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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Despite a ceasefire between Iran and the U.S.,
fresh attacks took place in the Strait of Hormuz
and UAE oil facilities.
The U.S. accused Iran of targeting commercial
shipping and attacking the UAE through drones
and missiles.
UAE’s Fujairah oil facility was attacked, injuring
civilians including three Indians.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi condemned
attacks on civilian infrastructure and
expressed solidarity with the UAE.
India called for “free and unimpeded
navigation” through the Strait of Hormuz in
accordance with international law.
The incident has revived concerns regarding:

Global energy security
Maritime security
Stability in West Asia
Safety of Indian diaspora in Gulf countries

Key Points
Strait of Hormuz

Located between Iran and Oman.
Connects:

Persian Gulf
Gulf of Oman
Arabian Sea

One of the world’s most important oil
chokepoints.
Nearly one-fifth of global oil trade passes
through it.

Importance for India
India imports more than 80% of its crude oil
needs.
Large share of India’s oil and LNG imports
passes through the Strait of Hormuz.
Around 10 million Indians live in Gulf
countries.
UAE hosts approximately 4.3 million Indians.
Gulf remittances are crucial for India’s
economy.

India’s Stand
Supported peaceful resolution through dialogue
and diplomacy.
Condemned attacks on civilians and
infrastructure.
Emphasised freedom of navigation and maritime
security.
Maintained strategic balance without directly
targeting any country.

Strategic Concerns
Rising tensions may increase global crude oil
prices.
Threat to supply chains and global trade.
Risk to Indian diaspora and energy security.
Increased militarisation of West Asia affects
Indian Ocean stability.

Static Linkages
Strategic importance of maritime chokepoints.
Sea Lanes of Communication (SLOCs).
Energy security and economic stability.
India’s policy of strategic autonomy.
UNCLOS and freedom of navigation.
Diaspora as a factor in foreign policy.
Maritime security in the Indian Ocean Region.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Highlights importance of West Asia for India’s:
Energy imports
Trade
Diaspora
Strategic interests

Reinforces need for secure maritime routes.
Demonstrates India’s balanced diplomacy in a
multipolar world.

Challenges
Oil price volatility may worsen inflation and fiscal
pressures.
Disruption in Hormuz can affect India’s energy
supplies.
Escalation may endanger Indian citizens in Gulf
nations.
Increasing regional instability may impact global
economic recovery.

Way Forward
Diversify energy import sources.
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR).
Strengthen maritime security cooperation.
Enhance naval presence in the Indian Ocean
Region.
Promote diplomatic engagement in West Asia.
Accelerate renewable energy transition for
reduced import dependence.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Supreme Court judges raised concerns over
the misuse of Public Interest Litigation (PIL)
during hearings in the Sabarimala Temple
review petitions.
Justice B.V. Nagarathna observed that PILs are
increasingly turning into “private”, “publicity”,
“political”, and “paisa” interest litigations.
The Union Government argued for
reconsideration of PIL jurisdiction, citing
misuse and judicial overreach.
Questions were raised regarding the locus
standi of the Indian Young Lawyers
Association, which had challenged the
restriction on women’s entry into Sabarimala
temple.
The 2018 Supreme Court judgment had
allowed entry of women of all age groups into
Sabarimala, invoking equality and
constitutional morality.

Key Points 
PIL is a judicial innovation developed after the
Emergency period to ensure access to justice
for marginalized groups.
PIL relaxed the traditional rule of locus standi.
Constitutional basis:

Article 32 – Supreme Court
Article 226 – High Courts
Article 39A – Equal justice and free legal aid

Important contributors:
Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer
Justice P.N. Bhagwati

Concerns highlighted by Supreme Court:
Frivolous PILs
Politically motivated litigation
Judicial time burden
Interference in governance and religious
matters

Sabarimala issue involves:
Article 14 – Equality
Article 15 – Non-discrimination
Article 25 – Freedom of religion

Essential Religious Practices doctrine
Constitutional morality vs religious
customs

Static Linkages
Judicial Activism and Judicial Restraint
Separation of Powers
Fundamental Rights
Constitutional Morality
Rule of Law
Locus Standi
Essential Religious Practices doctrine
Access to Justice
Judicial Review
Basic Structure Doctrine

Critical Analysis
Importance of PIL

Helped vulnerable sections access justice.
Expanded scope of Article 21.
Improved executive accountability.
Played major role in environmental and human
rights protection.

Issues in PIL
Misuse for political or personal agendas.
Increase in publicity-oriented litigation.
Judicial overreach into executive domain.
Delays in genuine cases.
Burden on constitutional courts.

Constitutional Debate
Balance between:

Individual rights
Religious freedom
Judicial intervention
Democratic accountability

Way Forward
Strict scrutiny of PIL petitions.
Penalties for frivolous PILs.
Preserve PIL for genuine social justice issues.
Develop clear guidelines on locus standi.
Ensure balance between judicial activism and
restraint.
Fast-track disposal of genuine PIL matters.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

V-Dem Institute Report 2026 classified India as
an “Electoral Autocracy”.
Scholars at Risk “Free to Think 2024” report
termed academic freedom in India as
“completely restricted”.
Concerns raised regarding:

Decline in university autonomy,
Restrictions on dissent,
Political interference in higher education,
Pressure on faculty, students, and
researchers.

Debate linked academic freedom with:
Constitutional democracy,
Civil liberties,
Institutional accountability.

Key Points
Academic freedom includes:

Freedom to teach,
Conduct research,
Publish ideas,
Debate without fear.

Universities are important for:
Scientific temper,
Constitutional morality,
Democratic culture,
Policy innovation.

Reports highlighted:
Self-censorship in campuses,
Disruption of academic events,
Punitive action against scholars,
Weak institutional grievance mechanisms.

India is party to ICCPR (1979) but not to the First
Optional Protocol.
Democratic decline affects:

Civil society,
Media freedom,
Research ecosystem,
Global academic credibility.

Static Points
Article 14 – Equality before law.
Article 19(1)(a) – Freedom of speech and expression.
Article 19(1)(c) – Freedom to form associations.
Article 21 – Right to life and liberty.
Article 51A(h) – Scientific temper and spirit of
inquiry.
Basic Structure Doctrine:

Democracy,
Rule of law,
Liberty.

ICCPR and international human rights framework.
Role of dissent in democracy.
University autonomy in democratic governance.

Critical Analysis
Importance of Academic Freedom

Encourages innovation and research.
Strengthens democratic accountability.
Promotes critical thinking.
Supports evidence-based policymaking.

Concerns
Centralisation may reduce autonomy.
Fear of punishment may increase self-censorship.
Politicisation of campuses affects neutrality.
Weak dissent culture may weaken democracy.
Restrictions can affect India’s global academic
rankings.

Government Perspective
Need to maintain:

Public order,
National security,
Social harmony.

Regulation necessary to prevent:
Extremism,
Hate speech,
Campus violence.

Way Forward
Ensure institutional autonomy of universities.
Strengthen constitutional protection for free
expression.
Promote transparent university governance.
Reduce excessive political interference.
Encourage research and innovation ecosystem.
Strengthen grievance redressal systems.
Promote constitutional values and scientific
temper.
Balance national security with civil liberties.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The ongoing Iran-Israel-U.S. tensions have
revived debates on the future of Shia political
identity in West Asia.
Iran’s weakening due to prolonged conflict and
sanctions may affect its influence over Shia
groups such as Hezbollah and Houthis.
Analysts suggest two possible trends:

Fragmentation of Shia identity into nation-
centric politics
Radicalisation and consolidation around
resistance narratives

The Battle of Karbala and the concept of
martyrdom are again being used in political
mobilisation.

Key Points
1979 Iranian Revolution institutionalised
“Political Shiism”.
Iran projected itself as protector of Shia
populations globally.
Major Iran-linked groups:

Hezbollah (Lebanon)
Houthis (Yemen)
Iraqi Shia militias

Karbala (680 CE):
Central event in Shia history
Symbol of sacrifice against injustice

Conflict may increase:
Sectarian tensions
Anti-West sentiments
Proxy warfare

Weak states like Lebanon may witness rise of
extremist organisations.
Strait of Hormuz remains strategically
important for global oil supply.

Static Linkages
Sunni-Shia split in Islamic history
Theocracy and fusion of religion with
politics
Proxy wars in international relations
Non-state actors in global security
Fragile states and terrorism
Strategic importance of Strait of
Hormuz
Energy security and maritime
chokepoints
Identity politics and radicalisation
Religious symbolism in political
mobilisation

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Rise in sectarian conflict in West Asia
Increased radicalisation among
vulnerable groups
Threat to maritime trade and oil
supply
Expansion of proxy warfare
Possibility of emergence of new
extremist organisations

Opportunities
Weakening of transnational militancy
networks
Greater integration of Shia groups
into national politics
Scope for diplomatic settlement in
West Asia

Impact on India
Threat to energy security
Risk to Indian diaspora in Gulf region
Impact on crude oil prices and
inflation
Importance of balanced diplomacy
with:

Iran
Israel
Gulf countries
United States

Way Forward
Promote diplomatic resolution
through multilateral forums.
Strengthen regional dialogue
mechanisms in West Asia.
Counter radicalisation through
inclusive governance.
Ensure maritime security in Strait of
Hormuz.
India should continue strategic
autonomy in West Asia policy.
Focus on energy diversification and
strategic petroleum reserves.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India recorded an all-time peak electricity
demand of 256.1 GW on April 25, 2026.
Solar power supplied around 21.5% of
afternoon electricity demand, the highest ever
daytime contribution.
However, solar contributed only 10.8% of total
daily electricity generation due to lack of
storage capacity.
Solar contribution during evening peak
demand remained negligible after sunset.
India curtailed nearly 2.3 TWh of solar
electricity in 2025 because of grid stability
concerns and inadequate storage
infrastructure.
Battery storage tariffs declined significantly in
2025, improving prospects for renewable
energy integration.
The issue highlights the growing importance of
Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) in
India’s renewable energy transition.

Key Points
India’s installed solar capacity share increased
from nearly 15% (2022) to around 28% (2026).

Despite rapid solar expansion, generation
share remains lower because solar is
intermittent.
Lack of battery storage leads to:

Renewable energy curtailment
Grid instability
Wastage of generated electricity
Financial losses

India had only around 0.7 GWh operational
battery storage capacity by end-2025.
Battery storage tariffs declined from around:

₹2.21 lakh/MW/month → ₹1.48
lakh/MW/month in 2025.

Government initiatives:
National Solar Mission
Green Energy Corridors
PLI Scheme for Advanced Chemistry Cells
PM-KUSUM Scheme
National Green Hydrogen Mission

India’s targets:
500 GW non-fossil fuel capacity by 2030
Net-zero emissions by 2070

Static Linkages
Renewable energy sources are intermittent in
nature.
Grid stability depends upon balancing supply
and demand in real time.
Energy storage systems improve grid flexibility
and reliability.
Pumped hydro and lithium-ion batteries are
major storage technologies.
Electricity falls under the Concurrent List.
Sustainable development balances economic
growth and environmental protection.
Fossil fuel-based electricity contributes to
greenhouse gas emissions.
India is a party to the Paris Climate Agreement.
Smart grids reduce transmission losses and
improve efficiency.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reduces dependence on imported fossil fuels.
Supports India’s climate commitments.
Enhances energy security.
Helps in reducing carbon emissions.

Challenges
Inadequate battery storage infrastructure.
High initial investment costs.
Dependence on imported lithium and critical
minerals.
Financial weakness of DISCOMs.
Transmission and grid integration bottlenecks.
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Renewable energy curtailment causing
economic losses.

Concerns
Capacity addition without storage creates
inefficiency.
Evening peak demand still depends heavily on
thermal power.
Curtailment reduces investor confidence in
renewable sector.

Way Forward
Mandate battery storage with future solar
projects.
Expand Battery Energy Storage Systems
(BESS).
Promote pumped hydro storage projects.
Strengthen Green Energy Corridors.
Develop domestic battery manufacturing
ecosystem.
Improve DISCOM financial health.
Promote smart grids and time-of-day pricing.
Encourage battery recycling and circular
economy.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

INS Mahendragiri, a Nilgiri-class stealth frigate
under Project 17A, was delivered on April 30.
Project 17A is a ₹45,000-crore programme to
build 7 stealth frigates for the Indian Navy.
The CAG flagged delays due to:

Design changes
Delayed import of engines, radars, and
sonars
Incomplete combat integration

Concerns were also raised over induction of
ships without adequate infrastructure and
operational readiness.
The issue is important amid:

Chinese naval presence in the Indian Ocean
Maritime security threats
Post-26/11 coastal security reforms

Key Points
Built by:

Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd (MDL)
Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers
(GRSE)

Successor to Shivalik-class frigates (Project
17).

Capabilities:
Anti-air warfare
Anti-surface warfare
Anti-submarine warfare
Stealth and network-centric systems

Around 75% indigenous content by value, but
critical systems still imported.
Chain of Static Sensors established after 26/11;
extended to Mauritius, Sri Lanka, and Seychelles.
Strategic role:

Protect Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs)
Counter Chinese naval expansion in the Indian
Ocean Region (IOR)

Static Points
India heavily depends on maritime trade and energy
imports.
Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) is crucial for
coastal security.
Defence indigenisation promoted under:

Atmanirbhar Bharat
Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP)

CAG audits defence expenditure under Article 149.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Enhances India’s blue-water naval capability.
Strengthens maritime deterrence in the IOR.
Promotes indigenous shipbuilding.

Challenges
Dependence on imported sensors and propulsion
systems.
Delays reduce combat preparedness.
Weak sensor capability affects anti-submarine
operations.
Risk of fleet expansion without technological self-
reliance.

Way Forward
Develop indigenous radars, sonars, and engines.
Strengthen DRDO-private sector collaboration.
Reduce design changes and improve project
management.
Prioritise surveillance and sensor networks.
Integrate shipbuilding with logistics infrastructure.

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH



KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Sarah Moin, a visually and hearing-impaired
student from Lucknow’s Christ Church College,
scored above 98% in Class XII examinations.
The school enabled accessible learning
through:

Braille-supported digital devices
Scanned textbooks
Modified examination papers
Individual academic assistance

The issue highlights the larger debate on
inclusive education and accessibility in India’s
education system.
The development is significant in the context
of:

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPwD)
Act, 2016
SDG-4 (Inclusive and Equitable Education)

Key Points
Inclusive education means integrating children
with disabilities into mainstream education
with adequate support systems.
RPwD Act, 2016 mandates inclusive education
for children with disabilities.
NEP 2020 emphasizes:

Equitable and inclusive education
Flexibility in learning
Use of assistive technologies

India’s demographic dividend depends upon
quality human capital formation.

Major challenges:
Lack of trained teachers
Inaccessible infrastructure
Rote-learning pedagogy
Digital divide
Poor implementation of disability-friendly
measures

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before law
Article 15 – Prohibition of discrimination
Article 21A – Right to Education
Article 41 – Assistance in cases of disability
Article 46 – Educational interests of weaker sections
Directive Principles of State Policy
Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016
Samagra Shiksha Scheme
National Education Policy 2020
SDG 4 – Inclusive and equitable quality education
Universal Design for Learning (UDL)

Critical Analysis
Positives

Demonstrates importance of inclusive pedagogy.
Highlights role of teachers and institutions in social
empowerment.
Promotes substantive equality rather than formal
equality.
Supports constitutional vision of social justice.

Challenges
Shortage of special educators.
Weak implementation of RPwD Act.
Limited accessibility in government schools.
Poor awareness regarding assistive technologies.
Examination systems remain largely non-inclusive.

Constitutional/Ethical Dimensions
Education is a tool for dignity and empowerment.
Inclusive classrooms strengthen equality and social
cohesion.
Ethical governance requires empathy-based
policymaking.

Way Forward
Strengthen implementation of RPwD Act, 2016.
Expand teacher training in inclusive education.
Increase funding for accessible infrastructure and
assistive technology.
Promote flexible and competency-based
assessments.
Improve digital accessibility in schools.
Ensure convergence among education, health, and
social justice ministries.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Indian rupee weakened by around 5.64% this
year amid West Asia conflict and global
uncertainty.
Rising crude oil prices increased pressure on
India’s external sector.
Brent crude remained around $113/barrel;
Indian crude basket averaged $114.48/barrel
(PPAC data).
FPI outflows of nearly $21.2 billion recorded
this year.
Concerns over widening Current Account
Deficit (CAD), imported inflation, and
slowdown in growth momentum.

Key Points
Higher crude prices increase India’s import bill
and worsen CAD.
CAD may widen to nearly 2% of GDP.
During the 2013 Taper Tantrum, CAD had
reached 4.8% of GDP.
Persistent FPI outflows weaken rupee stability.
RBI intervening through forex market
operations to stabilize currency.
Increase in commercial LPG prices likely to
raise input costs and inflationary pressures.

Retail inflation increased to 3.4% in March.
Prolonged geopolitical tensions may worsen
growth-inflation dynamics.

Static Linkages
India follows a Managed Float Exchange Rate
System.
CAD includes trade in goods, services, remittances,
and income flows.
Capital account includes FDI, FPI, ECBs, and banking
capital.
Rupee depreciation can increase export
competitiveness but raises import costs.
Imported inflation occurs due to rise in global
commodity prices.
RBI uses forex reserves and market intervention to
stabilize currency.
FCNR(B) deposits were used during the 2013 Taper
Tantrum to attract forex inflows.
Crude oil prices directly impact inflation, fiscal
deficit, and BoP stability.

Critical Analysis
Challenges

Rising crude prices worsen trade deficit.
Imported inflation increases fuel and transportation
costs.
FPI outflows reduce foreign exchange inflows.
Pressure on RBI forex reserves.
Risk of stagflation-like situation (high inflation + low
growth).

Positives
Rupee depreciation may support exports.
India’s CAD still lower than 2013 crisis levels.
Strong forex reserves provide buffer against
volatility.

Way Forward
Diversify crude import sources.
Promote renewable energy and green hydrogen.
Encourage stable FDI inflows over volatile FPI flows.
Strengthen export competitiveness.
Maintain calibrated RBI intervention.
Expand strategic petroleum reserves.
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