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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

In the 2026 Tamil Nadu Assembly elections:
TVK emerged as the single largest party
with 108 seats in the 234-member
Assembly.
DMK secured 59 seats.
AIADMK won 47 seats.

Governor initially refused to invite TVK leader
C. Joseph Vijay to form the government and
sought written proof of majority support.
After obtaining support from VCK and IUML,
TVK crossed the majority mark and was invited
to form the government.
Governor further directed the government to
prove majority within a short period.
The controversy triggered debate on:

Governor’s discretionary powers,
Constitutional conventions,
Floor test,
Federalism,
Constitutional morality.

Key Points
Article 163:

Governor acts on aid and advice of Council
of Ministers except in limited discretionary
situations.

Article 164:
Chief Minister appointed by Governor.
Council of Ministers collectively
responsible to Legislative Assembly.

Constitution does not explicitly define
procedure for government formation in a hung
Assembly.

Floor Test Principle:
Majority should be tested on the floor of the
House.

Minority governments are constitutionally valid if
they retain confidence of the House.
Governor is expected to function as a neutral
constitutional authority.

Static Linkages
Parliamentary form of government based on:

Collective responsibility,
Legislative accountability,
Executive responsibility.

Federalism forms part of Basic Structure
Doctrine.
Constitutional conventions supplement written
Constitution.
Anti-defection law:

52nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1985,
Tenth Schedule.

Judicial review applies to gubernatorial
discretion.
Constitutional morality requires restraint and
neutrality by constitutional authorities.

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects

Governor may seek to ensure stability before
inviting government formation.
Early floor test can reduce prolonged political
uncertainty.
Prevents unstable coalitions from assuming
office without support.

Concerns
Constitution nowhere mandates pre-swearing-in
proof of majority.
Floor of House—not Raj Bhavan—is the
constitutional forum to test majority.
Selective exercise of discretion raises allegations
of political bias.
Short deadlines may encourage:

Horse-trading,
Resort politics,
Defections.

Weakens spirit of parliamentary democracy and
cooperative federalism.

Way Forward
Codify conventions regarding government
formation in hung Assemblies.
Implement Sarkaria and Punchhi Commission
recommendations uniformly.
Ensure politically neutral conduct by Governors.
Limit arbitrary discretionary powers through
judicial guidelines.
Conduct transparent and reasonable floor tests.
Strengthen constitutional morality and federal
principles.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

India and South Korea established diplomatic
relations in 1973.
Key defence agreements:

2005 MoU on Defence Industry and
Logistics
2010 agreements on Defence Cooperation
and Defence R&D
2015: Special Strategic Partnership
2020 Roadmap for Defence Industries
Cooperation

In April 2026, both countries launched KIND-X
(Korea-India Defence Accelerator) during the
bilateral summit.
KIND-X aims to connect:

Defence startups
Industries
Universities
Investors
Incubators

Similar initiatives:
INDUS-X (India–US)
FRIND-X (India–France)

Key Points
KIND-X

Expected agencies:
India: DIO and iDEX
South Korea: DAPA

Focus areas:
AI and autonomous systems
Robotics
Space-based ISR and SSA
Defence semiconductors
Guided weapon systems
Critical minerals
Shipbuilding technologies

Important Example

K9 Vajra-T
Self-propelled artillery system.
Manufactured by:

L&T (India)
Hanwha Aerospace (South Korea)

Example of:
Technology transfer
Co-production
Make in India

Significance
Supports:

Atmanirbhar Bharat
Defence indigenisation
Defence exports
Indo-Pacific cooperation

Reduces dependence on traditional defence
suppliers.

Static Linkages
Strategic autonomy requires diversified
defence partnerships.
Defence corridors promote manufacturing
ecosystems.
Technology transfer is crucial for
indigenisation.
Dual-use technologies have civilian and
military applications.
Semiconductor resilience is linked to national
security.
Space assets are vital for modern warfare and
surveillance.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Strengthens defence innovation ecosystem.
Enhances co-development and co-production.
Boosts startup participation.
Expands India’s Indo-Pacific strategic role.

Challenges
Technology transfer restrictions.
IP and regulatory concerns.
Procurement delays.
Funding constraints for startups.
Geopolitical sensitivities involving China and
North Korea.

Way Forward
Institutionalise KIND-X framework.
Increase defence R&D funding.
Improve startup-industry-academia
collaboration.
Strengthen semiconductor and critical mineral
supply chains.
Promote joint testing and certification
systems.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Union Labour Ministry announced free annual
health check-ups for workers aged 40 years
and above under ESIC.
Mandatory health screening for workers
engaged in hazardous occupations.
Implemented through:

Employees’ State Insurance Corporation
(ESIC)
Labour Codes framework
OSH Code, 2020 provisions

ESIC hospitals/dispensaries to provide free
treatment if illness is detected.
Government plans support through PMJAY-
empanelled hospitals.

Key Points
ESIC established under:

Employees’ State Insurance Act, 1948
Covers:

Medical care
Maternity benefit
Disability benefit
Sickness benefit

Around 31 crore workers registered on e-Shram
portal out of nearly 94 crore workers.

Scheme mainly benefits:
Organised sector workers
Insured workers under ESIC

Major concerns:
Informal workers excluded
Weak ESIC infrastructure
Loss of wages during health visits
Lack of occupational disease recognition for
heat stress

Occupational risks:
Construction/agriculture workers → Heat-
related illness
Sanitation workers/waste-pickers → Infectious
diseases

Static Linkages
Article 21:

Right to health as part of Right to Life
DPSPs:

Humane conditions of work
Public health improvement

Labour welfare linked with:
Human capital
Productivity
Inclusive growth

Informal sector dominates Indian workforce.
Preventive healthcare reduces long-term
economic burden.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Strengthens preventive healthcare.
Early detection of NCDs.
Improves labour productivity.
Expands social security architecture.

Challenges
Limited coverage of informal workers.
Weak e-Shram–ESIC integration.
Opportunity cost due to wage loss.
Shortage of doctors and facilities.
Women workers face accessibility barriers.
Heat stress not recognised adequately under
occupational disease framework.

Way Forward
Expand ESIC coverage to informal/gig workers.
Strengthen ESIC infrastructure and manpower.
Mobile occupational health units at workplaces.
Recognise climate-related occupational diseases.
Wage compensation for health check-up visits.
Better convergence of:

ESIC
e-Shram
PM-JAY
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Rapid rise of Generative AI tools like OpenAI
ChatGPT has raised concerns regarding:

plagiarism,
academic integrity,
relevance of conventional assessments,
future of higher education.

Debate focuses on whether AI threatens
education or exposes weaknesses in existing
education systems.
AI can generate essays, code, summaries, and
analytical outputs, challenging traditional
evaluation methods.

Key Exam Relevant Points
Higher education is fundamentally about:

critical thinking,
judgement,
reasoning,
verification of claims,
ethical understanding.

AI exposes flaws in education systems
dependent on:

rote learning,
memorisation,
output-based assessments.

AI-generated outputs may:
fabricate citations,
spread misinformation,
create epistemic trust issues.

Conventional assessments like:
take-home assignments,

coding exercises,
essay writing,
 are becoming unreliable indicators of actual
understanding.

Increasing relevance of:
viva voce,
oral examinations,
analytical reasoning,
problem-solving-based evaluation.

AI cannot replace:
moral judgement,
contextual understanding,
human reasoning,
ethical responsibility.

India’s AI ecosystem linked with:
IndiaAI Mission,
NEP 2020,
Digital India,
NITI Aayog’s National Strategy for AI.

Static Linkages
Scientific temper includes inquiry, verification,
and evidence-based reasoning.
Education aims at development of constitutional
values and critical thinking.
Technology acts as an enabler, not a substitute
for human judgement.
Human capital formation is essential for
demographic dividend.
Ethical use of technology is necessary for
inclusive governance.
Digital divide can widen educational inequality.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Democratisation of knowledge access.
Personalised learning opportunities.
Faster research and data processing.
Improved productivity in education and coding.

Concerns
Plagiarism and academic misconduct.
Decline in critical thinking abilities.
AI hallucinations and fake citations.
Weakening reliability of traditional assessments.
Ethical concerns regarding bias and
accountability.
Digital divide in AI accessibility.

Way Forward
Shift from rote learning to competency-based
education.
Emphasise reasoning-oriented assessments.
Promote AI literacy and ethical AI use.
Strengthen scientific temper and verification
skills.
Reform examination and evaluation systems.
Ensure equitable digital infrastructure access.
Integrate ethics with technology education.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Recent discourse highlighted how Indian cities
remain inadequately designed for pregnant
women and caregivers.
Issues raised:

Unsafe roads and potholes
Lack of hygienic public toilets
Gender-insensitive urban planning
Rising medicalisation of childbirth

The issue links urban governance with maternal
health, dignity, and inclusive development.

Key Facts & Data
9,438 deaths due to pothole-related accidents
(2020–24) — MoRTH.
Public toilet availability in Indian cities:

Around 1 toilet seat per 10,000 people —
Praja Foundation (2024).

India’s Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR):
Reduced to 97 per 100,000 live births (SRS
2018-20).

Caesarean delivery rate:
Increased from 6.4% (2008-09) to over
27%.
Private hospitals: nearly 47%.

WHO recommended C-section rate:
10–15%.

Static Linkages
Article 21 — Right to life and dignity.

Article 42 — Humane work conditions and
maternity relief.
Article 47 — Improvement of public health.
74th Constitutional Amendment:

Functions of municipalities:
Public health
Sanitation
Urban planning

SDGs:
SDG 3 — Good Health
SDG 5 — Gender Equality
SDG 11 — Sustainable Cities

National Urban Sanitation Policy.
Smart Cities Mission.
AMRUT Mission.
National Health Mission (NHM).

Critical Analysis
Major Concerns

Urban infrastructure is not gender-sensitive.
Poor roads increase health risks for pregnant
women.
Lack of toilets affects dignity, mobility, and
health.
Rising unnecessary C-sections indicate
commercialisation of healthcare.
Care work remains invisible in urban planning.

Governance Issues
Weak urban local body capacity.
Poor coordination between:

Municipalities
Health agencies
Urban planners

Insufficient investment in social infrastructure.
Ethical Dimension

Raises issues of:
Equity
Dignity
Accessibility
State responsibility toward vulnerable
groups

Way Forward
Promote gender-responsive urban planning.
Improve road safety and pedestrian
infrastructure.
Increase accessible public toilets for women.
Integrate maternal health with urban policy.
Strengthen midwifery-based care.
Regulate unnecessary Caesarean deliveries.
Enhance municipal capacity and funding.
Mainstream “care economy” in public policy.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Union Cabinet approved a Bill to increase the
sanctioned strength of the Supreme Court of
India from 34 to 37 judges (including CJI).
Aim: Reduce rising pendency of cases in the
Supreme Court.
As per National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG):

Supreme Court pending cases: 93,000+
District courts pending cases: 4.92 crore+

Pendency in SC increased by more than 50%
since 2019.

Key Facts 
Article 124 → Establishment and composition of
Supreme Court.
Parliament can increase SC judge strength
through law.
Supreme Court pendency = only 0.14% of total
pendency.
High Courts = around 12% pendency.
District/Subordinate Courts = around 88%
pendency.
India’s judge-population ratio:

Around 19 judges per million
Compared to ~150 per million in countries
like US/China.

Government is the largest litigant in India.
Article 21 includes:

Right to speedy justice.
Article 39A:

Equal justice and free legal aid.

Important reforms:
e-Courts Mission Mode Project
National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG)
Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)
Gram Nyayalayas Act, 2008

Importance for Exam
Articles related to judiciary.
Judge appointment and strength.
NJDG, e-Courts, ADR.
Constitutional provisions on justice delivery.
Structure and functioning of judiciary.
Judicial reforms.
Access to justice.
Governance and accountability.
“Justice delayed is justice denied.”
Ethical responsibility of State as “model
litigant”.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Reduces workload on SC judges.
Faster disposal of constitutional and
civil/criminal matters.
Improves access to justice.
Helps undertrial prisoners get timely hearings.

Concerns
SC pendency is relatively small; core problem
lies in lower courts.
Mere increase in judges may not solve
structural inefficiencies.
Vacancies in High Courts and subordinate
courts remain high.
Excessive government litigation increases
burden.
Infrastructure and digitization gaps persist.

Way Forward
Fill vacancies in all courts quickly.
Increase judge-population ratio.
Strengthen district judiciary infrastructure.
Reduce unnecessary government appeals.
Expand ADR mechanisms:

Mediation
Arbitration
Lok Adalats

Improve e-governance and virtual courts.
Implement National Litigation Policy
effectively.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Defence Research and Development
Organisation and Indian Air Force successfully
conducted the first flight trial of the Tactical
Advanced Range Augmentation (TARA) system.
The test was conducted off the coast of Odisha
from an IAF fighter aircraft.
TARA is an indigenous glide weapon kit
designed to convert conventional unguided
bombs into precision-guided munitions.
Developed by Research Centre Imarat in
collaboration with DRDO laboratories and
Indian industry partners.
The development supports India’s defence
indigenisation and Aatmanirbhar Bharat
initiatives.

Key Points
About TARA

TARA is a modular glide weapon system.
It can be attached to conventional unguided
bombs.
Converts “dumb bombs” into precision-guided
smart bombs.
Uses:

Foldable wings
Aerodynamic control surfaces
Guidance and navigation systems

Guidance mechanism based on:
Inertial Navigation System (INS)
Satellite-based positioning systems

Designed for launch from multiple IAF fighter
aircraft.

Operational Features
Provides stand-off strike capability.
Enables aircraft to strike targets from beyond
enemy air-defence range.
Improves:

Strike accuracy
Aircraft survivability
Operational flexibility

Three variants reportedly under development
for warheads ranging from 250–500 kg.

Strategic Importance
Enhances India’s precision-strike capability.
Cost-effective alternative to developing
entirely new missile systems.
Enables rapid expansion of precision-guided
munition inventory.
Reduces dependence on imported defence
systems.
Strengthens indigenous defence
manufacturing ecosystem.

Static Linkages
Precision-guided munitions (PGMs) improve
targeting accuracy and reduce collateral
damage.
Stand-off weapons are important components
of modern air warfare doctrine.
Inertial Navigation System (INS) functions
using gyroscopes and accelerometers and does
not require continuous external signals.
Defence indigenisation promoted through:

Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 2020
Make in India initiative
Positive Indigenisation Lists

India’s regional navigation system:
Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System

DRDO functions under the Ministry of Defence
and was established in 1958.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Enhances long-range precision strike
capability.
Increases survivability of fighter aircraft during
operations.
Converts existing bomb inventory into smart
weapons at low cost.
Reduces import dependence in critical defence
technology.

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH



Promotes indigenous R&D and private-sector
participation.

Challenges
Requires extensive operational and user trials
before induction.
Vulnerable to electronic warfare, jamming, and
spoofing.
Integration with multiple aircraft platforms
may be technologically demanding.
Precision-guided systems require robust
satellite and communication support.

Way Forward
Strengthen indigenous navigation and anti-
jamming capabilities.
Increase integration of NavIC in defence
systems.
Enhance DRDO-private industry collaboration.
Invest in AI-enabled and next-generation
precision weapon systems.
Expand domestic defence manufacturing and
export capability.
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