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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Supreme Court of India raised concerns
over exclusion of voters from electoral rolls in
West Bengal ahead of Assembly elections.
The issue arose due to a Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) conducted by the Election
Commission of India.
Around 34 lakh voters were excluded citing
“logical discrepancies” and filed appeals
before tribunals.
Electoral rolls were frozen on April 9, just days
before polling (April 23 & 29).
The Court emphasized that the right to vote
and remain on electoral rolls is both
constitutional and sentimental.

Key Points
Mass Exclusion: ~34 lakh voters removed; over
1 lakh appeals pending per tribunal.
New Category Introduced: “Logical
discrepancy” used as a ground for exclusion—
questioned by Court.
Deviation from Past Practice: Earlier, voters in
2002 electoral roll were exempt from
verification; deviation noted.
Judicial Concern:

SIR termed “inquisitorial” and “unilateral”.
Lack of adequate hearing before exclusion.

Timing Issue: Exercise conducted very close to
elections → created uncertainty.
Court Directive: Need for a robust appellate
mechanism and protection of due process
rights.

Static Linkages
Universal Adult Franchise under Article 326.
Representation of the People Act, 1950 & 1951
provisions on electoral rolls.
Independence and powers of constitutional
bodies under Article 324.

Principles of Natural Justice (Audi
Alteram Partem).
Basic Structure Doctrine:
Democracy and free & fair
elections.

Critical Analysis
Positives / Justifications

Ensures purity and accuracy of
electoral rolls.
Helps remove duplicate/fake
entries.
Strengthens electoral integrity in
the long run.

Concerns / Issues
Arbitrary criteria (“logical
discrepancy”) lacks legal clarity.
Violation of natural justice (no
proper hearing before exclusion).
Timing before elections affects
democratic participation.
Administrative burden: tribunals
overwhelmed → justice delayed.
Risk of disenfranchisement of
marginalized groups.

Stakeholders
Voters (especially vulnerable
populations)
Election Commission
Judiciary
Political parties
Civil society

Constitutional Dimensions
Right to vote (statutory but linked
to democracy).
Article 14 (Equality before law)
concerns.
Free & fair elections as basic
structure.

Way Forward
Clear legal definition and guidelines
for voter exclusion criteria.
Ensure pre-deletion notice and
hearing for all affected voters.
Strengthen digital and transparent
verification systems.
Conduct revisions well before
elections, not immediately prior.
Increase number of appellate
tribunals for timely redressal.
Parliamentary oversight or reforms
in Representation of People Acts.
Promote voter awareness and
facilitation mechanisms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Retail inflation (CPI-based) rose marginally to
3.4% in March 2026 from 3.21% in February
2026.
Food inflation increased to 3.87% (from 3.47%),
driven by select food items.
Inflation remains below the 4% target set by
the Reserve Bank of India.
Data released by the National Statistics Office
is based on a new CPI series (Base Year: 2024).
Slight inflationary pressure linked to West Asia
geopolitical tensions affecting fuel costs.

Key Points
Headline CPI Inflation: 3.4% (within RBI
tolerance band of 2–6%).
Food Inflation: 3.87%

High inflation: gold, silver, tomato,
cauliflower, copra
Negative inflation: onion, potato, pulses
(arhar, chickpeas)

Fuel & Light Inflation: 1.65% (impact of LPG &
alternate fuels)
Housing Inflation: 2.11%
Rural vs Urban Inflation:

Rural: 3.63%
Urban: 3.11%

State-wise Variation:
Highest: Telangana (5.83%)
Lowest: Mizoram (0.66%)

Policy Context:
Stable repo rate maintained by RBI
Government held fuel prices stable despite
global crude rise

Static Linkages
CPI measures price change in consumption
basket (base year revision improves accuracy).
Inflation targeting framework under Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC) (4% ±2%).
Food inflation linked to agricultural supply
chains, MSP, buffer stocks.
Fuel inflation linked to global crude prices &
exchange rate (import dependence ~85%).
Core inflation excludes food & fuel → indicator
of demand-side pressures.
Role of NSO in data collection (rural + urban
sampling methodology).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Inflation within target → macroeconomic
stability
Decline in key food items → improved supply
conditions
Stable monetary policy → supports growth

Concerns
Rising food inflation → structural agricultural
inefficiencies
Fuel inflation risk → external vulnerability
(geopolitics)
Regional disparities → uneven price
distribution
Essential commodities inflation impacts poor
households disproportionately

Way Forward
Strengthen agricultural logistics and storage
infrastructure
Enhance buffer stock and price stabilisation
mechanisms
Reduce energy import dependence
(renewables, diversification)
Improve inflation monitoring and forecasting
systems
Ensure policy coordination between RBI and
Government
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Ongoing geopolitical tensions in West Asia,
alongside the Russia-Ukraine War, have
disrupted global energy supply chains.
Partial blockade of the Strait of Hormuz has
affected crude oil, natural gas, and fertilizer
movement.
Brent crude prices spiked to ~$109/barrel
(April 2026) before easing to ~$95 after a
temporary ceasefire.
India’s crude import dependence is ~90%, with
imports from ~41 countries.
Indian crude basket peaked at $157/bbl (March
2026) before falling to ~$120/bbl (April 2026).

Key Points
Supply ShockDisruptions in energy,
fertilizers, and chemicals supply chains.
Impact on sectors: textiles, cement,
chemicals, tyres.
Logistics Cost PushEnergy-intensive
transport and storage costs rising →
cascading inflation.
Trade Impact16.4% of India’s exports go to
West Asia (2024–25).
Demand slowdown in US & Europe worsens
export outlook.
Exchange Rate PressureRupee depreciation
due to higher import bills and capital
outflows.
FPI outflows: $13.6 billion (March 2026).
Remittances RiskGulf remittances may
decline → CAD pressure.

Fiscal ImpactExcise duty cuts → revenue
loss (~₹1.32 lakh crore annually).
Rising subsidies (food, fertilizer,
petroleum).
Inflation & GrowthAs per Reserve Bank
of India:

10% oil price rise → GDP ↓ 15 bps,
Inflation ↑ 30 bps.

Current levels may reduce GDP growth
by ~1% and raise inflation by >2%.

Static Linkages
India’s energy security depends on import
diversification and strategic reserves.
Current Account Deficit widens when
imports > exports.
Cost-push inflation arises due to increase in
input prices (oil, fertilizers).
Exchange rate depreciation linked to capital
outflows and trade imbalance.
Fiscal deficit increases with subsidies and
reduced tax revenues.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Diversification of crude sources reduces
concentration risk.
Temporary fall in oil prices gives short-term
relief.

Cons
High import dependence → structural
vulnerability.
Inflationary pressures affect poor
households.
Fiscal stress due to subsidies and tax cuts.
Agriculture impacted via fertilizer
shortages.

Challenges
Balancing inflation control with growth.
Managing CAD and exchange rate volatility.
Ensuring uninterrupted energy supply.

Way Forward
Promote renewable energy & green
hydrogen.
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Rationalize fuel taxation.
Boost domestic fertilizer production.
Strengthen diplomatic ties in West Asia.
Improve energy efficiency in logistics &
industry.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A recent policy discussion evaluates the
application of B. R. Ambedkar’s ideas of social
justice, equality, and constitutional morality in
governance.
Focus on welfare and governance initiatives
undertaken by the Yuvajana Sramika Rythu
Congress Party government in Andhra
Pradesh.
Highlights include reforms in education,
healthcare, decentralised governance, women
empowerment, and agriculture support
systems.
Raises concerns regarding institutional
integrity, constitutional morality, and
sustainability of welfare policies.

Key Points
Ambedkarite Principles in
GovernanceEquality and dignity as core
State obligations
Social justice through public policy (not
symbolic measures)
Emphasis on constitutional morality
Education & HealthSchool infrastructure
upgradation and English medium
Strengthening public healthcare to reduce
out-of-pocket expenditure
Decentralised GovernanceGrama
Sachivalaya system for last-mile delivery
Household-level service outreach
Women EmpowermentDirect Benefit
Transfers to women
50% reservation in local governance

Agriculture & Rural
EconomyInstitutional support via
Rythu Bharosa Kendras
Focus on tenant farmers and tribal
land rights
Economic DevelopmentPort-led
growth and coastal infrastructure
Fisheries and logistics sector
expansion
IssuesFiscal burden of welfare
schemes
Politicisation of welfare and legacy
Institutional weakening concerns

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before law
Article 15 – Prohibition of
discrimination
Article 38 – Social order for welfare
Article 47 – Public health
73rd Constitutional Amendment –
Panchayati Raj
Constitutional morality (Ambedkar’s
debates)
DBT & JAM Trinity (Economic Survey)

Critical Analysis
Pros

Strengthens inclusive governance
Improves last-mile delivery
Enhances human capital (education &
health)
Promotes women-led development

Cons
Fiscal sustainability concerns
Risk of political capture of welfare
Weak institutional accountability
Implementation inefficiencies

Way Forward
Ensure institutional governance over
personality-driven politics
Balance welfare with fiscal prudence
Strengthen monitoring (CAG, social
audits)
Improve targeting using data-driven
systems
Uphold constitutional morality
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

In Hungary, long-serving Prime Minister Viktor
Orban was voted out after nearly two decades
in power.
Opposition leader Peter Magyar secured a two-
thirds majority in Parliament with his Tisza
party.
The electoral verdict reflects public
dissatisfaction with:

Weakening of democratic institutions
Alleged corruption and crony capitalism
Anti-European Union stance

The result is part of a broader global trend
indicating voter fatigue with right-wing
populism and illiberal governance.

Key Points
Hungary follows a parliamentary system; a
two-thirds majority enables:

Constitutional amendments
Structural institutional reforms

Features of Orban-era governance:
Concept of “illiberal democracy”
Curtailment of judicial independence and
media freedom

Centralisation under the NER (National
Cooperation System)

Implications of the verdict:
Potential restoration of checks and
balances
Re-alignment with European Union norms
and policies

Global relevance:
Strengthens the idea of electoral
accountability
Shows limits of authoritarian populism
within democratic frameworks

Static Linkages
Rule of Law (Dicey): Equality before law,
absence of arbitrariness
Separation of Powers: Checks and balances
among organs of government
Constitutionalism: Limited government under
a legal framework
Electoral Democracy: Free and fair elections as
core feature
Liberal vs Illiberal Democracy (Political Theory)
Role of supranational institutions (EU, ICC)

Critical Analysis
Positive Dimensions

Reinforces democratic accountability through
elections
Opportunity to restore institutional
independence
Promotes pluralism and inclusive governance
Indicates resilience of democratic systems

Negative Dimensions
Transition may create policy uncertainty
Persistent political polarisation
Institutional rollback may face administrative
resistance

Key Challenges
Reversing entrenched structural changes
Addressing corruption and governance deficits
Balancing domestic priorities with
international commitments

Way Forward
Strengthen independent judiciary and
oversight institutions
Ensure transparency and anti-corruption
measures
Promote inclusive and participatory
governance
Safeguard media freedom and civil liberties
Align governance with rules-based democratic
norms
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the Issue

Karnataka shows moderate groundwater
extraction (66%), but Bengaluru East Taluka
shows extreme over-extraction (378%) in 2025.
Weak monsoon (2024) led to ~50% of borewells
drying, intensifying the crisis.
Dependence on Cauvery water and private
tankers is rising.
Crisis is spreading to newer urban areas such
as Koramangala and Hebbal.
Indicates structural urban water
mismanagement, not just climatic variability.

Key Points
Groundwater Over-extractionExtraction
beyond recharge → long-term aquifer
stress.
378% extraction signals unsustainable
usage.
Geological ConstraintsBengaluru lies on
hard crystalline rocks → low porosity and
slow recharge.
Urbanisation ImpactConcretisation
reduces percolation of rainwater.

Loss of lakes and wetlands weakens natural
recharge systems.
Water Governance IssuesFragmented
management of surface water, groundwater, and
wastewater.
Inefficient distribution → high losses (Non-
Revenue Water).
Current Measures775 MLD water supply project
(partially implemented).
Use of treated wastewater for lake recharge.

Static Linkages 
Groundwater is a common pool resource with risk of
“tragedy of commons”.
India is the largest groundwater extractor globally
(World Bank, FAO).
Aquifer types: Unconfined vs confined; hard rock
aquifers have low porosity.
Hydrological cycle: Recharge depends on
precipitation, infiltration, evapotranspiration.
Urban floods vs water scarcity paradox due to poor
drainage and recharge systems.
Rainwater harvesting mandated under various State
laws.
Atal Bhujal Yojana (Ministry of Jal Shakti) –
community-led groundwater management.
National Water Policy (2012) – emphasises
integrated water resource management (IWRM).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Wastewater reuse promotes circular water
economy.
Expansion of piped supply reduces tanker
dependence (partially).

Challenges
Severe groundwater depletion in urban pockets.
Over-reliance on external sources (Cauvery).
Weak enforcement of rainwater harvesting norms.
Inequality in access (rich vs tanker-dependent
poor).
Lack of integrated water management framework.

Ethical Concerns
Intergenerational equity compromised.
Environmental justice issues in water access.

Way Forward
Adopt Sponge City model:

Restore lakes, wetlands, and drainage channels
Increase permeable surfaces

Ensure 100% wastewater recycling for non-potable
use
Strict regulation of groundwater extraction
Reduce distribution losses (NRW)
Promote rainwater harvesting at scale
Implement Integrated Urban Water Management
(IUWM)
Align urban planning with hydrogeological capacity
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Large-scale industrial protests across Noida,
Manesar, Surat, Barauni demanding better
wages and working conditions.
Immediate trigger: Haryana’s minimum wage
revision (April 2026) leading to inter-state
wage disparity.
Discontent over implementation of new
Labour Codes (Nov 2025).
Rising cost of living due to LPG price surge
(linked to West Asia crisis).
Protests turned violent in some industrial
clusters, affecting production.

Key Points
Major DemandsIncrease in minimum wages
(up to 35%)
Equal pay for same work across states
Social security (EPFO, ESIC coverage)
Safe and hygienic working conditions
Core IssuesContract labour exploitation
Wage disparity between states
Weak enforcement of Labour Codes
Lack of grievance redressal
Economic DimensionsInflation → erosion of
real wages
Fuel (LPG) price rise → increased household
burden
Labour unrest → disruption in industrial
output

Static Linkages
DPSP: Article 43 (Living wage, decent
standard of life)
Fundamental Right: Article 19(1)(c)
(association/union)
Code on Wages, 2019 (subsume
Minimum Wages Act, 1948)
Industrial Relations Code, 2020
Real vs Nominal Wages (inflation
impact)
Informal workforce (~90%)
EPFO & ESIC – social security
mechanisms

Critical Analysis
Positives

Wage revisions reflect responsiveness
to inflation
Labour Codes aim to rationalise labour
laws
Increased worker awareness
(digital/social media driven)

Negatives
Inter-state wage disparity → industrial
unrest
Weak implementation of Labour Codes
Contract workers lack adequate
protection
Violent protests harm investment
climate

Challenges
High informalisation of workforce
Absence of uniform national wage
system
Weak inspection & compliance
mechanisms
Rising inflation reducing purchasing
power

Way Forward
Operationalise National Floor Wage
effectively
Strengthen enforcement via digital
labour compliance systems
Promote tripartite dialogue (state–
industry–labour)
Universalise social security (include
gig/contract workers)
Index wages to CPI (inflation-linked
revision)
Improve occupational safety standards
and inspections
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Indian rupee is under sustained
depreciation pressure due to external sector
imbalances.
India may record a third consecutive year of
Balance of Payments (BoP) deficit in FY26,
indicating persistent external vulnerability.
Capital inflows weakening:

FPI inflows inconsistent
Net FDI inflows turned negative since
August 2025

Global headwinds: geopolitical tensions,
tightening financial conditions, and trade
disruptions affecting currency stability.
Historical precedents:

2008 Global Financial Crisis
2013 Taper Tantrum
 showed similar currency volatility and
policy responses.

Key Points
Depreciation impact:

Short-term: export competitiveness
improves
Long-term: inflation, reduced purchasing
power, capital outflows

Dornbusch Overshooting Model:
Exchange rates adjust rapidly due to
financial market dynamics
Leads to short-term “overshooting” beyond
equilibrium

Mundell-Fleming Model:
Impossible Trinity: cannot achieve all three
simultaneously—fixed exchange rate, free
capital mobility, independent monetary
policy

Monetary policy instruments: repo rate, CRR,
SLR
Fiscal deficit and macroeconomic stability
Capital flows: differences between FDI and FPI
External vulnerability indicators: CAD, forex
reserves

Critical Analysis
Advantages of Depreciation

Enhances export competitiveness
Acts as automatic stabilizer during external
shocks

Disadvantages
Leads to imported inflation (fuel, fertilizers)
Increases external debt burden
Causes capital flight and investor uncertainty
Reduces real income and purchasing power

Key Challenges
Balancing inflation control with growth
Managing volatile capital flows
Structural import dependence
Limited policy flexibility due to Impossible
Trinity

Way Forward
Maintain macroeconomic stability (inflation
targeting, fiscal discipline)
Boost manufacturing and exports (PLI
schemes, diversification)
Improve ease of doing business to retain and
attract FDI
Strengthen energy security to reduce import
dependence
Build adequate forex reserves buffers
Ensure coordinated monetary and fiscal policy
response
Focus on long-term capital inflows rather than
volatile flows

Structural concerns:
High import dependence
(especially energy)
Weak export diversification
Investor confidence issues

Policy tools used:
Monetary: repo rate, liquidity
adjustment, forex intervention
Fiscal: subsidy rationalisation,
fiscal consolidation

Static Linkages
Balance of Payments: current account
vs capital account
Exchange rate determination (demand-
supply of forex)
Inflation: cost-push inflation via
imports
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Reports have emerged from West Bengal
regarding large-scale exclusion of voters
during a Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls.
Several individuals, despite submitting valid
documents (including legacy data from 1952
electoral rolls), have been declared “doubtful
voters” (D-voters).
The Election Commission of India has initiated
such revisions to ensure electoral integrity, but
implementation issues have triggered
widespread grievances.
The Supreme Court of India has recently
emphasized that the right to vote and be
included in electoral rolls is both
constitutional and integral to democracy.

Key Points
D-voter Concept: Individuals whose citizenship
is under doubt; must prove eligibility before
tribunals.
Mass Exclusions: Lakhs reportedly excluded
due to “logical discrepancies” or
documentation gaps.
Inconsistency: Cases where members of the
same family are treated differently despite
similar documents.
Burden of Proof: Citizens required to approach
tribunals and provide legacy documents.
Impact on Professionals: Even government
servants (police, armed forces personnel) have
faced exclusion.

Human Rights Concerns: Social stigma of being
labelled “illegal” or “foreigner”.
Administrative Issues: Allegations of unscientific
and hurried implementation of SIR.

Static Linkages
Article 326: Universal Adult Suffrage
Representation of the People Act, 1950 & 1951
Citizenship Act, 1955
Principles of Natural Justice (Audi Alteram
Partem)
Rule of Law (Equality before Law – Article 14)
Electoral Roll Revision Process (ECI guidelines)
Quasi-judicial tribunals (Foreigners Tribunals
concept in Assam context)

Critical Analysis
Positives

Ensures clean and accurate electoral rolls
Prevents illegal voting and electoral fraud
Strengthens democratic legitimacy

Concerns
Violation of natural justice if due process not
followed
Administrative arbitrariness in document
verification
Burden on citizens instead of the State
Social stigma and psychological distress
Exclusion of genuine citizens → democratic
disenfranchisement

Stakeholder Perspectives
Citizens: Fear, harassment, identity crisis
Government/ECI: Need for electoral integrity
Judiciary: Balancing legality with fundamental
rights
Civil Society: Concerns over exclusion and human
rights

Constitutional/Moral Dimensions
Right to vote linked to democratic participation
Ethical issue of presumption of guilt vs innocence
Equality vs administrative convenience

Way Forward
Ensure transparent, standardized verification
procedures
Shift burden of proof partly to the State (use
digital databases, Aadhaar linkage cautiously)
Establish time-bound grievance redressal
mechanisms
Use technology (AI/data matching) to reduce
human error
Provide legal aid and awareness to affected
citizens
Judicial oversight to ensure due process and
fairness
Periodic audits of SIR process by independent
bodies
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Punjab Assembly passed the Jagat Jot Sri
Guru Granth Sahib Satkar (Amendment) Bill,
2026 unanimously during a special session on
Baisakhi.
The Bill proposes life imprisonment or a
minimum of 7 years’ imprisonment along with a
fine up to ₹25 lakh for desecration of Guru
Granth Sahib.
It expands the definition of sacrilege to include
spoken, written, symbolic, and electronic
expressions.
Comes in the backdrop of 2015 sacrilege
incidents in Faridkot (Burj Jawahar Singh Wala
& Bargari).
Earlier attempts (2016, 2018) failed due to
constitutional concerns and lack of assent.
Raises concerns about political motivations
involving the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee and the ruling Aam Aadmi Party
government.
Tabled on Baisakhi, marking the founding of
the Khalsa by Guru Gobind Singh.

Key Points
Stringent Punishment: Life imprisonment or
minimum 7 years.
Expanded Scope: Includes non-physical acts
(speech, digital content).
Legal Concerns: Broad definition may
criminalize dissent or free expression.
Political Context: Linked with electoral
considerations and religious mobilization.

Historical Sensitivity: Rooted in unresolved
sacrilege cases (2015).
Federal Issue: Past central rejection due to
discriminatory nature (only one religion protected).
Social Impact: Potential to disturb Punjab’s secular
fabric.

Static Linkages 
Article 19(1)(a): Freedom of speech and expression.
Article 19(2): Reasonable restrictions (public order,
morality, etc.).
Article 25: Freedom of religion.
Doctrine of reasonable classification (Article 14).
IPC Sections 295–298: Offences relating to religion.
Secularism as part of Basic Structure (Kesavananda
Bharati case).
Role of religious institutions in India’s polity
(historical evolution).
Law & Order as a State subject (Seventh Schedule).

Critical Analysis
Pros

Addresses public outrage over sacrilege incidents.
Acts as a deterrent against religious desecration.
Reinforces respect for religious sentiments.
May help maintain law and order in sensitive
contexts.

Cons
Overbroad definition risks misuse against dissent.
Potential violation of Article 19(1)(a) (free speech).
Selective protection may violate Article 14
(equality).
Encourages majoritarian or identity-based politics.
May lead to vigilantism or false accusations.
Overlaps with existing IPC provisions → legal
redundancy.

Stakeholder Perspectives
Government: Law & order, political consolidation.
Religious Bodies: Protection of sanctity.
Civil Society: Concern over civil liberties.
Judiciary: Likely to test constitutional validity.

Way Forward
Ensure religion-neutral legislation covering all
faiths.
Define sacrilege precisely to avoid ambiguity.
Strengthen existing IPC provisions instead of
duplication.
Safeguards against misuse (e.g., prior sanction for
FIR).
Promote interfaith dialogue and social harmony.
Focus governance on core issues: drugs, economy,
law & order.
Judicial review to ensure constitutional compliance.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India’s Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor (PFBR)
at Kalpakkam has achieved criticality (self-
sustaining nuclear chain reaction).
It marks the operationalisation of Stage-II of
India’s three-stage nuclear programme
envisioned by Homi J. Bhabha.
The PFBR is developed by BHAVINI under the
Department of Atomic Energy.
Comes amid India’s push for clean energy
transition and energy security.
Complemented by policy measures like
nuclear energy mission, SMR development,
and private participation.

Key Points
Fast Breeder Reactor (FBR):Uses fast
neutrons (no moderator).
Converts fertile material (U-238/Th-232)
into fissile fuel (Pu-239/U-233).
Produces more fuel than it consumes →
“breeder”.

a. India’s Three-Stage Nuclear
Programme:Stage I: Pressurised Heavy
Water Reactors (PHWRs) using natural
uranium.

b.Stage II: Fast Breeder Reactors using
plutonium.

c.Stage III: Thorium-based reactors (U-233
fuel cycle).
Significance of PFBR:Reduces dependence
on imported uranium.

Unlocks thorium potential (India has ~25% of
global thorium reserves).
Enhances energy independence & strategic
autonomy.
Supports India’s net-zero commitments (2070).
Technological Aspects:Uses liquid sodium as
coolant (high efficiency, low pressure).
High safety and engineering complexity.
Policy Push:SHANTI Act (proposed reforms in
nuclear sector governance).
Promotion of Small Modular Reactors (SMRs).
Opening nuclear sector to private sector
participation.

Static Linkages
Nuclear fission: splitting of heavy nuclei releasing
energy and neutrons.
Chain reaction: controlled vs uncontrolled
reactions.
Fertile vs fissile materials: U-238, Th-232 vs U-235,
Pu-239.
India’s limited uranium but abundant thorium
reserves.
Basics of neutron moderation and reactor types.
Role of atomic energy in reducing carbon emissions.

Critical Analysis
Advantages:

Ensures long-term energy security.
Supports low-carbon energy transition.
Reduces vulnerability to global fuel supply shocks.
Strengthens strategic autonomy in nuclear
technology.

Challenges:
High capital cost and long gestation period.
Safety concerns (sodium coolant risks, radiation
hazards).
Limited public acceptance due to past nuclear
fears.
Complex technology requiring skilled workforce.
Regulatory and liability issues (civil nuclear liability
law).

Stakeholder Perspectives:
Government: Energy security + climate goals.
Scientists: Technological breakthrough.
Environmentalists: Mixed—clean but risky.
Local communities: Safety and displacement
concerns.

Way Forward
Accelerate thorium-based reactor R&D.
Strengthen independent nuclear regulatory
framework.
Expand public-private partnerships cautiously.
Improve safety protocols & transparency.
Integrate nuclear with renewables for energy mix
stability.
Invest in human resource development in nuclear
sciences.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Strait of Hormuz has emerged as a
flashpoint after the US (under Donald Trump)
reportedly proposed naval blockading
measures against Iran.
The proposal includes inspection of ships,
interception of vessels linked to Iran, and use
of force if provoked.
The Strait handles ~20% of global oil trade (as
per EIA estimates), making it one of the most
critical energy chokepoints.
The move comes amid escalating tensions in
West Asia, with implications for global trade,
energy security, and geopolitics.
Major economies like India, Japan, and
Germany are indirectly affected due to
dependence on Gulf oil.

Key Points
Strategic ImportanceConnects Persian Gulf
oil producers (Saudi Arabia, UAE, Kuwait,
Iraq, Iran) to global markets.
Narrow width (~33 km at narrowest point)
makes it highly vulnerable to disruptions.
US Strategic IntentNaval dominance and
pressure on Iran.
Potential economic strategy: shift global
demand toward US oil exports.
Minimal dependence on Gulf oil due to
shale revolution.
Iran’s CapabilitiesAnti-access/area denial
(A2/AD): sea mines, anti-ship missiles, fast
attack crafts.

Proxy networks across West Asia.
Global ImpactOil price volatility and supply shocks.
Disruption of maritime trade routes.
Insurance and freight costs surge.
India-Specific ConcernsImports ~60% of crude oil
from West Asia (Economic Survey).
~9 million Indian diaspora in Gulf (MEA data).
Strategic balancing between US and Iran diplomacy.

Static Linkages
India’s energy security depends heavily on imports
(~85% crude import dependence).
Freedom of navigation is a principle under United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.
Chokepoints in world geography: Hormuz, Malacca,
Bab-el-Mandeb (NCERT Geography).
Concept of “Global Commons” and sea lanes of
communication (SLOCs).
India’s strategic initiatives: SAGAR doctrine (Security
and Growth for All in the Region).
Role of Indian Navy in securing maritime trade routes.

Critical Analysis
Pros (from US perspective)

Strengthens strategic deterrence against Iran.
Enhances US energy export opportunities.
Demonstrates naval supremacy.

Cons
Violates international norms of free navigation
(UNCLOS concerns).
Risks military escalation in a sensitive region.
Economic coercion affecting neutral countries.

For India
NegativeRising oil prices → inflation, fiscal pressure.
Threat to diaspora safety.
Strategic dilemma between US and Iran.
Limited OpportunitiesDiversification of energy
imports (Russia, renewables).
Strengthening strategic autonomy.

Global Concerns
Undermines rules-based international order.
Sets precedent for unilateral control of global
commons.
Increases instability in already volatile West Asia.

Way Forward
Promote multilateral dialogue involving US, Iran, EU,
and regional players.
Strengthen international legal frameworks under
UNCLOS.
India to:

Diversify crude sources (Russia, Africa, renewables).
Expand strategic petroleum reserves.
Enhance naval capabilities in Indian Ocean Region.

Push for de-escalation diplomacy via forums like UN.
Develop resilient global supply chains to reduce
chokepoint dependency.
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