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Aspect MGNREGA VB-G RAM G

Nature
Demand-driven
legal guarantee

Normative
allocation-based
framework

Work Guarantee 100 days 125 days

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The Union Government has notified that from 1
July 2026, the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), 2005
framework will be repealed.
It will be replaced by Viksit Bharat – Guarantee
for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) [VB-G
RAM G].
The new legislation was passed by Parliament
in December 2025.
The new framework changes the structure of
rural employment guarantees, funding pattern,
and implementation mechanism.
The government stated that no labourer will be
deprived of employment during the transition
phase.

Key Provisions of the New Scheme
Employment guarantee increased from 100
days to 125 days annually.
Existing MGNREGA job cards with e-KYC remain
temporarily valid.
Workers can continue demanding work:

orally,
through written applications,
digitally.

Provision for unemployment allowance
retained.
Attendance to continue through National
Mobile Monitoring System (NMMS).
Ongoing MGNREGA works may continue under
the new Act.

Major Changes from MGNREGA

Important Concerns 
1. Dilution of Rights-Based Approach

MGNREGA was considered a rights-based
welfare legislation.
Normative budgeting may weaken the legal
guarantee of work.

2. Fiscal Burden on States
States now required to contribute to wage
expenditure.
Poorer States may face implementation
difficulties.

3. Digital Exclusion
Dependence on:

e-KYC,
mobile attendance,
internet connectivity.

May exclude vulnerable workers in rural areas.
4. Blackout Period Provision

States can suspend employment guarantee
during peak agricultural seasons.
Criticism:

weakens labour bargaining power,
benefits large farmers,
reduces worker autonomy.

5. Federalism Concerns
Limited pre-legislative consultation with
States.
Raises questions on cooperative federalism.

Important Data
According to LibTech (May 2026):

11.58 crore registered workers (45.4%)
pending e-KYC.
0.95 crore active workers (9.5%) pending e-
KYC.

Constitutional & Governance Linkages
Article 41 – Right to work (Directive Principles).
Article 39(a) – Adequate livelihood.
Welfare State principle.
Decentralisation through Panchayati Raj
Institutions.
Social audit and participatory governance.
Inclusive growth and rural development.

Aspect MGNREGA VB-G RAM G

Wage
Funding

100% by Centre
60:40 Centre-State
sharing

Budgeting
Open-ended
demand-based

Normative budgeting

Attendance Manual + digital
NMMS-based digital
attendance

Agricultural
Restriction

No blackout period
Up to 60-day
blackout possibleCIVILS WITH AKASH
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Prelims Pointers
MGNREGA enacted in 2005.
Provides legal guarantee of wage employment.
Originally guaranteed 100 days of work.
Social audit is mandatory under MGNREGA.
Gram Sabha plays important role in
identification of works.
MGNREGA is implemented by Ministry of Rural
Development.

Mains Value Addition
Arguments Supporting the New Scheme

Increased employment guarantee.
Better integration with livelihood creation.
Greater State accountability.
Potential reduction in leakages through digital
monitoring.

Criticisms
Weakening of demand-driven nature.
Possible exclusion due to digital dependency.
Increased financial burden on States.
Concerns regarding labour rights during
blackout periods.

Way Forward
Retain genuine demand-driven employment
guarantee.
Ensure no exclusion due to digital barriers.
Strengthen social audits and grievance
redressal.
Provide additional support to fiscally weak
States.
Increase transparency in budget allocation
formula.
Improve internet and digital infrastructure in
rural areas.
Ensure Gram Sabha participation in planning
and monitoring.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

King Charles III, during his address to the U.S.
Congress, referred to the Magna Carta (1215)
and highlighted that executive power must
remain subject to “checks and balances.”
The reference gained significance amid global
debates on:

Constitutionalism
Executive accountability
Democratic backsliding
Rule of Law

Magna Carta is regarded as the foundational
document for limiting arbitrary state power
and establishing constitutional governance.

Key Points 
Magna Carta (1215):

Signed between King John and English
barons.
Established that the ruler is not above law.
Introduced the concept of:

Rule of Law
Due Process
Limited Government

Influenced:
British constitutional evolution
U.S. Constitution
Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR)
Modern democratic constitutions

Indian constitutional parallels:
Article 14 → Equality before law
Judicial Review

Basic Structure Doctrine
Separation of Powers
Constitutional Morality

Important constitutional concern:
Excessive concentration of executive
authority weakens democratic institutions.

Static Linkages
Rule of Law → A.V. Dicey
Equality before law → Article 14
Judicial Review → Articles 13, 32, 226
Constitutional Supremacy
Separation of Powers
Basic Structure Doctrine → Kesavananda
Bharati Case (1973)
ADM Jabalpur Case (1976)
Constitutional Morality → Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
Checks and Balances in democratic
governance

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reinforces supremacy of law over arbitrary
authority.
Protects civil liberties and democratic rights.
Strengthens accountability of elected
governments.
Ensures institutional balance among organs of
state.

Challenges
Executive dominance over institutions.
Misuse of emergency powers.
Weak parliamentary scrutiny.
Political polarization affecting democratic
functioning.
Delays in justice delivery weaken Rule of Law.

Way Forward
Strengthen institutional independence.
Ensure robust parliamentary oversight.
Promote constitutional literacy.
Safeguard judicial autonomy.
Uphold constitutional morality in governance.
Prevent concentration of executive powers.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Vietnamese President Tô Lâm visited India
during May 5–7, 2026.
India and Vietnam elevated bilateral ties to an
Enhanced Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership.
Agreements signed in:

Defence
Maritime security
Rare earth cooperation
Digital payments
Energy and technology

Visit assumes significance amid:
Rising tensions in South China Sea
China’s maritime assertiveness
Growing Indo-Pacific strategic competition

India reaffirmed support for:
ASEAN centrality
Rule-based maritime order
Freedom of navigation under UNCLOS
1982.

Key Points
India–Vietnam relations upgraded from:

Strategic Partnership (2007)
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
(2016)
Enhanced Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership (2026)

Defence cooperation is the central pillar of
ties.
India transferred INS Kirpan to Vietnam in
2023.
BrahMos missile export discussions indicate
deeper strategic trust.
Bilateral trade crossed $16 billion.
Trade target: $25 billion by 2030.
Vietnam is strategically important for:

Supply chain diversification
Indo-Pacific balancing
ASEAN outreach

Cooperation expanding into:
Critical minerals
Semiconductor ecosystem
Emerging technologies
Maritime security

Both countries support:
UNCLOS 1982
Peaceful dispute resolution
Strategic autonomy.

Static Linkages
Act East Policy replaced Look East Policy in 2014.
ASEAN centrality is a key pillar of India’s Indo-
Pacific vision.
UNCLOS 1982 governs maritime boundaries and
EEZ rights.
South China Sea is strategically important for
global trade routes.
Strategic autonomy remains a core principle of
Indian foreign policy.
Rare earth minerals are critical for defence and
clean-energy technologies.
Minilateralism refers to flexible issue-based
strategic cooperation.
Defence diplomacy includes:

Military training
Defence exports
Joint exercises
Maritime cooperation

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens India’s strategic footprint in
Southeast Asia.
Enhances maritime balancing in Indo-Pacific.
Supports diversification away from China-centric
supply chains.
Expands India’s defence exports.
Reinforces India’s Act East Policy.

Challenges
Possible Chinese strategic backlash.
Connectivity and logistics bottlenecks.
Slow implementation of defence projects.
Limited private-sector participation.
ASEAN internal divisions on South China Sea
issues.

Way Forward
Fast-track defence industrial cooperation.
Enhance maritime domain awareness sharing.
Expand cooperation in semiconductors and rare
earths.
Improve connectivity and trade facilitation.
Strengthen ASEAN-led Indo-Pacific mechanisms.
Increase private-sector and technological
collaboration.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Prime Minister Narendra Modi appealed to
citizens to:

Reduce fuel consumption,
Work from home,
Buy local products,
Reduce gold purchases,
Avoid unnecessary foreign travel,
Use fertilizers judiciously.

The appeal comes amid:
Escalating conflict in West Asia,
Rising global crude oil prices,
Pressure on Indian rupee and forex
reserves,
Fear of imported inflation.

India imports around 85% of its crude oil
requirement, making it vulnerable to
geopolitical disruptions in West Asia.
Concerns have increased regarding:

Current Account Deficit (CAD),
Inflation,
Fiscal stress,
Agricultural output under possible El Niño
conditions.

Key Points 
West Asia is strategically important for India’s:

Energy security,

Trade,
Diaspora,
Maritime interests.

Increase in crude oil prices affects:
Inflation (CPI/WPI),
Fiscal deficit,
CAD,
Rupee value.

Foreign Institutional Investor (FII) outflows
increase pressure on forex reserves.
RBI intervenes in forex markets to stabilize
rupee volatility.
Gold imports significantly impact India’s
import bill.
Reduced fertilizer use without alternatives may
affect food security and crop productivity.
“Buy Local” aligns with Atmanirbhar Bharat and
import substitution strategy.
Work-from-home recommendation reflects
demand-side energy management.

Static Linkages
Oil price shocks historically affected Indian
economy during:

1973 Oil Crisis,
Gulf War,
Russia-Ukraine conflict.

Current Account Deficit widens when import
expenditure rises sharply.
Imported inflation occurs when global
commodity prices rise.
Forex reserves are used to stabilize exchange
rate volatility.
Strategic Petroleum Reserves help manage
energy supply disruptions.
El Niño conditions can weaken monsoon and
reduce agricultural output.
Fertilizer subsidies form an important
component of India’s agricultural support
system.
Energy diversification improves economic
resilience.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Encourages resource conservation.
May reduce pressure on fuel imports and CAD.
Supports domestic manufacturing.
Promotes long-term energy efficiency.
Reduction in gold imports can improve
external balances.
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Concerns
Delay in public warning despite visible global
crisis.
Reduced fertilizer use may lower agricultural
productivity.
Domestic manufacturing capacity may not fully
meet demand.
Consumption slowdown can affect economic
growth.
FII outflows and rupee depreciation require
structural policy response.

Way Forward
Diversify crude oil import sources.
Expand renewable energy capacity.
Increase Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Promote energy-efficient public transport.
Improve fertilizer-use efficiency through nano-
fertilizers.
Strengthen export competitiveness.
Enhance domestic manufacturing under PLI
schemes.
Maintain transparent economic
communication during crises.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Vinesh Phogat faced hurdles in her comeback
attempt after the Wrestling Federation of India
declared her ineligible under United World
Wrestling (UWW) rules.
UWW requires retired wrestlers to notify the
body six months before returning to
international competition.
WFI issued a show-cause notice citing:

Disqualification at Paris Olympics after
failing the 50 kg weight requirement.
Alleged whereabouts failures under anti-
doping rules.
Participation in two weight categories
during Olympic selection trials.

The issue is linked to the 2023 wrestlers’
protest against former WFI chief Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh over allegations of sexual
harassment.
The controversy has again highlighted
concerns regarding transparency, athlete
rights, and governance in sports federations.

Key Points
UWW is the global governing body for
wrestling.

WFI is responsible for regulation and selection
of wrestlers in India.
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) norms:

Three whereabouts failures within 12
months amount to an anti-doping rule
violation.

National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA):
Apex anti-doping body in India.
Functions under Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports.

Sports federations in India operate under the
National Sports Development Code, 2011.
Key concerns in Indian sports governance:

Politicisation of sports bodies
Conflict of interest
Lack of athlete representation
Weak grievance redressal systems
Gender safety concerns

Static Linkages
Equality before law and equal protection of
laws.
Protection of dignity and safe working
environment.
Principles of natural justice:

Right to fair hearing
Rule against bias

Transparency and accountability are essential
features of good governance.
Autonomous bodies receiving public support
remain subject to public accountability.
Ethical administration requires impartiality and
fairness.
Women’s participation in public spaces
requires institutional safeguards.
International sports governance increasingly
emphasizes athlete welfare and safe sport
policies.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Highlights need for institutional accountability
in sports governance.
Reflects growing assertion of athlete rights in
India.
Brings focus on gender justice and safe
sporting environments.

Concerns
Timing of disciplinary action raises questions of
selective targeting.
Administrative disputes negatively affect
athlete morale and preparation.
Repeated controversies reduce India’s
credibility in global sports.
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Lack of independent grievance mechanisms
weakens athlete confidence.

Governance Challenges
Excessive political influence in sports
federations.
Weak implementation of governance reforms.
Limited transparency in disciplinary and
selection processes.
Inadequate athlete participation in decision-
making.

Ethical Dimensions
Conflict between institutional authority and
fairness.
Need for impartial and non-retaliatory
governance.
Importance of safeguarding dignity of women
athletes.

Way Forward
Strengthen implementation of National Sports
Development Code.
Establish independent grievance redressal
mechanism for athletes.
Ensure athlete representation in federation
governance.
Improve transparency in selection and
disciplinary proceedings.
Strengthen gender-sensitivity and safe sport
mechanisms.
Reduce political interference in sports bodies.
Enhance coordination among WFI, NADA,
Sports Authority of India, and UWW.
Promote ethics-based and athlete-centric
sports administration.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Prime Minister Narendra Modi urged citizens to
reduce imports and conserve foreign exchange
reserves amid rising geopolitical tensions in
West Asia.
Suggestions included:

Reducing gold purchases
Working from home to save fuel
Lowering edible oil consumption
Promoting natural farming and reducing
chemical fertiliser use
Encouraging purchase of “Made in India”
goods

The backdrop is concern over:
Rising crude oil prices
Pressure on India’s external sector
Rupee depreciation
Weakening Balance of Payments (BoP)
position

Key Points
India imports large quantities of:

Crude oil
Gold
Edible oils
Fertilisers

Higher imports increase demand for dollars
and widen the Current Account Deficit (CAD).
India finances CAD through:

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
Foreign Portfolio Investment (FPI)
External borrowings

Weak capital inflows can create BoP stress and
pressure on the rupee.

RBI intervenes in forex markets using foreign exchange
reserves to stabilise the currency.
A weaker rupee increases imported inflation, especially
in fuel and fertilisers.
India’s external vulnerability rises during global crises
and oil price shocks.

Static Linkages
Balance of Payments = Current Account + Capital
Account
Current Account includes:

Merchandise trade
Services
Remittances

Persistent CAD may weaken the domestic currency.
Forex reserves act as a buffer during external shocks.
RBI manages exchange rate volatility through market
intervention.
Import substitution was a key feature before 1991
economic reforms.
Economic liberalisation shifted India towards export-led
growth and global integration.
Excessive fertiliser subsidies distort nutrient balance in
agriculture.
Energy security is a critical aspect of economic security.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Reducing non-essential imports may improve CAD
temporarily.
Promotes awareness regarding external sector stability.
Supports Atmanirbhar Bharat and domestic
manufacturing.
Encourages sustainable consumption practices.
Reduced oil dependence improves energy security.

Concerns
Consumption reduction may slow economic growth.
Lower demand can discourage private investment.
India cannot rapidly replace imported crude oil and
fertiliser inputs.
Excessive protectionism may reduce competitiveness.
Reduced fertiliser usage without alternatives may impact
productivity.
Import compression alone is not a sustainable long-term
strategy.

Way Forward
Increase export competitiveness through manufacturing
reforms.
Diversify energy basket towards renewables and green
hydrogen.
Promote domestic production of edible oils and
fertilisers.
Improve ease of doing business to attract investments.
Focus on productivity-led growth instead of
consumption compression.
Rationalise fertiliser subsidies for balanced nutrient use.
Strengthen logistics and infrastructure to support
exports.
Expand strategic petroleum reserves and forex buffers.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Ongoing geopolitical tensions in West Asia have
disrupted shipping through the Strait of
Hormuz, a critical global oil transit route.
The prolonged disruption has raised concerns
regarding global energy security and fuel
prices.
India, dependent on crude oil imports, faces
risks related to energy supply, inflation, fiscal
burden, and current account deficit.
The government increased LPG production,
prioritised domestic supply, and reduced
excise duties to shield consumers.

Key Points
Strait of Hormuz is one of the world’s most
important oil chokepoints.
India imports nearly 85% of its crude oil
requirement.
LPG production reportedly increased from
36,000 MT/day to 54,000 MT/day during the
crisis.
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) in India
stand at about 5.33 MMT.
Ethanol blending increased to 20%, reducing
dependence on imported crude.
Excise duty reductions and OMC losses helped
prevent steep domestic fuel price hikes.
Rising oil prices can increase:

Inflation
Fiscal deficit
Current account deficit
Rupee depreciation

Static Linkages
Energy security is essential for economic
sovereignty.
Maritime chokepoints influence global trade
and strategic stability.

Strategic reserves are used during emergencies
and supply shocks.
Import dependence increases external sector
vulnerability.
Inflation caused by imported commodities is
called imported inflation.
Diversification of energy sources reduces
geopolitical risks.
Biofuels support energy transition and
environmental sustainability.
Fuel taxation is an important revenue source
for both Union and State governments.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Highlights India’s vulnerability to external
energy shocks.
Demonstrates importance of strategic
petroleum reserves.
Shows need for long-term energy
diversification.

Challenges
High dependence on imported crude oil.
Fiscal burden due to fuel subsidies and excise
cuts.
Stress on Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs).
Rising inflation and external sector pressure.

Concerns
Prolonged geopolitical instability may disrupt
economic growth.
Dependence on fossil fuels conflicts with
climate commitments.
Limited domestic crude production reduces
energy resilience.

Way Forward
Diversify crude import sources.
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Accelerate renewable energy transition.
Promote ethanol blending and biofuels.
Increase domestic exploration and production.
Strengthen maritime security cooperation.
Encourage electric mobility and energy
efficiency.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Renewed debate on implementation of the Nari
Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam for reservation of
women in legislatures.
Proposal aims to reserve 33% seats in Lok
Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies for
women.
Women’s representation in Lok Sabha remains
around 14–15%, lower than global averages in
many democracies.
Implementation linked with:

Census,
Delimitation exercise.

Debate includes issues of:
Federal balance,
Political inclusion,
Substantive democracy,
Gender justice.

Key Points
Reservation applicable to:

Lok Sabha,
State Assemblies,
SC/ST reserved seats.

Reservation to operate through rotation of
constituencies.
Proposed validity:

15 years from commencement.

India already has women’s reservation in:
Panchayats,
Urban local bodies.

Several states provide:
50% reservation in local bodies.

Global examples:
Rwanda – constitutional quota model,
Nordic countries – party quota model.

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before law.
Article 15(3) – Special provisions for women and
children.
Article 16 – Equality of opportunity.
Article 39(a) – Equal right to livelihood.
73rd Constitutional Amendment Act.
74th Constitutional Amendment Act.
Delimitation Commission.
Universal Adult Franchise.
Representative democracy.
Substantive equality.
Participative governance.
Gender budgeting.
SDG 5 – Gender Equality.
CEDAW commitments.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Improves political inclusion of women.
Enhances democratic legitimacy.
Brings gender perspective into policymaking.
Strengthens participatory democracy.
Experience from Panchayats shows better focus on:

Health,
Nutrition,
Education,
Water and sanitation.

Challenges
Implementation dependent on delimitation.
Rotation may reduce accountability.
Risk of proxy representation.
Lack of inner-party democracy.
Debate over OBC sub-quota.
Numerical representation may not ensure
substantive empowerment.

Constitutional Dimension
Based on principle of substantive equality.
Supported by Article 15(3).
Balances equality with affirmative action.

Way Forward
Time-bound implementation after delimitation.
Strengthen political training for women leaders.
Ensure internal party reforms.
Improve campaign finance access for women.
Consider intersectional representation.
Strengthen institutional safeguards against proxy
politics.
Promote gender-sensitive legislative functioning.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Union Education Ministry launched AI and
coding exposure initiatives for Classes III–VIII.
The initiative aligns with implementation of
NEP 2020 and digital learning reforms.
Concerns emerged regarding excessive
dependence of students on AI tools such as
ChatGPT for homework and assignments.
Mumbai-based survey by Salaam Bombay
Foundation and NMIMS:

Over 70% of surveyed Class IX students
used AI tools.
Major uses: mathematics solving,
translation, homework assistance.

International research highlighted risk of
“cognitive offloading” due to unrestricted AI
dependence.

Key Points
AI integration in school education is expanding
rapidly.
AI can support:

Personalized learning,
Language assistance,
Accessibility,
Faster conceptual clarification.

Major concerns:
Decline in critical thinking,
Reduced analytical ability,
Dependence on AI-generated answers,
Ethical issues in assessments.

Education experts emphasize:
Responsible AI usage,
Human-centered learning,
Role of parents and teachers in monitoring
usage.

AI literacy is becoming an important component of
future-ready education.

Static Linkages
Scientific temper and spirit of inquiry.
Child-centric and experiential learning.
Digital literacy and human capital development.
Ethical use of technology.
Role of family and socialization in education.
Inclusive education and equitable access.
Critical thinking and conceptual learning.
Technology as a tool, not substitute for human
reasoning.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Improves accessibility and personalized learning.
Helps bridge language barriers.
Enhances digital readiness of students.
Supports self-paced learning.

Challenges
Cognitive offloading weakens independent thinking.
Overdependence reduces creativity and analytical
skills.
Risk of academic dishonesty and plagiarism.
Digital divide may widen educational inequalities.
Lack of regulatory framework for AI usage in schools.

Stakeholders
Government

Promote innovation while ensuring ethical
safeguards.

Schools
Redesign assessments toward conceptual
understanding.

Parents
Encourage responsible and balanced AI use.

Students
Use AI as learning aid, not replacement for thinking.

Way Forward
Develop national guidelines for AI use in education.
Integrate AI ethics and digital responsibility into
curriculum.
Shift from rote-learning to competency-based
assessments.
Increase teacher training in AI-enabled pedagogy.
Encourage critical thinking and experiential learning.
Promote balanced AI-assisted learning models.
Strengthen digital literacy among parents and
teachers.
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