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UAE announces exit from
OPEC group weakening
cartel’s bargaining power

Assaciated Press
DUBAI
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries will lose a key member as United
Arab Emirates exits effective May 1.

e UAE is the third-largest producer in OPEC and
among few members with significant spare
production capacity.

e The decision follows disagreements over
production quotas and evolving geopolitical
tensions, particularly with Saudi Arabia.

e Exit also includes withdrawal from OPEC+
(Russia-led extended grouping).

e Occurs amid global oil disruptions due to
tensions involving Iran and closure of the
Strait of Hormuz.
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Key Points
e OPEC accounts for ~40% of global oil
production (Economic Survey data).
e UAE production:
o Current: ~3.4 million barrels/day
o Capacity: ~5 million barrels/day
e UAE seeks to increase output beyond OPEC
quotas.
e Oil prices surged (Brent > $111/barrel) due to
geopolitical disruptions.

Rising competition:
o United States produces >13 million
barrels/day, weakening OPEC’s dominance.
OPEC cohesion weakening:
o Qatar exited in 2019.
UAE exit reduces OPEC’s spare capacity, limiting
its ability to stabilize prices.

Static Linkages

Cartel: A group of producers controlling supply to
influence prices.

Price elasticity of demand for crude oil is inelastic
in short run.

Strategic importance of Strait of Hormuz (*20%
global oil trade).

Energy security: Ensuring affordable, reliable, and
sustainable energy supply.

Balance of payments impact due to crude oil
imports (India imports ~85% crude).

Role of non-OPEC producers (e.g., USA shale oil) in
global supply dynamics.

Critical Analysis
Positives

UAE gains production autonomy and higher
revenues.

Reflects declining cartelization in global oil
markets.

Increased supply potential may stabilize prices
long-term.

Negatives

Weakens OPEC’s ability to manage price volatility.
May trigger competitive overproduction (“race to
pump”).

Increased geopolitical fragmentation in West Asia.
Greater uncertainty in global energy markets.

Stakeholder Perspectives

UAE: Economic diversification + maximize oil
revenues.

Saudi Arabia: Loss of influence within OPEC.
Oil-importing countries (e.g., India): Mixed impact
—price volatility risk.

USA: Gains strategic advantage as top producer.

Way Forward

Strengthen global energy cooperation frameworks
beyond OPEC.

Diversification toward renewable energy (aligned
with IEA, NITI Aayog outlook).

Strategic petroleum reserves expansion (India
initiative).

Promote stable supply chains through diplomatic
engagement in West Asia.

Encourage market-based pricing mechanisms over
cartel control.



Industrial output growth
hits 5-month low of 4.1%

Slowdown in construction and consumer-centric sectors pull down Industrial Production growthin
the first month of data since the war began in West Asia, with construction growth almaost habving
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

India’s Index of Industrial Production (lIP)
growth slowed to 4.1% in March 2026, the
lowest in five months.

The slowdown coincides with the West Asia
crisis (Feb 2026), affecting energy prices and
supply chains.

Data released by the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation shows that the
deceleration had already begun in January
2026.

The eight core industries (*40% weight in 1IP)
contracted by 0.4% in March.

Overall IIP growth for FY 2025-26 stood at
4.1%, only marginally higher than the previous
year.

Key Highlights

Manufacturing: Slowed to 4.3% - impacted by
higher energy input costs.

Infrastructure & Construction: Moderated to
6.7%, but still indicates resilience.

Capital Goods: Increased sharply to 14.6% -
strong investment activity.

Consumer Non-Durables: Weak growth at 1.1%
- subdued consumption demand.

Inference:

e External shocks (energy crisis) are beginning to

Investment demand remains strong, but
consumption demand is weak.

impact industrial output.

Static Concepts

[IP is a short-term indicator of industrial
growth.
Base year: 2011-12.

e Published monthly by NSO under MoSPI.
e Sectoral composition:

o Manufacturing (~77.6%)

o Mining (~14.4%)

o Electricity (~8%)

e Eight Core Industries: Coal, Crude Oil, Natural
Gas, Refinery Products, Fertilisers, Steel,
Cement, Electricity.

e PMI (Purchasing Managers’ Index):

o 50 - Expansion
o <50 - Contraction

Critical Analysis
Positives:
e Strong capital goods growth indicates revival
in investment cycle.
e Infrastructure sector continues to support
growth.
* |IP remains positive despite core sector
contraction - resilience.
Concerns:
e Weak consumer demand signhals slowdown in
broad-based growth.
* Rising energy costs impacting manufacturing
competitiveness.
e Dependence on external energy sources
exposes vulnerability.
» Lag effect of geopolitical crisis may worsen
future data.

Way Forward

e Reduce dependence on imported fossil fuels;
promote renewables.

e Strengthen domestic demand through
targeted policy measures.

e Enhance manufacturing efficiency under Make
in India & PLI schemes.

e Improve logistics and supply chain resilience.

e Maintain macroeconomic stability (inflation—
growth balance).



Rajnath Singh calls for unified SCO
approach to eliminate terrorism
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
¢ Rajnath Singh addressed the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Defence
Ministers’ meeting in Bishkek.

* He emphasized that terrorism is the gravest
threat to global peace and emerging world
order.

* Reiterated India’s policy of “zero tolerance”
against terrorism.

* Highlighted the need for collective global
action against terrorism, extremism, and
radicalism.

e Reference made to Pahalgam terror attack and
India’s response via Operation Sindoor.

* Mentioned SCO’s commitment via Tianjin
Declaration.

Key Points
e Terrorism has no nationality or religion; cannot
be justified under any circumstances.
e Called for uniform global standards—no
selective or “double standard” approach.
e Strong criticism of state-sponsored cross-
border terrorism and safe havens.
e Emphasis on tackling SCQO’s “three evils”:
o Terrorism
o Separatism
o Extremism
e Highlighted role of SCO Regional Anti-Terrorist
Structure (RATS).
* Noted global trends:
o Rising unilateralism
o Weakening multilateral cooperation
o Fragmented global order
e Advocated for an “orderly world” based on
cooperation, not conflict.
e Reaffirmed India’s philosophy of “Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam” (world is one family).

Static Linkages
¢ UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy (2006)
e Definition issues: Absence of universally
accepted definition of terrorism
¢ |India’s legal framework:
o Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA),
1967
o National Investigation Agency (NIA) Act,
2008
e FATF (Financial Action Task Force) — Anti-
money laundering & terror financing
* Principles of sovereignty and non-interference
in international relations
* Role of multilateral organizations in
maintaining peace and security
e Cross-border terrorism as a challenge to
territorial integrity
e Ethical principle: Ends do not justify means
(violence against innocents unjustifiable)

Critical Analysis
Advantages
e Strengthens India’s global anti-terror stance.
e Promotes multilateral cooperation in Eurasia.
e Addresses double standards in global
terrorism discourse.
Challenges
¢ No common definition of terrorism globally.
e SCO members have conflicting geopolitical
interests.
* Weak enforcement mechanisms in SCO.
¢ Risk of politicisation of terrorism issues.

Way Forward

e Push for early adoption of CCIT at UN.

e Strengthen intelligence sharing (SCO RATS).

e Ensure global accountability for terror
financing (FATF).

* Promote counter-radicalisation strategies.

e Balance security with human rights
protections.



A recusal test the Delhi High Court failed
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e Justice Swarana Kanta Sharma declined to
recuse from hearing the Delhi excise policy
case involving Arvind Kejriwal.

e Case: CBI vs Kuldeep Singh & Ors. (April 2026),
where the Central Bureau of Investigation
challenged discharge of accused.

e Grounds cited for recusal:

o Prior judicial observations in the same
matter

o Alleged ideological association

o Professional links of judge’s family with
government

o Public remarks by Amit Shah

* The plea was rejected - raises concerns on
judicial impartiality and standards of recusal.

Key Points
e Judicial recusal:
o Not codified in India; governed by judicial
ethics and precedents
o Aims to ensure fair trial and public
confidence
e Core principle:
o “Justice must not only be done but must
also be seen to be done”
e Established jurisprudence:
o Ranjit Thakur vs Union of India (1987) -
perspective of a reasonable litigant
o P.K. Ghosh vs J.G. Rajput (1995) - recusal
preserves public confidence
o State of Punjab vs Davinder Pal Singh
Bhullar (2011) » appearance of bias
sufficient

o Supreme Court Advocates-on-Record
Association vs Union of India (2015) -»
reasonable apprehension test

Ethical standards:

o Bangalore Principles of Judicial Conduct -»

impartiality, integrity, propriety
Core concern:

o Judge deciding her own recusal plea -»
potential violation of natural justice
principles

Static Linkages

Nemo judex in causa sua

Principles of natural justice

Article 14 - fairness and equality before law
Judicial independence - Basic Structure
doctrine

Reasonable apprehension of bias vs actual bias
Public confidence in judicial process

Critical Analysis
Positives

Prevents misuse of recusal as a litigation
strategy (forum shopping)

Protects judicial independence from external
pressure

Concerns

Departure from “reasonable apprehension of
bias” standard

Self-adjudication of recusal undermines
fairness

Risk to institutional credibility and public trust
Blurring of ethical standards and legal
thresholds

Key Issue

Substitution of appearance of bias with
requirement of proof of actual bias, which
contradicts established jurisprudence

Way Forward

Frame clear guidelines or codified principles
on recusal

Recusal applications to be decided by an
independent bench

Mandatory disclosure of potential conflicts of
interest

Strengthen adherence to Bangalore Principles
Enhance transparency in judicial functioning
Capacity building on judicial ethics



The RTE Act and the idea of social inclusion

n its January 2026 judgment, the Supreme

Court of India reaffirmed the purpose of

Section 12(1)c) of the Right to Education
(RTED Act, 2003, the landmark provision that
reserves 25% of sexts in private schools for
students from economically weaker sections and
socally disadvantaged groups. In words that are
deeply symbolic, the Court observed thar this
provision makes it possible for “the child of a
eilti-milBonaire of even of a Judge of the
Supneme Court of India to st in the same
clagsroom and at the same bench as the child of
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This acntlmunto!ml integration often
comes alive in theusands of storkes across the
country, Take Karthik, a footwear vendor, and his
wiie, Sunita, for example. They always dreamed
of providing their children with quality edwcation
despite their modest income. This became
possible when their younger son joined a reputed
private school through this provision. The bay
thrived in the new emdironment, excelling in
academics and his Gvourite sport, kabaddi,
Teachers nurtured his growth, while classmates
became close friends. For Karthik and Sunita, the
RTE Act did not just change their son's future; it
altered their family’s lifi trajectory, with the
potertial o ift them out of poverty, Stores such
a8 Prem's are aften told as narmtives of acoess —
af doars opened and opportunities undocked. But
at stake i not simply where a child studies, but

whether the crcumstances of their birth contimse

to determine the boundaries of their sodal world.

A constitutional strategy
Despite its intent, Section 1M} is frequently
mischaracterised as a tool o promote private

Consultant,
Right 1 Ecucation
(ATE], Indus Action

The Supreme
Court of India's
Judgment
sirengthens the
vision of a
soctally
inegrated
education
system

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e January 2026: Supreme Court of India
reaffirmed the constitutional importance of

Section 12(1)(c) of the Right to Education Act,

2009.

e The provision mandates 25% reservation in
private unaided schools for children from

schmlh'l;ortoa]bwﬂmmmmmls
l duty to public ed cLllﬂs

transparent, bow-discretion processing.
For children from disadvaniaged backgrounds,
these

falling government school
rising private school admissions.

This reading s misplaced. Firss, Section 12{1)ch
does not dilute the stave’s duty 1o invest in public
schools, b recogries that the right 1o free and
compulsory elementary education, and the
-:walnan nFi‘haned learning spaces, musl he

within a seh i

offer more than just academics,
They provide access w sockal capiial, previously
unexplored aspirations, peer nemwks :md
Institutional cultures. These

into higher self-belief, enhanced anwlm ukim
broader worldview.

Nedatne chall

Wwalrs:hw'lsm not incidental adurs'bm

‘l‘hm‘u na derying the challenges that persist in
the i af Section 12(I)c). Some

matuizal participants in fulfilling a cor
mandate. The RTE Act does il create i peno-Sim
contest between public and private institutions; it
seeks to foster imtegrated educational spaces.
Second, the shift towards private schooling
RTE Act, The of
[Exucation (ASER) Report of 2006 documens
significant movement into private schools “at the
expense of government school enrolment™,
Declining admissions in government schools are
rooted in decper concems around infrastrecture,
teacher presence, and perceived quality - not in
Section L2{IHc) izseli.

Evidence from the
Sinee #3 rollout, over fve mllundnldm: have
walked rhmugh the doors of

private sehoals comimse to resis full inclusion,
while families often bear hidden costs for
uniforms, books and materials, Implementation
remains uneven across Siates, with persistent
APS in fransparency, grievance redress, and
last-mile outreach and disbursements.

These challenges do not change the fact that
Section 12(IHec) was nat meant o rely solely on
moral persuasion — it requires clear, enforceable
rules to succeed. Encouragingly, recent
experience demonstrates that these gaps are
neither inevitable nor insurmountable.
Saate-driven digital admission systenis and
Improved monitoring mechanksms — partoularly
in Rajastlan, Gujarat, and Delhi — have

iy out of reach, with it
m.—.,gin,; cver S0%6. In cities such as Delli and
Ahmedabad, blended clasrooms are no longer
exceptions; they are the nosm. Research (such as

hil
The Cum‘li reaffirmation of Section 1201H¢)

ki clear that it i nefther a retreat from public

exducation nor an wd-uwnldpﬂwh B

that by P, Gautarm, 2009) indi mixed
classrooms lead 1o increased generosity, reduoed
diserimination, and stronger pro-social

e
States must ensure hmthmmm
nEmave h-‘kkr-mh m‘\lﬂrsrhwk.

without any pact an
academic outcomes or dassroom discpline, At
scabe, implementation has also stabilised:
reimbursements under Section L3{1)(c) are
wentrally streamlined, and State-kevel onling

<
! ensure

Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) and
disadvantaged groups.

* The Court emphasized that the provision is a
constitutional tool for achieving equality of
status through shared educational spaces.

Key Points

e Applies to entry-level classes (Class | or pre-
school stage).

e Covers:

o Economically Weaker Sections (EWS)
o Socially disadvantaged groups

e State reimburses private schools based on
per-child expenditure in government schools.

* Implementation outcomes:
o Over 5 million children benefited
o Retention rate above 90%

* Key impacts:

o Promotes inclusive and equitable

education
o Encourages social integration across class

barriers

o Enhances aspirations, confidence, and

social mobility

e Administrative improvements:
o Digital admission systems (e.g., Delhi,
Rajasthan)
o Online MIS for transparency

inchusion nurmswﬂn‘lﬂpﬂllly is experienced.
The real test is whether we can operationalise the
constitutional promise of social integration with
the sericusness needed to match the ambition we
hold far our chikdren.

_Static Linkages

Article 21A - Right to free and
compulsory education

Article 14 - Equality before law
Article 15(3) & 15(4) — Affirmative
action provisions

Preamble - Equality of status and
opportunity

Directive Principles — Social justice
and welfare state

Concept of substantive equality
Education as an instrument of social
change

Critical Analysis
Positives

Ensures access to quality private
education for disadvantaged
children

Promotes social inclusion and
integration in classrooms

Builds social capital and peer
learning opportunities

Reflects constitutional vision of
equality and justice

Challenges

Delay in reimbursements to private
schools

Presence of hidden costs (uniforms,
books, transport)

Uneven implementation across
states

Resistance from some private
institutions

Possible social exclusion within
classrooms

Way Forward

Ensure timely reimbursement
mechanisms

Strict enforcement to eliminate
hidden costs

Strengthen monitoring and
grievance redress systems
Simultaneously improve quality of
government schools

Promote awareness and sensitization
for inclusive education

Use technology-driven systems for
transparency and efficiency



A false high
The SIRs impact must be factored in
before reading turnout figures

here is a temdency in India to reduce de-

macracy to the mere conduct of elec-

tions, and to confine political life to “pol-
itical society” - that subset of the population
actively engaged in setting policy and in mediat-
ing welfare delivery. This points to a democracy
that falls short of a deliberative or deeply partici-
pative model, even in socio-economically better-
off States such as Tamil Nadu (T.N.) and Kerala.
Yet, elections are not a one-off event, and turnout
remains a useful dipstick for the vibrancy of the
democratic exercise, particularly in India where
the poorer sections vote in large numbers. By
that measure, the headline figures from T.N. and
the first phase of the peoll in West Bengal appear
daunting and unprecedented. According to pro-
visional Election Commission of India (ECI) data,
93.2% of vorers turned out in the first phase in
West Bengal and 85.1% in T.N. These record num-
bers must be read against the backdrop of the
ECI's Special Intensive Revision (SIR), which led
0 massive net voter deletions. In T.N., the rolls
shrank by 10.5% from the pre-SIR figure, while in
West Bengal nearly 13% of the electorate was de-
leted, with the eligibility of lakhs of voters still be-
ing heard by tribunals. If this is factored in, the
percentage turnout begins to look inflated by a
reduced denominator (total electorate) rather
than by genuinely expanded participation (the
numerator). The absolute increase in turnout in
TN, — about 27 lakh votes on provisional figures
—was in fact among the lowest in recent electoral
cycles, suggesting that wrongful deletions may
have suppressed real participation even if the SIR
did clear the electoral rolls of those who had died
or moved out. The effect was sharpest in cities
such as Chennai, where several constituencies re-
corded turnout above 80%, a jump of over 20
percentage points, even though the absolute
number of voters — around 24 lakh - remained
virually unchanged from the 2021 elections.

Itis also difficult to read too much into turnout
in either State. High turnout has long been a fea-
wre of politically eharged West Bengal, and T.N.
has also been no slouch in recent electoral cycles
compared to the rest of India. Also, political
scientists have found linle correlation berween
wrnout levels and pro- or anti-incumbency out-
comes. Once published, turnout percentages
tend to acquire a life of their own and are cited as
proof of democratic enthusiasm or the strength
of a mandate, or, in T.N.'s case, the impact of a
new palitical player such as actor Vijay's Tamila-
ga Vettri Kazhagam. But a percentage is only as
meaningful as the denominator it rests on, and in
these two States, the denominator itself has been
substantially altered. Turnout figures must there-
fore be read alongside how the electorate was de-
termined before any conclusions about the man-
date are drawn from the actual results.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e Recent elections in Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal recorded exceptionally high voter
turnout:
o Tamil Nadu: ~85.1%
o West Bengal (Phase 1): ~93.2% (provisional)
e Data released by the Election Commission of
India.
e The elections followed a Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.
* SIR led to substantial deletion of voters:
o Tamil Nadu: ~10.5% reduction
o West Bengal: ~13% reduction
e Concerns raised that high turnout percentages
may be inflated due to a reduced voter base,
not necessarily increased participation.

Key Points
e Turnout Interpretation
o Turnout = Votes cast + Total electorate
o Reduction in electorate - higher turnout %
without real increase in voters
e Absolute vs Percentage Turnout
o Tamil Nadu saw only ~27 lakh increase in
votes, one of the lowest in recent cycles

o Indicates possible suppression or exclusion of
genuine voters
Electoral Roll Revision (SIR)
o Objective: Remove duplicate, deceased, shifted
voters
o Issue: Risk of wrongful deletions, especially among
vulnerable groups
Urban Trends
o Cities like Chennai recorded sharp increases in
turnout %
o However, absolute number of voters remained
nearly unchanged
Turnout and Electoral Outcomes
o Empirical studies show no direct correlation
between turnout and:
= Electoral mandate
= Incumbency outcomes

Static Linkages

Article 324: Vests election management powers in ECI
Article 326: Provides for Universal Adult Suffrage
Representation of the People Act, 1950: Preparation of
electoral rolls

Representation of the People Act, 1951: Conduct of
elections

Free and fair elections are part of the Basic Structure
Doctrine

Electoral rolls must ensure inclusiveness and accuracy

Critical Analysis
Positives

High turnout indicates continued public faith in
elections

SIR helps maintain clean and updated electoral rolls
Strong participation of lower-income groups supports
inclusive democracy

Concerns

Inflated turnout figures due to reduced denominator
Risk of disenfranchisement of genuine voters

Lack of transparency and accountability in voter
deletions

Over-reliance on turnout as a measure of democratic
health

Limited focus on deliberative and participatory
democracy

Key Issue

Distinction between:

o Procedural democracy (elections, turnout)

o Substantive democracy (inclusion, participation,
deliberation)

Way Forward

Ensure transparent and verifiable electoral roll revision
Strengthen grievance redressal mechanisms for
deleted voters

Conduct independent audits of electoral rolls

Use technology cautiously (e.g., Aadhaar linkage with
safeguards)

Promote continuous democratic engagement beyond
elections

Focus on both participation rate and inclusiveness



Battle of wills

The US. should lift its blockade so that
Iran can open the Strait of Hormuz
he U.S. war on Iran has turned into a bat-
T tle of wills in the Strait of Hormuz and the
Gulf of Oman, marked by duelling naval
blockades and stalled diplomacy. Iran, which has
effectively restricted the free flow of traffic
through the Strait of Hormuz since the U.S. and
Israel attacks on February 28, has refused to ease
its control over the critical waterway. The U.S. in-
sists that its blockade of Iranian ports will stay in
place until a deal is reached. Last week, Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi travelled to Pa-
kistan, which mediated the first round of direct
talks on April 11, but Iran declined further direct
talks with Washington. The White House had ear-
lier said it would send special envoy Steve Witkoff
and Jared Kushner to Islamabad, but President
Donald Trump cancelled their trip after Mr.
Araghchi left the Pakistani capital. Mr. Trump has
repeatedly said that Iran wants a deal. Yet, Teh-
ran continues to refuse talks with the U.S,, citing
Israel's attacks on Lebanon and America’s block-
ade in the Gulf of Oman. On paper, a ceasefire is
in place in Lebanon, and Mr. Trump said earlier
this month that Israel was “prohibited” from at-
tacking the country, but Israeli air strikes have
continued. He has also indicated no urgency to
lift the blockade, betting that sustained economic
pressure will force Iran to change its position.
The only silver lining is that the Iran ceasefire,
announced on April 8, is still holding. Despite Mr.
Trump’s threats, he has held fire even after Iran
seized ships in the Persian Gulf. Tehran, too, des-
pite warning retaliation over a U.S. seizure of an
Iranian tanker, has not followed through. Both
sides have remained diplomatically engaged
through Pakistan. The alternative to diplomacy is
disaster. The U.S. and Israel bombed Iran for 40
days but failed to secure a favourable strategic
outcome, and the global economic fallout of this
illegal war is now being felt. For diplomacy to
succeed, Mr. Trump and the Iranian leadership
should adopt a phased approach. Rather than
acting as if the war has not changed the region’s
strategic realities, the U.S. should offer tangible
concessions to Iran in refurn for compromises on
core issues. Iran has demonstrated a measure of
deterrence by asserting control over the Strait of
Hormuz. But if it continues to disrupt commer-
cial traffic, further damaging the global economy,
it risks squandering the goodwill it enjoys as the
underdog. A practical first step would be recipro-
cal de-escalation: the U.S. lifting its blockade and
Iran reopening the Strait to commercial shipping.
This would also reinforce the fragile ceasefire and
build confidence, paving the way for the next
round of direct talks on outstanding issues, in-
cluding the nuclear programme.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e Escalation of tensions between the U.S. and
Iran has led to a naval standoff in the Strait of
Hormuz.

* [ran has restricted commercial shipping
following U.S.-Israel strikes (Feb 28).

e The U.S. has imposed a blockade on Iranian
ports, linking its removal to a broader
diplomatic deal.

* Afragile ceasefire (April 8) continues despite
intermittent hostilities.

* Indirect diplomacy via Pakistan has not yet
produced results.

e Thecrisis has triggered global concerns over
energy supply disruptions and trade
instability.

Key Points
e The Strait of Hormuz accounts for ~20% of
global petroleum trade (IEA).
e [tis acritical maritime chokepoint connecting
the Persian Gulf to global markets.
e [ranis using its geographical leverage for
strategic deterrence.

e The U.S. strategy relies on economic pressure
through blockade.

* The situation has led to volatility in global oil
prices.

e |Indiais particularly vulnerable due to ~85%
dependence on crude oil imports (Economic
Survey).

Static Linkages

e The Strait connects the Persian Gulf » Gulf of
Oman - Arabian Sea.

* |tis among the world’s most significant
strategic chokepoints.

e Transit passage is guaranteed under the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.

e Coastal states cannot arbitrarily restrict
navigation in international straits.

e Disruptions impact inflation, fiscal stability,
and balance of payments.

e Central to India’s energy security and West
Asia engagement.

Critical Analysis
Strategic Dimensions
e |ran’s control over the strait enhances its
deterrence capability.
e U.S. blockade reflects coercive diplomacy in
geopolitics.
Economic Impact
e Disruption leads to oil price shocks - inflation
- CAD pressure (India).
* Affects global supply chains and trade flows.
Legal Issues
* Raises concerns over freedom of navigation
under UNCLOS.
* Peacetime blockades remain legally
contentious.
Diplomatic Challenges
e Lack of mutual trust between U.S. and Iran.
e Continued Israeli involvement complicates
negotiations.
e Limited effectiveness of third-party mediation.

Way Forward

* Adopt phased reciprocal de-escalation
(blockade removal vs. reopening shipping
lanes).

e Strengthen multilateral diplomacy and neutral
mediation mechanisms.

* Ensure adherence to international maritime
law (UNCLOS).

e India should enhance energy diversification
and strategic petroleum reserves (SPR).

e Promote regional stability frameworks in West
Asia.



Ingreat-power games over
Hormuz, law yields to force
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e Escalating tensions between the U.S. and Iran
have led to competing control over maritime
movement in the Strait of Hormuz.

* Naval actions by both sides (interdictions,
restrictions) have disrupted commercial
shipping.

e The crisis challenges the established principle
of free transit through international straits.

* Global energy supply chains are increasingly
affected due to uncertainty and rising risks.

Key Points

e Strait of Hormuz accounts for nearly one-fifth
of global oil trade (IEA).

e Emergence of “dual coercion”: neither full
blockade nor free navigation.

e War-risk insurance premiums have increased
sharply, discouraging shipping.

e Disruptions extend beyond oil to LNG,
fertilisers, and petrochemicals.

e Undermines the principle of transit passage
under UNCLOS.

* India imports a majority of its crude oil from
West Asia, making it vulnerable.

Static Linkages
* Mare Liberum (freedom of seas) by Hugo
Grotius.
e Transit passage: non-suspendable right under
UNCLOS.

e Strategic importance of Sea Lanes of
Communication (SLOCs).

e Energy security and import dependence
(Economic Survey, India).

e Geopolitical importance of maritime
chokepoints (Hormuz, Malacca).

Critical Analysis

e Erosion of rule-based maritime order and
weakening of UNCLOS norms.

¢ Increased cost of trade - inflationary impact
on import-dependent economies like India.

e Heightened risk of military escalationin a
sensitive geopolitical region.

e Disproportionate impact on third-party states
not directly involved in the conflict.

e Demonstrates vulnerability of global trade to
chokepoint disruptions.

Way Forward

e Enhance India’s naval capability for securing
Sea Lanes of Communication.

¢ Diversify energy sources and strengthen
strategic petroleum reserves.

e Promote adherence to international maritime
law through diplomacy.

¢ Develop alternative connectivity routes (e.g.,
International North-South Transport Corridor).

e Build resilient supply chains to mitigate
external shocks.



Future of medicine:
Fromtreatment to balance

T Atime when non-communicable diseases domi-
nateghobal health conversations, thethyroid gland,
small yet metabalically powerful, is emerging s
barometerofhow modern life saltering hunanbi-
logy. At the 35th annual scientific meeting of the
American Association of Clinical Endocrinology in Las Vegas,
SHASHANK the Hossein Gharib Educational Lectureship offered an oppot-
Josun tuminy to reflect on Il ghanc witha e The lecture,
PR — hmmdlmunmdmmmhmy Gaiter and Onco-
genesis’, centred onone simple truthe: In thyroid physiology, more
isnot always better, Both deficiencies and excess can be harmiul.
The thyroid operates within a narrow biological window, and

‘wheniodine intake strays outside this mnge, discase follows.

‘The thyroid gland lives by balance. Too little iodine, and it
struggles — goiter, hypothyroldism, nodular disease, impaired
neurodevelopment. Too much, and it may rebel — autoimmun-
ity thyroteedcosis, thyroiditis, altered disease pattemns. Endocri-
nologists callthisa U-shaped curve. Life callz it wisdom. For dec-
ades, lodine defich h Iodised saltbecame one
of publichealth'sgreatest success stories, including in India, But
today, iodineexposureds nolonger limited to dieting. lodine also
comes from supplements, scaweed-based products, processed
[ood&iodam:edmnu‘as: antiseptics, and unregulated “health”
practices. Er | exposures, plasticslike bisphenol
Ato Emdcmﬁuﬂmcnﬂmtmdmmmclmmmk.mm
teracting with iodine biology inways that amplify fsk.

Thethy lksitedy sensiti hshifts. lineeds iod-
ine to make T3 and T4, hormones that influence metabolism,
growth, energy, and brain development. Yet wheniodine crosses
its biological threshold, the same nutrient can disturb the very
glandl:ummewumnourlm mh!dmbeconmuok)gy Even

T ng isthe growing evidence th may
mhammyrmdaulmmnnmuyﬂmtrmmmmmc “double
hit™ model, where iodine imbalance interacts with endocrine-
disrupting chemicals, which may interfere with thyrobd hormone
signalling, iodine uptake, and immune balance. There is also

growing evidence linking iodine excess to cardiovascular

«changes, metabolicdysfunction, and alterationsin the gut micro-

TheBhagavad  biome, thecomplexecosystemincreasingly recognised ascentral
Gita reminds to immmiune and endocrine health. This is where medicine must
‘become mone attentive. Behind every TSH, T3, and T4 valueisa

usthat person —what theyeat, whattheyinhale, what they apply, what
moderationin  theybellevels “natural,” and what their body Istrying tobalance,
food, sleep, The kessonisalsospirinial, Vedanta has long taught that har-
action, and mony, not accumulation, sustains life. The Bhagavad Gita re-

. mindsus that moderation infood, sleep. action, and thought leads
thoughtleads  (owell-being, The thyroid seems torepeat the same trut: Neither
towellbeing.  deprivation nor excess creates health. Endocrinology calls this
Theﬂl}'!ﬂid homeostasis. Indian wisdom calls it sameahva — equanimity, bal-
ance. Iniodine intake, as inhuman living, the path isnot “morne™

seemstorepeal e "oy =right”, The future of medicine must therefore move
the same truth: from precision treatment to precision balanoe — knowing what
Neither isenough, what istoo much, and what each individual truly
deprivalion nor needs. Health is notthe victory of excess. It is the art of alignment.

excess creates The writer isa consultantendocrinologist at Lilivati Hospital and
ht:alth Research Centre based in Mumbai, a Padma Shri awardee and'a

recipent of the Hossein Ghanb Educational Lectureshipat AACE 2026
KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

e Recent deliberations at the American
Association of Clinical Endocrinology
highlighted the impact of iodine imbalance on
thyroid disorders.

e Shift from earlier focus on iodine deficiency to
emerging risks of iodine excess due to modern
lifestyle sources.

e Emphasis on U-shaped relationship - both
deficiency and excess harmful.

Key Points
e Thyroid Basics
o Requires iodine to synthesize T3 and T4
hormones - regulate metabolism, growth,
brain development.
o Controlled by TSH (Thyroid Stimulating
Hormone) from pituitary.
* |odine Deficiency
o Causes: goitre, hypothyroidism, cretinism
(in children).
o Public health issue addressed via Universal
Salt lodisation (USI).
* |odine Excess
o Leads to: autoimmune thyroid diseases,
thyrotoxicosis, thyroiditis.

o Increasing due to:
= Supplements and fortified foods
= Seaweed-based diets
= |odinated contrast agents
e U-Shaped Curve
o Both low and high iodine intake - disease
risk.
o Optimalintake is essential » concept of
homeostasis.
e Emerging Dimensions
o Interaction with endocrine-disrupting
chemicals (EDCs) (e.g., BPA, fluoride).
°o |Impacton:
= |[mmune system
= Cardiovascular health
= Gut microbiome

Static Linkages

e Thyroid gland -» endocrine system (NCERT
Biology Class XI)

¢ Hormonal regulation and feedback mechanism

e Micronutrient deficiency diseases

¢ National lodine Deficiency Disorders Control
Programme (NIDDCP)

¢ Universal Salt lodisation (USI)

* Endocrine-disrupting chemicals and pollution

e Concept of homeostasis

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Success of iodisation programmes reduced
deficiency burden.
* Improved awareness of micronutrient
importance.
Negatives / Concerns
¢ Rising iodine excess due to unregulated intake.
e Lack of awareness about safe upper limits.
¢ Increasing exposure to EDCs complicating
thyroid disorders.
Challenges
* Monitoring population iodine levels.
e Regulating supplements and processed foods.
* Integrating environmental and health policies.

Way Forward

e Shift from deficiency control » optimal intake
approach.

e Strengthen monitoring under NIDDCP.

¢ Regulate supplements and fortified foods.

e Public awareness on safe iodine consumption.

e Control endocrine-disrupting chemicals.

e Promote personalised nutrition and preventive
healthcare.



	DAILY NEWSPAPER
	ANALYSIS
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Points
	Critical Analysis
	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Highlights
	Static Concepts
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Points

	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Positives
	Concerns
	Key Issue

	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Points
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Positives
	Challenges

	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Points
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Points
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Points

	Critical Analysis
	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Points
	Static Linkages
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Way Forward
	Context
	Key Points


