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SC rejects plea against
caste count in census

It is not within the top court’s domain to decide if caste enumeration should necessarily be part of
Census 2027, says CJI; until 2011, the Census included only Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes

Ki Raj 1
NEW DELHI
he Supreme Court
T on Wednesday said
there was nothing

wrong in the government
of the day ascertaining
caste as part of the nation-
wide Census exercise.

“Any government of the
day must know how many
people are backward and
how many need welfare.
This is a matter of policy,”
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant, heading a three-
judge Bench, said.

The top court was res-
ponding to a plea filed by
petitioner-in-person  Sud-
hakar Gummula that caste
enumeration should not be
made part of Census 2027,

Misuse of data

“There are endless possi-
bilities of politicians and
corporate entities misusing

Any government of the

dlay st know how
many people are backward and
how many need welfare. This is a

mianter of policy,
SURYA KANT
Chief Justice of India

the caste data. There is no
justification for gathering
such a large tract of data on
caste,”  Mr.
submitted.
The Chief Justice said it

Gummula

was not within the court’s
domain to decide whether
a caste enumeration
should necessarily be a
part of Census 2027 or not.

“This issue exclusively
comes within the policy
domain,” the CJ1 said be-
fore the court dismissed
the petition,

The Cabinet Committes
on Political Affairs had de-

cided to include caste en-
umeration in Census 2027
at a meeting held in April
20025,

Since then, caste enum-
eration has emerged as a
major feature of the Cen-
SUS.

‘Two phases
Until the 2011 Census, the
exercise had included the
systematic enumeration of
only Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes.

The government had
said on the floor of Parlia-
ment about the incorpora-

tion of the caste enumera-
tion in the second phase of
Census 2027,

The first phase involved
the collection of the House
Listing Operation (HLO) in-
formation regarding hous-
ing conditions, assets,
amenities and so on of
each household.

‘Integration instrument”
The second phase, Popula-
tion Enumeration, would
involve the collection of
demographic, socio-eco-
nomic, cultural and other
details.

Former Vice-President
Jagdeep Dhankhar  had
said that “thoughtfully col-
lected caste data would be
an instrument of integra-
tion, like an MRI of the
body”.

The last comprehensive
nationwide caste Census
was conducted in colonial
India in 1931,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

* The Supreme Court dismissed a petition
challenging the inclusion of caste enumeration
in Census 2027.

e The Bench headed by Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant held that caste enumeration is a
matter of government policy.

* The Court observed that the government must
know the number of backward communities for
welfare and policy formulation.

e The Union Government had approved caste
enumeration in Census 2027 through the
Cabinet Committee on Political Affairs in April
2025.

e Census 2027 will include caste data collection
during the Population Enumeration phase.

e The last comprehensive caste Census in India
was conducted in 1931 during British rule.

e After Independence, only SCs and STs have
been officially enumerated in regular Census
exercises.

Key Points
e Census conducted under the Census Act, 1948.
¢ Conducted by the Registrar General and
Census Commissioner of India under MHA.
e Census is a Union List subject (Entry 69).
e Census 2027 proposed as India’s first digital
Census.
e Two phases:
o House Listing Operation (HLO)
o Population Enumeration
* (Caste data intended for:
o Welfare targeting
o Reservation policy assessment

o Social justice measures

o Evidence-based governance

SECC 2011 collected caste data but complete caste
figures were not officially released due to data
inconsistencies.

Static Points

Article 14 - Equality before law.
Article 15(4) & 16(4) - Special provisions for
backward classes.
Article 46 - Promotion of educational and economic
interests of weaker sections.
Mandal Commission (1980) recommended OBC
reservation based on social and educational
backwardness.
Indra Sawhney Case (1992):
o Upheld OBC reservation.
o Emphasized need for empirical data to identify
backwardness.
Right to Privacy:
o Recognized under Justice K.S. Puttaswamy
judgment (2017).

onstitutional & Governance Dimensions

Supporting Arguments

Enables targeted welfare delivery.

Provides updated empirical data for policymaking.
Helps assess socio-economic backwardness
scientifically.

Strengthens inclusive governance and social justice.
Useful for rationalisation of reservation policies.

Concerns

Risk of caste-based political mobilisation.

Possible social fragmentation.

Data privacy and misuse concerns.

Difficulties in accurate caste classification.
Administrative complexity due to thousands of sub-
castes.

Challenges

Standardisation of caste categories across states.
Ensuring accuracy and reliability of data.
Avoiding duplication and misreporting.

Balancing social justice with national integration.
Ensuring data protection safeguards.

Way Forward

Adopt transparent methodology for caste
classification.

Strengthen digital data verification systems.

Enact robust data protection mechanisms.

Use caste data along with socio-economic
indicators.

Ensure data is used strictly for welfare and
development purposes.

Promote evidence-based affirmative action policies.



India, Italy seal defence pact,

elevate their bilateral ties to a o Defence manufacturing
‘special strategic partnership’ o Technology transfer
e o Joint production

India and Italy have been (o]

Supply chain resilience
Critical Minerals
e |Important for:

o EV batteries

o Renewable energy

o Semiconductor manufacturing

in continuous contact over
the conflicts in Ukraine
and West Asla, sald Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday, reiterating his
call for “dialogue and di-
plomacy™ o resobve the
festering wars.
Dielivering a press state-
ment in Rome at the end of
his mult-nation  Eurcpe
trip, Mr. Modi described
India-lealy relation as a
“winwin  partnership”,
and welcomed the up-
grade of bilateral des o the
Tevel of “Special Straregic
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS: o Renewable energy
Content o ' o Al and connectivity
¢ During PM Narendra Modyi’s visit to Italy, India- Agriculture Cooperation
Italy relations were upgraded to a Special e Focus on:
Strategic Partnership. o Sustainable agriculture
e Both countries discussed: o Agri-research
Ukraine conflict o Food security
West Asia tensions °

(o]

© Technology sharing
o Indo-Pacific security

o

Critical minerals and defence cooperation Static Linkages

* Agreements signed: « UNCLOS governs:
o Defence Industrial Road Map o Territorial waters
o Critical minerals cooperation o EEZ
o Agriculture and agricultural research o Freedom of navigation
o Enforcement cooperation e Strait of Hormuz:

e Both sides supported:
o Freedom of navigation Critical minerals:
o UNCLOS-based maritime order o Lithium
o Stability in Strait of Hormuz o Cobalt
* India and Italy also agreed on trilateral
development cooperation in Africa.

o Major global oil transit chokepoint

o Rare earth elements
India’s Africa policy:

o South-South cooperation
o Capacity building

o Development partnership
Defence indigenisation:

Key Points
Strategic Partnership
e Enhances cooperation in:

o Defence o Atmanirbhar Bharat
o Technology o Make in India

o Trade

o Clean energy Critical Analysis

(o]

Skilled mobility

o |nnovation
Defence Industrial Road Map
e Focuson:

Significance
e Strengthens India’s engagement with Europe.
e Supports diversification of defence
partnerships.




* Enhances critical mineral security.

e Expands India’s strategic role in Africa.

e Reinforces India’s diplomatic position of
dialogue and peaceful resolution.

Challenges

e Technology transfer limitations in defence.

e Competition with China in Africa.

e Dependence on external supply chains for
minerals.

e Geopolitical balancing between Russia and
Western nations.

Way Forward
e Expand defence co-production.
e Build resilient mineral supply chains.
* Increase maritime cooperation.
* Promote joint innovation and R&D.
e Strengthen implementation of Africa projects.
* Deepen India-EU strategic engagement.




Steel, cement help quicken
April core sector growth to
1.7%; crude oil, gas contract

T.C.A. Sharad
NEW DELHI

Growth in activity in the
eight core sectors of the
economy quickened mar-
ginally to 1.7% this April,
up from 1.2% in March, offi-
cial data released on Wed-
nesday showed.

Data on the Index of
Eight Core Industries re-
leased by the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry
saw a significant revison of
the growth rate for March
— now coming in at 1.2%
compared with the preli-

minary contraction of 2

O4% that had originally
been reported for the
month.

In a signal that construc-
tion activity might again be
picking up, the steel and
cement sectors saw rela-
tively robust growth in
April. The steel sector saw
growth come in at 6.2% in

Slight uptick
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7.7% in March. The preli-
minary March growth f-
gure for the sector was
2%,

Similarly, the cement
sector saw qu
to a three-month high of
9.4% in April. Here, too,
the growth rate for March
was revised upwards to
4.7% from the original 4%.

The domestic crude oil
sector contracted 3.9% in
April, marking the eighth

w hile
sectors such

nnnnnn

The natural gas sector,
too, again slumped into a
contraction of 4.3% in
April after having briefly
come back into positive
territory in March due to
the energy crisis brought
on by the war in West Asia.

The fertilizer sector con-
tracted 8.6% in April. This
was a much better perfor-
mance than the contrac-
tien of nearly 25% in
March. The electricity sec-

April, compared with a  consecutive month of con-  tor grew at a three-month
newly revised growth of  traction. high of 4.1% in April.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context
e Growth in the Index of Eight Core Industries
(ICl) increased to 1.7% in April 2026 from 1.2%
in March 2026.
e March data was revised upward from an earlier
contraction estimate of -0.4%.
e Growth was driven mainly by:
o Steel-6.2%
o Cement-9.4%
o Electricity - 4.1%
e Contraction continued in:
o Crude Oil - (-3.9%)
o Natural Gas - (-4.3%)
o Fertilizers - (-8.6%)

Key Points
Index of Eight Core Industries (ICI)
* Released by: Office of Economic Adviser,
Ministry of Commerce & Industry.
e Measures output of 8 infrastructure sectors:
Coal
Crude Oil
Natural Gas
Refinery Products
Fertilizers
Steel
Cement
Electricity
e Combined weight in IIP: 40.27%.
e Acts as a lead indicator of industrial growth.
Important Trends
e Higher steel and cement output indicates:
o Infrastructure expansion
o Increased construction activity
o Public capital expenditure push

O O O O O O O o

Continued fall in crude oil production reflects:
o Import dependence
o Weak domestic hydrocarbon output
Electricity growth suggests improving
industrial demand.

Static Linkages

[IP (Index of Industrial Production) measures
industrial output in:

o Mining

o Manufacturing

o Electricity
Infrastructure sectors create a multiplier effect

in the economy.
Higher capital expenditure increases:
o Employment
o Aggregate demand
o Private investment crowding-in
India imports nearly 85% of crude oil
requirements.
Core sector growth is an indicator of:
o Industrial recovery
o Economic momentum
o Infrastructure development

Critical Analysis
Positives

Strong cement and steel growth signals
infrastructure recovery.

Government capital expenditure supporting
industrial activity.

Electricity demand indicates improving
economic conditions.

Concerns

Persistent crude oil contraction increases
import dependence.

Weak natural gas production affects energy
security.

Uneven sectoral growth reflects fragile
industrial recovery.

Way Forward

Increase investment in domestic oil and gas
exploration.

Strengthen infrastructure-led growth strategy.
Promote renewable energy to reduce import

dependence.

Improve industrial logistics and ease of doing
business.

Enhance real-time industrial data collection.



Maharashtra completes documentation of over 23,000
wetlands, paves way to bring them under legal protection

MUMBAL

National Centre for Sustain-
able Coastal Management
(NCSCM) has  completed
the documentation and
ground truthing of Maha-
rashirs’s 23,415 wetlands,
paving the way to formally
notify and bring the water
bodies under legal protec-

According to the Maha-
rashtra  wetlands  dash-
board maintained by the
NCSCM, Chattrapati Samb-
haji Nagar and Nagpur divi-
sions has the highest num-
ber of wetlands in the
State, with 5,196 and 5,086
respectively. District wise,
Ahmednagar has the high-
est number of wetlands a

Enwironenental groups say the move will prevent wetlands, which
are not officially notified, from becoming dump yards. FLE PHoro

1,596, followed by Nashik
with 1,236 and Chandrapur
which has 1,231,

The wetlands docu-
menied also includes 247
in Thane, 1,093 in Raigad,
37 in Mumbai city and 210
in  Mumbai suburban
districs.,

The Maharashtra go-
vernment tasked NCSCM,
functioning under the Un-
jon Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Clmate
Change (MoEFCC) to do sa-
tellite mapping. documen-
tation and field verification
of wetlands idenified un-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

der the National Wetlands
Inventory and Assessment
launched by the Centre
nearly two decades ago,

Ground truthing

Ground truthing for 11 wet-
lands located in Pune
among the 23415 is re-
maining. Ground truthing
means the process of phys-
ical verification of wetlands
on site 1o confirm their ex-
istence, boundaries, eco-
logical condition and pre-
sent  land use against
satellite imagery - a crucial
step before wetlands can
be officially notified under
environmental protection
Laws.
The MoEFOC launched
the decadal-change version
of the National Wetland At-
Las in 2030 to track changes
in wetlands over time, but

¢ The National Centre for Sustainable Coastal
Management (NCSCM) completed

documentation and ground truthing of 23,415

wetlands in Maharashtra.
e The exercise aims to notify wetlands under the
Wetlands (Conservation and Management)

Rules, 2017 for legal protection.
e The initiative was accelerated after directions

from the Supreme Court of India regarding
wetland demarcation and conservation.
e The work is linked to the National Wetlands

Inventory and Assessment (NWIA) and National

Wetland Atlas 2020.

Key Facts

e Maharashtra wetlands identified: 23,415
* Highest wetland divisions:
o Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar - 5,196
o Nagpur -5,086

e Top districts:
o Ahmednagar - 1,596
o Nashik - 1,236
o Chandrapur -1,231
e Ground truthing:
o Physical verification of wetlands to
confirm:

Boundaries

= Ecological condition

Land use

e Remaining verification:
o 11 wetlands in Pune

Important Constitutional & Legal Provisions
e Article 48A:
o State shall protect and improve
environment.

e Article 51A(g):
o Fundamental duty to protect natural
environment.

Maharashtra’s ground
wruthing exercise conti-
nised to lag for years the
reafter. The exercise gath-
ered momentum following
legal interventions by envi-
ronmental NGO Vanashakti
and subsequent Supreme
Court  directions asking
States and Union Territo-
ries to complete wetland
demarcation and verifica-
tion in a  time-bound
manner.

According to the envi-
ronmental groups, it is a
critical step as this will pre-
vent wetlands, which are
not officially notified from
becoming a dumping yard.
The unnotified wetlands
are reated as reclamation,
debris dumping, encroach

Wetlands (Conservation and
Management) Rules, 2017:
o Framed under Environment
Protection Act, 1986.
o Prohibits:
= Reclamation
= Solid waste dumping
= Permanent construction
= Untreated effluent discharge

ments and destruction in RamMsar Convention

the name of infrastructure
development.

International treaty for wetland
conservation.
Adopted in:
o Ramesar, Iran (1971)
Came into force:
o 1975
India became a party in:
o 1982
India has more than 80 Ramsar Sites.

Importance of Wetlands

Flood control
Groundwater recharge
Carbon sequestration
Biodiversity conservation
Habitat for migratory birds
Climate regulation
Livelihood support

Major Concerns

Encroachment

Urbanisation pressure

Land reclamation

Pollution and sewage discharge
Infrastructure development
Delay in official notification

Significance of Wetland Notification

Provides legal protection.
Prevents illegal conversion.
Enables scientific management.
Helps climate resilience.
Supports disaster risk reduction.

Way Forward

Complete notification of all verified
wetlands.

GIS-based monitoring of encroachments.

Community participation in
conservation.

Integrate wetlands into urban planning.
Strengthen State Wetland Authorities.
Promote nature-based solutions.



Preparing India for a credible digital Census
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context
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e Census 2027 to include caste enumeration for

the first time after Independence.

Census data will be used for future delimitation
of Lok Sabha and State Assembly
constituencies.

India plans to conduct a largely digital Census

using smartphones/tablets and self-

enumeration.

e Concerns raised regarding:
o caste data accuracy,

O O O o

Key Points

exclusion of NRls,
digital challenges,
respondent fatigue,
fraudulent enumeration.

¢ [ndia follows an extended de facto Census

method.

¢ Household defined on the basis of a common

kitchen.

* Census differs from electoral rolls due to
residence conditions and NRI voting rights.

* Around 1.58 crore NRIs live abroad.

e Kerala Migration Survey 2023 estimated about
22 lakh emigrants from Kerala.

e Census 2027 likely to be India’s first fully digital

Census.
e Risks:

o omission of migrants/domestic workers,
o digitalilliteracy among enumerators,
o confidentiality concerns,
o fake self-enumeration.

Static Linkages

Census conducted under Census Act, 1948.
Census is a Union List subject.

Article 82 deals with delimitation after Census.
84th Constitutional Amendment froze
delimitation till first Census after 2026.

Last caste Census conducted in 1931.

SECC 2011 collected caste data separately.
Registrar General and Census Commissioner
functions under MHA.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Better welfare targeting through caste-wise
data.

Helps evidence-based policymaking.

Faster data processing through digital Census.
Useful for delimitation and resource allocation.

Challenges

Possibility of caste-based political
mobilization.

Digital divide among enumerators and citizens.
Privacy and data security concerns.
Underrepresentation of high-migration States.
Risk of omission/duplication in self-
enumeration.

Way Forward

Extensive pilot testing before rollout.

Strong data protection safeguards.

Simplified questionnaire and better training.
Robust verification and audit mechanisms.
Consensus-based approach on caste data and
delimitation.

Awareness campaigns for accurate
participation.



Drone mania, separating hype from battlefield reality
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

¢ Operation Sindoor (May 2025) highlighted the
increasing use of drones and loitering
munitions in India-Pakistan military
engagement.

e Pakistan reportedly sent multiple drones into
Indian territory, which were intercepted
through integrated Counter-Unmanned Aerial
Systems (CUAS).

* The conflict reflected changing trends in
warfare where low-cost UAVs are increasingly
supplementing conventional military systems.

* Global conflicts such as Russia-Ukraine and
Israel-Hezbollah have also demonstrated the
strategic importance of drone warfare.

Key Points
* Drones are preferred because they:
o Are relatively inexpensive.
o Reduce risk to soldiers.
o Are difficult to detect due to small size and
low-altitude flying.
¢ Loitering munitions:
o Remain airborne before identifying and
striking targets.
o Combine surveillance and offensive
capability.
e Drone warfare implications:
o Expands battlefield deep into enemy
territory.
o Threatens critical infrastructure and
military bases.
o Challenges traditional air defence systems.
* Emerging technologies:
o Drone swarms to overwhelm defence
systems.
o Al-enabled autonomous operations.
o Directed Energy Weapons (DEWs) like laser
systems for interception.

India’s response:
o Integrated CUAS deployment.
o Proposed “Sudarshan Chakra” air defence
network by 2035.

Static Linkages

Air superiority remains essential in warfare
despite drone usage.

Technological advancements continuously alter
the nature of warfare.

Border management increasingly includes
electronic and aerial surveillance.

Artificial Intelligence creates ethical concerns in
autonomous warfare.

Directed energy weapons are emerging as next-
generation defence systems.

Protection of critical infrastructure is an
important national security objective.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Cost-effective compared to conventional aircraft.
Enhances surveillance and precision strike
capability.

Useful in asymmetric warfare situations.

Reduces direct exposure of military personnel.

Challenges

Drone swarms can overwhelm traditional air
defence systems.

Non-state actors and terror groups can misuse
drones.

Difficult attribution may increase escalation risks.
Al-enabled autonomous weapons raise
accountability concerns.

High cost of establishing comprehensive counter-
drone systems.

Strategic Concerns

Critical infrastructure deep inside national
territory becomes vulnerable.

Continuous surveillance and interception
capability is required.

Conventional battlefield boundaries are
increasingly blurred.

Way Forward

Promote indigenous drone and anti-drone
technology development.

Strengthen integrated air defence systems using
Al and electronic warfare.

Develop directed energy weapon capability.
Enhance coordination among armed forces,
DRDO, ISRO, and private sector.

Establish a comprehensive national counter-
drone policy.

Support international regulations on autonomous
weapons through multilateral forums.



The bail rule
The Andrabi ruling reaffirms liberty

over the stringent UAPA bar

he idea of justice shoukd never allow for
T the indefinite imprisonment of someone

withour trial. However, The Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), does sa, through
its stringent Section 43-I45), which makes bail
near impossible once a court is satisfied, on the
prosecution’s material, that a prima facie case ex-
ists against the accused. But on May 18, in Syed I
vikhar Andrabi vs National Investigation Agency,
Jammuy, the wop court delivered a welcome res-
tatement of the principle that bail should be the
rule even in cases related to the UAPA. The Bench
granted bail to Andrabi, who had spent over fve
years and nine months in pre-irial custody. The
Bench alio clarified the legal position where an
undertrial has spent years in custody without any
realistic prospect of the trial concluding. By reit-
erating that the right to personal liberty and a
speddy trial cannot be subservient to the provi-
sion in Section 43-D(5), the judgment disap-
proved the reasoning in two two-judge Bench rul-
ings. Gurwinder Singh (2024) and Gulfisha
Farimta, decided earlier this year. Both had
sought 1o dilute the principle laid down by a
threejudge Bench in K.A. Najeeh (2021), which
held that the “rigours” of Section 43-D{5) would
“melt down™ where there was no likelihood of
the trial concluding within a reasonable time and
the incarceration already undergone was sub-
stantial, The Bench also held that the two-judge
Benches could not have departed from a hinding
three-judge ruling in the first place,

Iy Gelfisha Fatima, the Delld Riots “larger con-
spiracy” bail decision, the Court denied bail 1o
Umar Khalid and Sharjeel Imam and even fore-
cloged their right to renew the plea for a full vear,
despite both having spent over five years in pri-
son. Now in Amdrebd, the Court has disapproved
the Guifisha Fatima Bench's reading that Najeeh
was confined to its own facts and was not a con-
stitutional limitation on Section 43-I45). Conse-
quently, Khalid and Imam should have been
granted bail on the basis of the Najeeb ruling, and
nat dended it on a narrower reading of it This i a
welcome intervention, provided it is binding in
all such cazes, even if it is only about the favour-
able congdderation of ball pleas where the ac-
oused have been incustody for long periods with-
out trial, and not abowut a right to bail under the
UAPA. Tellingly, a day after Andrabi, Additlonal
Solicitor General SV, Raju told another Bench
that under the UAPA's statutory bail bar, “the pre-
sumption of innecence 1akes a backseat™ which is
precisely the position Andrabi has now set igself
againet, in line with constitutional principles.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

e The Supreme Court in Syed Iftikhar Andrabi vs
NIA (2026) granted bail to an accused who
spent more than 5 years and 9 months in
custody under the UAPA without conclusion of
trial.

* The Court reiterated that Article 21 (Right to
Life and Personal Liberty) and the right to
speedy trial cannot be overridden indefinitely
by stringent bail provisions under UAPA.

e The judgment reaffirmed the principle laid
down in K.A. Najeeb vs Union of India (2021).

* The Court disapproved restrictive
interpretations adopted in later judgments
such as Gurwinder Singh (2024) and Gulfisha
Fatima (2025).

Key Points
e UAPA:

o Enacted in 1967 to deal with unlawful and
terrorist activities.

o Administered mainly through the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) in terror-related
cases.

e Section 43-D(5), UAPA:

o Makes grant of bail difficult if the court
finds a prima facie case against the
accused.

o Creates a stringent bail framework
compared to ordinary criminal law.

e Supreme Court observations:

o Longincarceration without trial violates Article

21.

Speedy trial is a constitutional guarantee.

Bail restrictions cannot become a mechanism for
indefinite detention.

o Constitutional courts can grant bail despite
statutory restrictions in exceptional cases.

e K.A. Najeeb (2021):

o Held that prolonged incarceration and delay in
trial can justify grant of bail under constitutional
powers.

e Importance of the judgment:

o Reaffirms balance between:

= national security, and
= civil liberties.

Static Linkages
e Article 21:
o Protection of life and personal liberty.
o Includes right to speedy trial.
Rule of Law:
o No person can be deprived of liberty except
through fair, just, and reasonable procedure.
Doctrine of Precedent:
o Smaller Benches are bound by decisions of
larger Benches.
Criminal jurisprudence:
o “Bailis the rule, jail is the exception.”
Anti-terror laws in India:
o TADA and POTA were repealed due to concerns
regarding misuse.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Strengthens protection of personal liberty.
e Prevents misuse of prolonged pre-trial detention.
¢ Reinforces constitutional supremacy over statutory
limitations.
e Upholds principle of speedy justice.
Concerns
e UAPA cases involve terrorism and national security.
e |nvestigative agencies argue strict bail provisions
are necessary to:
o prevent terror activities,
o avoid witness intimidation,
o protect evidence.
Challenges
e Delay in investigation and trial.
e Large pendency of cases in special courts.
e Balancing liberty with security concerns.

Way Forward

e Ensure time-bound trials in UAPA cases.

e |ncrease number of special courts.

e Strengthen judicial oversight of prolonged
detention.

e Improve investigation and prosecution efficiency.

e Balance national security with constitutional
safeguards.



Measure for measure
Courts should not react defensively o
every line of criticism

hile it is the courts’ prerogative to

punish contempt, how well they have

separated  contempiuous  attacks
from constitutionally protected critkclsm, espe-
cially by journalists, lawyers, activists, and scho-
lars, has varied widely. This is because the judici-
ary has not been able to draw consistent lines
between fair and exaggerated criticism, political
ly motivated and defamatory comments, and
speech thar obstructs justice. The judiciary faces
misinformation, political pressure, abusive on-
line discourse, and declining public trust, and the
warys in which judges can respond to these at-
tacks are limited, Rhetorical excess in oral obser-
vations must alse not e confused with legal doc-
trine. However, recent comments by the Bench
have created the appearance of a judiciary in-
creasingly intolerant of external scrutiny. Last
week, when hearing a lawyer's petition over not
having been elevated to a senior rank, CJ1 Surya
Kant described certain actors in the legal ecosys-
tem as “parasites™ and certain young liwyers en-
#aging in RTI-based activism as “cockroaches™.
‘While he later said the remarks were directed at
persons entering professions with bogus de-
grees, rather than critics of the judiciary, such
language ks unbecoming of the GJ1. The tenor fal-
lows the NCERT textbook controversy, with the
Supreme Court focusing its manifest ire on three
academics involved in drafting the chapier, effec-
tively excluding them from work on public school
curricula without prior hearing. The action
evoked concerns about the Court being ag-
grieved party and arbiter. In the Ali Khan Mah-
mudabad matter, the Court granted him relief
from eoerchve acthon but also Imposed a gag or-
der. Then, in a display of willingness to discipline
the norms of public conduct rather than deter-
mine legality, it urged the state to decline o pro-
secute him as a concession.

When a CJI's comments of this nature appear
outside formal contempt proceedings, they ren-
der a chilling effect as they amount to institution-
al condemnation without the safeguards of due
process. The comments on using the RTI Actas a
Tasis for activism have a similar effect, beyond
the Act being a legitimate instrument. Recently,
wiven a journalist (with a kaw degree) sought data
on complaints against specific judges, the Su-
preme Court Registry declined the existence of
such i on, When the j list p
a Law Ministry disclosure to the contrary, the Re-
gistry’s legal representative dubbed the inguiry
“Rshing and roving™ - a moving goalpost that
was, again, under-concerned with legality while
ralsing questions of the Court arguing its own
case. Former I DY, Chandrachud said that judg-
es are public actors exercising state power and
oourts shoubd not react defensively 1o every line
of eriticism. That attitude mproved low the bas,
the press, and the academy experienced courts.
The recent comments have set the clock back.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News
e Recent remarks by the Chief Justice of India
during court proceedings triggered debate on
judicial intolerance towards criticism and
public scrutiny.
e Concerns arose regarding:
o Use of strong remarks against RTl-based
activists and legal actors.
o Restrictions imposed in certain public
speech-related cases.
o Judicial transparency and accountability.
* Theissue revived discussion on:
o Contempt of court,
o Freedom of speech,
o Judicial accountability,
o Transparency under RTI.

Key Points
e Articles 129 and 215 empower Supreme Court
and High Courts to punish for contempt.
e Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 divides
contempt into:
o Civil Contempt,
o Criminal Contempt.
e Criminal contempt includes:
o Scandalising the court,
o Lowering authority of judiciary,
o Obstructing administration of justice.

* Freedom of speech under Article 19(1)(a) is
subject to reasonable restrictions under Article
19(2), including contempt of court.

e |n 2019, Supreme Court held that the office of
CJl comes under RTI Act.

e Debate continues regarding balance between:

o Judicial independence,
o Public accountability.

Static Linkages

* Independence of judiciary » Basic Structure
Doctrine.

* Rule of Law requires accountability of all
institutions.

e Separation of powers demands institutional
restraint.

e RTI Act promotes transparency in governance.

e Truth accepted as defence in contempt
proceedings after 2006 amendment.

e Law Commission recommended
reconsideration of “scandalising the court”
provision.

Critical Analysis
Importance of Contempt Powers
e Maintains dignity and authority of courts.
* Prevents obstruction in administration of
justice.
* Protects judicial independence.
Concerns
e Vague interpretation of “scandalising the
court”.
e Can create chilling effect on media and
academia.
* Risk of suppressing legitimate criticism.
¢ Lack of transparency affects public trust.
Constitutional Dimension
* Need balance between:
o Free speech,
o Judicial dignity.
e Public institutions in democracy must remain
open to scrutiny.

Way Forward
* Narrow interpretation of criminal contempt.
e Greater transparency in judicial functioning.
e Strengthen accountability mechanisms.
* Promote constructive criticism instead of

punitive responses.

* Ensurejudicial restraint in oral observations.
e Improve RTI compliance within judiciary.



BJPis winning the elections
butlosing the economy

HE RIS victony in West Bergal

ot b st i term of s eapRa DR
e he ruk s chghih, e s placed

nd 3
u:;auu.nunhmrﬁ:ulnmn«m
vith

emadra Mot i MU b thecoshy wary the pasty

. pex capl
growth ofL 3 pee cers pesannum, Fl
Indi

&

the fee

The sou e

mmmll Wiy heretsihe
-discussed “buine climate™) Do-
bt

lwuwmlrs!orl‘-vt Eeforn acom-
arbitrations. b thene amy

eae 1

prvermment policy.
A majos dehves of GOP prowth, export

marsiage inhistory, ofwhatever kind that
onta Bve-yeas cooling off? Even now,

s e s A7 o pevamp ap-
Rergal . g fdi theda; Suram theemos athe prosence and scaleol Foorign — prarkalmedenly at softening. st retiink-
of BiLsLLA Diiscct Lmvestmen (FIH). PO brings foosign — Ing 1t deségn.
ambee that it cannot g lower. The buming  Easies:-growing major coonomy. nd Skharaman
" Eadishas oncol supply chains. The highee the FD, he  announcedin Fartiamen in February X024
«d.mu)unrm.nrydrwnmned?mlum the "Fraglle Five” economies In 1013 to higher the imvessment and the higher the  tha the BIT framework would be erviewed
— it possibly hwmlrl:wd e Ths
workd — and was scoepicd in dndtia, umil  Jease bsll awadtend. Spocalation b that the
‘omik derailment he 2045 The e el
umb.n..—.pmmu.dr Jrecoguisce - U dolrn e I.n!'rrx:_x’_‘r‘nmhmn and dhould, ditane ~ exoepe thatthe he-ye %
the and was ranked dying wermerthe " theee pears.And
umhu‘:m — initin cane, the socoed mumm!-w performing curmmcio: g’ Toputthat matatin T exhaust Indian court
asgenm: Major indusery, The thind sgembsthe  in 3125, Incdia rocday peesents s mscroecon i fir 245
Congress party, which Is so.comfortable  omicparadon Inflation o been contained, s ksikely  BITnomms—
being boud by the Gandiuthat a P os-  the curment account deficit b manageablr, that i85 The decpr dang a
porry democmcc revison ol Treaty b
TPy orrol- n theory, those con- AT Hran 2065, afier, Qualty oy i already 1
ingihesoptbone. The Decpoume Theeés  dickoas shouid mgpm! curseney confl: W isno "
persats becalse the economy contiuests  dence. ok extreme gy In 0178265 by Decemnber 2124 ®  bility.scale . The poes-
the fxm i been o o ~for
Wil iy tection for ry. especially
potiticd igh! m:::m';lln uuls n]m-m ey iy m:;;:nmw mlhmhmnmuu Improve the lmw-
ephu i West Berggal andl the eeas e i India - seviiend ,m e e Somom vy
one-party democratic nabe In [ndia. For mgmrmmuts.p-o:‘:ﬁs that a foreign irvessor. bedore signal seriousness abou
o T T T — band Ing theis Indiben versturr, wkiv  deasicance muh-um Toik o ke
geration: et Indl whomer  insteadof s befude h L
makes ponomy in the world, with GIF wam b g Shat i SUTRETY mukdmmlw: Bection Ciniy policy can
prowth arcund 3 35-pear bistoeleal sversge  vesomore withthels feee: place e ¥l p
of perornkayourd The cach e ittt ualeand firms espond o sover oy of going in
P i iR RO oS — i
enLvere | wwmmmm Bppeals of W Nlers perceive 15 mioee attractive orgrience, foeeign

e
oA G And the incra- = Sureryior ia, Views are perscral

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News
e Concerns raised over slowing economic
momentum despite strong political stability in
India.
e Debate over India’s claim as the “fastest-
growing major economy.”
* [ssues highlighted:
o Declining investor confidence

Critical Analysis
Positives
¢ Political stability supports long-term
policymaking.

° Rupee deprecfiation QCOs improve product quality standards.

o Weak FDI environment e BIT reforms protect sovereign regulatory

o Restrictive BIT framework powers.

o Increasing Quality Control Orders (QCOs). Challenges

e Policy uncertainty discourages investors.
Key Points  Judicial delays reduce investment confidence.

* FDlisimportant for: e Excessive protectionism affects

o Capital inflow competitiveness.

o Technology transfer e Weak FDI inflows may slow manufacturing

o Manufacturing growth growth.

© Employment generation. * Rupee depreciation increases inflationary
* India revised Model BIT in 2015: pressure.

o Mandatory exhaustion of local remedies

before arbitration. Way Forward

o Reduced investor-friendly provisions.  Improve ease of doing business.
* QCOs increased significantly in recent years. * Ensure stable and predictable policies.
* Rupee depreciation affects:  Reform dispute resolution mechanisms.

o Import bill * Balance protectionism with global

° Inflation competitiveness.

o External sector stability. e Strengthen manufacturing and export
¢ Political stability alone cannot ensure ecosystem.

economic prosperity without reforms. e Encourage higher quality FDI inflows.

Static Linkages
e GDP vs Per Capita Income.
¢ Role of FDI in economic development.
e Exchange Rate and Currency Depreciation.
e Current Account Deficit (CAD).
e Ease of Doing Business.
e Protectionism vs Liberalization.
e [nternational Arbitration Mechanism.
* Global Value Chains (GVCs).




Europe’s shift to centre of
Delhi’s frameis welcome

RIME MINISTER Marendra Modi's trip to the Nether-
lands, Sweden, Norway and Italy underscores how far
India’s perception of, and engagement with, Europe has
evolved. Throughout the Cold War, India’s approach to
Europewas shaped largely by itsclose economic and defence ties
with the Soviet Unfon and its rivaley with the West. A prolonged
neglect is now giving wary to expanding cooperation. Buoyed by
the India-EU FTAsigned in January this year, followingthe 2024
India-EFTA agreement, Europe has been increasingly entering
India’s strategle imagination despite the friction around Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine. The shift comes at a time when traditional
alignments areunder growing strain —anunpredictable Ameri-
can president, an ever-deepening partnership between India’s
ally Russia and competitor China, and a fragile détente between
Beijingand Washington, reflected in the Trump-Xi summit.

Europe is now central to India’s pursuit of export markets,
capital, advanced technology and green-enengy partnerships.
‘The PM's tour itinerary reflectstheenonmous potential that col-
laboration with some of the continent'ssmaller but highly capable
economies can unlock. The Netherlands, with a population of
just 18 million, is a pivotal player in the global chip race because
of ASML, thesole manufacturerof the advanced lithographyma-
chines needed to produce the mest advanced semiconducters.
‘Thedeal between ASML and Tata Electronics will support scaling
upof the latter's fabrication plant in Dholera. In defence, India
seeks o diversify procurement away from Russia, and inrenew-
able energy. it requires both technological expertise and capital.
Europe alsooffers opportunities for India’s youth as the diaspora
across thecontinent continues toexpand, driven by highly skilled
workers and students, For Europe, meanwhile, India ks a critical
partnerin itseffortsto de-risk from a rising China.

While the EU functions as a bloc of 27 member states, each
country retains isown strategic priorities and forelgn poliey out-
ook, Europe’s sub-regions, too, differ sharply intheir perceptions
ofexternal powers. India already enjoys strong partnerships with
key western Eurcpean powers such as France, the Netherlands
and Germany, and it has moved to deepen engagement with the
Nordiccountries while strengthening ties with Italy inthe Indo-
Mediterranean. More must be done toengage with these sub-re-
gions and cultivate cross-linkages for mutual gains. With geo-
political realignments, a fraying mules-based order, and the
decreasing relevance of intemational institutions, India’s tieswith
Europe can no longer be peripheral toits foreign policy.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

PM Narendra Modi visited the Netherlands
amid India’s expanding engagement with
Europe.
India’s ties with Europe are strengthening due
to:
o India—EFTA Trade and Economic
Partnership Agreement (2024),
o Progress in India—EU FTA negotiations,
o Need for technology, investment, and
strategic partnerships.
The visit focused on semiconductors, defence,
renewable energy, and supply-chain resilience.

Key Points

The Netherlands-based ASML manufactures
advanced lithography machines essential for
semiconductor production.
Tata Electronics partnered with ASML for
India’s semiconductor ecosystem and Dholera
fabrication project.
Europe is important for India in:

o Advanced technology,

o Defence diversification,

o Green energy transition,

o Skilled migration and education.
India seeks to reduce excessive dependence on
Russia in defence procurement.
Europe views India as a reliable democratic
partner to reduce dependence on China.
India is strengthening relations with:

o France,

Germany,
Netherlands,
Nordic countries,
Italy.

O O o o

Static Linkages

e Strategic autonomy is a key feature of India’s
foreign policy.

e Multi-alignment has replaced Cold War-era
non-alignment.

e Semiconductor manufacturing is critical for
technological sovereignty.

e Supply-chain resilience gained importance
after COVID-19 disruptions.

¢ Diversification of defence imports enhances
national security.

¢ Diaspora contributes to soft power and
economic relations.

¢ Indo-Pacific region is strategically important
for maritime trade and security.

Critical Analysis
Significance
* Access to advanced semiconductor
technology.
* Boost to Make in India and Digital India
initiatives.
e Greater export and investment opportunities.
e Strengthening India’s position in a multipolar
world.
e Support for green-energy transition.
Challenges
* Slow progress in India—EU FTA negotiations.
¢ Differences over carbon taxes and
environmental standards.
e Europe’s criticism regarding Russia-related
issues.
e High technological dependencein
semiconductor manufacturing.
e China’s economic influence in Europe.

Way Forward

e Fast-track India-—EU FTA negotiations.

e Expand semiconductor and critical technology
partnerships.

* |Increase defence co-production with European
countries.

e Strengthen clean-energy cooperation.

e Improve academic and skilled workforce
mobility.

¢ Enhance engagement with smaller European
economies.



In Manipur, pull back
from edge, build trust

FTER MONTHS of brittle calm, Manipur could once

again be on the edge. The immediate provecation —

the ambush and killing of three Kuki church leaders

travelling backto the Kuki-Zo majority Kangpolpi dis-
trict — has degenerated intoa broader atmosphereof fear. There
have been retaliatory abductions, disappearances and mounting
tensions berween Kuki and Tangkhul Naga communities across
the hill districts. In astate mired inethniceontlict forthe last three
years, and burdened by layers of historical grievance, incidents
such as these could tum into communal flashpoints.

“The present crisis, that began in Ukhrul earlier this year, how-
ever, cannot be understood through the lens of the violence be-
pween the state’s Meiteis and Kukis that has riven Manipur since
My 2023, It can be traced back, instead, to the older, more ser-
rated Naga-Kuki fault line, shaped by decades of territorial con-
testation, insurgent rivalry and competing visions of political be-
lenging. The Magas remain among the Norheast's most
politically influential commumnities, with powerful tribal bodies,
longstanding armed networks, and aspirations thad not merely
o demands of autonomy within Manipue, but to a wider Naga
political sertlement that transcends state boundaries. Instabiliry
inthe hill districts, therefore, echoes far beyond Manipur, inter-
secting with unresolved questions of autonomy, territory and
ethnic representation. The Kukis, meanwhile, carry their own
histories of displacement and grievance. In an already militarisad
landscape, where weapons continue tocirculate freely and trust
instate authority has eroded sharply, these unresobved antagon-
isms threaten to pull Manipur back into anothercyele of violence.

The retum of an elected government led by Yumnam Khem-
chand Singhin February had raised cautious hopesof rapproche-
ment in astate exhausted by prolenged conflict. Presented asa
conciliatory figure capable of balancing Meitel, Kuki and Naga
Interests, Singh cannot afford to fall back on the political equivo-
cations of his predecessor. His inclusion of both Kukl and Naga
deputy chief ministers offers an opening, but representation
alone cannot substitute for trust. His government miest move
beyond reactive measures towards sustalned politcal mediation:
Securing theunconditional releaseof hostages, guarantesing safe
movement acrossdistricts, prosecutingthe guilty and establish-
ing credible inter-community dialogue mechanisms. This mo-
ment must bedecisively defused, too much isat stake.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

* Fresh violence erupted in Manipur after the
killing of three Kuki church leaders in
Kangpokpi district.

e Theincident intensified tensions among Kuki
and Tangkhul Naga communities.

e The crisis reflects the older Naga—Kuki ethnic
fault line apart from the ongoing Meitei—Kuki
conflict since May 2023.

e Concerns remain over illegal arms circulation,
weak governance, and ethnic polarization in hill
districts.

* The new state government faces challenges of
restoring law and order and rebuilding trust
among communities.

Key Points
* Major ethnic groups in Manipur:
o Meiteis — Imphal Valley
o Nagas and Kukis — Hill districts
e Causes of conflict:
Territorial disputes
Ethnic identity politics
Insurgent rivalries
Demand for autonomy
* Naga groups seek greater political integration
across Northeast regions.
e Kuki groups highlight issues of security,
displacement, and representation.
e Continued violence affects:
o Internal security
o Border management with Myanmar

(¢]
(o]
o
(o]

o Governance and development

Static Linkages

e Article 355 — Union’s duty to protect states
against internal disturbance.

e Sixth Schedule and Autonomous District
Councils.

* Inner Line Permit (ILP) system.

* Federalism and Centre—State relations.

e Ethnic diversity and tribal administration in
Northeast India.

* |Insurgency and border security challenges.

Critical Analysis
Challenges

¢ Deep ethnic mistrust among communities.
Weak state capacity in conflict areas.
Proliferation of illegal weapons.
Humanitarian crisis and displacement.
Political instability affecting governance.
Constitutional/Ethical Dimensions

¢ Balancing tribal autonomy with national

integrity.
e Ensuring justice and equal protection.
* Need forinclusive governance and dialogue.

Way Forward

e Strengthen inter-community dialogue
mechanisms.

e Speedy investigation and accountability for
violence.

e Disarmament and tighter security measures.

* Inclusive political representation.

e Improve development and governance in hill
districts.

e Enhance Centre-State coordination for
Northeast peace.
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