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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Lok Sabha failed to pass the Constitution
(131st Amendment) Bill, 2026.
Voting: 298 (for) vs 230 (against); required
special majority not met.
Bill aimed to:

Redistribute Lok Sabha seats (based on
2011 Census)
Enable implementation of women’s
reservation by 2029

Government withdrew allied legislations:
Delimitation Bill, 2026
UT Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026

Key Points 
Article 368 → Special majority required for
Constitutional Amendment.
Delimitation = Redrawing of constituency
boundaries based on population.
Freeze on delimitation:

Based on 1971 Census, extended till 2026.
Current Issue:

Unequal representation (e.g., some
constituencies >40 lakh voters).

Government’s Stand:
“One person, one vote, one value”
Seat increase: ~550 → ~850

Opposition Concerns:
Possible North-South imbalance
Demand to separate women’s reservation
from delimitation

Static Concepts 
Article 81 → Lok Sabha composition
Article 82 → Delimitation after Census
42nd Amendment (1976) → Freeze on seats
84th & 87th Amendments → Extended freeze till
2026
Delimitation Commission → Independent
statutory body
Principle: Population vs Federal balance

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Promotes electoral equality by correcting
malapportionment
Facilitates greater political participation of
women
Enhances representation of SC/ST
communities
Reflects current demographic realities

Concerns
Potential federal imbalance, disadvantaging
states with lower population growth
Penalizes states that implemented population
control measures
Linking delimitation with reservation may delay
gender justice
Infrastructure and procedural challenges with
expanding Parliament
Risk of politicization of delimitation process

Way Forward
Delink women’s reservation from delimitation
to ensure timely implementation
Develop a balanced formula combining
population and federal equity
Provide constitutional safeguards for fair state
representation
Strengthen independence and transparency of
the Delimitation Commission
Build political consensus through
consultations
Consider phased expansion of Lok Sabha seats

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH

CIVILS WITH AKASH



KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Donald Trump administration announced a
10-day ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah
in Lebanon.
Following this, Iran declared the Strait of
Hormuz open for commercial shipping during
the ongoing U.S.–Iran truce.
Iran had earlier restricted maritime movement
after escalation involving U.S. and Israel.
Despite reopening, the U.S. continues a naval
blockade on Iranian ports until a
comprehensive agreement is reached.
Global oil prices fell sharply (~10%) after the
reopening announcement.

Key Points
The Strait of Hormuz:

Connects the Persian Gulf → Gulf of Oman →
Arabian Sea.
Handles ~20% of global crude oil trade and
significant LNG exports (notably from
Qatar).

Iran’s role:
Temporarily controlled and restricted
access during conflict.
Now reopening under a coordinated
maritime route system.

Shipping impact:
Traffic dropped from 100+ ships/day to
single digits during conflict.

U.S. stance:
Appreciated reopening but continues
economic and naval pressure.

European response:
France and Britain to lead a defensive maritime
security mission post-conflict.

Lebanon dimension:
Ceasefire linked to broader U.S.–Iran
negotiations.
Israel halts attacks but retains military presence
in southern Lebanon.

Static Linkages
Strait of Hormuz as a strategic choke point in global
trade routes.
Concept of freedom of navigation under
international maritime norms.
Importance of West Asia in global energy security.
Role of naval blockades in international relations
and economic warfare.
Link between geopolitical conflicts and commodity
price volatility.
India’s dependence on crude oil imports (~85%
import dependence).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Reopening ensures stability in global oil supply
chains.
Reduction in crude prices may ease inflationary
pressures globally, including India.
Signals de-escalation and diplomatic engagement
between major actors.

Concerns
Continued U.S. blockade creates uncertainty in
maritime trade.
Iran’s earlier control highlights vulnerability of
chokepoints.
Fragile ceasefire in Lebanon may collapse and
disrupt flows again.
Militarisation of sea lanes risks global trade
disruptions.

Stakeholder Perspectives
Iran: Seeks leverage in negotiations and sanctions
relief.
U.S.: Balances diplomacy with coercive economic
measures.
Europe: Focus on securing trade routes.
India & import-dependent economies: Concerned
about energy security and price volatility.

Way Forward
Strengthen multilateral maritime security
frameworks.
Promote diplomatic resolution of West Asian
conflicts.
Diversify energy sources and suppliers (strategic
reserves, renewables).
Enhance India’s engagement in regional groupings
(e.g., I2U2, INSTC).
Develop early warning and risk mitigation systems
for supply disruptions.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India continues to witness high female voter
participation, often matching or exceeding
male turnout in several states.
Despite this, women’s representation remains
low:

~9% in State Assemblies
~14–15% in Parliament

The ongoing debate around the Women’s
Reservation Bill (106th Constitutional
Amendment Act, 2023 – Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam) has gained renewed attention due
to this gap between participation and
representation.
The issue reflects a structural imbalance in
India’s democratic framework, where electoral
engagement has not translated into legislative
power.

Key Points
Women constitute nearly 50% of India’s
population, but remain underrepresented in
legislatures.
Structural barriers:

Political party nomination bias
High cost of elections
Lack of financial and social capital
Socio-cultural constraints and safety
concerns

Evidence from Panchayati Raj Institutions
(PRIs):

33% (and in many states 50%) reservation
for women
Improved focus on health, education,
sanitation, water governance

Representation gap is more severe at the State
level, impacting grassroots governance.

Voluntary party-level reforms have failed to
significantly increase women candidates.
Women’s leadership has a multiplier effect:

Breaks social norms
Encourages political participation
Creates leadership pipeline

Static Linkages
Equality before law and prohibition of
discrimination (Articles 14, 15)
Special provisions for women and children
(Article 15(3))
Directive Principles promoting social justice
and inclusive governance
73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments –
reservation in local bodies
Concept of substantive equality vs formal
equality
Representative democracy and legitimacy of
institutions
Role of political parties as intermediaries in
electoral democracy

Critical Analysis
Advantages:

Strengthens inclusive and representative
democracy
Helps overcome structural barriers in politics
Leads to better policy outcomes in social
sectors
Creates a pipeline for future women leaders

Challenges:
Possibility of proxy representation
Rotation of seats may affect continuity and
accountability
Implementation dependent on delimitation
exercise
Risk of elite capture within reserved categories

Way Forward
Expedite Census and delimitation for
implementation
Ensure capacity building and leadership
training
Encourage mandatory party-level quotas for
women candidates
Provide financial and institutional support
mechanisms
Ensure inclusive representation across socio-
economic groups
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026
failed in the Lok Sabha as it did not secure the
required two-thirds majority.
Voting outcome: 298 in favour, 230 against,
while 352 votes were needed (2/3rd of 528
members present and voting).
The Bill sought to link women’s reservation
implementation with delimitation based on the
latest Census.
The government also withdrew the
Delimitation Bill and Union Territories Laws
(Amendment) Bill, stating interdependence.
Concerns were raised that delimitation based
on the 2011 Census would reduce
representation of southern, eastern, and
northeastern States.
The Opposition opposed both the timing
(before 2026 Census completion) and the
linkage with women’s reservation.

Key Points
Article 368 mandates a special majority (2/3rd
of members present and voting + majority of
total membership) for constitutional
amendments.

The Bill proposed delimitation based on latest Census,
potentially altering federal representation.
Southern States feared loss of parliamentary seats due
to lower population growth (success in population
control).
The government verbally assured proportional increase
in Lok Sabha seats, but this was not codified in the Bill.
The two-thirds safeguard worked, preventing passage
without broad political consensus.
Women’s reservation enjoys broad political support,
but its linkage to delimitation created controversy.

Static Linkages
Constitutional amendment procedure requires special
majority under Article 368.
Delimitation Commission is a statutory body
established under the Delimitation Act.
42nd, 84th, and 87th Amendments froze and later
adjusted delimitation based on Census.
Principle of “one person, one vote, one value”
underpins delimitation.
Federalism and balance between population and state
representation are key constitutional concerns.
Census conducted under the Census Act, 1948 forms
the basis of delimitation.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Upholds the sanctity of constitutional amendment
procedure.
Prevents majoritarian imposition on sensitive federal
issues.
Reinforces need for consensus-based governance.

Issues/Concerns
Linking women’s reservation with delimitation delays a
widely accepted reform.
Use of 2011 Census undermines representational
fairness.
Risk of penalizing States with effective population
control policies.
Raises concerns about transparency and legislative
intent.

Federal Dimension
Tension between:

Population-based representation (democratic
principle)
Equitable State representation (federal principle)

Way Forward
Complete the 2026–27 Census before delimitation.
Decouple women’s reservation from delimitation for
immediate implementation.
Refer the issue to a Parliamentary Standing Committee
/ Joint Committee.
Develop a balanced formula ensuring both population
proportionality and federal fairness.
Strengthen cooperative federalism through structured
Centre–State dialogue.
Ensure clarity and precision in legislative drafting.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A 10-day ceasefire between Israel and
Lebanon was announced by Donald Trump.
It is expected to reinforce the ongoing U.S.–
Iran truce (April 8), mediated by Pakistan.
The Lebanon conflict (since March 2) became a
major obstacle in U.S.–Iran negotiations.
Despite the truce, Israel continued military
operations in Lebanon, causing heavy
casualties.
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf stressed that a
Lebanon ceasefire is essential for diplomatic
progress.
Talks involving J. D. Vance in Islamabad failed
to produce a breakthrough but maintained
dialogue.
The conflict remains primarily between Israel
and Hezbollah, not the Lebanese state.

Key Points
Hezbollah, a non-state actor, is not formally
part of negotiations.
Israel refuses withdrawal from captured areas
in southern Lebanon.
Hezbollah demands restoration of pre-conflict
territorial positions.
Benjamin Netanyahu hinted at a broader peace
deal, excluding Hezbollah.

Iran proposed a multi-front ceasefire as part of
a diplomatic framework.
The ceasefire reflects limitations of military
solutions and compulsion for diplomacy.

Static Linkages
Principles of sovereignty, non-intervention,
and territorial integrity.
Role of non-state actors in international
conflicts.
Proxy wars and regional geopolitics.
Balance of power and deterrence.
Importance of multilateral diplomacy and
mediation.
Strategic importance of West Asia for energy
security and global trade routes.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Immediate reduction in violence and
humanitarian relief.
Creates space for diplomatic negotiations
between U.S. and Iran.
Indicates shift from military escalation to
negotiation.

Challenges
Exclusion of Hezbollah weakens durability of
ceasefire.
Divergence between U.S. and Israeli objectives.
Territorial disputes remain unresolved.
Risk of ceasefire breakdown due to mistrust.

Stakeholder Issues
U.S.: Seeking strategic exit and stability.
Iran: Wants comprehensive ceasefire across
regions.
Israel: Focus on security and eliminating
threats.
Hezbollah: Seeks legitimacy and territorial
rollback.
Lebanon: Limited control over internal armed
actors.

Way Forward
Ensure inclusive dialogue involving all
stakeholders, including non-state actors.
Strengthen ceasefire monitoring through
international mechanisms (e.g., UN).
Promote confidence-building measures
(humanitarian aid, prisoner exchanges).
Align major power strategies to avoid
conflicting objectives.
Focus on long-term political settlement
instead of temporary ceasefires.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Reserve Bank of India has advised public
sector oil refiners to limit spot US dollar
purchases and utilise a special forex credit
facility.
The measure aims to stabilise the rupee amid
depreciation pressures caused by rising crude
oil prices and capital outflows.
Similar liquidity-management measures were
earlier adopted during the Russia-Ukraine War
to cushion external sector shocks.
Major refiners such as Indian Oil Corporation,
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited, and
Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited—key
importers of crude oil—are being targeted
under this framework.
Forex demand is being consolidated through
State Bank of India to reduce volatility in
currency markets.

Key Points
India imports ~85% of its crude oil requirement
(Economic Survey).
Oil marketing companies (OMCs) are among
the largest contributors to dollar demand in
the forex market.
The rupee has depreciated significantly in
2026 due to:

Rising crude oil prices
Foreign portfolio investment (FPI) outflows
Global geopolitical uncertainty

Special forex credit line:
Provides dollar liquidity without immediate
spot market purchases
Reduces short-term pressure on exchange
rate

RBI’s broader interventions:
Sale of forex reserves to smooth volatility
Regulation of arbitrage trades
Restrictions on offshore NDF exposure of
domestic banks

Consolidating forex demand via SBI improves
market depth management and reduces
fragmentation.

Static Linkages
Exchange Rate Systems: Managed Floating
Exchange Rate
Balance of Payments (BoP): Current Account Deficit
driven by oil imports
Demand-supply dynamics of foreign exchange
Role of central bank in currency stabilisation
Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA), 1999
Concepts:

Depreciation vs Devaluation
Forex reserves and import cover
Capital flows (FPI vs FDI)

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Reduces immediate demand for dollars, stabilising
rupee
Limits speculative pressure and exchange rate
volatility
Enhances coordination in forex market via a nodal
bank
Provides liquidity support without exhausting
reserves rapidly

Limitations
Short-term administrative intervention; does not
address structural issues
May distort free market functioning of forex
markets
Continued reliance on RBI intervention may deplete
forex reserves
Indicates vulnerability due to high import
dependence and volatile capital flows

Challenges
Persistent high crude oil prices
Volatility in global capital flows
Geopolitical uncertainties affecting trade routes
and energy supply
Maintaining balance between currency stability and
export competitiveness

Way Forward
Reduce oil import dependence through renewable
energy transition
Promote rupee-denominated trade agreements
(internationalisation of rupee)
Strengthen export competitiveness to reduce CAD
Maintain adequate forex reserves as per IMF
benchmarks
Deepen domestic financial markets to absorb
external shocks
Ensure calibrated RBI intervention to avoid market
distortions
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026
failed to pass in Parliament as it did not secure
the required special majority.
The Bill attempted to link delimitation of Lok
Sabha constituencies with the implementation
of women’s reservation.
A united Opposition opposed the Bill citing
concerns over federal balance, representation,
and institutional integrity.
The defeat has reopened debate on electoral
reforms, delimitation, and constitutional
processes.

Key Points
Constitutional amendment requires:

Special majority under Article 368 (2/3rd
present & voting + majority of total
strength).

Delimitation:
Redrawing of constituencies based on
population.
Frozen till 2026 (84th Constitutional
Amendment Act, 2001).

Key issues raised:
Linking delimitation with women’s
reservation complicates implementation.
Potential regional imbalance (states with
higher population gain more seats).
Concerns over politicisation of delimitation
process.

Electoral system:
India follows First-Past-The-Post (FPTP)
system.
Leads to disproportionate representation
in some cases.

Rotation of reserved seats:
May affect continuity of
representation and voter choice.

Static Linkages
Article 368 – Constitutional
Amendment procedure
Delimitation Commission (appointed
under Delimitation Act)
42nd, 84th, 87th Constitutional
Amendments
First-Past-The-Post electoral system
Principle of political equality (one
person, one vote)
Federalism – balance between Union
and States
Representation of People Act, 1951

Critical Analysis
Positives

Reinforces parliamentary scrutiny
and checks on executive.
Prevents hasty constitutional
changes without consensus.
Highlights need for debate on
electoral reforms.

Negatives
Delay in implementation of women’s
reservation.
Creates uncertainty over post-2026
delimitation.
Risk of politicisation of
constitutional mechanisms.

Challenges
Balancing population-based
representation vs federal fairness.
Ensuring transparency in
delimitation.
Addressing flaws of FPTP system.

Way Forward
Build political consensus on
constitutional reforms.
Implement women’s reservation
independently of delimitation.
Ensure independent and
transparent delimitation process.
Consider electoral reforms
(proportional representation
elements).
Maintain federal balance while
ensuring equal representation.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Border Security Force (BSF) has
considered deploying reptiles
(snakes/crocodiles) in unfenced riverine
stretches of the India–Bangladesh border as
deterrents.
Tiger reserves (e.g., in Karnataka) are
increasingly using canine units for anti-
poaching operations.
The developments highlight the continued
reliance on a “fortress conservation”
approach, involving strict protected areas and
relocation of forest communities.
Issues such as human–wildlife conflict,
ecological imbalance, and ethical concerns
have come to the forefront.
Recent experiences like cheetah
reintroduction in Kuno National Park underline
challenges in wildlife management and habitat
adequacy.

Key Points
Use of animals in governance

Reptiles proposed for border security in
ecologically sensitive terrains.
Dogs used in wildlife protection for tracking
and surveillance.

Fortress conservation model
Segregation of wildlife and humans through
protected areas.
Often leads to displacement of forest-
dwelling communities.

Human–wildlife conflict
Increasing due to habitat fragmentation
and shrinking ecosystems.
Animals outside protected areas termed
“problem animals”.

Ecological concerns
Artificial introduction/use of species may disturb
ecological balance.
Wildlife reintroduction (e.g., cheetahs) shows
planning challenges.

Governance issues
Questions on legality, ethics, and environmental
impact.
Lack of integration of local community
perspectives.

Static Linkages
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 – Legal basis for wildlife
conservation and protected areas.
Forest Rights Act, 2006 – Recognizes rights of
Scheduled Tribes and forest dwellers.
Project Tiger (1973) – Flagship species conservation
programme.
National Wildlife Action Plan (2017–2031) – Framework
for wildlife management.
Key Concepts:

Carrying capacity of ecosystems
Habitat fragmentation and wildlife corridors
In-situ conservation vs community-based
conservation

Constitutional Provisions:
Article 21 – Right to life (expanded to environmental
protection)
Article 48A – State duty to protect environment
Article 51A(g) – Fundamental duty of citizens

Critical Analysis
Pros

Innovative solutions for difficult border terrains.
Strengthens anti-poaching mechanisms.
Enhances conservation enforcement.

Cons
Ethical concerns: animals used as instruments of state
power.
Ecological risks: disturbance of natural ecosystems.
Human safety risks in border and forest areas.
Displacement contradicts rights-based approach (FRA,
2006).
Poor planning in wildlife reintroduction and habitat
management.

Challenges
Balancing conservation with community rights.
Scientific and ecological viability of such measures.
Institutional coordination.
Managing rising human–wildlife conflicts.

Way Forward
Shift to community-based conservation.
Ensure consent-based rehabilitation under FRA, 2006.
Use technology (drones, smart fencing) instead of
animals for border security.
Strengthen wildlife corridors and habitat planning.
Adopt scientific and ethical frameworks in wildlife
policies.
Increase local participation in conservation efforts.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 2026
aimed at linking implementation of women’s
reservation with fresh delimitation and seat
expansion failed to secure the special majority
in Lok Sabha.
This comes after enactment of the
Constitution (106th Amendment) Act, 2023,
which provides 33% reservation for women in
Lok Sabha and State Assemblies.
The government proposed implementation
only after:

Completion of next Census (including caste
data debate)
Delimitation exercise post-2026 (end of
freeze period)

Opposition opposed citing:
Lack of updated Census data
Concerns over federal imbalance
Trust deficit in delimitation process

Key Points
Constitutional amendment procedure
governed by Article 368 of the Indian
Constitution:

Requires 2/3rd majority of members
present and voting + majority of total
strength

Women’s reservation law (2023):
33% reservation in Lok Sabha & State
Assemblies
Includes SC/ST quota within women’s
reservation
Not yet operational due to delimitation
condition

Delimitation:
Based on latest Census population data
Current freeze (since 1976) extended till 2026

Core concern:
Population-based redistribution may favour
high-growth states → federal tensions

Census delay:
Absence of 2021 Census data affects policy
decisions

Static Linkages
Representative democracy – equal representation
principle
Affirmative action – enabling substantive equality
Delimitation Commission – independent statutory
body
42nd Constitutional Amendment (1976) – freeze on
seat redistribution
Federalism – balance between states in
parliamentary representation
Census – basis for governance, welfare targeting,
and political representation
Distinction between ordinary law vs constitutional
amendment

Critical Analysis
Significance

Highlights limits of majoritarianism in constitutional
amendments
Reinforces need for consensus and institutional
trust
Brings focus back on implementation challenges of
women’s reservation

Concerns
Delay in actual political empowerment of women
Risk of politicisation of gender justice issue
Possibility of regional imbalance (North vs South)
Lack of clarity on OBC representation within
women’s quota

Institutional Issues
Trust deficit in delimitation mechanism
Absence of updated Census data
Weak consultation with stakeholders

Way Forward
Conduct early Census with caste-based data for
informed policymaking
Decouple women’s reservation from delimitation
delays
Ensure transparent and independent delimitation
process
Build multi-party consensus for constitutional
reforms
Consider sub-classification within women’s quota
(OBC representation)
Strengthen federal consultation mechanisms (Inter-
State Council, etc.)
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