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Truce with Iran holds despite fresh attacks: U.S.

Associated Press

DUBAL

U.S. military leaders said
on Tuesday that a ceasefire
with Iran remains in effect,
a day after Tehran was
blamed for new attacks in

the Strait of Hormuz and the ceasefire is not over,”  on Monday, killing five civi

against the UAE. Mr. Hegseth said. lians, state TV reported.
The fragile truce, Iran has said the new ef “Since the ceasefire was

reached nearly a month fort does violate the cease-  announced, Iran has fired

ago, appeared to be hold-  *
ing as U.5. forces pressed
ahead with effons 1o rec-
pen the vital waterway for
global energy. On Monday,
the US. said it sank six
small Iranian boats that
had threatened commer-
clal ships. $o far, only two
merchant ships are known
o have passed through a
new US-guarded route,

! - conference on Tuesday

# oo I RS that Iran’s renewed aggres-
- sion hadn't reached the
threshold of what Gen.
Caine called “major com-
bat operations®. He said
Tuesday marked a “quie-
ter™ day in the strait. *No,

e said.

haalliy fire. Iran's Parliament
Rising defiance: A woman waves an iranian flag in front of an
anti-L.S. billboard at Valiass Square in Tebran, on Tuesday. AFp

wounded in auacks the
day before, and a drone
sparked a fire at a key oll fa-
cility in Fujairah,

U8, Defence Secretary
Pete Hegseth and Gen, Dan

Speaker and chief negotia-
tor, Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf, accused the 1.5,
of undermining reglonal
security. In a post on X, he
signalled that tran has yet
to fully respond to the .S,
atempt to reopen the wa-  said.
terway, "W know full well
that the continuation of
the status quo is intolera:

with hundreds more bot-
tled up in the Persian Gulf,

The UAE, a key Ameri-
«can ally, said it came under
attack by Irankan missiles
and drones for a second
straight day on Tuesday. At~ Caine, the US. military's
least three people were twop officer, told a news

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e Despite a ceasefire between Iran and the U.S.,
fresh attacks took place in the Strait of Hormuz
and UAE oil facilities.

e The U.S. accused Iran of targeting commercial
shipping and attacking the UAE through drones
and missiles.

e UAEFE’s Fujairah oil facility was attacked, injuring
civilians including three Indians.

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi condemned
attacks on civilian infrastructure and
expressed solidarity with the UAE.

* |ndia called for “free and unimpeded
navigation” through the Strait of Hormuz in
accordance with international law.

* Theincident has revived concerns regarding:

o Global energy security

o Maritime security

o Stability in West Asia

o Safety of Indian diaspora in Gulf countries
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Key Points
Strait of Hormuz
¢ Located between Iran and Oman.
e Connects:
o Persian Gulf
o Gulf of Oman
o Arabian Sea
* One of the world’s most important oil
chokepoints.
* Nearly one-fifth of global oil trade passes
through it.
Importance for India
* Indiaimports more than 80% of its crude oil
needs.
e Large share of India’s oil and LNG imports
passes through the Strait of Hormuz.
¢ Around 10 million Indians live in Gulf
countries.
* UAE hosts approximately 4.3 million Indians.
e Gulf remittances are crucial for India’s
economy.

Dle for America; while we
have not even begun yet,”

Disputing Washington's
claim of sinking six boats,
an lranian military com-
mander said two small civi-
lian carge boats were hit

at commercial vessels nine
times and seized two con-
taimer ships, and they've
attacked LS. forces more
than 10 times — all below
the threshold of restarting
major combat operations
at this point,” Gen. Caine

MODI CONDEMNS ATTACKS

India’s Stand

Supported peaceful resolution through dialogue
and diplomacy.

Condemned attacks on civilians and
infrastructure.

Emphasised freedom of navigation and maritime
security.

Maintained strategic balance without directly
targeting any country.

Strategic Concerns

Rising tensions may increase global crude oil
prices.

Threat to supply chains and global trade.
Risk to Indian diaspora and energy security.
Increased militarisation of West Asia affects
Indian Ocean stability.

Static Linkages

Strategic importance of maritime chokepoints.
Sea Lanes of Communication (SLOCs).

Energy security and economic stability.

India’s policy of strategic autonomy.

UNCLOS and freedom of navigation.

Diaspora as a factor in foreign policy.

Maritime security in the Indian Ocean Region.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Highlights importance of West Asia for India’s:
o Energy imports

Trade

Diaspora

Strategic interests

Reinforces need for secure maritime routes.

Demonstrates India’s balanced diplomacy in a

multipolar world.

O O O

Challenges

Oil price volatility may worsen inflation and fiscal
pressures.

Disruption in Hormuz can affect India’s energy
supplies.

Escalation may endanger Indian citizens in Gulf
nations.

Increasing regional instability may impact global
economic recovery.

Way Forward

Diversify energy import sources.

Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR).
Strengthen maritime security cooperation.
Enhance naval presence in the Indian Ocean
Region.

Promote diplomatic engagement in West Asia.
Accelerate renewable energy transition for
reduced import dependence.



Top court judge says PIL has become ‘paisa interest litigation’
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

e Supreme Court judges raised concerns over
the misuse of Public Interest Litigation (PIL)
during hearings in the Sabarimala Temple
review petitions.

e Justice B.V. Nagarathna observed that PILs are
increasingly turning into “private”, “publicity”,
“political”, and “paisa” interest litigations.

e The Union Government argued for
reconsideration of PIL jurisdiction, citing
misuse and judicial overreach.

* Questions were raised regarding the locus
standi of the Indian Young Lawyers
Association, which had challenged the
restriction on women’s entry into Sabarimala
temple. ) .

« The 2018 Supreme Court judgment had * Improved gxecutl\{e accc?untablllty.
allowed entry of women of all age groups into J Rlayed major role in environmental and human
Sabarimala, invoking equality and rights protection.

constitutional morality. Issue§ in PIL .
e Misuse for political or personal agendas.

Increase in publicity-oriented litigation.
Judicial overreach into executive domain.
¢ Delays in genuine cases.
e Burden on constitutional courts.
Constitutional Debate
e Balance between:
Individual rights
Religious freedom
Judicial intervention
Democratic accountability

Static Linkages
e Judicial Activism and Judicial Restraint
e Separation of Powers
* Fundamental Rights
¢ Constitutional Morality
Rule of Law
e Locus Standi
e Essential Religious Practices doctrine
e Access to Justice
e Judicial Review
e Basic Structure Doctrine

Critical Analysis

Importance of PIL
* Helped vulnerable sections access justice.
e Expanded scope of Article 21.

Key Points
e PILis ajudicial innovation developed after the
Emergency period to ensure access to justice
for marginalized groups.
* PIL relaxed the traditional rule of locus standi.
¢ Constitutional basis:
o Article 32 - Supreme Court
o Article 226 - High Courts
o Article 39A - Equal justice and free legal aid
e Important contributors:
o Justice V.R. Krishna lyer
o Justice P.N. Bhagwati
¢ Concerns highlighted by Supreme Court:
Frivolous PILs
Politically motivated litigation
Judicial time burden
Interference in governance and religious
matters
e Sabarimala issue involves:
o Article 14 - Equality
o Article 15 - Non-discrimination
o Article 25 - Freedom of religion

O O O o

Way Forward
e Strict scrutiny of PIL petitions.
e Penalties for frivolous PILs.
* Preserve PIL for genuine social justice issues.
¢ Develop clear guidelines on locus standi.
* Ensure balance between judicial activism and
restraint.
e Fast-track disposal of genuine PIL matters.

0O O O O




Silencing academia, weakening democratic space

‘cxarding 15 the Narietics of Democracy
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A disturbing pattern

‘According to The Wire, 62 academics faced
‘punithve action {2044-26) for their opinions or
polilcal stances. Freedom of expression ks

aculty and stucencs, and viss hurdles for orelgn
mesearchers.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

e V-Dem Institute Report 2026 classified India as
an “Electoral Autocracy”.
e Scholars at Risk “Free to Think 2024” report
termed academic freedom in India as
“completely restricted”.
e Concerns raised regarding:
o Decline in university autonomy,
o Restrictions on dissent,
o Political interference in higher education,
o Pressure on faculty, students, and

researchers.

e Debate linked academic freedom with:
o Constitutional democracy,
o Civil liberties,
o [Institutional accountability.

Key Points

e Academic freedom includes:
o Freedom to teach,
o Conduct research,
o Publish ideas,
o Debate without fear.

e Universities are important for:
o Scientific temper,
o Constitutional morality,
o Democratic culture,
o Policy innovation.

* Reports highlighted:

o Self-censorship in campuses,

o Disruption of academic events,
o Punitive action against scholars,
o Weak institutional grievance mechanisms.

India is party to ICCPR (1979) but not to the First
Optional Protocol.

Democratic decline affects:

o Civil society,

o Mediafreedom,

o Research ecosystem,

o Global academic credibility.

Static Points

Article 14 - Equality before law.
Article 19(1)(a) -
Article 19(1)(c) - Freedom to form associations.
Article 21 - Right to life and liberty.

Article 51A(h) - Scientific temper and spirit of
inquiry.

Basic Structure Doctrine:

o Democracy,

o Rule of law,

o Liberty.

ICCPR and international human rights framework.
Role of dissent in democracy.

University autonomy in democratic governance.

Critical Analysis
Importance of Academic Freedom

Encourages innovation and research.
Strengthens democratic accountability.
Promotes critical thinking.

Supports evidence-based policymaking.

Concerns

Centralisation may reduce autonomy.

Fear of punishment may increase self-censorship.
Politicisation of campuses affects neutrality.
Weak dissent culture may weaken democracy.
Restrictions can affect India’s global academic
rankings.

Government Perspective

Need to maintain:

o Public order,

o National security,

o Social harmony.

Regulation necessary to prevent:
o Extremism,

o Hate speech,

o Campus violence.

Way Forward

Ensure institutional autonomy of universities.
Strengthen constitutional protection for free
expression.

Promote transparent university governance.
Reduce excessive political interference.
Encourage research and innovation ecosystem.
Strengthen grievance redressal systems.
Promote constitutional values and scientific
temper.

Balance national security with civil liberties.

Freedom of speech and expression.



The Iran conflict and the future of Shia identity

e Iran war is not merely a geopolitical

conlict; it is a crucible for the future of

Shia identity. For nearly half a century,
Shiism has been shaped by the Iranian
revolutionary maodel - an aszertive fssion of
elerical autharity, state power, and transnational
profitical ambition. This conflict could disrupt,
reinforce, or that synthesis. The war
may fragment Shia identity, pu]ling It back toward
ational furms. But it may equally consolidate
and radicalise it, deepening a shaned namative of
oppression and reviving its mast powerful
theclogical motifs - martyrdom, sacrifice, and
resistance.

Simultaneous trajectories

These two trajectories ane unfolding
simultanecusly, in tension with one ancther,
scross different Shia societies. The first points
toward fragmentation, Since the 1979 Iranian
Revolution, Shia identity has been closely tied 1o
the idea of “political Shiism® - a moded in which
religious authority is ensconced as the supreme:
decision maker within a state and projected

sk
peolitical influence. ran positioned itself as the
guardian and leader of Shia communities
workdwide, building alliances with groups such as
Hezbollah in Lebanon, the Houthis in Yemen, and
various militias and political Exctions in Irag,

The current war places this model under
severe sirain. With [ran immeasurably weakened
- nnlhar\]ymulemnnnncnl.ly s ahlh:ym
sustain this tr | network is considerabl
dimimished. This could bead to what might be
called the *nationalization” of Shia identity,

L
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and symbalic bons. The alternative trajectory is
ane of consolidation and radicalisation, 1 the war
is framed - and experienced - by Shia
‘communities & an assault not just on Iran but on
Shia bdentity itself, it could reinforce a shared
sense of collective victinhood.

For centuries, Shia consciousness has been
shaped by the memory of oppression under
Sumﬂdnmlmledempdrﬁ.mldmkﬁepublm
successfully tapped into this historical narrative,
necasting o
ofa Inrumulramnmmjm The current
war adds a further dimension: the pumuplhn of
being targeted not only by regional Sunni
oppressors such as the Howse of Saud but also by
powerful external actors, particularly Israed and
the United States. In such a context, differences of
nationality or political orientation may recede in
importance, overshadowed by a shared narrative
ol exgstential threat.

What Karbala represents

Al the heart of this consolidating and radicalising
narrative lies the Batle of Karbala in 680 CE, in
which Imam Hussain and his small band of
followers were martyred by the forces of the
Umayyad caliph Yazid. This is the foundational
‘event of Shia identity. It is not mumlya hl.smrul

choioe; it would be an expression of identity
iitself, The juxtaposition of these two trajectories
captures the uncertainty of the present moment.
These dynamics are not evenly dissributed. In
countries such as Iraq, where the Shia are a
denW‘aﬂm majority and deeply invested in
ke pull toward
ma)' e sironger especially if Grand Ayatollah
Sistani and the Najaf establishment
throw their weight behin it. In Lebanon and
Bahrain, where identity is more closely tied o
perceptions of oppression, idation may
prove more compelling. In Iran the suffering
inflicted by the United States-lsraell antacks, seen
by Iranians of all political Inses as unprovoked
and unjustified, is likely to reinforce the Karbaly
symdrome and, therefore, aid consolidation as
well as radicalisation.

Loaking ahead
The autcome will depend not anly on the course
of the war but on how it is interpreted. For in
Shiism, as inall Imn;lladllhlu identity is nut
merely inherited; it
llwwm the :mem!aynrhl.sm') memory, and
experience.,

While on the surface it appears like a toss up
between the two trajectories, given the

episode but a living symbial,

mature of Shia suffering, it is more

in rituals of mourning and remembrance. Karbala
represents the triumph of moral truth over brute
power, the willingness to make the

sacrifice in the Bce of injustice. IF Shia
communities perceive themsehves as under siege,
Karbala provides a ready-made narrative through
which to interpret their experience,

Shiism will not be seen as a vehicle for Shia identity This consolidation and radicalisation weuld
geopelitical struggle but a religious radicion that faces the also reinvigorate the concept of “resistance”. This
coexists with multiple political arrangements. ibility of war and especially the near total devastation of

Yet, this is only one side of the story, Wars do possibifity o South Lebanon, which is predominantly Shia,
not menely fragment identities; they alse forge fragmentation andd the uprooting of its population by lsracl
them. The same conflict that has weakened U|' radlm] invaders could deepen this orientation.

imstitutional structures can intensify i s

KEYFHGHUGHT
Context of the News
* The ongoing Iran-Israel-U.S. tensions have

would no longer be simply a sirategic

than likely :ha:mnsohd.mm as -ellas

may ion or

at the very least msptmaslpuﬁmnsnamm'r.he
Shia population into action across natonal
k

hounciaries.

I the larter prediction holds true, the war
against lran may end up spawning a Shia variant
of al-Caeda that, like the original version, could
make the 1.5, its primary target. Lebanon, a
failing state, could provide the breeding ground
and sanctuary for such an organisation as the
fa.lktinfghana;aitdld for the original al-Qaeda.

The law of unintended consequences works in
unprdictable ways.

revived debates on the future of Shia political

identity in West Asia.

e [ran’s weakening due to prolonged conflict and
sanctions may affect its influence over Shia

groups such as Hezbollah and Houthis.
* Analysts suggest two possible trends:

o Fragmentation of Shia identity into nation-

centric politics

o Radicalisation and consolidation around

resistance narratives
e The Battle of Karbala and the concept of
martyrdom are again being used in political
mobilisation.

Key Points
e 1979 Iranian Revolution institutionalised
“Political Shiism”.
* [ran projected itself as protector of Shia
populations globally.
* Major Iran-linked groups:
o Hezbollah (Lebanon)
o Houthis (Yemen)
o lIraqi Shia militias
e Karbala (680 CE):
o Central eventin Shia history
o Symbol of sacrifice against injustice
e Conflict may increase:
o Sectarian tensions
o Anti-West sentiments
o Proxy warfare

e Weak states like Lebanon may witness rise of

extremist organisations.
e Strait of Hormuz remains strategically
important for global oil supply.

Static Linkages

Sunni-Shia split in Islamic history
Theocracy and fusion of religion with
politics

Proxy wars in international relations
Non-state actors in global security
Fragile states and terrorism
Strategic importance of Strait of
Hormuz

Energy security and maritime
chokepoints

Identity politics and radicalisation
Religious symbolism in political
mobilisation

Critical Analysis
Concerns
e Rise in sectarian conflict in West Asia
e |Increased radicalisation among
vulherable groups
e Threat to maritime trade and oil
supply
e Expansion of proxy warfare
e Possibility of emergence of new
extremist organisations
Opportunities
e Weakening of transnational militancy
networks
e Greater integration of Shia groups
into national politics
e Scope for diplomatic settlementin
West Asia
Impact on India
e Threat to energy security
e Risk to Indian diaspora in Gulf region
e Impact on crude oil prices and
inflation
e Importance of balanced diplomacy
with:
o Iran
Israel
o Gulf countries
o United States

o

Way Forward

e Promote diplomatic resolution
through multilateral forums.

e Strengthen regional dialogue
mechanisms in West Asia.

e Counter radicalisation through
inclusive governance.

e Ensure maritime security in Strait of
Hormuz.

¢ |ndia should continue strategic
autonomy in West Asia policy.

e Focus on energy diversification and
strategic petroleum reserves.



Building bridges
Battery storage capacity must keep pace
with solar energy generation

ndia scaled a record peak demand of 256.1
l GW on April 25 with solar plants supplying

21.5% of the afternoon load — an all-time
high, and the clearest signal yet that the country’s
installed solar fleet can do real work when the
sun is overhead. But the same day's full 24-hour
ledger told a more sobering story. When there
was accounting for the whole day of April 25, so-
lar contributed only about 10.8% of daily genera-
tion, and just 0.1% of the evening’s needs after
sunset. Solar's share of India’s installed electric
capacity has nearly doubled from about 15% in
2022 to nearly 28% in early 2026, However, solar
accounted for roughly 5.6% of generation on In-
dia’s peak-demand day in 2022 and only in-
creased to the 10.8% of April - a clear indication
of the yawning gap that remains between the
realities of the present and what is possible. The
bottleneck is not panels, land or ambition but the
inability to use the vast stores of generated elec-
trons through batteries. In fact, such is the pauc-
ity of battery storage that States which are prolific
producers of solar power are being asked to halt
their supply, lest it compromise the stability of In-
dia’s electric grid. In 2025, India had to curtail 2.3
terawatt hours of solar generation between late
May and December, equivalent to 18% of average
monthly solar output, with 0.9 TWh (terra-watt
hours) wasted in October alone. Given that pro-
ducers of such electricity must be compensated,
this ends up being a cost to the public exchequer
‘which pays for power that was never delivered.
The India Meteorological Department’s forecast
of a below-normal monsoon at 92% of the Long
Period Average — the first such warning in 11 years
- only sharpens the argument: a hotter, drier
summer means greater daytime demand, which
is precisely when solar should be doing the heavy
lifiing.

The encouraging news is battery economics.
Standalone two-hour battery storage tariffs fell
from around ¥2.21 lakh per MW per month in ear-
ly 2025 to ¥1.48 lakh by year-end. The challenge is
execution. Only 0.7 GWh of battery storage was
operational in India by end-2025, with another 2
GWh expected by December 2026, The Centre
and States must now focus less on tendering and
maore on commissioning — pairing every fresh so-
lar auction with mandatory co-located storage
and resolving the financing wall facing aggres-
sively bid low-tariff projects. Solar capacity with-
out storage is a half-built bridge.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

India recorded an all-time peak electricity
demand of 256.1 GW on April 25, 2026.

Solar power supplied around 21.5% of
afternoon electricity demand, the highest ever
daytime contribution.

However, solar contributed only 10.8% of total
daily electricity generation due to lack of
storage capacity.

Solar contribution during evening peak
demand remained negligible after sunset.
India curtailed nearly 2.3 TWh of solar
electricity in 2025 because of grid stability
concerns and inadequate storage
infrastructure.

Battery storage tariffs declined significantly in
2025, improving prospects for renewable
energy integration.

The issue highlights the growing importance of
Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) in
India’s renewable energy transition.

Key Points

India’s installed solar capacity share increased
from nearly 15% (2022) to around 28% (2026).

Despite rapid solar expansion, generation
share remains lower because solar is
intermittent.
Lack of battery storage leads to:
o Renewable energy curtailment
o Grid instability
o Wastage of generated electricity
o Financial losses
India had only around 0.7 GWh operational
battery storage capacity by end-2025.
Battery storage tariffs declined from around:
o %2.21 lakh/MW/month »%1.48
lakh/MW/month in 2025.
Government initiatives:
o National Solar Mission
o Green Energy Corridors
o PLI Scheme for Advanced Chemistry Cells
PM-KUSUM Scheme
National Green Hydrogen Mission
India’s targets:
o 500 GW non-fossil fuel capacity by 2030
o Net-zero emissions by 2070

o

(¢]

Static Linkages

Renewable energy sources are intermittent in
nature.

Grid stability depends upon balancing supply
and demand in real time.

Energy storage systems improve grid flexibility
and reliability.

Pumped hydro and lithium-ion batteries are
major storage technologies.

Electricity falls under the Concurrent List.
Sustainable development balances economic
growth and environmental protection.

Fossil fuel-based electricity contributes to
greenhouse gas emissions.

India is a party to the Paris Climate Agreement.
Smart grids reduce transmission losses and
improve efficiency.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reduces dependence on imported fossil fuels.
Supports India’s climate commitments.
Enhances energy security.

Helps in reducing carbon emissions.

Challenges

Inadequate battery storage infrastructure.
High initial investment costs.

Dependence on imported lithium and critical
minerals.

Financial weakness of DISCOMs.

Transmission and grid integration bottlenecks.



Renewable energy curtailment causing
economic losses.

Concerns

Capacity addition without storage creates
inefficiency.

Evening peak demand still depends heavily on
thermal power.

Curtailment reduces investor confidence in
renewable sector.

Way Forward

Mandate battery storage with future solar
projects.

Expand Battery Energy Storage Systems
(BESS).

Promote pumped hydro storage projects.
Strengthen Green Energy Corridors.
Develop domestic battery manufacturing
ecosystem.

Improve DISCOM financial health.
Promote smart grids and time-of-day pricing.
Encourage battery recycling and circular
economy.




At sea
The expansion of high-end frigate fleet
must be in step with perceived threars

he Indian Kavy's Project 174 is a #45,000-

«crore programme to build seven *Nilgiri*-

«class frigates, with anti-air, anti-surface,
and anti-submarine capabilities, as an advanced
complement to the ‘Shivalik’ frigates and a pre-
cursar to Project 178, The Project delivered the
INS Mahendragiri on April 30, completing six de-
liveries in 17 months, but had previously faced
multiple delays, The Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) of India has fagged hundreds of
design changes in previous warship classes dur-
ing construction. Deliveries had been delayed
even though ships were nominally complete be-
cause they lacked critical components such asen-
gines and sensors, allowing the projects 1o meet
commissiening dates on paper while leaving the
hull unprepared for combat. A 2025 CAG report
found that the Mavy was inducting platforms
without building the supporting infrastructure.
‘While Project 17A used 75% indigenous compo-
ments by value, many critical parts were sourced
from abroad, and without them the vessels’ final
integration was withheld. Currently, India can
uild most of each ship bur exercises limited con-
trol over timelines.

The Indian Ocean carries most of India’s ener-
gy imports as well as Chinese naval deployments,
but the nature of these challenges alone does not
resolve the kind and scale of response they merit.
India baile the Chain of Static Sensors after the
2008 Mumbai attacks, with radar hardware in-
velving imported parts, The Chain has been ex-
tended to Mauritius, Sri Lanka, and the Sey-
chelles, and together with naval platforms forms
a detect-decide-respond system. But while naval
satellites and underwater sensor networks pro-
vide the ‘detect” aspect, the frigates’ radars and
sonars remain the most imported -and thus
most delayed - components, imiting the vessels”
ability 1o function as mobile sensors, Adding
more surface combatants is like adding receivers
o a network still transmitting a fuzzy picture.
Granted, securing sea lanes and addressing non-
traditional threats such as Houthi drone and mis-
sile activity justify some number of mult-role fri-
gates. However, these platforms are also overkill
fior coumering piracy and smuggling. Heightened
surveillance and the Indian Coast Guard also ad-
dress the 26/11 scenario, And while the People’s
Liberation Army Navy has been increasing its
submarine presence in the region, an Indian hall
lacking the premium sensors required to find
these vessels is effectively not responding to Chi-
na's presence, What then is the purpose of ex-
panding the high-end frigate flect? One possibili-
ty iis to sustain domestic shipyards and absorb
new technolegies, but this risks allowing industry
imenests to supersede the demands of the threat
emvironment. In sum, India has a response fleet
facing delays, a sensor grid with incomplete cov-
erage and overdue upgrades, a domestic indus-
trial ecosystem that still depends on imports,
and, ultimately, investments that are out of step
with the threats they ane meant o address,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context
e INS Mahendragiri, a Nilgiri-class stealth frigate
under Project 17A, was delivered on April 30.
* Project 17Ais a345,000-crore programme to
build 7 stealth frigates for the Indian Navy.
e The CAG flagged delays due to:
o Design changes
o Delayed import of engines, radars, and
sonars
o Incomplete combat integration
e Concerns were also raised over induction of
ships without adequate infrastructure and
operational readiness.
e Theissue is important amid:
o Chinese naval presence in the Indian Ocean
o Maritime security threats
o Post-26/11 coastal security reforms

Key Points
e Built by:
o Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd (MDL)
o Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers
(GRSE)
e Successor to Shivalik-class frigates (Project
17).

e Capabilities:
o Anti-air warfare
o Anti-surface warfare
o Anti-submarine warfare
o Stealth and network-centric systems
e Around 75% indigenous content by value, but
critical systems still imported.
e Chain of Static Sensors established after 26/11;
extended to Mauritius, Sri Lanka, and Seychelles.
e Strategic role:
o Protect Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs)
o Counter Chinese naval expansion in the Indian
Ocean Region (IOR)

Static Points

¢ India heavily depends on maritime trade and energy
imports.

e Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) is crucial for
coastal security.

e Defence indigenisation promoted under:
o Atmanirbhar Bharat
o Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP)

e CAG audits defence expenditure under Article 149.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Enhances India’s blue-water naval capability.
e Strengthens maritime deterrence in the IOR.
e Promotes indigenous shipbuilding.
Challenges
e Dependence on imported sensors and propulsion
systems.
e Delays reduce combat preparedness.
e Weak sensor capability affects anti-submarine
operations.
e Risk of fleet expansion without technological self-
reliance.

Way Forward
e Develop indigenous radars, sonars, and engines.
e Strengthen DRDO-private sector collaboration.
e Reduce design changes and improve project
management.
e Prioritise surveillance and sensor networks.
e |ntegrate shipbuilding with logistics infrastructure.



A student’s grit, a Lucknow
school slessonininclusion

Sarah Moin's
achievement is

atestament Lo

her resolvein
the faceof

layered

challenges, one
that was

nurtured by an

ceosystem that
responded

with empathy

and

imagination

HE DECLARATION of schosol

‘passing-cut resulis oftenbrings

o light accounts of remarkable

grit and fortitude — of young

people taking imponant stepsin
thelr aspimtionad foumey despite formidable
o i year's

education must respand wodiversity —

abiliry. gender, caste. language, andwdo
ecasormie background, The National Edu-
cation Policy 2020 has foregrounded inchu-
sion, Mexibility, and multidisciplinary
learning: i has spoken of teachers’ auton-
oeny. Vet Ali e, who

grad-
uates b5 Sarmh Modn, who seorned moe than
98 per cent — the highest among 258 stu-
dents at Lucknow's Christ Churnch College.
et her achievernendt is much more than -
demic excellence in comeentional terms. It
isa:mnemmlmw-m-ou’smnlmin
the fxceof layered challenges, one that was
nitrtured Iy an ecosystem Uit reponded
with emgeithry and

Saral's fc took:a difficult turm carly. Di-
agmioead al theage ol fourwith a rare cotdi-
tion that gracually dimmed ber viston, she
wonldl, within a fiew years, lese hor hearing
a5 wdl, followed by the onset of speech dif-
ficulties. The youngster's parerts focmed the
flrst cirche of resilience arcund hes, They
chomea school that grve wingstoher dreams.
Christ Church College arranged ind vidual-
ined classes, ensured Ul tetbooks were
scanned and converted intoaccessible digi-
vl formars, and erabled hes 1o eigage with
thiem thaough a Bradlle-based device, Ques-
tiom papers were adapted so she could resd
thiem thercargh towch, sind her responses wene

. = y

smndh mhmabllrwkmuseurmb

mrﬂculumnnﬁcwiﬂatmm

The scattered, but significan, instances
of schooils and educasoes rising tothe chal-
lerge of diverse learners also underline the
Ripshde — gverworked, disempowered and
undertrained teschen and curricuky that
often privilege roce keaming. For every stu-
dent who gets adaptive support, a large
s ol chifldeen at ireractions of disad-
VANRgE = from marginalised castes, minor-
itdes, girls, o those with disabilities —
struggh tonavigate structurss which donot
recognise their needs. India stands a1
demographic crossroads. with one of the
youngest populations in the workd, Thisdivi-
dend can ondybeearmed ifthe education sys-
Lemeduips young peaphe — ot a privileged
subsct, butadl of them — withtheconfdence
and capabilities required 10 participate
meaningfilly in the coonomy.

There s, of course, notemplate i addnes
diiversity and Incquality. And. it may notbe

In recent years, studentis' ensolment has
Encreased appreciabily. Yet, survey after sur-
vey has shown that this achlevement re-
raking incosplite L the Esos of rigid peds-
gogles that are not sensitive to varied
Ianing eperieners. Sarals jousmey shows
thiat inchusian Is not fust aboat bringing the
il e classroam but also & result alene-
ative efforts to transfosm instiutional cul-
ruare 1o respond Lo diverse needs.
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replicate Chaist Church College's
programmes In another conbext. However,

v ks veof inclus-
bee systemcan achieve, The question, then,
& whetherthe clioioes e had canbe scabed
= whether the sensitivity and creativity
demonstrated by the Lcknow school can
escoamee the: nosm mather than a rarity. Can
oo across the country be reosierted
toaccommadae diverse leaming needs?
Can teacher training programnves equip
educaionstocngage with difference not 252

i direct

10 b mairgged, il a8 an oppor-

Larger, more uncomiortable question. ks In
di's educational ecosystem, a8 a whole,
equipped = orevenwilling — tobecomse an
enabder inthe winy ber school did?
Flagship programmies and legislative
Trameworks, such s the Sarva Shiksha Ab-
hiyanandthe Right to Education Act. have
saught toinstitutionalise the idea that ec-
cation isa right, not a privilege. Az the kevel
of policy, the government acknowledges that

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

e Sarah Moin, a visually and hearing-impaired
student from Lucknow’s Christ Church College,
scored above 98% in Class Xll examinations.

tunity teenrich the leaming ervironmend?
Theseare il sy questions, and they do
niot sdmilt quick answers. Today, a5 Sarah
stancls at thethreshold ol a rasjor iransition,
let'sall wish herthe bess, And.hope herstory
aLalyst for thehor-

izoms of many others.

Thewriter is servor associate editer, TheIndian
Express. boushic dasguploigespressnda com

* The school enabled accessible learning

through:

o Braille-supported digital devices
o Scanned textbooks
o Modified examination papers
o Individual academic assistance

e Theissue highlights the larger debate on

inclusive education and accessibility in India’s

education system.

* The development is significant in the context

of:

o National Education Policy (NEP) 2020

o Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPwD)

Act, 2016

o SDG-4 (Inclusive and Equitable Education)

Key Points

* Inclusive education means integrating children

with disabilities into mainstream education
with adequate support systems.

e RPwD Act, 2016 mandates inclusive education

for children with disabilities.

e NEP 2020 emphasizes:
o Equitable and inclusive education

o Flexibility in learning

o Use of assistive technologies

e [ndia’s demographic dividend depends upon

quality human capital formation.

Major challenges:

Lack of trained teachers

Inaccessible infrastructure

Rote-learning pedagogy

Digital divide

Poor implementation of disability-friendly
measures

O O O O

Static Linkages

Article 14 - Equality before law

Article 15 - Prohibition of discrimination

Article 21A - Right to Education

Article 41 - Assistance in cases of disability
Article 46 — Educational interests of weaker sections
Directive Principles of State Policy

Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016
Samagra Shiksha Scheme

National Education Policy 2020

SDG 4 - Inclusive and equitable quality education
Universal Design for Learning (UDL)

Critical Analysis
Positives

Demonstrates importance of inclusive pedagogy.
Highlights role of teachers and institutions in social
empowerment.

Promotes substantive equality rather than formal
equality.

Supports constitutional vision of social justice.

Challenges

Shortage of special educators.

Weak implementation of RPwD Act.

Limited accessibility in government schools.

Poor awareness regarding assistive technologies.
Examination systems remain largely non-inclusive.

Constitutional/Ethical Dimensions

Education is a tool for dignity and empowerment.
Inclusive classrooms strengthen equality and social
cohesion.

Ethical governance requires empathy-based
policymaking.

Way Forward

Strengthen implementation of RPwD Act, 2016.
Expand teacher training in inclusive education.
Increase funding for accessible infrastructure and
assistive technology.

Promote flexible and competency-based
assessments.

Improve digital accessibility in schools.

Ensure convergence among education, health, and
social justice ministries.



Weakening rupee points
to challenges ahead

HEINDIAN rupee continues to weaken. On Tuesday,

it hovered around 95.36 against the dellar during

early trading. Since the beginning of this year, the cur-

rency has fallen by around 5.64 per cent. Sentiment
continues to be weighed down by the conflict in West Asia,
with fresh attacks rattling investors. But the pressure on the
Indian currency predates the [ran war. Last year, the rupee fell
by roughly 5 per cent against the dollar. The problem is on both
the current and capital accounts.

Global crude oil prices remain elevated due to energy market
dislocations, exerting pressure on the current account. Brent
crude is currently around $113 per barrel. In April, the price of
the Indian crude oil basket averaged $114.48 perbarrel, accord-
ing to data from the Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell.
‘There is the possibility of the current account deficit widening
toaround 2 per cent in 2026-27. While this is considerably lower
than that around the period of the taper tantrum — the deficit
had widened to 4.8 per cent of GDP in 2012-13 — financing it will
be challenging in the current environment. Capital flows are
under pressure. So far in the calendar year, foreign portfolioin-
vestors have taken out around $21.2 billion from the stock mar-
kets. This comes after outflows of $18.9 billion last year. While
the central bank has been taking steps to ease the stress on the
rupee, itsshort dollar book has swelled, the pressure on the cur-
rency continues. In previous episodes of such stress, the RBl at-
tempted to facilitate capital inflows through various instru-
ments. For instance, during the taper tantrum, funds were
mobilised through the FCNR-B deposits.

So far, retail fuel prices have not been adjusted to reflect the
higher global prices. But there are limits to the burden that can
be borne by the oil companies and the government — the war
has been going on for more than two months. Higher prices at
the pumpwill push up retail inflation across the country — retail
inflation edged up to 34 per cent in March. A few days ago, the
price of the commercial LPG cylinder was raised by Rs 993,
whichwill translate to higher input costs for restaurants, hotels,
commercial kitchens etc, feeding price pressures. A prolonged
conflict will impact economic momentum, worsening the
growth-inflation dynamics. The macroeconomic situation calls
for deft and delicate management.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

e [ndian rupee weakened by around 5.64% this
year amid West Asia conflict and global
uncertainty.

* Rising crude oil prices increased pressure on
India’s external sector.

e Brent crude remained around $113/barrel;
Indian crude basket averaged $114.48/barrel
(PPAC data).

e FPI outflows of nearly $21.2 billion recorded
this year.

e Concerns over widening Current Account
Deficit (CAD), imported inflation, and
slowdown in growth momentum.

Key Points

e Higher crude prices increase India’s import bill
and worsen CAD.

e CAD may widen to nearly 2% of GDP.

¢ During the 2013 Taper Tantrum, CAD had
reached 4.8% of GDP.

* Persistent FPIl outflows weaken rupee stability.

e RBIl intervening through forex market
operations to stabilize currency.

* Increase in commercial LPG prices likely to
raise input costs and inflationary pressures.

e Retailinflation increased to 3.4% in March.
e Prolonged geopolitical tensions may worsen
growth-inflation dynamics.

Static Linkages

¢ [ndia follows a Managed Float Exchange Rate
System.

e CAD includes trade in goods, services, remittances,
and income flows.

e Capital account includes FDI, FPI, ECBs, and banking
capital.

e Rupee depreciation can increase export
competitiveness but raises import costs.

e |mported inflation occurs due to rise in global
commodity prices.

e RBI uses forex reserves and market intervention to
stabilize currency.

e FCNR(B) deposits were used during the 2013 Taper
Tantrum to attract forex inflows.

e Crude oil prices directly impact inflation, fiscal
deficit, and BoP stability.

Critical Analysis
Challenges
e Rising crude prices worsen trade deficit.
e |mported inflation increases fuel and transportation
costs.
e FPI outflows reduce foreign exchange inflows.
e Pressure on RBI forex reserves.
e Risk of stagflation-like situation (high inflation + low
growth).
Positives
e Rupee depreciation may support exports.
¢ India’s CAD still lower than 2013 crisis levels.
e Strong forex reserves provide buffer against
volatility.

Way Forward
e Diversify crude import sources.
e Promote renewable energy and green hydrogen.
e Encourage stable FDI inflows over volatile FPI flows.
e Strengthen export competitiveness.
e Maintain calibrated RBI intervention.
e Expand strategic petroleum reserves.
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