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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The Supreme Court expressed reservations
over its earlier judgment denying bail to Umar
Khalid and Sharjeel Imam in the Delhi riots
conspiracy case under UAPA.
The Court observed that prolonged
incarceration without completion of trial
violates Article 21.
The observations came while granting bail to a
Jammu & Kashmir accused imprisoned for
nearly five years under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.
Supreme Court reiterated that “Bail is the rule,
jail is the exception” even in UAPA cases.

Key Points
Section 43-D(5) of UAPA restricts bail if
allegations appear “prima facie true”.
Supreme Court held:

Article 21 overrides statutory restrictions if
incarceration becomes excessive.
Speedy trial is a fundamental right.
Long undertrial detention cannot become
punitive detention.
Constitutional courts can grant bail despite
UAPA restrictions.

Court reaffirmed principles laid down in the
K.A. Najeeb Judgment case.
Judgment strengthens judicial scrutiny over
anti-terror laws.

Static Linkages
Article 21 – Right to life and personal liberty.
Article 22 – Protection against arbitrary arrest
and detention.
Presumption of innocence is a basic principle
of criminal jurisprudence.
Speedy trial recognised in Hussainara Khatoon
case.
Maneka Gandhi case expanded scope of
personal liberty under Article 21.

Rule of law and judicial review are part of the
basic structure doctrine.
Preventive detention and national security
laws require constitutional safeguards.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Protects civil liberties against misuse of
stringent laws.
Reaffirms constitutional supremacy over
statutory provisions.
Strengthens right to speedy trial.
Prevents indefinite detention of undertrials.

Concerns
Security agencies fear weakening of anti-terror
framework.
Delay in investigation and trial remains a major
issue.
Broad provisions of UAPA may enable misuse.
Balancing national security and liberty remains
challenging.

Way Forward
Ensure time-bound trials in UAPA cases.
Reform Section 43-D(5) to prevent excessive
detention.
Increase capacity of special courts.
Strengthen safeguards against arbitrary
arrests.
Maintain balance between national security
and fundamental rights.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

India and Norway upgraded bilateral ties to a
Green Strategic Partnership.
Discussions held between PM Narendra Modi
and Norwegian PM Jonas Gahr Støre.
Focus areas:

Renewable energy
Green shipping
Blue economy
Arctic cooperation
Technology and innovation
Energy security

India highlighted implementation of the India–
EFTA Trade and Economic Partnership
Agreement (TEPA).
Both nations supported:

Rules-based international order
Diplomacy over military conflict
Peaceful resolution of Ukraine and West
Asia conflicts.

Key Points
India–EFTA TEPA

Signed between India and EFTA countries:
Norway
Switzerland
Iceland
Liechtenstein

Expected outcomes:
$100 billion investment
Around 1 million jobs in India.

Importance:
Market access

Technology transfer
Investment inflows.

Green Strategic Partnership
Focus areas include:

Green hydrogen
Offshore wind energy
Maritime decarbonisation
Sustainable ocean economy
Climate cooperation
Clean technology partnerships.

Geopolitical Importance
Reflects India’s policy of:

Strategic autonomy
Multi-alignment.

Europe sees India as a key democratic and
economic partner amid:

Russia–Ukraine conflict
Global supply-chain disruptions
Rising protectionism.

Arctic Cooperation
Norway is a major Arctic nation.
India’s Arctic interests:

Himadri Research Station (Svalbard)
Arctic Policy 2022.

Relevance:
Climate change research
Shipping routes
Resource governance.

Blue Economy
Includes:

Fisheries
Marine trade
Offshore energy
Coastal infrastructure
Sustainable ocean resource use.

Static Points 
Article 51 of DPSP:

Promotion of international peace and
security.
Respect for international law.
Peaceful settlement of disputes.

EFTA:
Established in 1960.
Intergovernmental trade organization.

Norway:
Not a member of European Union.
Member of European Economic Area (EEA).

India’s Net Zero target:
By 2070.

National Green Hydrogen Mission:
Aims to make India a global hub for green
hydrogen.

Sagarmala Programme:
Port-led development initiative.
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Critical Analysis
Advantages

Strengthens India–Europe strategic ties.
Supports India’s clean-energy transition.
Increases foreign investment and employment.
Enhances maritime and Arctic cooperation.
Diversifies energy partnerships.

Challenges
Differences over Russia–Ukraine conflict.
High cost of green technologies.
Global protectionism may affect trade flows.
Implementation challenges in TEPA
commitments.
Geopolitical instability affecting energy and
shipping routes.

Way Forward
Fast-track TEPA implementation.
Increase joint investments in green
technologies.
Expand Arctic scientific cooperation.
Strengthen maritime sustainability initiatives.
Build resilient supply chains and energy
partnerships.
Promote technology transfer and skill
development.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Union Ministry of Home Affairs amended
Citizenship Rules under the Citizenship
Amendment Act, 2019.
Applicants under CAA must now file an
affidavit declaring whether they possess a
valid/expired passport of Pakistan,
Afghanistan, or Bangladesh.
If passport exists:

Passport details must be disclosed.
Passport must be surrendered within 15
days after grant of citizenship.

Amendment gains importance due to large
Matua population in West Bengal seeking
citizenship benefits.
Many applicants reportedly lack documentary
proof required under CAA Rules notified in
March 2024.

Key Provisions of CAA
Applicable to:

Hindus
Sikhs
Buddhists
Jains
Parsis
Christians

Migrants from:
Pakistan
Afghanistan
Bangladesh

Eligibility:
Entered India before December 31, 2014.

Naturalisation period reduced:
From 11 years to 5 years.

CAA Rules allow:
Religious certificates from local
priests/community institutions.

Exemptions:
Sixth Schedule areas.
Inner Line Permit (ILP) areas.

Important Constitutional & Legal Points
Articles 5–11 deal with citizenship.
Article 11 empowers Parliament to regulate
citizenship.
Citizenship Act, 1955 governs acquisition and
termination of citizenship.
Article 14:

Equality before law applies to both citizens
and non-citizens.

India follows:
Single citizenship.

Assam Accord (1985):
Cut-off date for illegal migrants in Assam:
March 24, 1971.

Related laws:
Foreigners Act, 1946.
Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Provides fast-track citizenship to persecuted
minorities.
Addresses long-pending refugee concerns.
Introduces documentary clarity through
affidavit mechanism.

Concerns
Excludes persecuted Muslim sects.
Criticism regarding Article 14 and secularism.
Documentation challenges for poor migrants.
Concerns in North-East regarding demographic
changes.
Fear of linkage with NRC process.

Way Forward
Ensure transparent and non-discriminatory
implementation.
Simplify documentation for vulnerable
migrants.
Strengthen constitutional safeguards.
Develop a comprehensive refugee law.
Balance humanitarian concerns with national
security.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Debate over age-relaxation provisions for
women researchers in research grants and
fellowships.
Women researchers face career disruptions
due to caregiving responsibilities, maternity,
and unequal domestic workload.
Concern that existing measures are insufficient
for ensuring substantive equality in academia
and research institutions.

Key Points
Article 15(3): State can make special provisions
for women and children.
Article 16: Equality of opportunity in public
employment with scope for corrective
measures.
Article 51A(e): Duty to renounce practices
derogatory to dignity of women.
Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act, 2017:

26 weeks paid maternity leave.
Crèche facilities mandated for larger
establishments.

Fellowship and contractual researchers often
remain outside full legal protection.
No statutory paternity leave law in India.
AISHE 2021-22:

57% male faculty.
43% female faculty.

Women underrepresented in STEM and senior
academic positions.
SERB reported lower application and success
rates for women researchers.
Supreme Court in Vijay Lakshmi vs Punjab
University And Others upheld substantive
equality approach.

NEP 2020 supports institutional flexibility and
faculty wellbeing.

Static Linkages
Substantive Equality vs Formal Equality.
Fundamental Rights and Affirmative Action.
DPSP related to equal livelihood opportunities.
Gender Budgeting.
Human Capital Development.
Scientific Research & Innovation Ecosystem.
Women Empowerment and Inclusive Governance.
Labour Welfare and Social Security.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Promotes women’s participation in research
ecosystem.
Addresses structural disadvantages due to
caregiving burden.
Constitutionally valid under affirmative action
principles.
Improves diversity in STEM institutions.
Supports long-term scientific capacity building.

Challenges
Age relaxation alone insufficient.
Lack of childcare and reintegration support.
Contractual researchers excluded from
protections.
Weak institutional support after maternity leave.
Absence of statutory paternity leave reinforces
gender imbalance.
Limited women representation in higher academic
leadership.

Constitutional Dimensions
Reflects substantive equality approach.
Linked to dignity and social justice principles.
Balances equality with corrective discrimination.

Way Forward
Introduce re-entry fellowships for women
researchers.
Provide no-cost grant extensions during
caregiving periods.
Institutionalize childcare and crèche facilities.
Extend maternity protections to fellowship
researchers.
Introduce statutory paternity leave.
Flexible research timelines and evaluation
mechanisms.
Improve women representation in research
leadership.
Gender-sensitive reforms in funding agencies.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Indian Defence Minister visited South Korea
(May 19–21, 2026) after the South Korean
President’s India visit in April 2026.
Defence cooperation has expanded from
limited engagement to strategic partnership in:

Defence manufacturing
Technology transfer
Military modernisation

K9 Vajra-T project under “Make in India” is the
flagship India–South Korea defence
collaboration.
Cooperation is now expanding into submarines,
aerospace, shipbuilding, defence electronics,
and innovation ecosystems.

Key Points
South Korea’s expertise:

Conventional submarines
Air-Independent Propulsion (AIP)
Lithium-ion battery systems
Advanced shipbuilding
Aerospace technologies

Important cooperation areas:
Submarines
Fighter aircraft technologies
Naval propulsion systems
Utility helicopters
Defence electronics
Military batteries

Proposed Korea-India Defence Accelerator
(KIND-X):

Startup collaboration
Defence innovation ecosystem
R&D partnerships

Strategic drivers:
China’s naval assertiveness
North Korea’s missile programme
Russia–North Korea military cooperation
Indo-Pacific maritime security

India seeks:
Defence indigenisation
Technology transfer
Diversification of defence partners

South Korea seeks:
Strategic diversification
Defence export markets
Indo-Pacific partnerships

Static Linkages
Act East Policy
SAGAR doctrine
Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI)
Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence
Make in India programme
Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP)
UNCLOS and freedom of navigation
Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs)
Air-Independent Propulsion (AIP) technology
QUAD and Indo-Pacific strategy
SIPRI reports on global arms imports
Strategic autonomy in foreign policy

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Boosts defence indigenisation.
Enhances India’s maritime capability.
Reduces dependence on traditional defence
suppliers.
Strengthens Indo-Pacific strategic balance.
Supports defence manufacturing ecosystem.
Encourages advanced technology transfer.

Challenges
Possible limitations in critical technology transfer.
Procurement and implementation delays.
Strategic pressure from China.
Different strategic priorities of India and South
Korea.
Dependence on imported defence components.
Financial and operational constraints.

Strategic Concerns
China’s growing naval presence in Indo-Pacific.
North Korea’s nuclear and missile threats.
Security of South China Sea trade routes.
Need for resilient supply chains in critical
technologies.

Way Forward
Develop long-term India–South Korea defence
roadmap.
Increase joint R&D and co-production.
Expand naval and maritime cooperation.
Strengthen semiconductor and battery supply
chains.
Promote defence startup partnerships.
Enhance interoperability through joint exercises.
Focus on emerging domains:

Cyber security
AI warfare
Space security
Autonomous systems
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The Union Government recently increased
retail fuel prices after nearly four years due to
rising global crude oil prices.
Public Sector Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs)
were facing heavy under-recoveries because of
high import costs.
Rising crude prices, rupee depreciation, and
inflation highlighted India’s inadequate
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) and weak
gas storage infrastructure.
India’s SPR capacity currently covers only
about 7 days of crude oil consumption.
The issue gains significance amid geopolitical
disruptions such as the Russia-Ukraine conflict
and volatility in West Asia.

Key Points
India imports nearly:

85% of crude oil demand
50% of natural gas demand

India is the:
3rd largest oil consumer
3rd largest oil importer

Existing SPR capacity:
About 5.33 MMT
Roughly 36.7–39 million barrels

SPR facilities located at:
Visakhapatnam
Mangaluru

Padur
Managed by:

Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves
Limited (ISPRL)

IEA recommends:
Minimum 90 days of net import cover

India’s total reserve cover (SPR + commercial
stocks):

Around 70 days
LPG storage:

Around 1.4 lakh tonnes
India lacks underground LNG storage facilities.
China and the U.S. possess significantly larger
petroleum and LNG reserves.

Static Linkages
Energy security is essential for economic
sovereignty.
Rising crude prices increase:

Current Account Deficit (CAD)
Imported inflation
Fiscal burden

Rupee depreciation increases oil import costs.
Strategic reserves act as buffers during global
supply shocks.
Diversification of energy sources reduces
external vulnerability.
Long-term energy contracts enhance supply
stability.
Natural gas is considered a transition fuel for
low-carbon growth.
Geopolitical conflicts directly affect energy
markets and inflation.

Critical Analysis
Significance of SPR

Protects against:
Supply disruptions
War-related shocks
Sudden crude price spikes

Helps stabilize:
Inflation
Domestic fuel prices
Economic growth

Enhances strategic autonomy in foreign policy.
Allows crude purchase during periods of low
prices.

Challenges
India’s SPR capacity remains inadequate
compared to consumption needs.
Heavy dependence on imported crude
continues.
Absence of underground LNG storage
increases vulnerability.
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SPR expansion requires:
High capital investment
Advanced infrastructure

Limited fiscal space constrains rapid
expansion.

Concerns
High fuel prices increase:

Transportation costs
Food inflation
Fertilizer subsidy burden

OMC losses affect public finances.
Global geopolitical instability creates long-
term energy insecurity.

Way Forward
Expand Phase-II SPR projects rapidly.
Develop underground LNG storage
infrastructure.
Diversify crude oil import sources.
Increase investment in:

Renewable energy
Green hydrogen
Biofuels

Promote electric mobility and public transport.
Strengthen domestic hydrocarbon exploration.
Build long-term strategic energy partnerships.
Improve energy efficiency across sectors.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Severe pre-monsoon thunderstorms, dust
storms, lightning, heavy rainfall and
thundersqualls struck multiple districts of
Uttar Pradesh in May 2026.
Around 111 deaths and 72 injuries were
reported across 26 districts.
IMD issued thunderstorm and lightning alerts
before the event.
Uttar Pradesh government disseminated
warnings through the SACHET portal.
Despite warnings, large-scale casualties
highlighted gaps in:

Last-mile warning systems
Rural infrastructure resilience
Disaster preparedness

Key Points 
Storms were caused by:

Pre-monsoon convective activity
Western Disturbance over northwest India
Interaction of:

Hot dry “loo” winds
Moisture-laden Bay of Bengal winds

Vulnerable regions:
Mirzapur
Sonbhadra
Vindhyan hill region

Major causes of deaths:
Lightning
Roof collapse
Falling trees
Electrocution

India Meteorological Department (IMD):
Provides Impact-Based Forecasting (IBF)
Uses Doppler Weather Radar
Issues nowcast warnings

SACHET:
Integrated alert dissemination platform for
disaster warnings.

India increasingly faces:
Extreme weather events
Climate-induced disaster risks

Static Points
Western Disturbances:

Extra-tropical storms originating near the
Mediterranean region.

“Loo”:
Hot and dry local summer wind over
northern India.

Thunderstorms form due to:
Convection
Moisture instability
Rapid uplift of warm air

Lightning occurs due to:
Charge separation inside cumulonimbus
clouds.

Disaster Management Act, 2005:
Establishes NDMA, SDMA and district
disaster authorities.

Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction
(2015–2030):

Focuses on preparedness, resilience and
early warning systems.

NDMA guidelines:
Lightning safety
Urban flooding
Heatwave management

Critical Analysis
Issues

Lack of hyper-local forecasting.
Weak last-mile delivery of warnings.
Poor public awareness regarding lightning
safety.
Vulnerable rural housing and infrastructure.
Inadequate regulation of unsafe hoardings and
electrical systems.
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Significance
Highlights increasing climate variability in
India.
Shows need for disaster-resilient
infrastructure.
Demonstrates importance of community-
based disaster management.
Underlines role of technology in disaster
mitigation.

Way Forward
Strengthen hyper-local weather forecasting.
Expand Doppler Weather Radar coverage.
Improve actionable warnings instead of generic
alerts.
Conduct community awareness and lightning
safety campaigns.
Promote disaster-resilient rural housing.
Integrate disaster preparedness into local
governance plans.
Improve coordination between IMD, NDMA and
State agencies.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Debate on Centre–State relations has
intensified over:

Delimitation after 2026.
Fiscal devolution among States.
Increasing centralisation by the Union
government.

Southern States fear reduction in Lok Sabha
representation due to successful population
control.
Concerns raised regarding rising imbalance
between:

Political representation.
Fiscal contribution and redistribution.

Article highlights growing shift from
“cooperative federalism” to “combative
federalism”.

Key Points
Democratic Deficit

Lok Sabha seat allocation frozen based on 1971
Census.
Freeze extended till first Census after 2026.
Southern States may lose parliamentary seats
after delimitation.
Hindi heartland States likely to gain
representation due to higher population
growth.

Fiscal Federalism
Finance Commission transfers increasingly
favour poorer States.
Developed States contribute more taxes than
they receive.

Debate over “rewarding inefficiency” vs
“ensuring equity”.
Southern and Western States seek
performance-based devolution.

Divergent State Performance
Southern/Western States:

Lower fertility rates.
Higher economic growth.
Better human development indicators.

Hindi heartland:
Higher fertility.
Lower per capita income.
Greater dependence on Union transfers.

Cooperative Federalism Concerns
Increasing unilateral policymaking by Centre
criticised.
Need for wider consultation with States.
GST Council cited as successful federal
consensus model.

Static Linkages
“Union of States” concept.
Federal system with unitary bias.
Seventh Schedule:

Union List
State List
Concurrent List

Article 246 – Legislative relations.
Article 280 – Finance Commission.
Article 263 – Inter-State Council.
Article 356 – President’s Rule.
Article 279A – GST Council.
Delimitation Commission.
Basic Structure Doctrine.
Sarkaria Commission recommendations.
Punchhi Commission recommendations.
Fiscal federalism.
Cooperative federalism.
Demographic transition theory.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Fiscal redistribution promotes balanced
regional development.
Supports poorer States in welfare delivery.
Cooperative federalism strengthens national
integration.
GST Council demonstrates consensus-based
governance.

Concerns
Developed States perceive fiscal injustice.
Population-control-performing States may lose
political influence.
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Excessive centralisation weakens State
autonomy.
Growing regional grievances may affect
national unity.
Trust deficit between Centre and States
increasing.

Constitutional Dimension
Federalism is part of Basic Structure.
Balance needed between:

Equity,
Representation,
National integration.

Way Forward
Adopt balanced delimitation formula
considering:

Population,
Demographic performance,
Development indicators.

Strengthen Inter-State Council.
Increase transparency in Finance Commission
criteria.
Promote performance-linked incentives.
Institutionalise regular Centre–State
consultations.
Strengthen cooperative federalism
mechanisms.
Ensure fiscal autonomy of States.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Allegations of paper leak and irregularities in
NEET-UG have raised concerns over
transparency and credibility of national-level
examinations.
Around 22 lakh aspirants were affected,
reviving debate over the effectiveness of
centralized medical entrance examinations.
Questions have emerged regarding the
functioning of the National Testing Agency
(NTA), coaching industry influence, and
commercialization of medical education.

Key Points
NEET was introduced in 2013 to:

Ensure uniform standards in medical
admissions.
Reduce multiple entrance examinations.
Curb corruption and capitation fees.
Promote merit-based selection.

Major issues highlighted:
Repeated paper leaks undermine
institutional credibility.
Coaching-centre dominance increases
inequality.
Mental stress and student suicides linked to
high-pressure exam ecosystem.
Private medical colleges continue indirect
capitation practices.
Rural healthcare system continues to face
shortage of doctors.

Concerns regarding NTA:
Weak examination security mechanisms.
Lack of accountability in conduct of exams.
Need for transparent investigation and
reforms.

Static Linkages
Education in Concurrent List.

Right to Equality in public examinations.
Directive Principles related to public health.
Doctor-population ratio and healthcare
accessibility.
Commercialization of education.
Transparency and accountability in
governance.
Cybersecurity in digital examination systems.
Ethical issues in public administration.
Mental health concerns among youth.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Single-window medical admission system.
Reduced multiplicity of entrance exams.
Greater uniformity in eligibility assessment.

Challenges
Repeated leaks reduce trust in meritocracy.
Coaching industry creates socio-economic
inequality.
Commercialization of medical education
persists.
High exam pressure affects mental health.
Weak regulation of private medical colleges.
Poor rural healthcare staffing despite
centralized admissions.

Governance Concerns
Institutional accountability of NTA.
Need for stronger cyber and logistical security.
Questions over fairness and transparency.

Way Forward
Strengthen digital security and encrypted
exam systems.
Create independent examination oversight
mechanism.
Ensure strict punishment for paper leak
networks.
Regulate private medical college fees
effectively.
Expand affordable government medical seats.
Provide mental health support for aspirants.
Improve incentives for rural medical service.
Increase transparency and accountability in
NTA functioning.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The 14th Ministerial Conference (MC14) of the
World Trade Organization highlighted growing
concerns regarding the future of multilateral
trade governance.
Discussions occurred amid increasing
geopolitical tensions between the United
States and China.
The article critiques WTO’s inability to
adequately address development concerns of
developing countries.
Key issues raised include:

Failure of Doha Development Agenda
(DDA),
Chinese manufacturing overcapacity,
Weaponisation of trade and supply chains,
Lack of environmental and ethical
considerations in trade governance.

Key Points
Doha Development Agenda (2001) aimed to
place developing countries at the centre of
global trade negotiations.
China’s WTO entry in 2001 significantly altered
global manufacturing and export patterns.
Cheap Chinese exports have adversely
affected manufacturing sectors in developing
countries.
Increasing use of:

Economic sanctions,
Export controls,
Supply-chain disruptions,

 has made trade a geopolitical tool.
WTO discussions inadequately address:

National security concerns,
Cybersecurity and data misuse,
Environmental sustainability.

Growing demand for reforming WTO to reflect
present geopolitical and developmental realities.

Static Linkages
Multilateralism in global governance.
Most Favoured Nation (MFN) principle.
Special and Differential Treatment (S&DT).
Globalisation and trade liberalisation.
Comparative advantage theory.
Supply-chain resilience and energy security.
Sustainable development.
National security exceptions under GATT.
Environmental ethics and climate justice.

Critical Analysis
Concerns

WTO has failed to resolve long-pending
developmental issues.
Consensus-based decision-making delays
reforms.
Chinese overcapacity distorts global markets.
Developing countries face deindustrialisation
risks.
Trade weaponisation threatens food and energy
security.
Environmental concerns remain peripheral in
trade negotiations.

Significance for India
India supports a rule-based multilateral trading
system.
Protection of policy space for agriculture and
MSMEs remains crucial.
India advocates Special and Differential
Treatment for developing countries.
Supply-chain diversification creates opportunities
for India under “China+1” strategy.

Way Forward
Reform WTO dispute settlement mechanism.
Revive development-focused trade negotiations.
Strengthen protection for vulnerable developing
economies.
Integrate sustainability into trade frameworks.
Promote resilient and diversified supply chains.
Enhance representation of Global South in trade
governance.
Balance free trade with strategic and national
security concerns.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Indian Rupee has depreciated against the US
Dollar despite:

Stable GDP growth,
Moderate inflation,
Manageable Current Account Deficit (CAD).

RBI interventions in forex markets increased to
prevent excessive volatility.
Rising crude oil prices and capital outflows
have intensified pressure on the rupee.
Concerns emerged regarding “artificial
stabilisation” of the currency through
sustained intervention.

Key Points
India follows a Managed Float Exchange Rate
System.
Rupee depreciation increases:

Import costs,
Imported inflation,
External debt burden.

Higher crude oil prices worsen:
Trade deficit,
Current Account Deficit.

Capital outflows occur due to:
Better investment opportunities abroad,
Global risk aversion,
Stronger returns in East Asian economies.

RBI tools for forex management:
Forex reserve intervention,
Forward market operations,
Liquidity management measures.

Forex reserves help:
Stabilize currency markets,
Maintain investor confidence,
Finance imports.

Static Linkages
Balance of Payments (BoP)
Current Account Deficit (CAD)
Capital Account Flows
Managed Floating Exchange Rate
Foreign Exchange Reserves
Imported Inflation
Purchasing Power Parity
FEMA, 1999
Role of RBI in exchange rate management
Trade deficit and energy imports

Critical Analysis
Advantages of Currency Depreciation

Improves export competitiveness.
Encourages domestic production.
Supports remittance inflows.

Challenges
Imported inflation rises.
Petroleum import bill increases.
Fiscal pressure through subsidies may rise.
External debt servicing becomes costly.
Investor confidence may weaken during
volatility.

Concerns with Excessive RBI Intervention
Delays market-based adjustment.
Can deplete forex reserves.
Creates artificial currency valuation.
May distort external sector competitiveness.

Way Forward
Allow gradual market-driven exchange rate
adjustment.
Enhance export competitiveness.
Diversify export basket and markets.
Reduce crude oil import dependence.
Promote renewable energy transition.
Attract stable long-term FDI.
Strengthen manufacturing under Make in India.
Maintain adequate forex reserves.
Improve ease of doing business and logistics
efficiency.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Supreme Court directed Jharkhand
government to declare around 80,000
hectares of Saranda forest (West Singhbhum
district) as a Wildlife Sanctuary.
Jharkhand government failed to meet the
deadline and filed review petitions.
State argued sanctuary status may affect tribal
rights and livelihoods.
Supreme Court clarified that rights under
Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006 will remain
protected.
Issue linked to illegal mining, forest
degradation, and rising human-elephant
conflict.

Key Points
Saranda is one of Asia’s largest sal forest
regions.
Important elephant corridor connecting
Jharkhand, Odisha, and West Bengal.
Mining activities have fragmented habitats and
disturbed migration routes.
Increased human-elephant conflict in eastern
India.
Forest degradation impacts:

Biodiversity,
Watersheds,

Soil fertility,
Local climate resilience.

Highlights conflict between:
Conservation,
Mining-led development,
Tribal rights.

Static Linkages
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.
Forest Rights Act, 2006.
Article 48A – Protection of environment.
Article 51A(g) – Fundamental duty for
environmental protection.
Fifth Schedule areas and tribal protection.
Sustainable Development Principle.
Precautionary Principle.
Public Trust Doctrine.
Project Elephant (1992).

Critical Analysis
Importance of Sanctuary Status

Protects biodiversity-rich sal forests.
Conserves elephant corridors.
Reduces ecological degradation.
Improves climate resilience.

Challenges
Fear of restrictions on tribal livelihoods.
Mining pressure and economic interests.
Weak implementation of environmental laws.
Conflict between conservation and
development.

Governance Concerns
Delay in implementing Supreme Court
directives.
Weak enforcement of environmental
safeguards.
Increasing executive-judiciary gap in
environmental governance.

Way Forward
Time-bound declaration of sanctuary.
Ensure FRA rights remain protected.
Community-led conservation through Gram
Sabhas.
Scientific management of elephant corridors.
Regulate illegal mining strictly.
Strengthen compensation for human-wildlife
conflict.
Promote sustainable development approach.
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