets Modi
over Rubio’s trade claim

FULL REPORT OM

Is the first by o semior offi.  are holding

Mr Enhm

visiting dignitary
wibe Mr.,l'.l.klnnku ot e
ferred 1o the challenges

Iichia’s fopeimn policy were
emamating from U5,
Noting imports from the
U stoodd a8 $52.9 billion,
e sabd this weeld haeee 10
e doubled 1o henour the
commEmEnt by Me, Rubso,

eldp, they know where to mined o the Saritof Hee-
call” Mr. Trump said, muz.  “And
they're doing mow. They
hostage chi:
lUzn  wessels, including
shigs that Bave now been
stk in Abe Persian Gull.
28 He They have bid mines in an
intemnational  waterway.
And ye1, despine ol of thar,
the United States remains
committed o finding 3
peaceful, a diplopnatic so-
lution 1o this ortsis” said

ook what

In day-long meeting with Jaishankar, the top US.
diplomat discusses energy, rade, and visa issues

Ehat have emserped befose

¢ energy market in re
el ol and sought an
end 1o the stalemate. “We
are working on having an
open Strail of Hormuz

" withows wis” Mr. Rublio

sald, <m:nd.lnug1m|.\n
officials who had claimesd
i Dedhi thit lran woukl
stant charging maomey from
thee transiting ships for the
serviobd That il prenides in
the Strais.

india is among “wery
few countries” (hat have
“very  strong  relations”
with the U5, Esrael, fran
and the Gull countries, Mr.
Bubshunkar said, Berwiever,
e cited the “curnend it
tion in Mormae and said
that to deal with the pre-
wailing risks, it ks necessary
o diversify India’s enengy
aspplics.

Respanding 1o 3 ques-
Gon on the Trump admi-
mistration talisg a tough
lirve on tracke refations with
India, Mr. Rublo said it was
mat gimed 3 Indl alone
and that iz was 3 gemeral

Static Linkages

e Strait of Hormuz connects Persian Gulf with
Gulf of Oman.
e Indiaimports more than 80% of crude oil
needs.
e UNCLOS ensures freedom of navigation.
e SAGAR doctrine focuses on maritime security.
e Crude oil price rise increases:
o Current Account Deficit
o |nflation
o Fiscal pressure
e Strategic autonomy is a core feature of India’s
foreign policy.
Critical Analysis
Advantages
e Strengthening India-U.S. strategic partnership.
e Improved maritime cooperation in Indo-Pacific.
* Better energy and technology cooperation.
¢ Diversification of energy sources enhances
resilience.
Concerns
* West Asia instability threatens India’s energy
security.
* Higher oil prices may worsen inflation and CAD.
e Tactical U.S.-Pakistan ties create strategic
concerns.
L]

Large import commitments may impact
domestic industry.

Way Forward

Diversify oil import sources.

Expand renewable energy capacity.
Strengthen strategic petroleum reserves.
Enhance naval presence in Indian Ocean
Region.

Maintain strategic autonomy in foreign policy.
Promote domestic manufacturing under
Atmanirbhar Bharat.



Quad grouping remains
a ‘vital framework’, says
Japan’s Foreign Minister

Suhasini Haldar

NEW DELHI

Responding o concemns
that the Quad has lost its
relevance, Japanese Fo-
reign Minister Toshimitsu
Motegi has said that the
four-nation grouping re-
mains a "vital framework™.
In a written interview with
The Hindu ahead of the
Quadrilateral Forelgn M-
nisters' Meeting in New
Dethi on Tuesday, Mr. Mo-
tegl indicated that “cooper-
ation over critical miner-
als™ needed for  green
energy and high technolo-
#y would be at the top of
the meeting agenda.

Japan is working on crit-
ical minerals’ projects in
India, he said while calling
for improved infrastruc-
ture, more tax subsidies,
and protection for intellec-
tual property rights.

The Quad meeting,
which will see External Af-
fairs Minister 5. Jaishankar
hiost Mr. Motegi, U.S. Secre-
tary of State Marco Rublo,
and Australian Foreign Mi-
nister Penny Wong, is ex-
pected to take stock of the
conflict in West Asia, the
Strait of Hormuz blockade,
and U5, President Donald
Trump's visit this month to
China. It will also set the
agenda for the Quad Sum-
mii that has not taken
place since 2024 anmid In-
dia-15. tensions on a mam-
ber of issues.

“The Quad remains a vi-
tal framework among
countries that share funda-

ah

the country will “encour:
age New Delhi to contri-
bute 1o Indo-Pacific securi-
ty”, including through the
Quad, but did not detail its
plans for the grouping any
further. On May 2, Japa-
nese Prime Mingster Sanae
Takaichi announced Ja
pan’s “Updated Free and
Open Indo-Pacific’ policy
during a visit 1o Vietnam, a
4 that i

= L
mental vahies and strategic
interests. It has delivered
concrete results across a
wide range of areas, in-
clucling maritime security,
economic security, and cy-
bersecurity.” Mr. Motegi
said, but side-stepped qu-
eries on why the mechan-
ism finds linle mention in
strategy  documents  of
member countries.

He declined to respond
1o @ question on whether
the 1L52s wrpedoing of the
Iramian ship IRIS Dena in
the Indian Ocean on March
4 would be raised by fellow
Quad members, given
thelr agenda of ensuring
peace and stability in the
Ind-Pacific region.

Free and open Pacific

Although the Quad Foreign
Ministers met twice in
2025, setting a new agen-
da, the grouping has found
litile or no mention in re-
cent srategic documents
issued by the U.S., Austra-
lian, and Japanese govern-
ments. The U.§. National
Security Sirategy, released
in November 2025, savs

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

e Ahead of the Quad Foreign Ministers’ Meeting
in New Delhi, Japanese Foreign Minister
Toshimitsu Motegi stated that the Quad
remains a “vital framework”.

* The meeting involves:

o India
o Japan
o United States
o Australia
* Main focus areas:
o Critical minerals cooperation
o Maritime security
o Energy security
o Supply-chain resilience
o Cybersecurity
¢ Discussions are taking place amid:
o West Asia conflict
o Threats to the Strait of Hormuz
o Growing Indo-Pacific geopolitical
competition

e Japan reiterated commitment to the vision of a

Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP).
Key Points

e Quad is aninformal strategic grouping aimed at

promoting:
o Rules-based international order
o Freedom of navigation
o Regional stability

e Japan emphasized cooperation in:

o

Lithium

the Quad just omee, in the
context of the critical min-
erals initlasive.

The Japanese Forelgm
Minister gaid  Tuesday's
meeting would discuss “re-
gional and global situa.
tions™ and send “an unwa:
vering message that the
Quad would comtinue 10
robustly advance practical
cooperation toward  the
realisation of a Free and
Open Indo-Pacific (FOIPY”

In April, Ms. Takalchi
had abo proposed a “Part-
nership On Wide Energy
and Resources Resilience
(POWERR Aska)™, at an
event attended virually by
Mr. Jaishankar that will
coordinate on oil, gas and
renewables procurement,
financing and storage me-
chanisms to deal with the
energy crisis as a result of
the Iran conflict, “The
countries most affected by
disruptions in the supply
of energy amd resources
passing through the Strait
of Hormuz are those in
Asia, and these impacts ex:
tend to all countries closely
connected through supply
chains,” Mr. Motegi said.

o Cobalt
o Rare earth minerals
Critical minerals are important for:
o Electric vehicles (EVs)
o Renewable energy
o Semiconductor manufacturing
o Defence technologies
Japan proposed the POWERR Asia initiative for
energy and resource resilience.
India remains committed to:
o Strategic autonomy
o Multi-alignment
o Inclusive Indo-Pacific approach
The Quad has expanded cooperation in:
o Maritime domain awareness
Disaster relief
Critical technologies
Supply chains
Cybersecurity

O O O o

Static Linkages

Strait of Hormuz
o Connects Persian Gulf with Gulf of Oman.
o One of the world’s most important oil
transit chokepoints.
UNCLOS
o Supports freedom of navigation and
maritime cooperation.
India’s SAGAR Doctrine
o Security and Growth for All in the Region.
India’s Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI)
o Focuses on maritime cooperation and
regional connectivity.
Critical Minerals
o Essential for green energy transition and
strategic industries.
India launched:
o National Critical Mineral Mission
o PLI Schemes for electronics and battery
manufacturing

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens Indo-Pacific strategic cooperation.
Helps diversify supply chains away from
excessive dependence on China.

Enhances maritime security in the Indian
Ocean Region.

Promotes resilient semiconductor and clean-
energy ecosystems.

Supports India’s strategic and economic
interests.



Challenges

Quad lacks:

o Formal treaty structure

o Permanent secretariat
Different strategic priorities among member
countries.
China perceives Quad as a containment
mechanism.
Energy insecurity due to West Asia instability.
Dependence on external sources for critical
minerals remains high.

Way Forward

Strengthen institutional coordination within
Quad.

Develop resilient and diversified critical
mineral supply chains.

Enhance domestic exploration and processing
capacity in India.

Improve maritime cooperation in the Indo-
Pacific.

Maintain ASEAN centrality and inclusive
regional architecture.

Balance strategic partnerships with India’s
strategic autonomy.




Development, tribal protection can coexist in Nicobar: Oram

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELII

Responding 1o Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh's al
legations that the Great Ni-
cobar Eland project vie-
lates tribal commmunities
forest rights, Union Minis-
ter Jual Oram has sald, “De-
velopment and tribal pro.
tection are not matually
exclusive and can coexist
robust measures.”

In his response, Mr.
Oram saressed that as a re-
glonal power, “India can-
maot afford to leave strategi-
cally decishve geographles
underdeveloped.” He sald
the Forest Rights Act opeér-
ated in addition o existing
Lwws such as the Protection
of Abariginal Tribes Regu:
Iations of 1956, which sulll-
ciently "protects habitats,
restricts external extru-
ston, and preserves abori-

ginal ways of life™.

He alsp defended the
e b abiain the consen
of the Shompen comsmiini-
ty throwgh the administra
tion-run Andaman  Adim
Jamjati  Wikas  Samit
(AAJVS), saying the body ts
specifically mamndated to
advise the admintsration
«om the protection and wel-
Fare of “aboriginal triles™
and that such a mechanism
is “relevant for welfare,
protection and informed
administrative  decisbon-
making concerning vilmer-
abile tribal growps®,

On displacement
Mr, Oram also added that
s per the informathon pro-
vided by the Istand admi-
nistration, "no tribal habi-
tation is proposed 1o be
as part of the
project”. In I-hrch the ad-
ministration, however, had

Ik canaal alfond 1o bt ibMlogically decinhe goographics
wrderdeveloped, the Union Minister said. are

published a draft plan for
the “relocation” of tribal
families. affected by the
T92,000-crome project.

Mr. Oram was respond-
ing to a detailed letter from
Mr. Ramesh, in which he
had called for the withidra-
wal of all ciearances grant-
cd under the 2006 Forest

Rights Act, arguing that

consenl procedunes under
thee lw had been violated.

Mr. Ramesh's May 13 let-
ver notec that the Gram
Sabhs that were supposed
to have consented 1o the
diversion of forest Lind un-
der the FRA consisted of
settler familics and not
members of the Nicoba-
rese and Shompen people,

wha are the ones with an
actual claim over the forest
Eanal in GNI under the FRA.

He aserted tha the
AAJVE, besing an entity con
trolked by the adminisira-
tion, could not have con-
sented on behall of the
Shompen community as
per the law,

Oversight mechanisms
Mr. Oram maintained that
India cannot afford o
leave strategically decisive
peographies  underdeve-
loped and argwed that the
protection of tribal rights
and development  can
coexist through =“continu-
onzs oversight mechanisms
such as satellite monitor-
l‘ng land mapping, and
regulatory
mﬂuﬂnnm
He emphasised the ime
portance of the project’s

Inca:km In providing India  oth

e Strategic Importance:
o Close to Malacca Strait.

with a “eritical vantage
paint cver maritime secur-
ity™, strengthening the
COMRLTY'S bo-Pacilic pre-
sence and strategic robe,
amd  enhancing  regional
trade  and  diplomarie
Integraton.

He said that the Centre's
project “represemts an im-
portant shift in India’s ap-
proech towards fromtier in-
frastructure development
by strengthening conmec: . o
ity logisics, and nanion- Static Linkages
al presence in remote but
strategheally vital regions™, .
andﬁilrisimpmunrw ® FRA, 2006
“position Great Nleobar [s-
land as a model of strategic
frontier BPETTaTOE,
where national security
priorites  are  pursued
alongside ecological sus-
tainability, legal com-
pliance, and robust protec:
tion of the Shompen and
er tribal communities™.

maritime presence and
security.

rights and habitat rights of
PVTGs.
e Shompen Tribe:

o Enhances India’s Indo-Pacific

o Recognises community forest

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

Union Tribal Affairs Minister Jual Oram
defended the ¥92,000-crore Great Nicobar
Island Development Project amid allegations of
Forest Rights Act (FRA) violations raised by
Jairam Ramesh.

The issue concerns alleged improper consent
procedures involving the Shompen and
Nicobarese tribal communities in Great
Nicobar Island.

The Centre stated that strategic development
and tribal protection can coexist through legal
safeguards and monitoring mechanisms.

The project is strategically important due to
Great Nicobar’s location near the Malacca
Strait in the Indo-Pacific region.

Key Points

Project Components:

o International Container Transshipment
Terminal

o Greenfield Airport

o Township Development

o Power Plant

Estimated Cost: 92,000 crore.
Government cited:

o Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006

o Andaman and Nicobar Protection of
Aboriginal Tribes Regulation (ANPATR),
1956

o as safeguards for tribal protection.

Concerns raised:

o Gram Sabha consent allegedly taken from
settler populations instead of indigenous
tribes.

o Validity of consent through Andaman Adim
Janjati Vikas Samiti (AAJVS) questioned.

Ecological Concerns:

o Large-scale forest diversion.

o Threat to biodiversity-rich tropical
rainforest ecosystem.

o Classified as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Group (PVTG).
e ANPATR, 1956:
o Protects indigenous tribes of Andaman &
Nicobar Islands.
e Sustainable Development:
o Balancing economic growth with
environmental conservation.
e Precautionary Principle:
o Environmental protection despite
developmental uncertainties.
e Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve:
o Part of UNESCO’s Man and Biosphere
Programme.
e Malacca Strait:
o Critical global maritime trade route.

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Strengthens India’s maritime security in Indo-
Pacific.
e Enhances connectivity and logistics
infrastructure.
e Supports blue economy and trade ambitions.
e Improves strategic presence near Malacca Strait.
Concerns
e Possible FRA consent violations.
e Threat to Shompen tribal habitat and culture.
e Ecological damage and biodiversity loss.
e Seismic and tsunami vulnerability of the region.
¢ Risk of displacement and deforestation.

Way Forward

e Ensure strict FRA compliance and genuine tribal
consent.

e Conduct transparent environmental and social
impact assessments.

e Adopt eco-sensitive and disaster-resilient
infrastructure.

e Strengthen biodiversity conservation measures.

e Ensure participatory governance involving tribal
communities.

e Balance strategic development with ecological
sustainability.



The U.S. ends Russia oil waiver, implications for India

e United States” decision o tighten
restriction:s again on Russian sc:
ol may seem B another chapter i

w'y ore thit directly affects India and much of
the tevelaping werld.
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How energy shocks travel into
India's economy

The implications bar India exbend lar beyond crude prices alone. Modem

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News
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and urstable enengy workd.

* The U.S. has tightened sanctions on Russian
seaborne oil amid the ongoing Russia-Ukraine

conflict.

* The move comes during rising instability in
West Asia, Red Sea disruptions and concerns
over the Strait of Hormuz.

¢ [ndia has significantly increased imports of
discounted Russian crude oil since 2022 to
manage inflation and energy costs.

e Theissue highlights the growing importance of
energy security in global geopolitics and India’s
strategic autonomy.

Key Points

* India imports nearly 90% of its crude oil
requirements.
e Russian crude helped India:
o Reduce import costs
o Controlinflation
o Improve refinery margins
o Diversify energy sources
e Strait of Hormuz handles nearly one-fifth of
global oil trade.
e Energy disruptions now occur through:
o Sanctions
o Shipping restrictions
o Insurance barriers
o Financial controls
e Rising crude prices affect:
o Inflation
o Fiscal deficit

o Current Account Deficit (CAD)

o Food and fertilizer subsidies

India needs:

o Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR)
o Diversified import sources

o Renewable energy transition

o Domestic exploration expansion

Static Linkages

Strategic autonomy in foreign policy

Energy security as part of national security
Importance of maritime chokepoints

Strategic Petroleum Reserve mechanism
Current Account Deficit and imported inflation
Diversification of energy basket

Indian Ocean maritime security

Renewable energy transition

Blue economy and sea lanes of communication

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Discounted Russian oil reduced inflationary
pressure.

Helped maintain energy supply stability.
Strengthened India’s bargaining power in
energy markets.

Reduced overdependence on West Asia.

Concerns

High import dependence increases
vulnerability.

Secondary sanctions may impact Indian
companies.

Hormuz-related disruptions can threaten
supply chains.

Rising oil prices worsen CAD and inflation.

Strategic Challenges

Balancing relations with Russia and the West.
Managing energy transition alongside rising
demand.

Ensuring uninterrupted maritime trade routes.
Reducing exposure to geopolitical conflicts.

Way Forward

Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Diversify crude imports towards Africa and
Latin America.

Accelerate renewable energy and green
hydrogen.

Increase domestic oil and gas exploration.
Strengthen maritime security in the Indian
Ocean Region.

Promote electric mobility and energy
efficiency.

Develop resilient payment and shipping
systems.



India’s green transition still runs on coal

he recent rise in ghobal energy prices
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

* Rising geopolitical tensions in West Asia have
increased global crude oil and energy prices,
highlighting India’s vulnerability to external
energy shocks.

e Nearly half of India’s fossil fuel imports pass
through the Strait of Hormuz, including crude
oiland LNG imports.

* India has significantly expanded renewable
energy capacity over the last decade.
Renewables accounted for 42.4% of installed
power capacity by March 2026.

* However, renewable sources contributed only
15.8% of actual electricity generation, while
coal contributed 71.8%.

* The development highlights the gap between
renewable capacity addition and actual
transition away from coal-based power
generation.

Key Points
* India’s energy transition is currently focused
more on installed capacity rather than actual
electricity generation.
e Coal continues to remain the backbone of
India’s power sector.
e Solar and wind energy are intermittent sources
and depend on weather conditions.
e Lack of large-scale battery storage systems
limits renewable integration into the grid.
* Coal-based thermal plants provide baseload
power and grid stability.
¢ Global crude oil price rise indirectly increases:
o Electricity tariffs
o Inflation
o Industrial costs
Fiscal burden
e India’s transition is real but incomplete
because renewables are being added alongside
coal instead of replacing it.

(o]

Static Linkages

India is the world’s third-largest energy consumer.
Energy security includes:

o Availability

o Accessibility

o Affordability

o Sustainability

Baseload power refers to uninterrupted minimum
electricity supply required for grid stability.

Coal remains India’s dominant source of electricity
generation.

India announced Panchamrit targets at COP26:

o 500 GW non-fossil fuel capacity by 2030

o Net-zero emissions by 2070

Green Energy Corridor Project aims to strengthen
renewable transmission infrastructure.

National Green Hydrogen Mission seeks to reduce
dependence on imported fossil fuels.

Strategic Petroleum Reserves help manage global
supply disruptions.

Strait of Hormuz is a critical global energy chokepoint.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Rapid renewable expansion supports climate
commitments.

Reduces long-term dependence on imported fossil
fuels.

Encourages green investment and clean technology
development.

Improves energy diversification.

Challenges

Coal dependence continues despite renewable growth.
Renewable intermittency affects reliability of supply.
Weak storage infrastructure limits renewable efficiency.
India remains exposed to geopolitical instability in
energy-producing regions.

DISCOM financial stress affects power sector reforms.

Key Concern

Installed renewable capacity does not automatically
translate into actual electricity generation.

Without storage and grid modernisation, coal will
continue to dominate power generation.

Way Forward

Expand Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).
Strengthen Green Energy Corridor and transmission
networks.

Modernise electricity grids for renewable integration.
Promote domestic manufacturing of solar modules and
batteries.

Gradually phase out inefficient coal plants.

Diversify crude oil and LNG import sources.

Promote Green Hydrogen and clean energy
technologies.

Improve financial health of DISCOMs.



Coerced consent

Supreme Court should set aside sedition
as constitutionally unsustainable

he Indian state has not infrequently used

the colonkal effence of sedition, codified

under Sectiom I24A of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC), 283 wol 1o quell diseent, In May 3022,
the Supreme Court of India asked State and cen-
tral governments 10 refrain from registering new
first information reports and from taking coer-
cive mexsures under Section 1244 in SG. Vom-
batkere vs Union of India while the Centre said it
would “recongider™ the provision. When the
Eharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) took effect in
2024, Parliament effectively replaced Section
1244 with Section 152 and increased the mini-
mum sentenoe ie seven years. it was sedition by a
mew name, In February 2026, Chief justice of In-
diia Surya Kant orally observed that the Centre’s
promise in 2022 o review the provision could
not bind Parltament. As if 1o release the pressure
on courts, but also effectively easing the coun-
ry's passage into the BNS era, on May 21, 2026,
the Court said that if an acoused person has no
ohjection, courts may proceed on cases involving
Section L24A, However, such consent from the ac-
cused may be ooerced, especially if they lack ro-
bust begal representation, becawse the ahernative
for the incaroerated persons is indefinite delay, It
s effectively a Hobson's choboe between bad and
WOTSe OULCOMmEs.

Indeed, as the 2022 stay paused the use of Sec-
thon L24A pending constirutional challenge, how
meaningful an accused person’s consent to trial
can be where refisal may entail profonged delay
iz unclear. 5.6, Vounbatkere also provided those
charged with sedition to move for bail, meaning
liberty rather than restoring procesdings was the
intended remedy for frozen trials. The May clari-
fication swings in the other direction, and also
stands in contrast tothe “hail is the rube’ principle
that the Court recently reinforced in Syed [ftikhar
Andrabi. If the Court wished to preserve agency,
it should have paired continuation with a pre-
sumpiion of bail. The 202 stay was also intended
1o annul the chilling effect of the charge of sedi-
tion on free speech. Now, weabthber or politically
connected acoused persons may secure bail
through sustained Bugaion and wait out pro-
ceedings ourside the prison, whereas poorer pri-
soners who are unable to secure bail will be com-
pelled 1o consent o a trial, if only 10 obtain a
verdict, As a result, iberty could depend on the
capacity to litigate rather than on legal princi-
ples. Finally, if the state knows. that cases involv-
ing constitutionally contested offences can re-
main in limbo whike the accused persons are
incarcerated, there is a perverse incentive for
bad-faith state actors to not resolve the underly-
ing uncertainty quickly. Instead of determining
once and for all whether sedition & a criminal of-
fence is constinntionally sustainable, the Court
heas passed the burden o the accused and de-
clined to do s own duty:

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

The Supreme Court in S.G. Vombatkere vs
Union of India had put on hold the use of
Section 124A IPC (sedition) and directed
governments not to file fresh sedition cases.
The Union government informed the Court that
it would reconsider the colonial-era sedition
law.

In 2024, the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita replaced
IPC provisions and introduced Section 152
dealing with acts threatening sovereignty,
unity, and integrity of India.

Critics argued that Section 152 is effectively a
new form of sedition law with harsher
punishment.

In May 2026, the Supreme Court allowed
pending sedition trials to continue if the
accused persons had no objection.

Concerns were raised that economically
weaker undertrials may feel compelled to
consent because refusal could lead to
indefinite delay in proceedings.

Key Points

Section 124A IPC (Sedition) criminalised
attempts to bring hatred, contempt, or
disaffection against the government.
Section 152 BNS criminalises:

o Secession,

o Armed rebellion,

o Subversive activities,
o Activities endangering sovereignty and
integrity of India.
e Punishment under Section 152:
o Minimum imprisonment of 7 years,
o Extendable to life imprisonment.
e The Supreme Court’s 2022 order:
o Stayed fresh sedition FIRs,
o Allowed accused persons to seek bail.
e Debate centres around:
Freedom of speech,
National security,
Judicial delay,
Rights of undertrial prisoners.

O O o o

Static Linkages

e Article 19(1)(a): Freedom of speech and
expression.

e Article 19(2): Reasonable restrictions in the
interest of sovereignty, integrity, security of
State, and public order.

e Article 21: Protection of life and personal
liberty.

¢ Sedition law was introduced by the British in
1870 to suppress nationalist movements.

e Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Mahatma Gandhi were
tried under sedition law.

e Kedar Nath Singh vs State of Bihar upheld
sedition law but restricted it only to incitement
to violence or public disorder.

e “Bailis therule, jail is the exception” is part of
constitutional jurisprudence linked to Article
21.

* NCRB data has shown low conviction rates in
sedition-related cases.

Critical Analysis
Concerns
e Broad wording may criminalise legitimate
criticism of government policies.
* Creates chilling effect on journalists, activists,
and civil society.
* Delayed constitutional adjudication creates
legal uncertainty.
e Poor and undertrial prisoners may suffer
prolonged incarceration.
e Liberty may depend on access to legal
resources and quality representation.
Government’s Perspective
* Necessary to protect:
o Sovereignty,
o Unity,
o National security.



e Important against:
o Secessionist activities,
o Violent extremism,
o Anti-state threats.

Constitutional Dimension

* Balance needed between:
o Freedom of speech,
o Security of the State.

e Restrictions under Article 19(2) must satisfy

reasonableness and proportionality tests.

Way Forward

e Clearly define offences involving direct
incitement to violence.

e Introduce safeguards before registration of
cases under Section 152.

* Ensure speedy trials and liberal bail standards
in speech-related offences.

e Strengthen legal aid for economically weaker
accused persons.

e Supreme Court should provide final
constitutional clarity on sedition-like offences.

* Promote balance between civil liberties and
national security concerns.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

Rising geopolitical tensions in West Asia and
sustained high crude oil prices have increased
concerns regarding India’s external sector
stability.

India is withessing pressure on its Balance of
Payments (BoP), mainly due to weakening
capital inflows rather than Current Account
Deficit (CAD).

Net Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) inflows
have declined sharply in recent years amid
tighter global financial conditions.
Policymakers are relying on rupee depreciation
and foreign capital measures to maintain
macroeconomic stability.

Key Points

India’s CAD has remained relatively moderate,
averaging below 1% of GDP in recent years.
The present BoP stress is mainly emerging
from the Capital Account.

Capital inflows have slowed significantly since
2023.

Net FDI inflows, which earlier averaged around
1.5% of GDP, have weakened considerably.
High U.S. Treasury yields and global monetary
tightening are reducing foreign investments in
emerging economies like India.

Rising crude oil prices may widen India’s import
billand CAD.

Rupee depreciation can improve export
competitiveness but may also increase
imported inflation.

RBI may intervene through forex reserves and
capital inflow measures to stabilise the rupee.

Static Linkages

Balance of Payments includes Current Account
and Capital Account.

']
Mg Wiews are perscrl

Current Account records trade in goods,
services, remittances, and transfers.
Capital Account records FDI, FPI, external
borrowings, and banking flows.

India follows a managed floating exchange rate
system.

FDI is considered more stable than Foreign
Portfolio Investment (FPI).

Forex reserves help absorb external sector
shocks.

Higher crude oil prices increase CAD in oil-
importing countries.

Currency depreciation can support exports
through expenditure switching effect.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Moderate CAD provides some macroeconomic
cushion.

Rupee depreciation supports export
competitiveness.

Strong services exports and remittances
continue to support the external sector.
Adequate forex reserves provide short-term
stability.

Concerns

Declining FDI reflects structural
competitiveness issues.

Rising crude prices increase inflationary
pressures.

Volatile capital flows can destabilise the rupee.
Excessive depreciation raises import costs and
external debt burden.

Weak private investment cycle may slow
economic growth.

Way Forward

Improve ease of doing business to attract
stable FDI inflows.

Strengthen manufacturing competitiveness
through reforms and PLI schemes.

Diversify energy imports and accelerate
renewable energy transition.

Maintain prudent fiscal and monetary
coordination.

Deepen domestic financial markets and reduce
dependence on volatile capital flows.
Continue building adequate forex reserves for
external stability.



An election far away, a crisis at
home, lessons in aftermath
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

During the recent West Bengal elections, many
migrant domestic workers returned to their
home State to vote.

Metro cities such as Delhi NCR and Bengaluru
witnessed shortages of maids, cooks, drivers
and caregivers.

The incident exposed the dependence of urban
households on migrant informal labour.
App-based domestic work platforms saw
increased demand during this period.

The issue revived debates on informal
employment, labour dignity and regulation of
the gig economy.

Key Points

Domestic work in India is largely part of the
unorganised sector.
Workers often face:

°o Low wages,

o Lack of written contracts,

o Long working hours,

o Absence of social security.
Migrant labour plays a major role in sustaining
urban service economies.
Temporary labour shortages increased
bargaining power and wage rates for workers.
App-based gig platforms provide:

o Flexible work opportunities,

o Better wage transparency,

o Standardised services,

o Defined work hours.
However, gig work also raises concerns
regarding:

Job insecurity,

Overwork,

Lack of welfare protection,
Algorithmic control over workers.

O O O ©O

Static Linkages

Article 21: Right to life with dignity.

Article 23: Protection against exploitation and
forced labour.

DPSPs advocate humane conditions of work and
living wages.

Labour is placed in the Concurrent List.

Code on Social Security, 2020 recognises gig and
platform workers.

e-Shram portal aims to create a database of
unorganised workers.

NITI Aayog has highlighted rapid growth of the gig
economy in India.

Economic Survey has repeatedly discussed
vulnerabilities in informal employment.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Gig platforms improve transparency in wages and
working hours.

Workers gain greater flexibility and bargaining
power.

Digital platforms partially formalise domestic
labour markets.

Increased awareness regarding dignity of labour.

Challenges

Gig workers still lack adequate social-security
coverage.

Informal workers remain vulnerable to
exploitation.

Urban economies are highly dependent on cheap
migrant labour.

Platform economy may increase work pressure
and insecurity.

Domestic work continues to receive low social
recognition.

Ethical Dimension

Raises questions about dignity, respect and
humane treatment of workers.
Reflects socio-economic inequality in urban India.

Way Forward

Ensure effective implementation of labour codes.
Expand social-security coverage for gig and
domestic workers.

Introduce minimum wages and written contracts
for domestic work.

Strengthen e-Shram and portability of welfare
benefits.

Regulate gig platforms to ensure fair working
conditions.

Promote awareness regarding dignity of labour
and ethical employer practices.



The energy challenge is
urgent, stepuptoit

HEUS war on Iran hasprompted a rethink on the chal-

lenges facing the Indian economy. While most of the
Tl'ocusmpmc-semhﬂsbccn on the sharp fall in the ex-

change rate of the rupee, the rupee’s fall isn't, by itself,
the problem. It is, rather, a reflection of the more substantive
weaknesses in the economy. The biggest one is India’s high and
rising dependence on energy imports. The initial response of auws-
tetity — urging people towork from home and other ways o comn-
serveenergy —could at best bea short-term fix. Itisnot a surprise
that on his return from the five-nation tour last week, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi held ameeting with hiscouncilofministers
to review the state of the economy and asked them to urgenthy
explore allernative energy soures.

An economy suchas India'sthat hopesto quadniple average
Ircomes over the next 20 years will need all the energy it can
et Forinstanee, according to the government's own data, be-
tween 2013-14 and 2023-24, per capita electricity consumption
roseby 46 per cent. But while demand is growing fast, and isex-
pected to grow faster, the supply of energy is a different story.
Take coal, for example, India has one of the largest reserves of
coal in the world and coal has remained the backbone of its
energy supply, accounting for nearly 79 per cent of the total
energy supplicd domestically in 2024-25. Yet, the government
admits in 2026 that the country has “experienced a steady de-
pendency on imported coal over the last decade”, The netenergy
importdependency — an indicator that measures theextent o
which a country relies on imports to meet its energy require-
ments — forecal is more than 23 per cent. This dependence on
impaorts is alarmingly high and rising when it comes to crude
oll (almost 20 per cent, up from 85 per cent a decade ago) and
natural gas {50 per cent, up from 40 per cent a decade ago).

‘When it comestoashift to renewables, Indiais fourth globally
inrenewableenergy installed capaciry, fourth inwind power, and
third in solar power capacity. But more needs to be done, and
s0001. Finally, bevond finding new ways to produce and source
energy with a view to reducing impont dependence, India must
alsorelookat how it usesitsenergy. Can it shift toelectricity (pro-
dueed from domestic sources) for cooking fod instead of using
imported gas? Or so radically improve public transport that it ne-
duces the need for cars? Theseare the questions,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

The ongoing geopolitical tensions involving
Iran and volatility in global crude oil markets
have revived concerns regarding India’s energy
security.

The depreciation of the rupee reflects
structural economic vulnerabilities,
particularly India’s high dependence on
imported energy.

The Prime Minister recently reviewed the
economic situation and stressed the need to
diversify energy sources.

India’s growing economy and rising electricity
consumption are increasing energy demand
rapidly.

Key Points

India’s per capita electricity consumption
increased by around 46% between 2013-14 and
2023-24.
Coal contributes nearly 79% of India’s
domestic energy supply.
Import dependence:
o Crude oil: ~90%
o Natural gas: ~50%
o Coal: ~23%
India ranks:
o 4thin renewable energy installed capacity
©o 4thin wind energy
o 3rdin solar power capacity
High energy imports increase:
o Current Account Deficit (CAD)

o Inflationary pressures
o Rupee depreciation
o Fiscal burden
Government initiatives:
National Green Hydrogen Mission
PM-KUSUM Scheme
FAME Scheme
National Solar Mission
Ethanol Blending Programme

O O O O O

Static Linkages

Energy security is a key component of economic
and strategic security.

High import dependence adversely impacts
Balance of Payments.

Fossil fuel dependence contributes to climate
change and air pollution.

Renewable energy supports sustainable
development and energy transition.

Strategic Petroleum Reserves help manage
external supply shocks.

Public transport and electrification reduce fossil
fuel consumption.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Renewable energy expansion reduces long-term
import dependence.

Energy diversification strengthens strategic
autonomy.

Electric mobility can reduce crude oil imports.
Green energy sector creates employment
opportunities.

Challenges

Excessive dependence on imported crude oil
exposes India to geopolitical shocks.
Renewable energy transition requires huge
investments and storage capacity.

Coal dependence continues despite climate
commitments.

Weak public transport increases petroleum
consumption.

Global energy price volatility impacts inflation
and growth.

Way Forward

Accelerate renewable energy and battery storage
expansion.

Promote green hydrogen and biofuels.
Strengthen domestic oil and gas exploration.
Expand electric mobility and public transport
systems.

Improve energy efficiency in industries and
households.

Increase Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Encourage decentralized renewable energy
generation.
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