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Discontent in Manipur over deaths of five since April 7, as violence continues unabated

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELII

Since April 7, Manipur has
witniessed five killings, in-
cluding that of two chil-
dren, bur there have been
ne arrests in any of the cas
&5 50 far.

The Bishmupur-Chura-
chandpur road has re-
mained blocked for the
st 12 dlays, hindering the
Natianal Investigation
Agency (NIAYs investiga-
thom Into the April 7 killing
of two chilkdren at Tron-
glaobi, Bishmipur, a senior

povernment official said,

Az the attackers remain
unidentified, local people
havee taken to the streets
multiple times in the past
week and have clashed
with security forces de-
manding arrest of the at
tackers, leaving scores of
peaphe injured.

“MNo civil supplies are
coming to Pherzawl and
Churachandpur from Im-
phial side a5 the moads re-
main blocked. The essen-
tfals are being routed from
Silchar in Assam and Al
zawl in Mizoram. Even if

Kui-Zn groups are in-
volved, due o the block
ade, the NIA team has not
been able 10 visit Chura-
chandpur for the investiga
thon,” the government offi-
cial said.

‘Wave of violence

The Naga-dominated 1i-
tan area of Ukhral has wit-
nessed a wave of violenoe
and arsan between Nagas
and Eukis since February
7, three days after Yumnam
Khemchand Singh was in-
stallec & the new Chiel Mi
nister of the ethnicvio

Worman holding toschlights tale part in a peotest rally in Imphal
East o Sundiny. A

lence affected State that
remained under Presi-
dent's Rule for a year,

On Saturday, suspected

militants ambushed the
vehicles of cvilians on Na-
tional Highway no. 202 in
Ukhrul, killing two Tangk-

Boycott BJP, says
Manipur group

GUWARLATI

Amid continued violenoe, an
organisation in Masnipur has
annownoed a boyoott of the
BUP It seught 2 statenent fnm
the Ol explairirg wehy the
government has been unable
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hul Maga men, inchuding a
retired soldier.

A BovVernment Source
said  that  preliminary

probe into Saturday's kill-
ings had indicated the use
of an automatic weapon,
most likely an AR series ri-
fie, which is used by har-
dened milltant groups ac-
thez in the reglon.

“Outreach appreciated®
According to Losil Dikha,
Manipur’s Deputy Chief
Minister, the outreach by
Mr. Singh i being appre
ciated by all commumnitics
and the recent incidents
could be an amtempt 10 in-
stizane unrest in the Sane.
“There is speculation

that the violence is being
instigated. The Chicf Minis
ter wisited Senapati dis
trict, a Naga-dominated
area. To reach there, he
crossed Kangpokpd, a Kuki-
#o area, probably one of
the first from the Meitei
community o do so. A day
ago, he visied Ukhml to
meet members of Naga
community and also
stopped at a Kuki village.
He may soon wisit Chura-
chandpur, | have been
there thrice,” the Depury
Chief Minister told The
Hindu.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Renewed violence in Manipur since April 7,
including five killings (two children among
victims).

No arrests so far, indicating gaps in policing
and investigation.

Prolonged blockade of the Bishnupur-
Churachandpur road has restricted movement
of security forces and investigators from
National Investigation Agency.

Ethnic clashes between Naga and Kuki groups
in Ukhrul; use of automatic weapons
suspected.

Disruption of essential supplies to hill districts;
rerouting through neighbouring states.
Political outreach by the Chief Minister aimed
at reconciliation amid fragile peace.

Key Points

Law & Order Crisis: Multiple killings without
arrests » erosion of state authority.

Ethnic Faultlines: Continued tensions among
Meitei, Kuki-Zo, and Naga communities.
Security Concerns: Use of sophisticated arms
suggests militant involvement.
Administrative Challenges: Road blockades
affecting governance, logistics, and
investigation.

Centre-State Dynamics: NIA involvement
highlights central intervention in internal
security.

Humanitarian Impact: Supply disruptions
affecting livelihoods and essential services.

Static Linkages

Article 355: Duty of Union to protect States
against internal disturbance.

Seventh Schedule: “Public Order” and “Police”
under State List.

NIA Act, 2008: Central agency jurisdiction over
scheduled offences.

AFSPA: Special powers in disturbed areas
(Northeast context).

Historical roots of ethnic conflicts: identity,
land, autonomy demands.

Internal security framework: role of
intelligence, coordination, and border
management.

Critical Analysis
Key Issues

Failure of Deterrence: No arrests despite
repeated incidents » weak enforcement.
Governance Deficit: Blockades indicate limited
administrative reach.

Ethnic Polarization: Risk of long-term
fragmentation of society.

Operational Constraints: Restricted access for
NIA and security forces.

Arms Proliferation: Increased lethality of
conflicts.

Broader Implications

Undermines rule of law and constitutional
governance.

Threatens national security due to proximity to
international borders.

Hampers socio-economic development in
already vulnerable regions.

Way Forward

Restore road connectivity through
coordinated security operations.
Time-bound investigation with accountability
mechanisms.

Strengthen intelligence and inter-agency
coordination.

Initiate structured peace dialogue among
communities.

Enhance development and state presence in
remote areas.

Curb illegal arms flow through stronger border
control.

Use constitutional provisions for better
Centre-State cooperation.



cnmpuany
Shorily after comingacross  fwhich ceased
asocial media post abowt a in December 2025 follow-

Lischeann ard Azsgarhidn  eralors orrtificate) starved
Uttar Pradesh, Vaibtor Tri  Lucknow-Azamgarh
hi

eravelled By air, 1o their
home town. hwmﬂm
b s birehay gt 3

rme of grainude So m.
years she spent doing 034
. inchuding woekdng 35
farm Labosarer, bo fand his
eduzation at an Indusaral

wene betwoen 11500 and  operational in Umar Fra- a8 wisg ssd 3 prayers view et

H
i the airpory, However, Sight  told Parlisment in Febru.  Sabbu on Decessber 4, practice and cornsption
. operations ape yettabepn.  ary this yar. 0. Sor mdcadiog opis” ald

However, when Tripathi  link key cities with Luck-  lwnch. 0 is painful” he  We Bave
stamed booking for tickets,  now's Chamdhary Charan  said.
o find  Singh nunnnlm.l -
that thony wory no svails  port, which offers conno.  bad
bie fiights - not just for m‘lrlanm(mnar nued In Rovember 2024
that day or week bet the  the ountry and

i et
UDAN scheme

Anmgeh aiport, deve:
loped undet the Centres el By Lk,

Regional  Connect
Scheme (RC5)- UDAN (U thom as ltcums dowmthe tra- 146
Deh K Ass Magik) el tee and rosd com-
scheme, wasopened i the  merelated

mmmwwnmt

Later that manth
ramed FyBiE
operations.

Waiting for another take-off

l rver the past fiew years, several airpons have been inougarated across second- and thindaber
et e gy of the it op-

cquesstions et planndng. viabiey and the gap between infra expansion and sustained services

were "Baskc: The isue of underas
under the VAN sheme to oraned within mosths of  needs o be tresgshenond. Lok Sabha statement b bt haa spariad 3

asiffincisoartop  fomos o restrics thoadrport e imdeement of public

crations, otherwise the  operations, at prescnl, 10 moncy and bong o re-

¢ will be waited”  Flying Training Organisa

‘mmnrm ;.p daptine rowry clowres ld Saharanges MP i ton scthition”,
MrpoeL. of the Congres:.

sieoman from
badmvomdmblum i the airport inMeerut,  thvsed in December 3004 desh deserves a measured,

¥
I Sabiranpur, the Seport  house, and s malssensnce,  berges jusch a8 pooe vidbl  cal

cities in LI Bowever, operations at a number of these siopped within weeks of lumeh, prompung ™"

e S— alrports are

ol Farty (S} spokesper-
son. Salim sakd the Sate

e the people of Ustar fra-

operid
Arammgash aispent for a e
days i 024, 35 It did 3

10 asess the  Hiweves headded the Ut pubbc debae, with Oppo. ot o FiyBig, bt s wetr 3004,

L ‘Dperational, vet
“The ke cfunderutl  The Kubinagar Bserns-  rak
The service was discon:  lsed aiports In Uit Pre  thoeal Alrport, built M a

Iy 3 rusway, Ly, oesl dee 10 operatioea] chal  facibased and pecpolis. g in Dciober
i ——— ¥

ity Al travel ks an casy o was developed ata cost of  repair and overhaul faciliy iy and daytime choure of  publkc money and dong:  tsiooe ghven the town's

the Lucknow alrport for  terms regional  develop
¥ cieg
rendrn Modi inusperated  of State for Cvil Avrion,  the Minisier 1ol e Lok Naser Salis, the Sumagwar

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Several airports developed under the UDAN
(Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik) in Uttar Pradesh
have become non-operational soon after their
launch.

Airports such as Azamgarh, Moradabad,
Chitrakoot, Shravasti and Saharanpur are
either closed or yet to see regular commercial
operations.

Private airline FlyBig, which operated initial
regional routes, ceased operations in 2025,
disrupting connectivity.

Around 8 out of 17 technically operational
airports in the State are currently not handling
flights.

The issue has triggered debate on planning
efficiency and utilisation of public funds.

Key Points

UDAN launched in 2016 under the Ministry of
Civil Aviation to promote affordable regional
air connectivity.
Objective: operationalise unserved and
underserved airports.
Financial mechanism:
o Viability Gap Funding (VGF) to airlines
o Fare caps for passengers (affordability)
State government support:
o Reduced VAT on ATF (*1%)
o Free/low-cost land and security support
Key issues observed:
o Low passenger load factors - poor
commercial viability
o Inadequate route planning and demand
assessment
o Airline financial instability and exit
o Infrastructure constraints (visibility,
runway timing, maintenance)
Outcome: Several airports remain “operational
on paper” but inactive in reality
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Critical Analysis
Positives
* Improves regional connectivity and
accessibility
* Promotes tourism and local economic
activity
* Reduces travel time and logistics costs
e Supports balanced regional
development
Concerns
* Weak demand estimation leading to
unviable routes
e High dependence on subsidies - fiscal
sustainability concerns
¢ Airline exits causing discontinuity in
services
* Infrastructure creation without demand
ecosystem
* Risk of “white elephant” assets and sunk
costs
e Political signalling vs economic
rationality

Way Forward

e Undertake rigorous techno-economic
feasibility studies before project
approval

e Shift to demand-driven and cluster-
based connectivity planning

e Develop supporting ecosystems
(tourism circuits, industrial hubs)

e Strengthen multimodal integration
(road, rail connectivity)

* Introduce performance-based
incentives and accountability for
airlines

e Upgrade infrastructure (navigation aids,
night landing facilities)

¢ |Institutionalise periodic review and
rationalisation of routes



‘Nuclear plants require lifetime commitment’

acoh K
NEW DELH]

As India opens is nuclear
power sector o private
participation  under the
newly enacted SHANTI
Act, former regulators of
the nuclear energy esta-
blishment and policy vete-
rans said that nuclear pow-
er required “lifetime
commitment,” and main-
talning “financial security™
to aCccount for “waste man-
agement, seftlement of
claims (caused by radia-
tion), and decommission-
ing {muclear power plants).

The Sustainable Har-
nessing and Advancement
of Nuclear Energy for
Transforming India
(SHANTI) Act, 2025, as the
government has articulat-
ed repeatedly, is w help In-
dia ralse its installed nu-
clear power capacity from
the existing 8.7 gigawatt
(GW) 10 100 GW by 2047,
Unlike the previous half
century, it hopes 1o
achieve this by allowing, in
theory, private companies
W run nuclear power
plants and harness foreign

The SHANTI Act reflacts the:
effort to modernise the laws.
gowverning the nuclear sector.

funds for the purpose. Ravi
Grover, member, Atomic
Energy Commission and
veteran nuclear engineer,
at a talk in New Delhi on
Saturday, said the SHANTI
Act clearly prescribed du-
thes and labilithes that pow-
er plant operators must
adhere to, whether in the
private or public sector,
“The prime responsibil-
ity for safety, security and
safeguards lies with the li-
censee..Section 10 of the
Act clearly and transpa-
rently spells out what a

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e Parliament enacted the SHANTI Act, 2025 to
reform India’s nuclear energy sector.

e Aim: Increase nuclear power capacity from ~8.7
GW to 100 GW by 2047 (aligned with long-term
energy transition goals).

e Major shift: Opening nuclear power generation
to private sector participation and enabling
foreign investment.

e Trigger: Need for clean, reliable baseload
power and meeting climate commitments
(NDCs).

Key Points

* Private Sector Entry:

newcomer to the sector
should know...there is no
place for indulging in regu-
latory tricks. No one can
fudge the half life of a ra-
diolsotope. If it 13 30 years,
it remains 30 years” he
=aid

Rajan Raghavan, vice-
president, Tata Consulting
Engineers Ltd., who repre-
sented Indian private sec-
tor companies interested
in expanding their pre-
sence in India's nuclear
power sector, said four
priorities shaped invest-
ment decisions: site selec-
tion, affordable technolo-
BYs government
hand-holding, and tarifl
wviability.

¥
The 700 MW indigenous
pressurised  heavy-water
reactor, Mr. Raghavan said,
which the Nuclear Power
Corperation of India Ltd.
(NPCIL) — a public sector
company which is the sole
operator of nuclear plants
= plans to deploy in fleet
mode over the next 10 to 12
years, was the "natural

choice™,
The 2200 MW design,
though indigenous, was fi-

nalised 15 years ago and
would need substantial re-
work to meet current regu-
latory and safety bench-
marks,

Foreign reactors, he
cautioned, came with pro-
hibitive costs and lengthy
design-validation timelines
for Indian conditions -
“two 1o three years™ before
construction could even
begin.

Legal framework
Former Atomic  Energy
Regulatory Board Chair-
man. LK. Shukla offered
the regulator’s view, argu-
ing that the SHANTI Act fi-
nally provided a “unified
legal framework”™ that sep-
arated control regulation
from safety regulation - a
clarity that was implicit
carlier only because every
player sat within the De-
partment of Atomic Ener-
BY.

With private entitles en-
tering, he warned that is-
sues previously considered
minor would now become
major. A central concern
Mr. Shukla flagged was the
lifetime commitment of

o Private entities can own/operate nuclear
plants under licensing framework.

Liability & Responsibility:

o Licensee bears primary responsibility for:

Safety, security, safeguards

Waste management
Radiation damage compensation
Decommissioning

Lifetime Commitment Clause:

o Mandatory design support throughout
plant life cycle.

Periodic Safety Review:

o Every 10 years, plants must meet updated

safety standards.
Technology Choice:

o Indigenous 700 MW PHWRs preferred (fleet
deployment model).
o Foreign reactors - high cost + long

validation period.

e Regulatory Clarity:

o Separation of operational control and
safety regulation.

Investment Drivers:

o Site suitability, technology cost,
government support, tariff viability.

nuclear operation  de
mands. The Act, he noted,
now required licensees to @
“maintain design support
throughout the lifetime of
the facility” - a require-
ment far weightier for nu-
clear than for other power
planis, given the longer op-
erating life. Every 10 years,
operators must undertake
a periodic safety review to

Static Linkages

d li i
wﬁ]ﬁmﬁﬁ::ﬂﬁonm;:;;ﬁ e Atomic Energy Act, 1962 - Central
standards.

government control over nuclear energy.
Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act,
2010:
o Operator liability + limited supplier
liability (right of recourse).
India’s Three-Stage Nuclear Programme:
o Stage 1: PHWRs (Natural Uranium)
o Stage 2: Fast Breeder Reactors
o Stage 3: Thorium-based reactors
Nuclear energy - low carbon, high energy
density source.
e Half-life principle » determines radioactive
hazard duration.
¢ India under IAEA safeguards (select civilian
facilities).
¢ Nuclear waste - requires deep geological
disposal.
Critical Analysis
Advantages
* Boosts energy security and reduces fossil fuel
dependence.
* Supports net-zero targets and climate
commitments.
e Brings private capital, efficiency, and innovation.
e Reduces burden on Nuclear Power Corporation of
India Ltd. monopoly.
Challenges
e High capital cost & long gestation period.
* Ensuring nuclear safety with private players.
e Liability and insurance complexities.
* Dependence on foreign technology risks design
continuity.
* Long-term radioactive waste management
burden.
Concerns Raised
e “Lifetime commitment” nature of nuclear sector.
* Need for continuous design capability for
upgrades.
* Risk of profit vs safety trade-offs.

“How do you modify or
incorporate the new safety °
upgrade if vou do not have
the full-fledged design in-
formation and capability?”
he sabd, polnting out that
changes to one system can
cascade adversely through
others.

Design integrity must be
preserved throughout the @
plant’s life, he stressed,
“whether technology is de-
veloped within the country
or itis imported” - a point-
ed caution for private
players contemplating fo-
reign reactor imports with
out securing longterm dee @

i support

Way Forward

e Establish independent statutory nuclear
regulator.

e Strengthen liability regime clarity for investors.
* Promote indigenous technologies (PHWRs, SMRs).
e Develop long-term nuclear waste disposal policy.
e Ensure PPP models with risk-sharing frameworks.
e Enhance human resource and R&D ecosystem.
e Build public trust through transparency.




Delimitation — a case of to be or not to be

special sesshon of Parliament to
consider the Constinution (Liist
Amendment) Bill, 2026 - and also the
Unian Territories Laws (Amendment)
Eill, 2006, and the Delimitation Bill, 2036 - for
readjustment of Lok Sabha and
Assembly seats across the couniry and
implementation of reservation of seats for
weimsen i Lk Sabha and Legishatioe Assemblies
{linking it to propased fresh delimitation for
which there was a sepasate Delimication Bill)
ended in a spectaculir way. The proposed
delimication was v reallocate the rumber of Lok
Sabha and State Legisktive Assembly seats
ammgsum{amunmﬁmuwlesuim

bnuml.snbdeadlmruuumny hased on data
from the 3011 Census. The total number of Lak
Sabha seats was proposed 1 be increased to 850,

Thee speecial session was convened at a time when
electioneering for the ongoing Legislative

Assermbly elections ks 3t its peak in West Bengal

and Tamil Madu, which did not go down well a
all with several Opposition parties,

Law and

Ambches 82 and 170 (3) of the Constituwtion require
a readjustmens of the number of Lok Sabha and
Assembly seats in each State and the
exteny/boundary of every constitwency, after
each Census. The fira delimitarion exereise in
independent India was carried out in 1950-51 by
the Election Commission of India, n consultation
with Pariamentary Advisory Committees
established for various States. As the delimitation
exercise could not await the completion of the
1951 Census, ghen the urgency of conducting
elections at the carlicst, the first delimitation was
based on estimated population figures, as of
Ntarch 1, 1950, a5 provided by the Census
Comumissioner.

Adber the completion of the first general
election, & fresh delimitation did take place based
om the 1951 Census as per the mandate of Articles
82 ard 170, Subsequently, readjustment of
constituencies, bath in terms of number and
boundary, was carried out after the Census in
B and 1971, The deEmitation based on the 1571
Census was completed In 1976, Subsequently, the
Forty-Second Amendment of the Constitution of
Enclia frevee further delimitation untl the Censis

£

K. Wilfred
Fastma Senicr
Prircigal Secretary
of the Election
Commiiiaen of india

The
clelimitation
debate ralses
questions on
FepTeseniatom
amd equity

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e Special session of Parliament discussed:

o Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026

of 2001. The tenparary freese on delimitation
was introduced in the context of

that the growth of popilation acrods different
with migration from one

conirol measures actively promated by the indir

Ganchi government. [t was Entended to ensune

that States sucoessfully carbing population

growth were not disadvamaged in terms of

represeniation in Palla.monlmSwel.tgishllw
hlies due 1o lower po

place o anather - especially rural to urban
migration - "have resulted in varying density of
populaibon in ebecioral constimuencies™; ihe Bill
sought 1o address this issue. Ironically, for
bu'lrudng ahout parity In population amang

ies, both intra- Szate and inter-States,

while
Seates with higher papalation growth did not gain
a gorresponding increase in seats,

The Bssue of population growth

The temparary freeze on delimitation ended in
2001, Howeever, the govermment ksl by Atal Bihari
Vajpavee a1 the time decided that it was
no:mlm-lhcfrmnmﬂ-num]mnlu:mn
thie Lok Sabha and State Legis!

mc population figures of the 2001 Census were 1o
e adopéed - this means that the base data to be
wsed fior course correction of updating would
have been 15 year-old population Fgures.

Looking ahead
Tivere is nodhing 1o suggest tha i has
cither stopped or slowed gince 7011, ar thas

ﬂn‘wmmwtdctdcdlum the territories

of constifeenches to enswre inter g2 parity interms | no

of population across them, s this balance had
bmnd.rsrumedkﬂsmrboddmw large-scale
internal mlnl'ideﬂ of people in seasch of
employment and IM-o-dsMJB'I Tothis
end, ﬂwmmhlmlnwuwwmamm
In order 1o provide that territories of the
constituendces would be resdjusted on the basis
of the 2001 Census figures without aliering the
mumsber of Lok Sabha or Assenbly seats,

The Statemsent of Oljects and Reasons in the
Billl for the Constitution (Eighty-founth
Amendment) Act, 200, inter alic, stated thas, in
wiew of the piwrssndhmﬂy planning

parts of thy
the gavernment - under the National Population
Policy sirategy = decided 10 extend the freeze on
undertaking fresh delimization up o the year
2026, This was Intendid a5 4 mothational
mwrlnmabkﬁm:mmmmwmﬂm
pursuing the geal of population

P roweth s
across all regions. Against this backdrop, there is
that co ches based

o the 2001 Census would stard the test of parity
of uniformity in terms of population - and, by
extension, in the electorate - a1 the point when
th exercise would have been

compl
I was quice likely than when constinencles ase

finally carved out 2 couple of vears down the line,
marry of them would exhibit clear and evidemt
realtime disparities when compared with the
principles set out in the Statement of Ohjects and

Reeasones of the present R,

Artiche 812) of the Constination provides tha
cach State shall be allotted Lok Sabha seats in
such a manper that the ratio of seats 1o
population, as far as practicable, remains the

same across all States.

There is no dispute that the letter of this
Arthele andy refers to populathon as a eriterion.
Flowcwr Ilwlakgibruidcr\tw there would

Therefore, the apparent thinking at lltupnlnt
of time was tha popalation growith would
stabilize across all States within the next 25 years.
As per the pronisions of Articles B2 and 17003, a8
amended in 2001 by the Eighty Fourth
Amendment Act, the freeze on further
delimitation i 1o be in place until the population
Bgures of the frst Cersus 1o be taken after 2006
are published, In fact, 3 new national Censis
(zgainst the delayed 3021 Census) i under way.
The S1atement of Objects and Reasons of the
current Delimitation Bill, 2026, inter alia, noted

o Delimitation Bill, 2026
* Proposalincluded:
o Increasing Lok Sabha seats to ~850

o Linking women’s reservation with fresh

I the Constiution 1o

s.lmmmcsmcslummlhrlrmuf

parliamentary represemation.
mhmmpumuaddmnml

may also be

Mumlm rlumbcrlﬂ'muturmod
1o increass dgnificantly this ime, unlike the

relatively modest/nominal increases in earlier
exercises. After all, States are the companen

units

s will

oaly sirengthen the Unlon.

Uniea. Strong

The wiews expressed aee personal

Static Linkages

“One person, one vote, one value” principle
Federalism - balance between states
Constitutional amendment procedure (special
majority)

delimitation ¢ Census and its governance role
o Redrawing constituencies based on 2011 ¢ Population stabilisation policy (NPP 2000)
Census * Representation in democracy

e The Constitutional Amendment Bill failed to

secure 2/3rd majority » reform stalled.

Key Points

e Delimitation: Redrawing of electoral
constituencies.

e Articles Involved:

o Article 82 - Lok Sabha delimitation

o Article 170(3) -

State Assemblies

o Article 81 - Seat allocation principle

¢ Amendments:

o 42nd Amendment (1976) - Freeze till 2001 °

o 84th Amendment (2001) -» Freeze extended

till 2026

e Basis of Current Proposal:
o 2011 Census (not latest)

* Reason for Freeze:
o Encourage population control

¢ Delimitation Commission:
o Independent, quasi-judicial body
o Orders final and not challengeable in court J

e Core lIssue:

o Conflict between population-based
representation vs federal balance

Critical Analysis
Positives:

Corrects unequal population representation
Reflects demographic changes
Enables women’s reservation implementation

Concerns:

Use of outdated Census data (2011)
Penalises states with low population growth
Risk of regional imbalance (North vs South)
Weakens cooperative federalism

Political timing affects legitimacy

Way Forward

Conduct delimitation after latest Census
Use composite criteria (population +
development indicators)

Ensure federal consultation & consensus
Strengthen independent Delimitation
Commission

Decouple women’s reservation from
delimitation delays



India must move from fossil fuel o
avoid amplifving imported inflation

hile India’s March retail inflation, at
w 34%, rose marginally from Fe
bruary's 3.2%, this increase is decep-
tively benign. This is evident from the upward
pressure on the Wholesale Price Index (WPI),
which climbed to a 38-month high of 3.88% in
March. Itis important to note that while the Con-
sumer Price Index (CP1) has transitioned toa new
base year of 2024, the WPI continues to use the
201112 base year, a divergence that must be kept
in mind when interpreting the karest inflation da-
ta. While the March CPI appears comfortably
within the REI's 4%-6% tolerance band, the read-
ing masks a far more complex build-up of pres-
sures driven primarily by rising input costs, espe-
cially fuel prices. WPI inflation rose from aboit
2.4% in February to 3.88% in March, indicating a
sharp month-on-month acceleration in whole-
sale price pressures, This has found only muted
reflection in food prices, with the Consumer
Food Price Index (CFPI) rising moderately from
roughly 3.4% in February to about 3.8% in March,
Several factors are driving this divergence,
chief amaong them the rupee’s precipitous depre-
ciation of about 2.5%-3% against the U.S. dollar.
Given that crude oil and gas are globally traded in
dollars, this has amplified imported inflation.
The U.S.-Israeli war on Iran has disrupted supply
chains for these critical fuels, pushing up global
prices and transmitting inflationary pressures
across economies, The rupee’s depreciation has
also raised the cost of impornts, including fertiliz-
ers, plastics, and petrochemical products, which
are key to pharmaceuticals, textiles and automo-
biles. While many firms have absorbed these
costs, this may not be sustainable. At the same
time, the contraction in exports (down about
3%-4% year-on-year) and imports (down about
3%-6% YoY) in March is not indicative of weaken-
ing demand alone, but of war-induced supply dis-
ruptions. In response, exporters — particularly
MSMEs = are redirecting output to the domestic
market, alded by policy relaxations that allow
greater domestic sales from export-oriented un-
its. This is creating localised supply gluts, delay-
ing price pass-through even as producer marging
compress due to rising input costs. The resultis a
temporary suppression of CPL As these pres-
sures unwind, inflation is likely to rise even as
growth slows - pointing not to stability but 1o
emerging stagflationary risks. The IMF's Latest
World Economic Outlook flags rising global re-
cession risks and trims India’s FY27 gmwth fore-
cast to around 6.2%. The REI, too, has echoed
these concerns. This complex challenge under-
scores the vulnerability of oil-import-dependent
economies. It also presents an opportunity for In-
dia to accelerate its shift to renewable energy.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e |ndia’s CPI inflation increased marginally to
3.4% in March, remaining within the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) tolerance band (4% * 2%).

* |n contrast, WPI inflation surged to 3.88%, a
38-month high, indicating rising producer-side
price pressures.

e Divergence due to different base years: CPI
(2024) vs WPI (2011-12).

* Rupee depreciation (~2.5-3%) and global
disruptions (West Asia tensions) have
increased imported inflation, especially fuel.

e The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has
flagged global slowdown risks and moderated
India’s growth outlook.

Key Points
e CPI-WPI Divergence:
o CPIreflects consumer prices, WPI reflects
input/producer costs.
o Rising WPI with stable CPI indicates lagged
transmission of inflation.
* Nature of Inflation:
o Predominantly cost-push inflation driven
by fuel and input costs.

o Imported inflation due to rupee depreciation
(higher cost of dollar-denominated imports).

e Sectoral Impact:

o Higher costs of crude oil, fertilizers,
petrochemicals affect:
= Manufacturing (automobiles, textiles)
= Pharmaceuticals
= Agriculture (input costs)
Temporary Suppression of CPI:
o Export slowdown » MSMEs divert goods to
domestic markets - local supply glut.
o Firms absorbing costs -» delayed pass-through
to consumers.
Macroeconomic Risk:
o Emerging stagflation risk (rising inflation +
slowing growth).

Static Linkages

Inflation types: Demand-pull vs Cost-push
Inflation Targeting Framework (RBI Act, 1934
amended in 2016)

Exchange rate depreciation » imported inflation
Stagflation (1970s oil crisis example)

India’s crude oil import dependence (~85%)
Monetary policy tools: Repo rate, CRR, SLR

Critical Analysis
Positives

CPI within RBI band » short-term macroeconomic
stability

Domestic supply increase » temporary inflation
control

Concerns

Rising WPI - future CPI escalation (pipeline
inflation)

High external dependence - vulnerability to
global shocks

Rupee depreciation » amplifies imported inflation
MSME margin compression - investment and
employment risks

Possibility of stagflation complicates policy
response

Way Forward

Accelerate renewable energy transition to reduce
oil dependence

Strengthen domestic manufacturing and supply
chains

Calibrated monetary policy balancing growth and
inflation

Build strategic reserves (oil, fertilizers)

Provide targeted support to MSMEs

Improve data consistency (harmonisation of base
years)



Costs and wages

Governments must not view labour
unrest as a law-and-order problem

he ongoing factory workers' protests in

Noida's industrial belt are one of the lar-

gest industrial labour mobilisations in re-
cent times. Violence has been documented as
well: stone-pelting and anempits to breach police
barricades, as well as a brutal police lathicharge.
After Haryana hiked wages for workers by 35%
following protests in Faridabad, Gurugram, and
Manesar, workers in Noida realised that their
own wages were lower, a situation exacerbated
by the pinch in LPG supplies. Trade unions have
demanded 218,000 w ¥25,000 a month - which
the Uttar Pradesh government’s interim hike of
around 21% did not meet = and fixed working
hours and holidays and overtime pay. The new
Labour Codes that the Union government en-
forced from late 2025 allow a 12-hour single work-
day and specify wage floors but not actual wages,
leaving them to the States. As a result, the Codes
have allowed employers in certain States 1o ex-
tract more work from the longer workday at or
near the statutory minimum pay. The share of
contract kabour in the formal manufacturing sec-
tor in India is the highest since 1987-58, Ironically,
the provisions of the Labour Codes encourage
the sector 1w persist with contract labour rather
than appreciate job security, while also imposing
limits on worker strikes, These, together with the
energy crisis and increasing food prices, predpi-
tated the protests.

In 2024, the Samsung workers® strike in Sripe-
rumbudur, Tamil Nadu, was similarly over low
wages, unpaid overtime, and the company’s refu-
sal to recognise unions. More recently, workers at
the IOCL Panipat refinery went on strike de-
manding an eight-hour workday, better wages,
and safier working conditions, as did workers at
the NTPC plant in Patram, and Adani’s Raikheda
plant in Raipur. This is practically a wave in the
Labour Codes regime, showing that labour rights
are paper tigers - exacerbated by Yogi Aditya-
nath’s claim that the protests were a conspiracy,
followed by the interim hike. A worker who
spends one-sixth of his monthly income on cook-
ing costs alone does not need to be radicalised 1o
understand that his wage is insufficient. Further,
neither the State nor the Centre responded sub-
stantively o residential societies barring domes-
tic workers who had joined the protests by dis-
playing their photographs at the gates — a serious
civil rights infraction. The Indian Labour Confe-
rence has not convened since 2015, and the
Codes were passed without the tripartite consul-
tation that it would have facilitated. The solution
1o the agitation, in sum, is simple: institute hu-
mane working hours and wages, and instinute ge-
nuine labour reform that is well enforced. The
problem only looks complicated because the go-
vernment is dragging its feet.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Large-scale industrial labour protests in Noida

demanding higher wages, better working
conditions, and job security.

Triggered by inter-state wage disparity after
wage hike in Haryana and rising cost of living
(food, LPG).

Linked to implementation concerns of new
Labour Codes (operationalised from 2025).
Similar labour unrest seen across industrial
centres (electronics, energy, manufacturing
sectors).

Key Points

Workers demanded ¥18,000-325,000/month;
state hike (~21%) inadequate.

Demand for 8-hour workday, overtime pay,
and paid leave.

Labour Codes allow flexible work hours (up to
12 hours/day) with weekly cap.

Centre fixes wage floor, States determine
actual minimum wages.

Increased thresholds for layoffs/closures »
reduces job security.

Mandatory notice period restricts immediate
strikes.

e Rising share of contract labour in formal
manufacturing (PLFS, Economic Survey
trends).

* Inflation (CPI) eroding real wages - key trigger
of unrest.

e Lack of tripartite consultation; Indian Labour
Conference inactive since 2015.

Static Linkages

e Article 19(1)(c): Right to form
associations/unions

e Article 21: Right to livelihood (judicial
interpretation)

e Article 43: Living wage, decent standard of life

e Article 42: Just and humane working conditions

* Minimum Wages Act, Factories Act, Industrial
Disputes Act » subsumed into Labour Codes

* Real vs Nominal Wages (NCERT
Macroeconomics)

e Informalisation of labour (Economic Survey,
PLFS)

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Simplification of labour laws into 4 codes (PRS
India).
e Flexibility may boost investment and
manufacturing competitiveness.
e Wage floor ensures minimum protection.
Concerns
e Longer work hours risk exploitation.
e Weakening of collective bargaining (strike
restrictions).
e Growth of contract labour - job insecurity.
* |nter-state wage competition » downward
pressure on wages.
* Implementation and enforcement gaps.

Way Forward

* Revive tripartite consultation (Indian Labour
Conference).

e Shift from minimum wage - living wage
framework.

e Strict enforcement of 8-hour work norm with
overtime compliance.

* Regulate contract labour; promote
formalisation.

* Index wages to inflation (CPI-linked revision).

e Strengthen labour inspection using digital
tools.

e Ensure balance between ease of doing
business and labour welfare.



In BJP’s bills, federalism & nationalism,
notnaarishakti, were atstake
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
¢ A Constitution Amendment Bill proposing 33%
reservation for women in legislatures, along
with expansion of seats and fresh delimitation,
failed to secure the required special majority in
Parliament.
* The proposal triggered political contestation
as it linked women'’s reservation with

delimitation, raising concerns of regional

fora lasger purpose which many

imbalance and federal tensions.

e Southern states expressed apprehension
about a possible decline in representation due
to population-based seat redistribution.

Key Points
e \Women’s Reservation

o 33% reservation in Lok Sabha and State

Assemblies.

o Rotation of constituencies proposed.

e Delimitation Issue

o To be conducted after census - linked with

population changes.
o Likely to benefit states with higher
population growth.

e Legislative Expansion
o Increase in total seats to improve
representation.

o May reduce constituency size but not

necessarily improve governance.
* Federal Concerns

o Southern states penalised despite better

population control.

o Raises issues of equity vs equality in

representation.
e Political Dimension

o Lack of consensus despite broad support

for women’s reservation.

o Accusations of using gender justice for

political objectives.

irecéthe conmestehat Besaniead.

Tha writer, based'in Pune,
tacaght Foitical Science

Static Linkages

Article 81 - Composition of Lok Sabha
Article 82 - Readjustment after Census
(Delimitation)

Article 170 - State Legislative Assemblies
42nd Amendment Act (1976) — Freeze on
delimitation

84th Amendment Act (2001) -
till 2026

Basic Structure Doctrine — Federalism
(Kesavananda Bharati case)

73rd & 74th Amendments - Women’s
reservation in local bodies

Freeze extended

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Enhances women’s political participation.
Legislative expansion may improve
accessibility of representatives.
Long-pending reform towards inclusive
democracy.

Issues

Linking with delimitation complicates
implementation.

Potential North-South divide in political
representation.

Rotation system weakens accountability and
continuity.

Perceived politicisation of constitutional
reform.

Risk to cooperative federalism.

Stakeholder Viewpoints

Women groups: Support reservation but
oppose delay.

Southern states: Seek protection of
representation.

Political parties: Divided due to electoral
implications.

Way Forward

Decouple women’s reservation from
delimitation.
Build political consensus via parliamentary
mechanisms.
Ensure federal consultation before major
structural reforms.
Consider alternatives:

o Party-level reservation in tickets

o Gradual implementation without rotation
Maintain balance between representation and
federal equity.



Meghalaya's response to crisis in
classroom is worth learning from

Sw.-!m SAXENA
AND SAMPATH
Kumar

CRISIS 15 unfolding in class-

rooms worldwide. The World

Bank states that nearly 70 per

cent of children in low- and

middle-income  countries
(LMIC) cannot read a simiple text by age 10,
pointing to deeper failures beyond school-
ing. Literacy ts mot bullt in classmooms sluﬂ.e
but inearlyyears,

Care Frnmework also emphasise five inte-
e pillars: Good health, adequate nutri-
thom, responsive caregiving, security and
safiy, and opporenities for early leaming.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

The World Bank (Learning Poverty Report)
highlights that nearly 70% of children in LMICs
cannot read a simple text by age 10, indicating
a foundational learning crisis.

Shift in policy discourse from school-based
learning to early childhood development
(ECD).

India is strengthening early childhood
platforms like Anganwadis under schemes
such as ICDS and Poshan Abhiyaan.
Meghalaya has implemented an integrated
Early Childhood Development (ECD) Mission
with a focus on convergence of services.
Introduction of Guide for Monitoring Child
Development (GMCD) for early identification
of developmental delays.

Key Points

Early childhood (0-6 years) is critical for
cognitive, emotional, and physical
development.

Scientific evidence (Harvard Center on the
Developing Child):

o Brain development is cumulative and
sequential, with maximum growth in early
years.

Learning poverty linked to early deficits in
nutrition, caregiving, and stimulation.
Nurturing Care Framework (WHO-UNICEF-
World Bank) identifies 5 pillars:

Health

Nutrition

Responsive caregiving
Safety and security

o Early learning opportunities

O O O o

Meghalaya Model

Targets children aged 1-42 months

Uses non-clinical, caregiver-based assessment
approach

Involves frontline workers: ASHA, ANM,
Anganwadi workers

Promotes community participation and
decentralisation

Outcomes

~80% children: No developmental delay
~12%: Require follow-up intervention
Focus on early detection + low-cost home-
based intervention

Significance

Enhances human capital formation
Reduces intergenerational poverty
Improves education outcomes (FLN)
Aligns with NEP 2020 and SDG 4 (Quality
Education)

Static Linkages

Article 21A - Right to Education

Article 45 - Early childhood care and
education

Directive Principles - Article 39(f)

Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS)
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 -
Foundational Literacy & Numeracy

Poshan Abhiyaan

Human Capital Formation (Economics -
NCERT)

Demographic Dividend

73rd Constitutional Amendment -
Decentralisation

Behavioural aspects of development (NCERT
Psychology)

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Holistic governance approach integrating
health, nutrition, and education
Evidence-based policymaking using
neuroscience

Early intervention - high returns (Economic
Survey, Heckman Curve)

Decentralised implementation improves
outreach

Strengthens community participation and
accountability



Challenges

Capacity constraints of Anganwadi and
frontline workers

Uneven inter-state implementation
Persistent malnutrition, anaemia, and health
gaps

Weak data monitoring and evaluation systems
Limited budgetary allocation to early
childhood sector

Issues

Fragmentation across ministries (Health, WCD,
Education)

Urban-rural and regional disparities

Low awareness among caregivers

Trust deficit in public health systems

Way Forward

Universalise ECCE under NEP 2020 with strong
institutional support

Strengthen Anganwadi infrastructure, training,
and incentives

Ensure convergence across ministries and
schemes

Scale up best practices like Meghalaya ECD
model

Increase public expenditure on health and
nutrition

Integrate digital monitoring systems (real-time
tracking)

Promote community-based behavioural
change communication (BCC)

Focus on maternal health and nutrition as
foundation




Public communication must not
become political messaging

umsu&:wmmmW.astmpkwm
( \ ntsmay
mlmanilmmaﬂhlmdmemwthm machinery
emnct'bmnlolnﬂummdmw competithon, the Eair-

nﬁsddcmmcyimﬂmlntommn

digial gov
R.r‘\MISI! g Welfare fary data-
CHENNITHALA  bases, SMS giteways, and msss messaging plitforms were de-
slm:d.&omwv:a'rmdﬁrv\m 'HWE{ nnsward'm
AT yma. Acrosst

nﬂldx]mmmu aly by usedLn

wanys that resermbble political messaging. Dnman:h?.tbe Kerala
High (kourtt'xamllwd the Chief Minister's Office sending bulk

da-
u\ham[aanw1
ms umwm e hread of the Ke-
the mational bevel.

JnMnn:hzuM mcﬂecdmmmbslonolllmadh'mm
o halt bulk the
wmmnn:m wwmemmnmmwmwrs
from the Pr
:mmmmmmmmimmwsm
v Centre shows, etween wand April 2024,

memqunammnsmmmnupammm&,whuellmgm-
ermument’s Central Bureaw of Communication spent roughly Rs
ﬂmpmmm'rgoﬁdslpmmnm

\\\\\ and politics, G Rk
um«dmtdabunymmmhorsmmwandmmdh
atminimal cost — anadvantage noopposition party of indepen-
dent formation can match. This creates astructural imbalance.
nunnmearvnu u.!akznmlnnly. by illegzal actions: mey -'ue
wedwhe titihe playi
“Theconcer i vh jcation infrastructure

inbe-

¥
payes While infi i baut public pro-

Governments resen
today possess  tion, particularly chose toelections. mises troubling questions.

an India has faced these concems before. in the 2015 Commion

Caacse v Urtfovr of i case, SC1abd down gubdelines o prevent

un]ll_mm:lcnmd taxpayer-funded government advertisements from becoming

ablllly toreach mmtmo(mlrﬂcalpronndﬂn ‘nl.td.lglmlcmmwpttscms

millions Thisisnotsimply
mm]y and i et ""Ia-g:h:) but Fairmess, When govemn-
Iheat ments possess overwhel ming communication advantages
mF!'-' '5"" mmuwmommﬂmmmmcbmmnldma] com-
minimal cost - petit o even rulelsvialated. Indis's
anadvantage i ‘—', | o h formed service
noopposition deli """“1’"' ""“"""“""’
must
. pantyor st serve mm*ns_nelpolm mmmmm
independent  nommsto f govemance donot b
formation umn.unemoe‘elmal advantxge.
can match " e Kvnla &

Mhmtmuwmmwmmm
KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e Concerns over the use of government digital
communication platforms (SMS, WhatsApp,
beneficiary databases) for messaging that
resembles political campaigning.

e Election Commission of India directed the
Union government to halt bulk messaging
during the Model Code of Conduct (MCC)
period (March 2024).

e Supreme Court of India is examining welfare
outreach/feedback programmes close to
elections.

e Kerala High Court scrutinised use of official
databases for bulk messaging.

* Rising expenditure on government publicity
alongside political ads highlights concerns of
unfair electoral advantage.

Key Points

e Digital Governance Expansion: DBT, Aadhaar-
linked databases, mass messaging systems
enhance outreach.

e Core Issue: Blurring of governance
communication and political promotion.

* MCC Relevance: Restricts use of official
machinery for electoral advantage after
election announcement.

e Judicial Precedent: Common Cause vs Union
of India (2015)—guidelines on government
advertisements.

e Structural Imbalance: Ruling governments
have disproportionate communication power.

e Democratic Principle: Level playing field is
essential for free and fair elections.

Static Linkages

e Free and fair elections - Basic Structure
Doctrine

e Article 324 » Powers of Election Commission

¢ Model Code of Conduct (nature: non-
statutory)

e Public funds accountability

e Separation between State and political party

¢ Role of judiciary in electoral reforms

Critical Analysis
Pros
e Improves welfare delivery and citizen
awareness
e Enhances administrative efficiency
e Strengthens direct communication with
beneficiaries
Cons
e Misuse of state resources for political gains
¢ Distortion of electoral competition
e Weak regulatory framework for digital
campaigning
* Data privacy concerns (use of beneficiary
databases)
e Ethical violation: governance vs propaganda

Way Forward

e Clear MCC guidelines for digital platforms

* Independent audit of government publicity
expenditure

* Strict separation of governance and political
communication

e Strengthening legal backing of advertisement
guidelines

e Ensure data protection and consent-based
communication

e Greater transparency in state-funded
campaigns



Build resilience,
account for costs

HE INDIA Meteorological Department has forecast a
“below normal” southwest monsoon, with the country
expected to receive only 92 per cent of the long period

average rainfall for the four-month season (June-Sep-

tember). The prognosis— based on the high probability of EINifio
conditions emerging by the second half of the season — comes
ontopofthe energy supply shock from the conflict in West Asia.
However, the consolation here is the ample stocks of wheat and
riceingovernment godowns. At604 million tonnes (mt) on April
1, theseare abovethe 50mt a vear ago and the minimum required
buffer of 21 mt for this date. With a bumper wheat crop, whose
harvesting and procurement hasjust begun, the stocksare likely
torise, cushioning the impact of any monsoon failure.

Food stocksdowhat foreign exchange reserves are meant for
— act asa shield against externial shocks. Such shocks could be
due toweather (losses from drought or excess rain), pandemics
(free foodgrains were the most effective social safety net during
Covid), global financial meltdowns and wars (both geoeconomic,
like Denald Trump's tariff actions, and actual ones like in Iran
and Ukraine). India, in recent times, has built not only massive
food and forex chests, but even strategic petroleum reserve ca-
pacity of some 5.3 mt. Together, they point to greater reliance on
"just-in-case” as against the conventional “just-in-time” strategy.
The latter focused on efficiency, minimising waste by producing
goods only when needed and stocking just enough to align with
current supply-demand dynamics. With just-in-case, govemn-
ments and firms prioritise long-term resilience over short-term
efficiency to withstand unexpected supply chain disruptions.

Building resilience, whether grain warehouses or under-
ground crudeoil caverns, costsmoney, That includes fixed capital
costs aswell asinventory holding and other operational charges.
Stored goods, notably grains, are also prone to quality and value
loss over time. There isa cost even to maintaining forex reserves
thatare typically invested in low-yielding safe assets. While chal-
lenges from climate change and geopolitical instabilities make
resilience-building necessary, the keyisto recognise the costsin-
volved. While firms may pass on the additional costs to con-
surmers, a significant part of national resilience budgets would
havetobe funded using taxpayermoney. All the more reason why
that money ought to bewell spent and fully accounted for.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

* India Meteorological Department forecasts
below-normal monsoon (#92% of LPA) for
June-September.

* Likely emergence of El Nifio conditions in the
latter half of the monsoon season.

e Concurrent global energy supply risks due to
geopolitical tensions (West Asia).

* [ndia holds high foodgrain stocks (~60.4 mt),
above buffer norms, providing a safety
cushion.

* Reflects policy shift toward resilience-based
(“just-in-case”) approach in economic
management.

Key Points
e Monsoon & Climate
o 92% of LPA - classified as below normal
rainfall.
o ELNino linked with weakened monsoon
circulation.
e Food Security
o Stocks significantly above buffer norm (~21
mt).
o Managed by Food Corporation of India.
o Acts as shock absorber against drought and
inflation.
* Macroeconomic Resilience Tools
o Foodgrain stocks » food security
o Forex reserves - external stability
o Strategic Petroleum Reserves (~5.3 mt) »
energy security

* Policy Approach

o Shift from Just-in-Time (efficiency)

o To Just-in-Case (resilience, redundancy)
e Economic Implications

o Increased fiscal cost (storage,

maintenance)
o Potential inflation management tool
o Trade-off between efficiency vs security

Static Linkages

¢ ENSO-Monsoon relationship (NCERT
Geography).

e Buffer stock policy & PDS (Economic Survey,
Food Security framework).

¢ Balance of Payments & Forex reserves (NCERT
Economics).

e Energy security & strategic reserves (NITI
Aayog).

e Supply chain concepts (post-COVID Economic
Survey insights).

Critical Analysis
e Advantages
o Enhances disaster preparedness
o Ensures food & energy security
o Stabilises inflation during shocks
e Concerns
High fiscal burden on exchequer
Storage inefficiencies » wastage risk
Market distortions in agriculture
Opportunity cost of holding large reserves
e Corelssue
o Balancing resilience vs economic efficiency

O O o o

Way Forward
e Modernise storage (silos, digitisation)
e Rationalise buffer norms dynamically
¢ Investin climate-resilient agriculture
* Diversify energy sources (renewables)
e Improve PDS targeting efficiency
e Adopt hybrid supply chain model
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