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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

President promulgated the Supreme Court
(Number of Judges) Amendment Ordinance,
2026 under Article 123.
Strength of Supreme Court judges increased
from 33 to 37 (excluding CJI).
Total sanctioned strength becomes 38
including the Chief Justice of India.
Decision taken due to rising pendency of cases
in the Supreme Court.
Present backlog exceeds 93,000 cases.
Last increase in strength was made in 2019.

Key Points
Ordinance amended Section 2 of the Supreme
Court (Number of Judges) Act, 1956.
Ordinance has force of law but requires
parliamentary approval after reassembly.
Supreme Court currently has judicial vacancies
and upcoming retirements in 2026.
Article 124 originally provided for:

CJI + maximum 7 judges.
Evolution of Supreme Court strength:

1956 → 10 judges
1960 → 13 judges
Later → 17 judges
1986 → 25 judges
2009 → 30 judges
2019 → 33 judges
2026 → 37 judges

Aim:
Reduce pendency
Improve justice delivery
Strengthen constitutional adjudication
capacity

Static Linkages
Article 124 → Establishment and composition of
Supreme Court.
Article 123 → Ordinance-making power of
President.
Ordinance valid only when Parliament is not in
session.

Ordinance ceases after six weeks from
reassembly of Parliament if not approved.
Independence of judiciary is part of Basic
Structure doctrine.
Speedy justice linked with Article 21.
Parliament determines Supreme Court judge
strength by law.

Critical Analysis
Significance

May help reduce case pendency.
Improves disposal capacity of Supreme Court.
Enables more Constitution Benches and
specialised hearings.
Strengthens access to justice.

Challenges
Increase in judges alone may not solve
pendency.
Delay in judicial appointments persists.
Infrastructure and staff shortages remain.
Large pendency mainly exists in lower
judiciary.

Constitutional Concerns
Frequent use of ordinance route may bypass
parliamentary debate.
Need balance between executive urgency and
legislative scrutiny.

Way Forward
Fill vacancies quickly.
Strengthen subordinate judiciary.
Improve court infrastructure and digitisation.
Promote ADR mechanisms.
Ensure judicial reforms in procedure and case
management.
Increase judge-to-population ratio.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

PM Narendra Modi visited Norway — first
bilateral visit by an Indian PM in 43 years.
India participated in the 3rd Nordic-India
Summit with:

Norway
Sweden
Finland
Denmark
Iceland

India and Norway discussed:
Energy security
LNG supplies
Digital infrastructure
Space cooperation
Green technology

India and Netherlands upgraded ties to a
Strategic Partnership.
17 MoUs signed in:

Renewable energy
Water management
Critical minerals
Semiconductors

Semiconductor collaboration announced
between TATA Electronics and ASML.

Key Points 
Nordic countries are leaders in:

Green energy
Clean technologies
Maritime economy
Digital governance

Norway is a major exporter of:
Oil

Natural gas
LNG

India seeks diversification of energy imports amid
uncertainty over Russian oil supplies.
India’s trade with Nordic countries is around $19
billion.
More than 700 Nordic companies operate in
India.
ASML is critical for advanced semiconductor
lithography technology.
India aims to become part of resilient global
semiconductor supply chains.
Discussions also covered:

Russia–Ukraine war
Gaza conflict
Climate change
Supply-chain resilience

Static Linkages
Strategic autonomy is a core principle of India’s
foreign policy.
Energy security is linked to economic growth and
national security.
Critical minerals are essential for EVs,
semiconductors and renewable energy.
Semiconductor manufacturing is strategically
important for technological sovereignty.
India’s Arctic Policy (2022) focuses on sustainable
development and scientific cooperation.
Blue Economy promotes sustainable use of ocean
resources.
Sovereign wealth funds invest surplus revenues
for long-term returns.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens India-Europe strategic engagement.
Enhances energy diversification.
Boosts semiconductor ecosystem in India.
Encourages green technology collaboration.
Increases investment opportunities from Nordic
pension funds.

Challenges
India remains dependent on imported energy.
Semiconductor manufacturing requires high
capital and advanced technology.
Geopolitical conflicts can disrupt energy and
supply chains.
Trade barriers continue in India-EU negotiations.

Way Forward
Accelerate India-EU FTA negotiations.
Expand cooperation in green hydrogen and
offshore wind.
Develop domestic semiconductor ecosystem.
Secure long-term critical mineral supply chains.
Promote technology partnerships with Nordic
countries.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

India received the Chola-era Anaimangalam
copper plates from the Netherlands after
nearly 200 years.
The artefacts were housed at Leiden University
and are popularly known as the Leiden Copper
Plates.
The handover took place at The Hague during
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit.
Historians consider it a major step in the
repatriation of India’s cultural heritage.

Key Points
About the Copper Plates

Belong to the Chola period.
Consist of:

21 large plates
3 small plates

Written in:
Tamil
Sanskrit

Rulers Associated
Raja Raja Chola I
Rajendra Chola I
Kulottunga Chola I

Main Content of Inscriptions
Record land and paddy grants to the:

Chulamanivarma Vihara at Nagapattinam.
Vihara linked with:

Srivijaya kingdom (Java/Southeast Asia).
Historical Importance

Shows:
Chola maritime relations
Trade and diplomatic links with Southeast
Asia
Religious tolerance of Cholas
Advanced revenue administration

Chola Symbols on Plates
Tiger → Chola emblem
Fish → Pandya emblem
Bow → Chera emblem

Static Linkages
Chola Administration

Strong central administration with local self-
government.
Institutions:

Sabha
Ur
Nagaram

Chola Economy
Agrarian economy with detailed land surveys.
Revenue collected in kind and cash.

Maritime Trade
Nagapattinam was an important port city.
Cholas maintained naval dominance in the
Indian Ocean.

Epigraphy
Copper plate inscriptions are major historical
sources for medieval India.

Heritage Conservation
UNESCO Convention, 1970:

Prevents illegal trafficking of cultural
property.

Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972
regulates antiquities in India.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Restoration of India’s cultural heritage.
Strengthens India’s soft power diplomacy.
Highlights global recognition of Indian
civilisation.
Encourages recovery of other stolen artefacts.

Challenges
Many artefacts remain abroad.
Difficult legal procedures for repatriation.
Illegal antiquities trade continues.
Need for better preservation infrastructure in
India.

Way Forward
Strengthen provenance tracking of artefacts.
Improve museum conservation facilities.
Increase international cooperation for heritage
return.
Digitise ancient inscriptions and records.
Enhance monitoring against smuggling of
antiquities.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Concerns emerged over the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls conducted
before elections in some States, especially
West Bengal.
Allegations were raised regarding large-scale
deletion of voters and possible impact on
electoral outcomes.
Debate centred on neutrality and transparency
of the Election Commission of India.
Issue highlights the importance of free and fair
elections in a parliamentary democracy.

Key Points
Article 324: ECI has powers of
superintendence, direction and control of
elections.
Article 326: Elections based on Universal Adult
Suffrage.
RPA, 1950:

Preparation and revision of electoral rolls.
Allocation of seats.

RPA, 1951:
Conduct of elections.
Election disputes.

Electoral roll revision aims to remove:
Duplicate voters
Dead voters
Shifted electors

Major concerns:
Voter deletions exceeding victory margins
in constituencies.
Lack of transparency in identifying
“ineligible voters”.
Weak grievance redressal mechanisms.
Questions over institutional neutrality.

Static Points
Free and fair elections are part of the Basic
Structure doctrine.
Universal Adult Franchise is a cornerstone of
Indian democracy.
Democracy requires:

Participation
Political competition
Rule of law

Natural justice requires fair hearing before
deprivation of rights.
Independent constitutional bodies are
essential for democratic legitimacy.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Accurate electoral rolls improve electoral
integrity.
Removal of fake voters strengthens
democracy.
Competitive elections ensure accountability.

Concerns
Large deletions may disenfranchise genuine
voters.
Perceived bias reduces public trust in
institutions.
Weak appeal mechanisms affect vulnerable
sections.
Uneven political competition weakens
democratic legitimacy.

Way Forward
Ensure transparent electoral roll revision
process.
Publish detailed voter deletion data.
Strengthen grievance redressal systems.
Provide adequate time for appeals.
Conduct independent audits of electoral rolls.
Enhance institutional neutrality and public
trust.
Use technology with human oversight to avoid
exclusion errors.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

PM Narendra Modi visited Oslo, Norway (May
18–19, 2026) for the 3rd India–Nordic Summit.
India’s engagement with Nordic countries has
expanded from climate cooperation to
strategic, technological and geopolitical
partnership.
The Russia–Ukraine war, NATO expansion and
Arctic competition have increased the
strategic relevance of the Nordic region.
Arctic region is emerging as a major zone for:

Shipping routes
Critical minerals
Energy resources
Strategic military positioning

India is an Observer State in the Arctic Council
since 2013.

Key Points
India’s Arctic Presence

Himadri Research Station — Svalbard, Norway
IndARC underwater observatory
Gruvebadet atmospheric laboratory
India released Arctic Policy (2022):
“India and the Arctic: Building a Partnership for
Sustainable Development.”

Strategic Importance of Arctic
Arctic warming is occurring over 3 times faster
than global average.
Melting ice opening Northern Sea Route (NSR).
Arctic contains:

Rare earth minerals
Oil & gas reserves
Fisheries
Strategic sea lanes

Areas of India–Nordic Cooperation
Green hydrogen
Offshore wind energy
Maritime technology

Sustainable shipping
AI and semiconductors
Critical mineral supply chains
Climate research cooperation

Suggestions Highlighted
Develop Arctic-capable ice-class vessels.
Establish India–Arctic Economic Forum.
Create Arctic–Himalaya Climate Data Corridor.
Appoint Special Envoy for Arctic Affairs.

Static Linkages
Arctic Council established in 1996 through Ottawa
Declaration.
Members of Arctic Council:

Canada
Denmark
Finland
Iceland
Norway
Russia
Sweden
USA

India is an Observer State in Arctic Council.
Northern Sea Route connects Europe and Asia
through Arctic Ocean.
UNCLOS governs maritime rights in Arctic waters.
Arctic ice melting affects global sea levels and
climate systems.
India’s monsoon linked with Arctic climatic
variability.
SAGAR doctrine:
Security and Growth for All in the Region
India’s Net Zero target: 2070.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Enhances India’s role in Arctic governance.
Improves access to critical minerals and energy
resources.
Diversifies maritime trade routes.
Strengthens clean energy partnerships.
Supports resilient supply chains.

Challenges
Arctic militarisation increasing geopolitical
tensions.
Fragile Arctic ecosystem vulnerable to
exploitation.
India lacks Arctic shipping infrastructure.
Balancing Russia-West relations remains difficult.
High technological and financial requirements.

Way Forward
Strengthen Arctic research infrastructure.
Develop indigenous ice-class shipping capability.
Expand India–Nordic clean energy partnerships.
Increase role in Arctic governance mechanisms.
Promote sustainable and rules-based Arctic
development.
Enhance climate cooperation on monsoon-Arctic
linkages.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

India’s merchandise exports increased by
nearly 14% in April 2026 to about $43.6 billion
despite global trade disruptions.
Non-oil exports also grew by around 9%,
indicating broader export resilience.
Several sectors such as:

Engineering goods
Electronics
Pharmaceuticals
Chemicals
 recorded strong export performance.

India expanded exports to new destinations,
reflecting diversification of markets.
However, exports to West Asia declined
sharply due to regional geopolitical tensions.

Key Points
More than 20 export sectors added several
new export destinations.
Handloom exports expanded to many
additional countries.
Services exports now account for nearly 49%
of India’s total exports compared to 39% in
2014.

Gold imports surged by 82%, raising concerns
regarding trade deficit and Current Account
Deficit (CAD).
Export growth exceeded import growth,
showing relative external sector strength.

Important Static Linkages
Exports are part of national income:
GDP=C+I+G+(X−M)GDP = C + I + G + (X-
M)GDP=C+I+G+(X−M)
Current Account of BoP includes:

Goods trade
Services trade
Remittances

Export diversification reduces dependence on
a single market or region.
High logistics costs reduce export
competitiveness.
Services exports are important for foreign
exchange earnings.

Government Initiatives
Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme
PM Gati Shakti
National Logistics Policy
Districts as Export Hubs
Free Trade Agreements (FTAs)

Challenges
Geopolitical instability in West Asia
Rising gold imports
High logistics and manufacturing costs
Dependence on imported intermediate goods
Threat to IT services from Artificial Intelligence

Way Forward
Improve manufacturing competitiveness and
quality.
Reduce logistics and transaction costs.
Diversify export destinations further.
Promote value-added and high-technology
exports.
Strengthen MSME export ecosystem.
Invest in AI and advanced digital skills.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Indian rupee crossed ₹96 per US dollar,
touching a record low amid:

West Asia geopolitical tensions,
rising crude oil prices,
strengthening US dollar,
foreign capital outflows.

Debate emerged over RBI’s earlier policy of
maintaining rupee stability through heavy forex
intervention during 2023–24.
Concerns are rising that rupee may breach
₹100/$ if external pressures continue.

Key Points
RBI follows a managed float exchange rate
system.
RBI intervenes in forex markets to:

reduce excessive volatility,
maintain orderly market conditions.

Balance of Payments (BoP) Trend
2022–23: BoP deficit → rupee weakened
sharply.
2023–24: BoP surplus of about $64 billion → RBI
accumulated reserves.
2024–25: BoP again moved into deficit → rupee
depreciated further.

Forex Reserves
RBI used reserves extensively through dollar
sales.
Forex reserves help:

stabilize currency,
manage external shocks,
control imported inflation.

Impact of Rupee Depreciation

Negative
Costlier imports, especially crude oil.
Imported inflation rises.
External debt servicing becomes expensive.
Investor sentiment may weaken.

Positive
Exports become more competitive.
Higher remittance value in rupee terms.
IT and export-oriented sectors may benefit.

Static Linkages
Managed floating exchange rate system.
Balance of Payments:

Current Account,
Capital Account.

Current Account Deficit (CAD).
Foreign Exchange Reserves.
Imported inflation.
RBI’s role in exchange rate management.
FEMA, 1999.
Trilemma in international economics:

fixed exchange rate,
capital mobility,
independent monetary policy.

Critical Analysis
Benefits of RBI Intervention

Prevents panic in forex markets.
Controls excessive rupee volatility.
Helps contain inflationary pressures.
Maintains macroeconomic stability.

Concerns
Artificial currency stabilization may delay
market correction.
Excessive intervention can reduce forex
reserves.
Long-term structural issues remain unresolved:

oil import dependence,
weak manufacturing exports,
volatile capital flows.

Way Forward
Allow gradual market-based exchange rate
adjustment.
Increase export competitiveness.
Diversify energy sources and reduce oil
dependence.
Attract stable long-term FDI.
Promote rupee trade settlement mechanisms.
Maintain adequate forex reserves.
Strengthen macroeconomic fundamentals.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

U.S. President Donald Trump visited China
amid ongoing U.S.–China strategic rivalry.
China projected the summit as a move towards
“constructive strategic stability” in bilateral
ties.
Discussions focused on:

Taiwan issue
Trade and tariff tensions
Semiconductor and AI competition
Rare earth supply chains
Iran and Strait of Hormuz security

The summit reflected a temporary détente
rather than resolution of structural rivalry.

Key Points
China introduced the idea of “constructive
strategic stability” to replace the U.S. narrative
of “strategic competition”.
Trump described U.S.–China ties as a possible
“G-2” framework.
Taiwan remained the major flashpoint:

China warned against external interference.
U.S. maintained ambiguity on arms sales.

Semiconductor and AI rivalry continues
despite limited easing of restrictions.
China retains strategic leverage through
dominance in rare earth minerals.
For India:

Short-term global stability may benefit
energy markets.
Long-term “G-2” tendencies may reduce
strategic space for middle powers.

Static Linkages
“One China Policy” and Taiwan dispute
originated after the Chinese Civil War (1949).
Rare earth minerals are essential for:

Defence production

EV batteries
Semiconductor industry
Renewable energy technologies

Strait of Hormuz is a critical global oil transit
chokepoint.
India supports a rules-based Indo-Pacific and
multipolar world order.
Strategic autonomy remains a core principle of
Indian foreign policy.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reduced immediate risk of major-power
confrontation.
Temporary stability in:

Energy markets
Global trade
Supply chains

Concerns
Structural rivalry remains unresolved.
Taiwan issue can trigger Indo-Pacific instability.
China’s rare earth dominance creates global
dependency.
“G-2” atmosphere may marginalise countries
like India.

Implications for India
Need to strengthen:

Semiconductor ecosystem
Critical mineral partnerships
Maritime security
Strategic autonomy

Importance of balancing ties with both U.S. and
China.

Way Forward
Accelerate India Semiconductor Mission.
Diversify critical mineral supply chains.
Deepen Indo-Pacific partnerships such as
Quad.
Strengthen domestic manufacturing and
technology capacity.
Continue multi-alignment and strategic
autonomy approach.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Rising global crude oil and fertilizer prices due
to the West Asia crisis have increased
agricultural input costs worldwide.
Despite global inflation and rupee
depreciation, India has maintained low retail
prices of fertilizers and diesel through heavy
subsidies.
The Union Government has also announced
higher MSP for Kharif crops.
Debate has emerged regarding:

Fiscal sustainability of subsidies,
Delay in agricultural reforms,
Environmental impact of input-intensive
farming,
Political economy of welfare policies.

Key Points
Fertilizer Subsidy

Farmers pay highly subsidised prices for
fertilizers:

Urea remains heavily price-controlled.
DAP also receives substantial subsidy
support.

India’s fertilizer subsidy burden has sharply
increased after global price rise.

MSP Support
MSP for Kharif crops has been increased to
protect farmers from inflation and rising costs.
MSP procurement remains concentrated
mainly in wheat and rice.

Fiscal Implications
Rising subsidy expenditure increases pressure on:

Fiscal deficit,
Public borrowing,
Revenue expenditure.

High subsidies may reduce capital expenditure on
infrastructure and agriculture modernization.

Environmental Concerns
Cheap urea promotes excessive fertilizer use.
Consequences:

Soil degradation,
Groundwater depletion,
Nutrient imbalance,
Greenhouse gas emissions.

Reform Debate
Farm law repeal has increased political caution toward
reforms.
Policy debate continues over:

Legal MSP guarantee,
Direct cash transfers,
Rationalisation of subsidies,
Crop diversification.

Static Linkages
Green Revolution caused wheat-rice monoculture in
Punjab and Haryana.
Urea is outside the Nutrient Based Subsidy (NBS)
regime.
MSP is recommended by the Commission for
Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP).
Agriculture is a State subject under the Seventh
Schedule.
Soil Health Card Scheme promotes balanced fertilizer
use.
PM-KISAN provides direct income support to farmers.
Excessive nitrogen fertilizer use releases nitrous oxide,
a greenhouse gas.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Protects farmers from global price shocks.
Ensures food security and production stability.
Supports small and marginal farmers.
Prevents sudden food inflation.

Challenges
Rising subsidy burden affects fiscal stability.
Overuse of urea damages soil and environment.
MSP-centric system promotes monoculture.
Larger farmers capture greater subsidy benefits.
Political resistance delays structural reforms.

Way Forward
Gradual rationalisation of fertilizer subsidies.
Promote crop diversification towards pulses and
millets.
Expand micro-irrigation and sustainable farming.
Increase investment in agricultural R&D.
Improve targeted DBT-based support.
Link agricultural reforms with environmental
sustainability.
Encourage balanced fertilizer usage through awareness
and incentives.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

An investigation revealed that over ₹6 crore
from the National Sports Development Fund
(NSDF) was allegedly used during 2021–2025
for recreational facilities meant for
bureaucrats.
The issue has triggered concerns regarding:

Diversion of public funds
Weak accountability in sports governance
Neglect of grassroots sports infrastructure

The controversy emerged amid declining NSDF
contributions:

₹85.26 crore (2023–24)
₹37.02 crore (2025–26)

Parliamentary committees have earlier
highlighted falling corporate and PSU
confidence in government-administered sports
bodies.

Key Points 
NSDFEstablished: 1998
Ministry: Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports
Purpose:

Support talented sportspersons
Training and coaching
International exposure
Sports infrastructure

TOPS (Target Olympic Podium
Scheme)Financial and technical assistance
to elite athletes.

Supported through NSDF.
Major ConcernsMisallocation of sports funds.
Weak financial oversight.
Declining private/CSR participation.
Poor grassroots infrastructure despite sports
potential.
Sports Infrastructure DeficitLess than 20
Olympic-standard swimming pools in India.
Inadequate:

Hockey astroturfs
Wrestling mats
Indoor complexes
Badminton courts

Static Points
Sports is a State List subject (Entry 33).
Transparency and accountability are essential
principles of good governance.
Khelo India focuses on grassroots talent
identification and sports infrastructure.
National Sports Policy aims at:

Broad-basing sports
Achieving excellence in international events.

2nd ARC emphasized:
Ethical governance
Outcome-based expenditure
Public accountability.

Critical Analysis
Issues

Elite capture of public resources.
Poor monitoring of fund utilisation.
Declining trust of corporates and PSUs.
Grassroots athletes suffer due to inadequate
infrastructure.

Governance Concerns
Lack of transparency in expenditure.
Weak audit mechanisms.
Reduced efficiency in public spending.

Impact
Affects India’s Olympic ambitions.
Weakens athlete development ecosystem.
Discourages CSR participation in sports.

Way Forward
Independent audit of NSDF expenditure.
Public disclosure of fund utilisation.
Greater investment in grassroots infrastructure.
Athlete representation in sports administration.
Technology-based monitoring systems.
Strengthening CSR participation through
transparent governance.

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH


	daily
	news paper analysis
	DATE - 18/05/2026
	SOURCE : THE HINDU & INDIAN EXPRESS
	Context

	Key Points
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Significance
	Challenges
	Constitutional Concerns

	Way Forward
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Significance
	Challenges

	Way Forward
	Context of the News

	Key Points
	Static Linkages
	Chola Administration
	Chola Economy
	Maritime Trade
	Epigraphy
	Heritage Conservation

	Critical Analysis
	Significance
	Challenges

	Way Forward
	Context of the News

	Key Points
	About the Copper Plates
	Rulers Associated
	Main Content of Inscriptions
	Historical Importance
	Chola Symbols on Plates
	Bow → Chera emblem

	Static Points
	Critical Analysis
	Significance
	Concerns

	Way Forward
	Context

	Key Points
	Suggestions Highlighted

	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Significance
	Challenges

	Way Forward
	Context of the News

	Key Points
	India’s Arctic Presence
	Strategic Importance of Arctic
	Areas of India–Nordic Cooperation

	Important Static Linkages
	Government Initiatives
	Challenges
	Way Forward
	Context of the News

	Key Points
	Negative
	Positive

	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Benefits of RBI Intervention
	Concerns

	Way Forward
	Context of the News

	Key Points
	Balance of Payments (BoP) Trend
	Forex Reserves
	Impact of Rupee Depreciation

	Critical Analysis
	Significance
	Concerns
	Implications for India

	Way Forward
	Context

	Key Points
	Static Linkages
	Fiscal Implications
	Environmental Concerns
	Reform Debate

	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Positives
	Challenges

	Way Forward
	Context of the News

	Key Points
	Fertilizer Subsidy
	MSP Support

	Static Points
	Critical Analysis
	Issues
	Governance Concerns
	Impact

	Way Forward
	Context

	Key Points

