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SC has ‘reservations’ on its own bail decision

Judgment in a narco-terrorism case refers to Delhi Court says an accused cannot be held indefinitely 1f State shows accusations were 'prima facie’
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

The Supreme Court expressed reservations
over its earlier judgment denying bail to Umar
Khalid and Sharjeel Imam in the Delhi riots
conspiracy case under UAPA.

The Court observed that prolonged
incarceration without completion of trial
violates Article 21.

The observations came while granting bail to a
Jammu & Kashmir accused imprisoned for
nearly five years under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.

Supreme Court reiterated that “Bail is the rule,
jail is the exception” even in UAPA cases.

Key Points

Section 43-D(5) of UAPA restricts bail if
allegations appear “prima facie true”.
Supreme Court held:
o Article 21 overrides statutory restrictions if
incarceration becomes excessive.
o Speedy trialis a fundamental right.
o Long undertrial detention cannot become
punitive detention.
o Constitutional courts can grant bail despite
UAPA restrictions.
Court reaffirmed principles laid down in the
K.A. Najeeb Judgment case.
Judgment strengthens judicial scrutiny over
anti-terror laws.

Static Linkages

Article 21 - Right to life and personal liberty.
Article 22 - Protection against arbitrary arrest
and detention.

Presumption of innocence is a basic principle
of criminal jurisprudence.

Speedy trial recognised in Hussainara Khatoon
case.

Maneka Gandhi case expanded scope of
personal liberty under Article 21.

e abuse,

* Rule of law and judicial review are part of the
basic structure doctrine.

* Preventive detention and national security
laws require constitutional safeguards.

Critical Analysis
Significance
¢ Protects civil liberties against misuse of
stringent laws.
e Reaffirms constitutional supremacy over
statutory provisions.
e Strengthens right to speedy trial.
e Prevents indefinite detention of undertrials.
Concerns
e Security agencies fear weakening of anti-terror
framework.
¢ Delay ininvestigation and trial remains a major
issue.
e Broad provisions of UAPA may enable misuse.
e Balancing national security and liberty remains
challenging.

Way Forward

* Ensure time-bound trials in UAPA cases.

e Reform Section 43-D(5) to prevent excessive
detention.

* Increase capacity of special courts.

e Strengthen safeguards against arbitrary
arrests.

* Maintain balance between national security
and fundamental rights.



Modi meets Norwegian PM
as they upgrade their ties to
Green Strategic Partnership

Subasini Haidar
05L0

India and Norwary have dif-
ferences, but they mist un-

Norwegian Prime Minister
Jonas Gahr Stare here on
Monday after talks with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, as the two countries
upgraded ties o a “Green
Strateghc Partership”.
I o the me- "
dia, both leaders empha-  counterpantin Qo om Monday, ua
sised their discussions on
geopolitical conflicts in Uk-  would aim to create $100  of Hormuz blockade that
raine and West Asia, with  billion in investment and  has held up energy trade.
Mr. Modi comrasting the  “one million jobs in India™. M. Store sxid that Nor-
“instability and uncertain- Mr. Store called India 3 way and India “do not al-
1" brought by the con-  leading global force in  ways see eye 1o eye on all
flicts while India and Ev-  technology, innovation,  fsswes™, which was com-
rope are enfering a “new  and energy”. mon. “We are both res-
golden era” in ties. In a possible reference  pectiul democracies who
“Both India and Norway  to the Russia-Ukraine war,  handle those issues in ways
believe in a rules-based o~ Mr. Stare acknowledged  that live up to democratic
der, dialogue, and diplo-  there were differences bet-  standards.” he added.
macy. We are unanimeus  ween India and Norway, As e two leaders com-
that no lssue can be re-  butthat it was necessaryto  pleted thelr stememts,
sobved through military  work through them, Nor-  the event saw an unusual
conllict, Whether it is Uk way, which has urged Indis  momert. when a Norwe-
raine o West Asia, we sup-  tocondemn the Russianin:  gian journalist stood up to
port, and will continue to vasion of Ukraine in the protest the fact that the
support, an carly end to  past and to reduce its in-  Prime Ministers did not
condlict and every effort to- ke of Russian ofl, is also ke questions from the
ward peace,” he sald. hoping 1o offer India alter-  media from both countries
He said that the Trade native supplies of oil and  present. At Mr. Modi's ear-
and Economic Partnership  gas that Norway i a major  lier stop in the Netherlands
Agreement signed bst year  exporter of, 100, bocal Dutch media had
with Norway and three EF- objected 1o the lack of a
TA countries - Switzer-  “Trade pr as is cus-
Land, leeland, Liechten- “We have 1o stand up  tomary there. While Mr.
stedn — as well as the Green  against those who weaps-  Modi did not respond to
Strategic Partnership an-  nise diplomacy, who wea-  the question, PM Store re-
nounced on  Monday, ponise trade, and who  tumed 1o the media room
would combine Indias  weaponise technology. At afterwasds, and gave inter
scale, speed, and talent 2 time of rising protection-  views to bocal media.
with Norway's technology  ism and more tense geo- The two Prime Ministers
and capital. political dynamics, it is  will join leaders of Sweden,
“From the Arctic toout:  more important than ever  Denmark, loeland and Fin-
er space, from green ship-  tostand together forarule  land for the Nordicndia
ping to the blue economy,  based order,” Mr. Store  summiton .
and from energy security  sakd, possibly referring not (The reporter is in Nor-
to food security, our coop-  only 1o Russi, but also the  way af the invitarion of the
eration is touching new U5, and China on unilater-  Norwegian Ministry of Fo-
frontiers,” Mr. Modi alism and woni reign Affairs to cover the
saying that the EFTA deal  as well & Iran for the Stralt  Nowdic Summit)

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

India and Norway upgraded bilateral ties to a
Green Strategic Partnership.

Discussions held between PM Narendra Modi
and Norwegian PM Jonas Gahr Stgre.

Focus areas:

o Renewable energy

o Green shipping

Blue economy
Arctic cooperation
Technology and innovation

o Energy security

India highlighted implementation of the India-
EFTA Trade and Economic Partnership
Agreement (TEPA).

Both nations supported:

o Rules-based international order

o Diplomacy over military conflict

o Peaceful resolution of Ukraine and West

Asia conflicts.

o O O

Key Points
India—EFTA TEPA

Signed between India and EFTA countries:
o Norway
o Switzerland
o Iceland
o Liechtenstein
Expected outcomes:
o $100 billion investment
o Around 1 million jobs in India.
Importance:
o Market access

o Technology transfer
o |nvestment inflows.

Green Strategic Partnership
Focus areas include:

Green hydrogen

Offshore wind energy

Maritime decarbonisation
Sustainable ocean economy
Climate cooperation

Clean technology partnerships.

Geopolitical Importance

Reflects India’s policy of:

o Strategic autonomy

o Multi-alignment.

Europe sees India as a key democratic and
economic partner amid:

o Russia-Ukraine conflict

o Global supply-chain disruptions

o Rising protectionism.

Arctic Cooperation

Norway is a major Arctic nation.
India’s Arctic interests:
o Himadri Research Station (Svalbard)
o Arctic Policy 2022.
Relevance:
o Climate change research
o Shipping routes
o Resource governance.

Blue Economy
Includes:

Fisheries

Marine trade

Offshore energy

Coastal infrastructure
Sustainable ocean resource use.

Static Points

Article 51 of DPSP:
o Promotion of international peace and
security.
o Respect for international law.
o Peaceful settlement of disputes.
EFTA:
o Established in 1960.
o Intergovernmental trade organization.
Norway:
o Not a member of European Union.
o Member of European Economic Area (EEA).
India’s Net Zero target:
o By 2070.
National Green Hydrogen Mission:
o Aims to make India a global hub for green
hydrogen.
Sagarmala Programme:
o Port-led development initiative.



Critical Analysis
Advantages
e Strengthens India-Europe strategic ties.

Supports India’s clean-energy transition.
Increases foreign investment and employment.
Enhances maritime and Arctic cooperation.
Diversifies energy partnerships.

Challenges

Differences over Russia-Ukraine conflict.
High cost of green technologies.

Global protectionism may affect trade flows.
Implementation challenges in TEPA
commitments.

Geopolitical instability affecting energy and
shipping routes.

Way Forward

Fast-track TEPA implementation.

Increase joint investments in green
technologies.

Expand Arctic scientific cooperation.
Strengthen maritime sustainability initiatives.
Build resilient supply chains and energy
partnerships.

Promote technology transfer and skill
development.




CAA applicants must declare
passport status, surrender
foreign passports: Ministry

Vijalta Singh

NEW DELHI

Applicants seeking citizen-
ship under the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA),
2019 will have to submit an
affudavit declaring whether
they hold a valid or an ex-
pired passport fram Pakis-
tan, Afghanistan or Bangla-
desh, according w an
amendment to the Citizen-
ship Rules notified by the
Union Home Ministry on
Mondsy.

The move comes days
after the Bharatiya Janata
Farty (BJF) came to power
for the first time in West
Bengal where a large num-
ber of the Matua commun-
ity, the intended benefici-
aries of CAA, reside.

Maost of the Matuas, who
migrated from neighbour-
ing Bangladesh during dif-
ferent time-periods. do not
have sufficient documents
to apply for citizenship un-
der the CAA. The 2019 le-

CAA Rules, requires an ap:
picant 1o declare that they
are foreigners along with a
document issusd by any
government authority in
Afghanistan, Bangladesh
or Pakistan establishing
their roots in the three
countries,

The CAA Rules also ena-
ble local priests or a “local:
ly reputed commumnity in-
stitution™ to issue the
mandatory oertificates cer-
tifying the faith of an appli-
cant.

CAA facilitates citizen-
ship to six non-Mushim
communities - Hindu,
Sikh, Parsi, Jain, Buddhist
and Christian — from the
three countries of Pakis-
tan, Bangladesh and Al
ghanistan who entered In-
dia before December 31,
2004,

On Monday, the Minis-
try inserted a paragraph in
Schedule IC of the CAA ap-
plication form where the
applicant must declare if

the Government of Pakis-
tan/Afghanistan/Bangla-
desh.” The form requires
the applicant w0 provide
the date and month of
thelr entry 1o Indla and
adds that they can be de-
prived of citizenship if the
information is found 1w be
incorrect.

The inserted paragraph
added thar if the applicant
is “in possession” of a valid
or expired passport, then
details such as the
number, date and place of
ssue, date of expiry are to
be provided and the pass-
port is to be surrendered
before the Senior Superin-
tendent of Post or Superin-
tendent of Fost within 15
days of approval of citizen:
ship application, the notif-
cation said.

Before the Assembly
elections were declared in
West Bengal, the MHA, in
the months of February
and March, notified four
committees headed by

gislation, which became ef-  he/she is “not in posses-  Central governmem offi-
fective on March 11, 2024  siom of a valid andfor ex- dals 1 clear the ciiizen-
through the notification of  pired passp issaied by ship applications.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

Union Ministry of Home Affairs amended
Citizenship Rules under the Citizenship
Amendment Act, 2019.
Applicants under CAA must now file an
affidavit declaring whether they possess a
valid/expired passport of Pakistan,
Afghanistan, or Bangladesh.
If passport exists:

o Passport details must be disclosed.

o Passport must be surrendered within 15

days after grant of citizenship.

Amendment gains importance due to large
Matua population in West Bengal seeking
citizenship benefits.
Many applicants reportedly lack documentary
proof required under CAA Rules notified in
March 2024.

Key Provisions of CAA

Applicable to:

o Hindus
Sikhs

Buddhists
Jains

Parsis
Christians
Migrants from:

o Pakistan

o Afghanistan

o Bangladesh
Eligibility:

o Entered India before December 31, 2014.
Naturalisation period reduced:
© From 11 years to 5 years.

0O O O o o

e CAA Rules allow:
o Religious certificates from local
priests/community institutions.
e Exemptions:
o Sixth Schedule areas.
o Inner Line Permit (ILP) areas.

Important Constitutional & Legal Points
e Articles 5-11 deal with citizenship.
e Article 11 empowers Parliament to regulate
citizenship.
» Citizenship Act, 1955 governs acquisition and
termination of citizenship.
e Article 14:
o Equality before law applies to both citizens
and non-citizens.
* India follows:
o Single citizenship.
e Assam Accord (1985):
o Cut-off date for illegal migrants in Assam:
March 24, 1971.
* Related laws:
o Foreigners Act, 1946.
o Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Provides fast-track citizenship to persecuted
minorities.
e Addresses long-pending refugee concerns.
* Introduces documentary clarity through
affidavit mechanism.
Concerns
* Excludes persecuted Muslim sects.
e Criticism regarding Article 14 and secularism.
e Documentation challenges for poor migrants.
e Concerns in North-East regarding demographic
changes.
e Fear of linkage with NRC process.

Way Forward

e Ensure transparent and non-discriminatory
implementation.

e Simplify documentation for vulnerable
migrants.

e Strengthen constitutional safeguards.

e Develop a comprehensive refugee law.

e Balance humanitarian concerns with national
security.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

N-h.xm mbnm!rurw. ||m|idmbe

e Debate over age-relaxation provisions for
women researchers in research grants and
fellowships.

e Women researchers face career disruptions
due to caregiving responsibilities, maternity,
and unequal domestic workload.

e Concern that existing measures are insufficient
for ensuring substantive equality in academia
and research institutions.

Key Points

e Article 15(3): State can make special provisions
for women and children.

e Article 16: Equality of opportunity in public
employment with scope for corrective
measures.

¢ Article 51A(e): Duty to renounce practices

derogatory to dignity of women.

* Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act, 2017:
o 26 weeks paid maternity leave.
o Creche facilities mandated for larger
establishments.
e Fellowship and contractual researchers often
remain outside full legal protection.
* No statutory paternity leave law in India.
e AISHE 2021-22:
o 57% male faculty.
o 43% female faculty.
e Women underrepresented in STEM and senior
academic positions.
e SERB reported lower application and success
rates for women researchers.
e Supreme Courtin Vijay Lakshmi vs Punjab
University And Others upheld substantive
equality approach.

NEP 2020 supports institutional flexibility and
faculty wellbeing.

Static Linkages

Substantive Equality vs Formal Equality.
Fundamental Rights and Affirmative Action.

DPSP related to equal livelihood opportunities.
Gender Budgeting.

Human Capital Development.

Scientific Research & Innovation Ecosystem.
Women Empowerment and Inclusive Governance.
Labour Welfare and Social Security.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Promotes women’s participation in research
ecosystem.

Addresses structural disadvantages due to
caregiving burden.

Constitutionally valid under affirmative action
principles.

Improves diversity in STEM institutions.
Supports long-term scientific capacity building.

Challenges

Age relaxation alone insufficient.

Lack of childcare and reintegration support.
Contractual researchers excluded from
protections.

Weak institutional support after maternity leave.
Absence of statutory paternity leave reinforces
gender imbalance.

Limited women representation in higher academic
leadership.

Constitutional Dimensions

Reflects substantive equality approach.
Linked to dignity and social justice principles.
Balances equality with corrective discrimination.

Way Forward

Introduce re-entry fellowships for women
researchers.

Provide no-cost grant extensions during
caregiving periods.

Institutionalize childcare and creche facilities.
Extend maternity protections to fellowship
researchers.

Introduce statutory paternity leave.

Flexible research timelines and evaluation
mechanisms.

Improve women representation in research
leadership.

Gender-sensitive reforms in funding agencies.



Strategic spark in India-South Korea defence ties
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¢ |Indian Defence Minister visited South Korea
(May 19-21, 2026) after the South Korean
President’s India visit in April 2026.
e Defence cooperation has expanded from
limited engagement to strategic partnership in:
o Defence manufacturing
o Technology transfer
o Military modernisation
e K9 Vajra-T project under “Make in India” is the
flagship India-South Korea defence
collaboration.
e Cooperation is now expanding into submarines,
aerospace, shipbuilding, defence electronics,
and innovation ecosystems.

Key Points
e South Korea’s expertise:

o Conventional submarines
Air-Independent Propulsion (AIP)
Lithium-ion battery systems
Advanced shipbuilding
Aerospace technologies
* Important cooperation areas:

o Submarines
o Fighter aircraft technologies
o Naval propulsion systems
o Utility helicopters
o Defence electronics
o Military batteries
e Proposed Korea-India Defence Accelerator
(KIND-X):
o Startup collaboration
o Defence innovation ecosystem
o R&D partnerships
e Strategic drivers:
o China’s naval assertiveness
North Korea’s missile programme
Russia—North Korea military cooperation
Indo-Pacific maritime security

O O O

¢ |ndia seeks:

o Defence indigenisation

o Technology transfer

o Diversification of defence partners
e South Korea seeks:

o Strategic diversification

o Defence export markets

o Indo-Pacific partnerships

Static Linkages
e Act East Policy
e SAGAR doctrine
¢ Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI)
e Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence
e Make in India programme
e Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP)
e UNCLOS and freedom of navigation
e Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs)
e Air-Independent Propulsion (AIP) technology
e QUAD and Indo-Pacific strategy
e SIPRI reports on global arms imports
Strategic autonomy in foreign policy

Critical Analysis
Advantages
e Boosts defence indigenisation.
e Enhances India’s maritime capability.
e Reduces dependence on traditional defence
suppliers.
e Strengthens Indo-Pacific strategic balance.
e Supports defence manufacturing ecosystem.
e Encourages advanced technology transfer.
Challenges
e Possible limitations in critical technology transfer.
e Procurement and implementation delays.
e Strategic pressure from China.
e Different strategic priorities of India and South
Korea.
e Dependence on imported defence components.
e Financial and operational constraints.
Strategic Concerns
e China’s growing naval presence in Indo-Pacific.
e North Korea’s nuclear and missile threats.
e Security of South China Sea trade routes.
e Need for resilient supply chains in critical
technologies.

Way Forward

e Develop long-term India-South Korea defence
roadmap.

e [ncrease joint R&D and co-production.

e Expand naval and maritime cooperation.

e Strengthen semiconductor and battery supply
chains.

e Promote defence startup partnerships.

e Enhance interoperability through joint exercises.

e Focus on emerging domains:
o Cyber security
o Al warfare
o Space security
o Autonomous systems



Unlearnt lessons

Indlia’s inadequate strategic petroleum
and gas reserves stand exposed

ast week, the Centre hiked retall petro-

leurn product prices after a gap of four
years. This was expected, since the go-
vernment had been warning about high crude
prices, and how public sector oil marketing com-
panies (OMCs) had been bleeding heavily due io
under-recoveries. It was also expected that this
would happen after the results of the five As-
sembly elections. But the Prime Minister's appeal
for austerity due to the drain on foreign ex-
change, the sharp depreciation of the rupee in re-
cent months and the April's inflation prints poing
1o a musch deeper problem that India coubd have
addressed decades earlier — the country's in-
adequate strategic petroleum and gas reserves,
India did build out a strategic petroleum reserve
(SPR) of about 36.7 million-39 million barrels, a
151

progr conceived ing the p
vulnerability and formalised in the early 2000s.
Eut today, this covers about seven days of con-
sumption demand at 5.5 million barrels per day
(mibpd). Combined with inventories of OMCs and
import cover, this amounts to more than 70 days
of stock. But over the years, India has emerged as
the world's third-largest automobile market after
the LLS. and China, and a comparison with those
nations reveals the scale of India's vulnerability.
While the U.S. built its SPRs in the aftermath of
the 1973 oil shock = which, ar T4 million barrels,
Is 18 times larger than India's - China’s roughly
900 million harrels is even larger. The U.S. has
about 400 million barrels currently in its reserve
system, providing it with roughly 20 days of con-
sumption. The country has emerged as the
world’s largest oil producer in the past 10 years
with an output of about 13 mbpd and a commer-
cial system wide inventory, pushing it above the
90 day-mark recommended by the International
Energy Agency for reserves. The same applics to
China, which is comparable with India as a more
ofl import-dependent nation. These mumbers be-
comme even starker when compared with reserves
for liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) and liquefied
natural gas (LNG), where India is most exposed.
Inchia has about 1.4 lakh tonnes of LPG storage,
while its dally consumption is about 80,000
tonnes — more than half iis reserve capacity. As
for LNG, India Largely relies on stocks at regasifi-
cation facilitles of Petronet LNG and BPCL, with-
out any underground storage for a fuel vital o
produce fertilizers. Both the U5, and China have
heavily invested in underground LNG storage.
The EU was quick to adapt following the Russia-
Ukraine war as it drew down its dependence on
Russian gas. These reserves have enabled ad-
vanced economies to hedge against supply dis-
ruptions by relying on long-term comtracts at
times of supply disruptions, cushioning them
from spot market spikes. As for China, its de-
fiance of American sanctions against Russian ofl
has paid off handsomely, India would have bene-
fited o, had it maintained grester strategic aubo-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

¢ The Union Government recently increased
retail fuel prices after nearly four years due to
rising global crude oil prices.

e Public Sector Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs)
were facing heavy under-recoveries because of
high import costs.

* Rising crude prices, rupee depreciation, and
inflation highlighted India’s inadequate
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) and weak
gas storage infrastructure.

¢ [ndia’s SPR capacity currently covers only
about 7 days of crude oil consumption.

e Theissue gains significance amid geopolitical
disruptions such as the Russia-Ukraine conflict
and volatility in West Asia.

Key Points
* |Indiaimports nearly:
o 85% of crude oil demand
o 50% of natural gas demand
e [ndiais the:
o 3rd largest oil consumer
o 3rd largest oil importer
¢ Existing SPR capacity:
o About 5.33 MMT
o Roughly 36.7-39 million barrels
e SPRfacilities located at:
o Visakhapatnam
o Mangaluru

o Padur
* Managed by:
o Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves
Limited (ISPRL)
* |EA recommends:
o Minimum 90 days of net import cover
* India’s total reserve cover (SPR + commercial
stocks):
o Around 70 days
* LPG storage:
o Around 1.4 lakh tonnes
e |ndia lacks underground LNG storage facilities.
e China and the U.S. possess significantly larger
petroleum and LNG reserves.

Static Linkages
* Energy security is essential for economic
sovereignty.
* Rising crude prices increase:
o Current Account Deficit (CAD)
o Imported inflation
o Fiscal burden
e Rupee depreciation increases oil import costs.
e Strategic reserves act as buffers during global
supply shocks.
* Diversification of energy sources reduces
external vulnerability.
* Long-term energy contracts enhance supply
stability.
* Natural gas is considered a transition fuel for
low-carbon growth.
e Geopolitical conflicts directly affect energy
markets and inflation.

Critical Analysis
Significance of SPR
* Protects against:
o Supply disruptions
o War-related shocks
o Sudden crude price spikes
e Helps stabilize:
o |nflation
o Domestic fuel prices
o Economic growth
* Enhances strategic autonomy in foreign policy.
e Allows crude purchase during periods of low
prices.
Challenges
* India’s SPR capacity remains inadequate
compared to consumption needs.
e Heavy dependence on imported crude
continues.
e Absence of underground LNG storage
increases vulnerability.



* SPR expansion requires:
o High capital investment
o Advanced infrastructure
e Limited fiscal space constrains rapid
expansion.
Concerns
e High fuel prices increase:
o Transportation costs
o Food inflation
o Fertilizer subsidy burden
¢ OMC losses affect public finances.
* Global geopolitical instability creates long-
term energy insecurity.

Way Forward
* Expand Phase-Il SPR projects rapidly.
¢ Develop underground LNG storage
infrastructure.
* Diversify crude oil import sources.
* Increase investmentin:
o Renewable energy
o Green hydrogen
o Biofuels
* Promote electric mobility and public transport.
e Strengthen domestic hydrocarbon exploration.
e Build long-term strategic energy partnerships.
* Improve energy efficiency across sectors.




for the storm
Despite the predictability of weather
events, India remains vulnerable
ate last week, a pacy pre-monsoon weath-
L er system barrelled into Uttar Pradesh,
bringing a compound of thunderstorms,
dust storms, lightning, heavy rain, and thunder-
squalls to multiple districts at once. By May 14,
the toll was 111 deaths and 72 injuries across 26
districts, rendering the storms among the dea-
dliest weather-related disasters in Uttar Pradesh
in recent times. The State has experienced simi-
lar weather events in May-June since 2018, if not
before. The distinction this year seems to have
been the intensity, with winds capable of uproot-
ing trees, The storm appears to have been driven
by a pre-monsoon convective system, with a
fresh western disturbance over the northwest
further destabilising conditions. The India Mete-
orological Department (IMD) had issued thunder-
storm and lightning alerts before the event and
the Uttar Pradesh government reportedly issued
more than 34 crore red and orange alert messag-
es via the SACHET portal. However, it is not clear
whether these warnings were sufficiently geo-
graphically precise or reached their intended be-
neficiaries in time - and in fact if they simply
warned of impending adverse weather or carried
instructions for people to act on.

Indeed, advance preparation is pertinent for
two reasons. The State is sometimes in a conver-
gence zone as the hot, dry, ‘loo’ winds from the
Thar move east over the plains while moisture-la-
den winds from the Bay of Bengal push in from
the southeast. Second, over the undulating Vind-
hya hills in Mirzapur and Sonbhadra, the conver-
gent air masses may lift rapidly, producing thun-
derstorms over specific parts of the State.
Effectively, while no authority could have pred-
icted the storms’ local intensity, the underlying
risk was hardly unforeseeable. Their recurrence
at this time of the year and place should raise
sharp questions about why so many deaths still
occurred. Part of the answer is surely the proxi-
mate causes of death and damage, including
housing and public infrastructure. Uttar Pradesh
has a large number of structurally vulnerable ru-
ral and peri-urban households. If a storm strikes
at dusk or later, people are often indoors or rest-
ing under fragile roofs. In addition, people are al-
so vulnerable to improperly placed or poorly in-
stalled hoardings, electrical wiring, and public
signage. The State was aware of the kinds of dam-
age such storms could cause as it announced sep-
arate relief packages depending on the type of
farming, crop, and loss. The underlying risk was
foreseeable, yet the vulnerability was high.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context
e Severe pre-monsoon thunderstorms, dust
storms, lightning, heavy rainfall and
thundersqualls struck multiple districts of
Uttar Pradesh in May 2026.
* Around 111 deaths and 72 injuries were
reported across 26 districts.
* |MD issued thunderstorm and lightning alerts
before the event.
e Uttar Pradesh government disseminated
warnings through the SACHET portal.
* Despite warnings, large-scale casualties
highlighted gaps in:
o Last-mile warning systems
o Ruralinfrastructure resilience
o Disaster preparedness

Key Points
e Storms were caused by:
©o Pre-monsoon convective activity
o Western Disturbance over northwest India
o [Interaction of:
= Hotdry “loo” winds
= Moisture-laden Bay of Bengal winds
e Vulnerable regions:
o Mirzapur
o Sonbhadra
o Vindhyan hill region

e Major causes of deaths:
o Lightning
o Roof collapse
o Falling trees
o Electrocution
India Meteorological Department (IMD):
o Provides Impact-Based Forecasting (IBF)
o Uses Doppler Weather Radar
o |ssues nowcast warnings
SACHET:
o Integrated alert dissemination platform for
disaster warnings.
India increasingly faces:
o Extreme weather events
o Climate-induced disaster risks

Static Points
e Western Disturbances:
o Extra-tropical storms originating near the
Mediterranean region.
e “Loo”:
o Hot and dry local summer wind over
northern India.
e Thunderstorms form due to:
o Convection
o Moisture instability
o Rapid uplift of warm air
e Lightning occurs due to:
o Charge separation inside cumulonimbus
clouds.
e Disaster Management Act, 2005:
o Establishes NDMA, SDMA and district
disaster authorities.
e Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction
(2015-2030):
o Focuses on preparedness, resilience and
early warning systems.
* NDMA guidelines:
o Lightning safety
o Urban flooding
o Heatwave management

Critical Analysis
Issues
e Lack of hyper-local forecasting.
* Weak last-mile delivery of warnings.
e Poor public awareness regarding lightning
safety.
e Vulnerable rural housing and infrastructure.
* |nadequate regulation of unsafe hoardings and
electrical systems.



Significance

Highlights increasing climate variability in
India.

Shows need for disaster-resilient
infrastructure.

Demonstrates importance of community-
based disaster management.

Underlines role of technology in disaster
mitigation.

Way Forward

Strengthen hyper-local weather forecasting.
Expand Doppler Weather Radar coverage.
Improve actionable warnings instead of generic
alerts.

Conduct community awareness and lightning
safety campaigns.

Promote disaster-resilient rural housing.
Integrate disaster preparedness into local
governance plans.

Improve coordination between IMD, NDMA and
State agencies.




In federalism challenges,
consensus is the solution

The more powerful Centre needsto
engage with states through wide
consultation, accommodation,
compromise and self-restraint
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

Key Points
Democratic Deficit

Fiscal Federalism

el

Debate on Centre-State relations has
intensified over:

o Delimitation after 2026.

o Fiscal devolution among States.

o Increasing centralisation by the Union

government.
Southern States fear reduction in Lok Sabha
representation due to successful population
control.
Concerns raised regarding rising imbalance
between:

o Political representation.

o Fiscal contribution and redistribution.
Article highlights growing shift from
“cooperative federalism” to “combative
federalism”.

Lok Sabha seat allocation frozen based on 1971
Census.

Freeze extended till first Census after 2026.
Southern States may lose parliamentary seats
after delimitation.

Hindi heartland States likely to gain
representation due to higher population
growth.

Finance Commission transfers increasingly
favour poorer States.

Developed States contribute more taxes than
they receive.

e Debate over “rewarding inefficiency”
“ensuring equity”.
e Southern and Western States seek
performance-based devolution.
Divergent State Performance
e Southern/Western States:
o Lower fertility rates.
o Higher economic growth.
o Better human development indicators.
¢ Hindi heartland:
o Higher fertility.
o Lower per capitaincome.
o Greater dependence on Union transfers.
Cooperative Federalism Concerns
* Increasing unilateral policymaking by Centre
criticised.
* Need for wider consultation with States.
e GST Council cited as successful federal
consensus model.

Static Linkages
e “Union of States” concept.
e Federal system with unitary bias.
e Seventh Schedule:
o Union List
o State List
o Concurrent List
e Article 246 - Legislative relations.
e Article 280 - Finance Commission.
e Article 263 - Inter-State Council.
e Article 356 - President’s Rule.
e Article 279A - GST Council.
e Delimitation Commission.
e Basic Structure Doctrine.
e Sarkaria Commission recommendations.
e Punchhi Commission recommendations.
e Fiscal federalism.
e Cooperative federalism.
e Demographic transition theory.

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Fiscal redistribution promotes balanced
regional development.
e Supports poorer States in welfare delivery.
e Cooperative federalism strengthens national
integration.
e GST Council demonstrates consensus-based
governance.
Concerns
¢ Developed States perceive fiscal injustice.

e Population-control-performing States may lose

political influence.



* Excessive centralisation weakens State
autonomy.
e Growing regional grievances may affect
national unity.
e Trust deficit between Centre and States
increasing.
Constitutional Dimension
e Federalism is part of Basic Structure.
* Balance needed between:
o Equity,
o Representation,
o National integration.

Way Forward
e Adopt balanced delimitation formula
considering:
o Population,
o Demographic performance,
o Development indicators.
e Strengthen Inter-State Council.

* [ncrease transparency in Finance Commission

criteria.

* Promote performance-linked incentives.

¢ [nstitutionalise regular Centre—State
consultations.

e Strengthen cooperative federalism
mechanisms.

e Ensure fiscal autonomy of States.
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questions, calls for honest reckonmg
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

(CMG Vinorn

Right to Equality in public examinations.
Directive Principles related to public health.
Doctor-population ratio and healthcare
accessibility.

Commercialization of education.
Transparency and accountability in
governance.

Cybersecurity in digital examination systems.

¢ Allegations of paper leak and irregularities in

NEET-UG have raised concerns over
transparency and credibility of national-level
examinations.

Around 22 lakh aspirants were affected,
reviving debate over the effectiveness of
centralized medical entrance examinations.
Questions have emerged regarding the
functioning of the National Testing Agency
(NTA), coaching industry influence, and
commercialization of medical education.

Key Points

NEET was introduced in 2013 to:
o Ensure uniform standards in medical
admissions.
o Reduce multiple entrance examinations.
o Curb corruption and capitation fees.
o Promote merit-based selection.

e Major issues highlighted:

o Repeated paper leaks undermine
institutional credibility.

o Coaching-centre dominance increases
inequality.

o Mental stress and student suicides linked to
high-pressure exam ecosystem.

o Private medical colleges continue indirect
capitation practices.

o Rural healthcare system continues to face
shortage of doctors.

e Concerns regarding NTA:

o Weak examination security mechanisms.

o Lack of accountability in conduct of exams.

o Need for transparent investigation and
reforms.

Static Linkages

Education in Concurrent List.

Ethical issues in public administration.
Mental health concerns among youth.

Critical Analysis
Positives
¢ Single-window medical admission system.
e Reduced multiplicity of entrance exams.
e Greater uniformity in eligibility assessment.
Challenges
* Repeated leaks reduce trust in meritocracy.
e Coaching industry creates socio-economic
inequality.
e Commercialization of medical education
persists.
e High exam pressure affects mental health.
e Weak regulation of private medical colleges.
e Poor rural healthcare staffing despite
centralized admissions.
Governance Concerns
¢ [Institutional accountability of NTA.

* Need for stronger cyber and logistical security.

Questions over fairness and transparency.

Way Forward

e Strengthen digital security and encrypted
exam systems.

e Create independent examination oversight
mechanism.

e Ensure strict punishment for paper leak
networks.

¢ Regulate private medical college fees
effectively.

e Expand affordable government medical seats.

* Provide mental health support for aspirants.

e Improve incentives for rural medical service.

* Increase transparency and accountability in
NTA functioning.



For WTO to matter, it needs to
recognise politics behind trade
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

e The 14th Ministerial Conference (MC14) of the
World Trade Organization highlighted growing
concerns regarding the future of multilateral
trade governance.

¢ Discussions occurred amid increasing
geopolitical tensions between the United
States and China.

e The article critiques WTQO’s inability to
adequately address development concerns of
developing countries.

e Key issues raised include:

o Failure of Doha Development Agenda
(DDA),

o Chinese manufacturing overcapacity,

o Weaponisation of trade and supply chains,

o Lack of environmental and ethical
considerations in trade governance.

Key Points

* Doha Development Agenda (2001) aimed to
place developing countries at the centre of
global trade negotiations.

e China’s WTO entry in 2001 significantly altered
global manufacturing and export patterns.

e Cheap Chinese exports have adversely
affected manufacturing sectors in developing
countries.

* Increasing use of:

o Economic sanctions,
o Export controls,
o Supply-chain disruptions,

o has made trade a geopolitical tool.
WTO discussions inadequately address:

o National security concerns,

o Cybersecurity and data misuse,

o Environmental sustainability.
Growing demand for reforming WTO to reflect
present geopolitical and developmental realities.

Static Linkages

Multilateralism in global governance.

Most Favoured Nation (MFN) principle.
Special and Differential Treatment (S&DT).
Globalisation and trade liberalisation.
Comparative advantage theory.
Supply-chain resilience and energy security.
Sustainable development.

National security exceptions under GATT.
Environmental ethics and climate justice.

Critical Analysis
Concerns

WTO has failed to resolve long-pending
developmental issues.

Consensus-based decision-making delays
reforms.

Chinese overcapacity distorts global markets.
Developing countries face deindustrialisation
risks.

Trade weaponisation threatens food and energy
security.

Environmental concerns remain peripheralin
trade negotiations.

Significance for India

India supports a rule-based multilateral trading
system.

Protection of policy space for agriculture and
MSMEs remains crucial.

India advocates Special and Differential
Treatment for developing countries.

Supply-chain diversification creates opportunities
for India under “China+1” strategy.

Way Forward

Reform WTO dispute settlement mechanism.
Revive development-focused trade negotiations.
Strengthen protection for vulnerable developing
economies.

Integrate sustainability into trade frameworks.
Promote resilient and diversified supply chains.
Enhance representation of Global South in trade
governance.

Balance free trade with strategic and national
security concerns.



No quick-fixes, weak
rupee problem runs deep

HE INDIAN currency continues to be under pressure.

thedollar —sincethe beginningofthisyvear, it has fallen

by around 6.5 per cent. According to a report in this
paper, some policymakers view this fall as the market pricing in
thedepreciation that may have oocurred before 2025, atime when
the central bank’s interventions increased sharply, leading to an
“artificial stabilisation” of the rupee. While market interventions
designed to keep the currency ata particular level may delay the
adjustments required to fix underlying imbalances in the econ-
omy, the problems with the nipee run deeper.

The currency’s weakness comes at a time when the Indian
economy hasbeen growing at arelatively healthy pace, with both
inflation and the current account deficitbeing low. The rupee has
also fallen against the dollar when the greenback has itself
weakened — in 2025, the rupee fell by 4.7 per centagainst the dol-
larwhen the dollar index fell from 109 to 98. The problems have
been due to pressure on both the capital and current accounts.
Capital hasbeen flowing out ofthe country, with both foreign and
domestic investors exploring alternatives. Investors seem maore
exuberant about the prospects of East Asian economies, which
are benefitting from the China+1 play and the Al boom. And on
the current account side, the steep rise in global crude oil prices
is exerting pressure, financing which will be challenging.

In response, there have been appeals to curb foreign travel
and gold purchases in order to conserve forex, with the REI also
intervening in the marketstostemthe rupee's slide. Its net short
forward position had widened considerably, and it had earlier
also restricted activity in the non-deliverable forwards market.
The relieftothe currency from the central bank’s steps was, how-
ever, short-lived. But the temptation to intervene inthe currency
markets through various instruments, when the rupee is facing
both depreciation and appreciation pressures, is not new. The
central bank has inthe pastrepeatedly intervened in the markets.
The approach should, however, be toallowthe currency tomove
freely. The nupee should work asashock absorber, At the current
juncture, the focus should be on addressing the pain pointsin the
economy. Steps need to be taken to attract foreign capital, raise
domestic competitiveness and boost merchandise exports. The
structural impediments to growth need to be tackled urgently.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

Indian Rupee has depreciated against the US
Dollar despite:

o Stable GDP growth,

o Moderate inflation,

o Manageable Current Account Deficit (CAD).
RBI interventions in forex markets increased to
prevent excessive volatility.

Rising crude oil prices and capital outflows
have intensified pressure on the rupee.
Concerns emerged regarding “artificial
stabilisation” of the currency through
sustained intervention.

Key Points

India follows a Managed Float Exchange Rate
System.
Rupee depreciation increases:
o |Import costs,
o Imported inflation,
o External debt burden.
Higher crude oil prices worsen:
o Trade deficit,
o Current Account Deficit.
Capital outflows occur due to:
o Better investment opportunities abroad,
o Global risk aversion,
o Stronger returns in East Asian economies.

RBI tools for forex management:

o Forex reserve intervention,

o Forward market operations,

o Liquidity management measures.
Forex reserves help:

o Stabilize currency markets,

o Maintain investor confidence,

o Finance imports.

Static Linkages

Balance of Payments (BoP)

Current Account Deficit (CAD)

Capital Account Flows

Managed Floating Exchange Rate

Foreign Exchange Reserves

Imported Inflation

Purchasing Power Parity

FEMA, 1999

Role of RBI in exchange rate management
Trade deficit and energy imports

Critical Analysis
Advantages of Currency Depreciation

Improves export competitiveness.
Encourages domestic production.
Supports remittance inflows.

Challenges

Imported inflation rises.

Petroleum import bill increases.

Fiscal pressure through subsidies may rise.
External debt servicing becomes costly.
Investor confidence may weaken during
volatility.

Concerns with Excessive RBI Intervention

Delays market-based adjustment.

Can deplete forex reserves.

Creates artificial currency valuation.

May distort external sector competitiveness.

Way Forward

Allow gradual market-driven exchange rate
adjustment.

Enhance export competitiveness.

Diversify export basket and markets.
Reduce crude oil import dependence.
Promote renewable energy transition.
Attract stable long-term FDI.

Strengthen manufacturing under Make in India.
Maintain adequate forex reserves.

Improve ease of doing business and logistics
efficiency.



On Saranda forests,
Jharkhand must heed SC

NNOVEMBER last year, the Supreme Court asked the JThark-
hand government to notify 314 sq km ofthe Saranda forests
inthestate’s West Singhbhumdistrict as a wildlife .
The order came after the apex court had pulled up the state
government on at least two occasions for failing to comply with
its directives on checkingillegal mininginthe biodiverse forests.
However, after assuring the Court of compliance, the Hemant
Soren government hasdilly-dallied over protectingone of Asia’s
largest sal forest ecosystems, It has missed the February deadline
for declaring the Saranda forests awildlife sanctuary and instead
filed two review petitions before the SC— the last onApril 30, The
state government's argument — according protected areastatus
tothe forests would curtailthe rightsof indigenous people — flies
inthe face ofthe SC’s clarifications. The Court has repeatedly said
that individual and community rights under the Forest Rights
Act will remain protected and traditional livelihoods will not be
displaced by conservation efforts.

The Saranda forests are amongthe country’s most important
elephant corridors. Mining operations have, over the past two
decades, altered the ecosystem's integrity. They have dismpted
the migratory routes of elephants and forced them to move
through human settlements and fields, leading to increased
human-animal conflict across Jharkhand and neighbouring
Odisha and West Bengal. A study published last vear in Ecology
aitd Evolution reported that rampaging elephants had killed more
than 1,300 people in Jharkhand between 2000 and 2023. Defor-
estation also weakens watershed systems, accelerates soll erosion,
hampers local climate resilience, and affects agriculture and
people’s livelihoods. The Jharkhand government is, therefore,
ill-advised in framing conservation as a choice between forests
and indigenous communities. It should see the protection ofthe
sal forests asa matter of long-term ecological security.

Jharkhand’s prevarication reflects a deeperand troubling pat-
tern —a widening chasm between judicial directives and execu-
tive action on environmental matters, Whetherin the inadequate
response to Delhi's deteriorating air quality, the bypassing of
Court orders aimed at protecting the fragile Himalayan ecology,
or dilution of safeguards within coastal zones, the executive has
too often failed tomatch the judiciary’s interventions with mean-
ingful enforcement. Public faith in environmental governance
isundermined when governments offer assurances before courts
and then delay or dilute implementation. The Jharkhand gov-
ermnment should course correct and listen tothe SC.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

e Supreme Court directed Jharkhand
government to declare around 80,000
hectares of Saranda forest (West Singhbhum
district) as a Wildlife Sanctuary.

e Jharkhand government failed to meet the
deadline and filed review petitions.

e State argued sanctuary status may affect tribal
rights and livelihoods.

e Supreme Court clarified that rights under
Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006 will remain
protected.

e |ssue linked to illegal mining, forest
degradation, and rising human-elephant
conflict.

Key Points
e Sarandais one of Asia’s largest sal forest
regions.
* Important elephant corridor connecting
Jharkhand, Odisha, and West Bengal.
* Mining activities have fragmented habitats and
disturbed migration routes.
¢ Increased human-elephant conflict in eastern
India.
* Forest degradation impacts:
o Biodiversity,
o Watersheds,

o Soil fertility,

o Local climate resilience.
e Highlights conflict between:

o Conservation,

o Mining-led development,

o Tribal rights.

Static Linkages
e Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.
e Forest Rights Act, 2006.
e Article 48A - Protection of environment.
e Article 51A(g) - Fundamental duty for
environmental protection.
e Fifth Schedule areas and tribal protection.
e Sustainable Development Principle.
e Precautionary Principle.
e Public Trust Doctrine.
* Project Elephant (1992).

Critical Analysis
Importance of Sanctuary Status
e Protects biodiversity-rich sal forests.
e Conserves elephant corridors.
e Reduces ecological degradation.
* Improves climate resilience.
Challenges
e Fear of restrictions on tribal livelihoods.
* Mining pressure and economic interests.
e Weak implementation of environmental laws.
e Conflict between conservation and
development.
Governance Concerns
e Delay in implementing Supreme Court
directives.
e Weak enforcement of environmental
safeguards.
* Increasing executive-judiciary gap in
environmental governance.

Way Forward

e Time-bound declaration of sanctuary.

e Ensure FRA rights remain protected.

¢ Community-led conservation through Gram
Sabhas.

* Scientific management of elephant corridors.

e Regulate illegal mining strictly.

e Strengthen compensation for human-wildlife
conflict.

e Promote sustainable development approach.
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