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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The Supreme Court questioned whether
Parliament adequately debated the spirit of
the 2023 judgment in Anoop Baranwal vs Union
of India Judgment regarding appointments to
the Election Commission of India.
In 2023, the Supreme Court directed that
appointments of the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) and Election
Commissioners (ECs) be made by a committee
comprising:

Prime Minister
Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha
Chief Justice of India (CJI)

Parliament later enacted the Chief Election
Commissioner and other Election
Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of
Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023.
The Act replaced the CJI in the selection
committee with a Union Cabinet Minister
nominated by the Prime Minister.
Petitioners argued that the law restored
executive dominance in appointments.

Key Points
Article 324 provides for the Election
Commission and vests it with the conduct of
elections.
Constitution leaves appointment procedure of
CEC and ECs to Parliament.
Earlier appointments were effectively
controlled by the executive.
Supreme Court in Anoop Baranwal case held:

Independent Election Commission is essential
for free and fair elections.
Free and fair elections are part of the Basic
Structure doctrine.

Under the 2023 Act:
Selection Committee:

Prime Minister
Leader of Opposition
Union Cabinet Minister nominated by PM

Search Committee headed by Cabinet
Secretary prepares shortlist.

Concerns:
Executive gets majority in selection
committee.
Reduced institutional neutrality.
Questions over adequacy of Parliamentary
deliberation.

Static Linkages
Article 324: Election Commission.
Basic Structure Doctrine.
Separation of Powers.
Independence of Constitutional Bodies.
Judicial Review.
Constitutional Morality.
Free and Fair Elections as foundation of
democracy.
Checks and Balances in governance.

Critical Analysis
Significance of Supreme Court Judgment

Strengthens institutional independence of
Election Commission.
Reduces possibility of partisan appointments.
Reinforces democratic credibility.

Concerns with 2023 Act
Executive dominance may affect neutrality.
Removal of CJI weakens independent oversight.
Search process lacks transparency.
May undermine public trust in electoral
institutions.

Government’s Position
Parliament has constitutional authority under
Article 324 to make law.
Presence of Opposition Leader provides
consultative mechanism.

Way Forward
Ensure bipartisan and transparent appointment
mechanism.
Include neutral constitutional authority in
selection process.
Establish objective eligibility criteria.
Increase Parliamentary scrutiny of appointments.
Strengthen institutional autonomy of Election
Commission.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

The U.S. launched “Operation Project
Freedom” to reopen the Strait of Hormuz after
Iran allegedly blocked maritime movement
following the U.S.-Israel conflict with Iran.
Iran retaliated through attacks on U.S. naval
assets and commercial vessels in the Gulf
region.
The crisis increased tensions in West Asia and
raised concerns regarding global energy
security and maritime trade.
The closure of the Strait threatens global oil
supply chains and impacts energy-import
dependent countries such as India.

Key Points 
Strait of Hormuz is located between Iran and
Oman.
It connects:

Persian Gulf → Gulf of Oman → Arabian Sea.
It is one of the world’s most important oil
chokepoints.
Nearly one-fifth of global crude oil trade
passes through the Strait.
Major exporters using this route:

Saudi Arabia

Iraq
UAE
Kuwait
Iran

U.S. Fifth Fleet is stationed in Bahrain.
Any disruption in the Strait can lead to:

Rise in crude oil prices
Inflationary pressures
Global supply-chain disruptions
Increase in shipping and insurance costs

India is heavily dependent on crude oil imports
from West Asia.
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPRs) are critical
during such crises.

Static Linkages
Important maritime chokepoints of the world
Sea Lanes of Communication (SLOCs)
Energy security
OPEC and crude oil pricing
Strategic Petroleum Reserves
UNCLOS and freedom of navigation
Geopolitics of West Asia
Impact of oil prices on inflation and current
account deficit
Maritime security in the Indian Ocean Region

Critical Analysis
Significance for India

West Asia is crucial for India’s:
Energy imports
Trade routes
Diaspora security

Rising oil prices can:
Increase inflation
Widen fiscal deficit
Increase import bill

Global Concerns
Threat to global energy supply chains
Increased instability in West Asia
Risk of wider regional conflict

Strategic Concerns
Militarisation of maritime chokepoints
Growing proxy conflicts in West Asia
Challenge to freedom of navigation

Way Forward
Promote diplomatic resolution and de-escalation.
Diversify India’s energy import sources.
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Strengthen India’s maritime security capabilities.
Increase renewable energy adoption for long-term
energy security.
Enhance multilateral cooperation in the Indian
Ocean Region.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Recent fire accident in Shahdara, East Delhi
caused multiple deaths and injuries.
Rescue operations were hindered due to:

Blocked terrace access
Metallic grills on balconies
Electronic locks preventing evacuation

Earlier fire incidents in Palam and Dwarka
exposed:

Poor firefighting access
Inadequate fire safety systems
Congested urban planning

Electrical overload during summer, especially
from air-conditioners, identified as a major
trigger for urban fires.

Key Points
Major causes of urban fires:

Electrical short circuits
Overloaded wiring systems
Absence of proper circuit breakers
Violation of fire safety norms

National Building Code (NBC), 2016:
Provides standards for fire prevention and
evacuation.

Fire services:
State subject under Seventh Schedule.

Disaster Management Act, 2005:
Emphasizes prevention, mitigation,
preparedness and response.

Urban fire risks increase due to:
Unauthorized constructions
Mixed land use
Narrow roads and encroachments
Poor enforcement by local bodies

Static Linkages
Article 21 → Right to life includes safe living
conditions.
Urbanisation without planning increases
disaster vulnerability.
Electrical resistance produces heat leading to
fire hazards.
Disaster mitigation is more effective than post-
disaster relief.
Municipal governance plays key role in public
safety.

Critical Analysis
Challenges

Weak implementation of fire safety norms.
Illegal and unplanned urban construction.
Lack of regular fire audits.
Inadequate firefighting infrastructure.
Poor public awareness regarding electrical
safety.

Governance Issues
Coordination gaps between municipal bodies
and fire departments.
Delays in emergency response due to
congestion.
Regulatory failures in approving unsafe
buildings.

Ethical Dimension
Negligence in enforcing safety norms threatens
human life.
Public safety often compromised for
commercial gains.

Way Forward
Strict enforcement of National Building Code.
Mandatory fire and electrical safety audits.
Retrofitting old buildings with fire exits and
alarms.
Strengthening municipal governance capacity.
Public awareness campaigns on fire safety.
Improved urban planning with emergency
access routes.
Modernisation of fire services and equipment.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Political debate emerged over governance,
corruption allegations, women’s safety, and
economic decline in West Bengal.
Major issues discussed:

RG Kar Medical College case (2024)
Sandeshkhali protests
School recruitment scam
Welfare delivery and DBT model

Debate centred on:
Governance quality
Institutional accountability
Federal politics
Electoral mandate

Key Points
West Bengal was historically a major industrial
hub of India.
Decline in manufacturing and migration of
industries affected employment and
investment.
Calcutta High Court cancelled thousands of
school appointments due to recruitment
irregularities.
Allegations raised regarding corruption in
recruitment and ration distribution.
Women’s safety and police accountability
became major governance concerns.
Welfare delivery through DBT, PMAY, Jal
Jeevan Mission, and Ayushman Bharat
highlighted governance reforms.
High voter turnout reflected strong democratic
participation.

Static Linkages
Rule of Law
Judicial Review
Federalism
Centre–State Relations
High Court powers under Article 226

Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)
JAM Trinity
Welfare State
Transparency and Accountability
Police Reforms
Electoral Processes
Industrialization and Regional Development

Critical Analysis
Positives

Judicial intervention strengthened institutional
accountability.
DBT reduced leakages in welfare delivery.
High electoral participation strengthened
democratic legitimacy.
Welfare schemes improved basic service
delivery.

Concerns
Political violence weakens democratic culture.
Corruption allegations reduce public trust.
Industrial decline impacts economic growth
and employment.
Women’s safety concerns indicate governance
gaps.
Politicization of administration affects
institutional neutrality.

Way Forward
Strengthen police and administrative reforms.
Ensure transparent digital recruitment
systems.
Promote industrial revival and MSME growth.
Improve cooperative federalism.
Strengthen women’s safety mechanisms.
Expand social audits and institutional
accountability.
Improve governance through technology-
driven transparency.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

Colombia and the Netherlands organised the
“Away from Fossil Fuels” conference at Santa
Marta (2026) to promote faster global
transition away from fossil fuels outside the
slow UN climate negotiation framework.
The development gained significance amid
disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz due to the
US–Israel–Iran conflict, causing volatility in
global oil supply and inflationary pressures.
Debate emerged on the issue of “Just Energy
Transition” and the unequal burden placed on
Global South countries supplying critical
minerals for green technologies.
Concerns were raised regarding environmental
degradation, labour exploitation and resource
extraction in developing countries during the
green transition process.
India remained absent from the conference
despite being a major voice of the Global South
and an important renewable energy player.

Key Points
Fossil fuel dependence creates:

Energy insecurity
Inflationary shocks
Geopolitical vulnerability

Transition to renewable energy requires critical
minerals:

Lithium
Cobalt
Nickel
Rare earth elements

Major concerns associated with critical mineral
extraction:

Water depletion
Toxic pollution
Deforestation
Child and forced labour

Concept of Ecologically Unequal Exchange:
Developed nations benefit from green
transition,
Developing nations bear extraction costs.

Important regions:
Lithium → Chile, Argentina, Bolivia
Cobalt → Democratic Republic of Congo
Nickel → Indonesia

India’s climate commitments:
Net Zero by 2070
500 GW non-fossil fuel capacity target by
2030
National Green Hydrogen Mission

Importance of a Just Transition:
Climate action with social justice,
Equity,
Sustainable livelihoods.

Static Linkages
CBDR-RC principle under UNFCCC
Paris Climate Agreement
Sustainable Development Goals:

SDG 7
SDG 12
SDG 13

Energy security and strategic chokepoints
Environmental impact assessment of mining
Circular economy and resource efficiency
Sustainable development and climate justice
National Action Plan on Climate Change
(NAPCC)

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reduces dependence on fossil fuels.
Supports Paris Agreement goals.
Enhances long-term energy security.
Promotes renewable energy expansion.
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Concerns
Ecological Concerns

Mining for critical minerals causes:
Land degradation
Water scarcity
Biodiversity loss

Social Concerns
Exploitative labour conditions in mining
regions.
Displacement of local communities.

Economic Concerns
Green transition may create new resource
dependencies.
Global South may remain raw material supplier.

Geopolitical Concerns
Competition over critical minerals may
intensify.
Supply chains vulnerable to strategic rivalries.

India’s Role
Can represent Global South concerns in
climate negotiations.
Needs balance between development needs
and decarbonisation goals.
Requires diversification of critical mineral
supply chains.

Way Forward
Promote a Just and Equitable Energy
Transition.
Strengthen global rules on sustainable mining.
Develop critical mineral recycling ecosystem.
Increase investment in clean energy R&D.
Expand South-South cooperation on climate
governance.
Enhance domestic manufacturing under PLI
schemes.
Ensure climate finance and technology transfer
from developed countries.
India should actively participate in future
climate transition forums.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context

Delhi’s air pollution is increasingly becoming a
year-round environmental challenge rather
than only a winter phenomenon.
Recent analysis of CPCB data highlighted rising
summer-time ground-level ozone pollution in
Delhi-NCR.
During summer, Nitrogen Oxides (NOx) and
Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) react
under intense sunlight to form ozone.
Existing policy mechanisms such as GRAP
mainly focus on particulate matter (PM2.5 and
PM10), creating gaps in management of
seasonal pollutants like ozone.

Key Points
Ground-level ozone is a secondary pollutant
formed through photochemical reactions.
Major precursor sources:

Vehicular emissions
Thermal power plants
Industrial activities
Waste burning
Construction-related emissions

Winter pollution:
Dominated by PM2.5 and PM10
Temperature inversion traps pollutants
close to the surface

Summer pollution:
Dominated by ozone formation
High solar radiation accelerates
photochemical reactions

Health impacts:
Respiratory illnesses
Asthma aggravation
Reduced lung efficiency
Chest pain and throat irritation

Ecological impacts:
Crop damage
Reduced photosynthesis
Ecosystem stress

Important institutions/mechanisms:
CPCB
CAQM
NCAP
GRAP

Static Linkages
Photochemical smog
Primary and secondary pollutants
Tropospheric ozone
Temperature inversion
Urban heat island effect
Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981
Environment Protection Act, 1986
Article 21
Article 48A
SDG 3, SDG 11, SDG 13

Critical Analysis
Major Concerns

Current air-quality governance remains PM-centric.
VOC monitoring infrastructure is weak.
Poor inter-state coordination in NCR region.
Continued dependence on fossil fuels increases NOx
emissions.
Lack of integrated multi-pollutant management strategy.

Governance Issues
Reactive rather than preventive policymaking.
Weak enforcement of emission norms.
Inadequate urban public transport.
Limited scientific integration in policy frameworks.

Significance for UPSC
Demonstrates linkage between:

Urbanisation
Climate conditions
Public health
Environmental governance

Important example of:
Environmental federalism
Sustainable urban development
Climate-sensitive policymaking

Way Forward
Adopt integrated air-shed management approach.
Expand ozone and VOC monitoring networks.
Strengthen public transport and electric mobility.
Reduce coal dependence through renewable energy
transition.
Improve emission inventories and source-apportionment
studies.
Enhance regional coordination among NCR states.
Promote cleaner industrial technologies.
Increase urban green infrastructure.
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