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VB-G RAM G to take effect on July 1
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

e The Union Government has notified that from 1
July 2026, the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), 2005
framework will be repealed.

e [t will be replaced by Viksit Bharat - Guarantee
for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) [VB-G
RAM G].

* The new legislation was passed by Parliament
in December 2025.

e The new framework changes the structure of
rural employment guarantees, funding pattern,
and implementation mechanism.

* The government stated that no labourer will be
deprived of employment during the transition
phase.

Key Provisions of the New Scheme
* Employment guarantee increased from 100
days to 125 days annually.
e Existing MGNREGA job cards with e-KYC remain
temporarily valid.
e Workers can continue demanding work:
o orally,
o through written applications,
o digitally.
* Provision for unemployment allowance
retained.
e Attendance to continue through National
Mobile Monitoring System (NMMS).
e Ongoing MGNREGA works may continue under
the new Act.
Major Changes from MGNREGA

Aspect MGNREGA VB-G RAM G
Nature Demand-driven NormaFive
legal guarantee allocation-based
framework
Work Guarantee 100 days 125 days

Aspect MGNREGA VB-G RAM G
W 60:40 Centre-Stat
agg 100% by Centre . entrem>tate
Funding sharing
. Open-ended v .
Budgeting demand-based Normative budgeting
Attendance = Manual + digital NMMS-based digital
attendance
Agricultural . Up to 60-day
Restriction No blackout period blackout possible

Important Concerns
1. Dilution of Rights-Based Approach
e MGNREGA was considered a rights-based
welfare legislation.
* Normative budgeting may weaken the legal
guarantee of work.
2. Fiscal Burden on States
e States now required to contribute to wage
expenditure.
e Poorer States may face implementation
difficulties.
3. Digital Exclusion
e Dependenceon:
o e-KYC,
o mobile attendance,
o internet connectivity.
e May exclude vulnerable workers in rural areas.
4. Blackout Period Provision
e States can suspend employment guarantee
during peak agricultural seasons.
e Criticism:
o weakens labour bargaining power,
o benefits large farmers,
o reduces worker autonomy.
5. Federalism Concerns
e Limited pre-legislative consultation with
States.
e Raises questions on cooperative federalism.

Important Data
e According to LibTech (May 2026):
o 11.58 crore registered workers (45.4%)
pending e-KYC.
o 0.95 crore active workers (9.5%) pending e-
KYC.
Constitutional & Governance Linkages
e Article 41 - Right to work (Directive Principles).
e Article 39(a) - Adequate livelihood.
e Welfare State principle.
e Decentralisation through Panchayati Raj
Institutions.
e Social audit and participatory governance.
* Inclusive growth and rural development.



Prelims Pointers

MGNREGA enacted in 2005.

Provides legal guarantee of wage employment.
Originally guaranteed 100 days of work.

Social audit is mandatory under MGNREGA.
Gram Sabha plays important role in
identification of works.

MGNREGA is implemented by Ministry of Rural
Development.

Mains Value Addition
Arguments Supporting the New Scheme

Increased employment guarantee.

Better integration with livelihood creation.
Greater State accountability.

Potential reduction in leakages through digital
monitoring.

Criticisms

Weakening of demand-driven nature.
Possible exclusion due to digital dependency.
Increased financial burden on States.
Concerns regarding labour rights during
blackout periods.

Way Forward

Retain genuine demand-driven employment
guarantee.

Ensure no exclusion due to digital barriers.
Strengthen social audits and grievance
redressal.

Provide additional support to fiscally weak
States.

Increase transparency in budget allocation
formula.

Improve internet and digital infrastructure in
rural areas.

Ensure Gram Sabha participation in planning
and monitoring.




The enduring democratic message of a royal charter
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Context of the News
e King Charles Ill, during his address to the U.S.
Congress, referred to the Magna Carta (1215)
and highlighted that executive power must
remain subject to “checks and balances.”
e The reference gained significance amid global
debates on:
o Constitutionalism
o Executive accountability
o Democratic backsliding
o Rule of Law
* Magna Carta is regarded as the foundational
document for limiting arbitrary state power

Bharati Case (1973)
e ADM Jabalpur Case (1976)
e Constitutional Morality -» Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
e Checks and Balances in democratic
governance

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Reinforces supremacy of law over arbitrary
authority.
* Protects civil liberties and democratic rights.
e Strengthens accountability of elected

for Aol governments.
and establishing constitutional governance. * Ensures institutional balance among organs of
. state.
Key Points Challenges

* Magna Carta (1215):
o Signed between King John and English
barons.
o Established that the ruler is not above law.
o Introduced the concept of:
= Rule of Law
= Due Process
= |Limited Government
¢ |nfluenced:
o British constitutional evolution
o U.S. Constitution
o Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR)
o Modern democratic constitutions
¢ [ndian constitutional parallels:
o Article 14 » Equality before law
o Judicial Review

¢ Executive dominance over institutions.

* Misuse of emergency powers.

e Weak parliamentary scrutiny.

e Political polarization affecting democratic
functioning.

¢ Delays in justice delivery weaken Rule of Law.

Way Forward
e Strengthen institutional independence.
* Ensure robust parliamentary oversight.
e Promote constitutional literacy.
e Safeguard judicial autonomy.
e Uphold constitutional morality in governance.
¢ Prevent concentration of executive powers.




A new phase in the India-Vietnam strategic partnership
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

Viethamese President T6 Lam visited India
during May 5-7, 2026.

India and Vietnam elevated bilateral ties to an
Enhanced Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership.
Agreements signed in:

o Defence

o Maritime security

o Rare earth cooperation

o Digital payments

o Energy and technology
Visit assumes significance amid:

o Rising tensions in South China Sea

o China’s maritime assertiveness

o Growing Indo-Pacific strategic competition
India reaffirmed support for:

o ASEAN centrality

o Rule-based maritime order

o Freedom of navigation under UNCLOS

1982.

Key Points

India-Vietnam relations upgraded from:
o Strategic Partnership (2007)
o Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
(2016)
o Enhanced Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership (2026)
Defence cooperation is the central pillar of
ties.
India transferred INS Kirpan to Vietnam in
2023.
BrahMos missile export discussions indicate
deeper strategic trust.
Bilateral trade crossed $16 billion.
Trade target: $25 billion by 2030.
Vietnam is strategically important for:
o Supply chain diversification
o Indo-Pacific balancing
o ASEAN outreach

Cooperation expanding into:

o Critical minerals

o Semiconductor ecosystem
o Emerging technologies

o Maritime security
Both countries support:

o UNCLOS 1982

o Peaceful dispute resolution
o Strategic autonomy.

Static Linkages

Act East Policy replaced Look East Policy in 2014.
ASEAN centrality is a key pillar of India’s Indo-
Pacific vision.

UNCLOS 1982 governs maritime boundaries and
EEZ rights.

South China Sea is strategically important for
global trade routes.

Strategic autonomy remains a core principle of
Indian foreign policy.

Rare earth minerals are critical for defence and
clean-energy technologies.

Minilateralism refers to flexible issue-based
strategic cooperation.

Defence diplomacy includes:

Military training

Defence exports

Joint exercises

o
(o]
o
o Maritime cooperation

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens India’s strategic footprint in
Southeast Asia.

Enhances maritime balancing in Indo-Pacific.
Supports diversification away from China-centric
supply chains.

Expands India’s defence exports.
Reinforces India’s Act East Policy.

Challenges

Possible Chinese strategic backlash.
Connectivity and logistics bottlenecks.

Slow implementation of defence projects.
Limited private-sector participation.

ASEAN internal divisions on South China Sea
issues.

Way Forward

Fast-track defence industrial cooperation.
Enhance maritime domain awareness sharing.
Expand cooperation in semiconductors and rare
earths.

Improve connectivity and trade facilitation.
Strengthen ASEAN-led Indo-Pacific mechanisms.
Increase private-sector and technological
collaboration.



Belated warning
Narendra Modi's suggestions to Indians
imply a serious economic impact

rime Minister Narendra Modis seven-

point czll to actien for the citizens of In-

dlia Lays bare the severity of the impact of
thie West Asia crisis. Funther, apart from its impdi-
cations, Mr. Modi's message is problematic for
two other key reasons: it timing and content, A
key par of his message was w urge people 1o
work from home and reduce their foel usage. A
mone effective approach might have been o lead
Iy escamipde. Yet, M. Modi®s message comes diys
after he and his Cabinet colleagues flew all over
the country and organised roadshows to came
paign for the recent elections. Neither did any of
his pre-election speeches mention these e,
His message also comes on the back of daily reas-
surances by his government’s officiats that there
was nothing toworry, Clearly, there i, The Prime
Mindster's message also follows various Minkters®
attempts to heap praise on him for not raising pe
ol and diesel prices. A dedision not o further
barden the common man is welcome, bat the fip
sicde ks that it Fails to impeess upon them the necd
o curtail consumplion. The government ook
that strategic call before the elections, and is now
wrying to dilute it Perhaps a hike in fuel prices
will follow zoon. The Prime Mindster's speech al-
s0 coincided with a similar call vo action for In-
dian corporates by the Confederation of Indian
Industry. This kind of coordinated messaging
poines to a dlire sisuation. Several of the Prinse Mi-
nister's cuggestions might ales have other nega
tive impacts that could be more serious than the
problems they are trying o address. Some others
might simiply not be as effective as he hopes.

1 farmers stop using chemical fentilizers, as he
has urged, the immediate impact will be on crop
output at a time when El Nifio is already set to
hart it. High-frequency indicators ane already re-
vealing the econamic damage of the West Asia
erisis, Thiswill ondy exacerbate the situation, The
suggestion to stop forefgn travel will conserve fo-
reign exchange, but Reserve Bank of india (RED
data up 1o February 2026 shows that Indians” fo-
reign travel spending in 202526 was already
diown by 3%. March, the first month after the Iran
war broke out, is Ekely to have seen an even shar.
per decline. The real pressure on the rupes and
India’s Foreign exchange is becasse fareign insti-
tutional investors are pulling out while the RE s
using valuable dollars w shore up the Eilling cur-
rency. Urging Indians to buy local i another way
of asking them to consume less, since purely
damestic supply is not nearly enough to cater to
the demand, Asking them to buy less gold is also
likely 1o be futile, All this means that the ccono-
my is in for a hard time over the next few months
- a warning the Prime Minister should have dedi
vered much earler, elections or no elections.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News
* Prime Minister Narendra Modi appealed to
citizens to:
o Reduce fuel consumption,

Work from home,

Buy local products,

Reduce gold purchases,

Avoid unnecessary foreign travel,

o Use fertilizers judiciously.
* The appeal comes amid:
o Escalating conflict in West Asia,
o Rising global crude oil prices,
o Pressure on Indian rupee and forex
reserves,
o Fear of imported inflation.

e [ndia imports around 85% of its crude oil
requirement, making it vulnerable to
geopolitical disruptions in West Asia.

e Concerns have increased regarding:

o Current Account Deficit (CAD),

o [nflation,

o Fiscal stress,

o Agricultural output under possible El Nifio
conditions.

O O O o

Key Points

e West Asia is strategically important for India’s:

o Energy security,

o Trade,

o Diaspora,

o Maritime interests.
Increase in crude oil prices affects:

o |nflation (CPI/WPI),

o Fiscal deficit,

o CAD,

o Rupee value.
Foreign Institutional Investor (FIl) outflows
increase pressure on forex reserves.
RBI intervenes in forex markets to stabilize
rupee volatility.
Gold imports significantly impact India’s
import bill.
Reduced fertilizer use without alternatives may
affect food security and crop productivity.
“Buy Local” aligns with Atmanirbhar Bharat and
import substitution strategy.
Work-from-home recommendation reflects
demand-side energy management.

Static Linkages
e Oil price shocks historically affected Indian

economy during:

o 1973 Qil Crisis,

o Gulf War,

o Russia-Ukraine conflict.
Current Account Deficit widens when import
expenditure rises sharply.
Imported inflation occurs when global
commodity prices rise.
Forex reserves are used to stabilize exchange
rate volatility.
Strategic Petroleum Reserves help manage
energy supply disruptions.
El Nifio conditions can weaken monsoon and
reduce agricultural output.
Fertilizer subsidies form an important
component of India’s agricultural support
system.
Energy diversification improves economic
resilience.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Encourages resource conservation.

May reduce pressure on fuel imports and CAD.
Supports domestic manufacturing.

Promotes long-term energy efficiency.
Reduction in gold imports can improve
external balances.



Concerns

Delay in public warning despite visible global
crisis.

Reduced fertilizer use may lower agricultural
productivity.

Domestic manufacturing capacity may not fully
meet demand.

Consumption slowdown can affect economic
growth.

Fll outflows and rupee depreciation require
structural policy response.

Way Forward

Diversify crude oil import sources.

Expand renewable energy capacity.
Increase Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Promote energy-efficient public transport.
Improve fertilizer-use efficiency through nano-
fertilizers.

Strengthen export competitiveness.
Enhance domestic manufacturing under PLI
schemes.

Maintain transparent economic
communication during crises.




The timing of the show-cause notice to
Vinesh Phogat is suspect

ouble World championships bronze me-

dalist Vinesh Phogat’s comeback bid af-

ter a sabbatical following the Paris Olym-
pics hit a roadblock when the Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI) found her ineligible as
per a United World Wrestling (L'WW) rule, which
requires retired athletes 1o inform the world bo-
dy six months prior wo their intended return 1o
competition. With an eye on the 2028 Los An-
geles Olympics, Phogat - a prominent face in the
2023 wrestlers’ protest and one of the six women
who brought allegations of sexual harassment
and started a begal battle against former WFI pre-
sident Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh - was aiming
for a brave comehack in the Open Ranking tour-
nament at the Nandini Nagar Mahavidyalaya; Brij
Bhushan, also a Gonda strongman and former
BIF Member of Parliament, owns it. The National
Federation, which is headed by Brij Bhushan's
close aide Sanjay Singh, also issued a show-cause
notice to Phogat on three separate, prominent
grounds, Firstly, that she did not adhere 1o the
S0kg weight limit and was disqualified after
reaching the final at the Paris Olympics. It result-
ed in her disqualification, a boss of medal and ne-
gative publicity. Second, as an athlete in the regis-
tered testing pool, whe is required to give a time
slot every day and be available for dope tests, she
had multiple whereabouts faflures, including on
December 18, shortly after announcing her co-
meback. Third, Phogat violated a UWW rule by
competing in two weight categories, 50kg and
53kg, at a selection trial in March 2024 for an
Olympic qualifying event.

But the timing of the show-cause notice and
the charges, which Phogat has rubbished, raises
doubts about the inténtions behind it As for the
Paris fiasco, it happened two years ago. Under
World Anti-Doping Agency rules, three missed
tests and/for filing failures within a 12-month pe-
riod constitute an anti-doping rule violation. Itis,
however, not applicable in Phogat's case. More-
over, the UWW and National Anti-Doping Agency
are the authorities concerned to deal with doping
issues, The trials, in which Phogat participated in
two weights, were held by an ad hoc body as the
WF1 was not recognised by the government at the
time, As a parent body, the WFI should have
shown maturity in handling Phogat's comeback.
Instead, it clubbed together different matters
spanning two years to thwart the 31-year-old’s re-
turn., Phogat, who ks a Congress legislator from
Haryana, has shown her strong temperament
and ks working with her legal team to respond to
the show-cause notice within 14 days. Meanwhile,
the UWW should step in to stop the ugly bout bet-
ween a decorated wrestler and the WFI. India
can do without further embarrassment on this

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

* Vinesh Phogat faced hurdles in her comeback
attempt after the Wrestling Federation of India

declared her ineligible under United World
Wrestling (UWW) rules.

e UWW requires retired wrestlers to notify the

body six months before returning to
international competition.
* WFlissued a show-cause notice citing:
o Disqualification at Paris Olympics after
failing the 50 kg weight requirement.

o Alleged whereabouts failures under anti-

doping rules.
o Participation in two weight categories
during Olympic selection trials.
* Theissue is linked to the 2023 wrestlers’

protest against former WFI chief Brij Bhushan

Sharan Singh over allegations of sexual
harassment.

¢ The controversy has again highlighted
concerns regarding transparency, athlete

rights, and governance in sports federations.

Key Points
e UWW is the global governing body for
wrestling.

WFI is responsible for regulation and selection
of wrestlers in India.
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) norms:

o Three whereabouts failures within 12
months amount to an anti-doping rule
violation.

National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA):

o Apex anti-doping body in India.

o Functions under Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports.

Sports federations in India operate under the
National Sports Development Code, 2011.
Key concerns in Indian sports governance:

o Politicisation of sports bodies

Conflict of interest

Lack of athlete representation
Weak grievance redressal systems
Gender safety concerns

O O O o

Static Linkages

Equality before law and equal protection of
laws.
Protection of dignity and safe working
environment.
Principles of natural justice:

o Right to fair hearing

o Rule against bias
Transparency and accountability are essential
features of good governance.
Autonomous bodies receiving public support
remain subject to public accountability.
Ethical administration requires impartiality and
fairness.
Women’s participation in public spaces
requires institutional safeguards.
International sports governance increasingly
emphasizes athlete welfare and safe sport
policies.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Highlights need for institutional accountability
in sports governance.

Reflects growing assertion of athlete rights in
India.

Brings focus on gender justice and safe
sporting environments.

Concerns

Timing of disciplinary action raises questions of
selective targeting.

Administrative disputes negatively affect
athlete morale and preparation.
Repeated controversies reduce India’s
credibility in global sports.



e Lack of independent grievance mechanisms
weakens athlete confidence.
Governance Challenges
e Excessive political influence in sports
federations.
e Weak implementation of governance reforms.
* Limited transparency in disciplinary and
selection processes.
* [nadequate athlete participation in decision-
making.
Ethical Dimensions
* Conflict between institutional authority and
fairness.
* Need for impartial and non-retaliatory
governance.
* Importance of safeguarding dignity of women
athletes.

Way Forward

e Strengthen implementation of National Sports
Development Code.

¢ Establish independent grievance redressal
mechanism for athletes.

e Ensure athlete representation in federation
governance.

* Improve transparency in selection and
disciplinary proceedings.

e Strengthen gender-sensitivity and safe sport
mechanisms.

e Reduce political interference in sports bodies.

* Enhance coordination among WFI, NADA,
Sports Authority of India, and UWW.

* Promote ethics-based and athlete-centric
sports administration.
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KEY HIGH LlGHTS economic reforms.

e Economic liberalisation shifted India towards export-led
growth and global integration.
Excessive fertiliser subsidies distort nutrient balance in
agriculture.

Context of the News
* Prime Minister Narendra Modi urged citizens to
reduce imports and conserve foreign exchange

reserves amid rising geopolitical tensions in e Energy security is a critical aspect of economic security.
West Asia.
* Suggestions included: Critical Analysis
o Reducing gold purchases Positives
o Working from home to save fuel e Reducing non-essential imports may improve CAD
o Lowering edible oil consumption temporarily.
o Promoting natural farming and reducing e Promotes awareness regarding external sector stability.

e Supports Atmanirbhar Bharat and domestic
manufacturing.
e Encourages sustainable consumption practices.

chemical fertiliser use
o Encouraging purchase of “Made in India”

goods . e Reduced oil dependence improves energy security.
* The backdrop is concern over: Concerns
o Rising crude oil prices e Consumption reduction may slow economic growth.
o Pressure on India’s external sector e Lower demand can discourage private investment.
o Rupee depreciation e India cannot rapidly replace imported crude oil and
o Weakening Balance of Payments (BoP) fertiliser inputs.
position e Excessive protectionism may reduce competitiveness.

e Reduced fertiliser usage without alternatives may impact
productivity.

Key PanFs . e Import compression alone is not a sustainable long-term
e [ndia imports large quantities of: strategy.
o Crude oil
o Gold Way Forward
o Edible oils e Increase export competitiveness through manufacturing
o Fertilisers reforms.
e Higher imports increase demand for dollars ¢ Diversify energy basket towards renewables and green
and widen the Current Account Deficit (CAD). hydrogen.

e Promote domestic production of edible oils and
fertilisers.

e Improve ease of doing business to attract investments.

e Focus on productivity-led growth instead of

¢ |ndiafinances CAD through:
o Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
o Foreign Portfolio Investment (FPI)

o External borrowings consumption compression.
* Weak capital inflows can create BoP stress and ¢ Rationalise fertiliser subsidies for balanced nutrient use.
pressure on the rupee. e Strengthen logistics and infrastructure to support
exports.

e Expand strategic petroleum reserves and forex buffers.
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environmental sustainability.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e Ongoing geopolitical tensions in West Asia have

disrupted shipping through the Strait of
Hormuz, a critical global oil transit route.

* The prolonged disruption has raised concerns
regarding global energy security and fuel
prices.

* India, dependent on crude oil imports, faces
risks related to energy supply, inflation, fiscal
burden, and current account deficit.

* The government increased LPG production,
prioritised domestic supply, and reduced
excise duties to shield consumers.

Key Points

e Strait of Hormuz is one of the world’s most
important oil chokepoints.

* India imports nearly 85% of its crude oil
requirement.

e LPG production reportedly increased from
36,000 MT/day to 54,000 MT/day during the
crisis.

e Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) in India
stand at about 5.33 MMT.

e Ethanol blending increased to 20%, reducing
dependence on imported crude.

e Excise duty reductions and OMC losses helped
prevent steep domestic fuel price hikes.

e Rising oil prices can increase:

o [nflation

o Fiscal deficit

o Current account deficit
o Rupee depreciation

Static Linkages

e Energy security is essential for economic
sovereignty.

e Maritime chokepoints influence global trade
and strategic stability.

Fuel taxation is an important revenue source
for both Union and State governments.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Highlights India’s vulnerability to external
energy shocks.

Demonstrates importance of strategic
petroleum reserves.

Shows need for long-term energy
diversification.

Challenges

High dependence on imported crude oil.
Fiscal burden due to fuel subsidies and excise
cuts.

Stress on Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs).
Rising inflation and external sector pressure.

Concerns

Prolonged geopolitical instability may disrupt
economic growth.

Dependence on fossil fuels conflicts with
climate commitments.

Limited domestic crude production reduces
energy resilience.

Way Forward

Diversify crude import sources.

Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Accelerate renewable energy transition.
Promote ethanol blending and biofuels.
Increase domestic exploration and production.
Strengthen maritime security cooperation.
Encourage electric mobility and energy
efficiency.



When women enter the

l . 1 d h e |ndia already has women’s reservation in:
egislature, the agenda changes o Panchayats,
HE NARI Shakti Vandan Ad-  and patriarchal control persist. But o Urban local bodies.
e AtAI WM ki tice 1 anghd rslisre kA ;
L thit, 3 .
mﬁmm:s tositin agendachanges, ® SeVeral States prOVIde‘
sidine K oo Sodaaanittldhckionsy 1 prs e st 1he Tt o it o 50% reservation in local bodies.
SHWETA tmmﬂﬁﬁl’ﬂf&“{a’"ﬁm m'!if?;t?ﬁfﬁhf.fofﬁs“{'f'ﬁ;:ﬁ e Global examp[es'
BansAL asgemblies for women. Thisisa structural | women's répresentation dramatically, .

intervention in a political order that has
treated male dominance as natural.
Women farm nearly half the population,
et they have hovered around 14 per cent
inthe Lok Sabha, with even weaker rep-
resentation in many states. They largely
remain outslde the institutions that de-
cideon labour, violence, health, land, wel-
fare, and economic policy.

The Constitution (131t Amendrsent)

Women legislators helped advance Laws
on gender-tased violence and land rights.
Vel questions remained aboul party
control, elite networks, and whether all
women, especially the most marginal-
ised, gained meaningful power, Many
Nordlc countrles used veluntary
party measures 1o drive up women's
representation. Their parliaments have
shaped policies on parental leave, work-

o Rwanda - constitutional quota model,
o Nordic countries — party quota model.

Static Linkages

Bill, 2026 has not passed musterin Parlia-  life balance, and equity., Still, even these e Article 14 - Equa[ity before law.
ment. But the Prime Minister's renewed  countries have not escaped sexst political
push has reopened a central question:  cultures, harkssment, informal exclusion, H — H el
Should India continue towait for perfect  ete. New Zealand and Germany tell a b ArtICle 15(3) SpeCIal pl’OVISIOI’]S for women and
conditiens before correcting a deep  similar story, Representation did not di- .
democratic imbalance? lute merir. Itexpanded the understanding Ch”.d ren.
The answer is a firm no. Concerns  of merit. But numbers alone did not dis- A t l 16 E lt f t t
around delimitation and federal balance  solve imbalances. o I'tl - | r ni .
deserveattention. Any redmawing of seats India should learn from these, C e q Ua y 0 Oppo u y
can shai anxfeties between reglons,  Quotas must come with stronger inner- H — H H H
md?l;’;houldbcmanagnd.n?umd party democracy, falrer candbdate selee- ® Artlc"e 39(a) Equal rlght to l'lvel'lhOOd‘
asexcuses for indefinite delay, Acountry  tion, campaign finance reform, and . .
of L billion people cannet keepircating  pathveays for women from marginaliscd e 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act.
wiamen's political exclusion asatechnical  communities. . .
inconvendence, Delimitation may carry The Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam’s )
costs, but so does postgy . India 1 clawee also invites review. 74th ConStItUtlonal Amendment ACt
has already paid the price forgenerations,  This is appropriate, Any major demo- H H H H H
The pandemicexposed howunevenly  cratic reform shoubd be judged by what it ° Del.|m|tat|0n CommISSIOn-
crisis falls on women. Women lost jobs  achieves, who it includes, and how it . .
»  disproportionately, absorbed mors un-  changespolitical practice. Acritieal mass e Universal Adult Franchise.
AI_CTlemm paid care work. and faced rising viclence  of women can change the culture of Par-
ofwomencan  behind closed doors. Climate stress,  lament, the priorities of parties, and the ° i
change the ;sl:lrmhndh:l:as. echtali&mgaé!s.[nuhliu upg;:}iunstiﬂlxersﬁmgbwbumgﬁy Representatlve democracy'
ealth, nutrition, migration, and informal — not ard clearly at first. Thefe may . .
culture.of labour all demand perspectives that  familial, party, and institutional con- e Substantive eqg Uallty.
Parliament,the  male-dominated legislatures have too  straints. But over time, it can shift the .. .
prioriticsof  oftenignored. boundaries of the possibie. e Participative governance.
parties, andthe India already has experience with In debaredelimitation, fed-
1 women's reservatlon in panchayats,  eral balance, sub-quetas, rotation, and H
m‘mm'mo{ where one-third, and In many states  implementation. But it should also recog- ® Gender bUdgetlng
volers, Over nearly half, of the seats have been  nisethatwomen have waited fordecades, .
time, it can reserved for women since the 19905, It's time they entered legislatures as co- ° SDG 5 - Gender Eq ua“ty
shift the Women sarpanchs have often prioritised  authors of the republic, A Partiament that CEDAW Y
. water, sanitation, schools, nutrition,  looks more like India will make democ- [
hﬁ"nda"f:ﬂur roads, and local accountabllity. Thelr  racy more honest. Commltments'
TJ'IBPGSSIIJI! presence has not solved every problem.

Proxy politics, caste hierarchies,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

The writer iz an 5 oficer. Views ane parsonsl

Critical Analysis

Context of the News Significance e
* Renewed debate on implementation of the Nari * Improves political m.dus'q.j orwomen.
Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam for reservation of ° En_hances democratic letgltl'macy. . .
. . e Brings gender perspective into policymaking.
women in l.eglslatures. ] e Strengthens participatory democracy.
* Proposal aims to reserve 33% seats in Lok e Experience from Panchayats shows better focus on:
Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies for o Health,
women. o Nutrition,
* Women’s representation in Lok Sabha remains o Education,
around 14-15%, lower than global averages in o Water and sanitation.
many democracies. Challenges \ S
« Implementation linked with: e Implementation dependent on delimitation.
o C ' e Rotation may reduce accountability.
er?su.s, . . e Risk of proxy representation.
° Del'm'tat'on gxeruse. e Lack of inner-party democracy.
* Debate includes issues of: e Debate over OBC sub-quota.
o Federal balance, e Numerical representation may not ensure

o Political inclusion,
o Substantive democracy,

substantive empowerment.

Constitutional Dimension

o Gender justice. e Based on principle of substantive equality.
e Supported by Article 15(3).
Key Points e Balances equality with affirmative action.
* Reservation applicable to: Way Forward
° Lok Sabha, e Time-bound implementation after delimitation.
o State Assemblies, e Strengthen political training for women leaders.
o SC/ST reserved seats. e Ensureinternal party reforms.
* Reservation to operate through rotation of e Improve campaign finance access for women.
constituencies. e Consider intersectional representation.
e Proposed validity: e Strengthen institutional safeguards against proxy
o 15 years from commencement. politics.
)

Promote gender-sensitive legislative functioning.



Most important Allesson
must be taught athome

NAPRILL the Union Education Mindster bunched
thenew CESE dorsal think-
ingandartificial inmelligence for studentsof Classes
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think. I researchiers from

theUni
L0400 Turkish: high-school maths students who were given Al
ool during practice. They found that these given unrestricted
Al acoeds scared 48 per cent better than pesrs who stisdied with-
autit, mu'henLA.[was withdrawn. those who had used it did 17

P wsed .
The cage againgt Al in education is narrower than these
mumbers suggest. Acollege student of mine stragghes with Eng-
Rish. He uses Al'to re-expladn the class notes in the language he
thinksin, The same tool that hollows cut one udent's eaming
canopen another's. Which way it goes depends onthe student’s
P-Iﬂsemem_mpnhcy canmadnmwmmamm reactes for
dson what the

Heool dy il what! hold rewards. The formerts
ouside a pasent’s control. The laner Lsm(.]l'mcexmmlon ar
home is highest-marks-in-cvery-subject, an overloaded childwill
Mloetysearch forshoeuts. Schools that reward high marks share
the blame. But parents have a larger stake in how their childnen
tum out. and mst meaove first, What docs that mean in

Takethe child into confidence. The cost ofletting the ﬂm
bot dotheirthinking is real, and most children can absorb this
forthechatbot  ifanadultexplains it They would love tothink for themselves;
tounderstand they outsource because, in the moment, the altemative is

harder, Then recalibrate. When your child reports amark. ask
OrtoOUISOURCE  jugw they got it. Ithe work was thelr own, praise it and let the
dependson . Ifthewor sy 5o, and

Whethera
child reaches

what the withhald mla‘ \bnrodlhiswﬂemthmnvwrmﬁl]l::r
e acy. Thepoint yourchild
wol werk but knowing thess tools well encisgh to ask sharp ques-
demandsand umﬁamu[[he:rpmccs:s_
what the how Al works,
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: el weh
former is longrun. The pumrmwmccmmem

assigmment,

outsidea toexpladn the work back, or try itonce with the screen o ossd, s

parent's fiving them something Al canmnot: The slow muscle of working
conitrol The things out, and the joy of arriving there themselves.

latter is not The writer ks chak. Al commitioe. and| peofessor of Elology. ISER Pune.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

¢ Union Education Ministry launched Al and
coding exposure initiatives for Classes IlI-VIII.

* The initiative aligns with implementation of
NEP 2020 and digital learning reforms.

e Concerns emerged regarding excessive
dependence of students on Al tools such as
ChatGPT for homework and assignments.

* Mumbai-based survey by Salaam Bombay
Foundation and NMIMS:

o Over 70% of surveyed Class IX students
used Al tools.

o Major uses: mathematics solving,
translation, homework assistance.

* International research highlighted risk of
“cognitive offloading” due to unrestricted Al
dependence.

Key Points
e Alintegration in school education is expanding
rapidly.
e Al can support:
o Personalized learning,
o Language assistance,
o Accessibility,
o Faster conceptual clarification.
* Major concerns:
Decline in critical thinking,
Reduced analytical ability,
Dependence on Al-generated answers,
Ethical issues in assessments.

O O O O

Education experts emphasize:
o Responsible Al usage,
o Human-centered learning,
o Role of parents and teachers in monitoring
usage.
Al literacy is becoming an important component of
future-ready education.

Static Linkages

Scientific temper and spirit of inquiry.
Child-centric and experiential learning.

Digital literacy and human capital development.
Ethical use of technology.

Role of family and socialization in education.
Inclusive education and equitable access.
Critical thinking and conceptual learning.
Technology as a tool, not substitute for human
reasoning.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Improves accessibility and personalized learning.
Helps bridge language barriers.

Enhances digital readiness of students.

Supports self-paced learning.

Challenges

Cognitive offloading weakens independent thinking.
Overdependence reduces creativity and analytical
skills.

Risk of academic dishonesty and plagiarism.

Digital divide may widen educational inequalities.
Lack of regulatory framework for Al usage in schools.

Stakeholders
Government

Promote innovation while ensuring ethical
safeguards.

Schools

Redesign assessments toward conceptual
understanding.

Parents

Encourage responsible and balanced Al use.

Students

Use Al as learning aid, not replacement for thinking.

Way Forward

Develop national guidelines for Al use in education.
Integrate Al ethics and digital responsibility into
curriculum.

Shift from rote-learning to competency-based
assessments.

Increase teacher training in Al-enabled pedagogy.
Encourage critical thinking and experiential learning.
Promote balanced Al-assisted learning models.
Strengthen digital literacy among parents and
teachers.
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