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GST collections rise
to arecord of 3243
lakh crore in April

gt

"

]
]
1
1

e

April highs

Thet Aperil GST ivtab seachid
W2 Labd orore, marking the
therd consecutive yea of recond

e
-

T.LA, Sharad Raghavan collections from impoerts
NEW DELHI grew nearly 26% in April
H126 to 857,580 crare, Col-
The government’s Goods  lections  from  domestic
amd Servhees Tax (GSThre-  sabes grew at 4.3% 1o 2L85
venue in April 2026 surged  lakh crone in the period.
10 an all-time high of T2.43
lakh crore, up 8.7% over  Importled revenues
Apeil Last year. Growth was  “Post GST 20, a steady
ance again driven by ool 8% monthly  growth
lections on imports, with — seems to be emerging as
revenee from domestic  the nomm which is broadly
sales, . in lne with budger esi-

Tax experts, however,  mates” Pratik Jain, partn-
note that collections in  er, Prive Waterhouse & Co.,

, which represent s said. “Notably, growth in
tivity in March, typically  importled revenues conti-
come in higher as both ine nues to outpace domestic
dustry and the tax admd-  transactions, which could
nisiration make a final  indicate some sofiness in
push to achieve the finan-  consumplion — possihly re-
il yar-end tangets. Becting a moderation i

Datashew thattherehas.  discretionary  spending
been a record collection  amid peopolitical
every April ever since the riainties”

GST was rolled out in 2017, Manoj Mishra, partner
except for Apeil 2020,  and tax controversy man-
which was impacted bythe  agement lesder s Grant
COVIDHS pandemic. Thormon Bharat, said that

“April 2026 GST collec: the growth in tax revenue
thons cap off a resiient  From imports also "points
FY2G for the GST regime, to resilient external de
with gross revenues rising  mand linkages and supply
8.7% year-onyear toabout  chain normalisation™,
72.43 lakh crore compaged M. Jatsing, on the ofher
1 Apefl 2025, despine cor  hand, pointed cut that the
tinued global uncertainty  growih in revenues from
and West Asia-related geor domestic sabs has re
political headwinds,™ My mained stesdy, which re-
hesh Jaising, partner & i Bects the nature of con-
direct tax leader at Deloiie  sumption activity in the
Imedia, sabkd, ECOBDEY.

The data show that net “Equally Imporant |s
collections, once refunds  the steady performance of
are accounted for, stood al domest
211 lakh crore in Apeil  which suggess that GST
2006, up T.I% over April | Z0-kd rate rationalisation
Lot year. and  simplification  mea-

Notably, the data also  sures are stariing 1o sup-
show that the growth In  pont consumption and de-
crllections was once again  mand without efoding the
driven by impoms. Gross  cax base” e said,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e GST collections touched a record ¥2.43 lakh
crore in April 2026 (1 8.7% YoY).
e April data reflects March-end economic
activity (year-end compliance surge).
e Consistent April peak trend since GST rollout
(except April 2020 — COVID disruption).
* Growth sustained despite global uncertainties
and geopolitical tensions.
* Import-led revenue growth continues to
dominate over domestic consumption.

:

Key Points
e Gross GST:¥2.43 lakh crore
* Net GST (after refunds): ¥2.11 lakh crore
e Import GST growth: ~26% (¥57,580 crore)
e Domestic GST growth: 4.3% (31.85 lakh crore)
e Trend: Stable 7-8% monthly GST growth
trajectory
o Inference:Import growth > Domestic
growth - Possible consumption slowdown
o Indicates external demand linkages +
supply chain normalisation

Static Linkages

e GST ~» 101st Constitutional Amendment Act,
2016

e Article 246A - Special power for GST
legislation

e Article 279A » GST Council

e (ST is a destination-based indirect tax

e Concept of Input Tax Credit (ITC)

e Tax buoyancy - Revenue responsiveness to
GDP growth

e GST promotes formalisation + digital
compliance (e-way bill, e-invoicing)

e Fiscal federalism » Centre-State revenue
sharing

Critical Analysis
Positives:
e Reflects robust tax compliance and
formalisation
e Supports fiscal consolidation and revenue
stability
¢ Indicates trade recovery and supply chain
stabilisation
e GST reforms improving efficiency and
predictability
Concerns:
e Import-led growth - signals weak domestic
consumption
e Vulnerability to global shocks (oil, geopolitics)
¢ Uneven sectoral recovery (discretionary
demand weak)
e Structural issues in GST complexity &
compliance burden

Way Forward

¢ Boost domestic demand (consumption-led
growth)

e Further rate rationalisation (fewer slabs)

e Strengthen compliance via Al/data analytics

* Improve GST dispute resolution system

e Enhance cooperative federalism in GST
Council

e Reduce dependence on import-driven
revenues



In a first, Karnataka govt.
unveils digital grievance
portal for gig workers

They can lodge complaints on pay, working conditions and other disputes on the portak these
grievances will be automatically routed to aggregators for settlement: govt. to monitor the process

shilpa Elizabeth sloner and CEO of the
EENGALURU Board.

Schemes for gig workers,
depending on the plagform
they are working for, are al-
s0 being worked out and
will be placed for delibera-
tion in the pext beard

3 move bo secure the
rights of the growing
plasform-based labour [
force, the Government of
Kamnataka has officially op-
erationalised a specialised

grievance redressl  me “The schemes will vary
chanksm for platform-based based on the type of plar-
gig workers. The mechan- forms. For example, cab

ridles are mostly undertaken
by men wheress urban
domestic activity i underta-
ken mostly by women. It

ased Gl Workers' Boardin - workfionce that bhus so far op-

collaboration with the De-  erated without a formal diss  platforms, may also be based on the
partment of e-Governance.  pute resolution framework. contribution made, and the

Under The Kamataka ‘Every vobce is heard quantum of gig work done
Transparency PMlatform-Based Gig Workers  Labour Minister Samtosh by a gig worker. Some gig

With the new initiative com (Social Security and Web  Lad said that Karmataka,  workers work for more than
ing into force, gig workers  fared Act and Rules, every  technology capital of the  elght hours, while some
uuuuu offcially lodge grie-  aggregator platform must  country, i leveraging this  may work on a few gigs So,
wances, including regarding  constitute an Internal Dis-  potential for worker welfare  workload, nature of work,
pay, working conditions,  pute Resolution Committee 25 well. “By Lunching this  and time period of work
and platformspecific dis-  (IDRC). Grievances filed an  system, we are ensuring  could vary” Mr. Manjunath
putes, through the Integrar-  the [PGRS will be auromatk  that the gig economy b no  explained,
ed Public Grievance Redres-  callly routed to the respec-  longer an informal space, “It has to be scientifically
sal System (IPGRS) portal.  tive platform’s [DRC 10 be  but ne where  sir ontheir -
This creates a formal  addressed and settled with-  cvery worker’s woice i fort and libous. We are
i H working with experts, in-

bridge betwoen the likhs of i a strictly defined time  heard,” he s,
ghe workers in Kamataka  frame. The government will So far, details of 12 lakh  cluding scademicians from
and the technology aggrega-  act & a central facilitstor,  active gig workers have  Briston University, Kimg's
tors they serve. This i @ monitoring the process 1o been shared by platforms,  Colbgge, and IS¢, and other
pected to bring ransparen-  ensure a smooth and tran-  according to G, Manjunath,  stakebolders,  including
cy and begal recourse for 3 sparent flow of communica:  Additioral Labour Commis-  board members,” he said,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Karnataka has operationalised a dedicated
grievance redressal mechanism for platform-
based gig workers.

Developed by the Karnataka Platform-based
Gig Workers’ Board with the Department of e-
Governance.

Integrated with the Integrated Public
Grievance Redressal System (IPGRS) portal.
Enabled under the Karnataka Platform-Based
Gig Workers (Social Security and Welfare) Act &
Rules.

First structured institutional grievance system
for gig workers in India.

Key Points

Gig workers can file complaints regarding:
o Paymentissues
o Working conditions
o Platform-related disputes
Mandatory provision:
o Every aggregator must establish an Internal
Dispute Resolution Committee (IDRC).
Process:
o Complaint » IPGRS » Auto-routed to
concerned IDRC » Time-bound resolution.
Government role:
o Central facilitator and monitoring authority
ensuring transparency.
Coverage:
o Around 12 lakh registered gig workers in
Karnataka.
Welfare schemes under development:
o Based on type of work, working hours,
gender, and contribution levels.

Objective:
o Formalisation of gig economy
o |nstitutional dispute resolution
o Strengthening worker protection

Static Linkages

Article 38 — Social order for welfare

Article 39(a) - Adequate means of livelihood
Article 41 - Right to work and assistance
Article 14 - Equality before law

Article 21 - Right to livelihood (judicial
interpretation)

Code on Social Security, 2020 - Recognition of
gig & platform workers

Labour under Concurrent List (Seventh
Schedule)

Unorganised Workers’ Social Security Act,
2008

NITI Aayog (2022) - India’s Gig Economy report
Economic Survey - Emerging gig workforce

Critical Analysis
Positives

Formal recognition of gig workers within
governance framework

Time-bound grievance redressal improves
accountability of platforms

Digital integration enhances transparency and
accessibility

Moves towards inclusive labour welfare in
emerging economy

Challenges

Lack of clarity on legal status (employee vs
independent contractor)

Enforcement limitations on private digital
platforms

Risk of increased compliance cost affecting
business models

Digital divide may restrict access for some
workers

Absence of uniform national framework

Way Forward

Establish a national policy framework for gig
workers

Ensure portable and universal social security
benefits

Define clear legal classification of gig workers
Strengthen enforcement through regulatory
oversight

Improve digital literacy and accessibility for
workers

Promote tripartite institutional mechanisms



India’s global right linkages, costs and consequences

I i the same smane™, Seemingly
locallised events such as the French Revolution,

wars, the
Uniion, the September

48 comstinsencies. Similarty, the “Howdy Modi®
and "Mamudte Trusnp' Fallies shamped for My,
Trump, as did Prirse Minister Narendra Modi's
pre-Operation Roaring Lion vis, which

palitically endorsed Prime Minister Benjamin
‘fmm ahead of liEaels naticnal chections,

nagions condenned China's aggression in Ladakh

“This Brimgs us 1o why the Right Isdlsfmlﬁfll
the liberal workd order. Focusing on the domestic
wm‘:mwm , #ven though the BIP

Role of Diaspora:
o Used as a tool of political mobilisation and
influence abroad
India’s Position:
o Traditionally based on strategic autonomy
o Now perceived through evolving
geopolitical and ideological alignments

Static Linkages

Realism vs Liberalism in International Relations
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Brothers' erah al kicksearted peofound globsl U rﬂrtmhltnmu 2022 vepeet by Jasa Macher forge 3 multipolar woeld, it tspmnmmmm
disruptions. The 20 it Hutedany /i fomnid that just seven Sangh Pasivar afikates i inscribe itself it a ghobal conservat
sochi-eeimi pressanes that heralded 3 thit Ursined Staitiss spent over $158.9 mslion o aartography (partly WwworisWal
tsunami of populist aubocrats leading wing right-wing causesh, Some of this has radd.ul nmdi\ﬁlﬂ.. parily because if sistakeny bays
pudﬁﬂmﬁnhihmn .hn'ldumndhy results,
gobal ! . amw|hwﬂmwwmm nagion-stateh, The neason why the BIF covert
Asia being just the tipof the ioeberg), this and the LS. testify. support for the dismantling of the rules based
mmmummmummmm Alhough this evokes a perverse epicaricacy workd order (evocathely wrapped in
amoeg some in India, the EJMs Janus-visge lies mhmﬂm:lmumuhﬂmd
Mmtmd}mlxmmlhe‘!hll of this Pushparal i o project Mr. oeter ~
[ <h, the EjPsrolein this | dealt with in the aticlein this dally, Navigating
w Imterrationul sk ha sparked deep 3 i ghsbial eximic (Tanalormtion”, Oetobs |6,
d mmighé I righi; e Firsi, groups have alleged that 2028, Alter all, the Clobal North's economic
wwmmrummrm :mmmms
and
ilified 2 impedinents ta 3 enythical golden pitalists (wh Fickle-down
. Cxher cenline the simiarities iy mmlhwxwmudmmm cconomsics), and rathless af national
that Right's clomestic politics or hos i embseds. Secomd, e increxsingly lnlmmlmlwmmlmunm
tic and. s i the new perceive the Iy ideclogical i
wiseld reler thsey ae Boeging. What mwumnmnmuww smwmm%muwu
understudied is how the Right breathes life into Dty el repont alliged, iheillh 1mamu]lmmo\rrhh ernational
s shared goats and why it acts lke b does. in Letcester i qua rarlnd:aaﬂdﬂk
deciphering the how, the Right has colluded g d tried Global South) and
10 estabilish an “intermational ideological axis’ Likpwise, HIPMH-PMH,‘!MMHII“ J&Wmmﬂﬁﬁ‘mmkﬂla
arver decades, Networks sach as the Inernational far-right parties across Europe e United Nations
Demsocray Ursion, the Movemens, the Kational um&ammlpw aperatice sioe 20H) hus made the attack on
tim Conference, the Conservative it Likewise,
Palitical Action Conference, the (rw"dd.lplnlmll: reprisals u.m'.hnd.lmzdw Ilnl&tul Muhs mlnnnf(hd «capitalism
Poundation {whose Project 2025 United Stabes. nwhlcmu(lmhnlntdlﬂaﬂdﬁrublm
President Bonald Trump ks warkous mations - fnﬂllhﬁ.bqﬂhmﬂablymmded
unleashing ghobally) eitber train parties on F\mnh.hll::mdmdmblxmhm
comsens, create networking indian students abroad has mushroomed, while m.an,um it isthe pmpm
opportunities for right wing politicos, frame L to vieas for skilled P
ﬂmmﬂnbﬂ]m:.uvd v escalated. Both suggess that the ni)bﬂhﬂ@t.nfpmmbndihn
e P s efforts 1 ingr 1he centre, they the self-created Gordan
populist autocTats. mmmm:m themselves with the Right yiekd no returms. knot and ched familiar comiorts. This means
1W¢M|mﬂmunﬂtupﬁmw Finally, the BJPs adversurism has also e shared e,
progresshe values and parties, a5 well a the compromized India's inieresis. For 3
ks example, by condemning kidnappings and histoeical grievances, Fewriting the geo-econons:
‘counsries representing 7% of the workd's assasinatioes of heads of state, wifuly ignoring | norms the order, and
Wﬂmwrwummlk‘ww the mhors
of Democracy kst conilici theatre, chmmh‘hnﬂl'lhbﬂwlﬂl
sapport for  ow-state solution and peace What the fighthack must entall
Aglobal right alignment with Mr. T Given the polycrins engulfing s, progresives
‘The Bharatiya Janses Party (EJFYs role in this |mwandnmmmu must shed thsetr Macheth-like fog of nostalgia,
enirster- hegemonsc progect i ilhustrative. Having i i\ West T,
Med)ﬂrklwmungmlhchdmm the mmnxmmw“nmmm chimerns. Eschewiesg liberal echa chambers,
i while imgxsig shonikd mould new value-aligned
Mmhlpmuhwmp India (a5 b other (especially between
As ook, India thdwﬁclnmﬂﬂﬂwh“‘ﬂlﬂ.sh MMN\MNMGWMMN
Tryst with the World, Indlian missions are prarve).
ypassed i P4 idealoggical oty |memﬂl’hkmsm!
Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh or S5, the Overseas The response to Indla's reticence Jokal Progressive Mobilition and India's
Prieeds of BIP amd other Sangh Parivar affiliste) T i s the BJP promisel tha allow strctuned
and karass liberal academics an government as an abdication of India’s moral diak L
Inafi, cbfuscae the tangeting of forelgn cittzens. leadership of the Global South, and not aﬂMlomlwlvkhl}er-\Hmanm
ina 2004 Security Contrar once was). This means exerting unprecedented
Ingelligence Service report) and suppeor the Right Netu's principled internatlonalism fuich political will, lmmmlwuh‘npm
as part of an ideological i jonalism. The Bharativa —— ), in
of bosts-on-the ground collaboragion Parmys daing nothing 1o miigate conflicss betwoen mwﬂmmcwuwuhnsmyn
«can be found in the DharmicVote NATO/Ukraine-Bussia, or America/lsraekman, or  silent majority more effectively than the Right.
‘campakgn i the 2009 British generl election, collusion with o the Palestine ke, the P gonemment s Only then can we weane muliple suam! videns
lhd‘wnwwnmmnmdmr the gobad right L, |n|nlM¢lwm
il hiaris Irudia Iemtepheric hegemanbes, which ks why few on track.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

The post-2008 Financial Crisis period

witnessed rising inequality, unemployment and

social discontent, creating fertile ground for
populist politics.

Recent geopolitical conflicts and weakening of
multilateral institutions indicate a shift away
from the liberal rules-based international
order.

Increasing number of countries are
experiencing democratic backsliding and rise
of authoritarian tendencies.

Emergence of transnational ideological
linkages among right-wing groups is reshaping
global politics.

Key Points

Rise of Populism: Growth of nationalist, anti-
globalisation and protectionist politics across
regions.
Ideological Networks: Cross-border
collaboration among political groups, think
tanks and diaspora.
Shift in World Order:
o From liberal multilateralism - ideological
and power-based alignments
o Increasing relevance of “sphere of
influence” politics
Weakening Multilateralism:
o Slow reforms in institutions like UN, WTO
o Declining trust of Global South countries

e Balance of Power concept

* Non-Aligned Movement and Panchsheel
principles

¢ Globalisation and inequality (NCERT +
Economic Survey)

¢ United Nations structure and reforms

e Soft power and diaspora diplomacy

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Strengthens national sovereignty and identity
¢ Challenges inequities of globalisation
e Encourages multipolar world order
Negatives
e Democratic backsliding and institutional
weakening
¢ Rise of xenophobia and exclusionary politics
¢ Weakening of global cooperation and
multilateralism
* Increased geopolitical tensions and conflicts
Challenges
¢ Balancing nationalism with global cooperation
e Reforming global governance institutions
e Maintaining India’s strategic autonomy amid
polarization

Way Forward

e Accelerate reforms in global institutions
(UNSC, WTO)

* Promote inclusive and equitable globalisation

e Strengthen multilateral cooperation
mechanisms

e Maintain independent and balanced foreign
policy

e Encourage dialogue-based conflict resolution

* Enhance democratic resilience and
institutional accountability



Abu Dhabi exits OPEC for an ascent of ‘peak oil

Ithaugh in recent years the United Arab
Aummmmmuymam&d

b bizive Rl Oranization of the Petroleum
Expoting Countries (OPEC), #ts actual
anpouncemens, on April 15, ok ohservers
SUFPrise, [t was dlso conspicious in i contest. It
prosided ondy three days” notice for exit from
CPEC and GI'ECe on May 1, jast five days before

Retred indian

produstion to absart the global ofl ght; it resists
Abu Dhabi's prewsuse for a larger DPEC quota
The LAE': ambitious plans for 3 post-oil advanced

i Astificial Tnneil; and
mwms_mlcaw requiring higher ofl

War's impact

ins Jeddah, on the Iran war, where the UAE was
under-represented by iis Foreign Minister, The
o was widely interpreted x Abu Dhabi
Maunting it regional autonomy of action b the
GO states and iran. By dicching OPEC, the UAE,
apparerily, aims 1o-seal 2 march over Irmn and
Saudi Arabia, both OFEC members, for Asia’s
wery large and thirsty crude markets. The move
may aleo favour US, President Donakd Trumg,
whe desperately needs lower il prices before the
mild term Congressional dleothons, At a wider
amlHy, this may be the opening everture of the
UAE opénly pursuing a mofe nationalistic forcign
palicy. Most chservers believe that the exit of the
UAE, OFEC's third-largest producer, would ot
derail the cantel, although its grip on the global
market would slip further below that af
Independent producers, sisch as the 1.5, tmda..
Braxl, and Norwary. For somse, the

the UAE, thve fifth membser 1o beave Dml::un
2016 aned the biggest producer so far, may even
mark the beginning of the end for DPEL,

For Inadia
'-'-\ﬁlliethc Emiraiks have their reasons for quitting
OPEC, corsusmens in India, the worlds
thircH-largess and fussest-growing crude importer,
would see i with tentative hope for kower pump
prices. India enjoys strategic tes with the UAE, s
thircHargess tracling partmer and fourth-langest
crude supgplier, To anchor the hydrocarbon
relatiarship with the “OPEC-free” UAE, India may
Propose st Fategic joint imestments in Indian
TEQIT PROjects.
For the past hall a century, the OPEC dictates

often msde Indians shisdder and ssue a “May
Dayt* call, Thanks to the UAE quitting the

the next OPEC meeting. The decision was also Smbassacoraiin
counterintuitives 1o the omgoing double blackade sevorest i West Adi o.nme]mgnm Emiirali strategists believe Uha
i the Stralt of Honmiuz, staanching ofl expars of and ol matters flobal ol demand Is approsching a “Peak OlF
the UAE and cther Gulf saes. moment after which crude nequinement and unit
b it Ernirati offscisl wad waluie would begin their decine. Consequently,
elaborate but clliptical, it sought 1o both they wish to sell as much oil as possible before
rationalise the decision aimed at pursuing the " Peak 0il”, They contend that the Iran war
natbornal interest and rexssure the stakeholders of brirggs “Peak " even choser by causing an
its continued intention "o contribute te Stability unsustaimable surge in ofl prices, destroying the
(ofthe oll market) in a measured and responsibde demand and accelerating the shift towards
AR, promising “uw bring alternative fusels. In the shom man, the UAE wishes.
pmduamu.mumrlaelm a gradual and measised 1o take advantage of the current higher oil prices.
manner™, Withthe 1.5 rnlmd.ahul)hahllllahmm Fujairah
These anodyne references prompt the analysts ofl pipeline already operational outskde the Stralt
o hook deeper bo Fatlom the real reasons for the of Hormme, the UAE B well placed to do $0. By
Emirati step aned assess its impact on the global quitting OPEC, Abu Dhabi has unfettersd iself
market, from any quoda restricrions in anticipation of 3
seramble among the Gulll exporters for grester
The UAE" market share onee the two blocksdes on the
The LIAE's oil and gas reserves, estimated 28 113 Serait of Hormuz are lified,
Inillicm: barrels, are the world's sith largest. These Thiee Emérat statement consploucusly omits the
are almest exchesively in the Abu Dhabi emirate. Gulf geopolitics, the G0-pound gorilla in the
Thie UAE has a 5150 billion imvestment plan oo, fran burded over 2,200 drones and missiles
(20E3-27) to ratse its ol production expaciy to at the UAE dusring the war as retriution for is
five million barrels per day (mbpd). However, it strateghe ties with Brael. Separately, during the
OFEC production quota is limited to 345 mbpd, The UAES exit past decade, the barely concealed political and
bearving it with nearly 1.5 mbpd unutilised spare == economic rivalry between Saudi Arabia and ibe
capacity, This has boen & source of the UAE's marks a . UAE has reachied a crescendo. [t is hardly
grouse against OFEC, which i perceived to potential Iming  cpin cidental that the UAR's DPEC exit
operate under Saudi hegemony. Riyadh, as polnt for global armouncement was timed with the Gulf

OPECS ‘swing producer”, often trims is oil

ol governanoe Cooperation Coundl (GO Consultstive Summit, | ring.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

United Arab Emirates announced withdrawal
from Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) and OPEC+ effective May 1,
2026.

Decision taken just before the scheduled OPEC
meeting, indicating strategic urgency.

UAE aims to pursue national interest by
increasing oil production independently.
Occurs amid geopolitical tensions in West Asia,
including disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz.

Key Points

UAE holds ~113 billion barrels of reserves (6th
largest globally).

OPEC quota: 3.45 mbpd vs UAE capacity
target: 5 mbpd » unused capacity issue.

Exit allows production autonomy and revenue
maximization.

Reflects intra-cartel tensions, especially with
Saudi Arabia.

Driven by expectation of “Peak Oil” and long-
term demand decline.

UAE has alternate export route (Habshan-
Fujairah pipeline bypassing Hormuz).

Impact: Weakening of cartel control; increased
role of non-OPEC producers (e.g., United
States).

India (3rd largest importer) may benefit via
lower prices and stable supply.

Static Linkages

Cartel behaviour in oligopoly markets - price
control via supply restriction.

Oil price volatility affects inflation, fiscal
deficit, and current account deficit.
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (India:
Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru, Padur).

producer cartel, this May could have 3 different

Energy transition: shift towards renewables
due to climate commitments (Paris
Agreement).

Geopolitics of West Asia » choke points like
Strait of Hormuz.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Increased supply - potential reduction in
crude prices.

Benefits import-dependent economies like
India.

Promotes competitive global oil markets.

Negatives

Weakening of coordinated supply management
- price volatility.

Possible oil price wars among Gulf producers.
Increased geopolitical competition in West
Asia.

Challenges

Managing energy transition vs fossil fuel
dependence.

Ensuring stable supply amid geopolitical
tensions.

Balancing economic gains with climate
commitments.

Way Forward

Diversify import sources and strengthen India-
UAE energy ties.

Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Accelerate renewable energy targets (solar,
green hydrogen).

Promote long-term contracts for price
stability.

Strengthen global energy governance
mechanisms.



.
Work in progress
India must strengthen public sector
hospital capacity

he 80th, and latest, round of the house-

hold social consumption (health) survey

conducted by the National Statistical Of-
fice is the first comprehensive survey of its kind
in bbath the post-pandemic era and the period in
which the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (PMJAY) scheme attained maturi-
ty. The previous two surveys of the same kind re-
vealed that most Indians did not have any form of
health insurance. Since PMJAYs launch in 2018,
the 80th round shows that insurance
has expanded around threefold, accounting for
an increasing share of health-care financing in
hospitals. However, the hospitalisation rate has
not recovered to the 2004 level, meaning that hav-
g an insirance card still doss not guarantee ac-
cess 1o a bed, and hidden costs continue to limit
access, The reimbursement rates under PMJAY
and State-funded insurance schemes are often
below market rates, so private hospitals compen-
sate by billing patients separately for diagnostics
and ancillary services. In other words, while
state-funded health insurance is subsidising priv-
ate health-care providers' access to low-income
markets without also enforeing regulated prices,
the combined system provides a safety net where
insurance covers hospitalisation and the public
network has improved finandal protection for
households seeking primary care. Second, the
Proportion of Population Reported Ailing has
doubled, while infectious diseases have declined
and non-communicable diseases have increased.
Economists have interpreted this as a sign of
more people seeking care, thus becoming ‘visi-
ble’ to the health-care sector.

Previous surveys singled out out-of pocket ex-
penses (D0PE) on health care as a leading cause
of poverty. In the 80th round, while the mean
QOPE has roughly doubled, the median 0OPE
has dropped, to 211,285 per hospitalisation and at
nearly nothing for public outpatient care. Health-
care expenses in India are a mix of many low-cost
consultations and a few significant and expensive
imteractions, such as surgeries and chronic care.
The two trends thus mean that while health care
is becoming more affordable, thanks to the pu-
blic sector absorbing the cost of primary and se-
condary care, health care's ability to inflict finan-
cial deprivation in a few cases remains high, Part
of the problem is the AAM network, which pro-
vides free medicines and diagnostics, of Ayush-
man Bharat still being significantly underfunded
relative to the needs of managing chronic diseas-
es, and where the private sector dominates.
Thus, overall, the poor have nominal coverage
but are often excluded from the benefits of cover-
age in practice while the more insured middle
class faces rising catastrophic costs, The next
phase of health-care reform, afier shielding care-
seekers from poverty and achieving near-unbver-
sal institutional delivery, will need to strengthen
public sector hospital capacity to compete with
the private sector for tertiary care,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e The 80th Round of Household Social
Consumption: Health Survey by the National
Statistical Office is the first comprehensive
post-pandemic health survey.

* |t assesses the outcomes of Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (launched in
2018), which has now matured.

e Earlier survey rounds (71st, 75th) indicated low
health insurance coverage; the latest round
shows significant expansion but persistent
structural issues.

Key Points
e Expansion of Insurance Coverage

o Health insurance coverage has increased
nearly threefold since 2018.

o Publicly funded insurance (PMJAY + State
schemes) now forms a major part of
hospital financing.

e Coverage vs Access Gap

o Hospitalisation rate remains below 2014
levels, indicating barriers to access.

o Insurance coverage does not ensure
availability of beds or services.

e Persistent Out-of-Pocket Expenditure (OOPE)

o PMJAY reimbursement rates are often
below market rates.

o Private hospitals compensate through
extra billing (diagnostics, medicines,
services).

o Hidden costs reduce the effectiveness of
financial protection.

e Changing Disease Profile

o Proportion of population reported ailing
has doubled.

o Transition from infectious diseases to non-
communicable diseases (NCDs).

o Reflects epidemiological transition and
improved health-seeking behaviour.

* OOPE Trends

o Mean OOPE has increased (due to high-cost
treatments).

o Median OOPE has declined to around
¥11,285 per hospitalisation.

o Public outpatient care is nearly free.

* Role of Public vs Private Sector

o Public sector provides financial protection
in primary and secondary care.

o Private sector dominates tertiary care,
leading to higher costs.

* Equity Concerns

o Poor: nominal insurance coverage but
limited actual benefits.

o Middle class: increased risk of catastrophic
health expenditure.

Static Linkages

e Article 47 - State’s duty to improve public
health.

e Public health is in the State List (Seventh
Schedule).

* National Health Policy 2017: target to reduce
OOPE to 30%.

* Epidemiological transition: shift from
communicable to non-communicable diseases.

e Catastrophic health expenditure as a major
cause of poverty (Economic Survey).

e Universal Health Coverage (WHO framework).

Critical Analysis
Strengths
e Significant increase in health insurance
coverage.
e Reduction in median OOPE indicates improved
affordability for many households.
e Public healthcare expansion improving access
to basic services.



Weaknesses

Insurance coverage does not translate into
actual access to healthcare.

High hidden costs undermine financial
protection.

Weak public tertiary healthcare system.
Rising burden of NCDs increases long-term
financial risks.

Key Challenges

Inadequate regulation of private healthcare
providers.

Low reimbursement rates under public
insurance schemes.

Underfunded public health infrastructure,
especially for chronic care.

Way Forward

Strengthen public tertiary healthcare
infrastructure to reduce dependence on
private sector.

Revise PMJAY reimbursement rates to align
with realistic costs.

Implement price regulation mechanisms for
private healthcare services.

Increase public health expenditure to 2.5% of
GDP as per National Health Policy.

Focus on preventive and promotive
healthcare, especially for NCDs.

Improve monitoring and accountability in
insurance implementation.




Pakistan has often betrayed the West.
But the US cannot abandon it

AKISTAN AND Iran exchanged  the UN looked away when Husseln used Rafsanjand asked her toconflrm the agree-  of the Arablan Sea. And given the Internal
L Bsand S - “spacial in India, a Britk arategi-
- =

35, 2024, killing 11 people, Pakls-  villans, The lesson was that as long as Irn dieferoe masters ™ while she isitio  cally d with ct to both West

tan has repeatedly betrayed the  lacked nuclear weapons, any dictator inthe ; Tehsan in F989. Bythattinse, lma-  andCentral

US since entering its security  nelghbourhood could infringe its sover- \ &-;)'. nilan schentists had already been trained in Onoethe Cold War began, this became . .
otbitin the 19508 with the Manila Pactand  eignty. Thus began a clandestine nuchear Pakistan, at the Cenire for Nuclear prioeiry. It is mot acoincidence that the Pas-
l e Baghedad Pact. Yet F the Inter- 1o acqulre that stra- A/ udiesMuckcar i (! d StatIC LI n kageS

Iran and the US. ManisH This i it i i Chisrehill had proposed
mwnhwmunmvm hangs hmwmc:rommnudmwm tweenth hiscaly
e e TR e s aneoun emanor. ®  Concept of nuclear deterrence and
i ki dheel Muzh

P

ahncﬂmlmmandshamdlmcmﬂs. 'nnslswlmn'ﬂn Pakistan connectlon torlan Guard of Iran's nuclear
Wl

O Mgt 19, 1953, ehse CLA el M comesin AQKhan wh Henoethe mmmlwuhﬁdd\;.mlnj o] Al Jinch o sevept a “msl-gaten Pak- 1
nlnmwnmmwhﬁwmmdm- mart of Nuclear Proliferation”, had re- ﬁslmMurlJraslhcthofchm Estan”, Since then. the West has never m UtU al.l.y aSSU red deSt rU CthI’] (MAD)
& portedhy visited the Iranian mucdear reactor
allsl P:imc Minister of Iran, to protect and  at Bushehr in February 1986 and againin Ja- Pa]dumhasbmnummstmﬂc pro-  just as [t never forsook another fith-based H H
resrve el dmcafoon Ifeests This ey SB7 Btwesn 199and 1935 Khanls s e mem oenner ane s crseimnenwsnn ® NUClEAr Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
wastheAn -.v\nwdmn‘smrxwdnm believedto have shipped over 2000compo- 1940, a5 the Batthe of lose, 1971 provided the USac-
Ko Pritne Minister Winston Churchill stasted mmﬂmnaﬁlmqm:\@. n.wlm — t t d l t .t’
degh. The coupdétatpaved shovvayfor Eran, K belleved In breabing the . Idestingwith his War Cabinct the division  leverngs thewideningino Structure ana umitations
Shah Mohammac Reza Pahlavitotake an  opoly of established powers on nuclear ofIndia v, a8 the sec-
ST i eyl ovaie e G smmenemreiey e Role and mandate of International
11 er- ) 1% her he Afghan
framime, President [rwight D Eisenhower o{il‘t WMIMMM A these Chuehill thosght ﬂ‘vtlrxilanmﬂnm](m Jihad froam 1960 to 1969, It propped up the
greenlit the supply ol US nuclear dians of the ym,mhlduin]u‘smlndrqxucnudunln- ‘Taliban in 1956 after the US lost interest in H
ta Iran undcr:hcumlso[aclvﬂ:mclt'sr wwlﬁ? Wnaskc«i:oluﬂlhfhlslnwmn jcmajority, Afghandstan. It sheltered Osama Bin Laden Atom IC Energy Agency (IAEA)
InI96T Al e an umreliable alky. This was longbefore  and Taliban regime fgures in i own Lerr-
rcmmnnmdbvm.‘uswmnwmvﬂu rlmmwkar:whmlmwlmumm Choudhsy Rehmat Ali'stheoryofaMuslim oy during the alleged War on Terros, All wes. H .
L Tobady AR vichid— O3per  NorthFoes ainonheneimcaeniyol fpen sovs emmewemss. ®  EXPOTrt control regimes: NSG, MTCR,
g:}‘ :Emm ~urankam. mﬂ; Imn annrwhmm ..:l.:lk;m?ns It misappropriated weaponry, Illld\.s" ogﬁt?::: :To:’unlon tegic conception, Pakdstan ks a vital mﬂ
neral Zisul- fyunde logisti of Mare , had gained any an H
l}rlmplmsmundﬂnwham Hag, for nuclear cooperation — & andother tics during serious traction. i whexd bry diehors th AUStralla G rOU p
fact publicly confi 'm‘\aﬂ’a“-'md rmlhT‘}'.m The USSR and Germarny were [ demoeracies,
“Theshahwastoppied | Ind‘ﬂmlsla.rmc [ranian president Akbar Hashemi 1989, It propped up on the same side In November  Hener, who beiier than the “Enouriic ﬂdd 1
: in e i i i e Cold War geopolitics and proxy wars
2005 The Paldetani i (1096, It sheltered Osama Bin 1940, with Operatica marshal”
or ellmlm'adc«ilmndufollo\mum milktary kept successive chvillan Laden and Taliban figures the Nazi invasion of the Soviet  reach - awnllhmmaﬂwhcdmd g p p y
Overthe e eight years, agenerationoflee- — governments in the dark about y Unibon, still seven months away.  atwill if things gosouth. H H H H
manammduhlnlmslnwmaﬂxdmlm Ehan'sclandestine activitics. Prime duringthe alleged Waron mumhlllwwmmm:w L4 Strateglc autonomy N fO relgn pOllcy
Terror, Allwas forgiven wiet Unar's push into Aslawould  Th , Bhirc-tevm
weapansto lmqand globed dent when Imiped It towands [‘.TRWR.I'THWM.HS g

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e Pakistan has re-emerged as a key intermediary
in managing tensions between Iran and the
United States.

e Historical evidence highlights Pakistan’s
indirect role in Iran’s nuclear development via
clandestine proliferation networks.

* The issue gains relevance amid rising instability
in West Asia and concerns over weakening
global non-proliferation norms.

Critical Analysis
Positives
* Pakistan’s mediation role may facilitate
diplomatic engagement.
* Reflects importance of geography in
international relations.
Negatives
* Nuclear proliferation networks weaken global
non-proliferation regime.
e Weak civilian oversight over military in
Pakistan.
e Selective approach by major powers
undermines credibility of global norms.
Stakeholder Concerns
* |ran: Security and deterrence against regional

Key Points
e 1953 Coup in Iran: US-UK backed overthrow of
PM Mohammad Mossadegh to safeguard oil
interests.

threats.
® Atoms for Peacg F"r.ogramme (195183 e Pakistan: Strategic leverage and geopolitical
enabled Iran’s civilian nuclear programme; relevance

supplied highly enriched uranium reactor
(1967).

e 1979 Islamic Revolution: Shift towards
strategic autonomy and suspicion of Western
powers.

e [ran-lrag War (1980-88): Use of chemical
weapons against Iran reinforced need for
deterrence capability.

e A.Q. Khan Proliferation Network:

o Supplied centrifuge technology and
components to Iran (1989-95).

o Extended to Libya and North Korea.

e Pakistan’s Strategic Utility:

o Cold War alliances: SEATO, CENTO.

o Facilitator of US-China rapprochement
(1971).

o Continues to be geopolitically relevant
despite credibility issues.

¢ US: Balancing containment with engagement.

¢ Global Community: Risk of proliferation and
nuclear insecurity.

Challenges

¢ Lack of enforcement power with global
institutions like IAEA

e Persistence of informal proliferation networks

* Regional instability and trust deficit

Way Forward

e Strengthen international non-proliferation
frameworks and compliance mechanisms

e Enhance transparency via stricter IAEA
safeguards

¢ Promote diplomatic engagement and conflict
resolution in West Asia

e Strengthen export control regimes and
intelligence cooperation

¢ |ndia to continue advocating responsible
nuclear stewardship and global disarmament




Learning outcomes and child
health are linked
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Inearly
childhood,
nutrition and
development
outcomes
depend
critically on the
quality of care
children
receive

5 IND1A observed POSHAN
Pakhwada last month, atien-
tionwas focused on improvi
mnn:lonou:a:nuiornw1
d children. This year's em-

phasis on early brain development is es-
pecially timely. Global evidence suggests
that iy ineardy-child! el
opment can generate significant economic
retums — through higher future eamings,
betes! oUitcomes, and reduced social
oosts — often exceeding retums from those
madelater inlife. Advancesin neuroscience

mothers. Mobile Creches has shown the
feasibility of providing chil deare near work-
sites in urban informal settings. The
Centre's Palna inftiative, whichstrengthens
anganwadi-cum-créches for children of
working parents, reflects growing recogni-
tion of the need to integrate childcare
u‘::lnnemnng service platforms.
these cxperiences, India can
strengthen ﬁ.ﬂ}' brain-developrment cut-
comes through three practical adminis-
trative prioritics. First, make care a defined
Eun:lnmd msung.lmnl]m:p]a.l.lorms.hn
healthservices

show that earty childhood 1 onoe-
in-a-lifetime window, when nutrition,
health, stimutation, and responsive caegiv-
ing together shape the developing brain.

almadyrl‘a:hlammesdlm pregancy and
early childhood. Clear instructions can en-
able these platforms to integrate counselling
on responshve caregiving and matermal well-
being alongside nutrition services. Struc-
rured b

iry Act, POSHAN Alshlyaan, ICDS,
benefits. and school meals reflect sustained
paolicy commitment. The Mational Educa-
tion Policy, 2000 recognises Early Childhood

and Education a8 a crucial *founda-
tional stage”, with the goal of universal,
quality pre-primary education bym At

P
ated into routine antenatal visits,
immunieation days, and home-based care
schedules. Where feasible, angamwadi activ-
ities.can be adjusted to better serve younger
chilldren and working caregivers,

Second, link childcare provision more

the sametime, national suney;

withlivel

repart high bevels of stunting, wasting, and
anaemia, aswell as leaming gaps.

Inearty childhood, nutrition and devel-
opment outcomies depend critically on the
wa’a_lljy of mch.ild.lltn receive, Delivering,

tection programmes, with an enabling role
for the private sector. This requires cleaner

allowing local governments touse
converged funds for community-based
childcare, particularty inhigh- mog:amnand
Informal-work settings. i

the sectors responsiblie for health, nutrition,
childcare, and early learning.

The i network hasbeen acor-
nerstone of service delivery, providing nu-
tritiom, l‘v:anhandmﬂylearrungwat

however, d

scale,
pmmuaed:ﬁcmtnbucﬂwsﬁr@mwadls

suchaslocating childicare centres near work:
sites, markets, or villages with high female
labour participation — can significantly re-
duce care-work trade-offs,

‘Third, strengthen programme reviews by
tracking child development outcomes
alongside servioe dr{m:ry While nutrition

largely focus on food
health systems emphasise survival and dis-
mmntmLmddalldcareandcsﬂym
ing receive-comparatively i

PEOgTAMITY closely reviews
olten focus on inputs such as rations dis-
tributed or beneficiaries Routine

ould also consider a small set of

children reach school age, mﬂlL'LIlE.‘lt}' for
those under three, These gaps are most vis-
Ible forworking farmilies Inagriculture, con-
struction, domestic work, and other infor-
maloccupations. When childcare is hard to
access, families are forced into difficult
chaices, affecting both children's develop-
TRt and women's ability towork.

All this underscores the need for
strongerstructural support, Several initiat-
ives point the way forward. Kamataka's
Koosina Mane demonstrates how commu-
nity-based childcare, suppom:d through

d fi leader-
ship, both children and working

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e |India’s POSHAN-related initiatives have

recently emphasized early childhood brain

chil.d development indicators, service-
quality measures, and equity markers, Betber
use of exdsting data systems acToss sectors
cansupport local planning and accountabil -
Iy without addingundue reponting burdens.

The timing is right. As Indiainvests in
human capital and advances towards the vi-
slon of Viksit Bharat 2047, ensuring that
children notonty survive but thrive iscentral
toinclusivegrowth,

i is ch M5
Research Foundation and former chief scientist
WHO, Sharma it principal sientist (grade 1,
Heaith and Mutrition Poicy, MSSRF

development (0-6 years).
e Scientific evidence (UNICEF, World Bank)

highlights high returns on early childhood

investments.

* Policy backing includes:

o National Food Security Act, 2013
o POSHAN Abhiyaan (2018)
o ICDS Scheme

o NEP, 2020 (ECCE as foundational stage)
e Despite interventions, NFHS-5 indicators

remain concerning:

o Stunting (~35.5%), Wasting (~19.3%),
Anaemia high

e Coreissue: lack of convergence between

nutrition, health, and early learning systems

Key Points

* Early childhood = critical period for cognitive,

emotional, and physical development
e Determinants:

o Nutrition + Health + Early stimulation +

Responsive caregiving
e Existing gaps:
o Anganwadi - nutrition-centric

o Health system - survival-focused
o ECCE (especially O-3 years) » neglected
e Economic dimension:
o Early investment - higher productivity,
reduced inequality (Human Capital Theory)
¢ Gender dimension:
o Lack of childcare » low Female Labour Force
Participation (FLFP)
e Key initiatives:
o Palna Scheme - childcare support
o Community models (e.g., worksite créches)
e Governance issue: input-based monitoring vs
outcome-based evaluation

Static Linkages
e Article 39(f) - child development
e Article 45 - ECCE (0-6 years)
e Human Capital Formation
e Demographic Dividend
e First 1000 Days concept
e UNICEF Malnutrition Framework
e ICDS (1975) - supplementary nutrition + pre-
school education

Critical Analysis
Strengths
e Strong policy ecosystem (POSHAN + ICDS + NEP
synergy)
¢ Shift toward holistic child development
¢ Increasing recognition of childcare as economic
enabler
Weaknesses
e Poorinter-departmental convergence
Overburdened Anganwadi workforce
Neglect of 0-3 age group
Monitoring focused on outputs, not outcomes
Opportunities
e Panchayat-led childcare models
e Data-driven governance (POSHAN Tracker)
e Public-private participation
Threats
e Persistent malnutrition
e Genderinequality in care work
¢ Informal workforce constraints

Way Forward

¢ Integrate nutrition + stimulation + caregiving in
frontline services

e Strengthen anganwadi-cum-creche
infrastructure

e Promote converged funding at local level

e Focus on early years (0-3)

e Outcome-based monitoring (child development
indicators)

e Capacity building of frontline workers

e Support working women via accessible childcare
ecosystems



A pact for deeperintegration
into Indo-Pacific value chains

HE INDAA-New Zealand FTA signedihis week s past
daﬂmmmmafmmm

bal cirder. As Commeroe Mindster Piyush Goyal offi-

:lanynclnd,tlu treaty “marks a defining milestone

in Endia’s engagement withithe developed world". It

ks a.definitive evolution indew Delhi's economic statocraft.

SNEHA Anchored by a binding $20-billion FIN commitment over ihe
B reext 15 years, this capital mandatc indicates that India is funda-
FLAGAT mentalhy rewsiting it terms cfgobal integration. It s abandenirg

hﬂahmhphnnwhlxﬂmbmﬂmﬂ—
graphic scake and Buather thanyh
acoess meeely Lo cordumne intported poods, Mew Delhi istreating
Ui e a6 a sovereign premitem The esplici densand foelong-
Lnnnqiulhﬁmdumutmam alied oot fust al

st it Forcing

ofanaL!udm:l@ and indisarial capacinyioIndisnterritong.

This insistence on capital localisation clarifies ndia’s broader
grapolitical trajectory over the past several years. When Mew
Dethi formally withdsew froms the Reglonal Comprehensive
Economic Panrsership (RCEF), the decision was widely, and in-
DOy, ﬁm&ﬂwm\miiﬁamlll*w
tectionism. The withd rwal froem RCEP was adeliberace
of an architectupe that casvied thethreat of asymmetric industrial
v o stabe-subsbd ised manulacmuing bubs. Sprawling.
retlrilaceral mepa-blocs ol en enforcea hierarchical depersdency

0na single regional hegemon. India, however, s systematically
CoMBtCTing & nerwoek of bilate ral AETeenenils sross the Indo-
Pacifie, designed o bypass adversarial industrial overcapacity
‘while locking in resilient partnerships withirusied nodes.
Histogically rel lant on Befing to sbsorb the vast magority of its
sgriculturaland forestry exports. New fealand faces extreme ex -
wﬂmmoawﬁkmfzunnm -rtmmm:rm‘-
Aanurgent e
dcmulr-ula.mn-ly wlum!mmmw ln-dn
Packficvalue chainsto fuel its industrial transithor. Bus it st do
sowithout succumiblrg tathe ssymemetric technological or coon-
onledamirance dictatod by sither Washirgron of Beijing.
Rather than relying on vertical relationships with super-

powers, mickdle and rising powers are albering their trade ge-
ometries. They arelinking their economies to create altermative
pathwarys for capital and goods. Thesebilateral pacts functionas
mmkmm:,pmﬂdelmdﬂﬂmmm!he
volatiliry of great power while secusing
mmmwmmmmmm
Furiber, India’s success in securing this mascive FDI com-
Bilateralpacts  mitmentwhilesimultancousty shickling its highlysersitive ag-
like the India- ricultural and dairy sectoes reflects a mature foreign policy. The
New Zealand  Pubes ol trade today ane dicuted by leverage rather than mult-
lateral goochedll India tsurilising the poopolitical andeties of the
FTAsIgnedthis  global nonh and the necessity of supply chan diversification
week function  todienatenerens that protect its domessic poditheal sconotry while
as strategic funding its industrial bade, Soventignry in e 21st centary
shock recquires shaping thetopalogy of the global ecomansy rather than
ety reRcing W i
absorbers

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context
* |ndia and New Zealand signed a Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) with a ~$20 billion FDI
commitment over 15 years.
* Reflects India’s shift from tariff-based

The writer s ataistant professer, VU

liberalisation to investment-led trade strategy.

e Comes after India’s exit from Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership,

signalling preference for bilateral agreements.
* Aims to reduce supply chain dependence and

strengthen Indo-Pacific economic
partnerships.

Key Points
* FDI-Linked Trade Model
o Market access tied to long-term capital
infusion.

o Promotes technology transfer + domestic

manufacturing.

o Strategic Use of Market Sizelndia leverages
its large domestic demand as bargaining

power.
e Sectoral Safeguards

o Protection of agriculture and dairy sectors.

e Supply Chain Diversification

o Reduces reliance on dominant economies

like China.
e Bilateralism over Multilateralism
o Focus on flexible, interest-based trade
partnerships.

Geopolitical Dimension
o Strengthens ties with middle powers;
avoids overdependence on major powers.

Static Linkages

FDI: Defined under FEMA, regulated by DPIIT.
Balance of Payments: Capital account inflows
via FDI.

Trade Theory: Comparative advantage vs
strategic trade policy.

Global Value Chains (GVCs): Integration for
manufacturing growth.

WTO limitations in addressing modern trade
asymmetries.

Economic Survey: Role of FDI in growth and
employment.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Ensures stable capital inflow and industrial
growth.

Enhances strategic autonomy in trade policy.
Protects sensitive domestic sectors.
Strengthens resilient supply chains.

Challenges

Risk of FDI commitments not materialising
fully.

Limited access to large multilateral markets.
Possible hidden protectionism - lower
competitiveness.

Implementation and regulatory bottlenecks.

Way Foxrward

Strengthen ease of doing business for FDI
absorption.

Align FTAs with PLI and Make in India
initiatives.

Improve logistics and infrastructure.

Ensure balanced trade liberalisation with
safeguards.

Expand FTAs with trusted strategic partners.



Language policing is bad
politics, bad economics

AYS AFTER announcing its ill-conceived decision to

make basic Marathi-language proficiency mandatory

forall autoand taxi drivers from May 1, the Maharash-

tragovernment extended the deadline o August 15,
The move is a minor concession, coming after auto and taxi
unlonsobjected tothe abltrmarinessofthe announcement. Itdoss
lirtle to undo the irrationality and constitutionally tenuous
grounds of the original decision, which, if implemented, would
see thelicences of alarge numberof non-compliant driverscan-
oelled. Atatimewhen public transport is plagued by more press-
img issues such as afferdability and accessibility, the easy resont
to narrow linguistic palitics is troubling.

In conditioninglivelihoods on Marathi-language proficiency,
the Maharashtra govemment's decision erects an informal bar-
rier against internal migrants — the very people who sustain
urbancoonomibes ke Mumbal's. Such measures weaken the idea

| of the nation &< 3 shared civic space and undermine the consti-
tuthonal promise of freedom of mabllity, which gives citizensthe

| right to reside and settle inany part of India and practise any pro-
fession or occupation there. [tis also bad economics, subverting,
the spirit ef a unified market, where labour mobility is essential
for efficiency and growth. Urban transport systems, moreover,
depend on flexibility, scale, and the willingness of workers tomi-
grate where opporfunities exist. A driver from Uttar Pradesh or
Bihar should net find their dignity oremployability contingent
on linguistic assimilation.

Maharashtra hasalong history oflanguagebeing weaponised
for narrow political ends. Over the kst year, for example, following
the Devendra Fadnavis administration'soscillation onthe three-
language policy — first making Hindi mandatory at the primary-
school level, then making it optional — the Shiv Sena and the
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena raised the pitch on the "imposi-
tion” of Hindi and cast themselves as the protectors of Marathi
pride. The tactics used by the Raj Thackeray-led MNS —slapping.
bankofficials for not offering services in Marathi, for instance —
have underlined how easily parochialilsm canslip into vislence,
The language mancate to aute and taxi drivers may come with
the state’s imprimatur, but thesame insularimpulse drivesboth.
Those mostvulnerable o the violenceof the hooligan and theca-
priciousness ofthe state are inevitably the ones with the least so-
clal and economic protections, such as migrant workers. The
cheice before policymabkers is stark: Pursue indusive growth an-
chered inconstitutional freedoms, or indulge parochial impulses
that subwvert that puarpose. Maharashira's language mandate, in
both principle and effect, leans dangerously toward the latter.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
¢ The Maharashtra government mandated
Marathi language proficiency for auto and taxi
drivers, initially effective from May 1.
e Following protests by driver unions, the
deadline was extended to August 15.
* The policy proposes cancellation of licences
for non-compliant drivers.
e The decision has raised concerns regarding
migrant workers, constitutional rights, and
economic efficiency.

Key Points

e Language requirement targets public-facing
service providers (auto/taxi drivers).

e Potentially impacts a large number of inter-
state migrant workers, especially from Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar.

* Raises questions on freedom of movement and
profession.

e Reflects ongoing linguistic politics in
Maharashtra, involving regional parties like
Shiv Sena and Maharashtra Navnirman Sena.

e Comes amid existing challenges in urban
transport: affordability, accessibility, and
regulation.

e Highlights tension between regional identity vs
national integration.

Static Linkages

e Article 19(1)(d), 19(1)(e), 19(1)(g) - Freedom of
movement, residence, and profession

e Article 14 - Equality before law

e Article 16 - Equality of opportunity in public
employment

e Article 29 - Protection of linguistic and cultural
rights

e Concept of Single Market Economy (Economic
Survey)

e Urbanisation and Labour Mobility (NCERT
Geography - Human Geography)

* Federalism and Regionalism (Indian Polity by
M. Laxmikanth)

Critical Analysis
Positives
* Promotes regional language usage in public
interaction
* May enhance ease of communication for local
population
Negatives
e Potential violation of Fundamental Rights (Art.
19)
e Creates informal barriers to internal migration
e Adversely impacts livelihood of migrant
workers
e Undermines economic efficiency and labour
mobility
* Encourages linguistic regionalism and
exclusionary politics
* Implementation and monitoring challenges

Way Forward

e Adoptincentive-based or voluntary language
training instead of mandatory rules

e Ensure policies pass tests of reasonableness
and proportionality

e Strengthen urban transport governance and
service quality

* Protect migrant workers through legal
safeguards

* Promote multilingual service frameworks
(technology-enabled)

* Balance regional identity with constitutional
values and national integration



Climate vows,
now for delivery

N THE last week of April, representatives from more than
50 countries gathered at Santa Marta in Colombia for a cli-
mate conference bormn of frustration with the UN-adminis-
tered negotiations, The deliberations ended on Wednesday
‘with acall for participating countries todevelop national road-
maps to end the use of fossil fuels — in fact, France pledged to
phase outoil and gasuse between 2030 and 2050. The UNFCCC's
CoPshave almost always come unstuck on the issue of fossil fuels.
By operating outside the consensus-bound framework, the Co-
lombia conference gave itself the leeway to advance faster than
CoPs. However, the very feature that imparted dynamismto Co-
lombiaalsolimitedits potency. Three of the highest GHG emitters
—theUS, Chinaand India— were not represented at Santa Marta.
It would, however, be wrong to dismiss the meet as incon-
sequential. The participating countries represented nearty S0 per
cent of the global GDP. They agreed to align their trade and fi-
nance policies with green transition plans, potentially creating
momentum towards faster decarbonisation. But beyond the
combined economic weight of its participants, the conference
‘was significant in bringing countries representing different econ-
omicsegments ontothe same page. While UN climate meets have
oftenbeen rivenby discord between developed countries, emerg-
ing economies, developing countries and small island states, it
‘was heartening that representatives of France, Germany and
Spainworked together with delegates from Brazil, Nigeria, Nepal
and several other countries with varying economicclout at Santa
Marta. UN meetings have not avoided reconeiling different eli-
mate realities. However, that has only meant postponement of
difficult decisions, The Colombia meet could be the firststep to-
‘wards challenging the ambiguity that has allowed countries to
pledge climate action while continuing fossil fuel expansion.
Thatsaid, the Santa Mara meet should not be seenasa parallel
tothe UN processes. Climate change istoo complicated tobe left
tooneglobal agency. It requires building alliancesat several levels
— between like-minded countries, among civil-society groups
and business organisations. Climate delegates showed rare ma-
turity in the past week. The participating countries will now need
to translate roadmaps into actual policy and develop financial
mechanisms to support transitions in poorer nations — that's
‘where most UNFCCC meetings have faltered.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

A climate conference held in Santa Marta,
Colombia (April-end), brought together
multiple countries outside the formal UN
climate framework.

The meeting emerged from dissatisfaction with
slow progress under the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) negotiations.

Participating countries called for national
roadmaps to phase out fossil fuels; France
pledged phase-out between 2030-2050.
Major emitters like **United States, China, and
India were not part of the conference.
Countries representing nearly 50% of global
GDP participated, agreeing to align trade and
finance policies with green transitions.

Key Points

Shift from consensus-based multilateralism
(UNFCCC COPs) to coalition-based climate
action.

Emphasis on fossil fuel phase-out, a
contentious issue in global negotiations.
Agreement to integrate climate goals with
economic policies (trade, finance).
Participation from diverse economies:
developed (France, Germany, Spain) and
developing (Brazil, Nigeria, Nepal).
Highlights fragmentation + complementarity in
global climate governance.

e Focus onimplementation mechanisms, unlike
many declaratory UN outcomes.

Static Linkages

e UNFCCC (1992) under Rio Earth Summit -
principle of Common But Differentiated
Responsibilities (CBDR-RC).

e Kyoto Protocol (1997) - binding targets for
developed countries.

e Paris Agreement (2015) - Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs).

e Fossil fuels » major source of GHG emissions
(COz, CHa).

e |IPCC reports — need to limit warming to 1.5°C.

e Climate finance commitment: $100 billion/year
(developed - developing).

e Carbon neutrality/net-zero targets.

Critical Analysis
Pros
e Faster decision-making outside rigid UN
consensus.
e Encourages like-minded coalitions » practical
implementation.
e Integrates economic policy with climate action
(trade-finance nexus).
e Builds bridges across developed-developing
divide.
Cons
e Absence of top emitters limits global
effectiveness.
e Risk of fragmentation of climate governance.
e May undermine legitimacy of UN-led processes.
e Financing commitments for poorer nations
remain unclear.
Challenges
e Balancing development needs vs
decarbonisation (especially for Global South).
e Ensuring climate justice and equity.
e Mobilising sufficient climate finance and
technology transfer.
e Translating roadmaps into binding domestic
policies.

Way Forward

e Strengthen synergy between UNFCCC COP
processes and plurilateral initiatives.

e Develop credible financing mechanisms (green
funds, MDB reforms).

e Ensure inclusion of major emitters in future
coalitions.

e Promote technology transfer + capacity building
for developing nations.

e Align trade rules (WTO framework) with climate
goals.

e Focus on just transition frameworks (workers,
vulnerable communities).



	DAILY NEWSPAPER
	ANALYSIS
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Points
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Points
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Points
	Context of the News
	Key Points
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Way Forward
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Context of the News
	Key Points
	Way Forward
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Points
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Points
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Way Foxrward
	Context
	Key Points
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Points

	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Pros
	Cons
	Challenges

	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Points


