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Concept Important Fact

CPI Measures retail inflation

Released by NSO

RBI Inflation Target 4% ± 2%

Core Inflation Excludes food and fuel

Imported Inflation Due to rise in import prices

El Niño Impact Weak monsoon, food inflation

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

India’s retail inflation, measured by the
Consumer Price Index (CPI), increased to 3.5%
in April 2026 from 3.4% in March 2026.
Inflation was mainly driven by:

Rise in food prices
Increase in restaurant and accommodation
costs
Impact of higher global fuel prices due to
West Asia tensions.

Economists have also highlighted risks from:
Supply-chain disruptions
Crude oil volatility
Possible El Niño impact on monsoon and
agriculture.

Despite this rise, inflation remains within the
RBI’s target range of 4% ± 2%.

Key Points 
Retail Inflation (CPI): 3.5% in April 2026.
Food & beverages inflation: Increased to 4%.
Restaurant & accommodation inflation:
Increased to 4.2%.
Transport inflation: Marginally negative at –
0.01%.
Increase in logistics cost:

Transport of goods inflation rose by 7.6%.
Inflationary pressures linked to:

Imported fuel costs
Geopolitical tensions
Climate-related risks (El Niño).

Important Static Concepts
CPI is released by:

National Statistical Office (NSO).
RBI follows:

Flexible Inflation Targeting (FIT) framework.
Inflation target:

4% with tolerance band of ±2%.
Monetary Policy Committee (MPC):

Sets repo rate to control inflation.

Food inflation has highest weight in CPI basket.
Types of inflation:

Demand-pull inflation
Cost-push inflation
Imported inflation.

El Niño:
Warming of Pacific Ocean waters affecting
Indian monsoon.

Analytical Dimensions for Mains
Why is inflation rising?

Increase in food prices.
Global crude oil uncertainty.
Pass-through of fuel costs to services sector.
Climate risks affecting agriculture.

Why is inflation still manageable?
Inflation remains within RBI tolerance band.
Transport service prices eased.
Domestic demand conditions remain stable.

Major Concerns
Food inflation affects poor households
disproportionately.
Imported inflation can widen current account
deficit.
Persistent inflation may delay RBI rate cuts.
El Niño may worsen rural distress and food
insecurity.

Way Forward
Improve agricultural supply chains and
storage.
Strengthen food buffer stock management.
Promote climate-resilient agriculture.
Reduce dependence on imported crude oil.
Maintain calibrated monetary policy.
Expand renewable energy capacity.
Improve logistics efficiency under PM Gati
Shakti.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

A minor girl in Nasrapur village, Pune district of
Maharashtra was allegedly sexually assaulted
and murdered.
The accused reportedly had a criminal
background, raising concerns regarding
monitoring of repeat offenders and
effectiveness of preventive policing.
The incident has revived debate on:

Child protection mechanisms
Criminal justice reforms
Role of society and institutions in child
safety
Implementation of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences Act

Key Points 
POCSO Act, 2012:

Comprehensive law for protection of
children from sexual offences.
Covers sexual assault, harassment, and
pornography.
Provides child-friendly investigation and
trial procedures.
Defines child as a person below 18 years.

NCRB data shows continued rise in crimes
against children due to:

Better reporting
Increasing vulnerability
Digital exposure

Concerns highlighted:
Weak monitoring of habitual offenders
Delays in forensic investigation and trials
Inadequate community vigilance
Need for preventive policing

Child safety linked with:
Governance efficiency
Ethical values in society
Institutional accountability

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before law
Article 15(3) – Special provisions for women and
children
Article 21 – Right to life and dignity
Article 39(e) & 39(f) – Protection of children from
abuse and exploitation
Article 45 – Early childhood care
Fundamental Duty under Article 51A(e)
Juvenile Justice Act, 2015
Fast-track courts for sexual offences
Community policing recommended by ARC
reports

Critical Analysis
Issues

Weak post-release monitoring of sexual offenders
Delay in justice delivery weakens deterrence
Poor coordination among police, prisons, and
judiciary
Social apathy and erosion of community vigilance
Underreporting in many child abuse cases

Significance
Crimes against children affect social trust and
public security.
Reflects governance and policing challenges.
Raises questions on balance between reformative
justice and public safety.

Ethical Dimensions
Protection of children is a constitutional and
moral responsibility.
Need for compassion, vigilance, and collective
responsibility in society.

Way Forward
Strengthen implementation of POCSO provisions.
Create database and monitoring system for
repeat offenders.
Improve forensic and investigative capacity.
Ensure time-bound trials through fast-track
courts.
Promote child safety awareness in schools and
communities.
Enhance community policing and local vigilance.
Strengthen victim support and counselling
systems.
Improve coordination between police, prisons,
and judiciary.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

The India Meteorological Department (IMD)
launched an AI-enabled block-level monsoon
forecast system before the 2026 southwest
monsoon season.
The system covers 3,196 blocks across 15
States and 1 Union Territory in the monsoon
core zone.
Developed by the Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology under the Ministry of Earth
Sciences.
Aim:

Hyper-local monsoon onset forecasts,
Better agricultural planning,
Improved agrometeorological advisories.

IMD also launched a 1-km resolution forecast
model for Uttar Pradesh.

Key Points 
Forecast generated using:

AI-based analysis,
Historical weather data,
Global weather models,
Blended forecasting techniques.

Forecast validity:
Up to 4 weeks.

Importance:
Helps farmers decide sowing time,
Supports rainfed agriculture,
Reduces crop-loss risks.

Focus area:
Monsoon Core Zone (MCZ) → highly
dependent on southwest monsoon rainfall.

Uttar Pradesh model:
Based on “Mithuna” weather model,
Downscaled from 12.5 km to 1 km
resolution.

IMD warned of possible:
El Niño conditions,
Below-normal rainfall from July onward.

Static Points
Southwest Monsoon contributes nearly 75% of
India’s annual rainfall.
Normal monsoon onset over Kerala:

Around June 1.
Monsoon influenced by:

Differential heating,
ITCZ shift,
Jet streams,
ENSO,
Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD).

El Niño:
Periodic warming of central/eastern Pacific
Ocean,
Usually linked with weak Indian monsoon.

Weather forecasting methods:
Statistical models,
Dynamical/Numerical Weather Prediction
models,
Ensemble forecasting.

Key weather infrastructure:
Doppler Weather Radar,
Automatic Weather Stations (AWS),
Satellites.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Promotes precision agriculture.
Improves climate resilience.
Supports disaster preparedness.
Enhances localized weather forecasting.

Challenges
Need for dense observational infrastructure.
Forecast uncertainty due to chaotic monsoon
behavior.
Limited awareness among farmers.
Data-sharing issues between States and
Centre.

Way Forward
Expand block-level forecasting nationwide.
Increase Automatic Weather Stations.
Integrate forecasts with:

PM Fasal Bima Yojana,
Kisan advisory systems.

Improve regional-language dissemination.
Strengthen AI and climate-data integration.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Debate on the future of Tamil Nadu’s
“Dravidian Model” after the rise of TVK under
C. Joseph Vijay.
Concerns regarding:

Jobless growth
Weakening MSMEs
Rising contractualisation
Declining returns from higher education.

Tamil Nadu historically combined:
Industrial growth
Welfare policies
Social justice measures.

Key Points
Tamil Nadu attracted major global
investments:

Hyundai
Ford
Nokia
Foxconn.

CMIE Data (2021–25):
Announced investments: ₹6.80 lakh crore
Completed investments: ₹1.57 lakh crore
Completion ratio: 23.09%.

Declining employment elasticity due to capital-
intensive growth.
MSMEs affected by:

Demonetisation
GST
COVID-19
Global tariff disruptions.

Higher Education GER:
Tamil Nadu: 51%

National Average: 27.1%.
Growth of gig economy and informal jobs
among educated youth.

Static Linkages
Inclusive growth requires both economic
growth and equitable distribution.
Employment elasticity indicates job creation
capacity of growth.
MSMEs are major contributors to employment
and exports.
Human capital formation depends on quality
education and employability.
Welfare measures without productive
employment may create fiscal stress.
Informalisation of labour weakens social
security and bargaining power.
Directive Principles aim to reduce inequalities
and ensure social justice.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Better human development indicators.
High educational access and social inclusion.
Stable industrial policy attracted investments.
Strong welfare architecture.

Challenges
Jobless and capital-intensive growth.
Weak employment generation despite
investments.
Rising informalisation and gig work.
Skill gap and employability crisis.
MSME sector distress.
Fiscal burden of expanding welfare schemes.

Way Forward
Promote labour-intensive manufacturing.
Strengthen MSME competitiveness and credit
support.
Improve quality of higher education.
Expand skill development linked with industry
demand.
Increase social security for gig workers.
Balance welfare spending with fiscal prudence.
Improve investment implementation and
employment outcomes.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Rising incidents of human deaths, crop damage
and livestock loss due to increasing interaction
between humans and wildlife in India and
globally.
Habitat fragmentation, deforestation,
infrastructure expansion and climate change
are increasing the frequency of conflicts.
Recent policy discussions emphasise
coexistence models, wildlife corridors and
community participation instead of purely
reactive measures.
India is focusing on compensation schemes,
early warning systems, solar fencing and
habitat restoration to reduce conflicts.

Key Points
Human-Wildlife Conflict (HWC) refers to
interaction between humans and wild animals
resulting in negative impacts on people,
wildlife or ecosystems.
Major conflict species in India:

Elephants
Tigers
Leopards
Wild boars
Monkeys

Key causes:
Habitat loss
Fragmentation of wildlife corridors
Agricultural expansion
Decline in prey base
Urbanisation
Climate change

Elephants require large migratory corridors;
blockage increases encounters with humans.
Predators attack livestock when natural prey
declines.
India has implemented:

Compensation mechanisms
Early warning systems
Solar fencing
GPS tracking

Successful global examples:
Community-based conservation in Botswana and
Namibia
Ecological corridors in Costa Rica
Real-time monitoring in Finland

Nepal and Bhutan have reduced conflict through:
Community-managed forests
Predator-proof livestock enclosures

Static Linkages
Article 48A – Protection of environment and wildlife.
Article 51A(g) – Fundamental duty to protect natural
environment.
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 provides legal framework
for wildlife conservation.
Project Elephant launched in 1992.
India hosts nearly 60% of global Asian elephant
population.
Wildlife corridors maintain genetic diversity and
species movement.
Eco-sensitive zones reduce pressure on protected
areas.
Habitat fragmentation decreases ecosystem carrying
capacity.
Community participation is essential for sustainable
conservation.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Protects biodiversity and ecological balance.
Reduces economic losses to farmers.
Promotes sustainable coexistence.
Supports long-term conservation goals.

Challenges
Delay in compensation payments.
Encroachment into forest areas.
Linear infrastructure projects disrupting corridors.
Poor coordination among States.
Lack of scientific land-use planning.
Climate change increasing resource stress.

Concerns
Rising human casualties reduce support for
conservation.
Marginal farmers bear disproportionate losses.
Development-conservation conflict persists.

Way Forward
Secure wildlife corridors through legal and ecological
measures.
Improve compensation delivery mechanisms.
Expand community-based conservation models.
Integrate ecology into infrastructure planning.
Strengthen real-time monitoring and early warning
systems.
Promote habitat restoration and afforestation.
Increase awareness among local communities.
Enhance inter-state coordination for migratory species.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Chief Justice of India Surya Kant launched:
One Case, One Data (OCOD) platform.
‘Su-Sahayak’ AI-based chatbot on Supreme
Court website.

Aim:
Improve judicial efficiency,
strengthen digital access,
create integrated judicial databases.

Part of broader judicial digitisation under:
e-Courts Mission Mode Project,
Digital India initiative.

Comes amid rising pendency and need for
faster case management.

Key Points
One Case, One Data (OCOD)

Creates a single digital identity for each case.
Tracks cases across:

District Courts,
High Courts,
Supreme Court.

Enables:
easier document access,
reduced duplication,
better judicial statistics,

faster verification.
‘Su-Sahayak’

AI-powered chatbot for Supreme Court services.
Assists users regarding:

case status,
orders,
judgments,
cause lists,
e-services.

Follows earlier AI tools:
SUVAS – translation tool,
SUPACE – legal research assistance.

Concerns
Digital divide affecting rural litigants and small lawyers.
Privacy and cybersecurity risks.
Bias in AI systems.
Need for multilingual and voice-based accessibility.
Risk of excessive dependence on technology.

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before law.
Article 21 – Right to fair procedure and access to
justice.
Article 39A – Equal justice and free legal aid.
Right to Privacy judgment (Puttaswamy Case, 2017).
e-Courts Mission Mode Project.
National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG).
Digital India Programme.
Principles of:

Rule of Law,
Judicial Accountability,
Good Governance,
E-Governance.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Faster disposal and tracking of cases.
Better coordination among courts.
Reduces paperwork and delays.
Promotes transparency.
Supports data-driven judicial reforms.

Challenges
Unequal digital infrastructure.
Low digital literacy among litigants.
Data protection concerns.
AI bias against vulnerable groups.
Increased dependence on private tech systems.

Ethical Concerns
AI should assist, not replace judges.
Need for human oversight.
Ensuring fairness and non-discrimination.

Way Forward
Develop multilingual and voice-enabled systems.
Strengthen cybersecurity safeguards.
Provide digital training for court staff and lawyers.
Ensure affordable digital infrastructure at district level.
Establish AI ethics and accountability framework.
Maintain hybrid online-offline judicial access.
Periodic audit of AI systems for bias and transparency.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited the UAE
amid rising tensions in West Asia and
uncertainty over the U.S.-Iran ceasefire.
India is simultaneously expanding engagement
with Europe, BRICS, Quad, and African nations.
The developments reflect India’s evolving
strategy of multi-alignment and strategic
autonomy.
The article highlights five guiding principles of
India’s diplomacy:

Reciprocity
Diversification
Strategic Flexibility
Strategic Expansion
Domestic Renewal

Key Points
UAE is a major partner for India in:

Energy security
Investments
Diaspora engagement
Counter-terror cooperation

Europe is important for:
Trade diversification
Green technology
Advanced manufacturing
FTA negotiations

India engages with both BRICS and Quad,
reflecting issue-based partnerships.
Africa is strategically significant because of:

Critical minerals
Young population
Expanding markets
Maritime importance

India’s foreign policy increasingly focuses on:
Supply-chain resilience
Economic security
Technological partnerships
Indo-Pacific stability

Static Linkages
Strategic Autonomy
Panchsheel Principles
Non-Alignment Movement
Multi-Alignment
Balance of Power
South-South Cooperation
Energy Security
Maritime Security
Indo-Pacific Strategy
Diaspora Diplomacy
Blue Economy
Critical Minerals
Globalisation and Trade Blocs
Supply Chain Resilience

Critical Analysis
Positives

Enhances India’s strategic flexibility.
Reduces dependence on any single power bloc.
Strengthens energy and trade security.
Expands India’s influence in Global South.
Improves technology and investment access.
Balances China’s growing geopolitical influence.

Challenges
Simultaneously balancing U.S., Russia, Europe, and
West Asia is difficult.
West Asian instability threatens:

Oil supplies
Shipping routes
Indian diaspora

BRICS lacks internal cohesion.
Quad may increase strategic tensions with China.
India faces implementation deficits in overseas
projects.
Domestic economic bottlenecks reduce external
leverage.

Stakeholder Perspective
Gulf countries seek stable strategic partners.
Europe views India as a trusted democratic and
economic partner.
African nations expect faster investment and
connectivity projects.
Indian industry seeks market access and technology
transfer.

Way Forward
Accelerate domestic economic reforms.
Strengthen manufacturing and export
competitiveness.
Expand trade agreements with Europe and Africa.
Diversify energy imports and strategic reserves.
Improve implementation of overseas infrastructure
projects.
Enhance maritime security in the Indian Ocean
Region.
Build resilient supply chains for critical minerals and
semiconductors.
Continue strategic autonomy with issue-based
cooperation.

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH



KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Russia and Ukraine observed a temporary 72-
hour ceasefire around Russia’s Victory Day
celebrations.
The ceasefire was linked to commemoration of
Allied victory in World War II.
Hostilities resumed after the ceasefire period
ended.
Discussions on long-term ceasefire and peace
negotiations have again gained momentum.
The conflict continues amid economic stress in
Europe, reduced Western enthusiasm for
prolonged war, and evolving geopolitical
alignments.

Key Points
Russia considers the “Great Patriotic War”
central to its national identity.
Soviet Union suffered around 26 million deaths
during World War II.
Russia currently controls:

Crimea
Parts of Donetsk
Luhansk
Zaporizhzhia
Kherson

Ukraine seeks:
Restoration of territorial integrity
Security guarantees
Continued Western support

Russia demands:
No NATO membership for Ukraine

Recognition of occupied territories
Revised European security framework

US and European support to Ukraine is showing
signs of strategic fatigue.
European economies are facing:

Energy insecurity
Inflationary pressures
Rising defence expenditure

The war has affected:
Global food supply chains
Fertilizer exports
Crude oil and gas markets

Static Linkages
Sovereignty and territorial integrity are core
principles of international law.
Article 2(4) of the UN Charter prohibits
aggression against sovereign states.
Article 51 of the UN Charter recognises the
right to self-defence.
NATO was formed in 1949 as a collective
defence alliance.
Balance of Power is a major concept in realist
theory of international relations.
Economic sanctions are instruments of
coercive diplomacy.
Strategic autonomy is an important pillar of
India’s foreign policy.
Wars significantly influence global energy and
food security.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities

Ceasefire may reduce humanitarian crisis.
Possibility of diplomatic negotiations
increases.
Reduction in volatility of global food and
energy prices.
Europe may stabilise economically.
Scope for rebuilding global supply chains.

Challenges
Territorial disputes remain unresolved.
Mutual distrust between Russia and Ukraine.
NATO expansion remains a major security
concern for Russia.
Ukraine fears loss of sovereignty and territory.
Risk of prolonged proxy conflict persists.
Continued sanctions may deepen global
economic fragmentation.

Implications for India
Positive

Stable crude oil prices may help India control
inflation.
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Peace may improve global trade conditions.
India’s balanced diplomacy strengthens
strategic credibility.

Concerns
Continued instability affects fertilizer and
energy imports.
Geopolitical polarisation may pressure India
diplomatically.
Prolonged conflict impacts global economic
growth.

Way Forward
Immediate humanitarian ceasefire mechanism.
Direct negotiations between Russia and
Ukraine.
Greater role for multilateral diplomacy through
UN mechanisms.
Balanced European security architecture.
Respect for sovereignty alongside security
guarantees.
Long-term reconstruction and economic
stabilisation framework.
Diversification of global energy and food
supply chains.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

NEET-UG examination faced allegations of
paper leak and irregularities.
Examination was conducted for more than 22
lakh students seeking admission to medical
colleges.
Investigation revealed similarities between
actual paper and pre-circulated “guess
papers”.
Case handed over to CBI for investigation.
Issue raised concerns over credibility of
National Testing Agency (NTA).
Second major controversy related to NEET in
recent years.

Key Exam Points
NTA established: 2017 under Ministry of
Education.
Purpose: Conduct transparent, efficient, and
standardised national-level entrance
examinations.

Major exams conducted by NTA:NEET
JEE Main
CUET
UGC-NET
NEET scale:Around 22 lakh candidates
~1.3 lakh MBBS seats
Conducted across thousands of centres.
Committee formed after earlier
controversy:Headed by former ISRO
Chairman K. Radhakrishnan.

Key recommendations:Digital-first
examination system
Strong accountability mechanisms
Better cybersecurity safeguards
Monitoring of private vendors

Static Linkages
Equality before law and equal opportunity.
Transparency and accountability in
governance.
Rule of Law.
Good governance principles.
Probity in public administration.
Role of technology in governance.
Human capital and demographic dividend.
Ethical conduct in public institutions.
Delegated administration and accountability.
E-governance reforms.

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Repeated paper leaks undermine meritocracy.
Loss of trust in public institutions.
Psychological stress on students.
Coaching-centre and paper-leak nexus.
Weak monitoring of outsourced vendors.
Lack of institutional accountability.
Centralised exams create large-scale
vulnerability.

Governance Issues
Failure of examination security systems.
Weak coordination between agencies.
Poor accountability framework.
Delayed reforms despite previous
controversies.

Ethical Dimensions
Violation of fairness and equal opportunity.
Injustice to honest students.
Commercialisation of education system.

Way Forward
End-to-end encrypted digital systems.
Strong chain-of-custody mechanism for
papers.
Independent examination regulatory authority.
Strict accountability for officials and vendors.
AI-based surveillance and anomaly detection.
Regular third-party security audits.
Strong anti-paper leak legislation.
Reduce excessive coaching dependence.
Transparent grievance redressal mechanism.

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH



KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

PM Narendra Modi advocated “natural
farming” and reduced dependence on chemical
fertilisers.
West Asia conflict and Strait of Hormuz
disruptions exposed India’s vulnerability due to
heavy fertiliser import dependence.
Debate revived on:

Fertiliser subsidy rationalisation
Balanced nutrient usage
Sustainable agriculture

Key Exam Points
India imports:

Almost entire potash requirement
Major phosphatic raw materials
LNG for urea production

Excessive use of:
Urea (46% Nitrogen)
DAP (46% Phosphorus)

Causes:
Soil nutrient imbalance
Decline in micronutrients
Soil degradation
Groundwater pollution

Nitrogen Use Efficiency (NUE) of urea:
Only ~30–35% absorbed by crops
Remaining lost through:

Volatilisation
Leaching
Runoff

Current subsidy structure:
Urea → price controlled
Non-urea fertilisers → Nutrient Based
Subsidy (NBS)

Major concern:
High fiscal burden of fertiliser subsidy
Import vulnerability during geopolitical
crises

Important Static Points
Fertilisers provide:

Nitrogen (vegetative growth)
Phosphorus (root development)
Potassium (disease resistance)
Sulphur (protein synthesis)

Nutrient Based Subsidy (2010):
Subsidy based on nutrient content
Objective: balanced fertilisation

Soil Health Card Scheme:
Scientific nutrient management
Soil testing-based fertiliser
recommendation

Excess nitrogen use leads to:
Eutrophication
Nitrous oxide emission (greenhouse gas)

Green Revolution increased dependence on:
HYV seeds
Irrigation
Chemical fertilisers

Critical Analysis
Advantages of Reform

Reduces subsidy burden
Promotes balanced fertilisation
Improves soil health
Reduces import dependence
Encourages sustainable farming

Challenges
Higher fertiliser prices may hurt small farmers
Natural farming may reduce yields initially
Political sensitivity of fertiliser pricing
Low farmer awareness regarding balanced
nutrient use

Way Forward
Gradual subsidy rationalisation
Shift towards direct income support
Promote nano urea and precision farming
Strengthen Soil Health Card implementation
Encourage organic carbon restoration
Diversify fertiliser import sources
Increase domestic fertiliser production
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