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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

United States President Donald Trump met Xi
Jinping in Beijing amid tensions over:

Taiwan issue
Trade war
Semiconductor restrictions
Rare earth exports
Indo-Pacific security

China warned that mishandling Taiwan could
lead to “conflicts and clashes”.
Both countries attempted to stabilise bilateral
relations despite continuing strategic rivalry.

Key Points 
Taiwan remains the biggest flashpoint in U.S.–
China relations.
China opposes U.S. arms sales to Taiwan.
U.S. continues its policy of “strategic
ambiguity” on Taiwan.
Ongoing U.S.–China competition includes:

Trade tariffs
Technology restrictions
Semiconductor export controls
Rare earth supply restrictions

Both sides discussed:
Strait of Hormuz security
Free flow of energy supplies
Indo-Pacific stability

Possible future meetings:
APEC Summit
G20 Summit

Important Static Points
Taiwan Strait is a major global trade route.
Taiwan is crucial in semiconductor
manufacturing.
China follows the “One China Principle”.
U.S. follows “One China Policy” with strategic
ambiguity.
Rare earth minerals are essential for:

Electronics
Defence systems
Renewable energy technologies

Strait of Hormuz connects:
Persian Gulf → Gulf of Oman

Relevance for India
India may benefit from “China+1” supply chain
diversification.
Taiwan crisis can affect global chip supply and
Indian industries.
Indo-Pacific tensions increase importance of:

QUAD
Maritime security
Strategic autonomy

India must balance relations with both U.S. and
China.

Value Addition
Key Terms

Strategic Ambiguity
Indo-Pacific
Tech Decoupling
Supply Chain Resilience
Great Power Competition
Thucydides Trap

Way Forward
Maintain diplomatic engagement between
major powers.
Ensure freedom of navigation in Indo-Pacific.
Diversify semiconductor and rare earth supply
chains.
Strengthen multilateral forums like G20 and
APEC.
India should accelerate:

Semiconductor mission
Critical minerals strategy
Maritime security partnerships
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Fresh violence in Manipur resulted in the killing
of four persons, including three Kuki church
leaders and one Naga villager.
Several people from Kuki and Naga
communities were reportedly abducted/held
hostage by armed groups.
The incident reflects continuing ethnic
tensions in Manipur since 2026.
Negotiations are underway between the State
government, civil society organisations, and
insurgent groups for release of hostages.
The issue highlights challenges of internal
security, ethnic identity politics, and
governance in Northeast India.

Key Points 
Manipur has a complex ethnic composition:

Meiteis dominate valley regions.
Kukis and Nagas inhabit hill districts.

Ethnic conflicts are linked to:
Land rights
Political representation
Tribal identity
Demand for autonomy

Suspension of Operations (SoO):
Ceasefire arrangement between
Government and insurgent groups.

Article 355:
Duty of Union to protect States against
internal disturbance.

AFSPA:
Applied in disturbed areas for maintaining
security.

Northeast insurgency involves:
Ethnic aspirations
Border issues
Illegal arms and narcotics networks
Weak governance in remote areas.

Important Static Areas
Sixth Schedule and tribal administration.
Difference between Sixth Schedule areas and
Autonomous Councils.
Internal security challenges in Northeast India.
Role of civil society in peace-building.
Centre–State relations in law and order.
Human rights vs security debate.
Constitutional provisions:

Article 21
Article 355
Fifth vs Sixth Schedule.

Critical Analysis
Challenges

Weak trust between communities.
Prolonged insurgency and militancy.
Governance deficit in hill districts.
Human rights concerns during security
operations.
Delayed peace-building mechanisms.

Government Concerns
Preventing escalation into wider ethnic conflict.
Maintaining law and order.
Ensuring release of hostages.
Balancing security with democratic rights.

Broader Implications
Threat to national integration.
Impact on development and investment.
Social fragmentation and displacement.
Increased vulnerability of women and children.

Way Forward
Fast-track peace dialogue among communities.
Strengthen intelligence and policing.
Ensure accountability of armed groups.
Promote inclusive governance in hill areas.
Expand development and connectivity in
Northeast.
Community reconciliation and confidence-
building.
Effective implementation of peace accords.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Supreme Court examined the constitutional
validity of the Chief Election Commissioner
and Other Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term
of Office) Act, 2023.
Court raised concerns regarding executive
dominance in the appointment process of the
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and
Election Commissioners (ECs).
Petitioners argued that the 2023 Act diluted
the spirit of the Anoop Baranwal v. Union of
India (2023) judgment.
The Court emphasized that free and fair
elections are part of the Basic Structure of the
Constitution and require an independent
Election Commission of India (ECI).

Key Points
Article 324 provides for the Election
Commission of India.
Article 324(2):

CEC and ECs are appointed by the
President subject to parliamentary law.

2023 Act Selection Committee:
Prime Minister
Leader of Opposition
Union Cabinet Minister nominated by PM

Anoop Baranwal Case (2023):
Supreme Court prescribed interim
committee:

Prime Minister
Leader of Opposition
Chief Justice of India

Supreme Court observations:
Independence of ECI is essential for
democracy.
Election laws occupy a central position
after the Constitution.
Independence must both exist and appear
to exist.

Union Government’s stand:
Parliament has legislative authority under
Article 324(2).
Court cannot compel Parliament to replicate
judicial suggestions in legislation.

Static Linkages
Election Commission: Constitutional Body under
Part XV.
Articles 324–329 deal with elections.
Basic Structure Doctrine:

Kesavananda Bharati Case (1973).
Free and Fair Elections:

Recognized as Basic Structure in multiple
judgments.

Multi-member Election Commission upheld in:
T.N. Seshan v. Union of India (1995).

Removal:
CEC removal similar to Supreme Court judge.
ECs removable on recommendation of CEC.

Law Commission 255th Report:
Recommended collegium-based appointment
system.

Second ARC:
Recommended strengthening independence
of constitutional bodies.

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Executive may dominate appointment process.
Removal of CJI reduces institutional neutrality.
Perception of bias may affect electoral credibility.
Weakens checks and balances.

Government’s Arguments
Parliament empowered under Article 324(2).
Judicial overreach should be avoided.
Presence of LoP ensures some consultation.

Constitutional Significance
Independent ECI essential for:

Democracy
Rule of Law
Federalism
Electoral legitimacy

Way Forward
Introduce independent collegium-based
appointments.
Increase transparency in selection process.
Ensure bipartisan consultation.
Strengthen institutional autonomy of ECI.
Implement Law Commission and ARC
recommendations.
Protect both actual and perceived independence
of ECI.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
The ongoing Iran conflict and increasing U.S.
unilateralism have raised concerns regarding
India’s strategic autonomy, energy security, and
foreign policy balancing.

Context
Israel–U.S. attacks on Iran and subsequent
escalation increased instability in West Asia.
India has major stakes in Iran regarding:

Energy security
Chabahar Port
Connectivity to Central Asia

U.S. pressure on countries regarding:
Russian oil imports
Iran relations
BRICS de-dollarisation

India recently concluded/advanced:
Rafale fighter jet deal with France
India–EU FTA negotiations

Debate emerged regarding the future of India’s
strategic autonomy.

Key Points
Strategic autonomy = India’s ability to maintain
independent foreign policy decisions.
India traditionally balanced relations with:

U.S.
Russia
Iran
Israel
EU
China

U.S. increasingly linking economic relations
with geopolitical alignment.
India dependent on West Asia for crude oil
imports.

Chabahar Port important for:
Access to Afghanistan
Central Asia connectivity
INSTC project

Rafale deal aims at defence diversification.
Concerns:

Limited technology transfer
Dependence on foreign defence systems

India–EU FTA may face resistance from:
Farmers
Manufacturing sector

Europe still strategically dependent on U.S. security
umbrella.

Static Linkages
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)
Panchsheel Principles
Strategic Autonomy
Chabahar Port
International North-South Transport Corridor
(INSTC)
Energy Security
Defence Indigenisation
Make in India
Multipolarity
NATO
BRICS
Global South

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Multi-alignment increases diplomatic flexibility.
Defence diversification reduces overdependence on
one country.
India–EU engagement may improve trade and
technology cooperation.

Challenges
U.S. sanctions pressure affects independent
policymaking.
West Asia instability threatens oil supply and trade
routes.
Foreign defence dependence weakens self-reliance.
Europe may ultimately support U.S. strategic
interests.

Concerns for India
Balancing U.S.–Russia relations
Managing Iran ties under sanctions pressure
Ensuring uninterrupted energy imports
Protecting strategic autonomy in emerging global
blocs

Way Forward
Accelerate defence indigenisation.
Diversify crude oil import sources.
Strengthen strategic petroleum reserves.
Expand Chabahar and INSTC connectivity.
Promote issue-based multi-alignment.
Increase indigenous R&D in defence technology.
Strengthen engagement with Global South
platforms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

India is witnessing a rapid rise in Non-
Communicable Diseases (NCDs) such as:

Diabetes
Cardiovascular diseases
Cancer
Stroke

Preventive healthcare has emerged as a major
public policy concern due to:

Increasing lifestyle-related diseases
High out-of-pocket expenditure
Loss of productivity among working-age
population

Health assessments and recent reports
highlight that individuals in the 30–40 age
group are increasingly vulnerable to metabolic
and cardiovascular disorders.
The issue reinforces the need to shift India’s
healthcare focus:

From curative healthcare → preventive
healthcare.

Key Points
NCDs are the leading cause of death in India.
Major causes:

Sedentary lifestyle
Unhealthy food habits
Tobacco and alcohol use
Stress
Pollution

Large number of cases remain undiagnosed
due to lack of routine screening.
Preventive healthcare includes:

Early diagnosis
Regular health screening
Lifestyle modification
Nutrition awareness
Physical activity

Economic implications:
Reduced workforce productivity
Increased healthcare burden
Pressure on public health systems

Preventive healthcare is essential for:
Demographic dividend
Human capital formation
Sustainable development

Static Linkages
Article 21:

Right to life includes right to health.
Article 47:

Duty of the State to improve public health and
nutrition.

Health:
State Subject under Seventh Schedule.

WHO definition:
Health includes physical, mental and social well-
being.

Epidemiological Transition:
Shift from communicable diseases to lifestyle
diseases with development.

Universal Health Coverage (UHC):
Affordable and accessible healthcare for all.

National Health Policy 2017:
Focus on preventive and promotive healthcare.

SDG 3:
Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being.

Critical Analysis
Significance of Preventive Healthcare

Reduces long-term disease burden.
Lowers healthcare expenditure.
Improves productivity and workforce participation.
Reduces pressure on tertiary healthcare institutions.
Enhances quality of life.

Challenges
Low public awareness.
Inadequate primary healthcare infrastructure.
Urban-rural healthcare disparity.
Poor screening culture.
Shortage of healthcare professionals.
Rising processed food consumption and sedentary
lifestyle.

Government Initiatives
Ayushman Bharat

Health & Wellness Centres
PM-JAY

National Programme for Prevention and Control of
Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Diseases and Stroke
(NPCDCS)
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission
Fit India Movement

Way Forward
Strengthen primary healthcare infrastructure.
Promote routine preventive health screening.
Increase public health expenditure.
Integrate health awareness in school curriculum.
Encourage healthy lifestyle through public campaigns.
Expand digital health ecosystem.
Improve nutrition and fitness awareness.
Strengthen urban planning for active lifestyles.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

India’s CPI-based retail inflation stood at 3.48%
in April, remaining within RBI’s tolerance band.
WPI inflation surged to 8.3%, indicating strong
upstream inflationary pressures.
Fuel and power inflation rose sharply due to
the ongoing West Asia conflict and crude oil
price escalation.
Rising LPG, petrol, diesel, and imported
commodity prices are likely to increase future
retail inflation.
Rupee depreciation and higher gold import
duties indicate external sector stress.

Key Points 
CPI Inflation: Measures retail-level inflation;
RBI’s primary inflation benchmark.
WPI Inflation: Measures producer-level
inflation; reflects input cost pressures.
Large CPI-WPI divergence indicates:

Producers absorbing costs temporarily
Possible future retail inflation surge

Fuel price rise leads to:
Cost-push inflation
Imported inflation
Transport and logistics inflation

Rupee depreciation increases import costs,
especially crude oil imports.
RBI may adopt tighter monetary policy if
inflation persists.
Higher commercial LPG prices affect:

Restaurants
Informal workers
Urban poor

Gold import duty hike aims to:
Reduce non-essential imports
Control Current Account Deficit (CAD)
Support rupee stability

Static Linkages
Inflation Types:

Demand-pull inflation
Cost-push inflation
Core inflation
Imported inflation

Monetary Policy Committee:
Established under RBI Act, 1934 (amended
in 2016)
Inflation target: 4% ± 2%

CPI compiled by:
National Statistical Office (NSO)

WPI compiled by:
Office of Economic Adviser, Ministry of
Commerce

Crude oil imports significantly impact:
CAD
Forex reserves
Inflation

Repo rate is RBI’s primary monetary policy
tool.

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Rising fuel prices may trigger broad-based
inflation.
High WPI indicates future retail inflation risks.
Imported inflation due to rupee depreciation
may worsen macroeconomic stability.
Inflation reduces:

Real income
Household consumption
Savings

RBI faces policy dilemma between:
Controlling inflation
Supporting growth

Government Challenges
Fiscal burden due to fuel subsidies and under-
recoveries
Managing CAD and rupee depreciation
Balancing welfare spending with fiscal
discipline
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Economic Implications
Higher interest rates may:

Reduce investment demand
Slow economic growth
Increase borrowing costs

Way Forward
Diversify crude oil import sources.
Promote renewable energy and ethanol
blending.
Strengthen strategic petroleum reserves.
Improve supply-chain efficiency to reduce
logistics costs.
Maintain calibrated monetary tightening.
Enhance targeted support for vulnerable
households.
Encourage domestic manufacturing to reduce
import dependence.
Rationalize fuel taxation during global shocks.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

India is facing frequent and intense heatwaves
due to climate change, urban heat island
effect, and rising humidity.
NDMA-backed Heat Action Plans (HAPs) are
being implemented across States/cities.
16th Finance Commission reportedly
recommended inclusion of heatwaves as a
notified disaster for dedicated funding.
Existing HAPs mainly focus on:

Water kiosks
Public advisories
Cooling shelters
Emergency response

Debate has emerged on the need for a long-
term “National Cooling Doctrine” ensuring safe
indoor temperatures as a public-health
necessity.

Key Points
Heatwaves increasingly affecting:

Labour productivity
Public health
Urban infrastructure
Energy demand

Major concerns:
Unsafe indoor working conditions
Lack of cooling access for poor households
Weak workplace heat regulations
Uneven implementation of HAPs

India Cooling Action Plan (ICAP), 2019 aims to:
Reduce cooling demand by 20–25% by
2037-38
Promote sustainable cooling technologies
Reduce refrigerant demand

Passive cooling methods:
Reflective roofs
Ventilation systems
Urban green cover
Climate-sensitive building design

India’s cooling challenge differs from Western
countries due to:

High humidity
Large informal workforce
Limited affordability
Grid constraints

Static Linkages
Article 21 → Right to life includes health and
dignified living.
Disaster Management Act, 2005 → Institutional
framework for disaster mitigation.
Urban Heat Island Effect → Higher
temperatures in densely urbanized regions.
Wet-bulb temperature → Indicator of human
survivability under heat stress.
Climate adaptation → Reducing vulnerability to
climate impacts.
Energy efficiency → Reduces emissions and
electricity demand.
Sustainable urban planning includes:

Green spaces
Heat-resilient infrastructure
Ventilation-friendly architecture

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reduces heat-related mortality.
Protects vulnerable workers.
Improves labour productivity.
Strengthens climate resilience.

Challenges
Weak implementation of Heat Action Plans.
High cost of cooling infrastructure.
Increased electricity demand.
Lack of affordable cooling technologies.
Poor urban planning and declining green cover.
Informal workers lack legal protection.

Concerns
Conventional AC use may increase:

Carbon emissions
Power shortages
Refrigerant pollution

Cooling inequality between rich and poor
households.
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Way Forward
Develop a comprehensive National Cooling
Doctrine.
Make workplace heat safety standards
mandatory.
Promote passive cooling infrastructure at
scale.
Expand cool roof programmes in urban slums.
Integrate heat resilience into Smart Cities
Mission and AMRUT.
Strengthen renewable energy-based cooling
systems.
Improve city-level heat-risk mapping.
Ensure climate-sensitive urban planning.
Expand public awareness and early warning
systems.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

India is facing pressure on its external sector
due to:

Rising crude oil prices.
Global geopolitical tensions.
Foreign Portfolio Investor (FPI) outflows.

Current Account Deficit (CAD) may rise to
nearly 2% of GDP.
Global capital flows are increasingly influenced
by geopolitics and strategic interests.
India is considering reforms related to:

FDI liberalisation.
Tax reforms.
Labour reforms.
Trade liberalisation.
Infrastructure push.

Key Points 
External Sector Concerns

Persistent FPI outflows weaken capital inflows.
Rising crude oil imports increase CAD.
Gold imports add pressure on BoP.
Global uncertainty affects emerging economies
disproportionately.

Suggested Reform Measures
Rationalisation of capital gains taxation for
foreign investors.
Expansion of sectors under automatic FDI
route.
Labour code implementation.
Judicial and contract enforcement reforms.
Trade agreements with ASEAN and EU.
Inclusion of petroleum products under GST.
Strengthening corporate bond markets.

Important Economic Terms
Balance of Payments (BoP): Record of all
economic transactions with rest of world.
Current Account Deficit (CAD): Excess of
imports over exports in goods/services.
FPI: Short-term portfolio investment in
stocks/bonds.

FDI: Long-term investment involving ownership
and control.
FCNR Deposits: Foreign Currency Non-Resident
deposits by NRIs.

Static Linkages
India imports nearly 85% of crude oil
requirements.
RBI manages India’s foreign exchange reserves.
Press Note 3 (2020):

Government approval mandatory for
investments from neighbouring countries
sharing land borders with India.

GST Council:
Constitutional body under Article 279A.

Labour Codes:
Aim to simplify labour laws and improve Ease
of Doing Business.

Corporate bond market:
Important for long-term infrastructure
financing.

Global Value Chains (GVCs):
Critical for export-led manufacturing growth.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Large forex reserves provide macroeconomic
stability.
FDI reforms can improve investor confidence.
Labour and judicial reforms improve Ease of
Doing Business.
Trade liberalisation may boost exports.

Concerns
Excessive dependence on foreign capital
increases vulnerability.
Oil price shocks can worsen inflation and CAD.
Trade liberalisation may hurt MSMEs.
Tax concessions may reduce government revenue.

Challenges
Global geopolitical instability.
Rising protectionism globally.
Delays in labour reforms by states.
Weak domestic manufacturing competitiveness.

Way Forward
Diversify energy imports and promote renewable
energy.
Deepen domestic financial markets.
Improve export competitiveness.
Fast-track infrastructure projects.
Strengthen judicial efficiency and contract
enforcement.
Promote labour-intensive manufacturing.
Ensure calibrated trade liberalisation.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Outbreak of Andes strain hantavirus reported
on cruise ship mV Hondius travelling from
South America to Europe.
Multiple passengers developed severe
respiratory illness; deaths reported among
Dutch and German passengers.
South African tests confirmed hantavirus
infection.
WHO advised quarantine, contact tracing, and
strict isolation.
Incident highlighted importance of global
health cooperation and pandemic
preparedness.

Key Points
Hantavirus

Zoonotic viral disease spread mainly through:
Rodent urine
Saliva
Droppings

Symptoms:
Fever
Fatigue
Headache
Respiratory distress

Fatality rate: around 30–50% in severe cases.
Andes Strain

Found mainly in South America.
Only hantavirus strain known for human-to-
human transmission.

Public Health Concerns
Cruise ships are vulnerable due to:

High population density
Shared spaces
International mobility

Highlights risks from emerging zoonotic diseases.
Global Health Governance

WHO coordination important for:
Disease surveillance
Information sharing
Quarantine protocols

Weakening international cooperation can reduce
pandemic preparedness capacity.

India-Relevant Dimensions
Importance of:

Port health infrastructure
Disease surveillance
Pandemic preparedness
One Health approach

Static Linkages
International Health Regulations (2005)
Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897
Disaster Management Act, 2005
One Health Approach
Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP)
National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC)
WHO’s role in global health governance
Zoonotic diseases and biodiversity linkages

Critical Analysis
Positives

Rapid international coordination helped contain
spread.
Genomic sequencing enabled identification of virus
strain.
WHO protocols strengthened response mechanism.

Challenges
Lack of vaccine or specific cure.
High fatality rate.
Weakening global funding for health preparedness.
Difficulty in managing outbreaks in closed settings
like ships.

Concerns
Emerging zoonotic diseases increasing globally.
Globalization accelerates disease transmission.
Need for stronger international cooperation.

Way Forward
Strengthen WHO-led surveillance mechanisms.
Promote One Health framework.
Increase investment in pandemic preparedness.
Improve international disease reporting systems.
Strengthen India’s IDSP and port surveillance
systems.
Enhance genomic sequencing infrastructure.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The Government of India banned sugar exports
till September 30, 2026 through a DGFT
notification.
The decision was taken due to:

Emerging El Niño conditions,
Concerns over weak monsoon,
Fertiliser supply disruptions due to West
Asia tensions,
Need to control food inflation and maintain
adequate domestic sugar stocks.

India had earlier allowed 20 lakh tonnes (LT) of
sugar exports in 2025–26, but the remaining
exports are now prohibited.

Key Points
Estimated sugar production (2025–26): 279 LT.
Total sugar availability including opening stock:
329 LT.
Estimated domestic consumption: 280 LT.
Expected closing stock: 42.5 LT (lowest since
2016–17).

Reasons Behind Export Ban
El Niño may weaken southwest monsoon and
affect future sugarcane production.
Sugarcane is a highly water-intensive crop.
West Asia crisis may disrupt fertiliser supply
through Strait of Hormuz.
Government aims to prevent food inflation and
maintain buffer availability.
Concerns regarding actual physical sugar
stocks held by mills.

Economic Dimensions
Domestic sugar prices currently provide better
returns than exports.
Government prioritised domestic availability
over export earnings.
Policy reflects India’s precautionary food
security approach.

Static Linkages
El Niño:

Periodic warming of central/eastern Pacific
Ocean.
Usually linked with below-normal monsoon
in India.

Sugarcane:
Tropical crop requiring high temperature,
irrigation and fertilisers.

India:
Largest sugar consumer globally.
Among top sugar producers.

Food inflation:
Major component of Consumer Price Index
(CPI).

Strait of Hormuz:
Critical global trade route for crude oil and
fertiliser supplies.

DGFT:
Functions under Ministry of Commerce and
Industry.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Helps maintain domestic sugar availability.
Controls food inflation.
Prevents speculative hoarding.
Ensures food security amid climate
uncertainty.

Concerns
Reduces export revenue.
May affect sugar mill profitability.
Can impact timely payment to farmers.
Frequent export restrictions reduce policy
predictability.

Structural Issues Highlighted
Overdependence on water-intensive crops.
High vulnerability of agriculture to climate
variability.
Dependence on imported fertiliser inputs.
Regional concentration of sugarcane
cultivation in water-stressed areas.

Way Forward
Promote crop diversification in drought-prone
regions.
Increase drip irrigation and micro-irrigation
coverage.
Develop climate-resilient agriculture systems.
Strengthen fertiliser supply chain security.
Improve transparency in sugar stock reporting.
Adopt stable and predictable export policies.
Expand ethanol blending programme for better
sugar management.
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