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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Iran, led by Mojtaba Khamenei, declared it will
retain its nuclear and missile capabilities and
introduce new rules for managing the Strait of
Hormuz.
This follows U.S. President Donald Trump
maintaining a blockade on Iranian-linked
vessels in the Gulf of Oman.
The situation escalated after U.S. and Israeli
strikes on Iran’s nuclear facilities (June 2025).
Despite a ceasefire (April 8, 2026), tensions
persist through maritime confrontation and
economic pressure.
Oil prices surged sharply (Brent crude crossing
$126/barrel), indicating global economic
implications.

Key Points
Strategic chokepoint: Strait of Hormuz handles
~20–30% of global oil trade (EIA estimates).
Iran signalled conditional easing of control
over the strait in exchange for lifting
sanctions/blockade.
The U.S. aims to prevent Iran from acquiring
nuclear weapons capability.
Iran asserts:

Nuclear programme is peaceful
Strait control ensures regional sovereignty
and security

U.S. claims blockade effectiveness:
~41 tankers (≈69 million barrels of oil)
reportedly blocked

Iran emphasizes “freedom of navigation”
selectively, excluding hostile countries.

Static Linkages
Strait of Hormuz connects:

Persian Gulf with
Gulf of Oman

Key bordering states: Iran, Oman, UAE

Under UNCLOS:
Strait qualifies as an international
strait
Guarantees transit passage (non-
suspendable)

India imports ~80–85% of crude oil;
West Asia is a major supplier region

Critical Analysis
Pros (from Iran’s perspective):

Strategic leverage over global oil supply
routes
Strengthens bargaining power in
nuclear negotiations
Domestic political consolidation
through nationalism

Pros (from U.S./global perspective):
Economic pressure avoids full-scale war
Limits nuclear proliferation risks

Concerns / Challenges:
Violation of freedom of navigation
principles (UNCLOS tension)
Risk of global oil supply disruption
leading to inflationary shocks
Potential escalation into military
conflict in chokepoint
Impact on India’s energy security and
trade routes

Stakeholder Perspectives:
India: Concerned about oil imports,
diaspora safety, and maritime trade
China/EU: Focus on stable energy
supply chains
Gulf States: Balance between Iran and
U.S. security umbrella

Way Forward
Promote diplomatic negotiations
(revival of nuclear deal framework)
Strengthen multilateral maritime
security mechanisms
Diversify energy sources (renewables,
strategic reserves)
India to:

Enhance strategic petroleum
reserves
Invest in alternative corridors (e.g.,
INSTC)

Reinforce adherence to international
maritime law (UNCLOS)
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Ministry of Finance (Department of
Economic Affairs) in its Monthly Economic
Review (April 2026) flagged concerns over
rising fiscal stress in States.
9 out of 18 major States are projected to run
revenue deficits in 2026–27.
High debt and interest burdens may reduce
States’ capacity to respond to external shocks
(e.g., West Asia crisis impacting oil prices and
inflation).
Stressed States may:

Cut productive expenditure, or
Seek higher transfers from the Union
government.

Key Points
Revenue Deficit:

Occurs when revenue expenditure exceeds
revenue receipts.
Indicates borrowing for consumption (non-
asset creation).

States with Revenue Deficits (% of GSDP):
Himachal Pradesh (-2.4%), Punjab (-2.2%),
Kerala (-2.1%)
Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan (-1.1%)
Haryana (-0.9%), Karnataka & Maharashtra
(-0.7%), Chhattisgarh (-0.3%)

Interest Burden:
Many deficit States spend >15% of revenue
receipts on interest payments.
Punjab highest at 22.8% → indicator of debt
stress.

Revenue Surplus States:
Odisha (3%), Jharkhand (2.5%), Uttar
Pradesh (1.6%), Goa, Gujarat, Uttarakhand,
Telangana, Bihar.

Capital Expenditure Insight:
Most surplus States maintain capital outlay
> fiscal deficit, indicating growth-oriented
spending.

FRBM Act, 2003:
Fiscal deficit target ≈ 3% of GDP (similar
benchmarks for States).

Types of Deficits:
Revenue deficit
Fiscal deficit
Primary deficit

Debt Sustainability Indicators:
Debt-to-GDP ratio
Interest Payments / Revenue Receipts ratio

Critical Analysis
Positives

Revenue surplus States demonstrate fiscal prudence.
Higher capital expenditure enhances:

Infrastructure
Employment
Long-term growth

Concerns
Revenue deficit trap:

Borrowing used for salaries, subsidies → no asset
creation.

Debt overhang:
High interest payments crowd out development
spending.

Reduced fiscal flexibility:
Limits response to economic shocks.

Centre–State tensions:
Increased dependence on central transfers.

Stakeholder Dimensions
States: Demand higher borrowing limits and transfers.
Centre: Focus on fiscal consolidation and macro
stability.
Finance Commission: Balancing equity and fiscal
discipline.

Way Forward
Adhere to zero revenue deficit (Golden Rule).
Enhance own tax revenue (OTR) via GST compliance
and tax base expansion.
Rationalise subsidies and adopt targeted Direct Benefit
Transfers (DBT).
Prioritise capital expenditure for growth.
Introduce performance-based fiscal incentives
(Finance Commission).
Strengthen cooperative fiscal federalism through
structured dialogue.
Develop fiscal buffers to handle external shocks.

Odisha Example:
Fiscal deficit: 3.5% of GSDP
Capital outlay: 6.5% → reflects
productive investment.

Golden Rule of Fiscal Policy:
Borrowing should finance capital
expenditure, not revenue expenditure.

Static Linkages
Article 293: State borrowing powers;
conditional upon Centre’s consent.
Article 280: Finance Commission
recommends tax devolution and grants.CIVILS WITH AKASH
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Supreme Court of India refused to
entertain a curative petition filed by the Union
government regarding termination of a 30-
week pregnancy of a 15-year-old rape survivor.
A Bench led by Chief Justice Surya Kant
observed that the law must prioritise the life,
dignity, and future of the minor survivor.
The Court urged the government to amend the
Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 to
remove time limits for abortion in cases
involving minor rape victims.
It held that decision-making should rest with
the survivor and her guardians, not the State
or medical boards.

Key Points
The MTP Amendment Act, 2021 increased
abortion limit:

From 20 to 24 weeks for special categories
(rape survivors, minors, differently-abled
women).

Beyond 24 weeks:
Allowed only in cases of substantial foetal
abnormalities with medical board approval.

Court observations:
Reproductive autonomy is part of personal
liberty (Article 21).
A minor rape survivor cannot be forced to
carry pregnancy due to psychological
trauma and lifelong consequences.
The State has no locus standi to challenge
such decisions when they concern
individual bodily autonomy.

Suggested reforms:
Remove gestational limits in rape cases
involving minors.

Amend criminal law to ensure time-bound trial
(within a week) in such cases.
Provide compensation through confiscation of
accused’s property.

Static Linkages
Article 21 – Right to life includes right to dignity,
privacy, and bodily autonomy (Justice K.S.
Puttaswamy case, 2017).
Directive Principles:

Article 39(f): Protection of children against
exploitation.

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act,
2012:

Provides stringent punishment for child sexual
abuse.

Indian Penal Code:
Rape provisions under Section 375–376.

Supreme Court precedents:
Recognised reproductive choice as a
fundamental right.

Critical Analysis
Positives:

Reinforces bodily autonomy and reproductive
rights.
Recognises psychological trauma of minor rape
survivors.
Strengthens child rights jurisprudence.
Limits state overreach in personal decisions.

Concerns:
Removal of time limit may raise ethical debates on
late-term abortion.
Medical risks increase significantly after 24 weeks.
Potential misuse or ambiguity in defining “unwanted
pregnancy”.
Healthcare infrastructure may not be adequately
prepared.

Stakeholder Perspectives:
Survivor: Needs dignity, choice, and mental health
protection.
Doctors: Concerned about medical risks and ethics.
State: Balances policy, legality, and societal
implications.
Judiciary: Expanding scope of fundamental rights.

Way Forward
Amend the MTP Act to include:

Special exception clause for minor rape
survivors beyond gestational limits.

Establish specialised medical boards with rapid
response mechanisms.
Strengthen mental health counselling support
systems.
Ensure fast-track courts for rape cases involving
minors.
Develop clear medico-legal guidelines to avoid
ambiguity.
Improve public health infrastructure for safe late-
term abortion procedures.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Large-scale protest by garment workers in
Noida demanding ₹20,000 monthly minimum
wage amid interstate wage disparities.
Industrial accident at Vedanta’s Singhitarai
thermal plant in Chhattisgarh killed 20 workers
due to boiler explosion and safety lapses.
Implementation of four labour codes in
November 2025 replacing 29 central labour
laws.
Rising concerns over dilution of labour
protections, occupational safety, and wage
adequacy.

Key Points
Haryana increased minimum wages by ~35%,
creating interstate wage disparities.
Uttar Pradesh announced ~21% interim hike,
but workers rejected it as insufficient.
India recorded over 3,331 factory deaths
(2018–2020); low conviction rates under safety
laws.
Industrial Relations Code raises threshold for
layoffs without government approval from 100
to 300 workers.
Occupational Safety Code raises factory
threshold (10→20 workers with power),
excluding many small units.
Introduction of “Inspector-cum-Facilitator”
system and self-certification reduces
inspection rigor.
Strike regulations tightened—mandatory 60-
day notice and restrictions during dispute
resolution.

Static Linkages
Directive Principles: living wage, humane working
conditions
Article 21: right to life includes safe working
conditions
Trade union rights and collective bargaining
principles
Concept of informal sector dominance in India
(~90% workforce)
Occupational safety standards and labour
inspection mechanisms
Wage determination: minimum wage vs living wage
Role of tripartite institutions (government–
employer–worker)

Critical Analysis
Positives of Labour Codes

Simplification of 29 laws into 4 codes improves ease
of doing business
Encourages formalization and investment climate
Introduces provisions for gig and platform workers
under Social Security Code
Digitization (Shram Suvidha portal) increases
transparency

Concerns / Challenges
Dilution of worker protection due to higher
thresholds for layoffs
Exclusion of small enterprises from safety
regulations
Weak enforcement due to reduced inspections and
self-certification
Wage stagnation amid inflation affecting real
incomes
Contract labour exploitation and lack of
accountability
Restrictions on strikes weaken collective bargaining
power
Non-functioning of Indian Labour Conference
weakens tripartite dialogue

Stakeholder Perspectives
Government: reform necessary for growth and
employment generation
Industry: flexibility improves competitiveness
Trade Unions: erosion of rights and protections
Workers: insecurity in wages and safety

Way Forward
Ensure living wage benchmarks linked to inflation
and cost of living
Strengthen labour inspection mechanisms with
accountability
Reinstate tripartite consultations via Indian Labour
Conference
Expand coverage of safety laws to small enterprises
Improve data transparency on industrial accidents
Promote formalization with safeguards, not
deregulation
Ensure strict liability and penalties for industrial
negligence
Enhance social security coverage for informal and
contract workers
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India concluded a Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
with New Zealand in December 2025.
Negotiations were completed in a short span
(March–December 2025), reflecting India’s
shift towards faster and proactive trade
diplomacy.
The agreement is aligned with the “Viksit
Bharat” vision, emphasizing global integration
with strategic autonomy amid rising global
protectionism.

Key Points
Rapid negotiation success:

One of India’s fastest-concluded FTAs,
indicating improved institutional capacity
and strategic intent.

Services and mobility provisions:
5,000 annual visas for skilled Indian
professionals (IT, healthcare, engineering).
1,000 work-and-holiday visas for youth.
Mutual recognition of AYUSH systems and
Māori traditional medicine (first such
bilateral arrangement).

Investment commitments:
Around $20 billion investment over 15
years.
Key sectors: agri-tech, renewable energy,
education, healthcare.
Supports domestic manufacturing and
value addition (Make in India).

Protection of sensitive sectors:
Dairy (milk, cheese, yogurt) excluded from
tariff concessions.
Gradual access for select dairy inputs.
Tariff Rate Quotas (TRQs) with safeguards
like minimum import price and seasonal
restrictions.

Static Linkages
FTAs aim to reduce tariffs and non-tariff barriers
under WTO framework.
Tariff Rate Quota: Lower tariff within quota,
higher tariff beyond quota.
Mode 4 under GATS: Movement of natural
persons for services.
GI protection under Geographical Indications of
Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999.
Export-led growth and global value chains
highlighted in Economic Survey.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Diversifies India’s export markets beyond
traditional partners.
Boosts services exports through labour mobility
provisions.
Protects sensitive sectors like dairy while
allowing selective liberalisation.
Encourages foreign investment and technology
transfer.
Enhances India’s strategic footprint in the Indo-
Pacific region.

Concerns
Risk of widening trade deficit if imports increase
faster than exports.
Domestic sectors like horticulture may face
competition.
Regulatory and standards compliance challenges.
Implementation issues in mutual recognition
frameworks.

Way Forward
Strengthen domestic competitiveness (MSMEs,
agriculture).
Improve logistics, quality standards, and export
infrastructure.
Ensure effective use of safeguard measures.
Expand FTA network with other key regions (EU,
Indo-Pacific).
Build institutional capacity for trade negotiations
and compliance.

Geographical Indications (GI):
Enhanced legal protection for Indian
GI products such as Darjeeling tea
and Basmati rice.

Strategic importance:
Strengthens India’s presence in
Oceania and Pacific Island
Countries.
Positions New Zealand as a gateway
for trade expansion.
Demonstrates India’s ability to align
with Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development-level
standards.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The UAE has withdrawn from OPEC and OPEC+,
ending its long-standing membership since
1967.
UAE was the 4th-largest producer (~3.12 mbd)
and 3rd-largest exporter (~2.88 mbd) within
OPEC in 2025.
The move reflects dissatisfaction with
production quotas, largely influenced by Saudi
Arabia.
Occurs amid major geopolitical disruption: de
facto closure of the Strait of Hormuz following
U.S.-Israel attacks on Iran.
Oil markets remained stable initially, indicating
greater concern over supply disruptions than
cartel dynamics.

Key Points
Strategic Autonomy: UAE seeks freedom to
increase production beyond OPEC-imposed
limits.
Spare Capacity Advantage: Potential to
increase output by ~1 million barrels/day once
logistical constraints ease.
Geopolitical Drivers:

Frustration over lack of unified OPEC
response to Iranian attacks.
Divergences with Saudi Arabia on regional
conflicts (Yemen, Sudan).

Energy Market Trends:
OPEC’s share in global crude fell to ~36.7% (2025).
The U.S. is the largest oil producer (~13.6 mbd),
reducing cartel influence.

Hormuz Crisis Impact:
Handles ~20% of global oil trade (as per EIA
estimates).
Closure shifts pricing power temporarily to non-
OPEC producers.

Economic Strategy of UAE:
Revenue aimed at diversification (AI, infrastructure,
non-oil sectors).

Static Linkages
Cartel: A group of producers coordinating
output/prices to maximise profits.
Demand-supply dynamics determine price in imperfect
markets.
Strategic choke points: Strait of Hormuz, Malacca
Strait, Suez Canal.
India imports ~85% of its crude oil needs (Economic
Survey).
Energy security pillars: availability, affordability,
accessibility, sustainability.
Diversification of energy mix: renewables, strategic
petroleum reserves (SPR).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Weakening of cartel control may enhance market
competition.
UAE’s higher output potential could increase global
supply in the long run.
Reflects evolving multipolar energy order (rise of U.S.
and non-OPEC producers).

Negatives / Challenges
Reduced coordination may increase oil price volatility.
Strait of Hormuz disruption poses immediate supply
risks.
Geopolitical tensions (Iran–Gulf–U.S.) threaten global
energy stability.
Divergence within OPEC weakens its price-stabilisation
role.

Implications for India
Risk of higher import bills and inflation.
Increased vulnerability to external supply shocks.
Necessitates diversification of energy sources and
suppliers.

Way Forward
Strengthen energy diplomacy with Gulf countries and
other suppliers.
Diversify import basket (Russia, Africa, Americas).
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR).
Accelerate renewable energy transition (solar, wind,
green hydrogen).
Promote energy efficiency and demand management.
Support stable geopolitical engagement in West Asia.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Intense forest fires reported in the Nilgiris
district of Tamil Nadu and adjoining forest
divisions (Mudumalai, Coimbatore, Erode)
during the 2026 fire season (February–May).
Severely affected areas include Parsons Valley,
Pykara, Singara, Masinagudi and Wenlock
Downs.
Fires escalated to a crisis level, necessitating
aerial firefighting support from the Indian Air
Force.
High temperatures, low humidity and strong
winds in April created highly conducive
conditions.
Instances of inter-state miscoordination
(spillover from controlled burning in Kerala)
were reported.

Key Points
Seasonal Pattern: Forest fires are a recurring
phenomenon in peninsular India during dry
months (Feb–May).
Major Causes:

Anthropogenic: grazing fires, biomass
collection, discarded cigarettes, deliberate
ignition.
Natural: high temperature, dry vegetation,
wind spread.

Aggravating Factors:
Invasive species such as Lantana camara increase
fuel load.
Accumulated dry biomass leads to longer and
hotter fires.
Difficult terrain limits rapid response.

Climate Link:
Climate variability is increasing baseline fire risk
(IPCC observations).

Institutional Measures:
Firelines, control rooms, awareness drives by Forest
Department.
National Action Plan on Forest Fires (NAPFF), 2018.

Data:
Around 36% of India’s forest cover is prone to
frequent fires (Forest Survey of India).

Static Linkages
Western Ghats: Biodiversity hotspot and UNESCO
World Heritage Site.
Forest Ecology: Role of fire in ecosystems vs
destructive impacts.
Constitutional Provisions:

Article 48A – Protection of environment
Article 51A(g) – Fundamental duty

Legislations:
Indian Forest Act, 1927
Forest Conservation Act, 1980

Disaster Management: NDMA guidelines on forest fires

Critical Analysis
Strengths:

Pre-emptive measures like firelines and monitoring
systems.
Use of advanced response (IAF aerial support).
Local communities act as first responders.

Weaknesses:
Majority fires are anthropogenic in origin.
Invasive species management remains inadequate.
Inter-state coordination gaps.
Limited infrastructure in hilly terrain delays
response.

Key Challenges:
Balancing livelihood practices with conservation.
Predicting fires under changing climate variability.
Scaling up early warning and rapid response
systems.

Way Forward
Strengthen early warning using satellite-based
monitoring (FSI, ISRO).
Promote community-based fire management with
livelihood alternatives.
Large-scale removal/control of invasive species.
Institutionalize inter-state coordination mechanisms.
Deploy advanced technologies (AI, drones, real-time
alerts).
Integrate forest fire management into State Disaster
Management Plans.
Adopt climate-resilient forest management strategies.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The India Meteorological Department has
forecast a likely below-normal Southwest
Monsoon (2026).
A major driver identified is the evolving El
Niño–Southern Oscillation, expected to impact
rainfall particularly in the second half of the
monsoon season.
While mitigating factors such as the Indian
Ocean Dipole and lower Eurasian snow cover
exist, their influence is limited and delayed.
The forecast signals rising water stress, uneven
rainfall distribution, and climate variability,
reinforcing concerns over India’s water
security.

Key Points
ENSO Impact:

El Niño phase typically leads to weakened
monsoon rainfall in India.
Increasing frequency and intensity of ENSO
events observed in recent decades.

Rainfall Pattern Changes:
Shift from steady rainfall to short, intense
bursts (cloudbursts/deluges).
Increasing spatial and temporal variability
of precipitation.

Water Stress Indicators:
India reuses only ~3% of treated
wastewater, compared to ~40% in
countries like Singapore.
Rapid runoff reduces groundwater
recharge and causes soil erosion.

Climate Interactions:
IOD may partially offset ENSO but mainly in
later monsoon phase.
Eurasian snow cover shows inverse relation
with monsoon strength.

Policy Concern:

Weak water governance, poor pricing
mechanisms, and declining traditional water
systems (tanks, reservoirs).

Static Linkages
Monsoon mechanism: differential heating of land
and sea; role of ITCZ
Walker circulation and trade winds in Pacific
Ocean
Types of rainfall: convectional, orographic,
cyclonic
Groundwater recharge and watershed
management
Traditional water conservation systems:
stepwells, tanks, johads
Climate change and hydrological cycle
intensification
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG 6 – Clean
Water and Sanitation)

Critical Analysis
Positives / Opportunities

Early forecast enables proactive drought
mitigation planning
Encourages policy push for water reuse and
efficiency
Highlights urgency of climate-resilient agriculture

Concerns / Challenges
Agricultural distress due to rainfall deficiency
Increased urban water scarcity and tanker
dependence
Poor institutional capacity in water governance
Climate variability causing unpredictable crop
cycles

Stakeholder Perspectives
Farmers: vulnerable to crop failure and income
shocks
Urban households: rising water costs and supply
insecurity
Government: fiscal stress due to relief measures
Industry: water-intensive sectors face production
risks

Way Forward
Expand micro-irrigation (drip, sprinkler) and crop
diversification
Implement circular water economy (reuse,
recycling targets)
Revive traditional water bodies and watershed
systems
Strengthen IMD forecasting + local dissemination
systems
Introduce rational water pricing with improved
service delivery
Promote climate-resilient agriculture (millets,
drought-resistant crops)
Enhance inter-state water governance
frameworks
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Early onset of extreme heat in April indicates a
shift in India’s heatwave pattern.
India Meteorological Department reported
heatwave conditions across multiple states.
The Union government issued a national heat
advisory focusing on labour protection and
health preparedness.
Rising frequency and intensity of heatwaves
linked to climate change trends.

Key Points
Government Advisory Measures:

Rescheduling of working hours for outdoor
workers.
Mandatory rest intervals and cooling
provisions.
Hospitals directed to set up heatstroke
units and ensure ORS availability.

Heat Action Plans (HAPs):
Prepared by most states covering health,
power, water, and agriculture sectors.
Implementation gaps due to weak funding
and coordination.

Disaster Management Issues:
Heatwaves not classified as a national
disaster.
States can use SDRF funds if declared
state-specific disasters.
Sixteenth Finance Commission
recommended national-level inclusion.

Vulnerability:
Over 50% of districts vulnerable (as per
Centre for Energy, Environment and
Water).
Urban Heat Island effect increases heat
stress in cities.

Static Linkages
Article 21 – Right to Life (includes health and
environmental safety).
Article 47 – State’s duty to improve public
health.
Disaster Management Act, 2005 – Disaster
classification and response.
Urban Heat Island Effect – NCERT Geography
(Climatology).
Climate Change – IPCC reports on extreme
events.
Labour Welfare – Occupational safety
provisions.
SDGs – SDG 3, SDG 11, SDG 13.

Critical Analysis
Strengths:

Recognition of heatwaves as a major public
health issue.
Multi-sectoral approach through Heat
Action Plans.

Weaknesses:
Non-binding advisories limit effectiveness.
Lack of national disaster status restricts
funding.
Poor urban planning aggravates heat
stress.

Challenges:
Informal labour sector exposure.
Weak institutional capacity at local levels.
Limited climate-resilient infrastructure.

Way Forward
Notify heatwaves as a national disaster.
Provide statutory backing and funding to Heat
Action Plans.
Integrate climate adaptation in urban planning
(cool roofs, green cover).
Strengthen early warning systems and public
awareness.
Ensure labour protection under extreme
weather conditions.
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