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Centre doubles the import
duty on gold, silver; move
is criticised as retrograde

TALA. Sharsd
NEW DELH|

The Centre has doubled
ihe effective tax pald on
b import of and sil-
wer 1o 5 il of 18 4% from
the previous 9.2%.

The changes, wisch
came o effect on Wed-
nesbay,  were  made
throgh fwo separste not
fications iisued Lile on

[ b0 souarces in
the governmeend, the decl-
sion was taken againat the
hackdrop of the impect of
the West Asia crisis on In-
dlia’s current sooount defi-
it (CAD. The CAD s the
margin by which a coun-
wys ol imports of
goods, services, and iransf-
% eRenid (18 eapans.

Threver, industry
players and expens sald
this  “retrograde”  and
“bilum™ decizion will nol
only encourage a shift 1o
smuggling bt alwa Rave
otber effects on
emphoyment.

The Finance Misiary
has pet yet released an offi-
wial staveenen o the duty
hikes or its justifications.

Customs duty up io 10%
Prenously, the badse cus-
toems dusty oo gold and sil
ver aood ar 5%, with a i
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Noree, the customs duty
h.a.:bfm}ulnrdmlm’. and
the AIDC has become 5%,
taking ke effective rax
rate, including the K5T, i
about 184%. The decision
OIS 500N alter Prime Mi
nister Narendra Maodi's ex-
hoatations to the public 1o
reduce gold purchases for

t least 2 year, among ot §

er actions, io help profect
Indiss foregm exchange
reserves and the rupee ex-
charge rate,

“The curent geopalit
cal situation has oneated
sipnificans valatility in glor
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and supplyside disrap-
vhoas, which can incTease
thee immport bill, exert pres-
sure en inflation, asd the
CADS
They further &aid thal
thee grvernmnent was priori-
tiing Indias foreign o
change resources towands
ekscrlial imports quch
ersde oll, femilizers, indus-
il Farw eriater fals, defence
fevguirensents, critical sech:
nohwu. and  capital

I'l:! contrast,
metali, while cultaraly
and fimandally significans

ate predomisastly can
surmpiion 2wl ivesiment
driven in natare,” they
saad, “Such impons in

Tax  wohe substantial outfiow

of foregm exchange.”
Indiszry players, econc-
mibszs, and investmens ad-

wisors have sald that ihe  sucd

dicision i nol likely W im-
pact [mdlans' demand for
pobd, and would kxtead in-

“Our consishent position
s that hillding imspon duthes

rarely ourke godd imports -

it merely inflates prices,”
ihe Gem & Jewellery Ex-
post Promotion Coundl
sadd I A stalement, “Des
pite gold prices doubling
recently, impeoats bave not

kar, fomnder and managing
partner o Artha Blarat
westment Managers, who

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context
e Centreincreased effective import duty on gold

termed the import duty
Tk 36k 5 “bdean . instFuamiea|
theat kistory tells s rarely
achieves it intended pur-

pose”.

The GIEPC alleo said that
ihse most severe impact of
ithis policy will be felt by
MEME  manulacuners,
whia are the “hackbone™ of
the imdustry, accousvisg
for B0 of GIEPC's mem-
beérship and whe ane G-
renitly facing a critical i
aquidity erunch.

According 1o indasiry
inaiders, the decison 1o
hike the lmpert duthes on
precious metals will see
impaorts il by abo 15
A%

According to daa with
ise Minlstry of Commerce
End Indusery, Indss Ispor-
od $71.9 billicn of just goid
in 2526, up % from
thse previows vear.

Lack of transparensy

Ini a mote, the think-tank
Glabal Trade Research bn-
iative (GTRE) polmed cat

that the netificadons s
by the government
cosline 16 be viery Jiffi-
axih no wnderstand, which
defeats the objective of
Uransparent IIQHM thee
governmend is Erying {0

wchieve,

Determining the achsal
.lm)llcahk deny now e
going through muli-

m lnm&(mmﬂnlm
comrections and  eariff

Tl LR Sl FRS con.
trary to India’s staved goal

- of imgrening case of doieg

husiesess and  sieplifieg
casonm procedians,”
GTRI smabd.

and silver from 9.2% to 18.4%.
* Done through increase in:

o Basic Customs Duty (BCD): 5% » 10%

o Agriculture Infrastructure and

¢ Decision linked to:
o Rising crude oil prices,
(e]
o
(e]
reserves.
Key Points

India imported nearly $71.9 billion worth of

gold in 2025-26.

Gold is among India’s largest import items after

crude oil and electronics.
Government objective:
o Reduce non-essential imports,
o Protect rupee stability,

o Manage Balance of Payments (BoP).

Industry concerns:
o Increase in smuggling,

Development Cess (AIDC): 1% - 5%

West Asia geopolitical tensions,
Pressure on Current Account Deficit (CAD),
Need to conserve foreign exchange

o Higher burden on MSME jewellers,
o Impact on gems & jewellery exports,
o Limited impact on actual gold demand.

Static Linkages
e CAD occurs when imports exceed exports of
goods and services.
¢ High gold imports widen CAD and increase
external vulnerability.
e Customs Duty is imposed under the Customs
Act, 1962.
* Gold acts as:
o Store of value,
o Hedge against inflation,
o Safe-haven asset.
e AIDCintroduced in Union Budget 2021.
e High import duties historically linked with rise
in smuggling.

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Helps conserve forex reserves.
* May reduce import bill.
e Supports rupee stability.
Useful during external economic shocks.
Negatives
* May increase gold smuggling.
* Gold demand in India is relatively price
inelastic.
* MSME jewellery sector may face liquidity
stress.
e Higher compliance burden due to complex
tariff structure.

Way Forward
* Promote:
o Sovereign Gold Bonds (SGBs),
o Gold ETFs,
o Gold Monetisation Scheme.
e Strengthen anti-smuggling enforcement.
e Adopt stable and predictable tariff policy.
e Simplify customs duty structure for ease of
doing business.



Protection to religion
not just for ‘essential
practices, says Centre

The Hindu Bureay
NEW DELHI

‘The Constitution presumes
that every religious prac-
tice is protected unless it
violates public order, mo-
rality, and health, the
Centre told the Supreme
Court on Wednesday.

Appearing  before a
nine-judge Bench headed
by Chief Justice of India Su-
rya Kant in the Sabarimala
review hearing, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehia said
the protection afforded to
religion was not restricted
1o “essential religious prac-
tices” alone, but had a wid-
er ambit.

Mr. Mehta, who opened
the rejoinder in the consti-
utional reference hearing,
said the burden was on the
challenger to show that a
relighous practice breached
public order, morality, and
health,

He further submitted
that fundamental rights in
the Constitution have been
interpreted expansively by
the court in the past. Only
Article 25 {right to religion
and freedom of con-
science) and Article 26
(freedom of denomina-
tions or any section thereofl
10 manage their own reli-
glous affairs) were given
restrictive meanings by the
court, “Articles 25 and 26
weere the only fundamental
rights the court gave res-
wricted meanings, saying
the rights would be pro-
tected to the extent of ‘es-
sential religious practices’
only,” Mr. Mehta
submitted,

He pointed out that the
phrase ‘essential religious
practices’ is absent in the

text of the Constitution, ar-
guing that it was sheer jud-
icial creativity at work.

Interconnected rights
Mr. Mehta added that Arti-
cles 25 and 26 are intercon-
nected, not isolated silos,
submitting that an indivi-
dual’s freedom of con-
selence and the right of a
denomination to manage
its own affairs are intercon-
nected. Article 26 i only a
manifiestation of the indivi-
dual right in a collective
Form, e said.
“Fundamental  rights
are not islands,” he said.
The full day hearing also
saw the Supreme Court ob-
serve that people need not
£0 o a temple to be reli-
gious. A small lamp lit in a
hut was an equally poig-
nant expression of faith,
Chief Justice Kant said.
Justice BY. Nagarathna
added Hinduism was a way
of life, and did not depend
on ritualiste practices or
frequent visits to temples.
Legal scholar and form-
er director of the National
Judicial Academy, Mchan
Gopal, submitted that what
Justice Nagarathma re-
ferred to was called “auto-
theism’ or the individual
freedom of conscience to
explore one’s own inner
conscience.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

* Inthe Sabarimala review hearing, the Union
Government told the Supreme Court that all
religious practices are constitutionally

protected unless they violate:

(o]

o

o

e Centre argued that the Constitution does not
mention the “Essential Religious Practices

Public order
Morality
Health

(ERP)” doctrine explicitly.

e Solicitor General Tushar Mehta stated that
Articles 25 and 26 should be interpreted

broadly.
e Supreme Court discussed:
Freedom of conscience
Religious autonomy
Constitutional morality

o

o
(e]
o

Individual faith beyond rituals.

Key Points
e Article 25:
o Freedom of conscience.

o Right to profess, practice, and propagate

religion.

¢ Article 26:
o Rights of religious denominations to manage
religious affairs.
e Centre’s arguments:
o ERP doctrine is judicially evolved.
o Burden lies on challenger to prove violation of
constitutional limits.
o Articles 25 and 26 are interconnected rights.
e Court observations:
o Religion is not limited to rituals or temple
visits.
o Faith can be expressed individually.

Static Linkages
e Shirur Mutt Case (1954):
o Origin of ERP doctrine.
Kesavananda Bharati Case (1973):
o Basic Structure Doctrine.
S.R. Bommai Case (1994):
o Secularism as Basic Structure.
Indian secularism:
o Equal respect for all religions.
Constitutional restrictions on religious freedom:
o Public order
o Morality
o Health
o Other Fundamental Rights.
e Constitutional morality vs social morality debate.

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Expands scope of religious freedom.
e Reduces excessive judicial interference in
theology.
e Strengthens freedom of conscience.
e Protects denominational autonomy.
Concerns
e May protect discriminatory practices.
e Conflict between:
o Religious freedom
o Gender equality
o Constitutional morality.
e Ambiguity in defining morality.
¢ Difficulty in balancing individual and collective
rights.

Way Forward
e Develop clear constitutional standards for
religious disputes.
e Balance:
o Religious freedom
o Equality
o Dignity.
e Ensure judicial restraint in theological matters.
e Promote reform through dialogue and
constitutional values.
e Focus onrights-based interpretation instead of
strict ERP test.



Just war; powerbalance and modern conflict

lexander Pope’s famons e, “Now

war wak swallowed by thee asnbiguaities of

selfinterest. Special treaties of 1515 and 139
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procedures requiring a formal
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The West Asia war
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

e Escalation of tensions between the U.S.,

and Iran has revived debate on:
o legality of use of force,
o anticipatory self-defence,

o weakening of UN-led global order.
e The conflict has major implications for:

o global energy security,
o Strait of Hormuz,
o international law,

o and regional stability in West Asia.

Key Points

e Article 2(4) of UN Charter:

o prohibits threat or use of force against

territorial integrity of states.

e Article 51:

o recognises inherent right of individual or
collective self-defence against armed
attack.

¢ Debate exists on:
o “anticipatory self-defence” before an

actual attack occurs.
e NATO collective defence:

o Article 5 allows collective response if a

member is attacked.

e Strait of Hormuz:
o critical global oil transit chokepoint.

e Growing concerns over:

o unilateral military interventions,

o decline of multilateralism,

o weakening role of UN institutions.

Iy a bakance of power (0 preserve
world peace: the concept of a just war has
mmnmmmi&tmaamnw
moral voice, This moral volce rests with the
peeple of the world — all of us, mot our rulers.

Israel

Static Linkages

Sovereign equality of states.
Collective security under UN Charter.
Balance of Power theory.
Nuclear Non-Proliferation framework.
Strategic importance of chokepoints:

o Strait of Hormuz,

o Suez Canal,

o Malacca Strait.
India’s energy dependence on West Asia.
Principle of peaceful settlement of disputes.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Highlights importance of:

o diplomacy,

o multilateralism,

o rule-based international order.

e Emphasises need for peaceful conflict
resolution.
Concerns
e Ambiguity in “self-defence” can justify
unilateral wars.
* Weakening credibility of:
o UN,
o WTO,
o global governance institutions.
¢ Risk of:

o oil supply disruptions,
o regional instability,
o humanitarian crisis,
© nuclear escalation.

India’s Concerns

Energy security.

Safety of Indian diaspora in Gulf.
Stability of maritime trade routes.
Maintaining strategic autonomy.

Way Forward

Strengthen UN-led multilateral diplomacy.
Clarify legal standards on anticipatory self-
defence.

Ensure IAEA-based nuclear oversight.
Promote regional dialogue involving Gulf
countries and Iran.

Reduce militarisation of strategic maritime
zones.

Reform global governance institutions for
greater credibility.



The Xi-Trump summit — shadow boxing on Iran

0 Amserican President stuck in an

The 1972 summit
T this a Ekely pre-seript for Donald Trumg's visit
in Beijing that begins toctay? 1t may furn out to be.
Bzt it choes s uap thoe first United Stantes-Ching
bilateral Summit in February 1972, when a
rmanibed President Richard Nivon met
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ihe sale China, gave & a P$ status, and threw
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China as Iran's anchor

China is Iram's larges econonsic panner, buying
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

The proposed summit between the U.S. and
China is taking place amid tensions related to
Iran and the Strait of Hormuz.

The article compares the present situation with
the 1972 Nixon visit to China during the
Vietnam War.

China has emerged as Iran’s largest economic
partner and a major buyer of Iranian oil.
China and Russia are opposing U.S.-backed
moves in the UNSC regarding the Hormuz
issue.

The developments highlight growing strategic
competition between major powers and
concerns over global energy security.

Key Points

Strait of Hormuz is a critical global oil
chokepoint.
Any disruption in Hormuz impacts:

o Global crude oil prices

o Inflation

o Energy-importing countries like India
China imports large quantities of Iranian crude
oil despite sanctions.
Iran is using asymmetric pressure tactics
instead of direct warfare.
U.S.-China rivalry now extends to:

o Trade

o Technology

o Taiwan

o West Asia
China and Russia increasingly coordinate in
multilateral institutions like UNSC.
India’s interests:

o Energy security

o Stable oil prices

o Safety of Indian diaspora in West Asia

o Freedom of navigation

Static Linkages

e Strait of Hormuz connects Persian Gulf and Gulf
of Oman.

e Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs) are vital for
global trade.

¢ Indiaimports over 80% of its crude oil needs.

* Higher crude prices worsen Current Account
Deficit (CAD).

* UNSC P5 members possess veto power.

e Realist theory in IR focuses on power and national
interest.

e Balance of Power is central to global geopolitics.

e Strategic autonomy is a core principle of India’s
foreign policy.

* Chokepoints are vulnerable maritime passages
affecting global trade.

e UNCLOS provides principles regarding freedom of
navigation.

Critical Analysis
Significance
¢ Reflects transition towards multipolar world
order.
e Demonstrates growing Chinese influence in West
Asia.
* Shows weakening unilateral dominance of the U.S.
Concerns
e Rising oil prices may hurt developing economies.
* Prolonged tensions can disrupt global supply
chains.
e Militarisation of strategic waterways threatens
global trade.
e Great-power rivalry weakens effectiveness of
global institutions.
Impact on India
Positive
e Opportunity for India to strengthen strategic
autonomy.
e Scope for balancing relations with U.S., Iran, and
Gulf countries.
Negative
e Higher import bill and inflation risks.
* Pressure on rupee and CAD.
* Threat to Indian diaspora and maritime trade
routes.

Way Forward
¢ Diversify crude oil import sources.
e Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR).
* Accelerate renewable energy transition.
e Strengthen maritime security cooperation.
¢ Promote diplomacy and peaceful conflict

resolution.

e Continue balanced multi-alignment policy.



Testing troubles
Leaks and breaches have destroyed the
National Testing Agency’s credibility

nece bitten, twice shy: this saying surely
0 does not apply to the National Testing

Agency (NTA). Given the number of
times that the Agency has run into trouble in the
conduct of common entrance exams, it would
have been logical to expect those at the helm to
have learnt their lessons. However, this week’s
cancellation of the National Eligibility-cum-En-
trance Test (NEET)HUG affecting over 22 lakh stu-
dents is a serious blow to the agency’s reputation.
The NTA, on May 12, 2026, announced the can-
cellation of the exam held on May 3, amid allega-
tions of paper leak, as the government tasked the
CBI with carrying out a comprehensive inquiry.
The decision followed investigations revealing
that a ‘guess paper” - a collection of predicted,
high-importance guestions created to help st-
dents prepare — matched numerous questions in
chemistry and biology. Media reports said that
this material had reached coaching hubs in Rajas-
than nearly a month ahead, and had been sold
aspirants for huge sums. This led to investigations
by the Rajasthan Police Special Operations Group
and 15 people were arrested. In the face of such
obvious fraud, the NTA maintained the line that
the decision to cancel the exam was taken “in the
interest of students and in recognition of the trust
on which the national examination system rests”,
The question though, is: does the NTA still enjoy
that trust? NEET has been dogged by controversy
right from the start, with several States opposing
the format. But even after it was rolled out across
the country, the NTA, as the agency conducting
the exam, has suffered several dents to its credi-
bility, with various charges and controversies
coming up with depressing regularity. This in-
cludes the 20019 impersonation scam in Tamil Na-
du where students used proxies to write the ex-
am; the 2022 controversy of frisking girl
examinees in Kerala, and the 2024 paper leak
and grace marks controversy.

The K. Radhakrishnan committee, which was
constituted to recommend reforms in the exami-
nation process, recommended a restructuring of
the NTA, and creating strong institutional linkag-
&5 with State and district authorities in order to
produce a secure test administration apparatus.
Among others, it also made recommendations
for multi-stage testing, hybrid use of papers and
computers, and a series of measures to prevent
breaches and malpractices. It would be a crime
to allow the NTA to continue with its inept con-
duct of common entrance exams, impacting the
future of several lakhs of students. NEET was in-
troduced as a measure to bring into play a single,
standardised, and transparent entrance exam for
medical admissions. But the transparency that it
has so far shown is of an entirely different kind:
leaks and breaches of confidentiality.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

* NTA cancelled NEET-UG 2026 conducted on
May 3, 2026, affecting over 22 lakh students.

e Cancellation followed allegations of paper leak
and circulation of a “guess paper” matching
actual questions.

e Rajasthan Police Special Operations Group
arrested multiple persons linked to the leak.

e Union Government handed over investigation
to CBI.

e [ncident revived concerns over transparency
and credibility of centralized entrance
examinations.

* Previous controversies:

o 2019 impersonation scam (Tamil Nadu)

o 2022 Kerala frisking controversy

o 2024 NEET paper leak and grace marks
issue

Key Points
* National Testing Agency (NTA) established in
2017 under Ministry of Education.
* NEET introduced to:
o Standardize medical admissions
o Ensure merit-based selection
o Reduce multiple entrance examinations

e K. Radhakrishnan Committee recommendations:
Restructuring of NTA

Multi-stage testing

Hybrid paper-computer examination system
Stronger Centre-State coordination
Enhanced anti-malpractice mechanisms

e Repeated leaks undermine:

Institutional credibility

Public trust

Meritocracy

Fair competition

O O O O o

O O O ©O

Static Linkages

e Education placed in Concurrent List through 42nd
Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976.

e Equality before law and equal opportunity in public
institutions.

e Transparency and accountability as principles of
good governance.

e Role of autonomous institutions in public
administration.

e Ethical governance and integrity in public
examinations.

e Cybersecurity and data protection in digital
governance.

Critical Analysis
Significance of NEET
e Uniform national standard for medical admissions.
e Reduces multiplicity of exams.
e Promotes merit-based selection.
Major Concerns
Institutional Failure
e Repeated paper leaks expose weak examination
security.
e Credibility crisis for NTA.
Governance Issues
e |ack of accountability and coordination.
e Weak monitoring of examination ecosystem.
Social Impact
e Stress and uncertainty among students.
e Financial burden due to repeated preparation.
Ethical Concerns
e Honest candidates disadvantaged.
e Undermines fairness and public trust.
Federal Concerns
e Several States oppose NEET citing:
o Rural-urban disparity
o Coaching culture
o Language disadvantages

Way Forward
e Comprehensive restructuring of NTA.
e Strong cybersecurity and encrypted paper delivery
systems.
e Al-based monitoring and audit systems.
e Greater coordination with State governments.
e Strict anti-cheating legislation and fast-track trials.
e Regulation of coaching centres.
e Transparent grievance redressal mechanisms.
e Psychological support systems for students.



Elusive peace
Europe must push for a negotiated
settlement to the Ukraine war

n May 9, speaking to reporters after the
0 Moscow Victory Day parade, Russia's
President Vladimir Putin said the war
with Ukraine was “coming to a close”, and, for
the first time since the war began in February
2022, indicated that he would be willing to meet
Ukrainian President Velodymyr Zelenskyy iftalks
were aimed at finalising a long-term peace deal.
His comments underscore the pressure that he
faces, both domestically and on the battlefield, as
the war, which he launched as a ‘special military
operation’, drags into its fifth year. Mr. Putin had
said in 2022, months after the invasion began,
that Russia would do “our best to stop this as
soon as possible”. Yet, the war continued, with
Russian troops making incremental advances in
eastern and southern Ukraine. Those gains, ho-
wever, have now largely stalled. While the fron-
tine has barely shifted this year, both sides have
carried out devastating drone and missile strikes.
In the early years of the war, the Russian public
was largely insulated from its consequences. That
is no longer the case. Today, Ukraine is capable of
striking deep inside Russian territory. Tax in-
creases, rising prices and a deepening gloom in
the business sector have fuelled public frustra-
tion, affecting Mr. Putin’s approval rating. At the
same time, hardline nationalist sections are de-
manding a more forceful response to Ukraine's
attacks, adding to the pressure on the Kremlin.
Russia has so far ruled out a lasting ceasefire.
Instead, it seeks a comprehensive peace agree-
ment — Ukraine must remain neutral, withdraw
from the Donbas region, sanctions on Russia
must be removed and a new security arrange-
ment between Moscow and NATO. While Russia
has genuine security concerns, amplified by NA-
T(¥'s unchecked eastward expansion, clinging to
maximalist demands while fighting a seemingly
endless war will not make Russia stronger. Mr.
Putin launched the war expecting a swift victory.
His forces have captured over 20% of Ukrainian
territory, but at a tremendous cost. It is time that
he shifted focus from continuing a war with no
clear endpoint to finding a path to peace. Ukraine
has demonstrated that it can withstand an inva-
sion by a great power, But Kyiv, too, lacks a real-
istic pathway to victory, Russia, despite mounting
challenges, retains the military capacity to inflict
greater damage, and if the war drags on, Kyiv
risks losing more territory. Europe must also real-
ise that the Ukraine war has weakened the conti-
nent economically and politically, leaving it more
dependent on the US. even as Washington is
drifting away. The four-plus years have shown
that there iz no military selution to this conflict.
What is needed instead is a serious push by all
sides toward a negotiated settlement.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

Russian President Vladimir Putin stated after
the Moscow Victory Day parade that the
Ukraine war may be “coming to a close”.

He expressed willingness to hold direct talks
with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
for a long-term peace agreement.

The Russia-Ukraine conflict began in February
2022 and has now entered its fifth year.

Russia currently occupies parts of eastern and
southern Ukraine, including regions in Donbas.
The war has led to global disruptions in food,
energy and fertiliser supply chains.

Key Points

Russia demands:

o Ukrainian neutrality

o No NATO membership for Ukraine

o Recognition of Russian-controlled

territories

o Removal of Western sanctions
Ukraine seeks:

o Territorial integrity

o Security guarantees

o Continued Western support

NATO expansion towards Eastern Europe remains a
major geopolitical issue.

The conflict has highlighted:

© Drone warfare

© Cyber warfare

o Economic sanctions as strategic tools
Europe has faced:

© Energy crisis

o Inflation

© Economic slowdown

The war strengthened debates on:

© Multipolar world order

© Strategic autonomy

o Limits of military solutions

Static Linkages

Sovereignty and territorial integrity are
fundamental principles of international relations.
Collective defence alliances can create security
dilemmas.

Economic sanctions are tools of coercive
diplomacy.

Wars disrupt global supply chains and increase
inflationary pressures.

Diplomacy and negotiated settlement are key
mechanisms for conflict resolution.

Energy security and food security are closely linked
with geopolitical stability.

Humanitarian law protects civilians during armed
conflicts.

Critical Analysis
Significance of Peace Talks

May reduce global geopolitical instability.
Could stabilise energy and food prices.
Reduces risk of prolonged military escalation.
Helps revive global economic growth.

Major Challenges

Russia and Ukraine have conflicting territorial
claims.

NATO-Russia distrust remains deep.

Western sanctions continue to affect negotiations.
Risk of prolonged “frozen conflict”.

Impact on India
Positive

Lower crude oil price volatility.
Reduced fertiliser and food inflation.
Better global trade stability.

Concerns

Pressure to balance relations with Russia and the
West.
Continued uncertainty in global supply chains.

Way Forward

Immediate ceasefire and humanitarian protection.
Sustained diplomatic negotiations under
international mediation.

Balanced security arrangement in Europe.
Respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity.
Greater role for multilateral institutions like the
UN.



In age of uncertainty, patriotismis a
poor substitute for statecraft
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
* Prime Minister Narendra Modi urged citizens to
reduce fuel and gold consumption amid rising
global uncertainty due to the Iran-West Asia
conflict.
* Rising crude oil prices and rupee depreciation
have increased concerns regarding:
o Current Account Deficit (CAD)
o [nflation
o Import dependence
e The article highlights India’s structural
economic vulnerabilities such as:
o High energy imports
o Slow foreign investment
o Weak manufacturing competitiveness
o Regulatory uncertainty

arbos, thens i% no quick
war, There

Key Points
e |Indiaimports around 85% of its crude oil
requirement.
e West Asiais crucial for:
o Energy imports
o Remittances
o Maritime trade
* Rising crude prices lead to:
o Imported inflation
o Higher fiscal burden
o Rupee depreciation
o Wider CAD
e Gold imports increase pressure on foreign
exchange reserves.
* Al-driven global capital shifts are affecting
investment flows toward advanced economies.
e Structural reforms remain essential for long-
term economic resilience.

Static Linkages
e Current Account Deficit = Excess of imports
over exports in goods and services.

Imported inflation occurs due to rise in global
commodity prices.
Energy security includes:

o Availability

o Affordability

o Accessibility

o Sustainability
Strategic Petroleum Reserves help manage
supply disruptions.
Supply-side shocks can trigger inflation and
slow growth simultaneously.
Stable taxation and regulatory certainty attract
investments.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Renewable energy expansion improving long-
term energy diversification.

Domestic investment showing gradual
recovery.

Policy focus on manufacturing through PLI
schemes.

Challenges

High dependence on imported crude oil.
Inflation disproportionately affects poor
households.

Regulatory uncertainty impacts investor
confidence.

Weak global manufacturing share.

Limited participation in frontier technologies
like Al

Concerns

Short-term patriotic appeals cannot substitute
structural reforms.
Prolonged geopolitical instability may impact:
o Trade
o Energy security
o Remittances
o Currency stability

Way Forward

Accelerate renewable energy transition.
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Improve ease of doing business.

Strengthen manufacturing competitiveness.
Promote Al and high-technology sectors.
Diversify energy import sources.

Enhance macroeconomic stability and
institutional governance.



Chief Secretary and
achiefchallenge

HE APPOINTMENT of West Bengal's Chief Electonl
v Adhilear gevernment Fises mamy s question.
Agarwal, who s the state's sendor-mast bureaucrat, but
s set to retire in July. supervised the rollowt of the Special Inten-
shve RevBslonexercise in the state, which led to abouit 91 kakh debe-
morm mmrhklmmasmnuwtmnfuhhlch
the: The West Bengal SIR is also
umhdnﬂﬂwlnlhchpmmf‘.ﬂut Against this backdrop,
the govemment s decision to appoint Agarwal ts questionable
not because of his own competence, but because it rsks under-
nining trst in a premise hnger than hinm — that thidse oversecing
election processes are ot keeping an eyeona post-election office.
Itis also for thisreason, angaably, that the poll paned had wanied
a CEQwho would retire after overseeing the election. The prob-
lemmis-aleo this: As CEQ, Agarwal oversew the SIR process, and as
Chief Seeretary, he will stees the stale resporse in terms of ad-
dressing infirmitiesin the process, There isalso an issue of insti-
tutional cpecibility here. Fifteen years o Trinamool government
saw adisquicting politicisation ofthe bureancracy that smudged
instirusional lnes. The new BIP governament that soeks to make
adeparture from this past can @] afford to be unmindful of this.
The Adhibasf goverrment in Bengal has also sakd that while
thase whose cases arestill undes consideration by the appellate
tribunalswill receive the bensefits of government schemes, those
deleted through the SIR exercise will nolongerbe abletodoso. A
ministes has undeerd ined thenew ramework of exchusion: Those
whi hurnve appiied under the CAA for citizenshipoan alsoavailall
powernament schermes. This nesurnects the spectre that the amend-
menstothecitirenship L a fewyeans agohad touched ol and
diraws thee SIR Into it The CAM drew criticism because, forthe first
timeina w\mdnmrr.l.julmmlrnlbmnnunmmﬁmuu
zenehip, provid d path o Indian hip for
persecated religlous minorities from neighbowring counties —
except Musiims. The SIR processthat shifted the burden of proof
ontothevalnerable voter, set unsealitie timelines for voters and
no deadlines for appellace tribunals. and in which there were
masy maredeletions inMaslimedominsted constiuencles,can-
not—and thoukd net —becomeatest forcitenship Thewatch-
fud eve ofthe Court is noeded more than ever.
The term ~ghuspaitkiya™ or illegal immbgrant — invoked 1o

justify the newexchusionary fmmewark and paper overits cracks
— s part of the Banguage of communal dog-whistle politiea. In
West Bengall the BIPgovernment has just won a formidablevic-
tory. tmust deliveron a mandate tedeliver change that includes
all, rvot trmish it by rarrowing s vision at the very outset. AsCEQ,
the process that Agarwal steered achleved a much-noeded
cleanupbut has been tainted by exclusion. As Chief Secretary,
can he hit reset ansd refresh? A kot rides on this question.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

* The West Bengal government appointed the
former Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) as Chief
Secretary soon after the completion of the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls.

e The SIR exercise reportedly led to deletion of
around 91 lakh names from voter lists.

e Asignificant number of deletions are under
dispute and the matter is being examined by
the Supreme Court.

e Concerns were raised regarding:

o Institutional neutrality,

o Electoral transparency,

o Exclusion of vulnerable communities,

o Linkages between citizenship and welfare
access.

* The controversy has revived debates around:

o Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA),
o Electoral integrity,
o Free and fair elections.

Key Points
e Electoral roll revision is conducted under
Article 324 of the Constitution.

e SIRaimsto:
o Remove duplicate voters,
o Delete ineligible entries,
o Improve accuracy of electoral rolls.

e Major concerns in the present case:
o Burden of proof shifted to voters,
o Lack of adequate appeal mechanisms,

o Higher deletions in minority-dominated
areas,

o Possible politicisation of bureaucracy.
¢ Debate over linking:

o Citizenship verification,

o Welfare benefits,

o Voting rights.
¢ Raises questions regarding:

o Administrative neutrality,

o Constitutional morality,

o Democratic accountability.

Static Linkages
e Article 324 - Powers of Election Commission.
e Article 326 — Universal Adult Franchise.
e Article 14 - Equality before law.
e Representation of the People Act, 1950 -
Electoral rolls.
e Citizenship Act, 1955.
e Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019.
e Basic Structure Doctrine:
o Democracy,
o Secularism,
o Free and fair elections.
e 2nd ARC recommendations on civil service
neutrality.
e Supreme Court:
o Free and fair elections are part of Basic
Structure.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Accurate electoral rolls strengthen democratic
legitimacy.
e Periodic revision prevents electoral fraud and
duplication.
¢ Clean voter databases improve governance
efficiency.
Concerns
Institutional Credibility
e Appointment of an election official to a key
executive post immediately after elections may
create perception of bias.
Constitutional Issues
* Large-scale deletions may affect voting rights
of vulnerable citizens.
e Electoral verification should not become
indirect citizenship testing.
Governance Concerns
e Weak grievance redressal mechanisms.
¢ Risk of exclusion due to documentation
barriers.
¢ Possibility of communal polarisation.



Ethical Dimensions

Need for politically neutral bureaucracy.
Importance of procedural fairness and
transparency.

Way Forward

Ensure transparent and inclusive electoral
revision processes.

Strengthen appellate and grievance
mechanisms.

Maintain clear separation between electoral
administration and political executive
influence.

Avoid linking welfare benefits directly with
disputed electoral status.

Introduce stronger safeguards against wrongful
exclusion.

Promote civil service neutrality through
institutional reforms.

Enhance judicial and parliamentary oversight in
sensitive citizenship-related exercises.




Close cervical cancer
gap, focus on equity

MODELLING study in The Lancet has estimated that
Indiacan prevent more than 10 million cervical cancer
cases overthenextcentury ifit achieves the WHO'star-
ets on HPY vaccination — 90 per cent of girls to be
vaccinated by age 15; 70 per cent of women tobe screened at ages
30 and above; and 90 per cent of patients to receive treatment.
The scale of that possibility is extraordinary. But sois the scale of
thechallenge. India accounts for one of the world's heaviest cer-
vical-cancer burdens, with more than 1.2 lakh new cases and
roughly 80,000 deaths each year. Cervical cancer is among the
most preventable forms of the disease, yet for many women —
especially those in rural districts, poorer households and socially
marginalised communities — accessto early screening, reliable
diagnosis, treatment that is not prohibitively expensive and pre-
ventive vaccination remain a distant reality.

The Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine was first intro-
duced in India in 2008, but its uptake remained limited due to
safety concerns, patchy information dissemination, logistical
gapsand sociocultural barriers. Nearly twodecadeslater, in Feb-
ruary this year, an HPV vaccination programme for adolescent
girlswas launched, but participation hasbeen uneven. Screening
rates, too, remain distressingly low: Only around 2 per cent of eli-
gible women undergo regular testing. Disparities within India
are stark. Tamil Nadu has achieved screening rates above 10 per
cent, while Assam and West Bengal register figures as low as 0.2
per cent. The outcome is a disease that disproportionately pun-
ishes the vulnerable.

Theongoing vaccination drive places Indiaamong a handful
of countries that include the HPV vaccine in their national im-
munisation programmes. Experts have also proposed integrating
HPV nucleic acid testing into the National Essential Diagnostics
Listto expand the reach and accuracy of screening beyondurban
centres. With targeted outreach, these can narrow the inequity,
offering India a rare opportunity to reduce one of its most pre-
ventable cancer burdens.

Screening methods:

o Pap smear test

o HPV DNA/Nucleic Acid Testing
HPV DNA testing is more sensitive and accurate.
Tamil Nadu has relatively higher screening
rates.
Assam and West Bengal have extremely low
screening rates.
India has included HPV vaccination in public
immunisation efforts.

Important Government Initiatives

National Programme for Prevention and Control
of Non-Communicable Diseases (NP-NCD)
Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centres
Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP)
National Health Mission (NHM)

Constitutional & Governance Linkages

Article 21 » Right to Health (Judicial
Interpretation)

Article 47 » Duty of State to improve public
health

Public Health - State List (7th Schedule)

KEY HIGHLIGHTS: e

Context
¢ Astudy published in The Lancet estimated that

Cooperative Federalism needed for vaccination
and screening drives

India can significantly reduce cervical cancer
cases if WHO targets on HPV vaccination,
screening, and treatment are achieved.
* Indiarecords:
o ~1.2 lakh new cervical cancer cases
annually.
o ~80,000 deaths annually.
¢ |India recently expanded HPV vaccination for
adolescent girls under the national
immunisation framework.
e Screening coverage remains very low,
especially in rural and vulnerable populations.

Key Facts
e Cervical cancer is mainly caused by persistent
infection with Human Papillomavirus (HPV).
¢ High-risk strains:
o HPV-16
o HPV-18
e WHO Elimination Targets:
o 90% girls vaccinated by age 15.
o 70% women screened.
o 90% patients treated.
e Cervical cancer is one of the most preventable
cancers.

Issues & Challenges

Vaccine hesitancy and misinformation

Poor awareness in rural areas

Social stigma regarding reproductive health
Low screening coverage

Healthcare infrastructure gaps

Interstate disparities in implementation
Affordability and accessibility concerns

Significance for UPSC

Women’s health and human capital
development

Preventive healthcare model

Inclusive healthcare access

Public health governance

SDG-3 (Good Health and Well-being)
Reducing catastrophic health expenditure

Way Forward

Expand awareness campaigns through ASHA
and Anganwadi workers

Increase school-based vaccination coverage
Improve rural diagnostic infrastructure

Include HPV DNA testing widely in public health
system

Promote indigenous vaccine manufacturing
Strengthen primary healthcare delivery
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