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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News
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* Inthe 2026 Tamil Nadu Assembly elections:

o TVKemerged as the single largest party
with 108 seats in the 234-member

Assembly.

o DMK secured 59 seats.

o AIADMK won 47 seats.

e Governor initially refused to invite TVK leader
C. Joseph Vijay to form the government and
sought written proof of majority support.

e After obtaining support from VCK and IUML,
TVK crossed the majority mark and was invited
to form the government.

e Governor further directed the government to
prove majority within a short period.

e The controversy triggered debate on:

o Governor’s discretionary powers,

O O O O

Key Points

e Article 163:
o Governor acts on aid and advice of Council
of Ministers except in limited discretionary
situations.
e Article 164:
o Chief Minister appointed by Governor.
o Council of Ministers collectively
responsible to Legislative Assembly.
* Constitution does not explicitly define
procedure for government formation in a hung

Assembly.

Constitutional conventions,
Floor test,

Federalism,
Constitutional morality.

e Floor Test Principle:
o Majority should be tested on the floor of the
House.

e Minority governments are constitutionally valid if

they retain confidence of the House.
e Governor is expected to function as a neutral
constitutional authority.

Static Linkages
e Parliamentary form of government based on:
o Collective responsibility,
o Legislative accountability,
o Executive responsibility.
e Federalism forms part of Basic Structure
Doctrine.
e Constitutional conventions supplement written
Constitution.
¢ Anti-defection law:
o 52nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1985,
o Tenth Schedule.
¢ Judicial review applies to gubernatorial
discretion.
e Constitutional morality requires restraint and
neutrality by constitutional authorities.

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects
e Governor may seek to ensure stability before
inviting government formation.
e Early floor test can reduce prolonged political
uncertainty.
e Prevents unstable coalitions from assuming
office without support.
Concerns
¢ Constitution nowhere mandates pre-swearing-in
proof of majority.
e Floor of House—not Raj Bhavan—is the
constitutional forum to test majority.

e Selective exercise of discretion raises allegations

of political bias.
e Short deadlines may encourage:
o Horse-trading,
o Resort politics,
o Defections.
e Weakens spirit of parliamentary democracy and
cooperative federalism.

Way Forward

e Codify conventions regarding government
formation in hung Assemblies.

¢ Implement Sarkaria and Punchhi Commission
recommendations uniformly.

e Ensure politically neutral conduct by Governors.

e Limit arbitrary discretionary powers through
judicial guidelines.

e Conduct transparent and reasonable floor tests.

e Strengthen constitutional morality and federal
principles.



Advancing India-South Korea defence innovation ties
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS: » Reduces dependence on traditional defence
Context suppliers.
¢ India and South Korea established diplomatic
relations in 1973. Static Linkages
e Key defence agreements: e Strategic autonomy requires diversified
o 2005 MoU on Defence Industry and defence partnerships.
Logistics ¢ Defence corridors promote manufacturing
o 2010 agreements on Defence Cooperation ecosystems.
and Defence R&D e Technology transfer is crucial for
o 2015: Special Strategic Partnership indigenisation.
o 2020 Roadmap for Defence Industries e Dual-use technologies have civilian and
Cooperation military applications.
* In April 2026, both countries launched KIND-X e Semiconductor resilience is linked to national
(Korea-India Defence Accelerator) during the security.
bilateral summit. * Space assets are vital for modern warfare and
¢ KIND-X aims to connect: surveillance.
o Defence startups
o Industries Critical Analysis
o Universities Positives
o [nvestors e Strengthens defence innovation ecosystem.
o Incubators e Enhances co-development and co-production.
e Similar initiatives: e Boosts startup participation.
o INDUS-X (India-US) ¢ Expands India’s Indo-Pacific strategic role.
o FRIND-X (India—-France) Challenges
e Technology transfer restrictions.
Key Points e |P and regulatory concerns.
KIND-X * Procurement delays.
* Expected agencies: e Funding constraints for startups.
o |India: DIO and iDEX * Geopolitical sensitivities involving China and
o South Korea: DAPA North Korea.
* Focus areas:
o Al and autonomous systems Way Forward
o Robotics ¢ Institutionalise KIND-X framework.
o Space-based ISR and SSA ¢ Increase defence R&D funding.
o Defence semiconductors e Improve startup-industry-academia
o Guided weapon systems collaboration.
o Critical minerals e Strengthen semiconductor and critical mineral
o Shipbuilding technologies supply chains.
Important Example ¢ Promote joint testing and certification
systems.




Cost to access

The opportunity cost of accessing
medical care remains high

he Union Labour Ministry has an-

nounced that it will provide a free annual

health checkup to workers aged 40 vears
or more, following an existing provision in the
new Labour Codes. The programme will be im-
plemented through the Employees' State Insu-
rance Corporation (ESIC). For workers in hazar-
dous conditions, such as handling toxic
chemicals or operating heavy machinery, check-
ups are mandatory; if illness is detected, ESIC
haospitals and dispensaries will provide free treat-
ment. India already has a few workers" health
obligations on paper, including under the Facto-
ries Act 1948 (only within factories), the ESI Act
1948, and the Occupational Safety, Health and
Working Conditions (OSH) Code 2020. The new
P will be financed through the well-en-
dowed ESI fund, although the government is still
shoring up the number of beds and doctors avail-
able via PMJAY-empanelled facilities. At this time,
operational evidence suggests that insured work-
ers will be the main beneficiaries.

Commendable though the initiative is, its suc-
cess is not guaranteed. At present, only around 31
crore of 94 crore workers are on the e-Shram por-
tal, whose integration with ESIC is still in its early
stages in many States. Labour Minister Mansukh
Mandaviva also failed to address how a woman
working in a garment home unit or as a domestic
worker could access the longer maternity leave if
she has no ‘employer’. Annual check-ups for wo-
men also warrant specific medical staff needs
whereas many ESIC camps are crowded and
dominated by men. As with many of its predeces-
sors, the programme does not address the oppor-
tunity costs of accessing health care, forcing
waorkers to continue contending with lost wages.
An ESIC facility may also refer a worker to anoth-
er centre if it lacks the resources for specific tests,
leading to repeat visits and added time and cost,
The new programme focuses predominantly on
non-communicable diseases such as diabetes
and hypertension. Heat-related illnesses are not
explicitly recognised as ooccupational diseases
under the ES| Act whereas construction and agri-
culture workers are most at risk of them. Waste-
pickers and sanitation workers on the other hand
face greater risk of infectious diseases such as he-
patitis and leptospirosis. The scheme offers
screening but does not mandate proactive vacei-
nation. The government must meet workers
where they are, through mebile occupational
health units and - as the OSH Code 2020 stipu-
lates for organised workers — at their places of
wark, and provide tokens to compensate them
for time spent on check-ups. Otherwise, any
scheme of this nature will not improve upon the
already deficient system.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

Union Labour Ministry announced free annual
health check-ups for workers aged 40 years
and above under ESIC.
Mandatory health screening for workers
engaged in hazardous occupations.
Implemented through:

o Employees’ State Insurance Corporation

(ESIC)

o Labour Codes framework

o OSH Code, 2020 provisions
ESIC hospitals/dispensaries to provide free
treatment if illness is detected.
Government plans support through PMJAY-
empanelled hospitals.

Key Points

e Around 31 crore workers registered on e-Shram

ESIC established under:

o Employees’ State Insurance Act, 1948
Covers:

o Medical care

o Maternity benefit

o Disability benefit

o Sickness benefit

portal out of nearly 94 crore workers.

Scheme mainly benefits:

o Organised sector workers

o Insured workers under ESIC
Major concerns:

o Informal workers excluded

o Weak ESIC infrastructure

o Loss of wages during health visits

o

Lack of occupational disease recognition for

heat stress
Occupational risks:
o Construction/agriculture workers » Heat-
related illness

o Sanitation workers/waste-pickers - Infectious

diseases

Static Linkages

Article 21:

o Right to health as part of Right to Life
DPSPs:

o Humane conditions of work

o Public health improvement

Labour welfare linked with:

o Human capital

o Productivity

o Inclusive growth
Informal sector dominates Indian workforce.
Preventive healthcare reduces long-term
economic burden.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Strengthens preventive healthcare.
Early detection of NCDs.

Improves labour productivity.
Expands social security architecture.

Challenges

Limited coverage of informal workers.

Weak e-Shram-ESIC integration.

Opportunity cost due to wage loss.

Shortage of doctors and facilities.

Women workers face accessibility barriers.
Heat stress not recognised adequately under
occupational disease framework.

Way Forward

Expand ESIC coverage to informal/gig workers.
Strengthen ESIC infrastructure and manpower.

Mobile occupational health units at workplaces.
Recognise climate-related occupational diseases.

Wage compensation for health check-up visits.
Better convergence of:
o ESIC
o e-Shram
o PM-JAY



Alisn’tdisrupting education.
It's diagnosing what's wrong
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

e Rapid rise of Generative Al tools like OpenAl
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ChatGPT has raised concerns regarding:
o plagiarism,
o academic integrity,

o relevance of conventional assessments,

o future of higher education.
e Debate focuses on whether Al threatens

education or exposes weaknesses in existing

education systems.

e Al can generate essays, code, summaries, and

analytical outputs, challenging traditional
evaluation methods.

Key Exam Relevant Points
e Higher education is fundamentally about:
o critical thinking,
o judgement,
© reasoning,
o verification of claims,

o ethical understanding.

e Al exposes flaws in education systems

dependent on:

o rote learning,

o memorisation,

o output-based assessments.
e Al-generated outputs may:

o fabricate citations,

o spread misinformation,

o create epistemic trust issues.
e Conventional assessments like:

o take-home assignments,

[¢]

coding exercises,
essay writing,
are becoming unreliable indicators of actual
understanding.
e |Increasing relevance of:
o vivavoce,
o oral examinations,
o analytical reasoning,
o problem-solving-based evaluation.
e Al cannot replace:
o moral judgement,
o contextual understanding,
o human reasoning,
o ethical responsibility.
e |ndia’s Al ecosystem linked with:
o IndiaAl Mission,
o NEP 2020,
o Digital India,
o NITI Aayog’s National Strategy for Al.

[e]

[e]

Static Linkages

e Scientific temper includes inquiry, verification,
and evidence-based reasoning.

e Education aims at development of constitutional
values and critical thinking.

e Technology acts as an enabler, not a substitute
for human judgement.

e Human capital formation is essential for
demographic dividend.

e Ethical use of technology is necessary for
inclusive governance.

e Digital divide can widen educational inequality.

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Democratisation of knowledge access.
e Personalised learning opportunities.
e Faster research and data processing.
Improved productivity in education and coding.
Concerns
e Plagiarism and academic misconduct.
e Decline in critical thinking abilities.
¢ Al hallucinations and fake citations.
e Weakening reliability of traditional assessments.
e Ethical concerns regarding bias and
accountability.
e Digital divide in Al accessibility.

Way Forward

e Shift from rote learning to competency-based
education.

e Emphasise reasoning-oriented assessments.

e Promote Al literacy and ethical Al use.

e Strengthen scientific temper and verification
skills.

e Reform examination and evaluation systems.

e Ensure equitable digital infrastructure access.

e Integrate ethics with technology education.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context

* Recent discourse highlighted how Indian cities

e Theissue links urban governance with maternal

remain inadequately designed for pregnant
women and caregivers.

Issues raised:

o Unsafe roads and potholes

o Lack of hygienic public toilets

o Gender-insensitive urban planning

o Rising medicalisation of childbirth

health, dignity, and inclusive development.

Key Facts & Data

e 9,438 deaths due to pothole-related accidents

(2020-24) — MoRTH.
Public toilet availability in Indian cities:

o Around 1 toilet seat per 10,000 people —

Praja Foundation (2024).
India’s Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR):

o Reduced to 97 per 100,000 live births (SRS

2018-20).
Caesarean delivery rate:
o Increased from 6.4% (2008-09) to over
27%.
o Private hospitals: nearly 47%.
WHO recommended C-section rate:
o 10-15%.

Static Linkages

Article 21 — Right to life and dignity.

Article 42 — Humane work conditions and
maternity relief.
Article 47 — Improvement of public health.
74th Constitutional Amendment:
o Functions of municipalities:
= Public health
= Sanitation
= Urban planning
SDGs:
o SDG 3 — Good Health
o SDG 5 — Gender Equality
o SDG 11 — Sustainable Cities
National Urban Sanitation Policy.
Smart Cities Mission.
AMRUT Mission.
National Health Mission (NHM).

Critical Analysis
Major Concerns

Urban infrastructure is not gender-sensitive.
Poor roads increase health risks for pregnant
women.

Lack of toilets affects dignity, mobility, and
health.

Rising unnecessary C-sections indicate
commercialisation of healthcare.

Care work remains invisible in urban planning.

Governance Issues

Weak urban local body capacity.
Poor coordination between:

o Municipalities

o Health agencies

o Urban planners

Insufficient investment in social infrastructure.

Ethical Dimension

Raises issues of:

Equity

Dignity

Accessibility

State responsibility toward vulnerable
groups

O O O o

Way Forward

Promote gender-responsive urban planning.
Improve road safety and pedestrian
infrastructure.

Increase accessible public toilets for women.
Integrate maternal health with urban policy.
Strengthen midwifery-based care.

Regulate unnecessary Caesarean deliveries.
Enhance municipal capacity and funding.
Mainstream “care economy” in public policy.



Judicial reform
shouldn’t stop at SC

HEUNION Cabinet's decision to approve a Bill increas-

ing the Supreme Court's strength from 34 to 38 judges

(including the Chief Justice of India) is a welcome step

towards easing the backlog of cases before the apex
court. However, without structural reforms, the judicial hours
that the four new judges may contribute could be absarbed by
the ever-expanding docket. According to the Natonal Judicial
DataGrid, asof May 7, the Supreme Court is burdened with over
93,000 pending cases — more than a 50 per cent increase since
2019, when the number of SC judges was last raised.

Pendency before the SC accounts foronlyabout 0.14 percent
of total case pendency across all courts. This is negligible com-
pared to around 12 per cent in the high counsand 88 percent in
the district courts. The SCmostly functions at orcloseto its sanc-
tioned strength. 5Cjudges dispose of roughly 90 per cent of the
cases instituted each year, Additional judges or better calendar
management may marginally ease the pressure on individual
benches, but they cannot address the underlying reasons for
mounting pendency: The Court'sexpanding jurisdiction and the
volumeof litigation generated by the state, the country's biggest
litigant. Last year, Supreme Court Justice BV Nagarathnaunder-
scored thisconcem. She stressed the need for the government to
“litigate with restraint and be a model litigator ™.

Courts must keep pace with the rising volume of disputes ac-
companying population growth and expanding economic activ-
ity. At the apex court — the court of last resort — it is especially
impaortant to ensure that access tojustice is given real meaning;
prolonged incarceration of undertrials due todelaysundermines
this right. However, given the overwhelming volume of cases in
district courts, a purely top-down approach to reform is unsus-
tainable. Trial courts account for over 492 crore pending cases,
Successive Law Commission reports have that India’s

highlighted
judge-population ratio, at roughly 19 judges per million people,
remains far below that of countries such as the US and China,
where the figure is about 150 per million. The move to increase
the number of SC judges must therefore form part of a compre-
hensive plan to reduce pendency across the judicial system.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context
¢ Union Cabinet approved a Bill to increase the
sanctioned strength of the Supreme Court of
India from 34 to 37 judges (including CJI).
e Aim: Reduce rising pendency of cases in the
Supreme Court.
e As per National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG):
o Supreme Court pending cases: 93,000+
o District courts pending cases: 4.92 crore+
* Pendency in SCincreased by more than 50%
since 2019.

Key Facts
e Article 124 » Establishment and composition of
Supreme Court.
e Parliament can increase SC judge strength
through law.
e Supreme Court pendency = only 0.14% of total
pendency.
e High Courts = around 12% pendency.
¢ District/Subordinate Courts = around 88%
pendency.
¢ [ndia’s judge-population ratio:
o Around 19 judges per million
o Compared to ~150 per million in countries
like US/China.
e Government is the largest litigant in India.
e Article 21 includes:
o Right to speedy justice.
e Article 39A:
o Equaljustice and free legal aid.

e Important reforms:
o e-Courts Mission Mode Project
o National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG)
o Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)
o Gram Nyayalayas Act, 2008

Importance for Exam
e Articles related to judiciary.
e Judge appointment and strength.
* NJDG, e-Courts, ADR.
e Constitutional provisions on justice delivery.
e Structure and functioning of judiciary.
e Judicial reforms.
* Access to justice.
e Governance and accountability.
e “Justice delayed is justice denied.”
e Ethical responsibility of State as “model
litigant”.

Critical Analysis
Positives
¢ Reduces workload on SC judges.
e Faster disposal of constitutional and
civil/criminal matters.
e Improves access to justice.
* Helps undertrial prisoners get timely hearings.
Concerns
e SC pendency is relatively small; core problem
lies in lower courts.
* Mere increase in judges may not solve
structural inefficiencies.
e Vacancies in High Courts and subordinate
courts remain high.
* Excessive government litigation increases
burden.
e Infrastructure and digitization gaps persist.

Way Forward
e Fill vacancies in all courts quickly.
* |ncrease judge-population ratio.
e Strengthen district judiciary infrastructure.
e Reduce unnecessary government appeals.
e Expand ADR mechanisms:
o Mediation
o Arbitration
o Lok Adalats
* Improve e-governance and virtual courts.
e Implement National Litigation Policy
effectively.



How new DRDO system helps air missiles fly longer, strike better

Sushant Kulkarni
Pune, May 10

THE DEFENCE Research and Develop-
ment Organisation (DRDO)andithe Indian
Adr Force (IAF) last week sucoessfully car-
ried out the first flight trial of a system that
can transform an ungulded missile into a
Enided one.

‘The homegrown Tactieal Advanced
Range Augmentation(TARA) system ises-
sentiallyakit that canbe attached toa con-
ventional missile, This helps the missile

path to improve its accuracy.

The speed at which the aircraft is mov-
ingat the time of the launch s a key factor
in this system's operation. It usesa combi-
nation of inertial navigation and satellite-
based positioning to steer the missile to-
wards the target.

The TARA system glides, rather than
relying on a rocket motor. This makes it
lightweight and cost-effective while still ex-
tending the missile’s range, Its modular de-
sign also means the kit can potentially be
integrated with different classes of war-

Tt

glide over long distances, and accurately  headsd ding on requi
strike a target. TARA is India's first indi us glide weapon system to convert
i Strategicand logistic unguided warheads i ETO okt ided missiles. xsoro0 mow
How it works significance
The TARA glide weapon system is pri- Strategically, TARA is significantbe-  ‘Smartbombs  £uided munitions, with relatively low effort,

marily a modular kit that can be attached
o a conventional unguided warhead,
DRDO scientists say it can be fired from
multiple fighter jets in the IAF's service.
Once released from an aireraft ata cer-
tainaltitude and speed, foldable wings and
aerodynamic surfaces come into play,
allowing the weapontoglide over long dis-
tances instead of falling directly onto the
target. An on-board navigation and gui-
danice system corrects the missile’s Night

cause itenhancesthe IAF's stand-off strike
capability. This means an aireraft can hit
targets from a distance that puts it out of
the reach of airdefence systems.

In a bantlespace, the capability to accu-
rately strike a target from adistance canin-
crease the chances of a fighter jet'ssurvival
and lend it greater flexdbility.

Unguided bombs, which are referred to
as gravity bombsor dumb bombs, canthus
beupgraded tosmart bombs, of precision-

® Using TARA, un-
guided bombs can
beupgradedto
precision-guided
munitions with
relatively low effort
# This can lower
costs by reducing
theneed todevelop
new missile systems

Thiscan reduce the need todevelop entirely
new missile systems, This appreach can
substantially reduce costs while allowing
rapid scaling of precision strike inventory.
The use of indigenous low-cost systemsand
its production by Indian industry partners
will also reduce import dependence.

It is learnt that three TARA versions,
with different weight variants, are being
produced, to be used with warheads of
weights ranging from 250 to 300 kg,

Path todeployment

The TARA system was tested from an
IAF fighter off the coast of Odisha,

TARA has been designed and devel-
oped by the Hyderabad-based DRDO facil-

| ity Research Centre Imarat incollaboration

with other DRDO laboratories and industry

ers.

The successful flight trial is a critical
milestene in the weapon's development,
This will pave the way for aseries of devel-
opmental, validation and user trials before

| induction into the service, All these trials

will evaluate the system’s guidance accu-
racy, range, rellability, performance from
different platforms, and effectiveness
under varied operational conditions.

“It is the first glide weapon to utilise
state-of-the-art low-cost systems. The de=
velopment of the kit has been undertaken
with Development cum Production
Partners (DePPshand other Indian indus-
tries, which have already stamed the pro-
duction activity,” the Defence Ministry said
Friday.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh de-
seribed the flight-trial as a significant de-
velopment inadvancing India’s indigenous
defence capabilities,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

Defence Research and Development
Organisation and Indian Air Force successfully
conducted the first flight trial of the Tactical
Advanced Range Augmentation (TARA) system.
The test was conducted off the coast of Odisha
from an IAF fighter aircraft.

TARA is an indigenous glide weapon kit
designed to convert conventional unguided
bombs into precision-guided munitions.
Developed by Research Centre Imarat in
collaboration with DRDO laboratories and
Indian industry partners.

The development supports India’s defence
indigenisation and Aatmanirbhar Bharat
initiatives.

Key Points
About TARA

TARA is a modular glide weapon system.

It can be attached to conventional unguided
bombs.
Converts “dumb bombs” into precision-guided
smart bombs.

Uses:

o Foldable wings

o Aerodynamic control surfaces

o Guidance and navigation systems
Guidance mechanism based on:

o [nertial Navigation System (INS)

o Satellite-based positioning systems
Designed for launch from multiple IAF fighter
aircraft.

Operational Features

Provides stand-off strike capability.
Enables aircraft to strike targets from beyond
enemy air-defence range.
Improves:
o Strike accuracy
o Aircraft survivability
o Operational flexibility

Three variants reportedly under development
for warheads ranging from 250-500 kg.

Strategic Importance

Enhances India’s precision-strike capability.
Cost-effective alternative to developing
entirely new missile systems.

Enables rapid expansion of precision-guided
munition inventory.

Reduces dependence on imported defence
systems.

Strengthens indigenous defence
manufacturing ecosystem.

Static Linkages

Precision-guided munitions (PGMs) improve
targeting accuracy and reduce collateral
damage.
Stand-off weapons are important components
of modern air warfare doctrine.
Inertial Navigation System (INS) functions
using gyroscopes and accelerometers and does
not require continuous external signals.
Defence indigenisation promoted through:

o Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 2020

o Make in India initiative

o Positive Indigenisation Lists
India’s regional navigation system:

o Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System
DRDO functions under the Ministry of Defence
and was established in 1958.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Enhances long-range precision strike
capability.

Increases survivability of fighter aircraft during
operations.

Converts existing bomb inventory into smart
weapons at low cost.

Reduces import dependence in critical defence
technology.



Promotes indigenous R&D and private-sector
participation.

Challenges

Requires extensive operational and user trials
before induction.

Vulnerable to electronic warfare, jamming, and
spoofing.

Integration with multiple aircraft platforms
may be technologically demanding.
Precision-guided systems require robust
satellite and communication support.

Way Forward

Strengthen indigenous navigation and anti-
jamming capabilities.

Increase integration of NavIC in defence
systems.

Enhance DRDO-private industry collaboration.
Invest in Al-enabled and next-generation
precision weapon systems.

Expand domestic defence manufacturing and
export capability.
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