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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

India and the African Union (AU) postponed the
Fourth India–Africa Forum Summit (IAFS-IV),
scheduled in New Delhi from May 28–31.
The decision was taken due to the Ebola
outbreak in parts of Africa, particularly in the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and
Uganda.
The World Health Organization (WHO) declared
the outbreak a Public Health Emergency of
International Concern (PHEIC) under the
International Health Regulations (2005).
The previous India–Africa Forum Summit was
held in 2015 after a similar Ebola-related
postponement.

Key Points
India–Africa Forum Summit (IAFS)

Launched in 2008.
Premier platform for India–Africa partnership.
Summits held:

2008 – New Delhi
2011 – Addis Ababa
2015 – New Delhi

Areas of cooperation:
Trade and investment
Capacity building
Development partnership
Maritime security
Healthcare cooperation
Technology transfer

Importance of Africa for India
Africa is important for:

Energy security
Critical minerals
Maritime security
Food security

Africa is a major source of:
Crude oil

Gold
Phosphates

India’s major initiatives in Africa:
ITEC Programme
Lines of Credit (LOCs)
Pan-African e-Network
Vaccine diplomacy

Ebola Virus Disease (EVD)
Viral haemorrhagic disease caused by
Ebolavirus.
Reservoir host: Fruit bats.
Spread through:

Bodily fluids
Infected animals
Contaminated surfaces

High fatality rate.
No airborne transmission.

Public Health Emergency of International Concern
(PHEIC)

Declared by WHO under International Health
Regulations (2005).
Indicates a serious international public health
threat requiring coordinated global response.
Examples:

COVID-19
Ebola
Mpox
Polio

Static Linkages
WHO headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland
African Union headquarters: Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia
International Health Regulations revised in
2005 after SARS outbreak.
African Union became a permanent member of
the G20 in 2023.
India follows the SAGAR Doctrine for Indian
Ocean cooperation.
South-South Cooperation is a key pillar of
India’s foreign policy.
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Critical Analysis
Positives

Reflects responsible diplomacy prioritising
public health.
Strengthens cooperative India–Africa
engagement.
Opens scope for deeper health diplomacy.

Challenges
Delay may reduce momentum in India–Africa
relations.
China’s influence in Africa continues to expand.
Weak healthcare infrastructure in African
countries.
Global pandemics affect trade and
connectivity.

Strategic Concerns for India
Africa is important for critical minerals and
energy imports.
Instability affects Indian Ocean security.
Public health crises can disrupt supply chains
and trade.

Way Forward
Strengthen India–Africa healthcare
cooperation.
Promote vaccine manufacturing partnerships
in Africa.
Expand digital disease surveillance systems.
Fast-track rescheduling of IAFS-IV.
Increase cooperation in critical minerals and
maritime security.
Support reforms in global health governance
institutions.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Supreme Court clarified that trials/appeals
under Section 124A IPC (sedition) can continue
if the accused has no objection.
Earlier, in May 2022, the Court had stayed
sedition proceedings while the Union
government reconsidered the law.
Issue linked with Section 152 of Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023, which deals with
acts endangering sovereignty, unity, and
integrity of India.
Petitioners argue Section 152 is a broader
version of the old sedition provision.

Key Points 
Section 124A IPC (Sedition):

Introduced in 1870 by British government.
Punishes attempts to bring
hatred/contempt against government
established by law.
Punishment: Up to life imprisonment.

Supreme Court Interim Order (2022):
Stayed pending sedition trials.
Directed governments not to register fresh
FIRs under Section 124A.

Present Clarification (2026):
Cases can proceed where accused
consents.
Courts may decide such matters on merits.

Section 152 BNS, 2023:
Criminalises:

Secession
Armed rebellion
Subversive activities
Activities endangering sovereignty and
integrity of India.

Important Constitutional & Legal Linkages
Article 19(1)(a):

Freedom of speech and expression.

Article 19(2):
Reasonable restrictions on:

Sovereignty & integrity
Security of State
Public order.

Kedar Nath Singh Case (1962):
Sedition valid only when linked to:

Incitement to violence
Public disorder.

Balwant Singh Case (1995):
Casual slogans without violence not
sedition.

Doctrine Involved:
Balance between:

National security
Civil liberties.

Prelims Pointers
Sedition under old IPC = Section 124A.
Replaced IPC under Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), 2023.
Section 152 BNS relates to sovereignty and
integrity of India.
Sedition is not expressly mentioned in
Constitution.
Reasonable restrictions derive from Article
19(2).

Mains Focus Areas
Issues with Sedition Law

Colonial legacy.
Vague terminology.
Misuse against dissent/journalists/activists.
Chilling effect on free speech.
Low conviction rate.

Arguments in Favour
Protects sovereignty and integrity.
Useful against secessionist and extremist
activities.
Helps maintain public order and national
security.

Way Forward
Clearly define “subversive activities” and
related terms.
Restrict law only to:

Violence
Armed rebellion
Incitement against State.

Ensure judicial and procedural safeguards.
Balance national security with democratic
freedoms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Union Government announced creation of five
new districts in Ladakh — Nubra, Changthang,
Sham, Zanskar and Drass.
Debate revived over demands for:

Sixth Schedule status,
Constitutional safeguards,
Legislature/statehood for Ladakh.

Ladakh became a Union Territory without
legislature after the Jammu & Kashmir
Reorganisation Act, 2019.
Concerns relate to:

Protection of tribal identity,
Land rights,
Ecological conservation,
Local participation in governance.

Key Points
Ladakh is administered directly by the Centre
through the Lieutenant Governor.
Government argues:

Sparse population,
Strategic border location,
Financial dependence,
 make legislature unnecessary.

Sixth Schedule demand seeks:
Protection of tribal land,
Cultural autonomy,
Local self-governance.

Comparisons made with:
Nagaland,
Mizoram,
Arunachal Pradesh,

 which received greater political autonomy
despite low population and strategic
sensitivity.

Large renewable energy projects planned in
Ladakh raise concerns over:

Grazing rights,
Ecological sustainability,
Local participation in decision-making.

Static Linkages
Article 239 – Administration of Union Territories.
Article 239A – Legislature for certain UTs.
Article 244(2) – Sixth Schedule areas.
Sixth Schedule applicable to:

Assam,
Meghalaya,
Tripura,
Mizoram.

Autonomous District Councils:
Legislative,
Judicial,
Administrative powers on specified subjects.

Asymmetric federalism in India.
Finance Commission and fiscal federalism.
Border area integration through political
participation.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Greater representation can strengthen
democratic participation.
Constitutional safeguards may protect:

Tribal identity,
Land,
Local employment.

Political empowerment can improve border
integration.
Local participation essential in ecological
governance.

Concerns
Strategic sensitivity due to border with China and
Pakistan.
Administrative and financial dependence on
Centre.
Fragile Himalayan ecosystem vulnerable to
overdevelopment.
Balance needed between national security and
regional autonomy.

Way Forward
Consider tailored constitutional safeguards for
Ladakh.
Strengthen Autonomous Hill Development
Councils.
Ensure local consultation in infrastructure and
energy projects.
Adopt sustainable mountain development
strategy.
Improve participatory governance in border
regions.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The Promotion and Regulation of Online
Gaming (PROG) Act, 2025 was enacted to
protect youth and vulnerable groups from
adverse impacts of online real-money gaming.
After implementation of the Act, users
reportedly shifted from regulated domestic
platforms to illegal offshore betting websites.
CUTS International study highlighted a sharp
rise in offshore platform usage after the ban:

Delhi NCR: 68.3% → 82%
Tamil Nadu: 67.8% → 83%
Maharashtra: 66.7% → 91.7%

MeitY informed Lok Sabha that 8,376 URLs
were blocked to tackle illegal offshore betting
networks.
Concerns have increased regarding cyber
fraud, money laundering and terror financing
through offshore betting platforms.

Key Points
Offshore betting platforms bypass restrictions
using:

VPNs
Proxy servers
Telegram and WhatsApp channels.

Blocking one domain often leads to emergence
of mirror websites.
Offshore platforms remain outside Indian
consumer protection and grievance redressal
systems.
Illegal betting networks are linked with:

Financial fraud
Mule bank accounts
Cybercrime ecosystems.

Countries like UAE and Sri Lanka are moving
toward regulated licensing frameworks instead
of blanket prohibitions.
Debate has emerged between:

Blanket prohibition
Regulated oversight-based framework.

Static Linkages
Betting and gambling fall under Entry 34 of State List
(Seventh Schedule).
Article 19(1)(g) provides freedom of trade subject to
reasonable restrictions under Article 19(6).
Section 69A of Information Technology Act, 2000
empowers blocking of unlawful online content.
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002
relevant for illegal betting proceeds.
FATF identifies online gambling platforms as possible
channels for money laundering and terror financing.
Supreme Court in R.M.D. Chamarbaugwala Case (1957)
held gambling as res extra commercium.
Cyber security and digital governance are key
components of Digital India framework.
Consumer protection principles require transparency,
accountability and grievance redressal in digital
platforms.

Critical Analysis
Positives of Ban

Protects vulnerable groups from gambling addiction.
Attempts to reduce financial exploitation and social harm.
Shows proactive state intervention in digital regulation.
Helps curb predatory gaming practices.

Concerns
Users shift toward illegal offshore platforms.
Enforcement becomes difficult due to VPNs and
encrypted apps.
Increased risk of cyber fraud and money laundering.
Lack of consumer protection on offshore platforms.
Revenue loss for government due to underground
operations.
Fragmented State-level regulations create policy
inconsistency.

Governance Challenges
Cross-border jurisdictional issues.
Technological sophistication of illegal operators.
Need for Centre–State coordination.
Balancing regulation with digital innovation.

Way Forward
Create a comprehensive national regulatory framework
for online gaming.
Shift from blanket bans to regulated licensing systems.
Introduce:

KYC norms
Deposit limits
Age verification
Responsible gaming safeguards.

Strengthen cyber forensic and monitoring mechanisms.
Improve coordination between:

MeitY
Enforcement Directorate
State Police agencies.

Enhance international cooperation against offshore
operators.
Conduct awareness campaigns regarding online betting
frauds.
Use tax revenues from regulated platforms for cyber
enforcement and rehabilitation measures.

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH



KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Supreme Court dismissed a petition seeking a
stay on caste enumeration in Census 2027.
Chief Justice of India observed that
governments require data on backward
communities for welfare and policy planning.
Union Government announced caste
enumeration in April 2025 along with the
delayed Census exercise.
First nationwide caste enumeration since the
1931 Census.
Census 2021 was postponed due to COVID-19
and administrative constraints.
Earlier post-Independence Censuses recorded
only SCs and STs, not all caste groups.
SECC 2011 attempted caste data collection but
faced major classification and data accuracy
issues.

Key Points
Census conducted under the Census Act, 1948.
Caste enumeration to be undertaken during
the second phase of Census 2027.
Enumeration will involve self-identification of
caste by individuals.

SECC 2011 generated:
More than 46 lakh caste names.
Around 8 crore data inconsistencies.

Demand for caste census linked to:
Reservation policy review.
Welfare targeting.
Political representation.
Social justice measures.

Debate reflects tension between:
Goal of casteless society.
Need for caste-based affirmative action.

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before law.
Article 15(4) – Special provisions for socially and
educationally backward classes.
Article 16(4) – Reservation in public employment for
backward classes.
Article 46 – Promotion of educational and economic
interests of weaker sections.
Census Act, 1948.
Mandal Commission recommendations.
Indra Sawhney Case (1992):

Upheld OBC reservation.
Introduced creamy layer concept.
50% ceiling principle.

Kalelkar Commission:
First Backward Classes Commission.

Concept of substantive equality and protective
discrimination.
B.R. Ambedkar’s idea:

Social justice with eventual annihilation of caste.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Enables evidence-based policymaking.
Helps identify deprived caste groups.
Improves targeting of welfare schemes.
Assists in rationalisation of reservation policies.
Strengthens inclusive governance.

Concerns
May reinforce caste identities.
Possibility of caste-based political mobilisation.
Data standardisation challenges.
Risk of inaccurate self-reporting.
Privacy and confidentiality concerns.
Administrative complexity due to large number of caste
categories.

Constitutional Dimension
Balancing equality with affirmative action.
Debate between:

Casteless society.
Social justice through caste recognition.

Way Forward
Develop standardised caste classification methodology.
Integrate caste data with socio-economic indicators.
Ensure transparency and data verification.
Strengthen data privacy safeguards.
Use data primarily for developmental and welfare
purposes.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The Central Information Commission (CIC)
ruled that the Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) is not a “public authority” under
Section 2(h) of the Right to Information Act,
2005.
The ruling reversed the earlier decision of
former Information Commissioner Sridhar
Acharyulu.
Debate continues on whether bodies
performing “public functions” should fall under
RTI.
The issue gained importance after Supreme
Court observations during implementation of
Lodha Committee reforms (2015–16).

Key Points
Section 2(h) of RTI Act defines “public
authority”.
Public authority includes bodies:

Established by
Constitution/law/government notification.
Owned, controlled, or substantially
financed by government.

BCCI argues:
It is a private autonomous body.

It does not receive direct government funding.
Arguments for bringing BCCI under RTI:

Monopoly control over cricket in India.
Uses public infrastructure and stadiums.
Receives concessional land allotments and tax
exemptions.
Performs public functions linked to national
representation.

Law Commission (2018):
Recommended inclusion of sports bodies like
BCCI under RTI.

Supreme Court in Zee Telefilms Case (2005):
BCCI not considered “State” under Article 12.

Supreme Court later observed that BCCI performs
public duties and is amenable to writ jurisdiction
under Article 226.

Static Linkages
Article 19(1)(a) → Right to Information as part of
freedom of speech and expression.
Article 12 → Definition of “State”.
Article 226 → Writ jurisdiction of High Courts.
Doctrine of Public Function.
Principle of Transparency and Accountability in
governance.
Lodha Committee reforms in sports governance.
Second ARC recommendations on ethical
governance and transparency.

Critical Analysis
Arguments in Favour of RTI Coverage

Monopoly status creates public accountability
obligations.
Cricket has national importance and public impact.
Public resources and indirect state support justify
transparency.
RTI can improve governance and reduce conflicts of
interest.

Arguments Against RTI Coverage
BCCI is not government-created or directly funded.
Commercial confidentiality may be affected.
Risk of political interference in sports
administration.
Existing judicial oversight mechanisms already
available.

Key Constitutional Issue
Contradiction between:

BCCI being subject to writ jurisdiction,
But remaining outside RTI scrutiny.

Way Forward
Amend Section 2(h) to include bodies performing
significant public functions.
Develop graded transparency norms for sports
bodies.
Protect commercially sensitive information while
ensuring accountability.
Strengthen governance reforms in sports
administration.
Treat indirect benefits like tax exemptions as forms
of state support.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The rise of social media and digital networking
culture has transformed professional, literary,
and social interactions.
Increasingly, individuals are expected to
maintain an active online presence for
visibility, career opportunities, and networking.
The issue raises concerns regarding:

Attention economy,
Decline of deep thinking and creativity,
Mental health impacts,
Commercialisation of social relationships.

The debate is relevant in India due to rapid
internet penetration, growth of digital
platforms, and expansion of the creator
economy.

Key Points
Social media platforms influence:

Public discourse,
Professional opportunities,
Cultural expression,
Political communication.

Networking culture often prioritises:
Visibility,
Branding,
Engagement metrics,
 over intellectual depth and creativity.

Excessive digital engagement can lead to:
Reduced attention span,
Information overload,
Anxiety and stress,
Echo chambers.

At the same time, digital platforms provide:
Democratisation of expression,
Opportunities for independent creators,
Wider public participation.

India’s digital ecosystem has expanded through:
Affordable internet,
Smartphone penetration,
Digital India initiatives.

Static Linkages
Article 19(1)(a) – Freedom of Speech and Expression.
Article 21 – Right to Life and Privacy.
Justice K.S. Puttaswamy Case (2017) – Privacy recognised
as a Fundamental Right.
Information Technology Act, 2000.
Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023.
Concepts:

Attention economy,
Social capital,
Echo chambers,
Surveillance capitalism.

Ethics:
Authenticity,
Emotional intelligence,
Responsible communication.

NCERT themes:
Media and society,
Technology and social change.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Expands access to opportunities and communication.
Encourages entrepreneurship and digital participation.
Gives voice to independent creators and marginalised
groups.
Enhances awareness and information sharing.

Challenges
Encourages superficial and transactional relationships.
Reduces deep thinking and reflective creativity.
Creates echo chambers and social polarisation.
Raises concerns regarding privacy and misuse of personal
data.
Excessive usage affects mental well-being and
productivity.

Ethical Concerns
Conflict between authenticity and performative online
identity.
Commercialisation of social interactions.
Responsibility of digital platforms in ensuring healthy
discourse.

Way Forward
Promote digital literacy and responsible online behaviour.
Strengthen privacy and data protection frameworks.
Encourage balanced use of technology and social media.
Promote critical thinking and media literacy in education.
Develop ethical accountability mechanisms for digital
platforms.
Encourage healthy offline social and intellectual
engagement.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

West Bengal government has decided to
strictly enforce the West Bengal Animal
Slaughter Control Act, 1950.
The Act permits slaughter only when:

the animal is above 14 years of age, and
certified fit for slaughter by authorities and
a veterinary surgeon.

The issue has triggered debate over:
dairy economy,
farmer livelihoods,
livestock management,
and constitutional provisions related to
cattle preservation.

West Bengal is:
India’s largest meat producer,
and second-largest fish producer after
Andhra Pradesh.

Milk production in the state has also increased
significantly in recent years.

Key Points
Strict implementation may practically restrict
cattle slaughter due to:

lack of age records,
limited veterinary access,
economic unviability of maintaining old
cattle.

Farmers generally keep bovines mainly for:
milk production,
breeding,
dairy income.

Mechanisation has reduced dependence on
bullocks in agriculture.
Maintaining unproductive cattle increases:

fodder burden,
input costs,
pressure on small farmers.

Restrictions may contribute to:
stray cattle problem,
declining dairy profitability,
rural distress.

Static Linkages
Article 48 directs the State to organise
agriculture and animal husbandry on modern
scientific lines.
Preservation of milch and draught cattle is part
of Directive Principles.
Agriculture and animal husbandry are State
List subjects.
White Revolution made India the world’s
largest milk producer.
Livestock sector is an important source of
supplementary income for small and marginal
farmers.
Agricultural mechanisation reduced
dependence on animal labour.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Supports cattle preservation objectives.
Prevents illegal slaughter.
Reflects Directive Principles under Article 48.
Encourages animal welfare.

Concerns
Economic burden on dairy farmers.
Increase in stray cattle population.
Reduced viability of dairying for small farmers.
Law may not align with mechanised agriculture.
Administrative difficulties in certification
process.

Way Forward
Modernise outdated cattle laws based on
current agricultural realities.
Ensure scientific livestock management policy.
Expand veterinary infrastructure in rural areas.
Support farmers through fodder and cattle
shelter schemes.
Balance:

farmer welfare,
animal welfare,
and constitutional objectives.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The United Nations General Assembly adopted
a resolution supporting the advisory opinion of
the International Court of Justice on states’
obligations regarding climate change.
141 countries voted in favour, while eight
countries opposed it; India abstained.
The resolution seeks to strengthen
international accountability on climate
mitigation.
Small Island Developing States (SIDS)
supported the move due to threats from sea-
level rise and climate disasters.
India raised concerns regarding equity, climate
finance, and differentiated responsibilities of
developed nations.

Key Points
The resolution strengthens the idea that
climate action is a legal and international
responsibility, not merely voluntary.
It may increase scrutiny of countries’ climate
mitigation commitments.
Developing countries fear weakening of the
principle of Common But Differentiated
Responsibilities (CBDR).
India stressed that:

Developed nations bear historical
responsibility for emissions.
Climate finance commitments remain
inadequate.

Developmental needs of emerging economies
must be protected.

India continues to support climate initiatives
through:

International Solar Alliance (ISA)
Panchamrit targets
Renewable energy expansion
Net-zero target by 2070

Static Linkages
Common But Differentiated Responsibilities
(CBDR-RC)
Polluter Pays Principle
Sustainable Development
Climate Justice
Paris Agreement
UNFCCC
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)
Green Climate Fund (GCF)
Loss and Damage mechanism
Article 21 – Right to healthy environment
Article 48A – Protection of environment
Article 51A(g) – Fundamental duty towards
environment

Critical Analysis
Positives

Strengthens global climate accountability.
Supports climate-vulnerable nations.
Encourages stronger emission reduction
measures.
Reinforces climate justice discourse.

Concerns
Weak focus on climate finance obligations of
developed countries.
May dilute CBDR principle.
Could increase pressure on developing
economies.
Developmental priorities and energy security
concerns remain unresolved.

India’s Stand
Supports equitable climate action.
Emphasises historical responsibility of developed
nations.
Advocates balance between growth and
sustainability.
Focuses on renewable energy-led transition
without compromising development.

Way Forward
Strengthen climate finance mechanisms.
Protect CBDR principle in climate negotiations.
Accelerate renewable energy transition.
Enhance adaptation support for vulnerable
countries.
Promote technology transfer and green
innovation.
Ensure climate action remains equitable and
development-oriented.
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