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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Supreme Court dismissed a petition
challenging the inclusion of caste enumeration
in Census 2027.
The Bench headed by Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant held that caste enumeration is a
matter of government policy.
The Court observed that the government must
know the number of backward communities for
welfare and policy formulation.
The Union Government had approved caste
enumeration in Census 2027 through the
Cabinet Committee on Political Affairs in April
2025.
Census 2027 will include caste data collection
during the Population Enumeration phase.
The last comprehensive caste Census in India
was conducted in 1931 during British rule.
After Independence, only SCs and STs have
been officially enumerated in regular Census
exercises.

Key Points 
Census conducted under the Census Act, 1948.
Conducted by the Registrar General and
Census Commissioner of India under MHA.
Census is a Union List subject (Entry 69).
Census 2027 proposed as India’s first digital
Census.
Two phases:

House Listing Operation (HLO)
Population Enumeration

Caste data intended for:
Welfare targeting
Reservation policy assessment

Social justice measures
Evidence-based governance

SECC 2011 collected caste data but complete caste
figures were not officially released due to data
inconsistencies.

Static Points 
Article 14 – Equality before law.
Article 15(4) & 16(4) – Special provisions for
backward classes.
Article 46 – Promotion of educational and economic
interests of weaker sections.
Mandal Commission (1980) recommended OBC
reservation based on social and educational
backwardness.
Indra Sawhney Case (1992):

Upheld OBC reservation.
Emphasized need for empirical data to identify
backwardness.

Right to Privacy:
Recognized under Justice K.S. Puttaswamy
judgment (2017).

Constitutional & Governance Dimensions
Supporting Arguments

Enables targeted welfare delivery.
Provides updated empirical data for policymaking.
Helps assess socio-economic backwardness
scientifically.
Strengthens inclusive governance and social justice.
Useful for rationalisation of reservation policies.

Concerns
Risk of caste-based political mobilisation.
Possible social fragmentation.
Data privacy and misuse concerns.
Difficulties in accurate caste classification.
Administrative complexity due to thousands of sub-
castes.

Challenges
Standardisation of caste categories across states.
Ensuring accuracy and reliability of data.
Avoiding duplication and misreporting.
Balancing social justice with national integration.
Ensuring data protection safeguards.

Way Forward
Adopt transparent methodology for caste
classification.
Strengthen digital data verification systems.
Enact robust data protection mechanisms.
Use caste data along with socio-economic
indicators.
Ensure data is used strictly for welfare and
development purposes.
Promote evidence-based affirmative action policies.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

During PM Narendra Modi’s visit to Italy, India–
Italy relations were upgraded to a Special
Strategic Partnership.
Both countries discussed:

Ukraine conflict
West Asia tensions
Indo-Pacific security
Critical minerals and defence cooperation

Agreements signed:
Defence Industrial Road Map
Critical minerals cooperation
Agriculture and agricultural research
Enforcement cooperation

Both sides supported:
Freedom of navigation
UNCLOS-based maritime order
Stability in Strait of Hormuz

India and Italy also agreed on trilateral
development cooperation in Africa.

Key Points 
Strategic Partnership

Enhances cooperation in:
Defence
Technology
Trade
Clean energy
Skilled mobility
Innovation

Defence Industrial Road Map
Focus on:

Defence manufacturing
Technology transfer
Joint production
Supply chain resilience

Critical Minerals
Important for:

EV batteries
Renewable energy
Semiconductor manufacturing

Helps India reduce import dependency.
Indo-Pacific

Reaffirmed commitment to:
Free and open Indo-Pacific
UNCLOS
Maritime security
Freedom of navigation

Africa Cooperation
Joint projects in:

Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI)
Agriculture
Healthcare
Renewable energy
AI and connectivity

Agriculture Cooperation
Focus on:

Sustainable agriculture
Agri-research
Food security
Technology sharing

Static Linkages
UNCLOS governs:

Territorial waters
EEZ
Freedom of navigation

Strait of Hormuz:
Major global oil transit chokepoint

Critical minerals:
Lithium
Cobalt
Rare earth elements

India’s Africa policy:
South-South cooperation
Capacity building
Development partnership

Defence indigenisation:
Atmanirbhar Bharat
Make in India

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens India’s engagement with Europe.
Supports diversification of defence
partnerships.

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH



Enhances critical mineral security.
Expands India’s strategic role in Africa.
Reinforces India’s diplomatic position of
dialogue and peaceful resolution.

Challenges
Technology transfer limitations in defence.
Competition with China in Africa.
Dependence on external supply chains for
minerals.
Geopolitical balancing between Russia and
Western nations.

Way Forward
Expand defence co-production.
Build resilient mineral supply chains.
Increase maritime cooperation.
Promote joint innovation and R&D.
Strengthen implementation of Africa projects.
Deepen India–EU strategic engagement.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Growth in the Index of Eight Core Industries
(ICI) increased to 1.7% in April 2026 from 1.2%
in March 2026.
March data was revised upward from an earlier
contraction estimate of –0.4%.
Growth was driven mainly by:

Steel – 6.2%
Cement – 9.4%
Electricity – 4.1%

Contraction continued in:
Crude Oil – (–3.9%)
Natural Gas – (–4.3%)
Fertilizers – (–8.6%)

Key Points 
Index of Eight Core Industries (ICI)

Released by: Office of Economic Adviser,
Ministry of Commerce & Industry.
Measures output of 8 infrastructure sectors:

Coal
Crude Oil
Natural Gas
Refinery Products
Fertilizers
Steel
Cement
Electricity

Combined weight in IIP: 40.27%.
Acts as a lead indicator of industrial growth.

Important Trends
Higher steel and cement output indicates:

Infrastructure expansion
Increased construction activity
Public capital expenditure push

Continued fall in crude oil production reflects:
Import dependence
Weak domestic hydrocarbon output

Electricity growth suggests improving
industrial demand.

Static Linkages
IIP (Index of Industrial Production) measures
industrial output in:

Mining
Manufacturing
Electricity

Infrastructure sectors create a multiplier effect
in the economy.
Higher capital expenditure increases:

Employment
Aggregate demand
Private investment crowding-in

India imports nearly 85% of crude oil
requirements.
Core sector growth is an indicator of:

Industrial recovery
Economic momentum
Infrastructure development

Critical Analysis
Positives

Strong cement and steel growth signals
infrastructure recovery.
Government capital expenditure supporting
industrial activity.
Electricity demand indicates improving
economic conditions.

Concerns
Persistent crude oil contraction increases
import dependence.
Weak natural gas production affects energy
security.
Uneven sectoral growth reflects fragile
industrial recovery.

Way Forward
Increase investment in domestic oil and gas
exploration.
Strengthen infrastructure-led growth strategy.
Promote renewable energy to reduce import
dependence.
Improve industrial logistics and ease of doing
business.
Enhance real-time industrial data collection.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The National Centre for Sustainable Coastal
Management (NCSCM) completed
documentation and ground truthing of 23,415
wetlands in Maharashtra.
The exercise aims to notify wetlands under the
Wetlands (Conservation and Management)
Rules, 2017 for legal protection.
The initiative was accelerated after directions
from the Supreme Court of India regarding
wetland demarcation and conservation.
The work is linked to the National Wetlands
Inventory and Assessment (NWIA) and National
Wetland Atlas 2020.

Key Facts 
Maharashtra wetlands identified: 23,415
Highest wetland divisions:

Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar – 5,196
Nagpur – 5,086

Top districts:
Ahmednagar – 1,596
Nashik – 1,236
Chandrapur – 1,231

Ground truthing:
Physical verification of wetlands to
confirm:

Boundaries
Ecological condition
Land use

Remaining verification:
11 wetlands in Pune

Important Constitutional & Legal Provisions
Article 48A:

State shall protect and improve
environment.

Article 51A(g):
Fundamental duty to protect natural
environment.

Wetlands (Conservation and
Management) Rules, 2017:

Framed under Environment
Protection Act, 1986.
Prohibits:

Reclamation
Solid waste dumping
Permanent construction
Untreated effluent discharge

Ramsar Convention
International treaty for wetland
conservation.
Adopted in:

Ramsar, Iran (1971)
Came into force:

1975
India became a party in:

1982
India has more than 80 Ramsar Sites.

Importance of Wetlands
Flood control
Groundwater recharge
Carbon sequestration
Biodiversity conservation
Habitat for migratory birds
Climate regulation
Livelihood support

Major Concerns
Encroachment
Urbanisation pressure
Land reclamation
Pollution and sewage discharge
Infrastructure development
Delay in official notification

Significance of Wetland Notification
Provides legal protection.
Prevents illegal conversion.
Enables scientific management.
Helps climate resilience.
Supports disaster risk reduction.

Way Forward
Complete notification of all verified
wetlands.
GIS-based monitoring of encroachments.
Community participation in
conservation.
Integrate wetlands into urban planning.
Strengthen State Wetland Authorities.
Promote nature-based solutions.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Census 2027 to include caste enumeration for
the first time after Independence.
Census data will be used for future delimitation
of Lok Sabha and State Assembly
constituencies.
India plans to conduct a largely digital Census
using smartphones/tablets and self-
enumeration.
Concerns raised regarding:

caste data accuracy,
exclusion of NRIs,
digital challenges,
respondent fatigue,
fraudulent enumeration.

Key Points
India follows an extended de facto Census
method.
Household defined on the basis of a common
kitchen.
Census differs from electoral rolls due to
residence conditions and NRI voting rights.
Around 1.58 crore NRIs live abroad.
Kerala Migration Survey 2023 estimated about
22 lakh emigrants from Kerala.
Census 2027 likely to be India’s first fully digital
Census.
Risks:

omission of migrants/domestic workers,
digital illiteracy among enumerators,
confidentiality concerns,
fake self-enumeration.

Static Linkages
Census conducted under Census Act, 1948.
Census is a Union List subject.
Article 82 deals with delimitation after Census.
84th Constitutional Amendment froze
delimitation till first Census after 2026.
Last caste Census conducted in 1931.
SECC 2011 collected caste data separately.
Registrar General and Census Commissioner
functions under MHA.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Better welfare targeting through caste-wise
data.
Helps evidence-based policymaking.
Faster data processing through digital Census.
Useful for delimitation and resource allocation.

Challenges
Possibility of caste-based political
mobilization.
Digital divide among enumerators and citizens.
Privacy and data security concerns.
Underrepresentation of high-migration States.
Risk of omission/duplication in self-
enumeration.

Way Forward
Extensive pilot testing before rollout.
Strong data protection safeguards.
Simplified questionnaire and better training.
Robust verification and audit mechanisms.
Consensus-based approach on caste data and
delimitation.
Awareness campaigns for accurate
participation.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Operation Sindoor (May 2025) highlighted the
increasing use of drones and loitering
munitions in India-Pakistan military
engagement.
Pakistan reportedly sent multiple drones into
Indian territory, which were intercepted
through integrated Counter-Unmanned Aerial
Systems (CUAS).
The conflict reflected changing trends in
warfare where low-cost UAVs are increasingly
supplementing conventional military systems.
Global conflicts such as Russia-Ukraine and
Israel-Hezbollah have also demonstrated the
strategic importance of drone warfare.

Key Points
Drones are preferred because they:

Are relatively inexpensive.
Reduce risk to soldiers.
Are difficult to detect due to small size and
low-altitude flying.

Loitering munitions:
Remain airborne before identifying and
striking targets.
Combine surveillance and offensive
capability.

Drone warfare implications:
Expands battlefield deep into enemy
territory.
Threatens critical infrastructure and
military bases.
Challenges traditional air defence systems.

Emerging technologies:
Drone swarms to overwhelm defence
systems.
AI-enabled autonomous operations.
Directed Energy Weapons (DEWs) like laser
systems for interception.

India’s response:
Integrated CUAS deployment.
Proposed “Sudarshan Chakra” air defence
network by 2035.

Static Linkages
Air superiority remains essential in warfare
despite drone usage.
Technological advancements continuously alter
the nature of warfare.
Border management increasingly includes
electronic and aerial surveillance.
Artificial Intelligence creates ethical concerns in
autonomous warfare.
Directed energy weapons are emerging as next-
generation defence systems.
Protection of critical infrastructure is an
important national security objective.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Cost-effective compared to conventional aircraft.
Enhances surveillance and precision strike
capability.
Useful in asymmetric warfare situations.
Reduces direct exposure of military personnel.

Challenges
Drone swarms can overwhelm traditional air
defence systems.
Non-state actors and terror groups can misuse
drones.
Difficult attribution may increase escalation risks.
AI-enabled autonomous weapons raise
accountability concerns.
High cost of establishing comprehensive counter-
drone systems.

Strategic Concerns
Critical infrastructure deep inside national
territory becomes vulnerable.
Continuous surveillance and interception
capability is required.
Conventional battlefield boundaries are
increasingly blurred.

Way Forward
Promote indigenous drone and anti-drone
technology development.
Strengthen integrated air defence systems using
AI and electronic warfare.
Develop directed energy weapon capability.
Enhance coordination among armed forces,
DRDO, ISRO, and private sector.
Establish a comprehensive national counter-
drone policy.
Support international regulations on autonomous
weapons through multilateral forums.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The Supreme Court in Syed Iftikhar Andrabi vs
NIA (2026) granted bail to an accused who
spent more than 5 years and 9 months in
custody under the UAPA without conclusion of
trial.
The Court reiterated that Article 21 (Right to
Life and Personal Liberty) and the right to
speedy trial cannot be overridden indefinitely
by stringent bail provisions under UAPA.
The judgment reaffirmed the principle laid
down in K.A. Najeeb vs Union of India (2021).
The Court disapproved restrictive
interpretations adopted in later judgments
such as Gurwinder Singh (2024) and Gulfisha
Fatima (2025).

Key Points
UAPA:

Enacted in 1967 to deal with unlawful and
terrorist activities.
Administered mainly through the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) in terror-related
cases.

Section 43-D(5), UAPA:
Makes grant of bail difficult if the court
finds a prima facie case against the
accused.
Creates a stringent bail framework
compared to ordinary criminal law.

Supreme Court observations:
Long incarceration without trial violates Article
21.
Speedy trial is a constitutional guarantee.
Bail restrictions cannot become a mechanism for
indefinite detention.
Constitutional courts can grant bail despite
statutory restrictions in exceptional cases.

K.A. Najeeb (2021):
Held that prolonged incarceration and delay in
trial can justify grant of bail under constitutional
powers.

Importance of the judgment:
Reaffirms balance between:

national security, and
civil liberties.

Static Linkages
Article 21:

Protection of life and personal liberty.
Includes right to speedy trial.

Rule of Law:
No person can be deprived of liberty except
through fair, just, and reasonable procedure.

Doctrine of Precedent:
Smaller Benches are bound by decisions of
larger Benches.

Criminal jurisprudence:
“Bail is the rule, jail is the exception.”

Anti-terror laws in India:
TADA and POTA were repealed due to concerns
regarding misuse.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens protection of personal liberty.
Prevents misuse of prolonged pre-trial detention.
Reinforces constitutional supremacy over statutory
limitations.
Upholds principle of speedy justice.

Concerns
UAPA cases involve terrorism and national security.
Investigative agencies argue strict bail provisions
are necessary to:

prevent terror activities,
avoid witness intimidation,
protect evidence.

Challenges
Delay in investigation and trial.
Large pendency of cases in special courts.
Balancing liberty with security concerns.

Way Forward
Ensure time-bound trials in UAPA cases.
Increase number of special courts.
Strengthen judicial oversight of prolonged
detention.
Improve investigation and prosecution efficiency.
Balance national security with constitutional
safeguards.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Recent remarks by the Chief Justice of India
during court proceedings triggered debate on
judicial intolerance towards criticism and
public scrutiny.
Concerns arose regarding:

Use of strong remarks against RTI-based
activists and legal actors.
Restrictions imposed in certain public
speech-related cases.
Judicial transparency and accountability.

The issue revived discussion on:
Contempt of court,
Freedom of speech,
Judicial accountability,
Transparency under RTI.

Key Points
Articles 129 and 215 empower Supreme Court
and High Courts to punish for contempt.
Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 divides
contempt into:

Civil Contempt,
Criminal Contempt.

Criminal contempt includes:
Scandalising the court,
Lowering authority of judiciary,
Obstructing administration of justice.

Freedom of speech under Article 19(1)(a) is
subject to reasonable restrictions under Article
19(2), including contempt of court.
In 2019, Supreme Court held that the office of
CJI comes under RTI Act.
Debate continues regarding balance between:

Judicial independence,
Public accountability.

Static Linkages
Independence of judiciary → Basic Structure
Doctrine.
Rule of Law requires accountability of all
institutions.
Separation of powers demands institutional
restraint.
RTI Act promotes transparency in governance.
Truth accepted as defence in contempt
proceedings after 2006 amendment.
Law Commission recommended
reconsideration of “scandalising the court”
provision.

Critical Analysis
Importance of Contempt Powers

Maintains dignity and authority of courts.
Prevents obstruction in administration of
justice.
Protects judicial independence.

Concerns
Vague interpretation of “scandalising the
court”.
Can create chilling effect on media and
academia.
Risk of suppressing legitimate criticism.
Lack of transparency affects public trust.

Constitutional Dimension
Need balance between:

Free speech,
Judicial dignity.

Public institutions in democracy must remain
open to scrutiny.

Way Forward
Narrow interpretation of criminal contempt.
Greater transparency in judicial functioning.
Strengthen accountability mechanisms.
Promote constructive criticism instead of
punitive responses.
Ensure judicial restraint in oral observations.
Improve RTI compliance within judiciary.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Concerns raised over slowing economic
momentum despite strong political stability in
India.
Debate over India’s claim as the “fastest-
growing major economy.”
Issues highlighted:

Declining investor confidence
Rupee depreciation
Weak FDI environment
Restrictive BIT framework
Increasing Quality Control Orders (QCOs).

Key Points
FDI is important for:

Capital inflow
Technology transfer
Manufacturing growth
Employment generation.

India revised Model BIT in 2015:
Mandatory exhaustion of local remedies
before arbitration.
Reduced investor-friendly provisions.

QCOs increased significantly in recent years.
Rupee depreciation affects:

Import bill
Inflation
External sector stability.

Political stability alone cannot ensure
economic prosperity without reforms.

Static Linkages
GDP vs Per Capita Income.
Role of FDI in economic development.
Exchange Rate and Currency Depreciation.
Current Account Deficit (CAD).
Ease of Doing Business.
Protectionism vs Liberalization.
International Arbitration Mechanism.
Global Value Chains (GVCs).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Political stability supports long-term
policymaking.
QCOs improve product quality standards.
BIT reforms protect sovereign regulatory
powers.

Challenges
Policy uncertainty discourages investors.
Judicial delays reduce investment confidence.
Excessive protectionism affects
competitiveness.
Weak FDI inflows may slow manufacturing
growth.
Rupee depreciation increases inflationary
pressure.

Way Forward
Improve ease of doing business.
Ensure stable and predictable policies.
Reform dispute resolution mechanisms.
Balance protectionism with global
competitiveness.
Strengthen manufacturing and export
ecosystem.
Encourage higher quality FDI inflows.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

PM Narendra Modi visited the Netherlands
amid India’s expanding engagement with
Europe.
India’s ties with Europe are strengthening due
to:

India–EFTA Trade and Economic
Partnership Agreement (2024),
Progress in India–EU FTA negotiations,
Need for technology, investment, and
strategic partnerships.

The visit focused on semiconductors, defence,
renewable energy, and supply-chain resilience.

Key Points
The Netherlands-based ASML manufactures
advanced lithography machines essential for
semiconductor production.
Tata Electronics partnered with ASML for
India’s semiconductor ecosystem and Dholera
fabrication project.
Europe is important for India in:

Advanced technology,
Defence diversification,
Green energy transition,
Skilled migration and education.

India seeks to reduce excessive dependence on
Russia in defence procurement.
Europe views India as a reliable democratic
partner to reduce dependence on China.
India is strengthening relations with:

France,

Germany,
Netherlands,
Nordic countries,
Italy.

Static Linkages
Strategic autonomy is a key feature of India’s
foreign policy.
Multi-alignment has replaced Cold War-era
non-alignment.
Semiconductor manufacturing is critical for
technological sovereignty.
Supply-chain resilience gained importance
after COVID-19 disruptions.
Diversification of defence imports enhances
national security.
Diaspora contributes to soft power and
economic relations.
Indo-Pacific region is strategically important
for maritime trade and security.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Access to advanced semiconductor
technology.
Boost to Make in India and Digital India
initiatives.
Greater export and investment opportunities.
Strengthening India’s position in a multipolar
world.
Support for green-energy transition.

Challenges
Slow progress in India–EU FTA negotiations.
Differences over carbon taxes and
environmental standards.
Europe’s criticism regarding Russia-related
issues.
High technological dependence in
semiconductor manufacturing.
China’s economic influence in Europe.

Way Forward
Fast-track India–EU FTA negotiations.
Expand semiconductor and critical technology
partnerships.
Increase defence co-production with European
countries.
Strengthen clean-energy cooperation.
Improve academic and skilled workforce
mobility.
Enhance engagement with smaller European
economies.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Fresh violence erupted in Manipur after the
killing of three Kuki church leaders in
Kangpokpi district.
The incident intensified tensions among Kuki
and Tangkhul Naga communities.
The crisis reflects the older Naga–Kuki ethnic
fault line apart from the ongoing Meitei–Kuki
conflict since May 2023.
Concerns remain over illegal arms circulation,
weak governance, and ethnic polarization in hill
districts.
The new state government faces challenges of
restoring law and order and rebuilding trust
among communities.

Key Points
Major ethnic groups in Manipur:

Meiteis – Imphal Valley
Nagas and Kukis – Hill districts

Causes of conflict:
Territorial disputes
Ethnic identity politics
Insurgent rivalries
Demand for autonomy

Naga groups seek greater political integration
across Northeast regions.
Kuki groups highlight issues of security,
displacement, and representation.
Continued violence affects:

Internal security
Border management with Myanmar

Governance and development

Static Linkages
Article 355 – Union’s duty to protect states
against internal disturbance.
Sixth Schedule and Autonomous District
Councils.
Inner Line Permit (ILP) system.
Federalism and Centre–State relations.
Ethnic diversity and tribal administration in
Northeast India.
Insurgency and border security challenges.

Critical Analysis
Challenges

Deep ethnic mistrust among communities.
Weak state capacity in conflict areas.
Proliferation of illegal weapons.
Humanitarian crisis and displacement.
Political instability affecting governance.

Constitutional/Ethical Dimensions
Balancing tribal autonomy with national
integrity.
Ensuring justice and equal protection.
Need for inclusive governance and dialogue.

Way Forward
Strengthen inter-community dialogue
mechanisms.
Speedy investigation and accountability for
violence.
Disarmament and tighter security measures.
Inclusive political representation.
Improve development and governance in hill
districts.
Enhance Centre–State coordination for
Northeast peace.
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