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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

GST collections touched a record ₹2.43 lakh
crore in April 2026 (↑ 8.7% YoY).
April data reflects March-end economic
activity (year-end compliance surge).
Consistent April peak trend since GST rollout
(except April 2020 – COVID disruption).
Growth sustained despite global uncertainties
and geopolitical tensions.
Import-led revenue growth continues to
dominate over domestic consumption.

Key Points
Gross GST: ₹2.43 lakh crore
Net GST (after refunds): ₹2.11 lakh crore
Import GST growth: ~26% (₹57,580 crore)
Domestic GST growth: 4.3% (₹1.85 lakh crore)
Trend: Stable 7–8% monthly GST growth
trajectory

Inference:Import growth > Domestic
growth → Possible consumption slowdown
Indicates external demand linkages +
supply chain normalisation

Static Linkages
GST → 101st Constitutional Amendment Act,
2016
Article 246A → Special power for GST
legislation
Article 279A → GST Council
GST is a destination-based indirect tax
Concept of Input Tax Credit (ITC)
Tax buoyancy → Revenue responsiveness to
GDP growth
GST promotes formalisation + digital
compliance (e-way bill, e-invoicing)
Fiscal federalism → Centre-State revenue
sharing

Critical Analysis
Positives:

Reflects robust tax compliance and
formalisation
Supports fiscal consolidation and revenue
stability
Indicates trade recovery and supply chain
stabilisation
GST reforms improving efficiency and
predictability

Concerns:
Import-led growth → signals weak domestic
consumption
Vulnerability to global shocks (oil, geopolitics)
Uneven sectoral recovery (discretionary
demand weak)
Structural issues in GST complexity &
compliance burden

Way Forward
Boost domestic demand (consumption-led
growth)
Further rate rationalisation (fewer slabs)
Strengthen compliance via AI/data analytics
Improve GST dispute resolution system
Enhance cooperative federalism in GST
Council
Reduce dependence on import-driven
revenues
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Karnataka has operationalised a dedicated
grievance redressal mechanism for platform-
based gig workers.
Developed by the Karnataka Platform-based
Gig Workers’ Board with the Department of e-
Governance.
Integrated with the Integrated Public
Grievance Redressal System (IPGRS) portal.
Enabled under the Karnataka Platform-Based
Gig Workers (Social Security and Welfare) Act &
Rules.
First structured institutional grievance system
for gig workers in India.

Key Points
Gig workers can file complaints regarding:

Payment issues
Working conditions
Platform-related disputes

Mandatory provision:
Every aggregator must establish an Internal
Dispute Resolution Committee (IDRC).

Process:
Complaint → IPGRS → Auto-routed to
concerned IDRC → Time-bound resolution.

Government role:
Central facilitator and monitoring authority
ensuring transparency.

Coverage:
Around 12 lakh registered gig workers in
Karnataka.

Welfare schemes under development:
Based on type of work, working hours,
gender, and contribution levels.

Objective:
Formalisation of gig economy
Institutional dispute resolution
Strengthening worker protection

Static Linkages
Article 38 – Social order for welfare
Article 39(a) – Adequate means of livelihood
Article 41 – Right to work and assistance
Article 14 – Equality before law
Article 21 – Right to livelihood (judicial
interpretation)
Code on Social Security, 2020 – Recognition of
gig & platform workers
Labour under Concurrent List (Seventh
Schedule)
Unorganised Workers’ Social Security Act,
2008
NITI Aayog (2022) – India’s Gig Economy report
Economic Survey – Emerging gig workforce

Critical Analysis
Positives

Formal recognition of gig workers within
governance framework
Time-bound grievance redressal improves
accountability of platforms
Digital integration enhances transparency and
accessibility
Moves towards inclusive labour welfare in
emerging economy

Challenges
Lack of clarity on legal status (employee vs
independent contractor)
Enforcement limitations on private digital
platforms
Risk of increased compliance cost affecting
business models
Digital divide may restrict access for some
workers
Absence of uniform national framework

Way Forward
Establish a national policy framework for gig
workers
Ensure portable and universal social security
benefits
Define clear legal classification of gig workers
Strengthen enforcement through regulatory
oversight
Improve digital literacy and accessibility for
workers
Promote tripartite institutional mechanisms
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The post-2008 Financial Crisis period
witnessed rising inequality, unemployment and
social discontent, creating fertile ground for
populist politics.
Recent geopolitical conflicts and weakening of
multilateral institutions indicate a shift away
from the liberal rules-based international
order.
Increasing number of countries are
experiencing democratic backsliding and rise
of authoritarian tendencies.
Emergence of transnational ideological
linkages among right-wing groups is reshaping
global politics.

Key Points
Rise of Populism: Growth of nationalist, anti-
globalisation and protectionist politics across
regions.
Ideological Networks: Cross-border
collaboration among political groups, think
tanks and diaspora.
Shift in World Order:

From liberal multilateralism → ideological
and power-based alignments
Increasing relevance of “sphere of
influence” politics

Weakening Multilateralism:
Slow reforms in institutions like UN, WTO
Declining trust of Global South countries

Role of Diaspora:
Used as a tool of political mobilisation and
influence abroad

India’s Position:
Traditionally based on strategic autonomy
Now perceived through evolving
geopolitical and ideological alignments

Static Linkages 
Realism vs Liberalism in International Relations
Balance of Power concept
Non-Aligned Movement and Panchsheel
principles
Globalisation and inequality (NCERT +
Economic Survey)
United Nations structure and reforms
Soft power and diaspora diplomacy

Critical Analysis
Positives

Strengthens national sovereignty and identity
Challenges inequities of globalisation
Encourages multipolar world order

Negatives
Democratic backsliding and institutional
weakening
Rise of xenophobia and exclusionary politics
Weakening of global cooperation and
multilateralism
Increased geopolitical tensions and conflicts

Challenges
Balancing nationalism with global cooperation
Reforming global governance institutions
Maintaining India’s strategic autonomy amid
polarization

Way Forward
Accelerate reforms in global institutions
(UNSC, WTO)
Promote inclusive and equitable globalisation
Strengthen multilateral cooperation
mechanisms
Maintain independent and balanced foreign
policy
Encourage dialogue-based conflict resolution
Enhance democratic resilience and
institutional accountability
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

United Arab Emirates announced withdrawal
from Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) and OPEC+ effective May 1,
2026.
Decision taken just before the scheduled OPEC
meeting, indicating strategic urgency.
UAE aims to pursue national interest by
increasing oil production independently.
Occurs amid geopolitical tensions in West Asia,
including disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz.

Key Points
UAE holds ~113 billion barrels of reserves (6th
largest globally).
OPEC quota: 3.45 mbpd vs UAE capacity
target: 5 mbpd → unused capacity issue.
Exit allows production autonomy and revenue
maximization.
Reflects intra-cartel tensions, especially with
Saudi Arabia.
Driven by expectation of “Peak Oil” and long-
term demand decline.
UAE has alternate export route (Habshan–
Fujairah pipeline bypassing Hormuz).
Impact: Weakening of cartel control; increased
role of non-OPEC producers (e.g., United
States).
India (3rd largest importer) may benefit via
lower prices and stable supply.

Static Linkages
Cartel behaviour in oligopoly markets → price
control via supply restriction.
Oil price volatility affects inflation, fiscal
deficit, and current account deficit.
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (India:
Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru, Padur).

Energy transition: shift towards renewables
due to climate commitments (Paris
Agreement).
Geopolitics of West Asia → choke points like
Strait of Hormuz.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Increased supply → potential reduction in
crude prices.
Benefits import-dependent economies like
India.
Promotes competitive global oil markets.

Negatives
Weakening of coordinated supply management
→ price volatility.
Possible oil price wars among Gulf producers.
Increased geopolitical competition in West
Asia.

Challenges
Managing energy transition vs fossil fuel
dependence.
Ensuring stable supply amid geopolitical
tensions.
Balancing economic gains with climate
commitments.

Way Forward
Diversify import sources and strengthen India–
UAE energy ties.
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Accelerate renewable energy targets (solar,
green hydrogen).
Promote long-term contracts for price
stability.
Strengthen global energy governance
mechanisms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The 80th Round of Household Social
Consumption: Health Survey by the National
Statistical Office is the first comprehensive
post-pandemic health survey.
It assesses the outcomes of Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (launched in
2018), which has now matured.
Earlier survey rounds (71st, 75th) indicated low
health insurance coverage; the latest round
shows significant expansion but persistent
structural issues.

Key Points
Expansion of Insurance Coverage

Health insurance coverage has increased
nearly threefold since 2018.
Publicly funded insurance (PMJAY + State
schemes) now forms a major part of
hospital financing.

Coverage vs Access Gap
Hospitalisation rate remains below 2014
levels, indicating barriers to access.
Insurance coverage does not ensure
availability of beds or services.

Persistent Out-of-Pocket Expenditure (OOPE)
PMJAY reimbursement rates are often
below market rates.
Private hospitals compensate through
extra billing (diagnostics, medicines,
services).
Hidden costs reduce the effectiveness of
financial protection.

Changing Disease Profile
Proportion of population reported ailing
has doubled.
Transition from infectious diseases to non-
communicable diseases (NCDs).
Reflects epidemiological transition and
improved health-seeking behaviour.

OOPE Trends
Mean OOPE has increased (due to high-cost
treatments).
Median OOPE has declined to around
₹11,285 per hospitalisation.
Public outpatient care is nearly free.

Role of Public vs Private Sector
Public sector provides financial protection
in primary and secondary care.
Private sector dominates tertiary care,
leading to higher costs.

Equity Concerns
Poor: nominal insurance coverage but
limited actual benefits.
Middle class: increased risk of catastrophic
health expenditure.

Static Linkages
Article 47 – State’s duty to improve public
health.
Public health is in the State List (Seventh
Schedule).
National Health Policy 2017: target to reduce
OOPE to 30%.
Epidemiological transition: shift from
communicable to non-communicable diseases.
Catastrophic health expenditure as a major
cause of poverty (Economic Survey).
Universal Health Coverage (WHO framework).

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Significant increase in health insurance
coverage.
Reduction in median OOPE indicates improved
affordability for many households.
Public healthcare expansion improving access
to basic services.
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Weaknesses
Insurance coverage does not translate into
actual access to healthcare.
High hidden costs undermine financial
protection.
Weak public tertiary healthcare system.
Rising burden of NCDs increases long-term
financial risks.

Key Challenges
Inadequate regulation of private healthcare
providers.
Low reimbursement rates under public
insurance schemes.
Underfunded public health infrastructure,
especially for chronic care.

Way Forward
Strengthen public tertiary healthcare
infrastructure to reduce dependence on
private sector.
Revise PMJAY reimbursement rates to align
with realistic costs.
Implement price regulation mechanisms for
private healthcare services.
Increase public health expenditure to 2.5% of
GDP as per National Health Policy.
Focus on preventive and promotive
healthcare, especially for NCDs.
Improve monitoring and accountability in
insurance implementation.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Pakistan has re-emerged as a key intermediary
in managing tensions between Iran and the
United States.
Historical evidence highlights Pakistan’s
indirect role in Iran’s nuclear development via
clandestine proliferation networks.
The issue gains relevance amid rising instability
in West Asia and concerns over weakening
global non-proliferation norms.

Key Points
1953 Coup in Iran: US–UK backed overthrow of
PM Mohammad Mossadegh to safeguard oil
interests.
Atoms for Peace Programme (1957): US
enabled Iran’s civilian nuclear programme;
supplied highly enriched uranium reactor
(1967).
1979 Islamic Revolution: Shift towards
strategic autonomy and suspicion of Western
powers.
Iran–Iraq War (1980–88): Use of chemical
weapons against Iran reinforced need for
deterrence capability.
A.Q. Khan Proliferation Network:

Supplied centrifuge technology and
components to Iran (1989–95).
Extended to Libya and North Korea.

Pakistan’s Strategic Utility:
Cold War alliances: SEATO, CENTO.
Facilitator of US–China rapprochement
(1971).
Continues to be geopolitically relevant
despite credibility issues.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Pakistan’s mediation role may facilitate
diplomatic engagement.
Reflects importance of geography in
international relations.

Negatives
Nuclear proliferation networks weaken global
non-proliferation regime.
Weak civilian oversight over military in
Pakistan.
Selective approach by major powers
undermines credibility of global norms.

Stakeholder Concerns
Iran: Security and deterrence against regional
threats.
Pakistan: Strategic leverage and geopolitical
relevance.
US: Balancing containment with engagement.
Global Community: Risk of proliferation and
nuclear insecurity.

Challenges
Lack of enforcement power with global
institutions like IAEA
Persistence of informal proliferation networks
Regional instability and trust deficit

Way Forward
Strengthen international non-proliferation
frameworks and compliance mechanisms
Enhance transparency via stricter IAEA
safeguards
Promote diplomatic engagement and conflict
resolution in West Asia
Strengthen export control regimes and
intelligence cooperation
India to continue advocating responsible
nuclear stewardship and global disarmament

Static Linkages
Concept of nuclear deterrence and
mutually assured destruction (MAD)
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
– structure and limitations
Role and mandate of International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
Export control regimes: NSG, MTCR,
Australia Group
Cold War geopolitics and proxy wars
Strategic autonomy in foreign policy
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India’s POSHAN-related initiatives have
recently emphasized early childhood brain
development (0–6 years).
Scientific evidence (UNICEF, World Bank)
highlights high returns on early childhood
investments.
Policy backing includes:

National Food Security Act, 2013
POSHAN Abhiyaan (2018)
ICDS Scheme
NEP, 2020 (ECCE as foundational stage)

Despite interventions, NFHS-5 indicators
remain concerning:

Stunting (~35.5%), Wasting (~19.3%),
Anaemia high

Core issue: lack of convergence between
nutrition, health, and early learning systems

Key Points 
Early childhood = critical period for cognitive,
emotional, and physical development
Determinants:

Nutrition + Health + Early stimulation +
Responsive caregiving

Existing gaps:
Anganwadi → nutrition-centric

Health system → survival-focused
ECCE (especially 0–3 years) → neglected

Economic dimension:
Early investment → higher productivity,
reduced inequality (Human Capital Theory)

Gender dimension:
Lack of childcare → low Female Labour Force
Participation (FLFP)

Key initiatives:
Palna Scheme – childcare support
Community models (e.g., worksite crèches)

Governance issue: input-based monitoring vs
outcome-based evaluation

Static Linkages 
Article 39(f) – child development
Article 45 – ECCE (0–6 years)
Human Capital Formation
Demographic Dividend
First 1000 Days concept
UNICEF Malnutrition Framework
ICDS (1975) – supplementary nutrition + pre-
school education

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Strong policy ecosystem (POSHAN + ICDS + NEP
synergy)
Shift toward holistic child development
Increasing recognition of childcare as economic
enabler

Weaknesses
Poor inter-departmental convergence
Overburdened Anganwadi workforce
Neglect of 0–3 age group
Monitoring focused on outputs, not outcomes

Opportunities
Panchayat-led childcare models
Data-driven governance (POSHAN Tracker)
Public-private participation

Threats
Persistent malnutrition
Gender inequality in care work
Informal workforce constraints

Way Forward 
Integrate nutrition + stimulation + caregiving in
frontline services
Strengthen anganwadi-cum-crèche
infrastructure
Promote converged funding at local level
Focus on early years (0–3)
Outcome-based monitoring (child development
indicators)
Capacity building of frontline workers
Support working women via accessible childcare
ecosystems
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

India and New Zealand signed a Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) with a ~$20 billion FDI
commitment over 15 years.
Reflects India’s shift from tariff-based
liberalisation to investment-led trade strategy.
Comes after India’s exit from Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership,
signalling preference for bilateral agreements.
Aims to reduce supply chain dependence and
strengthen Indo-Pacific economic
partnerships.

Key Points
FDI-Linked Trade Model

Market access tied to long-term capital
infusion.
Promotes technology transfer + domestic
manufacturing.
Strategic Use of Market SizeIndia leverages
its large domestic demand as bargaining
power.

Sectoral Safeguards
Protection of agriculture and dairy sectors.

Supply Chain Diversification
Reduces reliance on dominant economies
like China.

Bilateralism over Multilateralism
Focus on flexible, interest-based trade
partnerships.

Geopolitical Dimension
Strengthens ties with middle powers;
avoids overdependence on major powers.

Static Linkages
FDI: Defined under FEMA; regulated by DPIIT.
Balance of Payments: Capital account inflows
via FDI.
Trade Theory: Comparative advantage vs
strategic trade policy.
Global Value Chains (GVCs): Integration for
manufacturing growth.
WTO limitations in addressing modern trade
asymmetries.
Economic Survey: Role of FDI in growth and
employment.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Ensures stable capital inflow and industrial
growth.
Enhances strategic autonomy in trade policy.
Protects sensitive domestic sectors.
Strengthens resilient supply chains.

Challenges
Risk of FDI commitments not materialising
fully.
Limited access to large multilateral markets.
Possible hidden protectionism → lower
competitiveness.
Implementation and regulatory bottlenecks.

Way Foxrward
Strengthen ease of doing business for FDI
absorption.
Align FTAs with PLI and Make in India
initiatives.
Improve logistics and infrastructure.
Ensure balanced trade liberalisation with
safeguards.
Expand FTAs with trusted strategic partners.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Maharashtra government mandated
Marathi language proficiency for auto and taxi
drivers, initially effective from May 1.
Following protests by driver unions, the
deadline was extended to August 15.
The policy proposes cancellation of licences
for non-compliant drivers.
The decision has raised concerns regarding
migrant workers, constitutional rights, and
economic efficiency.

Key Points
Language requirement targets public-facing
service providers (auto/taxi drivers).
Potentially impacts a large number of inter-
state migrant workers, especially from Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar.
Raises questions on freedom of movement and
profession.
Reflects ongoing linguistic politics in
Maharashtra, involving regional parties like
Shiv Sena and Maharashtra Navnirman Sena.
Comes amid existing challenges in urban
transport: affordability, accessibility, and
regulation.
Highlights tension between regional identity vs
national integration.

Static Linkages
Article 19(1)(d), 19(1)(e), 19(1)(g) – Freedom of
movement, residence, and profession
Article 14 – Equality before law
Article 16 – Equality of opportunity in public
employment
Article 29 – Protection of linguistic and cultural
rights
Concept of Single Market Economy (Economic
Survey)
Urbanisation and Labour Mobility (NCERT
Geography – Human Geography)
Federalism and Regionalism (Indian Polity by
M. Laxmikanth)

Critical Analysis
Positives

Promotes regional language usage in public
interaction
May enhance ease of communication for local
population

Negatives
Potential violation of Fundamental Rights (Art.
19)
Creates informal barriers to internal migration
Adversely impacts livelihood of migrant
workers
Undermines economic efficiency and labour
mobility
Encourages linguistic regionalism and
exclusionary politics
Implementation and monitoring challenges

Way Forward
Adopt incentive-based or voluntary language
training instead of mandatory rules
Ensure policies pass tests of reasonableness
and proportionality
Strengthen urban transport governance and
service quality
Protect migrant workers through legal
safeguards
Promote multilingual service frameworks
(technology-enabled)
Balance regional identity with constitutional
values and national integration
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A climate conference held in Santa Marta,
Colombia (April-end), brought together
multiple countries outside the formal UN
climate framework.
The meeting emerged from dissatisfaction with
slow progress under the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) negotiations.
Participating countries called for national
roadmaps to phase out fossil fuels; France
pledged phase-out between 2030–2050.
Major emitters like **United States, China, and
India were not part of the conference.
Countries representing nearly 50% of global
GDP participated, agreeing to align trade and
finance policies with green transitions.

Key Points
Shift from consensus-based multilateralism
(UNFCCC COPs) to coalition-based climate
action.
Emphasis on fossil fuel phase-out, a
contentious issue in global negotiations.
Agreement to integrate climate goals with
economic policies (trade, finance).
Participation from diverse economies:
developed (France, Germany, Spain) and
developing (Brazil, Nigeria, Nepal).
Highlights fragmentation + complementarity in
global climate governance.

Focus on implementation mechanisms, unlike
many declaratory UN outcomes.

Static Linkages 
UNFCCC (1992) under Rio Earth Summit –
principle of Common But Differentiated
Responsibilities (CBDR-RC).
Kyoto Protocol (1997) – binding targets for
developed countries.
Paris Agreement (2015) – Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs).
Fossil fuels → major source of GHG emissions
(CO₂, CH₄).
IPCC reports – need to limit warming to 1.5°C.
Climate finance commitment: $100 billion/year
(developed → developing).
Carbon neutrality/net-zero targets.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Faster decision-making outside rigid UN
consensus.
Encourages like-minded coalitions → practical
implementation.
Integrates economic policy with climate action
(trade-finance nexus).
Builds bridges across developed–developing
divide.

Cons
Absence of top emitters limits global
effectiveness.
Risk of fragmentation of climate governance.
May undermine legitimacy of UN-led processes.
Financing commitments for poorer nations
remain unclear.

Challenges
Balancing development needs vs
decarbonisation (especially for Global South).
Ensuring climate justice and equity.
Mobilising sufficient climate finance and
technology transfer.
Translating roadmaps into binding domestic
policies.

Way Forward
Strengthen synergy between UNFCCC COP
processes and plurilateral initiatives.
Develop credible financing mechanisms (green
funds, MDB reforms).
Ensure inclusion of major emitters in future
coalitions.
Promote technology transfer + capacity building
for developing nations.
Align trade rules (WTO framework) with climate
goals.
Focus on just transition frameworks (workers,
vulnerable communities).
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