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CJI's role in CEC, EC appointments
was temporary, pending new law: SC
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KEY POINTS:
Context of the News

e The Supreme Court is hearing petitions
challenging the constitutional validity of the
Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election
Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of
Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023.

* The petitions argue that the law gives excessive
control to the Executive in appointing the Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC) and Election
Commissioners (ECs).

e Theissue emerged after the Supreme Court’s
judgment in Anoop Baranwal v. Union of India
(2023).

* Inthe 2023 judgment, the Court directed that
appointments should be made by a committee
consisting of:

o Prime Minister,
o Leader of Opposition,
o Chief Justice of India (CJI).

* The Court clarified that this mechanism would
continue only till Parliament enacted a law under
Article 324(2).

e Parliament later enacted the 2023 law replacing
the CJI with a Union Cabinet Minister in the
selection committee.

Key Points
¢ Election Commission of India (ECI) is a
constitutional body under Article 324.
e Article 324(2) empowers Parliament to make laws
regarding appointment of the CEC and ECs.
Article 324(2)Article\ 324(2)Article 324(2)
e Current selection committee under the 2023 Act:
o Prime Minister,
o Leader of Opposition,
o Union Cabinet Minister nominated by PM.
* Petitioners argued that:
o The Executive has dominant control in
appointments.

o Independence and neutrality of EClI may be
compromised.
e Supreme Court observed that:
o Its earlier judgment was an interim
arrangement.
o Parliament has constitutional authority to
legislate on appointments.

Static Linkages
* Free and fair elections form part of the Basic
Structure Doctrine.
* |Independence of constitutional bodies is essential
for democratic governance.
e Separation of powers ensures institutional checks
and balances.
e Removal safeguards:
o CEC can be removed like a Supreme Court
Judge.
o ECs can be removed only on recommendation
of the CEC.
e Similar committee-based appointments exist for:
o CBI Director,
o Lokpal,
o Central Vigilance Commissioner.

Critical Analysis
Concerns
e Executive dominance may affect ECI
independence.
e Possibility of political influence in appointments.
e Public trust in electoral neutrality may weaken.
e Lack of transparent and independent selection
process.
Government’s Stand
e Parliamentis empowered under Article 324(2).
e Supreme Court arrangement was temporary.
e |nclusion of Opposition leader provides balance.
Constitutional Dimensions
* Free and fair elections are part of Basic Structure.
* |nstitutional autonomy is necessary for
constitutional morality.
* Raises debate on balance between Judiciary and
Legislature.

Way Forward
e Establish a neutral and transparent appointment
mechanism.
* Include independent constitutional authorities in
the committee.
e Strengthen autonomy and credibility of ECI.
e Implement electoral reform recommendations of:
o Election Commission,
o Law Commission,
o Second ARC.
e Ensure bipartisan consensus on appointments.



Vietnam major pillar of India’s Act East Policy,
says Modi as defence, rare-earth ties renewed
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KEY POINTS:

Context of the News

India and Vietnam upgraded bilateral ties to an
“Enhanced Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership” during the visit of Vietnamese
President To Lam.
Both countries signed 13 agreements/MoUs in
areas such as:

o Defence cooperation

o Maritime security

o Critical and rare earth minerals

o Digital payments

o Technology cooperation
Prime Minister Narendra Modi described Vietnam
as a major pillar of:

o India’s Act East Policy

o Vision MAHASAGAR
Bilateral trade currently stands at nearly $16
billion, with a target of $25 billion by 2030.

Key Points

Bilateral ties upgraded from:
o “Comprehensive Strategic Partnership”
(2016)
o to “Enhanced Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership”.
India and Vietnam reiterated support for:
o Free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific
o Freedom of navigation
o Rule-based international order
o UNCLOS principles
Defence cooperation includes:
o Maritime security
o Joint military interactions
o Defence industry collaboration
o Capacity building
India’s defence Lines of Credit (LoC) are helping
strengthen Vietnam’s defence capabilities.
MoUs signed on:
o Rare earth and radioactive minerals
o RBI-State Bank of Vietnam digital payment
cooperation

e Vietnam is strategically important due to its
location near the South China Sea.

Static Linkages
e ASEAN is central to India’s Act East Policy.
¢ UNCLOS (1982) governs maritime rights and
freedom of navigation.
* Rare earth minerals are essential for:
o Semiconductors
o Electric vehicles
o Renewable energy technologies
* SAGAR doctrine:
o “Security and Growth for All in the Region.”
¢ [ndo-Pacific region is critical for global maritime
trade and energy routes.

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Strengthens India’s strategic role in Indo-Pacific.
* Enhances maritime security cooperation in South
China Sea.
e Supports diversification of critical mineral supply
chains.
e Expands defence exports and defence diplomacy.
e Reinforces India—ASEAN engagement.
Challenges
¢ China may perceive stronger India-Vietnam ties
strategically.
e ASEAN nations maintain cautious balancing
approaches.
e Delays inimplementation of defence projects
and connectivity initiatives.
* Environmental concerns linked to rare earth
mining.

Way Forward

* Enhance naval exercises and maritime
cooperation.

e Strengthen critical mineral partnerships.

e Improve India—ASEAN connectivity.

e Expand defence technology collaboration.

* Promote resilient supply chains and digital
partnerships.



Overall crime rate drops 6%;
cybercrime up by 17%: NCRB
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KEY POINTS:
Context
¢ National Crime Records Bureau released:
o CrimeinIndia 2024
o ADSI 2024 Report
e Key trend:
o Overall crime declined, but cybercrime rose
sharply.

Key Highlights
Overall Crime
o Total cognisable crimes: 58.86 lakh~6%
decline from 2023.
e Under IPC/BNS: 35.44 lakh
e Under Special & Local Laws: 23.41 lakh
Cybercrime
e Cases:
o 2023:86,420
o 2024:1,01,928 (17% rise)
* Motives:
o Fraud:72.6%
o Sexual exploitation: 3.1%
o Extortion: 2.5%
Crimes Against State
e Total cases: 5,194 (6.6% rise)
e Major laws:
o Prevention of Damage to Public Property Act
o UAPA
Crimes Against SC/ST
e SC cases: 55,698 (3.6% decline)
e ST cases: 9,966 (23.1% decline)
Suicide Data (ADSI)
e Total suicides: 1,70,746
e Vulnerable groups:
Daily wage workers (~31%)
Farmers/agricultural labourers
Students
Homemakers
Unemployed persons

0O O O O o

Farmer Suicides
o Total: 10,546Cultivators: 4,633
o Agricultural labourers: 5,913
Drug Overdose Deaths
e 2024:978 deaths
* Increase: 50% rise
e Highest:
o Tamil Nadu
o Punjab
o Madhya Pradesh

Static Linkages

* NCRB functions under Ministry of Home Affairs.

e Established in 1986 on recommendation of
National Police Commission.

e “Police” and “Public Order” are State List
subjects.

e Cybercrime governed mainly by IT Act, 2000.

e Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023 replaced
IPC.

e UAPA deals with unlawful and terrorist activities.

Critical Analysis
Positives

e Overall decline in crime rate.

e Better digital monitoring and reporting.
Concerns

e Rapid rise in cyber frauds.

e Mental health and agrarian distress.

* Increasing drug abuse deaths.

e Underreporting affects NCRB reliability.

Way Forward

e Strengthen cyber policing and digital literacy.

e Expand mental health and counselling services.

* Improve social security for farmers and
labourers.

e Strengthen anti-drug enforcement and
rehabilitation.

e Modernise police and forensic infrastructure.



Understanding inequality in India’s growth story
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e Gini Coefficient:

o 0 = Perfect equality

o 1= Perfect inequality
e Lorenz Curve measures inequality graphically.
¢ [nformal sector employs nearly 90% of India’s

workforce.

e Inclusive growth is a core objective of economic

KE Y POI N T S
Context
e HCES 2023-24 data highlights rising consumption
inequality in India.
e Concerns increased after:
o Implementation of new Labour Codes
o Proposed replacement of MGNREGA by Viksit
Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin) Bill, 2025
* Debate emerged over whether India’s inequality
is actually declining.

Key Findings
¢ Overall consumption inequality (Gini Index): 0.29.
e Urban Indiais more unequal than rural India.
¢ Non-food expenditure inequality is higher than
food expenditure inequality.
e Urban top 10% contributes nearly 27% of total
non-food expenditure.
e Urban top decile MPCE is:
o 6 times higher than bottom urban decile
o 9times higher than bottom rural decile.
¢ Richest 5% spend:
o 6x more than poorest 5% in rural India
o 9x more in urban India.
* NSS surveys under-capture the “super-rich”,
leading to underestimation of inequality.
e Welfare leakages observed:
o Some rich households also benefited from
PMGKAY and BPL ration cards.

Important Static Points
e Article 38 » State to reduce inequalities in
income and opportunities.
e Article 39(b) » Equitable distribution of material
resources.

planning.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Updated HCES provides fresh inequality
estimates.

Welfare schemes reduced extreme deprivation.
Labour reforms may improve ease of doing
business.

Concerns

Rising inequality weakens social cohesion.
Urban-centric growth increases rural distress.
Informal workers remain vulnerable.

Welfare targeting suffers from
inclusion/exclusion errors.

Consumption growth increasingly debt-driven.

Way Forward

Strengthen rural employment guarantee
mechanisms.

Expand universal social security for informal
workers.

Improve welfare targeting through better
databases.

Promote labour-intensive manufacturing.
Increase investment in health, education, and
skilling.

Conduct regular inequality assessments with
transparent methodology.



Fixing structural deficits in India’s health system
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KEY POINTS:
.

Context of the News

Union Government informed Parliament (March
2026) about:

o Approval of 43 new medical colleges.

o Addition of 11,682 MBBS seats and 8,967 PG

medical seats for 2025-26.

Despite expansion in medical education, rural
India continues to face severe shortage of
specialist doctors.
Health Dynamics of India 2022-23 highlights
nearly 80% vacancy of specialists in Community
Health Centres (CHCs).
Debate centres on whether infrastructure
expansion without human-resource reforms can
improve public healthcare delivery.

Key Points

Rural CHCs require 21,964 specialists but only
4,413 are available.
Specialist shortfall has remained around 17,500
since 2014 despite increase in PG seats.
Of the 43 new medical colleges:
o 27 are private,
o 8 belong to State governments,
o 8are under ESI sector.
Private medical colleges are not bound to
provide doctors for government service.
CHCs are expected to have:
o Physician,
Surgeon,
Obstetrician,
Paediatrician,
Anaesthetist.
Doctors avoid remote postings due to:
o Poor infrastructure,
Lack of staff quarters,
Limited schooling facilities,
Inadequate peer support,
Weak emergency and diagnostic facilities.

O O O O

0O O O O

e Health budgeting remains infrastructure-centric
rather than outcome-centric.

Static Linkages
e Article 21 » Right to Health (Judicial Interpretation)
e Article 47 » Duty of State to improve public health
e Health placed in State List
e National Health Mission (NHM)
e Indian Public Health Standards (IPHS)
e National Health Policy 2017
e Doctor-population ratio norms of WHO
e Cooperative federalism in social sector governance

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Expansion of medical colleges increases long-term
healthcare capacity.
e Risein PG seats may improve specialist availability.
e Greater regional spread of medical institutions can
improve accessibility.
Concerns
e Quantity increase without rural deployment policy
has limited impact.
e Private-sector dominance reduces public
accountability.
e Rural healthcare suffers due to weak retention
policies.
e Infrastructure creation without operational support
leads to underutilisation.
e Faculty shortages in AIIMS affect quality of
specialist training.
Administrative Issues
e Poor coordination between Centre and States.
e Weak monitoring of rural service obligations.
e Excessive focus on capital expenditure over service
delivery outcomes.

Way Forward
e Link PG admissions with compulsory rural service
bonds.
e Introduce hardship allowances for difficult areas.
e Provide:
o Staff quarters,
o Schooling support,
o Insurance and career incentives.
e Strengthen selected CHCs as fully functional
referral centres.
e Increase operational expenditure on:
o Drugs,
o Diagnostics,
o Emergency care,
o Human resources.
e Adopt “all-or-none” specialist deployment model in
CHCs.
e Strengthen telemedicine and digital health
infrastructure.



Operation Sindoor’s key lesson: Future
conflicts will not resemble the past
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KEY POINTS: security.

e Hybrid warfare and information warfare
concepts.

Context of the News
e One year after Operation Sindoor, strategic
experts assessed its implications for India’s

security doctrine and India-Pakistan conflict Critical Analysis

management Significance
« The operation highlighted India’s use of Strengthened India’s credible deterrence
. - \ . posture.
calibrated military force while avoiding full-scale \ . . .
. . e Showed capacity for precise and limited military
escalation under a nuclear environment. resoth\e

e The operation followed the Pahalgam terror
attack aimed at reviving instability in Jammu &
Kashmir.

* The episode demonstrated increasing
importance of multi-domain warfare involving

* Enhanced India’s image as a responsible power
exercising restraint.

e Demonstrated progress in technological and
military modernization.

cyber operations, intelligence integration, Challenges . L .
. . . . * Persistent risk of escalation in a nuclearized
precision strikes, and information warfare. region

* [ncreasing use of hybrid and cyber warfare.

e Difficulty in monitoring crypto-based terror
financing.

* Need for stronger institutional coordination and
crisis communication.

e [nformation warfare can influence diplomatic and
domestic narratives.

Key Points

¢ India followed a strategy of “measured retaliation
with escalation control.”

* Demonstrated India’s capability to conduct
limited conflict under nuclear deterrence
conditions.

¢ Reflected growing military jointness and
integrated operations.

e Highlighted use of:

o Cyber warfare

o Electronic warfare

o Precision strike capability

o Intelligence and surveillance integration.

e Pakistan’s response exposed limitations in
handling limited multi-domain conflict.

* Declining local recruitment into militancy in
Kashmir and continuing economic activity were
highlighted.

e Emerging threats:

o Hybrid warfare

o Digital terror financing

o Crypto-based funding channels
o Information warfare.

Way Forward

e Accelerate defence modernization and theatre
command reforms.

e Strengthen cyber and electronic warfare
capabilities.

e Improve intelligence-sharing and inter-agency
coordination.

e Enhance monitoring of terror financing through
digital platforms.

* Develop institutionalized strategic
communication mechanisms.

e Continue socio-economic stabilization efforts in
Jammu & Kashmir.




In war-torn world, India needs
autonomy, consensus at home
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

Context of the News

* Ongoing conflict in West Asia/Gulf region has

Poskitic:s of Integration and Ansiety

intensified geopolitical instability and
humanitarian crises.
¢ Rising tensions involving Iran, Gaza, and

broader regional actors have raised concerns

over:

o Global energy security.

o Supply-chain disruptions.

o Economic slowdown.
* Indiais directly affected due to:

o Dependence on Gulf oil imports.

o Large Indian diaspora in West Asia.

o Trade and remittance linkages.

* Debate has emerged on India’s foreign policy

approach of:
o Strategic autonomy.
o Multi-alignment.
o National-interest based diplomacy.

Key Points
¢ [ndia imports nearly 85% of its crude oil
requirement.
e Gulf regionis critical for:
o Crude oil and gas supply.
o Remittances from Indian diaspora.

o Maritime trade routes.

e Conflict in West Asia can lead to:

o

o
(e]
o

Inflationary pressures.

Higher current account deficit.
Rupee depreciation.
Fiscal stress.

e |India’s foreign policy increasingly reflects:
o Strategic autonomy.
o Issue-based alignment.
o “India First” approach.
* The article stresses:
o Domestic manufacturing revival.
o National security preparedness.
o Social cohesion.
o Consensus-based governance.
¢ Reference to Kautilya highlights:
o Welfare and security of citizens as primary
duty of the state.

Static Linkages

e Strategic autonomy in foreign policy.

* Non-alignment and multi-alignment.

e Energy security and strategic petroleum
reserves.

e Strait of Hormuz as strategic chokepoint.

e Diaspora diplomacy.

e Kautilya’s Rajamandala theory.

* National interest in international relations.

e Current Account Deficit (CAD) and imported
inflation.

e Soft power and civilisational diplomacy.

¢ Constitutional value of fraternity and
pluralism.

e Welfare state principle.

¢ Globalisation and interdependence.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Strategic autonomy provides diplomatic
flexibility.
e Multi-alignment helps India engage with:
o US-led groupings.
o BRICS.
o SCO.
o Global South.
¢ Neutral and balanced diplomacy protects:
o Energy interests.
o Trade routes.
o Diaspora welfare.
e Domestic manufacturing push supports
economic resilience.
Challenges
* High oil dependence increases vulnerability.
¢ Prolonged conflict may:
o Increase inflation.
o Slow economic growth.
o Affect exports/imports.
¢ Indian diaspora in Gulf remains exposed to
security risks.



Pressure may increase on India to take sides in
global conflicts.

Weak global governance mechanisms limit
conflict resolution.

Ethical Dimension

Conflict highlights tension between:
o National sovereignty.
o Humanitarian concerns.
India must balance:
o Realpolitik.
o Humanitarian diplomacy.
Constitutional values of peace, pluralism, and
fraternity remain relevant.

Way Forward

Diversify energy import sources.

Expand renewable energy and green hydrogen
mission.

Strengthen strategic petroleum reserves.
Enhance evacuation and diaspora protection
mechanisms.

Boost domestic manufacturing under
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Maintain strategic autonomy with issue-based
partnerships.

Promote social cohesion and national
consensus on security issues.

Strengthen maritime security in the Indian
Ocean Region.

Advocate reform of multilateral institutions.




Amid disruptions,
a timely lifeline

MAY 2020, the Centre had launched the Emengency Credit
LineGuarantee Scheme(ECLGS) tosupport firms, especially
MSMEs, in dealing with the fallouts of the Covid pandemic,
The facility had benefitted 1.19 crore borrowers, with guar-

anteesaddinguptoRs 361 1akhcrore being issued. With the West
Asia conflict now disrupting economic activities once again,
though the current disruptions areof alowerorderof magnitude,
the government has launched asimilarcredit guarantee scherme
— ECLGS 5.0, Thisisawelcome measure, which could helpfirms
bridge short-term liquidity mismatches.

Thescheme targets additional credit of Rs 2.55 lakh crore, in-
cluding Rs 5,000 crore for airlines. Credit will be extended to
MSMEs and non-MSMEs (excluding aviation) up to 20 percent
of their peak working capital utilised during the fourth quarter of
the last financial year, capped at Rs 100 crore. For airlines, it will
be extended up to 100 per cent, capped at Bs 1500 crore. The
moratorium under the scheme is for a period of one year for
M3SMEs and two years for the airdine sector. This should provide
relief. Economic activities have been disrupted across a range of
sectors. Considering that MSMES are unlikely to have deep
pockets to absorb the surge in input costs and have limited ca-
pacity toabsorbsupply-chain disruptions, they are the worst-af-
fected. In the last MPC meeting, committee member Ram Singh
notedthat “highinputcostsdriven by energy spikesand supply-
sidedisruptions have disproportionately affected the MSME sec-
tor, which lacks the working capital bandwidth totide overthese
shocks™, Nagesh Kumar, another member, had said that the short-
age of natural gas has “affected many MSMEs that use itas a fuel”.
Airline companies, too, have been hit by the conflict. The world
over, there are reports of airlines cutting flights and raising ticket
prices. Inthe US, the surge injet fuel prices, combined with exist-
ing financial stress, has pushed Spirit Airlines to the brink. In
Indlia, oil marketingcompanies raised the price of aviation turbine
fuel forinternational flights last week, while keeping itunchanged
fordomestic flights — providing some relief.

The scale of disruption warrants that the government con-
tinue to monitor the situation. More measures may be needed if
the supply-chain dislocations persist and deepen. Navigating this
period will require policymakers to be nimble and surefooted.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS:
Context of the News

¢ The Union Government launched ECLGS 5.0 to
address liquidity stress caused by disruptions
arising from the ongoing West Asia conflict.

e The earlier Emergency Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme (ECLGS) was launched in May 2020
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

e The previous scheme benefited:

o 1.19 crore borrowers
o Guarantees worth ¥3.61 lakh crore
e Currentdisruptions include:
o Rising fuel and energy costs
o Supply-chain disruptions
o Increased logistics costs
o Pressure on MSMEs and aviation sector

Key Points
e Additional credit support targeted: ¥2.55 lakh
crore
¢ Includes:
o ¥5,000 crore for airlines
¢ MSMEs and non-MSMEs:
o Eligible for additional credit up to 20% of
peak working capital utilisation
o Cap:3%100 crore
e Airlines:
o Eligible up to 100% additional credit
o Cap:%1,500 crore

* Moratorium:
o MSMEs: 1 year
o Airlines: 2 years
e Aim:
o Address short-term liquidity mismatch
o Prevent employment losses
o Maintain business continuity

Static Linkages
e MSMEs contribute significantly to:
o GDP
o Exports
o Employment generation
e Credit guarantee schemes reduce lending risk
for banks.
e Supply-side shocks lead to:
o Cost-push inflation
o Reduced industrial production
* Geopolitical conflicts impact:
o Crude oil prices
o Trade flows
o Inflation and fiscal stability
e Working capital availability is essential for
MSME survival.

Critical Analysis
Significance
* Provides immediate liquidity support during
external economic shocks.
e Helps MSMEs manage rising input costs.
* Prevents large-scale job losses.
e Supports aviation sector affected by fuel price
rise.
Concerns
* Increased dependence on debt may worsen
financial stress.
e Risk of rising NPAs if disruptions continue.
¢ Fiscal burden due to sovereign guarantees.
e |Informal enterprises may not fully benefit.
Challenges
e Timely credit disbursal.
e Monitoring misuse of funds.
e Sustained geopolitical instability may deepen
disruptions.
e Balancing fiscal support with fiscal discipline.

Way Forward

e Strengthen targeted support for vulnerable
MSMEs.

* Improve access to formal credit channels.

e Diversify energy import sources.

e Enhance domestic manufacturing resilience.

e Improve supply-chain infrastructure.

* Promote long-term MSME competitiveness
through technology and digitalisation.
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