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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Iran has threatened to disrupt maritime trade
routes in the Red Sea, Persian Gulf, and Sea of
Oman if the United States does not lift its
naval blockade.
The blockade is aimed at restricting Iran’s
maritime trade and economic activities.
This development comes amid a fragile two-
week ceasefire and ongoing indirect
negotiations via Pakistan.
Reports indicate disagreement over Iran’s
nuclear programme, especially uranium
enrichment suspension timelines.
Strategic chokepoints like the Strait of Hormuz
remain central to the crisis.

Key Points
Iran has warned of blocking all imports and
exports through key maritime routes.
The U.S. claims it has effectively halted Iran’s
maritime trade, though shipping data suggests
partial continuation.
The Red Sea and Strait of Hormuz are critical
for global oil and trade flows.
Negotiations involve:

U.S. demand: 20-year suspension of
uranium enrichment.
Iran’s counter-offer: 5-year suspension.

Pakistan is acting as a mediator in backchannel
diplomacy.
The crisis risks escalation into regional conflict
affecting global energy security.

Static Linkages 
Strait of Hormuz handles ~20% of global
petroleum trade (Energy chokepoint – EIA
data).
Red Sea connects to Mediterranean via Suez
Canal (major trade artery).
UNCLOS guarantees freedom of navigation in
international waters.
Iran is a signatory to the NPT (Non-
Proliferation Treaty) but disputes obligations.
Naval blockades may be considered an act of
war under international law (San Remo
Manual).

Critical Analysis
Pros / Strategic Rationale

Iran aims to increase bargaining leverage in
nuclear negotiations.
Demonstrates capability to disrupt global
supply chains, raising geopolitical importance.
U.S. blockade pressures Iran economically,
aligning with strategic containment policy.

Concerns / Risks
Threatens global oil supply stability, leading to
inflationary pressures.
Escalation could lead to military confrontation
in critical sea lanes.
Disruption of trade impacts developing
economies like India (energy imports).
Undermines freedom of navigation principles
under international law.

Stakeholders
Gulf countries (regional stability)
Major oil importers (India, China, EU)
Global shipping industry
International organizations (UN, IAEA)

Way Forward
Promote multilateral diplomacy involving
neutral mediators.
Strengthen role of IAEA for nuclear verification
and trust-building.
Ensure adherence to UNCLOS principles for
maritime security.
Diversify energy sources (India’s strategy:
renewables, strategic reserves).
Encourage regional security frameworks in
West Asia.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Union Government has introduced the
Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026
along with a Delimitation Bill.
Proposal aims to increase Lok Sabha strength
from 543 to ~850 seats (~50% increase).
Government assurance (to be clarified in
Parliament by Amit Shah):

Every State’s seats will increase by ~50%.
No State will lose its existing proportional
share.

Concerns raised by States like Odisha, Punjab,
Tamil Nadu, Kerala:

Fear of relative decline in representation
despite increase in absolute seats.

Political opposition:
Naveen Patnaik and Sukhbir Singh Badal
flagged threats to federal balance.

Key Points
Expansion of Lok Sabha

Seats proposed: 543 → ~850.
Approx. 50% increase across all States.

Delimitation Principle
Based on population (Article 81).
Ensures equal representation of citizens.

Freeze on Delimitation
Based on 1971 Census since 1976.
Extended till 2026 (84th Constitutional
Amendment Act, 2001).

Core Issue
Tension between:

Population-based representation
Equity among States (federal balance)

Concerns of States
States with lower population growth:

May see decline in relative share.

Fast-growing States:
Likely to gain greater political weight.

Women’s Reservation Link
Delimitation is a precondition for
implementing reservation in legislatures.

Static Linkages 
Article 81: Composition of Lok Sabha.
Article 82: Readjustment after Census.
Delimitation Commission:

Statutory body appointed by President.
Orders have force of law (not challengeable
in courts).

42nd Amendment Act (1976):
Freeze on seat allocation.

84th Amendment Act (2001):
Extended freeze till 2026.

Federalism as Basic Structure:
Kesavananda Bharati case.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Enhances representative democracy.
Reflects current population realities.
Facilitates women’s reservation
implementation.
Reduces malapportionment (unequal
constituency sizes).

Concerns
Penalizes States with effective population
control.
Risks regional imbalance in political power.
Challenges cooperative federalism.
Ambiguity in draft → trust deficit.

Constitutional Dilemma
Equality of citizens vs equality of States.

Way Forward
Develop a balanced formula:

Combine population with development
indicators.

Provide constitutional safeguards for States
with controlled population growth.
Ensure consensus-based approach via Inter-
State consultations.
Maintain transparency in delimitation
methodology.
Consider phased or hybrid models of
representation.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A nine-judge Bench of the Supreme Court of
India, headed by the Chief Justice, is hearing
constitutional issues arising from the
Sabarimala temple entry case.
The Travancore Devaswom Board (TDB) argued
that restricting entry of women aged 10–50
preserves the deity’s nature as a Naishtika
Brahmachari.
The Court emphasized that Article 25
guarantees freedom of conscience and
equality of all religions, and no belief system is
superior.
The case revisits the conflict between religious
practices and fundamental rights.

Key Points
Freedom of Conscience (Art 25):

Guarantees individual autonomy in matters
of belief.
Applies equally across all religions.

Nature of Restriction:
TDB claims restriction is not total exclusion
but a limited age-based classification.

Essential Religious Practice (ERP):
Core issue: whether the restriction is an
essential religious practice deserving
protection.

Judicial Observations:
Religion is rooted in individual belief.
Constitution promotes pluralism, equality,
and dignity.

Static Linkages
Fundamental Rights are interdependent and
sometimes conflicting.
Equality provisions prohibit arbitrary
discrimination.
Religious freedom is not absolute and subject
to reasonable restrictions.

Courts interpret religious freedom using
judicial doctrines.
Secularism in India ensures equal respect for
all religions.

Critical Analysis
In Favour of Restriction

Protects denominational rights (Art 26)
Maintains religious identity and tradition
Avoids excessive judicial interference in faith

Against Restriction
Violates equality and non-discrimination
Contradicts constitutional morality
May perpetuate gender exclusion

Key Constitutional Debate
Faith vs Fundamental Rights
Group Rights vs Individual Rights
Judicial Review vs Religious Autonomy

Way Forward
Develop clear and consistent standards for
ERP doctrine
Ensure gender justice without undermining
religious freedom
Promote constitutional morality as guiding
principle
Encourage community-led reforms
Maintain judicial balance between intervention
and restraint
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Parliament is set to debate two major Bills:
Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill
Delimitation Bill, 2026

The 131st Amendment proposes:
Increasing Lok Sabha seats to 850
Reserving 1/3rd seats for women, post-
delimitation

The Delimitation Bill proposes:
Redrawing constituencies based on 2011
Census data

Earlier, the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam
(2023) linked women’s reservation with:

Census
Delimitation

Women’s representation remains low:
Lok Sabha (2024): ~13.6%
State Assemblies: <10%

Key Points
Women’s reservation is not immediate, but
conditional upon:

Census completion
Delimitation exercise
Increase in seats

Use of 2011 Census raises concerns about:
Outdated population data
Misrepresentation of demographic changes

SC/ST reservation linkage:
Based on population proportion from
Census
Delimitation using old data may under-
represent SC/ST communities

Historical delimitation:
1971 Census → SC (79), ST (41)
2001 Census → SC (84), ST (47)

Delimitation is politically sensitive:
Last exercise (2002–2008) took ~6 years

Concerns of gerrymandering and political
manipulation
Women’s reservation effectively delayed
indefinitely

Static Linkages
Article 81 – Composition of Lok Sabha
Article 82 – Readjustment after Census
Article 170 – State Legislative Assemblies
Article 330 & 332 – Reservation for SC/ST
Article 334 – Duration of reservation
Delimitation Act, 2002
42nd Amendment – Freeze on delimitation (till
2001)
84th & 87th Amendments – Extension of freeze
till 2026
Principle of “One person, one vote, one value”
Census as basis for representation

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Promotes gender inclusivity in governance
Strengthens representative democracy
Constitutional backing ensures institutional
continuity
Seat expansion may reduce political
displacement

Concerns
Delayed implementation due to multiple
linkages
Use of outdated Census data undermines
fairness
Potential dilution of SC/ST representation
Risk of political manipulation in delimitation
May create federal tensions
Undermines urgency of women’s political
empowerment

Way Forward
Implement women’s reservation
independently of delimitation
Conduct updated Census at the earliest
Ensure transparent, neutral Delimitation
Commission
Safeguard SC/ST proportional representation
Build broad political consensus
Consider time-bound implementation
mechanism
Promote capacity building of women leaders
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Union government has introduced three
key Bills related to delimitation and women’s
reservation.
The Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill
proposes increasing the Lok Sabha strength
from 550 to ~850.
Delimitation to be conducted using a Census
specified by Parliament (likely 2011 Census).
Women’s reservation (33%) to be implemented
only after delimitation, valid for 15 years.
A new Delimitation Commission will be set up;
provisions extended to Delhi, J&K, Puducherry.

Key Points
Lok Sabha Expansion

Increase to ~815–850 seats.
Alters legislative dynamics and
representation.

Population-based Redistribution
Seats allocated based on population share.
Gains: Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan.
Loss: Tamil Nadu, Kerala.

Delimitation Flexibility
Parliament can decide timing and Census
basis.
Moves away from mandatory post-Census
delimitation.

Impact on Federalism
Population-heavy states gain dominance.
Concerns over imbalance between states.

Lok Sabha vs Rajya Sabha
Rajya Sabha strength unchanged.
Joint sitting advantage increases for Lok
Sabha.

Council of Ministers
Ceiling (15%) increases → potential rise to
~120 ministers.

Functioning of Parliament
Reduced participation opportunities for
MPs.
Low sitting days aggravate issue.

Women’s Reservation
Deferred implementation (post-
delimitation).
Time-bound (15 years).

Static Linkages
Article 81 – Composition of Lok Sabha
Article 82 – Delimitation after Census
Article 75(1A) – 15% cap on Council of Ministers
Article 170 – State Assembly composition
42nd Amendment – Freeze on delimitation
84th & 87th Amendments – Adjustments
without altering seats
Delimitation Commission (1952, 1962, 1972,
2002)
Principle of “One Person, One Vote, One Value”

Critical Analysis
Pros

Improves representational equity (equal vote
value).
Enables women’s political representation.
Reflects demographic changes.

Cons
Penalises states successful in population
control.
Weakens federal balance.
Enhances executive dominance (larger
ministry).
Reduces deliberative efficiency of Parliament.
Rajya Sabha’s relative importance declines.

Way Forward
Adopt balanced formula (population +
performance indicators).
Strengthen Rajya Sabha role in federal
structure.
Increase parliamentary sittings (100+ days).
Mandatory committee scrutiny of Bills.
Ensure transparent and consultative process.
Synchronise women’s reservation with
immediate implementation roadmap.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India Meteorological Department has forecast
a “below normal” Southwest Monsoon (≈92%
of LPA) for 2026 (±5% error margin).
Anticipated emergence of El Niño, likely to
weaken monsoon, especially in August–
September.
Possible moderating role of Indian Ocean
Dipole.
Historical pattern: IMD’s early warnings of
deficit monsoon often align with actual
drought-like outcomes.

Key Points
IMD Rainfall Classification

Normal: 96–104% of LPA
Below Normal: 90–96%
Deficient: <90%

El Niño–Monsoon Link
Warming of central/eastern Pacific (>1°C).
~9 out of 16 El Niño years (since 1950)
associated with deficient monsoon.
Impact depends on timing and intensity.

Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD)
Positive IOD can enhance monsoon rainfall
and offset El Niño effects.

Agricultural Dependence
~50% net sown area is rain-fed.
Monsoon contributes ~75% of annual
rainfall.

Economic Implications
Risk to kharif output, rural demand, and
inflation.
Reservoir stress impacting rabi crops.

Associated Risks
Fertilizer shortages due to global
geopolitical tensions.
Increased agrarian distress if monsoon
deficit persists.

Static Linkages
Mechanism of Indian Monsoon: ITCZ,
differential heating, jet streams.
ENSO (El Niño–Southern Oscillation) and its
global climatic impact.
Cropping seasons: Kharif dependence on
monsoon rainfall.
Irrigation types and distribution in India.
Drought types: Meteorological vs Agricultural
vs Hydrological.
Food security: buffer stocks, MSP, PDS.

Critical Analysis
Forecasting Limitations

±5% uncertainty reduces precision in
planning.

Structural Vulnerability
High dependence on rain-fed agriculture
increases risk exposure.

Climate Complexity
El Niño impact is non-linear; depends on
seasonal timing.

Sectoral Impact
Weak late monsoon harms crop maturation
stage.
Potential inflationary pressures due to
supply shocks.

External Risks
Global disruptions (fertilizer, energy) can
aggravate rural distress.

Way Forward
Improve block-level agro-meteorological
advisories (IMD + ICAR).
Promote climate-resilient agriculture (drought-
resistant seeds, diversification).
Expand micro-irrigation & water conservation
(PMKSY).
Ensure fertilizer buffer stocks and supply chain
stability.
Strengthen reservoir management and
groundwater recharge.
Enhance coverage and efficiency of PMFBY
(crop insurance).
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A recent suicide case in Kerala linked to
harassment by illegal digital lending apps has
drawn national attention to gaps in regulation.
Multiple similar incidents and rising complaints
indicate a pattern of coercive practices by
unregulated fintech platforms.
Despite guidelines issued by the Reserve Bank
of India, enforcement remains weak due to
technological and jurisdictional challenges.
The issue raises concerns relating to data
privacy, cyber security, financial literacy, and
protection of vulnerable groups.

Key Points
Functioning of Predatory Apps

Operate without authorization or misuse
NBFC tie-ups.
Access sensitive personal data (contacts,
photos, location).
Use intimidation tactics—threat calls,
public shaming, harassment of
acquaintances.

RBI Digital Lending Framework
Loans must be disbursed directly to
borrower accounts.

Regulated entities (banks/NBFCs) are
responsible for compliance.
Transparency in interest rates and charges is
mandated.
However, app-level misconduct and data misuse
remain inadequately regulated.

Regulatory Challenges
Apps hosted on foreign servers evade Indian
jurisdiction.
Frequent relaunch under new identities after
bans.
Lack of coordination between financial and IT
regulators.

Socio-economic Context
High smartphone penetration but limited
financial awareness.
Students and low-income individuals are
primary targets.

Static Linkages
Article 21 – Right to life includes dignity and privacy.
Right to Privacy (Justice K.S. Puttaswamy case,
2017).
RBI Act, 1934 – Regulation of NBFCs.
Information Technology Act, 2000 – Cyber offences
and data misuse.
Consumer Protection Act, 2019 – Unfair trade
practices.
Financial inclusion policies (Jan Dhan Yojana, Digital
India).

Critical Analysis
Regulatory Vacuum: RBI regulates financial entities
but not digital platforms directly.
Privacy Concerns: Excessive data access violates
proportionality and consent principles.
Weak Enforcement: Cross-border operations limit
police action.
Social Impact: Vulnerable groups face exploitation
and mental distress.
Ethical Issues: Profit-driven models overriding
consumer protection norms.

Way Forward
Introduce a comprehensive legal framework for
digital lending.
Mandatory RBI certification/whitelisting of lending
apps.
Restrict access of financial apps to sensitive
personal data at OS level.
Strengthen KYC norms for payment intermediaries.
Ensure strict disclosure of effective interest rates
and fees.
Enhance grievance redressal mechanisms.
Promote financial literacy among youth and
vulnerable sections.
Strengthen international cooperation to tackle
cross-border cybercrime.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Recent strikes by gig and factory workers in
Uttar Pradesh highlight concerns over low
wages and poor working conditions.
These developments bring renewed attention
to the implementation challenges of India’s
four Labour Codes.
The codes aim to simplify and rationalise
labour laws, but their impact is uneven across
sectors and worker categories.
Concerns persist regarding weak enforcement,
informal sector exclusion, and gig worker
protection.

Key Points
Four Labour Codes:

Code on Wages, 2019
Code on Social Security, 2020
Industrial Relations Code, 2020
Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions Code, 2020

Employment Impact
Mostly compositional: shift in
nature/quality of jobs rather than large job
creation
Sector-specific and firm-size dependent

Wages
National floor wage can reduce wage
inequality
Effectiveness depends on appropriate
calibration

Productivity
Moderate improvement expected due to:

Better worker protection
Reduced compliance complexity
Improved labour allocation

Firm-Level Impact
Large firms benefit more due to
compliance capacity
MSMEs face higher compliance burden

Key Gaps
Weak enforcement, especially in informal sector
Limited social security coverage
Lack of operational clarity for gig workers

Static Linkages
Directive Principles of State Policy (Articles 38, 39,
41, 43) – welfare state, living wage
Concept of minimum wage vs living wage (NCERT
Economics)
Informal sector dominance (~90% workforce –
Economic Survey)
Labour as a Concurrent List subject
Role of EPFO and ESIC in social security
Structural transformation and labour productivity

Critical Analysis
Positives

Simplification of 29 labour laws into 4 codes
Potential to improve ease of doing business
Encourages formalisation of workforce
Enhances labour mobility and productivity
Recognises gig and platform workers

Concerns
Weak enforcement undermines effectiveness
Risk of wage suppression if floor wage too low
MSMEs may face compliance stress
Gig worker protections largely declaratory, not
operational
Threshold-based provisions may discourage firm
expansion
Informal sector largely remains outside effective
coverage

Stakeholder Perspectives
Workers: demand better wages, job security, social
protection
Employers: seek flexibility, lower compliance
burden
Government: balancing growth with welfare
Gig platforms: concerned about cost implications

Way Forward
Strengthen enforcement mechanisms using digital
compliance systems
Set realistic national floor wage indexed to inflation
Provide compliance support and incentives to
MSMEs
Operationalise gig worker social security fund with
clear contributions
Remove threshold-based distortions in regulations
Expand EPF/ESIC coverage and update eligibility
thresholds
Invest in skill development and human capital
Improve Centre-State coordination for uniform
implementation
Build integrated labour data systems for
transparency
Align labour reforms with industrial and trade
policies
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Increasing global concern over ecological
degradation due to human activities such as
climate change, biodiversity loss, and resource
depletion.
Scientific discourse highlights the possibility of
humanity approaching ecological limits or
“overshoot.”
Environmental damage caused by conflicts has
emerged as a critical but under-regulated
issue.
International efforts (e.g., climate agreements,
SDGs) indicate attempts to shift towards
sustainable development.

Key Points
Ecological Limits & Growth Pattern

Natural populations follow a logistic
(sigmoidal) growth curve due to resource
constraints.
Human civilization is showing signs of
approaching ecological limits (planetary
boundaries).

Anthropocene Epoch
Humans have become a major geological
force influencing climate, biodiversity, and
ecosystems.

Major Environmental Challenges
Climate change: global warming, extreme
weather events (IPCC findings).

Biodiversity loss: rapid species extinction (IPBES
estimates).
Resource depletion: groundwater stress,
deforestation, soil degradation.

Conflict–Environment Link
Armed conflicts cause long-term ecological damage
(pollution, habitat destruction).
Lack of enforceable global mechanisms to address
wartime environmental damage.

Human Behavioral Contradiction
Despite awareness, unsustainable exploitation of
natural resources continues.
Short-term economic interests dominate long-term
ecological stability.

Scope for Ecological Recovery
Ecosystems can regenerate if anthropogenic
pressures are reduced.
Sustainable practices and conservation can
stabilize environmental decline.

Static Linkages
Carrying capacity and ecological balance
Concept of sustainable development (Brundtland
Report, 1987)
Climate change basics: greenhouse effect, carbon cycle
Biodiversity and ecosystem services
Fundamental Duty under Article 51A(g)
Public Trust Doctrine
International environmental agreements (CBD,
UNFCCC)

Critical Analysis
Positive AspectsRising global awareness about
sustainability.
International initiatives such as SDGs and climate
agreements.
Technological advancements in renewable energy
and conservation.
ChallengesContinued overexploitation of resources.
Weak implementation of environmental regulations.
Absence of accountability in conflict-related
ecological damage.
Inequitable resource consumption across countries.
Ethical ConcernsIntergenerational equity.
Conflict between development and ecological
sustainability.
Anthropocentric vs ecocentric perspectives.

Way Forward
Integrate ecological limits into development planning.
Strengthen environmental governance and
enforcement.
Promote sustainable consumption and circular
economy.
Enhance climate adaptation and resilience strategies.
Develop international legal frameworks for
environmental protection during conflicts.
Foster environmental awareness and ethical
responsibility.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Tensions between Donald Trump (USA) and
Masoud Pezeshkian (Iran) persist despite
signals for renewed diplomatic engagement.
The U.S. has imposed a naval blockade
targeting Iranian oil exports, while Iran has
restricted passage through the Strait of
Hormuz.
Both countries are attempting to avoid
appearing weak domestically, complicating
negotiations.
Core issues include Iran’s nuclear programme,
maritime security in the Persian Gulf, and
Iran’s regional influence via proxy groups.
Historical precedent: The Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action took nearly 20 months of
negotiations.

Key Points
Strategic chokepoint: Strait of Hormuz handles
~20% of global oil trade (EIA estimates).
Economic warfare: U.S. blockade aims to curb
Iran’s oil revenues (“war chest”).
Iran’s resilience: Despite sanctions, Iran has
shown high tolerance to economic pressure.
Escalation risk: Iran threatens disruption
across Persian Gulf, Red Sea, and Sea of Oman.
Diplomatic constraints: Domestic political
optics limit compromise.
Negotiation gap: U.S. proposes 20-year
uranium enrichment suspension vs Iran’s 5-
year proposal.

Regional dimension: Israel-Lebanon tensions
and proxy conflicts complicate resolution.

Static Linkages
Strait of Hormuz as a critical maritime
chokepoint in global energy security.
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) –
framework governing nuclear activities.
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS) – principles of freedom of
navigation.
Economic sanctions as a foreign policy tool.
Balance of Power theory in international
relations.
Energy security and dependence on West
Asian oil.

Critical Analysis
OpportunitiesContinued diplomatic
signalling indicates possibility of
negotiated settlement.
Economic pressure may incentivise
compromise.
ChallengesPersistent trust deficit between
both nations.
Domestic political compulsions limit
flexibility.
Risk of oil price shocks and inflationary
pressures globally.
Blockades may challenge freedom of
navigation under international law.
Proxy conflicts increase regional instability.
Stakeholder ConcernsIndia: energy security
and diaspora safety.
Gulf nations: regional stability.
Global economy: supply chain disruptions.

Way Forward
Revive a modified JCPOA-type framework with
phased commitments.
Implement confidence-building measures
(sanctions relief vs compliance).
Ensure adherence to UNCLOS provisions on
transit passage.
Encourage multilateral mediation (UN, EU,
regional actors).
Promote energy diversification and strategic
reserves for vulnerable countries.
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