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Pricey food, dining out push retail
inflation to a 13-month high of 3.5%

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
WEW DELHI

Reqall inflation quickened
toa 13-month high of 3.5%
in April 2026, although =il
coming in bower than what
was expected by most eco-
nomists, The price rise was
largely driven by higher
food inflation as well as
higher prices at restau-
rants as they passed on
higher fuel prices to
COMSATETS,

Data on the Consumer
Price Index (CPI) for April
showed  that  inflation
quickened from the 3.4%
registered in March, the
first month following the
start of the war in West

a,
“The April inflation

na Bhardwaj, chief econe-
mist at Kotak Mahindra
Bank said, a sentiment
echoed by Madan Sabna-
vis, chief economist at the
Bank of Baroda as well as
Rajni Thakur, chief econo-
mist at LAT Finance.
“However, the outlook
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disruptions from geopolit-
ics and El Nino” Ms.
Inflation in the food and
beverages categary
climbed to 4% in April
from 3.7% in March.
Simultanecusly,  infla-

tion in the restaurant and

0 4.2% in April from 2.9%
in the previous month,

Ease in transport
Notably, inflation in the
transport sector stood at
0.01% in April as com-
pared to 0% in the pre-
vicus month.

This, according to Ms.
Thakur, was more because
of the passenger transport
services sector rather than
the price at which goods
were transported.

“While food prices have
nudged higher by around
30 basis points, overall
transporiation prices have
actually eased,” Ms. Tha-
Jur gaid. “This is largely on
account of easing prices
for the services sector,
while prices of transport of

reading came in softer
than expectations,” Upas-

accommodation  services
sector quickened sharply

remains clouded with up-
side risks amid supply side

goods have increased by
&% in the month.”

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

India’s retail inflation, measured by the
Consumer Price Index (CPI), increased to 3.5%
in April 2026 from 3.4% in March 2026.
Inflation was mainly driven by:
o Risein food prices
o Increase in restaurant and accommodation
costs
o Impact of higher global fuel prices due to
West Asia tensions.
Economists have also highlighted risks from:
o Supply-chain disruptions
o Crude oil volatility
o Possible El Nifio impact on monsoon and
agriculture.
Despite this rise, inflation remains within the
RBI’s target range of 4% *+ 2%.

Key Points

Retail Inflation (CPI): 3.5% in April 2026.
Food & beverages inflation: Increased to 4%.
Restaurant & accommodation inflation:
Increased to 4.2%.
Transport inflation: Marginally negative at -
0.01%.
Increase in logistics cost:

o Transport of goods inflation rose by 7.6%.
Inflationary pressures linked to:

o Imported fuel costs

o Geopolitical tensions

o Climate-related risks (El Nifo).

Important Static Concepts

CPlis released by:
o National Statistical Office (NSO).
RBI follows:

o Flexible Inflation Targeting (FIT) framework.

Inflation target:

o 4% with tolerance band of +2%.
Monetary Policy Committee (MPC):

o Sets repo rate to control inflation.

Food inflation has highest weight in CPI basket.
Types of inflation:

o Demand-pullinflation

o Cost-push inflation

o Imported inflation.

ELNifo:

o Warming of Pacific Ocean waters affecting

Indian monsoon.

Analytical Dimensions for Mains
Why is inflation rising?

Increase in food prices.

Global crude oil uncertainty.

Pass-through of fuel costs to services sector.
Climate risks affecting agriculture.

Why is inflation still manageable?

Inflation remains within RBI tolerance band.
Transport service prices eased.
Domestic demand conditions remain stable.

Major Concerns

Food inflation affects poor households
disproportionately.

Imported inflation can widen current account
deficit.

Persistent inflation may delay RBI rate cuts.
EL Niflo may worsen rural distress and food
insecurity.

Way Forward

Improve agricultural supply chains and
storage.

Strengthen food buffer stock management.
Promote climate-resilient agriculture.
Reduce dependence on imported crude oil.
Maintain calibrated monetary policy.
Expand renewable energy capacity.
Improve logistics efficiency under PM Gati
Shakti.

Concept Important Fact

CPI Measures retail inflation
Released by NSO

RBI Inflation Target 4% + 2%

Core Inflation

Imported Inflation

ELNifio Impact

Excludes food and fuel

Due to rise in import prices

Weak monsoon, food inflation



A society at large under question: rebuild a culture
where safety of children is collective responsibility

here was a time when social
irust formed the invisible

without hesitation or fear, Safery was
ot viewed a8 an individual concern
alome; it was understood s a shared

The recent incident at Nasrapur
village in Maharashtra’s Pune districs,
where a three- 1o four-year-old gisl was
allegedly sexually assaulted and
murdered by 2 65-vear-obd man, has
ence again expased the desturbing
wlnerabilities that continmue 10
confrom children in our socheny.

The reparted eriminal history of the
accused makes the incident even mone
erousbling. raising inporiant questions
about monitorirg mechanisms for
repeat offeniders amd the effectivenes
of preventive vigilance.

Such inciders are not merely
Isolated criminall acts; they strike a1 the
moral and social fabric that sustains
collective life. Every such crime
deepens public ardety and weakens.
confidence In the very Idea of social
security, Parenss increasingly find
themmselves burdened by a lear that
earlier generations rarely experienced
with such inbensity.

India has, over ihe years, enacied
!n.r.gm legal provisions to address

crimes against women and children
The Protection of Children from Sexual
Offersces (POCS0) Act remains one of
the strongest begishitive measumes
almied st salegmaarding minors from
e viokence. However, legislation
alose cannct fuarantee probection,

Chairperion,
Mationai Commiuion
Tor Wormen

The sexual
assauh amd
murder of a
i il in
Maharashira
has once again
exposed the
disturhing
wiiberalulities
that condinue
b conifront
children i
our sociery

Laws intervene after offences ocoar;
prevention requires sustained social
awaneniess, instintional prepanedness,
and collective respomsibality,

Need comprehensive approach
Incldents like Nasragus underline the
meed fior & mofe comprelensive
appreach towards dealing with repea
seual offenders. Individuals convicted
of rape, aggravabed seoual assult,
repeated sexual crimes, and serious
b granied parole ar temparary
release, given the gravity of such
affences and their broader
Emplications for public safery.

I exceprional cases where
remporary release is considened, it
should be preceded by stringens

police verification, electronic
momitaring, and comsulation with the
wictim's Eamily.

[Public confidence in the justice
sysiem depends not anky on
punishment after conviction bat also
on ensuring that systems of
supervision remain effoctive.

There is also a strong case for
rejular monitorieg of habinual
aiffenders by hocal law enfoscement
agencies. Periodic reporting,
preventive surveillance, and legally
permissible meastres aimed at
ensuring good conduet can contribute
:mmikMMyu
repeat offences.

Bqually important is the question of
timely justice. Delays in forensic

ysis, witness examination, and
wrial proceedings ofien weaken both
deterrence and public faith in
Enstitations. Fast-tracked imvestigations.
and expeditions judicial processes are

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

therefore essential in crimes ivvodving
childiren.

Ata broader bevel, thise incidents
compel socicty to engage in
introspection. The erasion of social
sensitvity and moral accountabiliny
cannot be ignored. A sochery tha
speaks of rights st alsa remain
conscious of duties.
cannt come at the codt of
compassion, vigilance, and ethical

The responsibility of child safety
cannot rest solely with governments or
Lw endforcemsent agencles, Parents,
teachers, neighbouss, and
comamunites 2l have a role 1o play in
creating safer environments for
children. Greater swaneniss ngarding
child provection, inclsding
conversations around personal safely
and appropriate conduct, s become

permissihle under law. Justice in such
nmtters serves pat anly the victim and
heer family bt also reinforces soclety's
callective Eith in the rule of biw. The
Naticnal Commission for Women is in
continuous coniact with the
suthiritles concermed 1o ensure a
timne-boursd investigation and
excpeditious i

The Larger before us is not
mereldy legal or sdmingirative; itis
civiliational. The need of ihe hour is
mnhdldandrunwfumﬂuu]’:l}-nl

soclal sensitivity, and institutional
sccountability cam socleny hops o
restore the trust that such incidens
continie 1o enode.

e A minor girl in Nasrapur village, Pune district of
Maharashtra was allegedly sexually assaulted
and murdered.

* The accused reportedly had a criminal
background, raising concerns regarding
monitoring of repeat offenders and
effectiveness of preventive policing.

e Theincident has revived debate on:

o Child protection mechanisms

o Criminal justice reforms
o Role of society and institutions in child

safety

o Implementation of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences Act

Key Points

¢ POCSO Act, 2012:

o Comprehensive law for protection of

children from sexual offences.

o Covers sexual assault, harassment, and

pornography.

o Provides child-friendly investigation and
trial procedures.
o Defines child as a person below 18 years.
* NCRB data shows continued rise in crimes
against children due to:
o Better reporting
o Increasing vulnerability
o Digital exposure
e Concerns highlighted:
o Weak monitoring of habitual offenders
o Delays in forensic investigation and trials
o Inadequate community vigilance
o Need for preventive policing

e Child safety linked with:
o Governance efficiency
o Ethical values in society
o Institutional accountability

Static Linkages

e Article 14 - Equality before law

e Article 15(3) — Special provisions for women and
children

¢ Article 21 - Right to life and dignity

e Article 39(e) & 39(f) — Protection of children from
abuse and exploitation

¢ Article 45 - Early childhood care

* Fundamental Duty under Article 51A(e)

e Juvenile Justice Act, 2015

e Fast-track courts for sexual offences

e Community policing recommended by ARC
reports

Critical Analysis
Issues
e Weak post-release monitoring of sexual offenders
¢ Delay injustice delivery weakens deterrence
e Poor coordination among police, prisons, and
judiciary
e Social apathy and erosion of community vigilance
e Underreporting in many child abuse cases
Significance
e Crimes against children affect social trust and
public security.
¢ Reflects governance and policing challenges.
¢ Raises questions on balance between reformative
justice and public safety.
Ethical Dimensions
* Protection of children is a constitutional and
moral responsibility.
* Need for compassion, vigilance, and collective
responsibility in society.

Way Forward

e Strengthen implementation of POCSO provisions.

¢ Create database and monitoring system for
repeat offenders.

e Improve forensic and investigative capacity.

e Ensure time-bound trials through fast-track
courts.

e Promote child safety awareness in schools and
communities.

* Enhance community policing and local vigilance.

e Strengthen victim support and counselling
systems.

e Improve coordination between police, prisons,
and judiciary.



IMD unveils ‘block-level
monsoon forecast model

It s been a kong-standing aim of IMD to provide hyper bocal forecasts o help farme s tme their
sowingg precisely: Bowever, the svstemn might faoe a formmidable test this vear in light of El Ning

dhymamics,” M. Ravichan
dran, Secretary to the M-
méary, sakd a8 a press bricf-
Eng 00 course, going
ahesd we aim 1o extend
this all over Imdia b that
miquires mon ohservation:
aldata”

. Ravichandean mid
*  The Hindu that the syiwems
winhd Fice a formidable
rest this year given that the
D snd global models
were expecting  “below
mormal” rainfall in light of
o arw e meathet forecanting modeimbone 3 developing Bl Kino - fre-
malu ane available, at mo-cwnu:n-emdwmwmmn ety quently  causing  weak
best, over Stabes or ai the monsoon rain in india -
tevel of districrs. For bn-  curacy: From the dase of  Ing frmework, developed
stance, i i kiown that the  the mofoon’s ofiet @ by (e [Bdian Instiute of

NEW DELHE

Thead of the mon
‘soon, the India Me-
tecrelogical  De

partment (MDY on

Tuesday unmveiled 2 new fo-

Fecast syssem that will, for

the first time, prrscrae

“block-dewd®

Jisly.
On Tuesdsy, the IMD
monsoon arrives in Munr  Kerala, # can use Albased  Tropical Mt j, are- humd;umnrm
bal arcand pane 10 and @ analysls, e IMDVs rove of semuunme«f:m MI €ast model
Delhi, around jane 29 o nearly a centary of de lu:rh—aﬂnhmh:lhn
wever, the inberent varlar  tailed meteorological data deslmrd o rn-d mrm.b mesolution (indicative of
thom of the monscom & and global wemher meo- vs pipeline
mﬁﬂmmﬂlmuh e, anl e fo 10 dlays, This, Ms, Singlh
Erict, several blacks itinerary with unpeeoe Peckith o four ek s, was becanse of a very
remain rzlnlm:dﬂ demted granulrity, Curresaly, this mystem  eseraive of wmo
pite (he monsoon having  Sciesce Minister Jinendea  can be used to provide fo- matic weather stations s
oficially “arrived” in the ﬁrWlmd:Iarx!B recasts to 3096 blocks  the State that allowed a
district. Triefing. across 15 States and ome  weather model  called
W Tk s 2 o st Union Territory, Two trial  Michuna (which works st a
ing aim of the IMD topro-  Forecasts for 4 wecks runs have already been  125km resobation) 1o be
wide by focal forecasis beted saocesshully, “downscaled” tol km

1o adidfiess (his shomoons  cally developed ot the fe-  conding 1o & ress state
g 1o enable farmers b0 quest of the Ministry of  ment. “These States are  other Siates 8o share their
time thelr sowing precise:  Agricukure and Farmers'  part of the monsoon core  data with s that will allow
by, Authe new systemis oo Weelfare, whose existiegad:  mome, which are the e thedr forecass 1o be gener

models  visory system isbuili tode-  ghons that are  Logely  ated with higher resoba-
rver and are most sest mn.' wr, Ranichandran
“blended” io shaspens ac. weekly formas. The blend.  tive to southwest monsoon  added.

“We ale SROEITEING

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

The India Meteorological Department (IMD)
launched an Al-enabled block-level monsoon
forecast system before the 2026 southwest
monsoon season.
The system covers 3,196 blocks across 15
States and 1 Union Territory in the monsoon
core zone.
Developed by the Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology under the Ministry of Earth
Sciences.
Aim:

o Hyper-local monsoon onset forecasts,

o Better agricultural planning,

o Improved agrometeorological advisories.
IMD also launched a 1-km resolution forecast
model for Uttar Pradesh.

Key Points

Forecast generated using:
o Al-based analysis,
o Historical weather data,
o Global weather models,
o Blended forecasting techniques.
Forecast validity:
o Up to 4 weeks.
Importance:
o Helps farmers decide sowing time,
o Supports rainfed agriculture,
o Reduces crop-loss risks.
Focus area:
o Monsoon Core Zone (MCZ) - highly

dependent on southwest monsoon rainfall.

Uttar Pradesh model:

o Based on “Mithuna” weather model,

o Downscaled from 12.5 km to 1 km
resolution.

e |MD warned of possible:
o El Nifo conditions,
o Below-normal rainfall from July onward.

Static Points
e Southwest Monsoon contributes nearly 75% of
India’s annual rainfall.
* Normal monsoon onset over Kerala:
o Around June 1.
e Monsoon influenced by:
o Differential heating,
ITCZ shift,
Jet streams,
ENSO,
o Indian Ocean Dipole (I0D).
e ELlNifo:
o Periodic warming of central/eastern Pacific
Ocean,
o Usually linked with weak Indian monsoon.
e Weather forecasting methods:
o Statistical models,
o Dynamical/Numerical Weather Prediction
models,
o Ensemble forecasting.
» Key weather infrastructure:
o Doppler Weather Radar,
o Automatic Weather Stations (AWS),
o Satellites.

O o o

Critical Analysis
Significance
* Promotes precision agriculture.
* Improves climate resilience.
Supports disaster preparedness.
* Enhances localized weather forecasting.
Challenges
* Need for dense observational infrastructure.
e Forecast uncertainty due to chaotic monsoon
behavior.
e Limited awareness among farmers.
e Data-sharing issues between States and
Centre.

Way Forward
Expand block-level forecasting nationwide.
* Increase Automatic Weather Stations.
Integrate forecasts with:

o PM Fasal Bima Yojana,

o Kisan advisory systems.
* Improve regional-language dissemination.
Strengthen Al and climate-data integration.



Tamil Nadu’s political transition, growth story faultlines

n Tamil Nadu, the electoral triumph of the Indiian Econormy Pvi. Lid (CMIE) data, during higher than that of upper-casse youth in many
Tamdlaga Vertri Kazhagam (TVE)} under the 202125, announced investments rose o 16.80 States.
keadership of C. Joseph Vijay i seen a5 Lakly croee, nn conplened investments stood But since education expandad withou
that would bead 102 break from Jower at 157 Lakh crore. Ty T qaality,
of development”, B oy e stands 3¢ Z3.09%, which b kower than befose, declined, weakening the prespect of mobility amd
time will tedl i Mr. Vijay's wicsary is-only an inequality. With
exerrsson of Dravidian politics. Going by the A m“k froen the
TVE's election manifesto, there is scope for ol new hie relative position of the £
comtipuity, not a break, from e economic Madras nsstate ol Tegimes: nmpmmxuwﬂm lews g g
jposicy. The pasty’s victory comes at a time when Dreviopment inedes | thanione job per crore of investment. The itest comnpared t0 those with generational wealth.
Tamil Nacks s fced with 2 series of challenges. umumsummmum.mwnmmmh
While some are inlernal, emenging from chinks in ol jobs credted per unll of capital investmen mmhmlllldcnrdmmhh\ih
the State’s relatively better development ﬁmxm.
outcomes and im its political trajectory, others wuo.gsﬁrhnﬂ&dmﬁfk I'wlhhrl.aﬂd mmmwummm
Irave been aggravated by external challenges such 0z A forling of
s the shifts in federal relations and the changes. i Bes s st .
i the global economsc onder. thar delicanely’ for the loss of
Successive Dranvidian parties have buili an iwmdﬂmnnhﬂnnﬂwn Asa Ilﬂ!ll.nmbendwullh joblessness o
econoeny that is inchasive, productive, and mdxmw!md!wﬂmlnmhml Imma.lq w!ﬁrl.vnn(lbe-Dla‘idl
I:wdhau.l Thee State has shorwn that economic
increases in capital imtensity, Tamil Naduhas mmm:ﬁqmum
um#mnnlumwmpmdnms e abile i protect s workers, at heat relatiedy. lidd
such as power and transport) g Tamil » c high i i Inthe
alongside investments in affordable heakth and becanse of absensce of
education, It may not be an exaggeration to sy mebmrrbwyhh:sw!mmhbwr Relative pﬂwhﬂmumimmm
that, ever withous parental sspport, the the State i now dignity.
probabily ofa chid survving. geting fudy contractslisacion, declining wage shares, and
immunised, being fed nmunrmd.pmlmzm delivering dignity
schaal, entesing college, and progressing fo 1mmmmmmsuuamumgmmw Mo douts, Tansd Nac el does betier i oont
uambversiry bs far higher in Tamd Kada than i youth, this ks
mwmsuummmps.mxm mnwmmq—mynmmm«ﬁm agiven. ﬂwyhnthﬂnllnﬂdlu':nmkmh!
Bu:nm'!lm!blmhlehp:nﬂ'_ﬁ!w Gouh:ldemioﬂTllENl‘ﬂdeO\'lD)g ot resonate with their lves. The Dravidian
aultlines have emerged in the Dravidian model. {20200, LS. President Donald but ks blind
istorically, Tams Nac's induitrial story has e compouraded the criiit. The iew lactoried Lo th ruew Ierarchy, and theif own podition
rested cn a simpie ldea: using state policy 10 that have withinft 4
stich wgether the growth of territrially rooted existing small fiees. O the other hand, the veice, powes, L
mikcro, szmall, and medium enterprises (MSMES) persiaing skill gap in labour markes has firther | and acoess bo basic poods for m.hg
and Lasge edectronics and manufacruring res, so limited the ability 1o generate jobs, adops new atstion of dignity is the mast severe farm of
that leamning, jobs, and value creation are spread technalogies and absorh pew entrns. Inequality in our times. Tamil Kadu has achieved
across regions within the Stae, Tha maded bus. some degroe of egualiy in baske health,
wudumduihlhclhhmh‘u(hbsw education, food,
sluggish wage. . The grevth - and indeed ot Dravidian macdel that generated sspirations Mmmnmwe BuL i had rt
ﬂmlwmn]mmdlnbepmh thas not troubles. s hat
wwm«w‘w‘mu Expost mpliais e elacation a5 the rote 1o wmmunwmamm« the
fare transfirs have not cat i either. Not to .ugmndmmm
mlm the increasid welfare transers have aspirations for success which and | wages
come at the expense of fiscal pradence. selfrespect. Th the
: N maotemsent has long stood by, Tamil Nadu b5 one fonter associational lfe smong people, and
Jobs and growth The Stae's dihﬁwlnﬁnaﬂnhlkmwm dismantle new sites of ierarchy. In aksence of
Tamil Nack s  global ™ i fas. s gross theese measures, even welfare, framed in the
incustrial policy, irmespective of the political madel i under ﬂm“hmmlnhmmmbm Wdrﬁb miary not work becase Lhe line
regine, has remained consistent and prsans from
moncontradicory. I8 has, therefare, mr-md changing mdl&ﬂmnwm nm(urmd or momey-for-votes, s blurred. This often makes
realiies, which education, which ks twice the national youth resentful or confissed about what is an
lnd.NolulIn!h!w :rdﬂm)nnuﬂdm » e average of I71% and comparable b mot entiterssent and whether 1 caih Eransfer i a right
manfactures Apple iPhanes. sowever, there has  the iew Chicf Eusnpean countries. It s also inclusive, as the or a bribe. What s thus recusired b a new set of
mappmmwmmmﬂ Minister needs GER of Sehedued Caste (50) men a5 women ecomcente and social polickes amesthve 1o these
actualised. As per Centre for Monitoring 10 address ‘stands a8 38.8% and 40.4%, respectively, much fauhlines.

Context
e Debate on the future of Tamil Nadu’s
“Dravidian Model” after the rise of TVK under
C. Joseph Vijay.
e Concerns regarding:
o Jobless growth
o Weakening MSMEs
o Rising contractualisation
o Declining returns from higher education.
e Tamil Nadu historically combined:
o Industrial growth
o Welfare policies
o Social justice measures.

Key Points
e Tamil Nadu attracted major global
investments:
o Hyundai
o Ford
o Nokia
o Foxconn.
e CMIE Data (2021-25):
o Announced investments: ¥6.80 lakh crore
o Completed investments: ¥1.57 lakh crore
o Completion ratio: 23.09%.
¢ Declining employment elasticity due to capital-
intensive growth.
e MSMEs affected by:
©o Demonetisation
o GST
o COVID-19
o Global tariff disruptions.
e Higher Education GER:
o Tamil Nadu: 51%

o National Average: 27.1%.
Growth of gig economy and informal jobs
among educated youth.

Static Linkages

Inclusive growth requires both economic
growth and equitable distribution.
Employment elasticity indicates job creation
capacity of growth.

MSMEs are major contributors to employment
and exports.

Human capital formation depends on quality
education and employability.

Welfare measures without productive
employment may create fiscal stress.
Informalisation of labour weakens social
security and bargaining power.

Directive Principles aim to reduce inequalities
and ensure social justice.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Better human development indicators.

High educational access and social inclusion.
Stable industrial policy attracted investments.
Strong welfare architecture.

Challenges

Jobless and capital-intensive growth.

Weak employment generation despite
investments.

Rising informalisation and gig work.

Skill gap and employability crisis.

MSME sector distress.

Fiscal burden of expanding welfare schemes.

Way Forward

Promote labour-intensive manufacturing.
Strengthen MSME competitiveness and credit
support.

Improve quality of higher education.

Expand skill development linked with industry
demand.

Increase social security for gig workers.
Balance welfare spending with fiscal prudence.
Improve investment implementation and
employment outcomes.



Managing coexistence in human-wildlife mryhctzones

wnm‘lﬂd.hkwﬂulﬂm'?hdlen
framed x6 3 conservation problem. In
reality, it Is 3 complex soci-ecological

sluu'-rdby Larsed tase, livedihoods and
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Frequent and maore intersie, not because animals
are encroaching on human space sbone, but
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“The complexities in lndia
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“KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

Rising incidents of human deaths, crop damage
and livestock loss due to increasing interaction
between humans and wildlife in India and
globally.

Habitat fragmentation, deforestation,
infrastructure expansion and climate change
are increasing the frequency of conflicts.
Recent policy discussions emphasise
coexistence models, wildlife corridors and
community participation instead of purely
reactive measures.

India is focusing on compensation schemes,
early warning systems, solar fencing and
habitat restoration to reduce conflicts.

Key Points

Human-Wildlife Conflict (HWC) refers to
interaction between humans and wild animals
resulting in negative impacts on people,
wildlife or ecosystems.

Major conflict species in India:

Elephants
Tigers

Leopards
Wild boars

o Monkeys
Key causes:

o Habitat loss

Fragmentation of wildlife corridors
Agricultural expansion

Decline in prey base

Urbanisation

o Climate change
Elephants require large migratory corridors;
blockage increases encounters with humans.
Predators attack livestock when natural prey
declines.
India has implemented:

O O O O
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Compensation mechanisms

Early warning systems

Solar fencing

GPS tracking

Successful global examples:

o Community-based conservation in Botswana and
Namibia

o Ecological corridors in Costa Rica

o Real-time monitoring in Finland

Nepal and Bhutan have reduced conflict through:

o Community-managed forests

o Predator-proof livestock enclosures

O O O ©O

Static Linkages

Article 48A - Protection of environment and wildlife.
Article 51A(g) - Fundamental duty to protect natural
environment.

Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 provides legal framework

for wildlife conservation.

Project Elephant launched in 1992.

India hosts nearly 60% of global Asian elephant
population.

Wildlife corridors maintain genetic diversity and
species movement.

Eco-sensitive zones reduce pressure on protected
areas.

Habitat fragmentation decreases ecosystem carrying
capacity.

Community participation is essential for sustainable
conservation.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Protects biodiversity and ecological balance.
Reduces economic losses to farmers.
Promotes sustainable coexistence.

Supports long-term conservation goals.

Challenges

Delay in compensation payments.

Encroachment into forest areas.

Linear infrastructure projects disrupting corridors.
Poor coordination among States.

Lack of scientific land-use planning.

Climate change increasing resource stress.

Concerns

Rising human casualties reduce support for
conservation.

Marginal farmers bear disproportionate losses.
Development-conservation conflict persists.

Way Forward

Secure wildlife corridors through legal and ecological
measures.

Improve compensation delivery mechanisms.

Expand community-based conservation models.
Integrate ecology into infrastructure planning.
Strengthen real-time monitoring and early warning
systems.

Promote habitat restoration and afforestation.
Increase awareness among local communities.

Enhance inter-state coordination for migratory species.



Data and justice

As courts adopt Al care must be taken
on the potential for abuse

nthelatest stepin along-standing efort to dig-
l itise the judiciary, Chief Justice of India {CJT)

Surya Kant announced two initiatives from
the Bench, called "One Case, One Data® (OCOD), a
unified judicial data platform, and “Su-Sahayak’, an
Al-powered chatbot on the Supreme Court of India
website, DCOD promises a unified digital trail for a
dispute as it moves through various courts, linkag-
es between court records and litigant actions (such
as appeals), casier acoess to various documents,
lower need for manual verification, reciprocal ac-
cess to High Courts and other courts, and more ac-
curate judicial statistics. It is notable considering
the wide variation in software practices and re-
cords quality across India's thousands of district
and subordinate courts, If the programme suc-
ceeds, standardised data could also allow adminis-
trators to determine where cases are held up and
ease procedural bottlenecks, and improve data-
based decision-making overall. “Su-Sahayak” has
been integrated into the Court website's front-end
1o help users navigate case status, cause lists, or-
ders and judgments, e-services, and frequently
asked questions. As with any major state-backed
technology rollout in India, questions about inte-
roperability, integrity of legacy records, restricting
acoess to private information, and staff skilling re-
main. By aspiring to a centralised digital finger-
print for each case, 000D also bears the risk of mis-
use,

While the CJI said that these new ols will im-
prove “access 1o justice”, their intreduction risks
deepening the digital divide. OCOD may require la-
wyers to maintain digital scanners, cloud backup
options, and updated software. Metropolitan cor-
porate firms can easily absorb these costs but inde-
pendent practitioners in the district and taluka le-
vels will lack the capital. The system may also
introduce digital middlemen te help litigants who
cannot navigate the ediling portal, potentially
creating a new layer of unregulated costs. While
the government has launched assistants with
voloe-first capabilities, such as Jan Sahayak, ‘Su-Sa-
hayak’ is primarily text-based and could exclude
people who are not comifortable typing or navigat-
ing complex website menus. The state and the jud-
iciary must ensure that the Al model is not biased
against mnrgnalimd communities who were his-
torically disproportionately arrested or denied
bail. India’s courts have generally been more com-
fortable with Al for assistance than for substantive
reasoning. ‘Su-Sahayak’ follows SUVAS, to tran-
slate judgments, and SUPACE, which processes
facts and legal precedents. The line must continue
to-held as the judiciary adopts more powerful teols
that have already tempted practitioners in other
domains to abuse them.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context
e Chief Justice of India Surya Kant launched:
o One Case, One Data (OCOD) platform.
o ‘Su-Sahayak’ Al-based chatbot on Supreme
Court website.
e Aim:
o Improve judicial efficiency,
o strengthen digital access,
o create integrated judicial databases.
e Part of broader judicial digitisation under:
o e-Courts Mission Mode Project,
o Digital India initiative.
* Comes amid rising pendency and need for
faster case management.

Key Points
One Case, One Data (OCOD)
* Creates a single digital identity for each case.
e Tracks cases across:
o District Courts,
o High Courts,
o Supreme Court.
e Enables:
o easier document access,
o reduced duplication,
o better judicial statistics,

o faster verification.

‘Su-Sahayak’

Al-powered chatbot for Supreme Court services.
Assists users regarding:

o case status,

o orders,

o judgments,

o cause lists,

o e-services.

Follows earlier Al tools:

o SUVAS - translation tool,

o SUPACE - legal research assistance.

Concerns

Digital divide affecting rural litigants and small lawyers.
Privacy and cybersecurity risks.

Bias in Al systems.

Need for multilingual and voice-based accessibility.
Risk of excessive dependence on technology.

Static Linkages

Article 14 - Equality before law.

Article 21 - Right to fair procedure and access to
justice.

Article 39A - Equal justice and free legal aid.
Right to Privacy judgment (Puttaswamy Case, 2017).
e-Courts Mission Mode Project.

National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG).

Digital India Programme.

Principles of:

Rule of Law,

Judicial Accountability,

Good Governance,

E-Governance.

[o]
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Critical Analysis
Advantages

Faster disposal and tracking of cases.
Better coordination among courts.
Reduces paperwork and delays.
Promotes transparency.

Supports data-driven judicial reforms.

Challenges

Unequal digital infrastructure.

Low digital literacy among litigants.

Data protection concerns.

Al bias against vulnerable groups.

Increased dependence on private tech systems.

Ethical Concerns

Al should assist, not replace judges.
Need for human oversight.
Ensuring fairness and non-discrimination.

Way Forward

Develop multilingual and voice-enabled systems.
Strengthen cybersecurity safeguards.

Provide digital training for court staff and lawyers.
Ensure affordable digital infrastructure at district level.
Establish Al ethics and accountability framework.
Maintain hybrid online-offline judicial access.

Periodic audit of Al systems for bias and transparency.



In ashifting world order, five principles
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS: PPy

Context of the News

Critical Analysis

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited the UAE Positives
amid rising tensions in West Asia and e Enhances India’s strategic flexibility.
uncertainty over the U.S.-Iran ceasefire. e Reduces dependence on any single power bloc.
* Indiais simultaneously expanding engagement  Strengthens energy and trade security.
with Europe, BRICS, Quad, and African nations. * Expands India’s influence ip'Global South.

e Improves technology and investment access.

* The developments reflect India’s evolvin
P & e Balances China’s growing geopolitical influence.

strategy of multi-alignment and strategic

Challenges
autonomy. 2l . o o e Simultaneously balancing U.S., Russia, Europe, and
e The article highlights five guiding principles of West Asia is difficult.
India’s diplomacy: e West Asian instability threatens:
o Reciprocity o Oilsupplies
o Diversification o Shipping routes
o Strategic Flexibility o Indian diaspora
o Strategic Expansion e BRICS lacks internal cohesion.
o Domestic Renewal e Quad may increase strategic tensions with China.

e |ndia faces implementation deficits in overseas

. projects.
Key P0|r!ts . N e Domestic economic bottlenecks reduce external
e UAE is a major partner for India in: leverage.
o Energy security Stakeholder Perspective
° Investments ¢ Gulf countries seek stable strategic partners.
o Diaspora engagement e Europe views India as a trusted democratic and
o Counter-terror cooperation economic partner.
e Europe is important for: ¢ African nations expect faster investment and

connectivity projects.
e |ndian industry seeks market access and technology
transfer.

o Trade diversification
o Green technology
o Advanced manufacturing

o FTA negotiations Way Forward

* India engages with both BRICS and Quad, e Accelerate domestic economic reforms.
reflecting issue-based partnerships. e Strengthen manufacturing and export
e Africais strategically significant because of: competitiveness.
o Critical minerals e Expand trade agreements with Europe and Africa.
o Young population e Diversify energy imports and strategic reserves.
o Expanding markets . Improve implementation of overseas infrastructure
o Maritime importance projects. . . .
., . — . e Enhance maritime security in the Indian Ocean
e India’s foreign policy increasingly focuses on: Region
° Supply-chain resilience e Build resilient supply chains for critical minerals and
o Economic security semiconductors.

o Technological partnerships e Continue strategic autonomy with issue-based
o Indo-Pacific stability cooperation.




Timeisripe for along-term
Russia-Ukraine ceasefire
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News
* Russia and Ukraine observed a temporary 72-
hour ceasefire around Russia’s Victory Day
celebrations.
e The ceasefire was linked to commemoration of
Allied victory in World War IlI.
e Hostilities resumed after the ceasefire period
ended.
* Discussions on long-term ceasefire and peace
negotiations have again gained momentum.
¢ The conflict continues amid economic stress in
Europe, reduced Western enthusiasm for
prolonged war, and evolving geopolitical
alignments.

Key Points
* Russia considers the “Great Patriotic War”
central to its national identity.
e Soviet Union suffered around 26 million deaths
during World War I1.
* Russia currently controls:
o Crimea
Parts of Donetsk
Luhansk
Zaporizhzhia
Kherson
e Ukraine seeks:
o Restoration of territorial integrity
o Security guarantees
o Continued Western support
* Russia demands:
o No NATO membership for Ukraine

O O O o

o Recognition of occupied territories

o Revised European security framework
e US and European support to Ukraine is showing

signs of strategic fatigue.

e European economies are facing:

o Energy insecurity

o Inflationary pressures

o Rising defence expenditure
e The war has affected:

o Global food supply chains

o Fertilizer exports

o Crude oil and gas markets

Static Linkages

e Sovereignty and territorial integrity are core
principles of international law.

e Article 2(4) of the UN Charter prohibits
aggression against sovereign states.

e Article 51 of the UN Charter recognises the
right to self-defence.

* NATO was formed in 1949 as a collective
defence alliance.

e Balance of Power is a major concept in realist
theory of international relations.

e Economic sanctions are instruments of
coercive diplomacy.

e Strategic autonomy is an important pillar of
India’s foreign policy.

e Wars significantly influence global energy and
food security.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities
e Ceasefire may reduce humanitarian crisis.
¢ Possibility of diplomatic negotiations
increases.
e Reduction in volatility of global food and
energy prices.
e Europe may stabilise economically.
e Scope for rebuilding global supply chains.
Challenges
e Territorial disputes remain unresolved.
e Mutual distrust between Russia and Ukraine.
* NATO expansion remains a major security
concern for Russia.
e Ukraine fears loss of sovereignty and territory.
¢ Risk of prolonged proxy conflict persists.
e Continued sanctions may deepen global
economic fragmentation.

Implications for India
Positive
e Stable crude oil prices may help India control
inflation.



e Peace may improve global trade conditions.

¢ [ndia’s balanced diplomacy strengthens
strategic credibility.

Concerns

e Continued instability affects fertilizer and
energy imports.

e Geopolitical polarisation may pressure India
diplomatically.

* Prolonged conflict impacts global economic
growth.

Way Forward

* Immediate humanitarian ceasefire mechanism.

* Direct negotiations between Russia and
Ukraine.

e Greater role for multilateral diplomacy through
UN mechanisms.

* Balanced European security architecture.

* Respect for sovereignty alongside security
guarantees.

* Long-term reconstruction and economic
stabilisation framework.

e Diversification of global energy and food
supply chains.




NEET leakunacceptable:
Who's accountable?

N MAY 3, morethan 22 lakh students sat forone of the
most consequential examinations in the country —
the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET),
the gateway to roughly 1.3 lakh MBES seats in Indias
medical colleges. Forthem, the brutally competitive test wasthe
culmination of painstaking preparation as well as financial and
emotional investment. Less than 10 days later, they suffered a
devastating di i ntafterthe sxaminationwascancelled
because investigators reportedly found extensive overlap be-
tween the actual paper and a pre-circulated “guess paper”,
Multiplesuspects have eportedly been detained, and the Centre
has handed the case to the CBI, But reducing this episede toa
mere law-and-orderbreachunderstates thescale of instinutional
failure. Itis anindictment ofthe National Testing Agency (NTA),
the body entrusted with conducting some of the country’s most
high-stakesexaminations. Created in 2017 to profiessionalisetest-
Ing, the NTAwas mandated tostandardise procedures and elim-
inate the inconsistencies of fragmented state-level systems. In-
stead, its record has been steadily marred by paper leaks and
| recurring allegations of irregularities. The latest NEET fiasoo —
thesecond major controversy surreunding the medical entrance
examination in two years — has ralsed serious questions about
| the agency’s capacity to safeguard the sanctity of examinations
onwhich thousands of youngsters stake their futures,

Conducting an examination ofthisscale isundeniably a lo-
mistical challenge — this year's NEET was conducted across
nearly 5,500 centres in more than S50 cities. The NTA has high-
lighted itsuse of technology-driven safeguards. But the alleged
cireulation of papers before the examination shows thata fool-
proof system is elusive. After the 2024 NEET controversy, the
Centre constituted a committee headed by former ISRO chair-
person K Radhakrishnan to suggest measures to improve the
NTAsworking. The agencyisyet tocompletely implement the
digital-first approach underlined by the committee and hasdi-
thered in acting on its most meaningful recommendation —
Improving accountability at all steps of the examination pro-
cess. The NTA depends heavily on private examination centre
operators and logistics service providers, even after several
paper leak episodes — including that of the NEET in 2024 in
Jharkhand ledined theli these vendors
and the coaching industry. At the same time, the agency has
evaded institutional responsibility for failures by directing
blame at external operators.

The latest NEET leak isa waming. Toreap the demographic
dividend, the state must ensure the credibility of institutionsthat
shape young lives, Compromised examinations are unaccept-
able. Fixing this will require, first, assigning accountability.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

e NEET-UG examination faced allegations of
paper leak and irregularities.

* Examination was conducted for more than 22
lakh students seeking admission to medical
colleges.

* Investigation revealed similarities between
actual paper and pre-circulated “guess
papers”.

e Case handed over to CBI for investigation.

* |ssue raised concerns over credibility of
National Testing Agency (NTA).

* Second major controversy related to NEET in
recent years.

Key Exam Points

* NTA established: 2017 under Ministry of
Education.

e Purpose: Conduct transparent, efficient, and
standardised national-level entrance
examinations.

o Major exams conducted by NTA:NEET
JEE Main
CUET
UGC-NET
NEET scale:Around 22 lakh candidates
~1.3 lakh MBBS seats
Conducted across thousands of centres.
Committee formed after earlier
controversy:Headed by former ISRO
Chairman K. Radhakrishnan.

O O 0O O O o o

o Key recommendations:Digital-first
examination system

o Strong accountability mechanisms
Better cybersecurity safeguards

o Monitoring of private vendors

Static Linkages
e Equality before law and equal opportunity.
e Transparency and accountability in
governance.
¢ Rule of Law.
* Good governance principles.
¢ Probity in public administration.
* Role of technology in governance.
e Human capital and demographic dividend.
e Ethical conduct in public institutions.
¢ Delegated administration and accountability.
e E-governance reforms.

Critical Analysis
Concerns
e Repeated paper leaks undermine meritocracy.
e Loss of trustin public institutions.
* Psychological stress on students.
e Coaching-centre and paper-leak nexus.
¢ Weak monitoring of outsourced vendors.
e Lack of institutional accountability.
e Centralised exams create large-scale
vulnerability.
Governance Issues
e Failure of examination security systems.
e Weak coordination between agencies.
e Poor accountability framework.
¢ Delayed reforms despite previous
controversies.
Ethical Dimensions
e Violation of fairness and equal opportunity.
¢ |njustice to honest students.
e Commercialisation of education system.

Way Forward
e End-to-end encrypted digital systems.
e Strong chain-of-custody mechanism for

papers.

¢ |Independent examination regulatory authority.
* Strict accountability for officials and vendors.
¢ Al-based surveillance and anomaly detection.
e Regular third-party security audits.
e Strong anti-paper leak legislation.
* Reduce excessive coaching dependence.
e Transparent grievance redressal mechanism.



West Asia crisisis nudge
for fertiliser reform

RIME MINISTER Marendra Modi'scall toIndian farmers
tocutchemical fertiliserconsumption by halfand move
towards "natural farming” may not be practical or desir-
able, Theunderlying intent, though, may only betocur-
tail demand and push farmers to use fertilisers judiciously —
which is sensible and necessary. Fertilisers supply essential nu-
trients to crops like nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P), potassium (K)
and sulphur (S) for them to vield harvestable produce. Unfortu-
nately, India hasvery little natural gas and hardly any rock phos-
phate, potashorelemental sulphurreserves to produce fertilisers,
forcing heavy reliance onimports. That's being tested now by the
conflictinWest Asia and closureof the Straitof Hormuz, through
whichupto30percent of global fertiliser trade passed till recently.
Successive governments have erred by not just subsidising
fertilisers — which entails outflow of scarce foreign exchange —
but also encouraging the overuse of high-analysis products, es-
pecially urea and di-ammonium phesphate (DAP), causing se-
veresoil nutrient imbalances, Farmerswereinitially applying fer-
tilisers such as ammonium sulphate (containing 20,5 per cent N
and 23 per cent 8) and single super phosphate (16 per cent Pand
11 percent 8). These gave way to urea and DAF, having very high
{46 per cent) content of M and P respectively, with noothermacro
or micro nutrients. The nutrient use efficiency of the latter ferti-
lisers is low; only around a third of the N in urea is absorbed by
the plants, with the rest lost through volatilisation as ammonia
gas or leaching underground after conversion into nitrate,
Farmersrequire productsthat deliver nutrients more efficiently.
The government should simply free or raise the retail prices
of fertilisersto their import parity levels. It can replace the existing
product-wise subsidy regime with a per-acre payment of, say, Rs
5,000 for all cultivating farmers. The monies from both the ferti-
liser subsidy savings and PM-Kisan could be redirected towards
a direct income support scheme, The West Asia crisis has made
the presentsystemof subsidy and price controls on fertilisers un-
sustainable both fiscally and physically: When product availabil-
ity is itself a problem, how much can one subsidise? Either way,
itopens upspace for reform that cannot waitany longer.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context
e PM Narendra Modi advocated “natural

farming” and reduced dependence on chemical

fertilisers.

e West Asia conflict and Strait of Hormuz
disruptions exposed India’s vulnerability due to

heavy fertiliser import dependence.
¢ Debate revived on:
o Fertiliser subsidy rationalisation
o Balanced nutrient usage
o Sustainable agriculture

Key Exam Points
e [ndiaimports:
o Almost entire potash requirement
o Major phosphatic raw materials
o LNG for urea production
* Excessive use of:
o Urea (46% Nitrogen)
o DAP (46% Phosphorus)
e Causes:
Soil nutrient imbalance
Decline in micronutrients
Soil degradation
Groundwater pollution
* Nitrogen Use Efficiency (NUE) of urea:
o Only ~30-35% absorbed by crops
o Remaining lost through:
= Volatilisation
= L[eaching
= Runoff

(¢]
(o]
o
(o]

e Current subsidy structure:

o Urea - price controlled
o Non-urea fertilisers » Nutrient Based
Subsidy (NBS)
Major concern:
o High fiscal burden of fertiliser subsidy
o Import vulnerability during geopolitical
crises

Important Static Points

Fertilisers provide:
Nitrogen (vegetative growth)
Phosphorus (root development)
Potassium (disease resistance)
Sulphur (protein synthesis)
Nutrient Based Subsidy (2010):
o Subsidy based on nutrient content
o Objective: balanced fertilisation
Soil Health Card Scheme:
o Scientific nutrient management
o Soil testing-based fertiliser
recommendation
Excess nitrogen use leads to:
o Eutrophication
o Nitrous oxide emission (greenhouse gas)
Green Revolution increased dependence on:
o HYV seeds
o Irrigation
o Chemical fertilisers

o

O O O

Critical Analysis
Advantages of Reform

Reduces subsidy burden
Promotes balanced fertilisation
Improves soil health

Reduces import dependence
Encourages sustainable farming

Challenges

Higher fertiliser prices may hurt small farmers
Natural farming may reduce yields initially
Political sensitivity of fertiliser pricing

Low farmer awareness regarding balanced
nutrient use

Way Forward

Gradual subsidy rationalisation

Shift towards direct income support
Promote nano urea and precision farming
Strengthen Soil Health Card implementation
Encourage organic carbon restoration
Diversify fertiliser import sources

Increase domestic fertiliser production
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