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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Supreme Court of India raised concerns
over submissions made by the Directorate of
Enforcement (ED) regarding alleged
obstruction by the West Bengal government
during a raid in a coal smuggling case.
The Court questioned whether ED’s arguments
indirectly suggest a “breakdown of
constitutional machinery” (linked to Article
356).
ED approached the Court under Article 32,
claiming violation of fundamental rights of its
officials.
The State argued the issue should fall under
Article 131 jurisdiction.

Key Points
Article 32:

Provides the right to directly approach the
Supreme Court for enforcement of
Fundamental Rights.

Article 14:
Ensures equality before law; includes the
rule of law doctrine.

Article 131:
Deals with disputes between Centre and
States or among States (federal disputes).

Article 356:
Imposition of President’s Rule upon failure
of constitutional machinery in a State.

Core Legal Issue:
Whether the case concerns individual
rights (Article 32) or a federal dispute
(Article 131).

Judicial Concern:
Avoiding indirect invocation of Article 356
through litigation narratives.

Static Linkages
Article 32 described as “heart and soul” of the
Constitution by B. R. Ambedkar.
Rule of Law concept given by A. V. Dicey
(equality before law, supremacy of law).
S. R. Bommai v. Union of India:

Limited misuse of Article 356; introduced
judicial review of President’s Rule.

Indian federalism described as quasi-federal
with unitary bias (as per constitutional design).

Critical Analysis
Key Issues

Increasing conflicts between central agencies
(ED/CBI) and State governments.
Ambiguity between fundamental rights
enforcement vs federal disputes.
Potential politicisation of investigative
agencies.

Constitutional Concerns
Possible over-expansion of Article 32
jurisdiction.
Risk of indirectly invoking Article 356 narrative.
Weakening of cooperative federalism.

Positive Dimensions
Judiciary acting as a neutral constitutional
arbiter.
Reinforces rule of law as part of Article 14 and
basic structure.
Ensures accountability of executive agencies.

Way Forward
Clearly define jurisdictional boundaries
between Article 32 and Article 131.
Strengthen institutional autonomy and
accountability of agencies like ED and CBI.
Promote cooperative federalism mechanisms
(e.g., Inter-State Council).
Develop standard operating procedures
(SOPs) for Centre–State coordination in
investigations.
Enhance judicial oversight and transparency in
inter-governmental conflicts.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Israel and the U.S. launched Operation Epic
Fury (Feb 28, 2026) targeting Iran.
Hezbollah (Lebanon-based militia) resumed
attacks on Israel, breaking a 15-month
ceasefire.
Israel conducted heavy airstrikes; conflict
lasted briefly before ceasefire on April 17,
2026.
Rare diplomatic talks between Israel and
Lebanon held in Washington.

Key Points
Hezbollah

Shia militant group backed by Iran
Part of “Axis of Resistance” (Iran-led)
Possesses missiles, drones; acts as a non-
state actor

Lebanon
History of civil war (1975–1990)
Confessional political system
Weak military; cannot fully control
Hezbollah

Recent Developments
Israel weakened Hezbollah leadership
(2024)
Fall of Syrian regime weakened Iran–
Hezbollah link
Renewed conflict tied to Iran–Israel
tensions

Humanitarian Impact
~5,282 deaths; 1.2 million displaced
$8.5 billion losses
~35% population below poverty line (2026)

Strategic Issues
Israel wants disarmament of Hezbollah
Lebanon seeks ceasefire and stability
Risk of civil war due to sectarian divisions

Static Linkages
Non-state actors and proxy warfare
UN Peacekeeping Missions (UNIFIL)
Sectarian conflict and ethnic politics
Refugee crisis (Palestinian refugees in
Lebanon)
Balance of power in West Asia

Critical Analysis 
Pros

Ceasefire reduces immediate escalation
Diplomatic engagement opens negotiation
channels
Weakening of Hezbollah reduces militant
threat

Cons
Disarmament may trigger civil war
Lebanon’s weak state capacity
External interference (Iran, Israel, U.S.)
Humanitarian and economic crisis

Way Forward
Negotiated settlement with security
guarantees
Strengthening Lebanese state institutions
UN-led monitoring and peacekeeping
Economic reconstruction support
Inclusive political dialogue to manage
sectarian tensions
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India ranks among the most climate-vulnerable
countries globally with rising frequency of
extreme weather events.
430 extreme events (1995–2024) caused ~$170
billion losses and affected ~1.3 billion people.
Updated NDCs (2031–35) emphasise
mainstreaming climate adaptation into
development planning.
Global push (COP process) towards scaling
adaptation finance and locally led adaptation.

Key Points
Priority adaptation sectors:

Coastal resilience, infrastructure, disaster
preparedness
Heat mitigation, biodiversity conservation,
livelihoods

Agriculture:
NICRA covers 448 villages, 151 climate
hotspots
Climate risk mapping in 651 districts

Best practice:
Tamil Nadu Climate Resilient Villages (CRV)
model
Focus: water, energy, livelihoods, local
participation

Finance:
Global adaptation gap: $284–339
billion/year
India’s adaptation spending: ~5.6% of GDP
(FY22)
Budget skewed towards mitigation

Institutional issues:

Climate Finance Taxonomy
(2025) mitigation-centric
Weak SAPCC updates and
monitoring
Limited local-level capacity

Static Linkages
Adaptation vs Mitigation (Climate
Change basics)
Disaster Management Act, 2005
SDG 13 (Climate Action)
Panchayati Raj Institutions –
decentralised planning
Fiscal federalism and budgetary
processes
Climate finance & resilience
concepts

Critical Analysis
Pros

Integration of adaptation in NDCs
strengthens long-term resilience
CRV model shows scalable,
community-based approach
High economic returns on
adaptation investment

Cons
Fragmented policies and lack of
coordination
Inadequate adaptation finance
tracking
Budget prioritises mitigation over
adaptation
Weak institutional capacity at
grassroots

Challenges
Financing gap
Lack of standardised metrics for
adaptation
Limited private sector participation
Poor data and monitoring systems

Way Forward
Formulate National Adaptation Plan
Develop clear adaptation finance
taxonomy
Institutionalise climate budgeting
Scale successful state models (e.g.,
CRV)
Strengthen PRI/ULB role in
adaptation
Improve climate data, monitoring,
and capacity-building
Promote locally led adaptation
strategies
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Early onset of heatwaves in April across India,
with temperatures crossing 40°C in multiple
regions.
India Meteorological Department issued
heatwave alerts for central, southern, and
western India.
Heatwaves, typically observed in May–June,
are now occurring earlier and with higher
intensity.
Contributing factors:

Weak western disturbances
Reduced pre-monsoon thunderstorms
Residual impact of El Niño

Rising night-time temperatures and urban heat
island effect aggravating health stress.

Key Points
Heatwaves increasing due to anthropogenic
climate change (IPCC findings).
IMD criteria: Heatwave declared based on
temperature thresholds and deviation from
normal.
Health impacts: Increased risk of heatstroke,
dehydration, cardiovascular mortality.
Economic impact:

According to The Lancet Countdown, 247
billion work-hours lost globally (2024) due
to heat stress.

Agricultural impact:
Accelerated crop maturity → lower yields (rabi
crops)
Implications for food security and inflation

Governance issues:
Heat Action Plans (HAPs) remain reactive and
underfunded
Lack of worker protection in informal sector

Electoral dimension: Heat affects turnout;
adaptations by Election Commission of India

Static Linkages
IMD classification of heatwaves based on plains,
coastal, and hilly regions criteria.
Urban Heat Island Effect: Higher temperatures in
urban areas due to concrete surfaces and reduced
vegetation.
ENSO (El Niño Southern Oscillation) influences
Indian monsoon variability.
Article 21: Right to life includes protection from
environmental hazards.
Disaster Management Act, 2005: Framework for
disaster preparedness and mitigation.
NAPCC (National Action Plan on Climate Change):
Includes adaptation strategies.
Economic Survey: Highlights climate risks to
agriculture and labour productivity.

Critical Analysis
Strengths:

Expansion of Heat Action Plans
Improved early warning systems

Weaknesses:
Lack of legal backing and funding
Focus on short-term response rather than
long-term adaptation
No enforceable heat safety norms for workers

Challenges:
Urbanization increasing heat vulnerability
Informal workforce exposure
Fiscal constraints for adaptation

Way Forward
Provide statutory backing and funding to Heat
Action Plans
Introduce heat safety standards for workers
Promote urban greening, cool roofs, reflective
materials
Strengthen climate-resilient agriculture practices
Expand public health outreach (mobile units, early
warnings)
Integrate heat mitigation into urban planning and
Smart Cities Mission
Enhance access to global climate adaptation
finance
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

West Asia conflict has triggered a sharp rise in
global crude oil prices and supply disruptions.
India, with ~88% crude import dependence and
~51% sourcing from West Asia, faces significant
external vulnerability.
Earlier macroeconomic stability (high growth,
low inflation, controlled deficits) is now under
stress.

Key Points
GDP growth revised downward to ~6.7%
(earlier ~7.2%).
CPI inflation projected ~4.6% due to fuel and
supply-side pressures.
Crude prices increased ~40%; expected to
remain ~$85–90/barrel.
CAD likely to widen to ~2.1% of GDP.
FPI outflows (~$17 billion) and weak net FDI
flows (~$1.7 billion).
Forex reserves adequate (~$700 billion;
effective lower after adjustments).
Fiscal burden estimated ~0.5% of GDP due to
excise cuts and subsidies.
High exposure via exports (15%) and
remittances (38%) to West Asia.

Static Linkages
Balance of Payments: Current Account (trade
deficit) + Capital Account (FPI/FDI flows)
Inflation: Cost-push inflation due to imported
commodities
Fiscal Deficit: Impact of subsidies and tax cuts
Energy Security: Strategic petroleum reserves,
diversification
Exchange Rate: Depreciation pressure due to
CAD widening
Twin Deficit Hypothesis (Fiscal deficit ↔ CAD)

Critical Analysis
Growth slowdown due to external shocks and
weak demand
Inflationary pressures via fuel and food
(possible El Niño impact)
CAD widening → currency depreciation risk
Weak capital inflows → BoP vulnerability
Fiscal strain → reduced capital expenditure risk
Structural issue: high import dependence on
energy

Way Forward
Diversify energy sources and import partners
Scale up renewable energy and green
hydrogen
Strengthen forex buffers and external sector
resilience
Attract stable FDI through structural reforms
Rationalize subsidies while protecting
vulnerable sections
Boost exports to counter CAD pressures

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH



KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Union Government has constituted the
Eighth Central Pay Commission (CPC) to revise
salaries, pensions, and allowances of central
government employees.
The Terms of Reference emphasise fiscal
prudence and aligning pay revisions with
developmental needs.
Renewed focus on Performance-Linked Pay
(PLP) as a mechanism to ensure efficiency in
public expenditure.
Past mechanisms like Performance Related
Incentive Scheme (PRIS) and Results
Framework Document (RFD) failed due to weak
implementation.

Key Points
Pay Commissions are executive bodies
constituted periodically (~10 years).
Seventh CPC (2016) introduced:

Pay Matrix: 18 levels, 40 cells
Replacement of Grade Pay system

PLP Concept:
Links salary increments with measurable
performance
Aims at “value for money” in government
spending

PRIS (6th CPC):
Incentives from departmental savings
Limited success (Atomic Energy, Space)

RFD Framework (2007–11):
Performance evaluation tool with
measurable targets
Discontinued due to lack of political
ownership

Core Issue:
Difficulty in quantifying administrative
performance

Static Linkages
FRBM Act, 2003 → Fiscal discipline
Finance Commission (Art. 280) vs Pay
Commission (Executive body)
New Public Management (NPM) → Output-
based governance
Outcome Budgeting (2005-06)
Annual Performance Appraisal Report (APAR)
Second ARC → Civil services reforms

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Enhances efficiency and accountability
Promotes merit-based progression
Improves public service delivery

Issues
Lack of objective performance indicators
Risk of subjectivity in evaluation
Government roles are multi-dimensional,
unlike private sector
Past failures indicate implementation deficit

Challenges
Weak institutional framework
Resistance within bureaucracy
Disconnect between performance and
budgeting

Way Forward
Revive RFD with institutional backing
Integrate performance with pay matrix
progression
Develop objective KPIs using technology
Pilot PLP before full implementation
Strengthen linkage between APAR, promotions,
incentives
Ensure balance between equity and efficiency
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A special court discharged four accused in the
2006 Malegaon blast case after nearly two
decades of investigation and trial.
The case involved multiple agencies—
Maharashtra Anti-Terrorism Squad, Central
Bureau of Investigation, and National
Investigation Agency—but failed to secure
convictions due to lack of admissible evidence.
Earlier acquittals in the 2008 Malegaon blast
case and other terror cases indicate systemic
issues in investigation and prosecution.

Key Points
Failure of investigation: Poor evidence
collection, improper procedures, weak forensic
backing.
Admissibility issues: Non-compliance with
Section 65B (electronic evidence) led to
rejection in court.
Shifting investigation narratives: Different
agencies naming different accused →
credibility deficit.
Violation of due process: Allegations of
coerced confessions and wrongful arrests.
Low conviction rate in terror cases despite
stringent laws (UAPA).
Delay in justice delivery: ~20 years undermines
rule of law.
Institutional concerns: Perceived politicisation
and lack of accountability.

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before law.
Article 21 – Fair trial, due process.
Indian Evidence Act, 1872 – Section 65B
(electronic evidence).
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967 –
Anti-terror framework.
Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) –
Investigation & trial procedure.
2nd ARC Report (Public Order):

Police reforms
Separation of investigation from law &
order

Supreme Court: DK Basu guidelines (custodial
safeguards).

Critical Analysis
Issues

Weak investigation → acquittals → erosion of
deterrence.
Rights violations (illegal detention, torture
allegations).
Political interference affecting neutrality of
agencies.
Lack of coordination between police,
prosecution, and forensic units.
Delay reduces evidentiary value and witness
reliability.

Positives
Judiciary upholding strict evidentiary
standards.
Reinforces principle: “proof beyond
reasonable doubt”.

Way Forward
Implement police reforms (2nd ARC).
Strengthen forensic infrastructure & digital
evidence handling.
Ensure Section 65B compliance in all
electronic evidence.
Independent prosecution system.
Fast-track courts for terror cases.
Fix accountability for wrongful investigation.
Capacity building in counter-terror
investigation.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Explosion during fireworks preparation in
Kerala linked to a temple festival led to
multiple fatalities and injuries.
Judicial inquiry and magisterial probe ordered.
Similar recurring incidents:

Virudhunagar (Tamil Nadu) fireworks unit
blast
Kakinada factory explosion

Indicates systemic regulatory and
enforcement failures rather than isolated
accidents.
Past precedent: 2016 Puttingal Devi Temple
disaster highlighted administrative lapses.

Key Points
Fireworks industry categorized under
hazardous industries.
Frequent causes of accidents:

Illegal manufacturing and storage
Non-compliance with safety norms
Overcrowding of workers in units

Legal/Regulatory framework:
Explosives Act, 1884
Explosives Rules, 2008
PESO guidelines

Safety provisions:
Licensing requirements
Restrictions on storage and transport
Zoning norms and worker safety rules

Core issue: Implementation deficit and weak
monitoring.

Static Linkages
Article 21 – Right to life includes safety
Article 42 – Just and humane working
conditions
Factories Act, 1948 – Occupational safety
provisions
Disaster Management Act, 2005 – Industrial
disaster response
Environmental concerns – Air and noise
pollution

Critical Analysis
Issues

Weak enforcement and corruption in
licensing
Large informal sector outside regulation
Lack of safety audits and inspections

Challenges
Administrative capacity constraints
Festival-related demand pressures
Poor inter-agency coordination

Ethical concerns
Negligence vs accountability
State’s duty to protect life

Way Forward
Strict enforcement of Explosives Rules
Digital tracking of licensing and inspections
Mandatory safety audits
Worker training and certification
Promotion of safer/green alternatives
Strong penalties for violations
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