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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries will lose a key member as United
Arab Emirates exits effective May 1.
UAE is the third-largest producer in OPEC and
among few members with significant spare
production capacity.
The decision follows disagreements over
production quotas and evolving geopolitical
tensions, particularly with Saudi Arabia.
Exit also includes withdrawal from OPEC+
(Russia-led extended grouping).
Occurs amid global oil disruptions due to
tensions involving Iran and closure of the
Strait of Hormuz.

Key Points
OPEC accounts for ~40% of global oil
production (Economic Survey data).
UAE production:

Current: ~3.4 million barrels/day
Capacity: ~5 million barrels/day

UAE seeks to increase output beyond OPEC
quotas.
Oil prices surged (Brent > $111/barrel) due to
geopolitical disruptions.

Rising competition:
United States produces >13 million
barrels/day, weakening OPEC’s dominance.

OPEC cohesion weakening:
Qatar exited in 2019.

UAE exit reduces OPEC’s spare capacity, limiting
its ability to stabilize prices.

Static Linkages
Cartel: A group of producers controlling supply to
influence prices.
Price elasticity of demand for crude oil is inelastic
in short run.
Strategic importance of Strait of Hormuz (≈20%
global oil trade).
Energy security: Ensuring affordable, reliable, and
sustainable energy supply.
Balance of payments impact due to crude oil
imports (India imports ~85% crude).
Role of non-OPEC producers (e.g., USA shale oil) in
global supply dynamics.

Critical Analysis
Positives

UAE gains production autonomy and higher
revenues.
Reflects declining cartelization in global oil
markets.
Increased supply potential may stabilize prices
long-term.

Negatives
Weakens OPEC’s ability to manage price volatility.
May trigger competitive overproduction (“race to
pump”).
Increased geopolitical fragmentation in West Asia.
Greater uncertainty in global energy markets.

Stakeholder Perspectives
UAE: Economic diversification + maximize oil
revenues.
Saudi Arabia: Loss of influence within OPEC.
Oil-importing countries (e.g., India): Mixed impact
—price volatility risk.
USA: Gains strategic advantage as top producer.

Way Forward
Strengthen global energy cooperation frameworks
beyond OPEC.
Diversification toward renewable energy (aligned
with IEA, NITI Aayog outlook).
Strategic petroleum reserves expansion (India
initiative).
Promote stable supply chains through diplomatic
engagement in West Asia.
Encourage market-based pricing mechanisms over
cartel control.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India’s Index of Industrial Production (IIP)
growth slowed to 4.1% in March 2026, the
lowest in five months.
The slowdown coincides with the West Asia
crisis (Feb 2026), affecting energy prices and
supply chains.
Data released by the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation shows that the
deceleration had already begun in January
2026.
The eight core industries (≈40% weight in IIP)
contracted by 0.4% in March.
Overall IIP growth for FY 2025–26 stood at
4.1%, only marginally higher than the previous
year.

Key Highlights
Manufacturing: Slowed to 4.3% → impacted by
higher energy input costs.
Infrastructure & Construction: Moderated to
6.7%, but still indicates resilience.
Capital Goods: Increased sharply to 14.6% →
strong investment activity.
Consumer Non-Durables: Weak growth at 1.1%
→ subdued consumption demand.

Inference:
Investment demand remains strong, but
consumption demand is weak.
External shocks (energy crisis) are beginning to
impact industrial output.

Static Concepts
IIP is a short-term indicator of industrial
growth.
Base year: 2011–12.

Published monthly by NSO under MoSPI.
Sectoral composition:

Manufacturing (~77.6%)
Mining (~14.4%)
Electricity (~8%)

Eight Core Industries: Coal, Crude Oil, Natural
Gas, Refinery Products, Fertilisers, Steel,
Cement, Electricity.
PMI (Purchasing Managers’ Index):

50 → Expansion
<50 → Contraction

Critical Analysis
Positives:

Strong capital goods growth indicates revival
in investment cycle.
Infrastructure sector continues to support
growth.
IIP remains positive despite core sector
contraction → resilience.

Concerns:
Weak consumer demand signals slowdown in
broad-based growth.
Rising energy costs impacting manufacturing
competitiveness.
Dependence on external energy sources
exposes vulnerability.
Lag effect of geopolitical crisis may worsen
future data.

Way Forward
Reduce dependence on imported fossil fuels;
promote renewables.
Strengthen domestic demand through
targeted policy measures.
Enhance manufacturing efficiency under Make
in India & PLI schemes.
Improve logistics and supply chain resilience.
Maintain macroeconomic stability (inflation–
growth balance).
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Rajnath Singh addressed the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Defence
Ministers’ meeting in Bishkek.
He emphasized that terrorism is the gravest
threat to global peace and emerging world
order.
Reiterated India’s policy of “zero tolerance”
against terrorism.
Highlighted the need for collective global
action against terrorism, extremism, and
radicalism.
Reference made to Pahalgam terror attack and
India’s response via Operation Sindoor.
Mentioned SCO’s commitment via Tianjin
Declaration.

Key Points
Terrorism has no nationality or religion; cannot
be justified under any circumstances.
Called for uniform global standards—no
selective or “double standard” approach.
Strong criticism of state-sponsored cross-
border terrorism and safe havens.
Emphasis on tackling SCO’s “three evils”:

Terrorism
Separatism
Extremism

Highlighted role of SCO Regional Anti-Terrorist
Structure (RATS).
Noted global trends:

Rising unilateralism
Weakening multilateral cooperation
Fragmented global order

Advocated for an “orderly world” based on
cooperation, not conflict.
Reaffirmed India’s philosophy of “Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam” (world is one family).

Static Linkages 
UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy (2006)
Definition issues: Absence of universally
accepted definition of terrorism
India’s legal framework:

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA),
1967
National Investigation Agency (NIA) Act,
2008

FATF (Financial Action Task Force) – Anti-
money laundering & terror financing
Principles of sovereignty and non-interference
in international relations
Role of multilateral organizations in
maintaining peace and security
Cross-border terrorism as a challenge to
territorial integrity
Ethical principle: Ends do not justify means
(violence against innocents unjustifiable)

Critical Analysis 
Advantages

Strengthens India’s global anti-terror stance.
Promotes multilateral cooperation in Eurasia.
Addresses double standards in global
terrorism discourse.

Challenges
No common definition of terrorism globally.
SCO members have conflicting geopolitical
interests.
Weak enforcement mechanisms in SCO.
Risk of politicisation of terrorism issues.

Way Forward 
Push for early adoption of CCIT at UN.
Strengthen intelligence sharing (SCO RATS).
Ensure global accountability for terror
financing (FATF).
Promote counter-radicalisation strategies.
Balance security with human rights
protections.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Justice Swarana Kanta Sharma declined to
recuse from hearing the Delhi excise policy
case involving Arvind Kejriwal.
Case: CBI vs Kuldeep Singh & Ors. (April 2026),
where the Central Bureau of Investigation
challenged discharge of accused.
Grounds cited for recusal:

Prior judicial observations in the same
matter
Alleged ideological association
Professional links of judge’s family with
government
Public remarks by Amit Shah

The plea was rejected → raises concerns on
judicial impartiality and standards of recusal.

Key Points
Judicial recusal:

Not codified in India; governed by judicial
ethics and precedents
Aims to ensure fair trial and public
confidence

Core principle:
“Justice must not only be done but must
also be seen to be done”

Established jurisprudence:
Ranjit Thakur vs Union of India (1987) →
perspective of a reasonable litigant
P.K. Ghosh vs J.G. Rajput (1995) → recusal
preserves public confidence
State of Punjab vs Davinder Pal Singh
Bhullar (2011) → appearance of bias
sufficient

Supreme Court Advocates-on-Record
Association vs Union of India (2015) →
reasonable apprehension test

Ethical standards:
Bangalore Principles of Judicial Conduct →
impartiality, integrity, propriety

Core concern:
Judge deciding her own recusal plea →
potential violation of natural justice
principles

Static Linkages 
Nemo judex in causa sua
Principles of natural justice
Article 14 – fairness and equality before law
Judicial independence – Basic Structure
doctrine
Reasonable apprehension of bias vs actual bias
Public confidence in judicial process

Critical Analysis
Positives

Prevents misuse of recusal as a litigation
strategy (forum shopping)
Protects judicial independence from external
pressure

Concerns
Departure from “reasonable apprehension of
bias” standard
Self-adjudication of recusal undermines
fairness
Risk to institutional credibility and public trust
Blurring of ethical standards and legal
thresholds

Key Issue
Substitution of appearance of bias with
requirement of proof of actual bias, which
contradicts established jurisprudence

Way Forward
Frame clear guidelines or codified principles
on recusal
Recusal applications to be decided by an
independent bench
Mandatory disclosure of potential conflicts of
interest
Strengthen adherence to Bangalore Principles
Enhance transparency in judicial functioning
Capacity building on judicial ethics
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

January 2026: Supreme Court of India
reaffirmed the constitutional importance of
Section 12(1)(c) of the Right to Education Act,
2009.
The provision mandates 25% reservation in
private unaided schools for children from
Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) and
disadvantaged groups.
The Court emphasized that the provision is a
constitutional tool for achieving equality of
status through shared educational spaces.

Key Points
Applies to entry-level classes (Class I or pre-
school stage).
Covers:

Economically Weaker Sections (EWS)
Socially disadvantaged groups

State reimburses private schools based on
per-child expenditure in government schools.
Implementation outcomes:

Over 5 million children benefited
Retention rate above 90%

Key impacts:
Promotes inclusive and equitable
education
Encourages social integration across class
barriers
Enhances aspirations, confidence, and
social mobility

Administrative improvements:
Digital admission systems (e.g., Delhi,
Rajasthan)
Online MIS for transparency

Static Linkages 
Article 21A – Right to free and
compulsory education
Article 14 – Equality before law
Article 15(3) & 15(4) – Affirmative
action provisions
Preamble – Equality of status and
opportunity
Directive Principles – Social justice
and welfare state
Concept of substantive equality
Education as an instrument of social
change

Critical Analysis
Positives

Ensures access to quality private
education for disadvantaged
children
Promotes social inclusion and
integration in classrooms
Builds social capital and peer
learning opportunities
Reflects constitutional vision of
equality and justice

Challenges
Delay in reimbursements to private
schools
Presence of hidden costs (uniforms,
books, transport)
Uneven implementation across
states
Resistance from some private
institutions
Possible social exclusion within
classrooms

Way Forward
Ensure timely reimbursement
mechanisms
Strict enforcement to eliminate
hidden costs
Strengthen monitoring and
grievance redress systems
Simultaneously improve quality of
government schools
Promote awareness and sensitization
for inclusive education
Use technology-driven systems for
transparency and efficiency

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH



KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Recent elections in Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal recorded exceptionally high voter
turnout:

Tamil Nadu: ~85.1%
West Bengal (Phase 1): ~93.2% (provisional)

Data released by the Election Commission of
India.
The elections followed a Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.
SIR led to substantial deletion of voters:

Tamil Nadu: ~10.5% reduction
West Bengal: ~13% reduction

Concerns raised that high turnout percentages
may be inflated due to a reduced voter base,
not necessarily increased participation.

Key Points
Turnout Interpretation

Turnout = Votes cast ÷ Total electorate
Reduction in electorate → higher turnout %
without real increase in voters

Absolute vs Percentage Turnout
Tamil Nadu saw only ~27 lakh increase in
votes, one of the lowest in recent cycles

Indicates possible suppression or exclusion of
genuine voters

Electoral Roll Revision (SIR)
Objective: Remove duplicate, deceased, shifted
voters
Issue: Risk of wrongful deletions, especially among
vulnerable groups

Urban Trends
Cities like Chennai recorded sharp increases in
turnout %
However, absolute number of voters remained
nearly unchanged

Turnout and Electoral Outcomes
Empirical studies show no direct correlation
between turnout and:

Electoral mandate
Incumbency outcomes

Static Linkages
Article 324: Vests election management powers in ECI
Article 326: Provides for Universal Adult Suffrage
Representation of the People Act, 1950: Preparation of
electoral rolls
Representation of the People Act, 1951: Conduct of
elections
Free and fair elections are part of the Basic Structure
Doctrine
Electoral rolls must ensure inclusiveness and accuracy

Critical Analysis
Positives

High turnout indicates continued public faith in
elections
SIR helps maintain clean and updated electoral rolls
Strong participation of lower-income groups supports
inclusive democracy

Concerns
Inflated turnout figures due to reduced denominator
Risk of disenfranchisement of genuine voters
Lack of transparency and accountability in voter
deletions
Over-reliance on turnout as a measure of democratic
health
Limited focus on deliberative and participatory
democracy

Key Issue
Distinction between:

Procedural democracy (elections, turnout)
Substantive democracy (inclusion, participation,
deliberation)

Way Forward
Ensure transparent and verifiable electoral roll revision
Strengthen grievance redressal mechanisms for
deleted voters
Conduct independent audits of electoral rolls
Use technology cautiously (e.g., Aadhaar linkage with
safeguards)
Promote continuous democratic engagement beyond
elections
Focus on both participation rate and inclusiveness
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Escalation of tensions between the U.S. and
Iran has led to a naval standoff in the Strait of
Hormuz.
Iran has restricted commercial shipping
following U.S.–Israel strikes (Feb 28).
The U.S. has imposed a blockade on Iranian
ports, linking its removal to a broader
diplomatic deal.
A fragile ceasefire (April 8) continues despite
intermittent hostilities.
Indirect diplomacy via Pakistan has not yet
produced results.
The crisis has triggered global concerns over
energy supply disruptions and trade
instability.

Key Points
The Strait of Hormuz accounts for ~20% of
global petroleum trade (IEA).
It is a critical maritime chokepoint connecting
the Persian Gulf to global markets.
Iran is using its geographical leverage for
strategic deterrence.

The U.S. strategy relies on economic pressure
through blockade.
The situation has led to volatility in global oil
prices.
India is particularly vulnerable due to ~85%
dependence on crude oil imports (Economic
Survey).

Static Linkages
The Strait connects the Persian Gulf → Gulf of
Oman → Arabian Sea.
It is among the world’s most significant
strategic chokepoints.
Transit passage is guaranteed under the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.
Coastal states cannot arbitrarily restrict
navigation in international straits.
Disruptions impact inflation, fiscal stability,
and balance of payments.
Central to India’s energy security and West
Asia engagement.

Critical Analysis
Strategic Dimensions

Iran’s control over the strait enhances its
deterrence capability.
U.S. blockade reflects coercive diplomacy in
geopolitics.

Economic Impact
Disruption leads to oil price shocks → inflation
→ CAD pressure (India).
Affects global supply chains and trade flows.

Legal Issues
Raises concerns over freedom of navigation
under UNCLOS.
Peacetime blockades remain legally
contentious.

Diplomatic Challenges
Lack of mutual trust between U.S. and Iran.
Continued Israeli involvement complicates
negotiations.
Limited effectiveness of third-party mediation.

Way Forward
Adopt phased reciprocal de-escalation
(blockade removal vs. reopening shipping
lanes).
Strengthen multilateral diplomacy and neutral
mediation mechanisms.
Ensure adherence to international maritime
law (UNCLOS).
India should enhance energy diversification
and strategic petroleum reserves (SPR).
Promote regional stability frameworks in West
Asia.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Escalating tensions between the U.S. and Iran
have led to competing control over maritime
movement in the Strait of Hormuz.
Naval actions by both sides (interdictions,
restrictions) have disrupted commercial
shipping.
The crisis challenges the established principle
of free transit through international straits.
Global energy supply chains are increasingly
affected due to uncertainty and rising risks.

Key Points
Strait of Hormuz accounts for nearly one-fifth
of global oil trade (IEA).
Emergence of “dual coercion”: neither full
blockade nor free navigation.
War-risk insurance premiums have increased
sharply, discouraging shipping.
Disruptions extend beyond oil to LNG,
fertilisers, and petrochemicals.
Undermines the principle of transit passage
under UNCLOS.
India imports a majority of its crude oil from
West Asia, making it vulnerable.

Static Linkages
Mare Liberum (freedom of seas) by Hugo
Grotius.
Transit passage: non-suspendable right under
UNCLOS.

Strategic importance of Sea Lanes of
Communication (SLOCs).
Energy security and import dependence
(Economic Survey, India).
Geopolitical importance of maritime
chokepoints (Hormuz, Malacca).

Critical Analysis
Erosion of rule-based maritime order and
weakening of UNCLOS norms.
Increased cost of trade → inflationary impact
on import-dependent economies like India.
Heightened risk of military escalation in a
sensitive geopolitical region.
Disproportionate impact on third-party states
not directly involved in the conflict.
Demonstrates vulnerability of global trade to
chokepoint disruptions.

Way Forward
Enhance India’s naval capability for securing
Sea Lanes of Communication.
Diversify energy sources and strengthen
strategic petroleum reserves.
Promote adherence to international maritime
law through diplomacy.
Develop alternative connectivity routes (e.g.,
International North-South Transport Corridor).
Build resilient supply chains to mitigate
external shocks.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Recent deliberations at the American
Association of Clinical Endocrinology
highlighted the impact of iodine imbalance on
thyroid disorders.
Shift from earlier focus on iodine deficiency to
emerging risks of iodine excess due to modern
lifestyle sources.
Emphasis on U-shaped relationship → both
deficiency and excess harmful.

Key Points
Thyroid Basics

Requires iodine to synthesize T3 and T4
hormones → regulate metabolism, growth,
brain development.
Controlled by TSH (Thyroid Stimulating
Hormone) from pituitary.

Iodine Deficiency
Causes: goitre, hypothyroidism, cretinism
(in children).
Public health issue addressed via Universal
Salt Iodisation (USI).

Iodine Excess
Leads to: autoimmune thyroid diseases,
thyrotoxicosis, thyroiditis.

Increasing due to:
Supplements and fortified foods
Seaweed-based diets
Iodinated contrast agents

U-Shaped Curve
Both low and high iodine intake → disease
risk.
Optimal intake is essential → concept of
homeostasis.

Emerging Dimensions
Interaction with endocrine-disrupting
chemicals (EDCs) (e.g., BPA, fluoride).
Impact on:

Immune system
Cardiovascular health
Gut microbiome

Static Linkages 
Thyroid gland → endocrine system (NCERT
Biology Class XI)
Hormonal regulation and feedback mechanism
Micronutrient deficiency diseases
National Iodine Deficiency Disorders Control
Programme (NIDDCP)
Universal Salt Iodisation (USI)
Endocrine-disrupting chemicals and pollution
Concept of homeostasis

Critical Analysis 
Positives

Success of iodisation programmes reduced
deficiency burden.
Improved awareness of micronutrient
importance.

Negatives / Concerns
Rising iodine excess due to unregulated intake.
Lack of awareness about safe upper limits.
Increasing exposure to EDCs complicating
thyroid disorders.

Challenges
Monitoring population iodine levels.
Regulating supplements and processed foods.
Integrating environmental and health policies.

Way Forward 
Shift from deficiency control → optimal intake
approach.
Strengthen monitoring under NIDDCP.
Regulate supplements and fortified foods.
Public awareness on safe iodine consumption.
Control endocrine-disrupting chemicals.
Promote personalised nutrition and preventive
healthcare.
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