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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Renewed violence in Manipur since April 7,
including five killings (two children among
victims).
No arrests so far, indicating gaps in policing
and investigation.
Prolonged blockade of the Bishnupur–
Churachandpur road has restricted movement
of security forces and investigators from
National Investigation Agency.
Ethnic clashes between Naga and Kuki groups
in Ukhrul; use of automatic weapons
suspected.
Disruption of essential supplies to hill districts;
rerouting through neighbouring states.
Political outreach by the Chief Minister aimed
at reconciliation amid fragile peace.

Key Points
Law & Order Crisis: Multiple killings without
arrests → erosion of state authority.
Ethnic Faultlines: Continued tensions among
Meitei, Kuki-Zo, and Naga communities.
Security Concerns: Use of sophisticated arms
suggests militant involvement.
Administrative Challenges: Road blockades
affecting governance, logistics, and
investigation.
Centre-State Dynamics: NIA involvement
highlights central intervention in internal
security.
Humanitarian Impact: Supply disruptions
affecting livelihoods and essential services.

Static Linkages
Article 355: Duty of Union to protect States
against internal disturbance.
Seventh Schedule: “Public Order” and “Police”
under State List.
NIA Act, 2008: Central agency jurisdiction over
scheduled offences.
AFSPA: Special powers in disturbed areas
(Northeast context).

Historical roots of ethnic conflicts: identity,
land, autonomy demands.
Internal security framework: role of
intelligence, coordination, and border
management.

Critical Analysis
Key Issues

Failure of Deterrence: No arrests despite
repeated incidents → weak enforcement.
Governance Deficit: Blockades indicate limited
administrative reach.
Ethnic Polarization: Risk of long-term
fragmentation of society.
Operational Constraints: Restricted access for
NIA and security forces.
Arms Proliferation: Increased lethality of
conflicts.

Broader Implications
Undermines rule of law and constitutional
governance.
Threatens national security due to proximity to
international borders.
Hampers socio-economic development in
already vulnerable regions.

Way Forward
Restore road connectivity through
coordinated security operations.
Time-bound investigation with accountability
mechanisms.
Strengthen intelligence and inter-agency
coordination.
Initiate structured peace dialogue among
communities.
Enhance development and state presence in
remote areas.
Curb illegal arms flow through stronger border
control.
Use constitutional provisions for better
Centre-State cooperation.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Several airports developed under the UDAN
(Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik) in Uttar Pradesh
have become non-operational soon after their
launch.
Airports such as Azamgarh, Moradabad,
Chitrakoot, Shravasti and Saharanpur are
either closed or yet to see regular commercial
operations.
Private airline FlyBig, which operated initial
regional routes, ceased operations in 2025,
disrupting connectivity.
Around 8 out of 17 technically operational
airports in the State are currently not handling
flights.
The issue has triggered debate on planning
efficiency and utilisation of public funds.

Key Points
UDAN launched in 2016 under the Ministry of
Civil Aviation to promote affordable regional
air connectivity.
Objective: operationalise unserved and
underserved airports.
Financial mechanism:

Viability Gap Funding (VGF) to airlines
Fare caps for passengers (affordability)

State government support:
Reduced VAT on ATF (≈1%)
Free/low-cost land and security support

Key issues observed:
Low passenger load factors → poor
commercial viability
Inadequate route planning and demand
assessment
Airline financial instability and exit
Infrastructure constraints (visibility,
runway timing, maintenance)

Outcome: Several airports remain “operational
on paper” but inactive in reality

Static Linkages
Concept of Viability Gap Funding (VGF)
in infrastructure
Public expenditure efficiency and
outcome budgeting
Infrastructure as a driver of regional
development
Transport geography and locational
viability
Public-Private Partnership (PPP) risks in
low-demand sectors

Critical Analysis
Positives

Improves regional connectivity and
accessibility
Promotes tourism and local economic
activity
Reduces travel time and logistics costs
Supports balanced regional
development

Concerns
Weak demand estimation leading to
unviable routes
High dependence on subsidies → fiscal
sustainability concerns
Airline exits causing discontinuity in
services
Infrastructure creation without demand
ecosystem
Risk of “white elephant” assets and sunk
costs
Political signalling vs economic
rationality

Way Forward
Undertake rigorous techno-economic
feasibility studies before project
approval
Shift to demand-driven and cluster-
based connectivity planning
Develop supporting ecosystems
(tourism circuits, industrial hubs)
Strengthen multimodal integration
(road, rail connectivity)
Introduce performance-based
incentives and accountability for
airlines
Upgrade infrastructure (navigation aids,
night landing facilities)
Institutionalise periodic review and
rationalisation of routes
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Parliament enacted the SHANTI Act, 2025 to
reform India’s nuclear energy sector.
Aim: Increase nuclear power capacity from ~8.7
GW to 100 GW by 2047 (aligned with long-term
energy transition goals).
Major shift: Opening nuclear power generation
to private sector participation and enabling
foreign investment.
Trigger: Need for clean, reliable baseload
power and meeting climate commitments
(NDCs).

Key Points
Private Sector Entry:

Private entities can own/operate nuclear
plants under licensing framework.

Liability & Responsibility:
Licensee bears primary responsibility for:

Safety, security, safeguards
Waste management
Radiation damage compensation
Decommissioning

Lifetime Commitment Clause:
Mandatory design support throughout
plant life cycle.

Periodic Safety Review:
Every 10 years, plants must meet updated
safety standards.

Technology Choice:
Indigenous 700 MW PHWRs preferred (fleet
deployment model).
Foreign reactors → high cost + long
validation period.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Boosts energy security and reduces fossil fuel
dependence.
Supports net-zero targets and climate
commitments.
Brings private capital, efficiency, and innovation.
Reduces burden on Nuclear Power Corporation of
India Ltd. monopoly.

Challenges
High capital cost & long gestation period.
Ensuring nuclear safety with private players.
Liability and insurance complexities.
Dependence on foreign technology risks design
continuity.
Long-term radioactive waste management
burden.

Concerns Raised
“Lifetime commitment” nature of nuclear sector.
Need for continuous design capability for
upgrades.
Risk of profit vs safety trade-offs.

Way Forward
Establish independent statutory nuclear
regulator.
Strengthen liability regime clarity for investors.
Promote indigenous technologies (PHWRs, SMRs).
Develop long-term nuclear waste disposal policy.
Ensure PPP models with risk-sharing frameworks.
Enhance human resource and R&D ecosystem.
Build public trust through transparency.

Regulatory Clarity:
Separation of operational control and
safety regulation.

Investment Drivers:
Site suitability, technology cost,
government support, tariff viability.

Static Linkages
Atomic Energy Act, 1962 → Central
government control over nuclear energy.
Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act,
2010:

Operator liability + limited supplier
liability (right of recourse).

India’s Three-Stage Nuclear Programme:
Stage 1: PHWRs (Natural Uranium)
Stage 2: Fast Breeder Reactors
Stage 3: Thorium-based reactors

Nuclear energy → low carbon, high energy
density source.
Half-life principle → determines radioactive
hazard duration.
India under IAEA safeguards (select civilian
facilities).
Nuclear waste → requires deep geological
disposal.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Special session of Parliament discussed:
Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026
Delimitation Bill, 2026

Proposal included:
Increasing Lok Sabha seats to ~850
Linking women’s reservation with fresh
delimitation
Redrawing constituencies based on 2011
Census

The Constitutional Amendment Bill failed to
secure 2/3rd majority → reform stalled.

Key Points 
Delimitation: Redrawing of electoral
constituencies.
Articles Involved:

Article 82 – Lok Sabha delimitation
Article 170(3) – State Assemblies
Article 81 – Seat allocation principle

Amendments:
42nd Amendment (1976) → Freeze till 2001
84th Amendment (2001) → Freeze extended
till 2026

Basis of Current Proposal:
2011 Census (not latest)

Reason for Freeze:
Encourage population control

Delimitation Commission:
Independent, quasi-judicial body
Orders final and not challengeable in court

Core Issue:
Conflict between population-based
representation vs federal balance

Static Linkages 
“One person, one vote, one value” principle
Federalism – balance between states
Constitutional amendment procedure (special
majority)
Census and its governance role
Population stabilisation policy (NPP 2000)
Representation in democracy

Critical Analysis 
Positives:

Corrects unequal population representation
Reflects demographic changes
Enables women’s reservation implementation

Concerns:
Use of outdated Census data (2011)
Penalises states with low population growth
Risk of regional imbalance (North vs South)
Weakens cooperative federalism
Political timing affects legitimacy

Way Forward 
Conduct delimitation after latest Census
Use composite criteria (population +
development indicators)
Ensure federal consultation & consensus
Strengthen independent Delimitation
Commission
Decouple women’s reservation from
delimitation delays
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India’s CPI inflation increased marginally to
3.4% in March, remaining within the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) tolerance band (4% ± 2%).
In contrast, WPI inflation surged to 3.88%, a
38-month high, indicating rising producer-side
price pressures.
Divergence due to different base years: CPI
(2024) vs WPI (2011–12).
Rupee depreciation (~2.5–3%) and global
disruptions (West Asia tensions) have
increased imported inflation, especially fuel.
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has
flagged global slowdown risks and moderated
India’s growth outlook.

Key Points
CPI–WPI Divergence:

CPI reflects consumer prices, WPI reflects
input/producer costs.
Rising WPI with stable CPI indicates lagged
transmission of inflation.

Nature of Inflation:
Predominantly cost-push inflation driven
by fuel and input costs.

Imported inflation due to rupee depreciation
(higher cost of dollar-denominated imports).

Sectoral Impact:
Higher costs of crude oil, fertilizers,
petrochemicals affect:

Manufacturing (automobiles, textiles)
Pharmaceuticals
Agriculture (input costs)

Temporary Suppression of CPI:
Export slowdown → MSMEs divert goods to
domestic markets → local supply glut.
Firms absorbing costs → delayed pass-through
to consumers.

Macroeconomic Risk:
Emerging stagflation risk (rising inflation +
slowing growth).

Static Linkages
Inflation types: Demand-pull vs Cost-push
Inflation Targeting Framework (RBI Act, 1934
amended in 2016)
Exchange rate depreciation → imported inflation
Stagflation (1970s oil crisis example)
India’s crude oil import dependence (~85%)
Monetary policy tools: Repo rate, CRR, SLR

Critical Analysis
Positives

CPI within RBI band → short-term macroeconomic
stability
Domestic supply increase → temporary inflation
control

Concerns
Rising WPI → future CPI escalation (pipeline
inflation)
High external dependence → vulnerability to
global shocks
Rupee depreciation → amplifies imported inflation
MSME margin compression → investment and
employment risks
Possibility of stagflation complicates policy
response

Way Forward
Accelerate renewable energy transition to reduce
oil dependence
Strengthen domestic manufacturing and supply
chains
Calibrated monetary policy balancing growth and
inflation
Build strategic reserves (oil, fertilizers)
Provide targeted support to MSMEs
Improve data consistency (harmonisation of base
years)
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Large-scale industrial labour protests in Noida
demanding higher wages, better working
conditions, and job security.
Triggered by inter-state wage disparity after
wage hike in Haryana and rising cost of living
(food, LPG).
Linked to implementation concerns of new
Labour Codes (operationalised from 2025).
Similar labour unrest seen across industrial
centres (electronics, energy, manufacturing
sectors).

Key Points
Workers demanded ₹18,000–₹25,000/month;
state hike (~21%) inadequate.
Demand for 8-hour workday, overtime pay,
and paid leave.
Labour Codes allow flexible work hours (up to
12 hours/day) with weekly cap.
Centre fixes wage floor, States determine
actual minimum wages.
Increased thresholds for layoffs/closures →
reduces job security.
Mandatory notice period restricts immediate
strikes.

Rising share of contract labour in formal
manufacturing (PLFS, Economic Survey
trends).
Inflation (CPI) eroding real wages → key trigger
of unrest.
Lack of tripartite consultation; Indian Labour
Conference inactive since 2015.

Static Linkages
Article 19(1)(c): Right to form
associations/unions
Article 21: Right to livelihood (judicial
interpretation)
Article 43: Living wage, decent standard of life
Article 42: Just and humane working conditions
Minimum Wages Act, Factories Act, Industrial
Disputes Act → subsumed into Labour Codes
Real vs Nominal Wages (NCERT
Macroeconomics)
Informalisation of labour (Economic Survey,
PLFS)

Critical Analysis
Positives

Simplification of labour laws into 4 codes (PRS
India).
Flexibility may boost investment and
manufacturing competitiveness.
Wage floor ensures minimum protection.

Concerns
Longer work hours risk exploitation.
Weakening of collective bargaining (strike
restrictions).
Growth of contract labour → job insecurity.
Inter-state wage competition → downward
pressure on wages.
Implementation and enforcement gaps.

Way Forward
Revive tripartite consultation (Indian Labour
Conference).
Shift from minimum wage → living wage
framework.
Strict enforcement of 8-hour work norm with
overtime compliance.
Regulate contract labour; promote
formalisation.
Index wages to inflation (CPI-linked revision).
Strengthen labour inspection using digital
tools.
Ensure balance between ease of doing
business and labour welfare.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A Constitution Amendment Bill proposing 33%
reservation for women in legislatures, along
with expansion of seats and fresh delimitation,
failed to secure the required special majority in
Parliament.
The proposal triggered political contestation
as it linked women’s reservation with
delimitation, raising concerns of regional
imbalance and federal tensions.
Southern states expressed apprehension
about a possible decline in representation due
to population-based seat redistribution.

Key Points
Women’s Reservation

33% reservation in Lok Sabha and State
Assemblies.
Rotation of constituencies proposed.

Delimitation Issue
To be conducted after census → linked with
population changes.
Likely to benefit states with higher
population growth.

Legislative Expansion
Increase in total seats to improve
representation.
May reduce constituency size but not
necessarily improve governance.

Federal Concerns
Southern states penalised despite better
population control.
Raises issues of equity vs equality in
representation.

Political Dimension
Lack of consensus despite broad support
for women’s reservation.
Accusations of using gender justice for
political objectives.

Static Linkages
Article 81 – Composition of Lok Sabha
Article 82 – Readjustment after Census
(Delimitation)
Article 170 – State Legislative Assemblies
42nd Amendment Act (1976) – Freeze on
delimitation
84th Amendment Act (2001) – Freeze extended
till 2026
Basic Structure Doctrine – Federalism
(Kesavananda Bharati case)
73rd & 74th Amendments – Women’s
reservation in local bodies

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Enhances women’s political participation.
Legislative expansion may improve
accessibility of representatives.
Long-pending reform towards inclusive
democracy.

Issues
Linking with delimitation complicates
implementation.
Potential North-South divide in political
representation.
Rotation system weakens accountability and
continuity.
Perceived politicisation of constitutional
reform.
Risk to cooperative federalism.

Stakeholder Viewpoints
Women groups: Support reservation but
oppose delay.
Southern states: Seek protection of
representation.
Political parties: Divided due to electoral
implications.

Way Forward
Decouple women’s reservation from
delimitation.
Build political consensus via parliamentary
mechanisms.
Ensure federal consultation before major
structural reforms.
Consider alternatives:

Party-level reservation in tickets
Gradual implementation without rotation

Maintain balance between representation and
federal equity.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The World Bank (Learning Poverty Report)
highlights that nearly 70% of children in LMICs
cannot read a simple text by age 10, indicating
a foundational learning crisis.
Shift in policy discourse from school-based
learning to early childhood development
(ECD).
India is strengthening early childhood
platforms like Anganwadis under schemes
such as ICDS and Poshan Abhiyaan.
Meghalaya has implemented an integrated
Early Childhood Development (ECD) Mission
with a focus on convergence of services.
Introduction of Guide for Monitoring Child
Development (GMCD) for early identification
of developmental delays.

Key Points
Early childhood (0–6 years) is critical for
cognitive, emotional, and physical
development.
Scientific evidence (Harvard Center on the
Developing Child):

Brain development is cumulative and
sequential, with maximum growth in early
years.

Learning poverty linked to early deficits in
nutrition, caregiving, and stimulation.
Nurturing Care Framework (WHO-UNICEF-
World Bank) identifies 5 pillars:

Health
Nutrition
Responsive caregiving
Safety and security
Early learning opportunities

Meghalaya Model
Targets children aged 1–42 months
Uses non-clinical, caregiver-based assessment
approach
Involves frontline workers: ASHA, ANM,
Anganwadi workers
Promotes community participation and
decentralisation

Outcomes 
~80% children: No developmental delay
~12%: Require follow-up intervention
Focus on early detection + low-cost home-
based intervention

Significance
Enhances human capital formation
Reduces intergenerational poverty
Improves education outcomes (FLN)
Aligns with NEP 2020 and SDG 4 (Quality
Education)

Static Linkages 
Article 21A – Right to Education
Article 45 – Early childhood care and
education
Directive Principles – Article 39(f)
Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS)
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 –
Foundational Literacy & Numeracy
Poshan Abhiyaan
Human Capital Formation (Economics –
NCERT)
Demographic Dividend
73rd Constitutional Amendment –
Decentralisation
Behavioural aspects of development (NCERT
Psychology)

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Holistic governance approach integrating
health, nutrition, and education
Evidence-based policymaking using
neuroscience
Early intervention → high returns (Economic
Survey, Heckman Curve)
Decentralised implementation improves
outreach
Strengthens community participation and
accountability
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Challenges
Capacity constraints of Anganwadi and
frontline workers
Uneven inter-state implementation
Persistent malnutrition, anaemia, and health
gaps
Weak data monitoring and evaluation systems
Limited budgetary allocation to early
childhood sector

Issues
Fragmentation across ministries (Health, WCD,
Education)
Urban-rural and regional disparities
Low awareness among caregivers
Trust deficit in public health systems

Way Forward
Universalise ECCE under NEP 2020 with strong
institutional support
Strengthen Anganwadi infrastructure, training,
and incentives
Ensure convergence across ministries and
schemes
Scale up best practices like Meghalaya ECD
model
Increase public expenditure on health and
nutrition
Integrate digital monitoring systems (real-time
tracking)
Promote community-based behavioural
change communication (BCC)
Focus on maternal health and nutrition as
foundation
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Concerns over the use of government digital
communication platforms (SMS, WhatsApp,
beneficiary databases) for messaging that
resembles political campaigning.
Election Commission of India directed the
Union government to halt bulk messaging
during the Model Code of Conduct (MCC)
period (March 2024).
Supreme Court of India is examining welfare
outreach/feedback programmes close to
elections.
Kerala High Court scrutinised use of official
databases for bulk messaging.
Rising expenditure on government publicity
alongside political ads highlights concerns of
unfair electoral advantage.

Key Points
Digital Governance Expansion: DBT, Aadhaar-
linked databases, mass messaging systems
enhance outreach.
Core Issue: Blurring of governance
communication and political promotion.
MCC Relevance: Restricts use of official
machinery for electoral advantage after
election announcement.
Judicial Precedent: Common Cause vs Union
of India (2015)—guidelines on government
advertisements.

Structural Imbalance: Ruling governments
have disproportionate communication power.
Democratic Principle: Level playing field is
essential for free and fair elections.

Static Linkages
Free and fair elections → Basic Structure
Doctrine
Article 324 → Powers of Election Commission
Model Code of Conduct (nature: non-
statutory)
Public funds accountability
Separation between State and political party
Role of judiciary in electoral reforms

Critical Analysis
Pros

Improves welfare delivery and citizen
awareness
Enhances administrative efficiency
Strengthens direct communication with
beneficiaries

Cons
Misuse of state resources for political gains
Distortion of electoral competition
Weak regulatory framework for digital
campaigning
Data privacy concerns (use of beneficiary
databases)
Ethical violation: governance vs propaganda

Way Forward
Clear MCC guidelines for digital platforms
Independent audit of government publicity
expenditure
Strict separation of governance and political
communication
Strengthening legal backing of advertisement
guidelines
Ensure data protection and consent-based
communication
Greater transparency in state-funded
campaigns
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India Meteorological Department forecasts
below-normal monsoon (≈92% of LPA) for
June–September.
Likely emergence of El Niño conditions in the
latter half of the monsoon season.
Concurrent global energy supply risks due to
geopolitical tensions (West Asia).
India holds high foodgrain stocks (~60.4 mt),
above buffer norms, providing a safety
cushion.
Reflects policy shift toward resilience-based
(“just-in-case”) approach in economic
management.

Key Points
Monsoon & Climate

92% of LPA → classified as below normal
rainfall.
El Niño linked with weakened monsoon
circulation.

Food Security
Stocks significantly above buffer norm (~21
mt).
Managed by Food Corporation of India.
Acts as shock absorber against drought and
inflation.

Macroeconomic Resilience Tools
Foodgrain stocks → food security
Forex reserves → external stability
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (~5.3 mt) →
energy security

Policy Approach
Shift from Just-in-Time (efficiency)
To Just-in-Case (resilience, redundancy)

Economic Implications
Increased fiscal cost (storage,
maintenance)
Potential inflation management tool
Trade-off between efficiency vs security

Static Linkages
ENSO–Monsoon relationship (NCERT
Geography).
Buffer stock policy & PDS (Economic Survey,
Food Security framework).
Balance of Payments & Forex reserves (NCERT
Economics).
Energy security & strategic reserves (NITI
Aayog).
Supply chain concepts (post-COVID Economic
Survey insights).

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Enhances disaster preparedness
Ensures food & energy security
Stabilises inflation during shocks

Concerns
High fiscal burden on exchequer
Storage inefficiencies → wastage risk
Market distortions in agriculture
Opportunity cost of holding large reserves

Core Issue
Balancing resilience vs economic efficiency

Way Forward
Modernise storage (silos, digitisation)
Rationalise buffer norms dynamically
Invest in climate-resilient agriculture
Diversify energy sources (renewables)
Improve PDS targeting efficiency
Adopt hybrid supply chain model
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