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United Opposition defeats Delimitation Bill

T Bill falls short of the two-thinds mark of 352 voles, with 298 in fvour and 230 against in the House whene 528 members were presen at the time of voting: Home Minister
Amit Shah warns Opposition that it will face the ‘wrath of women veders, claims opposition to delimitation meant oppaosition to increasing the number of seats for SCs/STs
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

Lok Sabha failed to pass the Constitution
(131st Amendment) Bill, 2026.
Voting: 298 (for) vs 230 (against); required
special majority not met.
Bill aimed to:
o Redistribute Lok Sabha seats (based on
2011 Census)
o Enable implementation of women’s
reservation by 2029
Government withdrew allied legislations:
o Delimitation Bill, 2026
o UT Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026

Key Points

Article 368 - Special majority required for
Constitutional Amendment.
Delimitation = Redrawing of constituency
boundaries based on population.
Freeze on delimitation:
o Based on 1971 Census, extended till 2026.
Current Issue:
o Unequal representation (e.g., some
constituencies >40 lakh voters).
Government’s Stand:
o “One person, one vote, one value”
o Seatincrease: ~550 » ~850
Opposition Concerns:
o Possible North-South imbalance
o Demand to separate women’s reservation
from delimitation

Static Concepts

Article 81 » Lok Sabha composition

Article 82 » Delimitation after Census

42nd Amendment (1976) - Freeze on seats
84th & 87th Amendments - Extended freeze till
2026

Delimitation Commission - Independent
statutory body

Principle: Population vs Federal balance

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Promotes electoral equality by correcting
malapportionment

Facilitates greater political participation of
women

Enhances representation of SC/ST
communities

Reflects current demographic realities

Concerns

Potential federal imbalance, disadvantaging
states with lower population growth

Penalizes states that implemented population
control measures

Linking delimitation with reservation may delay
gender justice

Infrastructure and procedural challenges with
expanding Parliament

Risk of politicization of delimitation process

Way Forward

Delink women’s reservation from delimitation
to ensure timely implementation

Develop a balanced formula combining
population and federal equity

Provide constitutional safeguards for fair state
representation

Strengthen independence and transparency of
the Delimitation Commission

Build political consensus through
consultations

Consider phased expansion of Lok Sabha seats



Iran declares the Strait of
Hormuz open; Trump says
U.S. blockade will continue
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

The Donald Trump administration announced a
10-day ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah
in Lebanon.

Following this, Iran declared the Strait of
Hormuz open for commercial shipping during
the ongoing U.S.—Iran truce.

Iran had earlier restricted maritime movement
after escalation involving U.S. and Israel.
Despite reopening, the U.S. continues a naval
blockade on Iranian ports until a
comprehensive agreement is reached.

Global oil prices fell sharply (~10%) after the
reopening announcement.

Key Points

The Strait of Hormuz:

o Connects the Persian Gulf » Gulf of Oman -
Arabian Sea.

o Handles ~20% of global crude oil trade and
significant LNG exports (notably from
Qatar).

Iran’s role:

o Temporarily controlled and restricted
access during conflict.

o Now reopening under a coordinated
maritime route system.

Shipping impact:

o Traffic dropped from 100+ ships/day to

single digits during conflict.
U.S. stance:

o Appreciated reopening but continues

economic and naval pressure.

e European response:
o France and Britain to lead a defensive maritime
security mission post-conflict.
e |ebanon dimension:
o Ceasefire linked to broader U.S.~Iran
negotiations.
o |srael halts attacks but retains military presence
in southern Lebanon.

Static Linkages

e Strait of Hormuz as a strategic choke pointin global
trade routes.

e Concept of freedom of navigation under
international maritime norms.

e |Importance of West Asia in global energy security.

¢ Role of naval blockades in international relations
and economic warfare.

e |ink between geopolitical conflicts and commodity
price volatility.

e India’s dependence on crude oil imports (~85%
import dependence).

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Reopening ensures stability in global oil supply
chains.
e Reduction in crude prices may ease inflationary
pressures globally, including India.
e Signals de-escalation and diplomatic engagement
between major actors.
Concerns
e Continued U.S. blockade creates uncertainty in
maritime trade.
e |ran’s earlier control highlights vulnerability of
chokepoints.
e Fragile ceasefire in Lebanon may collapse and
disrupt flows again.
e Militarisation of sea lanes risks global trade
disruptions.
Stakeholder Perspectives
e |ran: Seeks leverage in negotiations and sanctions
relief.
e U.S.: Balances diplomacy with coercive economic
measures.
e Europe: Focus on securing trade routes.
e |ndia & import-dependent economies: Concerned
about energy security and price volatility.

Way Forward

e Strengthen multilateral maritime security
frameworks.

e Promote diplomatic resolution of West Asian
conflicts.

e Diversify energy sources and suppliers (strategic
reserves, renewables).

e Enhance India’s engagement in regional groupings
(e.g.,12U2, INSTC).

e Develop early warning and risk mitigation systems
for supply disruptions.



Why women'’s reservation cannot wait any longer
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

India continues to witness high female voter
participation, often matching or exceeding
male turnout in several states.
Despite this, women’s representation remains
low:

o ~9% in State Assemblies

o ~14-15% in Parliament
The ongoing debate around the Women’s
Reservation Bill (106th Constitutional
Amendment Act, 2023 - Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam) has gained renewed attention due
to this gap between participation and
representation.
The issue reflects a structural imbalance in
India’s democratic framework, where electoral
engagement has not translated into legislative
power.

Key Points

Women constitute nearly 50% of India’s
population, but remain underrepresented in
legislatures.
Structural barriers:
o Political party nomination bias
o High cost of elections
o Lack of financial and social capital
o Socio-cultural constraints and safety
concerns
Evidence from Panchayati Raj Institutions
(PRIs):
o 33% (and in many states 50%) reservation
for women
o Improved focus on health, education,
sanitation, water governance
Representation gap is more severe at the State
level, impacting grassroots governance.
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Voluntary party-level reforms have failed to
significantly increase women candidates.
Women'’s leadership has a multiplier effect:

o Breaks social norms

o Encourages political participation

o Creates leadership pipeline

Static Linkages

Equality before law and prohibition of
discrimination (Articles 14, 15)

Special provisions for women and children
(Article 15(3))

Directive Principles promoting social justice
and inclusive governance

73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments -
reservation in local bodies

Concept of substantive equality vs formal
equality

Representative democracy and legitimacy of
institutions

Role of political parties as intermediaries in
electoral democracy

Critical Analysis
Advantages:

Strengthens inclusive and representative
democracy

Helps overcome structural barriers in politics
Leads to better policy outcomes in social
sectors

Creates a pipeline for future women leaders

Challenges:

Possibility of proxy representation

Rotation of seats may affect continuity and
accountability

Implementation dependent on delimitation
exercise

Risk of elite capture within reserved categories

Way Forward

Expedite Census and delimitation for
implementation

Ensure capacity building and leadership
training

Encourage mandatory party-level quotas for
women candidates

Provide financial and institutional support
mechanisms

Ensure inclusive representation across socio-
economic groups



Deservedly dead

A ramrod approach to delimitation was
bound to fail

stitution (1315t Amendment) Bill, 2026 failed
to secure the two-thirds majority required
for a constitutional amendment, While 298 mem-
bers voted in its favour and 230 against, the Bill
needed 352 votes — two-thirds of the 528 present
and voting - to pass. The government subse-
quently shelved the com 1 Delimitation Bill
and the Union Territories Laws (Amendment)
Bill, saying they could not be viewed in isolation,
During his reply to the debate, Home Minister
Amit Shah gave a verbal guarantee that southern
States would see their presence in an 8i6-mem-
ber Lok Sabha increase in the same proportion as
their current share, even offering to adjourn the
House for an hour to redraft the Bill with a 50%
uniform increase as an official amendment. The
Opposition dismissed this. The obwvious question:
if proportional increase was always the intent,
wiiy was it not in the Bill? The language as abled
clearly mandated delimitation on the basis of the
latest Census — currently 2011 — which would
have reduced the share of southern, eastern, and
northeastern States due to their lower population
growth relative to the Hindi heartland States.
Why the haste to push through a controversial
constitutional amendment when the 2026-27
Census is still under way? Also, there was no rea-
son to link women’s reservation, on which there
is all-party consensus, to delimitation in this
manner. The bizarre smoke-and-mirrors ap-
proach, no doubt intended to confuse and divide
the Opposition, made a mockery of the parlia-
Mentary process.
Itis to the credit of the INDIA bloc that it voted
as one against this methodical madness; over-
looking their differences, parties such as the Con-

l n what was a foregone conclusion, the Con-

gress, the Samajwadi Party, the Trinamool Con-
gress, the Left and the DMK ensured floor
coordination. Conversely, one must note the nai-
vety of the Telugu Desam Party and the AIADMEK,
which spoke in favour of the Bill, on the strength
of the Home Minister's verbal assurances despite
the conflicting language in the text, when Andhra
Pradesh stood to lose five seats and Tamil Nadu 11
under the Bill's own terms. This defeat should
chasten the government. It would now have to
implement women's reservation through the
constitutionally mandated route: complete the
202627 Census, and refer delimitation and Lok
Sabl ion to a parli Iy © i

for genuine consensus. The two-thirds threshold
exists precisely to prevent far-reaching structural
changes from being rammed through without
‘broad agreement and this safeguard held today.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e The Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026
failed in the Lok Sabha as it did not secure the
required two-thirds majority.

e Voting outcome: 298 in favour, 230 against,
while 352 votes were needed (2/3rd of 528
members present and voting).

¢ The Bill sought to link women’s reservation
implementation with delimitation based on the
latest Census.

* The government also withdrew the
Delimitation Bill and Union Territories Laws
(Amendment) Bill, stating interdependence.

e Concerns were raised that delimitation based
on the 2011 Census would reduce
representation of southern, eastern, and
northeastern States.

* The Opposition opposed both the timing
(before 2026 Census completion) and the
linkage with women’s reservation.

Key Points
* Article 368 mandates a special majority (2/3rd
of members present and voting + majority of
total membership) for constitutional
amendments.

The Bill proposed delimitation based on latest Census,
potentially altering federal representation.

Southern States feared loss of parliamentary seats due
to lower population growth (success in population
control).

The government verbally assured proportional increase
in Lok Sabha seats, but this was not codified in the Bill.
The two-thirds safeguard worked, preventing passage
without broad political consensus.

Women’s reservation enjoys broad political support,
but its linkage to delimitation created controversy.

Static Linkages

Constitutional amendment procedure requires special
majority under Article 368.

Delimitation Commission is a statutory body
established under the Delimitation Act.

42nd, 84th, and 87th Amendments froze and later
adjusted delimitation based on Census.

Principle of “one person, one vote, one value”
underpins delimitation.

Federalism and balance between population and state
representation are key constitutional concerns.
Census conducted under the Census Act, 1948 forms
the basis of delimitation.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Upholds the sanctity of constitutional amendment
procedure.

Prevents majoritarian imposition on sensitive federal
issues.

Reinforces need for consensus-based governance.

Issues/Concerns

Linking women’s reservation with delimitation delays a
widely accepted reform.

Use of 2011 Census undermines representational
fairness.

Risk of penalizing States with effective population
control policies.

Raises concerns about transparency and legislative
intent.

Federal Dimension

Tension between:
o Population-based representation (democratic
principle)
o Equitable State representation (federal principle)

Way Forward

Complete the 2026-27 Census before delimitation.
Decouple women’s reservation from delimitation for
immediate implementation.

Refer the issue to a Parliamentary Standing Committee
/ Joint Committee.

Develop a balanced formula ensuring both population
proportionality and federal fairness.

Strengthen cooperative federalism through structured
Centre-State dialogue.

Ensure clarity and precision in legislative drafting.



Temporary truce

The US-srael ceasefire with Iran must
hold across all fronts

Lebanon, announced by ULS. President

Donald Trump on  Thursday, could
strengthen the fragile two-week truce between
the U5, and Iran and improve the prospects fora
broader diplomatic settlement. The war in Leba-
mom, launched on March 2, on the third day of the
U5 -Israel war on Iran, has been a key sticking

T he 10-day ceasefire between lsrael and

point in US.-Iran talks. When Mr. Trump an-
nounced the ceasefire with Telran on April 8,
both fran and Pakistan, which mediated the
truce, said the agreement also covered Lebanon.
A ceasefire on all fronts was one of the 10 poines
Iran submitted to the ULS. & a framewark for end-
ing the war. But Israel, apparently dissatisfied
with the US-Iran deal, rejected a ceasefine with
Lebanon and stepped up atacks, killing at least
200 people within 24 hours of the U.S.-lran truce
taking effect. Iran's Parliament Speaker Moham-
mad Bagher Ghallbaf, who travelled to lslamabad
o hold direct talks with a LS, delegation headed
by Vice President J.D. Vance, insisted that acease-
fire in Lelsanon was a precondition for advancing
diplomacy. The Islamabad talks faibed to produce
a breakthrough, but both sides remained en-
gaged, communicating through Pakistan,

Wet, despite the truce, a fundamental problem
remains. The war in Lebanon is not between Is-
rael and the Lebanese army, but between Israel
and Hezbollah, Hezbollah has not been part of
the talks. Some Hezbollah leaders have said the
party would halt attacking lirael if Israeli strikes
stop., The Shia militant group has been weakened
but is far from defeated. Israel has also said it
wold not withdraw troops from the territory it
has seized in southern Lebanon, while Hezbollah
insists on a return to pre-March 2 positions. Mr.
Netanyahu says there ks a “historic opportunity”
for a pesce deal with Lebanon, but any such
agreement is unlikely 1o include Hezbollah,
which remains stronger than the Lebanese army
and retains an extensive political and social net-
work, While the ceasefire is now in effect, peace
remains elusive. The wars on Iran and Lebanon
should serve as a reminder to Israel of its own
limitations. Mr. Metanyahu sought regime change
in Iran and the disarmament of Hezbollah in Le-
banon. As the ULS.-ksrael] push for regime change
in Iran faltered, prompting Mr. Trump to seek a
negotiated exit from the [ran mess, srael's war
with Hezbollah has also run into a wall, The cea-
sefire reflects this ground reality. If Mr, Trump
wants a durable negotiated settlement with Iran
based on a give-and-take formula, he must ensure
that the ceasefire is sustained across.all fromts.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
e A10-day ceasefire between Israel and

Lebanon was announced by Donald Trump.

It is expected to reinforce the ongoing U.S.-
Iran truce (April 8), mediated by Pakistan.
The Lebanon conflict (since March 2) became a
major obstacle in U.S.-Iran negotiations.
Despite the truce, Israel continued military
operations in Lebanon, causing heavy
casualties.

Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf stressed that a
Lebanon ceasefire is essential for diplomatic
progress.

Talks involving J. D. Vance in Islamabad failed
to produce a breakthrough but maintained
dialogue.

The conflict remains primarily between Israel
and Hezbollah, not the Lebanese state.

Key Points
e Hezbollah, a non-state actor, is not formally

part of negotiations.

e |srael refuses withdrawal from captured areas

in southern Lebanon.

e Hezbollah demands restoration of pre-conflict

territorial positions.

e Benjamin Netanyahu hinted at a broader peace

deal, excluding Hezbollah.

Iran proposed a multi-front ceasefire as part of
a diplomatic framework.

The ceasefire reflects limitations of military
solutions and compulsion for diplomacy.

Static Linkages

Principles of sovereignty, non-intervention,
and territorial integrity.

Role of non-state actors in international
conflicts.

Proxy wars and regional geopolitics.

Balance of power and deterrence.
Importance of multilateral diplomacy and
mediation.

Strategic importance of West Asia for energy
security and global trade routes.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Immediate reduction in violence and
humanitarian relief.

Creates space for diplomatic negotiations
between U.S. and Iran.

Indicates shift from military escalation to
negotiation.

Challenges

Exclusion of Hezbollah weakens durability of
ceasefire.

Divergence between U.S. and Israeli objectives.
Territorial disputes remain unresolved.

Risk of ceasefire breakdown due to mistrust.

Stakeholder Issues

U.S.: Seeking strategic exit and stability.

Iran: Wants comprehensive ceasefire across
regions.

Israel: Focus on security and eliminating
threats.

Hezbollah: Seeks legitimacy and territorial
rollback.

Lebanon: Limited control over internal armed
actors.

Way Forward

Ensure inclusive dialogue involving all
stakeholders, including non-state actors.
Strengthen ceasefire monitoring through
international mechanisms (e.g., UN).
Promote confidence-building measures
(humanitarian aid, prisoner exchanges).
Align major power strategies to avoid
conflicting objectives.

Focus on long-term political settlement
instead of temporary ceasefires.



RBI asks state oil refiners to curb
spot dollar buying, sources

4

Reuters
NEW DELHI/MUMBAL

Imafia’s central bank has
urged state-run ail refiners
e curb spot dolkar pur-
chases and tap a special
eredit line For their foreign
exchange needs, theee
sources said, reviving mea-
sures uged earlier in the
Ukraine war to e jres-
sure on the rupee.

A surge in oll prices and
heavy forelgn  portfolio
outflows have battered the
Indian currency. The r-
pee has fallen more than
%10 record lows this year,
making it Asia’s worst:per-
forming major currency.

Using the special credit
Facility would reduce dol-
lar demand from refiners,
helping ease pressure on
the rupee, two of the
sources said. Refiners are
major buyers of dollars to
pay for oil imports.

When Indian markets
opened on Friday morn-
ing, the rupee streng
thened by DA% 10 52,80
against the dollar, s stron-
st bevel ina week.

The state-run refiners
have been asked 1o access
the eredit line via the Stae
Bank of India, the sources
said. SBI is India’s largest
bank and ks state-backed.

being encouraged tn mute daily

ugh $81 instead of

Since the large state-run
lender  already  handles
sizeabde merchant flows,
funneling oil-related FX de-
mand through SEI can help
reshece the overall market
impact, one of the sources
id,

The refiners are also be-
ing encouraged to route
daily dollar  purchases
throusgh SBI instead of mul-
tiple banks, the source
said, because poaling dol-
lar demand with one ben-
der would help better
manage  the  market
impact,

All three sources de-
clined to be named as they

ot RELTERS

were not authorised to
speak to the media.

The Reserve Bank of In-
ia and SB1 did not imme-
diately respond to emails
soeking comment.

The credit line is availa:
ble to major state-run e
finers Indian 0l Corp, Hin-
dustan Petroleum  Corp
and Bharat  Petroleum
Corp, which together con-
trol about half of India's 5.2
million barrels per day of
refining capacity.

Refiners can either buy
dollars at the REI reference
rate or draw on the credit
line for their FX needs, a
second source said. The

say

«credit line can alleviate im-
mediate dollar  demand
from the market, support-
ing the rupee.

Nome of the refiners res-
ponded 1o emails secking
comment,

Three spot FX traders,
separate from the three
sources cited earlier, said
they had seen an anecdotal
decling in the ail compa-
nies™ activity in the spot
market in recent days.

Rupee strain

The REI has turned to cri-
sis-era measures, which
spurces sabd have been in
place for sbout two weeks,
to support the rupee amid
pressure finked to the iran
war,

Concerns about spilllov-
ers from the conflict
helped push the rupee to
an all-time low past 95 per
dollar in late March,

The central bank has ta-
ken other steps to shone up
the currency.

Tt has clamped down on
arbitrage trades that it sakl
exaoerbated market volatil-
ity amd barred Indian
bk from alfering corpo-
rates non-deliverable for-
ward coniracts.

The RBI has also sold
dollars from its FX reserves
to swpport the currency.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

* The Reserve Bank of India has advised public
sector oil refiners to limit spot US dollar
purchases and utilise a special forex credit
facility.

* The measure aims to stabilise the rupee amid
depreciation pressures caused by rising crude
oil prices and capital outflows.

e Similar liquidity-management measures were
earlier adopted during the Russia-Ukraine War
to cushion external sector shocks.

e Major refiners such as Indian Oil Corporation,
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited, and
Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited—key
importers of crude oil—are being targeted
under this framework.

* Forex demand is being consolidated through
State Bank of India to reduce volatility in
currency markets.

Key Points
e [ndia imports ~85% of its crude oil requirement
(Economic Survey).
¢ Qil marketing companies (OMCs) are among
the largest contributors to dollar demand in
the forex market.
e Therupee has depreciated significantly in
2026 due to:
o Rising crude oil prices
o Foreign portfolio investment (FPI) outflows
o Global geopolitical uncertainty
e Special forex credit line:
o Provides dollar liquidity without immediate
spot market purchases
o Reduces short-term pressure on exchange
rate

e RBI’s broader interventions:
o Sale of forex reserves to smooth volatility
o Regulation of arbitrage trades
o Restrictions on offshore NDF exposure of
domestic banks
e Consolidating forex demand via SBI improves
market depth management and reduces
fragmentation.

Static Linkages

e Exchange Rate Systems: Managed Floating
Exchange Rate

¢ Balance of Payments (BoP): Current Account Deficit
driven by oil imports

e Demand-supply dynamics of foreign exchange

e Role of central bank in currency stabilisation

e Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA), 1999

e Concepts:
o Depreciation vs Devaluation
o Forex reserves and import cover
o Capital flows (FPI vs FDI)

Critical Analysis
Advantages
¢ Reduces immediate demand for dollars, stabilising
rupee
e Limits speculative pressure and exchange rate
volatility
e Enhances coordination in forex market via a nodal
bank
e Provides liquidity support without exhausting
reserves rapidly
Limitations
e Short-term administrative intervention; does not
address structural issues
e May distort free market functioning of forex
markets
e Continued reliance on RBI intervention may deplete
forex reserves
e |ndicates vulnerability due to high import
dependence and volatile capital flows
Challenges
e Persistent high crude oil prices
e Volatility in global capital flows
e Geopolitical uncertainties affecting trade routes
and energy supply
e Maintaining balance between currency stability and
export competitiveness

Way Forward

e Reduce oil import dependence through renewable
energy transition

e Promote rupee-denominated trade agreements
(internationalisation of rupee)

e Strengthen export competitiveness to reduce CAD

e Maintain adequate forex reserves as per IMF
benchmarks

e Deepen domestic financial markets to absorb
external shocks

e Ensure calibrated RBI intervention to avoid market
distortions



A political setback for government, a
democratic opening for Opposition

HE DEFEAT of the Comstitu-
tion {One Hundred and
Thirty-First Amendment)
BNl 2026, is an embanrai-

ey ey the BUIF: But those contradistions
dO!nlIﬂlDﬂ'l.DUEptﬂDll\'lﬂ revodution.

woat; Tems of thonisands having 1w rush 1o
theelr home states from bong distarces to

Towants toown every lsswe and use [t asa - preserve thelr ciilzenship status. The

worpon when eeded. iy St dlied ot Ut astop Losame of hese

ment for the government, Thee third halimark of the permanent miasiares. It bs some reisefthat at baast the

a reménder of the potentis of 3 united  revebution bs the constant need for mobil- Opposition was able toshow the BIPthat

Opposilion, and Mol impoartantly, & Bation. 8 viclory or defead, I this case, Ahere are Sl limaits 16 the project of per-
reprieve for a proper copversation over  as|msomany others, acomblnaticncdhur  PRATAP BHANU  manent revolution.

the Constiiation. bris and unpreparedness led to defeat. MERTA Thits deffeat allows a more sober recon-

The ingrestuction ofthe Bill hadall the
hallmarks of ibe BIF's governing siyle.
‘This was yet another attemp to farther s
wervseod what thiscolumn had deseribed
asa permaneni revolution. The goveming
stybe of permanent revobution is to de-
mroy the power of all counservailing in-
saltutions, break all restralns, and con-
sodidate executive power. The manmer of
Entroducing this Bill signified this. A Fas-

But we akso kesow inthe past. for instance.
inibe moment of demonetisation, they
can even tum bubris and incompetence
ntea rallyieg cry for mobilisation. Oneof
the challenges for il Oppesition bsgodng
b to prevent the BIP froms dolrg what
Lo biews — plary the aggrieved and hun
party, which casts the ko s ot
structionlst, And the knal feature of the
permanesl nevolution is institutional
i

reaching
which would haee deep bmplicaiions for
all comstimutional bodies. the posweral the

w ¥
aries of what M1h|$|k Is possible within
he ciiEmes cosatitational framennk and

sideration of imgaortant institutional and
wonstituibonal questions. But i has o' be
sabd, cur conseititional discussion seemes
o b prodacing anomaly ugsn anomaly,
and not facingup toihe [viemal tensioes
that arise out of the way we think of rep-
renentation, Por years, polisical partics
have been trying to find pretexts for
avolding implementing thelr own com-
iRl on peservalion, Thi may be yet
ofie More attemp to complicats matters.
Hust the constitutional anomaly of trying
i prodiios semi-proponional tuosens

RafyaSabha, the consticutionad sttus of
the delimization process, the transforma-
tlon ef federalise, and the character of
the Lok Zabha, was introduced in atheow-
mwwy manner. It dupliciousty linked de-
Emitationand women's reservation, The
second featuse of ihe permanent reval-
wition ks wresting personal ownershipand
enedil for Eiued on which thens ik awider
polithesl consersus.

The one consiant feature of Narendra

seewhat you can ges wwwy with.

Indeed, the most sinkser ofthis
moment ks how much the BIP's experi-
menis inAssam and Bergal, with detimi-
tationand the SIR, respectively, werepan
of this template. They have created &
precedent for how much havoe canbe
caused tovoters through different forms
ofinatinational gerrynandering.
1ns Beengal, It may bacidlire politi:
cally. But ihese are attenypts to

from a first-past-the- post systemand the
despening of the rotathon of reserved con-
situerschesidons putastrainoncthes prin-
ciplesof represeniation, including the
righits of voters mot to have thelr choboes
nestricned by the bdenaivy of the candidane,

that would harve displayed a more consist-
end Joghe —multi-meniber dis-
tricts or party lists — were sam-

Ourconstitutional discussion mariby thrown out. Theanomaly

Ml carver i Prisne Minisersi (kb has.  experkment with and sequsne 5. segms o beproducing of secepting the principle of
politically pender thatcouldbeused to anomalyuponanomaly.and — caste reservation inore part of
andsoughi to clalm themorl andpolitical  shape, conirol and manipulsie Mlﬁgupmlmimﬂwﬂ the political sysiens while deny-
high grosand on those issues, Insamearess  elections, Like demonetisation, M hat artse out ofthe img it im another, the tension be-

of welfare and legal reform, these have  they impose coston
yiekdod dividends, Butthess hanvalsoboen. (he poores! al cilizens in the
accormpanied by the sormaliationofmis-  name of abstract natienal inter-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e The Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026
failed to pass in Parliament as it did not secure
the required special majority.

* The Bill attempted to link delimitation of Lok
Sabha constituencies with the implementation
of women’s reservation.

* Aunited Opposition opposed the Bill citing
concerns over federal balance, representation,
and institutional integrity.

* The defeat has reopened debate on electoral
reforms, delimitation, and constitutional
processes.

tween federal balance and the
principlectibe cgail vabat ofthe

wary wethinkof representation
— warte, areall eomplex fssues, The

Key Points
e Constitutional amendment requires:

o Special majority under Article 368 (2/3rd
present & voting + majority of total
strength).

e Delimitation:

o Redrawing of constituencies based on
population.

o Frozen till 2026 (84th Constitutional
Amendment Act, 2001).

e Key issues raised:

o Linking delimitation with women’s
reservation complicates implementation.

o Potential regional imbalance (states with
higher population gain more seats).

o Concerns over politicisation of delimitation
process.

e Electoral system:
India follows First-Past-The-Post (FPTP)
system.
o Leads to disproportionate representation
in some cases.

o

Otherways of achievingihisobjective  behal

impegrity of the delimination process
nesds to be protected at all costs. They
nesdto bedeals with by ballding consens
i,

Onbadarce, given India's history and
sepadtivithes, the faderaliem questhon ard
e Braliance off power betwioen e Con Lae
and the states have iobe dealt with theough
consensus. But even here, three ihings
have tabe sadd. First. whiile linguistic im-
posdthon mazst be pesisted and reglonal fair
ness n ton ensured, reducing
ke debate o peglomal antagonism ivks
legitimising the veryugly politics we ought
toresist. The culturl trope of rorth versas
south is dangerous and amahyically an-
founded . Second, st best on constitational

be

lssues, conshderathons cannot be governed
by which political party benefits in the
shiort rur. We need more principled angu-
menks. And third, st all levels of govern-
e Rl — slabe bagislatires, panchiayals,
urban kocal bodies, Parflament’s function:
ing and procedures — we need totake &
Romng b Book at whast Foren a perssine rep-
resentative process should talke.

The: iom buss won an opening.
Bt it s 80 continuse the moemesium on
fof democracy, It will have iogointo
constant mobilisation and convince
cittzens that B dands fos penising demo-
craticempowerment and institional i
tegrity, Discussions of densocracy and Ine
SiruLhons mist now be nescued From the
talnt of opportunizm and bad faith. The

ni revodution has been thwaried.
But Semocracy lsstill inperil

Thay ity i coniributing edilor.
Tha indian Express

e Rotation of reserved seats:
o May affect continuity of
representation and voter choice.

Static Linkages
e Article 368 — Constitutional
Amendment procedure

¢ Delimitation Commission (appointed

under Delimitation Act)
42nd, 84th, 87th Constitutional
Amendments

e First-Past-The-Post electoral system
e Principle of political equality (one
person, one vote)
e Federalism - balance between Union
and States
e Representation of People Act, 1951
Critical Analysis
Positives
e Reinforces parliamentary scrutiny
and checks on executive.
* Prevents hasty constitutional
changes without consensus.
e Highlights need for debate on
electoral reforms.
Negatives
e Delay in implementation of women’s
reservation.
e Creates uncertainty over post-2026
delimitation.
* Risk of politicisation of
constitutional mechanisms.
Challenges
e Balancing population-based
representation vs federal fairness.
e Ensuring transparency in
delimitation.
e Addressing flaws of FPTP system.
Way Forward
¢ Build political consensus on
constitutional reforms.
* Implement women’s reservation
independently of delimitation.

Ensure independent and
transparent delimitation process.

e Consider electoral reforms
(proportional representation
elements).

e Maintain federal balance while

ensuring equal representation.



When animals become
instruments of power

AST WEEK., it was reported that the Border Secur-
iy

o border tostop llegal border crossings. Inswamps
= i river beds where fences can't be erected, the
=\ government wants deterrents of a reptillan kind, In a less
"~ Sona publicised report, it was also revealed that all tiger reserves
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

* The Border Security Force (BSF) has
considered deploying reptiles
(snakes/crocodiles) in unfenced riverine
stretches of the India-Bangladesh border as
deterrents.

e Tiger reserves (e.g., in Karnataka) are
increasingly using canine units for anti-
poaching operations.

e The developments highlight the continued
reliance on a “fortress conservation”
approach, involving strict protected areas and
relocation of forest communities.

* |ssues such as human-wildlife conflict,
ecological imbalance, and ethical concerns
have come to the forefront.

* Recent experiences like cheetah
reintroduction in Kuno National Park underline
challenges in wildlife management and habitat
adequacy.

Key Points
e Use of animals in governance
o Reptiles proposed for border security in
ecologically sensitive terrains.
o Dogs used in wildlife protection for tracking
and surveillance.
* Fortress conservation model
o Segregation of wildlife and humans through
protected areas.
o Often leads to displacement of forest-
dwelling communities.
e Human-wildlife conflict
o Increasing due to habitat fragmentation
and shrinking ecosystems.
o Animals outside protected areas termed
“problem animals”.

e Ecological concerns
o Artificial introduction/use of species may disturb
ecological balance.
o Wildlife reintroduction (e.g., cheetahs) shows
planning challenges.
e Governance issues
o Questions on legality, ethics, and environmental
impact.
o Lack of integration of local community
perspectives.

Static Linkages
o Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 - Legal basis for wildlife
conservation and protected areas.
e Forest Rights Act, 2006 - Recognizes rights of
Scheduled Tribes and forest dwellers.
e Project Tiger (1973) - Flagship species conservation
programme.
¢ National Wildlife Action Plan (2017-2031) — Framework
for wildlife management.
e Key Concepts:
o Carrying capacity of ecosystems
o Habitat fragmentation and wildlife corridors
o In-situ conservation vs community-based
conservation
e Constitutional Provisions:
o Article 21 - Right to life (expanded to environmental
protection)
o Article 48A - State duty to protect environment
o Article 51A(g) - Fundamental duty of citizens

Critical Analysis
Pros
¢ |nnovative solutions for difficult border terrains.
e Strengthens anti-poaching mechanisms.
e Enhances conservation enforcement.
Cons
e Ethical concerns: animals used as instruments of state
power.
e Ecological risks: disturbance of natural ecosystems.
e Human safety risks in border and forest areas.
¢ Displacement contradicts rights-based approach (FRA,
2006).
e Poor planning in wildlife reintroduction and habitat
management.
Challenges
e Balancing conservation with community rights.
e Scientific and ecological viability of such measures.
e [nstitutional coordination.
e Managing rising human-wildlife conflicts.

Way Forward

¢ Shift to community-based conservation.

e Ensure consent-based rehabilitation under FRA, 2006.

e Use technology (drones, smart fencing) instead of
animals for border security.

e Strengthen wildlife corridors and habitat planning.

e Adopt scientific and ethical frameworks in wildlife
policies.

e |ncrease local participation in conservation efforts.



In Parliament pushback,
lesson for government
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e The Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 2026
aimed at linking implementation of women’s
reservation with fresh delimitation and seat
expansion failed to secure the special majority
in Lok Sabha.

e This comes after enactment of the
Constitution (106th Amendment) Act, 2023,
which provides 33% reservation for women in
Lok Sabha and State Assemblies.

e The government proposed implementation
only after:

o Completion of next Census (including caste
data debate)

o Delimitation exercise post-2026 (end of
freeze period)

* Opposition opposed citing:

o Lack of updated Census data
o Concerns over federal imbalance
o Trust deficit in delimitation process

Key Points
e Constitutional amendment procedure
governed by Article 368 of the Indian
Constitution:

o Requires 2/3rd majority of members
present and voting + majority of total
strength

e Women’s reservation law (2023):

o 33% reservation in Lok Sabha & State
Assemblies

o Includes SC/ST quota within women’s
reservation

o Not yet operational due to delimitation
condition

e Delimitation:
o Based on latest Census population data
o Current freeze (since 1976) extended till 2026
e Core concern:
o Population-based redistribution may favour
high-growth states - federal tensions
e Census delay:
o Absence of 2021 Census data affects policy
decisions

Static Linkages

e Representative democracy - equal representation
principle

e Affirmative action - enabling substantive equality

e Delimitation Commission - independent statutory
body

e 42nd Constitutional Amendment (1976) - freeze on
seat redistribution

e Federalism — balance between states in
parliamentary representation

e Census - basis for governance, welfare targeting,
and political representation

e Distinction between ordinary law vs constitutional
amendment

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Highlights limits of majoritarianism in constitutional
amendments
e Reinforces need for consensus and institutional
trust
e Brings focus back on implementation challenges of
women’s reservation
Concerns
e Delay in actual political empowerment of women
e Risk of politicisation of gender justice issue
¢ Possibility of regional imbalance (North vs South)
e Lack of clarity on OBC representation within
women’s quota
Institutional Issues
e Trust deficit in delimitation mechanism
e Absence of updated Census data
e Weak consultation with stakeholders

Way Forward

e Conduct early Census with caste-based data for
informed policymaking

e Decouple women’s reservation from delimitation
delays

e Ensure transparent and independent delimitation
process

e Build multi-party consensus for constitutional
reforms

e Consider sub-classification within women’s quota
(OBC representation)

e Strengthen federal consultation mechanisms (Inter-
State Council, etc.)



	DAILY NEWSPAPER
	ANALYSIS
	Context
	Key Points
	Static Concepts
	Critical Analysis
	Advantages
	Concerns

	Way Forward
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Points
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Points

	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Points
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Points

	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Advantages
	Limitations
	Challenges

	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Points
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Positives
	Negatives
	Challenges

	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Points
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Pros
	Cons
	Challenges

	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Points
	Static Linkages
	Critical Analysis
	Significance
	Concerns
	Institutional Issues

	Way Forward
	Context of the News
	Key Points


