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Govt. firms increase petrol,
diesel prices by 90 paise;
second hike within a week

NEW DELII

Government-owned il
marketing companies
raised the prices of petrol
and diesel on Tueaday by
about 90 paise a litre
across the country and
across all varfamts. This
was the second increase in
five days following the in-
crease by 3 a litre on May

been increased by 87 paise
1o 198,64 a litre and of die-
sel by 91 patse 1o 39058 per
licre.

Om Monday, the govern-
memnt had sald thag losses
being incurred by oil mar-
keting compandes from 1i-

petroleum gas, pe-
trol and diesel combined
have come down by £250
crore o 1730 crore follow-
ing the T3 increase in pric-
&5 of petrol and diesel.

The government said it
was not considering a bal-
lout package for ofl-mar-
keting companes.

Indicative of
The Btest hike i the se
comd such indicative of
pressure on retail fuel as
the  benchmark  Brent
crude futures continue o
soar amid tensions in West
Asia According 1o govern-
ment data, India’s crade oll
basket until May 15, sinee
the start of the month, has
averaged $106.69 per bar-
rel. Further, in the mom-
ing hours of Tuesday,
Brent crude fatures (July)
were trading 0.15% higher
at $109.34 per barrel.
Sourav Mitra, partner
for oil & gas at Grant Thor-
ton Bharat, said while the
latest  increase  provides
“Incremental relief” to the

Rising trends

The chart shows the revised retail seling price of petrol and
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country’s  oil-marketing
companies, it may not be
suffichent to fully cushion
the excteting stress.

“With crude sustaining
above §100 per barrel and
the India rupee weaken-
ing, both of which i
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crease would help curtail
the existing losses of OMCs
from domestic LPG, petrol
and diesel 10 50 crore
per day.

‘Losses unsustainable’
Further, ing 1o a

the landed cost of imports,
OMCs comtimee to operate
under materially signifi-
cant cost pressure, wit
currency  depreciation
abome potentially offsetring
substantial amount  of
gains from the price revi-
sioms,” Mr. Mitra said.
India’s crude oil basket
until May 18 since the start
of the month has averaged
$107.3 per barrel, acoond-
ing to government data.
Further, in the early even-
ing hours of Tu A
Brent crude futures (July)
were trading LOG% lower
over its previous clse o
$10.% per barrel.
Speaking o The Hindu,
FPrashant Vashisht, senior
vice-president  and  co-
group  head, Corporate
Ratings at 1CRA Ltd., held
that should benchmark
Brent crude futunes oscil-
[ate between $105 and $110
for every barrel, based ona
idyear average between
the price of erude ofl and
the pefined petroleum pro-
ducts, the latest price in-

query about adjusting for
OMC  losses and fears
about inflation, Mr. Vash-
ish lveld, “The losses being
macle at présent ane unsis-
tainable. The OMCs are
opting for graded increases
so that there ks no shock,”
Ise gaid. “Inflation may oc-
cur bue the losses [of
OMEs] are unsustainable™

The &3 per litre hike on
prices of petrol and diesel
on Friday was the first ma-
jor price increase by more
than 21 per litre since April
2022,

Back then, 3 29 per lirre
hike was executed in a

coinclded with the peak of
the Russian actions in Uk-
raine. According b govem:
ment data, India’s onade ofl
kst v ragedd S12ET per
Tbarred and $102.97 per bar-
rel in March and April of
2022,
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o Retail inflation (CPI/WPI)
Petrol pricing deregulated in 2010; diesel in
2014.
OMC under-recoveries rise when retail prices
are not aligned with global crude prices.
Rupee depreciation increases landed cost of
imported crude oil.
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPRs) are used
to tackle supply disruptions.

Static Linkages

Cost-push inflation occurs due to rising
production and transport costs.

Current Account Deficit widens when import
expenditure exceeds export earnings.

Energy security is critical for economic stability
and strategic autonomy.

Fossil fuel dependence increases vulnerability
to geopolitical crises.

Exchange rate depreciation makes imports
expensive.

Diversification of energy sources reduces

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

* Public Sector Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs)
increased petrol and diesel prices by around
$0.90/litre.

e This was the second fuel price hike within five
days after a ¥3/litre increase.

e Brent crude prices remained above
$100/barrel due to geopolitical tensions in
West Asia.

¢ [ndia’s crude oil basket averaged above
$107/barrel in May.

* Government stated that OMC losses reduced
but remained around 750 crore/day.

* No bailout package for OMCs is being
considered by the government.

¢ OMCs adopted gradual price hikes to avoid
inflationary shocks.

Key Points
e [ndia imports nearly 85% of its crude oil
requirement.

e High crude oil prices increase:
o Current Account Deficit (CAD)
o Imported inflation
o Fiscal pressure
o Rupee depreciation risks

e Fuel prices affect:
o Transportation sector
o Agriculture input costs
o Manufacturing and logistics

import dependence.
e Fiscal deficit may increase through subsidy
burden on petroleum products.

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Reduces financial stress on OMCs.
e Supports market-linked fuel pricing.
* Prevents excessive fiscal burden on
government.
e Encourages energy efficiency.
Concerns
* Increases inflationary pressure.
* Raises transport and agricultural costs.
e Affects household disposable income.
e Can slow economic growth through higher
input costs.
Challenges
e High import dependence on crude oil.
Volatile global oil market.
Geopolitical instability in West Asia.
Weakening rupee increases import bill.

Way Forward
* |Increase renewable energy capacity.
e Promote ethanol blending and biofuels.
* Expand electric vehicle ecosystem.
e Diversify crude oil import sources.
e Strengthen Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
e Encourage domestic exploration under HELP
and OALP policies.



A China-U.S. summit that drew global attention
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

High-level summit held between China and the
United States after a prolonged diplomatic gap.
Discussions focused on strategic stability,
trade relations, Artificial Intelligence (Al),
supply chains, and Taiwan issue.

Summit gained importance due to rising
geopolitical tensions, economic slowdown
fears, and Indo-Pacific competition.

China highlighted cooperation with India
through BRICS and support for India’s strategic
autonomy.

Key Points

China-U.S. relations significantly influence
global economy and geopolitics.

Economic interdependence continues despite
strategic rivalry.

Supply-chain “decoupling” remains difficult in
a globalised economy.

Al governance emerging as a major strategic
issue.

Taiwan remains the most sensitive issue in
China-U.S. relations.

Stable China-U.S. ties may reduce instability in
Indo-Pacific region.

India seeks strategic autonomy amid great-
power competition.

BRICS gaining importance in multipolar global
governance.

Static Points

“One China Policy” related to Taiwan issue.
Strategic autonomy rooted in India’s Non-
Aligned Movement legacy.

Balance of Power is a core conceptin
international relations.

Globalisation created integrated trade and
supply chains.

Indo-Pacific is a major geopolitical and
maritime region.

Multipolarity refers to diffusion of power
among multiple states.

Al governance increasingly linked with national
security and economy.

Critical Analysis
Positives

May stabilise global economy and trade flows.
Reduces risk of direct confrontation between
major powers.

Cooperation in Al and technology can improve
global governance.

Stable external environment benefits India’s
economic growth.

Concerns

Taiwan issue can trigger major geopolitical
conflict.

Strategic rivalry between China and U.S. still
persists.

India may face pressure in balancing relations
with both powers.

Technology competition may intensify in
semiconductors and Al sectors.

China’s regional influence may expand further.

India’s Perspective

India supports multipolarity and strategic
autonomy.

Opportunity to strengthen role in BRICS,
QUAD, G20, and Indo-Pacific.

Need to improve domestic manufacturing and
supply-chain resilience.

Way Forward

Strengthen India’s strategic autonomy.
Enhance domestic technological capabilities.
Diversify supply chains and critical imports.
Promote multilateral diplomacy through
BRICS, G20, SCO, and QUAD.

Develop clear Al regulatory framework.
Maintain balanced engagement with both U.S.
and China.

Strengthen maritime and economic security in
Indo-Pacific.



India’s EV ambition needs a grid strategy to match
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS.

Context of the News

Rising tensions in the Strait of Hormuz have
renewed concerns over India’s crude oil import
dependence.

Rising fuel prices are increasing public interest
in electric vehicles (EVs), especially electric
two-wheelers.

The major challenge in India’s EV transition is
not vehicle adoption alone, but the expansion
and modernization of the electricity grid
required to support large-scale electrification.
Freight transport electrification is expected to
create the largest electricity demand burden.

Key Points

India has nearly 420 million registered vehicles.
Full transport electrification may require an
additional 900-1100 TWh electricity annually.
Even 50% EV conversion by 2047 may require
nearly 500 TWh extra electricity generation.
Electric two-wheelers contribute relatively low
electricity demand despite high numbers.
Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) may require
450-565 TWh electricity annually after
electrification.
Peak-hour EV charging may create risks of:

o Grid instability

o Power shortages

o Tariff increases
Suggested solutions include:

o Smart charging

o Time-of-use tariffs

o Battery storage

o Charging during solar hours
Coal-based electricity expansion may weaken
the environmental gains of EV adoption.

India currently lacks adequate EV battery
recycling infrastructure.

Static Linkages

India imports more than 85% of its crude oil
requirement.

Energy security is linked to economic and
strategic security.

Smart grids improve electricity demand
management.

Baseload power ensures uninterrupted
electricity supply.

Renewable energy requires storage support
because of intermittency.

DISCOMs face financial stress and
transmission losses.

National Electric Mobility Mission Plan
promotes EV adoption.

RDSS aims to improve power distribution
infrastructure.

Circular economy includes battery recycling
and resource recovery.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Reduces crude oil import dependence.
Supports climate commitments and net-zero
targets.

Reduces urban air pollution.

Encourages clean energy transition.

Boosts domestic EV manufacturing ecosystem.

Challenges

Massive rise in electricity demand.

Weak financial condition of DISCOMs.
Inadequate charging infrastructure.
Renewable energy intermittency.

Lack of battery recycling ecosystem.
Peak-hour grid stress risks.

Dependence on imported battery minerals.

Way Forward

Integrate EV demand into long-term electricity
planning.

Mandate smart charging infrastructure.
Expand renewable energy with storage
systems.

Improve DISCOM financial health.

Develop battery recycling infrastructure.
Promote domestic battery manufacturing.
Introduce effective time-of-use electricity
tariffs.

Strengthen coordination between transport
and power sectors.



First and foremost

Shared use of disputed religious sites
should be allowed to continue

he mixed architecture of the Bhojshala-
Kamal Maula complex in Dhar, Madhya
Pradesh, has fed uncertainty about its re-
ligious identity for more than a century, with the
dispute intensifying around the time of the Ram
T bhoomi mobilisation. The Archaeclogleal
Survey of India arranged in 2003 for people of
different faiths to take turns using it until a peti-
tion in the Madhya Pradesh High Court sought a
new survey to determine its ‘true’ character. The
High Court obliged in 2024. The Supreme Court
also allowed the survey to proceed with safe-
guards. On May 15, the High Court ruled that the
complex had been a Hindu temple and suggested
that the Muslim side seek alternative land from
the State, while insisting that it was only deter-
mining its religious character. The finding, fol-
lowing from Chief Justice of India (CJI) Surya
Kant's revival of the Bhojshala proceedings in Ja-
nuary, was based on the value of archaeological
evidence and the Courts 2019 Ayodhya judg-
ment, especially the principles of “preponde-
rance of probability” and “faith and belief.”
While the Places of Worship (Special Provisions)
Act 1991 had frozen the religious character of all
places of worship as on August 15, 1947, the case
proceeded through a loophole in Section 4(3) ex-
empting "ancient and historical monuments” un-
der the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological
Sites and Remains Act 1958. Given the High
Court's determination, this is a procedural side
door that hollows out the Act’s spirit.
The CJI's involvement also amounts to the Su-

preme Court staying civil suits while allowing
PlLs to achieve functionally identical outcomes.
The courts may believe that they are neutral ad-
judicators but they are operating in politically po-
larised terrain. Groups such as the ‘Hindu Front
for Justice’, which initiated parts of the Bhojshala
litigation, are politically backed entities using jud-
icial findings to consolidate agitation around con-
tested religious sites. Archaeological ambiguities
in mediaeval structures are not new; however,
adversarial litigation, in the form of courts asking
what was there ‘first’, can introduce arbitrary
bounds favourable to the majoritarian political
climate. A likely question is: why draw the line at
mediaeval conquest and not go back to pre-Hin-
du histories? The Bhojshala ruling indicates that
the Ayodhya verdict has paved the way to repeat-
edly challenge the status of minority religious
sites if they are also protected by the Survey, ex-
tending a record that already includes Gyanvapi,
Shahi Idgah, and the Bijamandal complex, The
1991 Act needs to be enforced strictly, with no de-
terminations of religious character except when
pertaining to title disputes already pending at the
time of its enactment. Equally, shared use should
be the norm as democratic coexistence out-
weighs any questions relating to ‘first” ownership.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

e The dispute relates to the Bhojshala-Kamal
Maula Complex over its religious character.

e The site is protected by the Archaeological
Survey of India under the Ancient Monuments
and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act,
1958.

* |n 2024, the Madhya Pradesh High Court

ordered an ASI survey to determine the original

nature of the structure.

e The Supreme Court of India permitted the
survey with safeguards.

e On May 15,2026, the High Court observed that
the complex was originally a Hindu temple.

e The ruling referred to principles evolved in the
2019 Ayodhya Verdict.

e The case has revived debate regarding the
scope of the Places of Worship (Special
Provisions) Act, 1991.

Key Points
e The Places of Worship Act, 1991
o Maintains the religious character of places
of worship as on 15 August 1947.
o Prohibits conversion of one religious place
into another.
e Exception under Section 4(3):

o Ancient and historical monuments protected
under the Ancient Monuments Act, 1958 are
exempted.

e The Bhojshala case proceeded through this
exemption.
e Courtrelied upon:
Archaeological evidence,
Historical records,
“Preponderance of probability” principle,
“Faith and belief” doctrine from Ayodhya
judgment.
e Similar disputes:
o Gyanvapi Mosque
o Shahildgah Mosque

O O O O

Static Linkages
e Secularism as Basic Structure.
e Articles 25-28: Freedom of religion.
e Article 14: Equality before law.
e Article 49: Protection of monuments.
e Article 51A(f): Duty to preserve composite culture.
e Medieval syncretic architecture in India.
e Constitutional morality and fraternity.
e Judicial review and separation of powers.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Judicial route for resolving historical-religious
disputes.
e Highlights role of ASI and archaeological evidence in
litigation.
e Raises debate on balance between faith and
constitutional secularism.
Concerns
e May dilute spirit of Places of Worship Act, 1991.
e Risk of repeated challenges to minority religious
sites.
e Possibility of communal polarization.
e Courts entering historical-faith questions may
create uncertainty.
e Selective interpretation of history may encourage
identity politics.
Constitutional Dimensions
e Conflict between:
Freedom of religion,
Secularism,
Rule of law,
Fraternity.
e Raises issue of judicial activism versus legislative
intent.

O O O ©O

Way Forward

e Strict implementation of Places of Worship Act,
1991.

e Encourage mediation and shared-use arrangements.

e Preserve syncretic heritage traditions.

e Ensure ASI neutrality and scientific standards.

e Promote constitutional values of secularism and
fraternity.

e Avoid politicization of heritage disputes.



Watch, but do not wait
Extra caution should guide international
responses to the Ebola outbreak

ith unusual alacrity, WHO declared a

Public Health Emergency of Interna-

tional Concern over the Ebola out-
break in central Africa, not even waiting for the
advice of an emergency committee of expert pa-
nellists, as is convention. WHO has nevertheless
been feted for swift action by global health ex-
peris, given that there are several unknowns aris-
ing from the current strain responsible for the
outbreak - the uncommon Bundibugyo strain.
This strain has caused fewer outbreaks in the past
and the efficacy of usually effective countermea-
sures such as vaccines (highly effective against
the commeon Zaire strain) and other therapies,
are currently untested with Bundibugyo. The
new Ebola outbreak was notified in the eastern
Demuocratic Republic of Congoe (DRC) and Ugan-
da. It is said to be smaller and confined to a limit-
ed cross-border region between the two nations,
but there are still concerns that because of the
ongoing conflict and displacement in the region,
cases might go undetected, leading to a spread,
and impairing access to care. According to WHO,
as on May 16, 2026, eight laboratory-confirmed
cases, 246 suspected cases, and 80 suspected
deaths have been reported in the DRC's Ituri pro-
vince. Two lab-confirmed cases {including one
death) with no apparent link to each other have
been reported in Kampala, Uganda. WHO has
listed a clutch of factors - high positivity rate of
the initial samples (eight positives among 13 sam-
ples); the confirmation of cases in Kampala; in-
creasing trends in syndromic reporting of sus-
pected cases; and clusters of deaths across Ituri
province — that point towards a potentially much
larger outbreak than what is being detected.

At any rate, WHO has rightly taken a risk-
averse pathway, when dealing with a condition
that has a 50% fatality rate. While it says that mor-
tality rates can range between 25% and 50% de-
pending on the viral strain, access to medical
care, and speed of treatment, there are un-
knowns this time arising out of the Bundibugyo
strain. Ebola is contagious, can spread from per-
son to person, with exposure to body fluids and
contaminated surfaces, and can be vicious; the
horrific 2014-16 outbreak which swept across Gui-
nea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone, resulted in over
28,600 reported cases and 11,325 deaths. By issu-
ing the highest level of global alert early on, WHO
has solicited the co-operation of the world in han-
dling the crises. Outbreak control activities at this
stage must unfailingly include effective patient
and contact tracing, intensive support for every
patient, safe and dignified burials, vaccinations,
if they work, and social mobilisation to spread in-
formation about the disease among the public.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context
* World Health Organization declared a Public
Health Emergency of International Concern
(PHEIC) over the Ebola outbreak in Central
Africa.
e Qutbreak reported in Democratic Republic of
the Congo and Uganda.
* The outbreak involves the rare Bundibugyo
strain of Ebola virus.
¢ WHO acted early due to:
o High fatality rate
o Risk of undetected spread in conflict zones
o Uncertainty regarding vaccine
effectiveness
e WHO data (May 2026):
o 8 confirmed cases
o 246 suspected cases
o 80 suspected deaths

Key Points
Ebola Virus Disease (EVD)
e Viral haemorrhagic fever caused by Ebolavirus.
e Transmission:
o Contact with infected body fluids
o Contaminated surfaces
e Fatality rate:
o WHO estimates 25-50%.

Bundibugyo Strain
e First detected in Uganda (2007).
e Less common than Zaire strain.
e Existing vaccines mainly effective against Zaire
strain.
Public Health Emergency of International Concern
(PHEIC)
e Declared under International Health
Regulations (IHR), 2005.
e WHO'’s highest global health alert mechanism.
* Enables:
o International coordination
o Funding mobilisation
o Emergency surveillance
Previous Ebola Outbreak
e West Africa outbreak (2014-16):
o 28,000+ cases
o 11,000+ deaths
e Countries affected:
o Guinea
o Liberia
o Sierra Leone

Static Linkages
e |nternational Health Regulations (2005)
provide framework for global disease response.
e Zoonotic diseases spread from animals to
humans.
e Conflict and displacement weaken disease
surveillance.
* One Health approach links:
o Human health
o Animal health
o Environmental health
e Primary healthcare and contact tracing are
essential for epidemic control.
¢ Globalisation increases cross-border disease
transmission.

Critical Analysis
Significance of WHO’s Early Action
* Prevents delayed international response.
* Helps in rapid resource mobilisation.
* Reflects lessons from COVID-19 and previous
Ebola outbreaks.
Challenges
e Vaccine efficacy against Bundibugyo strain
uncertain.
e Conflict regions hinder:
o Contact tracing
o Healthcare delivery
e Weak health infrastructure may worsen spread.
e Risk of under-reporting of cases.



Global Concerns

Possibility of international spread through
travel.

Need for coordinated surveillance and genomic
monitoring.

Way Forward

Strengthen disease surveillance systems.
Accelerate vaccine research for all Ebola
strains.

Improve healthcare infrastructure in fragile
regions.

Promote One Health approach.

Enhance WHO-led global coordination.
Increase public awareness and community
participation.

Strengthen airport and border health
surveillance.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

Growing China-Russia strategic partnership
amid the Ukraine conflict.

e US-China engagement aimed at stabilizing
bilateral tensions.
¢ [ndia concerned over:
o China’s rise in Asia
o Border tensions with China
o Expanding Chinese influence in
neighbourhood and global institutions
o Russia’s increasing dependence on China.
* Quad consultations gaining importance in Indo-
Pacific strategy.
Key Points
e China’s economy is nearly five times larger
than India’s.
¢ India-China trade deficit exceeds $110 billion.
* Russia-China partnership has deepened after
Western sanctions on Russia.
¢ [ndia increasing cooperation with:
o US
o Europe
o Quad partners
o Technology and supply-chain initiatives.
* Quad revival aimed at maintaining a multipolar
Asia.
[ ]

India exports more to the Netherlands than to
China and Russia combined.

Static Linkages

Balance of Power
Strategic Autonomy
Multi-alignment
Indo-Pacific concept
Eurasian geopolitics
Maritime security

- Critical Analysis
Advantages
e Stronger US-Europe ties provide:
o Technology access
o Defence cooperation
o Export markets
o Investment opportunities.
* Quad strengthens Indo-Pacific
balancing mechanism.
* Multi-alighment increases diplomatic
flexibility.
Concerns
¢ Russia-China proximity weakens India’s
traditional Eurasian balancing strategy.
e Dependence on Chinese imports
remains high.
e US-Chinarivalry may pressure India
strategically.
¢ Quad lacks formal military structure.
Challenges
e Narrowing economic and technological
gap with China.
¢ Balancing ties among US, Russia, and
Europe.
* Managing border tensions with China.
¢ Building indigenous manufacturing and
R&D capacity.

Way Forward

* Accelerate economic reforms and
industrial growth.

e Strengthen domestic manufacturing
under Atmanirbhar Bharat.

e Expand strategic technology
partnerships.

¢ Diversify supply chains away from
China.

¢ Deepen engagement with Europe and
Indo-Pacific partners.

e Enhance maritime and border security
capabilities.

e Continue pragmatic multi-alignment
policy.



On bail, Court must
heed ruleitlaid down

HE SUPREME Count decision granting bail to a person

accusad in a narco-terrorism case in J&K, in which he

had been incarcerated asan undertrial under the UAPA

for five years, is significant for more than one reason.
The bench comprising Justices BV Nagarathna and Ufjal Bhuryan
hias refterated thateven the rigours of stringent badl provisions in
terror cases would “melt down” when prolonged incarceration
and delayed trial produce a viclation of Article 21 of the Consti-
tution, which guarantees the individual s right tolifie and personal
liberty. It also did something the Court rarely does: It called out
its own deviation from the rule.

In the 2001 ruling in K A Najeeb, the SC laid down that an
undertrial suffering prolonged incarceration withcompletion of
trial not insight must be granted bail —even underthe Unbawful
Activities Prevention Act (UAPA), However, the establishment
ofthis rule has been followed by aplurality ofjudicial approaches,
with some benches abiding by the “good law”, and others devi-

| ating fromyit. Anotabledeviation came inthe January 2026 order
in the bail hearing of the aceused in the North-East Delhi rots.
| For those whowere granted bail in the case, the reason cited was
not delay, which the Nafeeb ruling required, bur thatthey figured
lowerina “hierarchy of offensces™ that the Court ereated. For Umar
Khalid and Sharjee] Imam, the Court said that their prolonged
incarceration had not crossed the “threshold of constitutional
impermissibility”. Justice Nagarathna's bench has now wisely
cautioned that if a smaller bench disagrees with a larger one, it
must refer the case tothe Chief Justice of India, not deviate from
itand render the rule meaningless. It is nobody scase that mech-
anical consistency must replace judicious interpretation, es-
pecially ina palyvocal court with 34 judges, However, some prin-
ciples are irrefutable. Asthe benchunderiined: “Ideally, the more
serious the accusations are, the speedier the trial should be.”

At atime when legislation carves out increasingly sweeping
definitions of crimes, even as punishments become harsher, the
SCbenchsintervention is much needed. The Court cited NCRB
data, noting that the countrywide conviction rate under the UAPA
fior the five years between 2019 and 2023 hovers between 2 and 6
per cent — that is, 2 94 to 98 per cent probability of acquittal in
such cases nationally. In J&E, the conviction rate has remained
below 1 percent. In public speeches, judges often repeat theadage
“bailis the rule, jail is the exception”, as former CII DY Chandra-
chu did in 2024, days before demitting office. But the judiciary
needs todo more than just that. Especially in cases that involve
the protection of fundamental liberties against state abuse, the
Court must listen toitself, and abide by its better instinets.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

e Supreme Court granted bail to a UAPA
undertrial incarcerated for nearly 5 years
without completion of trial.

e Bench: Justice B.V. Nagarathna and Justice
Ujjal Bhuyan.

e Court reiterated that prolonged incarceration
violates Article 21 (Right to Life and Personal
Liberty).

e Reaffirmed K.A. Najeeb v. Union of India (2021):

o Constitutional courts can grant bail despite
stringent UAPA provisions if trial is
excessively delayed.

e Court criticized inconsistency in later UAPA
bail rulings.

e Emphasized judicial discipline and adherence
to larger bench precedents.

Key Points
e Article 21 includes:
o Right to speedy trial,
o Fair procedure,
o Personal liberty.
e UAPA Section 43D(5):
o Makes grant of bail difficult if prima facie
allegations exist.
¢ SCheld:
o Prolonged detention cannot become
punitive before conviction.

Important Observation:
o “The more serious the accusation, the
speedier the trial should be.”
NCRB Data (2019-2023):
o UAPA conviction rate: around 2-6%.
o J&K conviction rate below 1%.
Principle reaffirmed:
o “Bailis the rule, jail is the exception.”

Static Linkages

Article 21 » Right to life and personal liberty.
Article 14 - Equality before law.

Article 22 -» Protection against arbitrary arrest and
detention.

Rule of Law - Basic Structure doctrine.
Presumption of innocence in criminal
jurisprudence.

Hussainara Khatoon Case - Right to speedy trial.
Maneka Gandhi Case -» Procedure must be just,
fair, and reasonable.

Judicial Review and Constitutional Supremacy.
Doctrine of Precedent in Indian judiciary.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reinforces constitutional protections against
arbitrary detention.

Balances national security with civil liberties.
Prevents misuse of stringent anti-terror laws.
Strengthens judicial accountability and
consistency.

Concerns

Delays in investigation and trial under special
laws.

Low conviction rates raise misuse concerns.
Undertrials face punishment before conviction.
Judicial inconsistency weakens legal certainty.

Constitutional Dimension

Liberty cannot be suspended indefinitely without
trial.

State security must operate within constitutional
limits.

Due process is central to democratic governance.

Way Forward

Ensure time-bound trials in UAPA cases.
Strengthen judicial infrastructure and fast-track
courts.

Periodic review of prolonged detention cases.
Improve investigation quality and prosecution
efficiency.

Protect balance between national security and
fundamental rights.

Uniform judicial standards in bail jurisprudence.
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