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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Centre increased effective import duty on gold
and silver from 9.2% to 18.4%.
Done through increase in:

Basic Customs Duty (BCD): 5% → 10%
Agriculture Infrastructure and
Development Cess (AIDC): 1% → 5%

Decision linked to:
Rising crude oil prices,
West Asia geopolitical tensions,
Pressure on Current Account Deficit (CAD),
Need to conserve foreign exchange
reserves.

Key Points
India imported nearly $71.9 billion worth of
gold in 2025-26.
Gold is among India’s largest import items after
crude oil and electronics.
Government objective:

Reduce non-essential imports,
Protect rupee stability,
Manage Balance of Payments (BoP).

Industry concerns:
Increase in smuggling,

Higher burden on MSME jewellers,
Impact on gems & jewellery exports,
Limited impact on actual gold demand.

Static Linkages
CAD occurs when imports exceed exports of
goods and services.
High gold imports widen CAD and increase
external vulnerability.
Customs Duty is imposed under the Customs
Act, 1962.
Gold acts as:

Store of value,
Hedge against inflation,
Safe-haven asset.

AIDC introduced in Union Budget 2021.
High import duties historically linked with rise
in smuggling.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Helps conserve forex reserves.
May reduce import bill.
Supports rupee stability.
Useful during external economic shocks.

Negatives
May increase gold smuggling.
Gold demand in India is relatively price
inelastic.
MSME jewellery sector may face liquidity
stress.
Higher compliance burden due to complex
tariff structure.

Way Forward
Promote:

Sovereign Gold Bonds (SGBs),
Gold ETFs,
Gold Monetisation Scheme.

Strengthen anti-smuggling enforcement.
Adopt stable and predictable tariff policy.
Simplify customs duty structure for ease of
doing business.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

In the Sabarimala review hearing, the Union
Government told the Supreme Court that all
religious practices are constitutionally
protected unless they violate:

Public order
Morality
Health

Centre argued that the Constitution does not
mention the “Essential Religious Practices
(ERP)” doctrine explicitly.
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta stated that
Articles 25 and 26 should be interpreted
broadly.
Supreme Court discussed:

Freedom of conscience
Religious autonomy
Constitutional morality
Individual faith beyond rituals.

Key Points
Article 25:

Freedom of conscience.
Right to profess, practice, and propagate
religion.

Article 26:
Rights of religious denominations to manage
religious affairs.

Centre’s arguments:
ERP doctrine is judicially evolved.
Burden lies on challenger to prove violation of
constitutional limits.
Articles 25 and 26 are interconnected rights.

Court observations:
Religion is not limited to rituals or temple
visits.
Faith can be expressed individually.

Static Linkages
Shirur Mutt Case (1954):

Origin of ERP doctrine.
Kesavananda Bharati Case (1973):

Basic Structure Doctrine.
S.R. Bommai Case (1994):

Secularism as Basic Structure.
Indian secularism:

Equal respect for all religions.
Constitutional restrictions on religious freedom:

Public order
Morality
Health
Other Fundamental Rights.

Constitutional morality vs social morality debate.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Expands scope of religious freedom.
Reduces excessive judicial interference in
theology.
Strengthens freedom of conscience.
Protects denominational autonomy.

Concerns
May protect discriminatory practices.
Conflict between:

Religious freedom
Gender equality
Constitutional morality.

Ambiguity in defining morality.
Difficulty in balancing individual and collective
rights.

Way Forward
Develop clear constitutional standards for
religious disputes.
Balance:

Religious freedom
Equality
Dignity.

Ensure judicial restraint in theological matters.
Promote reform through dialogue and
constitutional values.
Focus on rights-based interpretation instead of
strict ERP test.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Escalation of tensions between the U.S., Israel
and Iran has revived debate on:

legality of use of force,
anticipatory self-defence,
weakening of UN-led global order.

The conflict has major implications for:
global energy security,
Strait of Hormuz,
international law,
and regional stability in West Asia.

Key Points
Article 2(4) of UN Charter:

prohibits threat or use of force against
territorial integrity of states.

Article 51:
recognises inherent right of individual or
collective self-defence against armed
attack.

Debate exists on:
“anticipatory self-defence” before an
actual attack occurs.

NATO collective defence:
Article 5 allows collective response if a
member is attacked.

Strait of Hormuz:
critical global oil transit chokepoint.

Growing concerns over:
unilateral military interventions,
decline of multilateralism,
weakening role of UN institutions.

Static Linkages
Sovereign equality of states.
Collective security under UN Charter.
Balance of Power theory.
Nuclear Non-Proliferation framework.
Strategic importance of chokepoints:

Strait of Hormuz,
Suez Canal,
Malacca Strait.

India’s energy dependence on West Asia.
Principle of peaceful settlement of disputes.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Highlights importance of:
diplomacy,
multilateralism,
rule-based international order.

Emphasises need for peaceful conflict
resolution.

Concerns
Ambiguity in “self-defence” can justify
unilateral wars.
Weakening credibility of:

UN,
WTO,
global governance institutions.

Risk of:
oil supply disruptions,
regional instability,
humanitarian crisis,
nuclear escalation.

India’s Concerns
Energy security.
Safety of Indian diaspora in Gulf.
Stability of maritime trade routes.
Maintaining strategic autonomy.

Way Forward
Strengthen UN-led multilateral diplomacy.
Clarify legal standards on anticipatory self-
defence.
Ensure IAEA-based nuclear oversight.
Promote regional dialogue involving Gulf
countries and Iran.
Reduce militarisation of strategic maritime
zones.
Reform global governance institutions for
greater credibility.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The proposed summit between the U.S. and
China is taking place amid tensions related to
Iran and the Strait of Hormuz.
The article compares the present situation with
the 1972 Nixon visit to China during the
Vietnam War.
China has emerged as Iran’s largest economic
partner and a major buyer of Iranian oil.
China and Russia are opposing U.S.-backed
moves in the UNSC regarding the Hormuz
issue.
The developments highlight growing strategic
competition between major powers and
concerns over global energy security.

Key Points 
Strait of Hormuz is a critical global oil
chokepoint.
Any disruption in Hormuz impacts:

Global crude oil prices
Inflation
Energy-importing countries like India

China imports large quantities of Iranian crude
oil despite sanctions.
Iran is using asymmetric pressure tactics
instead of direct warfare.
U.S.–China rivalry now extends to:

Trade
Technology
Taiwan
West Asia

China and Russia increasingly coordinate in
multilateral institutions like UNSC.
India’s interests:

Energy security
Stable oil prices
Safety of Indian diaspora in West Asia
Freedom of navigation

Static Linkages
Strait of Hormuz connects Persian Gulf and Gulf
of Oman.
Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs) are vital for
global trade.
India imports over 80% of its crude oil needs.
Higher crude prices worsen Current Account
Deficit (CAD).
UNSC P5 members possess veto power.
Realist theory in IR focuses on power and national
interest.
Balance of Power is central to global geopolitics.
Strategic autonomy is a core principle of India’s
foreign policy.
Chokepoints are vulnerable maritime passages
affecting global trade.
UNCLOS provides principles regarding freedom of
navigation.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reflects transition towards multipolar world
order.
Demonstrates growing Chinese influence in West
Asia.
Shows weakening unilateral dominance of the U.S.

Concerns
Rising oil prices may hurt developing economies.
Prolonged tensions can disrupt global supply
chains.
Militarisation of strategic waterways threatens
global trade.
Great-power rivalry weakens effectiveness of
global institutions.

Impact on India
Positive

Opportunity for India to strengthen strategic
autonomy.
Scope for balancing relations with U.S., Iran, and
Gulf countries.

Negative
Higher import bill and inflation risks.
Pressure on rupee and CAD.
Threat to Indian diaspora and maritime trade
routes.

Way Forward
Diversify crude oil import sources.
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR).
Accelerate renewable energy transition.
Strengthen maritime security cooperation.
Promote diplomacy and peaceful conflict
resolution.
Continue balanced multi-alignment policy.

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH



KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

NTA cancelled NEET-UG 2026 conducted on
May 3, 2026, affecting over 22 lakh students.
Cancellation followed allegations of paper leak
and circulation of a “guess paper” matching
actual questions.
Rajasthan Police Special Operations Group
arrested multiple persons linked to the leak.
Union Government handed over investigation
to CBI.
Incident revived concerns over transparency
and credibility of centralized entrance
examinations.
Previous controversies:

2019 impersonation scam (Tamil Nadu)
2022 Kerala frisking controversy
2024 NEET paper leak and grace marks
issue

Key Points
National Testing Agency (NTA) established in
2017 under Ministry of Education.
NEET introduced to:

Standardize medical admissions
Ensure merit-based selection
Reduce multiple entrance examinations

K. Radhakrishnan Committee recommendations:
Restructuring of NTA
Multi-stage testing
Hybrid paper-computer examination system
Stronger Centre-State coordination
Enhanced anti-malpractice mechanisms

Repeated leaks undermine:
Institutional credibility
Public trust
Meritocracy
Fair competition

Static Linkages
Education placed in Concurrent List through 42nd
Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976.
Equality before law and equal opportunity in public
institutions.
Transparency and accountability as principles of
good governance.
Role of autonomous institutions in public
administration.
Ethical governance and integrity in public
examinations.
Cybersecurity and data protection in digital
governance.

Critical Analysis
Significance of NEET

Uniform national standard for medical admissions.
Reduces multiplicity of exams.
Promotes merit-based selection.

Major Concerns
Institutional Failure

Repeated paper leaks expose weak examination
security.
Credibility crisis for NTA.

Governance Issues
Lack of accountability and coordination.
Weak monitoring of examination ecosystem.

Social Impact
Stress and uncertainty among students.
Financial burden due to repeated preparation.

Ethical Concerns
Honest candidates disadvantaged.
Undermines fairness and public trust.

Federal Concerns
Several States oppose NEET citing:

Rural-urban disparity
Coaching culture
Language disadvantages

Way Forward
Comprehensive restructuring of NTA.
Strong cybersecurity and encrypted paper delivery
systems.
AI-based monitoring and audit systems.
Greater coordination with State governments.
Strict anti-cheating legislation and fast-track trials.
Regulation of coaching centres.
Transparent grievance redressal mechanisms.
Psychological support systems for students.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Russian President Vladimir Putin stated after
the Moscow Victory Day parade that the
Ukraine war may be “coming to a close”.
He expressed willingness to hold direct talks
with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
for a long-term peace agreement.
The Russia–Ukraine conflict began in February
2022 and has now entered its fifth year.
Russia currently occupies parts of eastern and
southern Ukraine, including regions in Donbas.
The war has led to global disruptions in food,
energy and fertiliser supply chains.

Key Points 
Russia demands:

Ukrainian neutrality
No NATO membership for Ukraine
Recognition of Russian-controlled
territories
Removal of Western sanctions

Ukraine seeks:
Territorial integrity
Security guarantees
Continued Western support

NATO expansion towards Eastern Europe remains a
major geopolitical issue.
The conflict has highlighted:

Drone warfare
Cyber warfare
Economic sanctions as strategic tools

Europe has faced:
Energy crisis
Inflation
Economic slowdown

The war strengthened debates on:
Multipolar world order
Strategic autonomy
Limits of military solutions

Static Linkages
Sovereignty and territorial integrity are
fundamental principles of international relations.
Collective defence alliances can create security
dilemmas.
Economic sanctions are tools of coercive
diplomacy.
Wars disrupt global supply chains and increase
inflationary pressures.
Diplomacy and negotiated settlement are key
mechanisms for conflict resolution.
Energy security and food security are closely linked
with geopolitical stability.
Humanitarian law protects civilians during armed
conflicts.

Critical Analysis
Significance of Peace Talks

May reduce global geopolitical instability.
Could stabilise energy and food prices.
Reduces risk of prolonged military escalation.
Helps revive global economic growth.

Major Challenges
Russia and Ukraine have conflicting territorial
claims.
NATO-Russia distrust remains deep.
Western sanctions continue to affect negotiations.
Risk of prolonged “frozen conflict”.

Impact on India
Positive

Lower crude oil price volatility.
Reduced fertiliser and food inflation.
Better global trade stability.

Concerns
Pressure to balance relations with Russia and the
West.
Continued uncertainty in global supply chains.

Way Forward
Immediate ceasefire and humanitarian protection.
Sustained diplomatic negotiations under
international mediation.
Balanced security arrangement in Europe.
Respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity.
Greater role for multilateral institutions like the
UN.

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH



KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Prime Minister Narendra Modi urged citizens to
reduce fuel and gold consumption amid rising
global uncertainty due to the Iran-West Asia
conflict.
Rising crude oil prices and rupee depreciation
have increased concerns regarding:

Current Account Deficit (CAD)
Inflation
Import dependence

The article highlights India’s structural
economic vulnerabilities such as:

High energy imports
Slow foreign investment
Weak manufacturing competitiveness
Regulatory uncertainty

Key Points
India imports around 85% of its crude oil
requirement.
West Asia is crucial for:

Energy imports
Remittances
Maritime trade

Rising crude prices lead to:
Imported inflation
Higher fiscal burden
Rupee depreciation
Wider CAD

Gold imports increase pressure on foreign
exchange reserves.
AI-driven global capital shifts are affecting
investment flows toward advanced economies.
Structural reforms remain essential for long-
term economic resilience.

Static Linkages
Current Account Deficit = Excess of imports
over exports in goods and services.

Imported inflation occurs due to rise in global
commodity prices.
Energy security includes:

Availability
Affordability
Accessibility
Sustainability

Strategic Petroleum Reserves help manage
supply disruptions.
Supply-side shocks can trigger inflation and
slow growth simultaneously.
Stable taxation and regulatory certainty attract
investments.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Renewable energy expansion improving long-
term energy diversification.
Domestic investment showing gradual
recovery.
Policy focus on manufacturing through PLI
schemes.

Challenges
High dependence on imported crude oil.
Inflation disproportionately affects poor
households.
Regulatory uncertainty impacts investor
confidence.
Weak global manufacturing share.
Limited participation in frontier technologies
like AI.

Concerns
Short-term patriotic appeals cannot substitute
structural reforms.
Prolonged geopolitical instability may impact:

Trade
Energy security
Remittances
Currency stability

Way Forward
Accelerate renewable energy transition.
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Improve ease of doing business.
Strengthen manufacturing competitiveness.
Promote AI and high-technology sectors.
Diversify energy import sources.
Enhance macroeconomic stability and
institutional governance.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The West Bengal government appointed the
former Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) as Chief
Secretary soon after the completion of the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls.
The SIR exercise reportedly led to deletion of
around 91 lakh names from voter lists.
A significant number of deletions are under
dispute and the matter is being examined by
the Supreme Court.
Concerns were raised regarding:

Institutional neutrality,
Electoral transparency,
Exclusion of vulnerable communities,
Linkages between citizenship and welfare
access.

The controversy has revived debates around:
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA),
Electoral integrity,
Free and fair elections.

Key Points
Electoral roll revision is conducted under
Article 324 of the Constitution.
SIR aims to:

Remove duplicate voters,
Delete ineligible entries,
Improve accuracy of electoral rolls.

Major concerns in the present case:
Burden of proof shifted to voters,
Lack of adequate appeal mechanisms,

Higher deletions in minority-dominated
areas,
Possible politicisation of bureaucracy.

Debate over linking:
Citizenship verification,
Welfare benefits,
Voting rights.

Raises questions regarding:
Administrative neutrality,
Constitutional morality,
Democratic accountability.

Static Linkages
Article 324 – Powers of Election Commission.
Article 326 – Universal Adult Franchise.
Article 14 – Equality before law.
Representation of the People Act, 1950 –
Electoral rolls.
Citizenship Act, 1955.
Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019.
Basic Structure Doctrine:

Democracy,
Secularism,
Free and fair elections.

2nd ARC recommendations on civil service
neutrality.
Supreme Court:

Free and fair elections are part of Basic
Structure.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Accurate electoral rolls strengthen democratic
legitimacy.
Periodic revision prevents electoral fraud and
duplication.
Clean voter databases improve governance
efficiency.

Concerns
Institutional Credibility

Appointment of an election official to a key
executive post immediately after elections may
create perception of bias.

Constitutional Issues
Large-scale deletions may affect voting rights
of vulnerable citizens.
Electoral verification should not become
indirect citizenship testing.

Governance Concerns
Weak grievance redressal mechanisms.
Risk of exclusion due to documentation
barriers.
Possibility of communal polarisation.
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Ethical Dimensions
Need for politically neutral bureaucracy.
Importance of procedural fairness and
transparency.

Way Forward
Ensure transparent and inclusive electoral
revision processes.
Strengthen appellate and grievance
mechanisms.
Maintain clear separation between electoral
administration and political executive
influence.
Avoid linking welfare benefits directly with
disputed electoral status.
Introduce stronger safeguards against wrongful
exclusion.
Promote civil service neutrality through
institutional reforms.
Enhance judicial and parliamentary oversight in
sensitive citizenship-related exercises.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

A study published in The Lancet estimated that
India can significantly reduce cervical cancer
cases if WHO targets on HPV vaccination,
screening, and treatment are achieved.
India records:

~1.2 lakh new cervical cancer cases
annually.
~80,000 deaths annually.

India recently expanded HPV vaccination for
adolescent girls under the national
immunisation framework.
Screening coverage remains very low,
especially in rural and vulnerable populations.

Key Facts 
Cervical cancer is mainly caused by persistent
infection with Human Papillomavirus (HPV).
High-risk strains:

HPV-16
HPV-18

WHO Elimination Targets:
90% girls vaccinated by age 15.
70% women screened.
90% patients treated.

Cervical cancer is one of the most preventable
cancers.

Screening methods:
Pap smear test
HPV DNA/Nucleic Acid Testing

HPV DNA testing is more sensitive and accurate.
Tamil Nadu has relatively higher screening
rates.
Assam and West Bengal have extremely low
screening rates.
India has included HPV vaccination in public
immunisation efforts.

Important Government Initiatives
National Programme for Prevention and Control
of Non-Communicable Diseases (NP-NCD)
Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centres
Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP)
National Health Mission (NHM)

Constitutional & Governance Linkages
Article 21 → Right to Health (Judicial
Interpretation)
Article 47 → Duty of State to improve public
health
Public Health → State List (7th Schedule)
Cooperative Federalism needed for vaccination
and screening drives

Issues & Challenges
Vaccine hesitancy and misinformation
Poor awareness in rural areas
Social stigma regarding reproductive health
Low screening coverage
Healthcare infrastructure gaps
Interstate disparities in implementation
Affordability and accessibility concerns

Significance for UPSC
Women’s health and human capital
development
Preventive healthcare model
Inclusive healthcare access
Public health governance
SDG-3 (Good Health and Well-being)
Reducing catastrophic health expenditure

Way Forward
Expand awareness campaigns through ASHA
and Anganwadi workers
Increase school-based vaccination coverage
Improve rural diagnostic infrastructure
Include HPV DNA testing widely in public health
system
Promote indigenous vaccine manufacturing
Strengthen primary healthcare delivery
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