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SC tells EC that voting is a sentimental right

Poll body departed from promise to leave voters We did not find logical discrepancy cases in Bihar; Robust appellate process needed for excluded
an 2002 ralls untouched during the SIR, says 5C this is a question of fairmess, says Justice Bagehi voters as EC purging names was unilateral: 5C
Krishnadas Rajagopal zem the electoral ol for the poll body. ters in the mmrnl’l-n‘du]
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right to be on the electorsl  court made cutting re
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constitutional
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The ta court was refer- right o remmain on
rifig b lakh of voters ex-  the electoral roll, the right
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pancies” and lining up for  are born in is something
appeal Iearings in West  which is not only constiru-
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

The Supreme Court of India raised concerns
over exclusion of voters from electoral rolls in
West Bengal ahead of Assembly elections.
The issue arose due to a Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) conducted by the Election
Commission of India.

Around 34 lakh voters were excluded citing
“logical discrepancies” and filed appeals
before tribunals.

Electoral rolls were frozen on April 9, just days
before polling (April 23 & 29).

The Court emphasized that the right to vote
and remain on electoral rolls is both
constitutional and sentimental.

Key Points

Mass Exclusion: ~34 lakh voters removed; over
1 lakh appeals pending per tribunal.
New Category Introduced: “Logical
discrepancy” used as a ground for exclusion—
questioned by Court.
Deviation from Past Practice: Earlier, voters in
2002 electoral roll were exempt from
verification; deviation noted.
Judicial Concern:
o SIR termed “inquisitorial” and “unilateral”.
o Lack of adequate hearing before exclusion.
Timing Issue: Exercise conducted very close to
elections - created uncertainty.
Court Directive: Need for a robust appellate
mechanism and protection of due process
rights.

Static Linkages

Universal Adult Franchise under Article 326.
Representation of the People Act, 1950 & 1951
provisions on electoral rolls.

Independence and powers of constitutional
bodies under Article 324.

dec  of the Bench headed by excluskoms, pancy... This bs not aques:  ication sald voters In the tioe Bagchi sald,

“The appellate process
st be robust.... somewh-
ere we are genting bEnded
by the dust and fury of an
fmpending clection... We
need to protect the duse
process rights af the v
bers,” Justice Bagchd sald.

* Principles of Natural Justice (Audi
Alteram Partem).

e Basic Structure Doctrine:
Democracy and free & fair
elections.

Critical Analysis
Positives / Justifications
e Ensures purity and accuracy of
electoral rolls.
¢ Helps remove duplicate/fake
entries.
e Strengthens electoral integrity in
the long run.
Concerns/ Issues
e Arbitrary criteria (“logical
discrepancy”) lacks legal clarity.
¢ Violation of natural justice (no
proper hearing before exclusion).
e Timing before elections affects
democratic participation.
e Administrative burden: tribunals
overwhelmed - justice delayed.
¢ Risk of disenfranchisement of
marginalized groups.
Stakeholders
e Voters (especially vulnerable
populations)
¢ Election Commission
e Judiciary
e Political parties
e Civil society
Constitutional Dimensions
* Right to vote (statutory but linked
to democracy).
e Article 14 (Equality before law)
concerns.
* Free & fair elections as basic
structure.

Way Forward

e Clear legal definition and guidelines
for voter exclusion criteria.

e Ensure pre-deletion notice and
hearing for all affected voters.

e Strengthen digital and transparent
verification systems.

e Conduct revisions well before
elections, not immediately prior.

¢ Increase number of appellate
tribunals for timely redressal.

e Parliamentary oversight or reforms
in Representation of People Acts.

* Promote voter awareness and
facilitation mechanisms.



Food prices push
retail inflation up
to 34% in March

NEW DELEI

Retail inflation inched wp
to 3.4% in March from
34% February, mainly
due to an uptick in prices
of certain food items, show
data released on Monday.
The food inflation, based
on the consumer price in-
dex (CPI), was estimated at
3.87% as against 3.47% in
February. This remains be-
low the Reserve Bank of In-
dia's median target of 4%.

The data released by the
National Statistics Office is
based on a new series with
a base year 2024.

High inflation was not-
iced during March in gold
and silver jewellery, coco-
nut {copra), tomata, and
caulifiower. On the other
hand, inflation was in ne-
gative in onion, potato, gar-
lic, arhar dal, and chick-
peas, according to the NSO
data.

The CPl was at 1.65% in
‘electricity, gas and other
fuels” segment during
March as against 1.52% in
the preceding month. In-
fation rates for rural and
urban segments are 3.63%
and 3.01%, respectively.
Housing inflation rate for
March 2026 was 2.11%.

Highest inflation was in
Telangana at 5.83% and the
lowest in  Mizoram at
0.66%.

Food inflation, based
on the consumer
price index, was
estimated at 3.87% as
against 3.47% in Feb.

Commenting on CP1 da-
ta, ASSOCHAM President
Nirmal K. Minda said the
government's approach to
manage prices by keeping
petrol and diesel rates un-
changed, despite a sharp
rise in international crude
oil prices, is highly
commendable.

The REBI has also sup-
ported economic activity
bry maintaining a stable re-
po rate, he added.

ICRA Chiefl Economist
Aditi Nayar said the CPl in-
flation rose slightly 1o 3.4%
in March over February, in-
dicating a mild initial im-
pact of the West Asian cri-
sis on  the headline
number. “The sequential
uptick in year-on-year in-
flation was driven by food
and electricity, gas and
other fuels groups, with
the latter reflecting the im-
pact of the West Aska erisis
aeross LPG and aleernate
fuels” she said.

NSO collects real-time
price data from selected
1,407 urban markets {in-
cluding online markeis)
and 1,465 villages covering
all States/ULT.s.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Retail inflation (CPI-based) rose marginally to
3.4% in March 2026 from 3.21% in February
2026.

Food inflation increased to 3.87% (from 3.47%),
driven by select food items.

Inflation remains below the 4% target set by
the Reserve Bank of India.

Data released by the National Statistics Office
is based on a new CPI series (Base Year: 2024).
Slight inflationary pressure linked to West Asia
geopolitical tensions affecting fuel costs.

Key Points

Headline CPI Inflation: 3.4% (within RBI
tolerance band of 2-6%).
Food Inflation: 3.87%
o High inflation: gold, silver, tomato,
cauliflower, copra
o Negative inflation: onion, potato, pulses
(arhar, chickpeas)
Fuel & Light Inflation: 1.65% (impact of LPG &
alternate fuels)
Housing Inflation: 2.11%
Rural vs Urban Inflation:
o Rural: 3.63%
o Urban: 3.11%
State-wise Variation:
o Highest: Telangana (5.83%)
o Lowest: Mizoram (0.66%)

Policy Context:
o Stable repo rate maintained by RBI
o Government held fuel prices stable despite
global crude rise

Static Linkages

CPI measures price change in consumption
basket (base year revision improves accuracy).
Inflation targeting framework under Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC) (4% +2%).

Food inflation linked to agricultural supply
chains, MSP, buffer stocks.

Fuel inflation linked to global crude prices &
exchange rate (import dependence ~85%).
Core inflation excludes food & fuel » indicator
of demand-side pressures.

Role of NSO in data collection (rural + urban
sampling methodology).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Inflation within target » macroeconomic
stability

Decline in key food items » improved supply
conditions

Stable monetary policy - supports growth

Concerns

Rising food inflation - structural agricultural
inefficiencies

Fuel inflation risk » external vulnerability
(geopolitics)

Regional disparities » uneven price
distribution

Essential commodities inflation impacts poor
households disproportionately

Way Forward

Strengthen agricultural logistics and storage
infrastructure

Enhance buffer stock and price stabilisation
mechanisms

Reduce energy import dependence
(renewables, diversification)

Improve inflation monitoring and forecasting
systems

Ensure policy coordination between RBI and
Government



The fallout of the crisis in West Asia on India’s economy
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Key Points

Ongoing geopolitical tensions in West Asia,
alongside the Russia-Ukraine War, have
disrupted global energy supply chains.

Partial blockade of the Strait of Hormuz has
affected crude oil, natural gas, and fertilizer
movement.

Brent crude prices spiked to ~$109/barrel
(April 2026) before easing to ~$95 after a
temporary ceasefire.

India’s crude import dependence is ~90%, with
imports from ~41 countries.

Indian crude basket peaked at $157/bbl (March
2026) before falling to ~$120/bbl (April 2026).

o Supply ShockDisruptions in energy,
fertilizers, and chemicals supply chains.

o Impact on sectors: textiles, cement,
chemicals, tyres.

o Logistics Cost PushEnergy-intensive
transport and storage costs rising -
cascading inflation.

o Trade Impactl6.4% of India’s exports go to
West Asia (2024-25).

o Demand slowdown in US & Europe worsens
export outlook.

o Exchange Rate PressureRupee depreciation
due to higher import bills and capital
outflows.

o FPIl outflows: $13.6 billion (March 2026).

o Remittances RiskGulf remittances may
decline » CAD pressure.

o Fiscal ImpactExcise duty cuts » revenue
loss (~¥1.32 lakh crore annually).

o Rising subsidies (food, fertilizer,
petroleum).

o Inflation & GrowthAs per Reserve Bank
of India:

= 10% oil price rise » GDP ¥ 15 bps,
Inflation * 30 bps.

o Current levels may reduce GDP growth

by ~1% and raise inflation by >2%.

Static Linkages

India’s energy security depends on import
diversification and strategic reserves.
Current Account Deficit widens when
imports > exports.

Cost-push inflation arises due to increase in
input prices (oil, fertilizers).

Exchange rate depreciation linked to capital
outflows and trade imbalance.

Fiscal deficit increases with subsidies and
reduced tax revenues.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Diversification of crude sources reduces
concentration risk.

Temporary fall in oil prices gives short-term
relief.

Cons

High import dependence - structural
vulnerability.

Inflationary pressures affect poor
households.

Fiscal stress due to subsidies and tax cuts.
Agriculture impacted via fertilizer
shortages.

Challenges

Balancing inflation control with growth.
Managing CAD and exchange rate volatility.
Ensuring uninterrupted energy supply.

Way Forward

Promote renewable energy & green
hydrogen.

Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Rationalize fuel taxation.

Boost domestic fertilizer production.
Strengthen diplomatic ties in West Asia.
Improve energy efficiency in logistics &
industry.



Reclaiming Ambedkar for a modern Andhra Pradesh

istory has a tendency to reduce towering
fiypares into narrow symbals. B. K.

Ambedkar has often been confined to the

role of a sectional Neta, when in truth he was the
pringipal architect of modern India's maral and
constitutional imagination. To remember him is
nit b0 ritualise his legacy, but to apply it
Ambediar warned us that while equality may
Tbe aspirational, it must nonetheless guide
governance. The test of that principbe lies not in
thetoric, but in whether the State actively

b
]
==

¥. 5. Jaganmohan
Reddy

Farmer Chief Minister
of Andhra Pradesh

women’s rights remains underappreciated. His
resignation over the galled Hindu Code Bill was
niot a politicsl manoewvre; it was 3 moral stand
for gender equality. Policles framed by the YSRCP
government placed financial resources directly in
the hands of women through Direct Bencfit
Transhers in recognition of the foundational truth
that social justice is incomplete without economic
agency. When mothers are empowered, the
benefits extend far beyond the hn\u.h‘]nﬂll

h the t y of entire

stagnation embedded in traditional village
SAUCIUReS. I-le saw Indwrulls.mmmd

hierarchies. hxa b‘lsle like Anchra P:adﬁh
which boasts a 1,053 km coastline, this insight has
comntem relevance. The YSRCP
government’s efforts 1o develop ports, fishing
harbours, fish linding centres, and logistics
infrastructure wene not merely an economic
drategy; they w:nmmotmmﬂnq

¥ e

lismantles structural inequality. In Andhra The S0% reservation for women in local bod:es. a wider world.
Pradesh, this meant reimagining nominated posts, and work contracts paved the
education, healthcare, and way for equality and self reliance. Anchored in institutions

‘welfare, but as instruments of dignity,

Improving access

For decades, government schools sood a8 quiet
markers of neglect. By upgrading infrastructune
and introducing English & a medium of
instruction, the Yuvajana Sramika Rythu
‘Congress Party (YSRCT) government sought to
Treak bath material and Enguistic barriers that
‘historically limited social mobility through its
Ilwhm program, Nadu Nedu. Access to

Taking inspiration from Babasaheb’s words
that small farmers must not be left 1o the mercy
of meneykenders, the YSRCP government greatly
sarengthened the rural economy with the sogan
“geed 1o sale.” The Rythu Bharosa Kendras (RBXs)
i every village provides services such as e-crop

g, l'reccrapmsummcr farm

chanisation, ineraiive prices, and
timely input subsidies, with special focus on
tenant farmers. Scheduled Tribe farmers were
granted RoFR pattas, giving them scoess wall

At the same time, Ambedkar's enduring warming
about constitutional morality cannot be ignored.
Governance must be anchored i institutions, not
persanalities; in Lw, not vendena. Any drify
rowards the selective application of justice or the
rargeting of dissent wezkens the very foundation
he helped build. The Constintion is not just a
legal document, it ks a moral commitment o
Faimess, restraint, and accountability; one that
no “Red Book® should ever replace. The
Constinuti remain the enly

merely about siis government benefits. principle for governing a State.
abmuens.unhglhatmtrydnld learns in an Amibedkar's life was defined by persistence in
environment that affirms their worth, and where The importance of remembrance the face of resistance. Efforts 1o expand inclusion

quality education s not confined 1o privaie

Commemaration, too, must move beyomnd

will always encounter those invested in

schools. The same logic applics to public health, Ambedkars lfe symbolism, Mablic memory requires visibility. preserving the status quo. Yet retreat is notan
Ambedkar understood that dignity is impossible was defined by Establishing a major memorial to Ambedkar - a option. The responsibility of governance s to
‘without physical security. A single medical versisience In 20-foot 'Statue of Social ustioe' at the Ambedkar | continue converting public policy into pathways
emergency should not have the power to push a P N Smriti Vanam in Vijayawada = during the YSRCP of opportunity, especially for those historically
rmuymmmum]pm;. The YSRCP the face of Evernment’s tenure was not smply about Jeft behind, Pollewing Babasaheh in letter and
iment provisded expanding access resistance. 2 leader, it was alx hiss spirit, the YSRCP government supparted

heahhmmandﬂmlmhm tate responsibility Efforts to fdeas lnnalhe physical and culoral landseape of extending coverage under the Constination
as essential steps towands ensuring that cexpand the State, The decision to rename & district after tcheduled Castes) Order 1o Dalits irrespective of
nllmnbdll:)'wwldnoedeﬁmdmlny inchusion will him, however, met with violem resistance from the refigion they choose.

The ot of Grama in always some sections of the remnant feudal elements in To reclaim Ambediar is to recognise that social

every village, and ﬂwmawmgofsombo
households to a volunteer delivering various

cncounter those

society, including attacks on the homes of YSRCP
party k‘w.l.rrsamllormu mingsters. It reflected a

Justioe is not a finished project. It is an ongoing
endeavour which is demanding. imperfect, and

Moreover, Ambedkar's contribution to Sals quo Mrbﬂﬁ:aruasakoas&m‘pcmxohhsodal comsistently we advance his vision.
KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News .
* Arecent policy discussion evaluates the o
application of B. R. Ambedkar’s ideas of social
justice, equality, and constitutional morality in W
governance. .
e Focus on welfare and governance initiatives o
undertaken by the Yuvajana Sramika Rythu
Congress Party government in Andhra o
Pradesh.
e Highlights include reforms in education, o

healthcare, decentralised governance, women
empowerment, and agriculture support

systems.

e Raises concerns regarding institutional o
integrity, constitutional morality, and o
sustainability of welfare policies. R

Key Points 1
o Ambedkarite Principles in

GovernanceEquality and dignity as core .

State obligations o

o Social justice through public policy (not .

symbolic measures) o

o Emphasis on constitutional morality
o Education & HealthSchool infrastructure

o Agriculture & Rural
Economylnstitutional support via
Rythu Bharosa Kendras

o Focus on tenant farmers and tribal
land rights

o Economic DevelopmentPort-led
growth and coastal infrastructure

o Fisheries and logistics sector
expansion

o [IssuesFiscal burden of welfare
schemes

o Politicisation of welfare and legacy

o Institutional weakening concerns

Static Linkages

Article 14 - Equality before law
Article 15 - Prohibition of
discrimination

Article 38 — Social order for welfare
Article 47 — Public health

73rd Constitutional Amendment -
Panchayati Raj

Constitutional morality (Ambedkar’s
debates)

DBT & JAM Trinity (Economic Survey)

Critical Analysis
Pros

Strengthens inclusive governance
Improves last-mile delivery

Enhances human capital (education &
health)

Promotes women-led development

Cons

Fiscal sustainability concerns

Risk of political capture of welfare
Weak institutional accountability
Implementation inefficiencies

_ _ _ Way Forward

upgradation and English medium e Ensure institutional governance over
o Strengthening public healthcare to reduce personality-driven politics

out-of-pocket expenditure « Balance welfare with fiscal prudence
o Decentralised GovernanceGrama « Strengthen monitoring (CAG, social

Sachivalaya system for last-mile delivery audits)
o Household-level service outreach e Improve targeting using data-driven
o Women EmpowermentDirect Benefit systems

Transfers to women R

o 50% reservation in local governance

Uphold constitutional morality



Hungary for change

Magyar's win may reverse hard-right
domestic and foreign policies

Victor Orban, Hungary's Christian-na-
tionalist, populist and hard-right Prime
Minister with a record 20 years in power (1998-
2002 and 2010-2026) and four previous consecu-
tive electoral wins, is unambiguous. According to

T he voter's verdict in Hungary, that ousted

the latest results, opposition leader Peter Ma-
gyar's Tisza party has won about 138 seats, to Mr.
Orban's Fidesz party’s 55. The massive two-thirds
majority in the Hungarian parliament is enough
to help Mr. Magyar overturn many of the Orban-
era shifts on education and health, judicial inde-
pendence, and the controversial NER (Nemzeti
Egyiittmiikidés Rendszere) or National Coopera-
tion System that the opposition said had led to an
economic downturn, widespread corruption and
crony capitalism, as well as an anti-European Un-
ion stance. Mr. Magyar, who was a Fidesz party
leader until just two years ago when he quit the
ruling party in protest of its policies and set up
his own political movement, is unlikely to reverse
Mr. Orban's anti-immigrant policies, however.
Ahead of the polls, Victor Orban was endorsed by
three powerful leaders, all seen as aggressors in
recent conflicts = U.S. President Donald Trump,
who even sent Vice-President J.D. Vance to ad-
dress a public rally with Mr. Orban in Budapest
last week; Russian President Vladimir Putin; and
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
whom Mr. Orban supported unequivocally. Hun-
gary actually quit the International Criminal
Court after it issued a warrant against the Israeli
Prime Minister for war crimes. It remains to be
seen whether post-Orban Hungary turns its
course on the wars in Iran, Ukraine or Gaza.
Most significantly for the world, that saw the
rise of many populist leaders through elections in
the 2010s, Hungary's election verdict denotes
that voters worldwide may be tiring of the hard-
right, anti-pluralistic, anti-immigrant and xeno-
phobic rhetoric they favoured. Similar outcomes
have been seen in elections in Canada, Australia,
the Netherlands, the UK. and Poland. Such
trends also provide a check to the authoritarian
single-party rule that a whole range of leaders
have tried to implement using illiberal policies,
politically motivated cases against the opposi-
tion, the denigration of democratic institutions
and a clampdown on free speech. Mr. Magyar has
his work cut out if he aims to reverse these poli-
cles in Hungary. The real test of a democratic
leader is not just winning elections, but in pursu-
ing inclusive policies, representational of the en-
tire population and providing accountability for
their actions, long after forming the government.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* |In Hungary, long-serving Prime Minister Viktor
Orban was voted out after nearly two decades
in power.

* Opposition leader Peter Magyar secured a two-
thirds majority in Parliament with his Tisza
party.

e The electoral verdict reflects public
dissatisfaction with:

o Weakening of democratic institutions
o Alleged corruption and crony capitalism
o Anti-European Union stance

e Theresultis part of a broader global trend
indicating voter fatigue with right-wing
populism and illiberal governance.

Key Points
e Hungary follows a parliamentary system; a
two-thirds majority enables:
o Constitutional amendments
o Structural institutional reforms
e Features of Orban-era governance:
o Concept of “illiberal democracy”
o Curtailment of judicial independence and
media freedom

o Centralisation under the NER (National
Cooperation System)
e Implications of the verdict:
o Potential restoration of checks and
balances
o Re-alignment with European Union norms
and policies
* Global relevance:
o Strengthens the idea of electoral
accountability
o Shows limits of authoritarian populism
within democratic frameworks

Static Linkages

* Rule of Law (Dicey): Equality before law,
absence of arbitrariness

e Separation of Powers: Checks and balances
among organs of government

e Constitutionalism: Limited government under
a legal framework

e Electoral Democracy: Free and fair elections as
core feature

e Liberal vs Illiberal Democracy (Political Theory)

* Role of supranational institutions (EU, ICC)

Critical Analysis
Positive Dimensions
* Reinforces democratic accountability through
elections
e Opportunity to restore institutional
independence
* Promotes pluralism and inclusive governance
e |ndicates resilience of democratic systems
Negative Dimensions
e Transition may create policy uncertainty
e Persistent political polarisation
e |nstitutional rollback may face administrative
resistance
Key Challenges
* Reversing entrenched structural changes
e Addressing corruption and governance deficits
e Balancing domestic priorities with
international commitments

Way Forward

e Strengthen independent judiciary and
oversight institutions

e Ensure transparency and anti-corruption
measures

e Promote inclusive and participatory
governance

e Safeguard media freedom and civil liberties

¢ Align governance with rules-based democratic
norms



Parched again
Bengaluru is treating water supply as
infinitely expandable

hile Karnataka as a whole is improv-

ing its water security, Bengaluru is

dealing with extreme groundwater
withdrawal. The State drew 66% of the ground-
water that it could sustainably extract in 2025,
but Bengaluru East Taluka drew 378%. The sus-
tainably extractable volume of groundwater is
based on how much withdrawal will deplete the
aguifer, so while 378% does not mean Bengaluru
East has depleted its groundwater, it is reminis-
cent of an ongoing crisis that has, once again,
mrned acute. The Bengaluru region lies on crys-
talline rock that already stores little water and re-
charges slowly. The city further concentrates de-
mand in areas with higher population density
and per-capita consumption, including ‘tech
parks’ and apartment complexes, The built-up
area of such urban infrastructure also suppresses
recharge by percolating rainwater. A growing
fraction of the population depends on water
from the Cauvery, which comes with a high ex-
pansion cost, Thus, the problem has a natural ba-
sis buit has been compotinded over the years by
inconsiderate urbanisation, where the costs —
monetary and, increasingly, existential — are be-
ing passed on to the populace.

In 2024, a weak monsoon left nearly half of
Bengaluru's 14,000 borewells dry. The govern-
ment launched a project to supply 775 million
litres per day to 110 villages and lower groundwa-
ter stress. But to date, the project has achieved
only midway coverage, leaving many residents
still banking on tankers. A 2026 study found that
the crisis has since moved to Koramangala and
Hebbal. The Bangalore Water Supply and Sewer-
age Board has also been using treated sewage wa-
ter to recharge lakes. It seems Bengaluru is treat-
ing supply as infinitely expandable when it is not.
Its preference for grey over green infrastructure
has sealed the ground against replenishment
while the increasing demand liquidates ecologi-
cal capital. The city does not manage its pipeline
supply, groundwater, and wastewater together,
allowing consumers to default to the most conve-
nient solution: tankers. Authorities need to mini-
mise distribution losses and penalise overextrac-
tion and mandate 100% decentralised
wastewater recycling for all non-potable uses.
‘The ideal long-term solution remains unchanged:
Bengaluru needs to become a *sponge city'. This
includes restoring the connections between lakes
and wells to capture monsoon runoff, thus align-
ing land-use planning with the recharge capacity
of each taluka, and overall sealing the ground less
and increasing abserption on the surface,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the Issue
e Karnataka shows moderate groundwater
extraction (66%), but Bengaluru East Taluka
shows extreme over-extraction (378%) in 2025.
e Weak monsoon (2024) led to ~50% of borewells
drying, intensifying the crisis.
¢ Dependence on Cauvery water and private
tankers is rising.
e Crisis is spreading to newer urban areas such
as Koramangala and Hebbal.
* Indicates structural urban water
mismanagement, not just climatic variability.

Key Points

o Groundwater Over-extractionExtraction
beyond recharge - long-term aquifer
stress.

o 378% extraction signals unsustainable
usage.

o Geological ConstraintsBengaluru lies on
hard crystalline rocks - low porosity and
slow recharge.

o Urbanisation ImpactConcretisation
reduces percolation of rainwater.

o Loss of lakes and wetlands weakens natural
recharge systems.

o Water Governance IssuesFragmented
management of surface water, groundwater, and
wastewater.

o Inefficient distribution - high losses (Non-
Revenue Water).

o Current Measures775 MLD water supply project
(partially implemented).

o Use of treated wastewater for lake recharge.

Static Linkages

e Groundwater is a common pool resource with risk of
“tragedy of commons”.

e |ndiais the largest groundwater extractor globally
(World Bank, FAO).

e Aquifer types: Unconfined vs confined; hard rock
aquifers have low porosity.

e Hydrological cycle: Recharge depends on
precipitation, infiltration, evapotranspiration.

e Urban floods vs water scarcity paradox due to poor
drainage and recharge systems.

e Rainwater harvesting mandated under various State
laws.

e Atal Bhujal Yojana (Ministry of Jal Shakti) -
community-led groundwater management.

e National Water Policy (2012) — emphasises
integrated water resource management (IWRM).

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Wastewater reuse promotes circular water
economy.
e Expansion of piped supply reduces tanker
dependence (partially).
Challenges
e Severe groundwater depletion in urban pockets.
e Over-reliance on external sources (Cauvery).
e Weak enforcement of rainwater harvesting norms.
e |nequality in access (rich vs tanker-dependent
poor).
e Lack of integrated water management framework.
Ethical Concerns
e |ntergenerational equity compromised.
e Environmental justice issues in water access.

Way Forward

e Adopt Sponge City model:
o Restore lakes, wetlands, and drainage channels
o Increase permeable surfaces

e Ensure 100% wastewater recycling for non-potable
use

e Strict regulation of groundwater extraction

e Reduce distribution losses (NRW)

e Promote rainwater harvesting at scale

e Implement Integrated Urban Water Management
(ITUWM)

e Align urban planning with hydrogeological capacity
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Large-scale industrial protests across Noida,
Manesar, Surat, Barauni demanding better
wages and working conditions.

Immediate trigger: Haryana’s minimum wage
revision (April 2026) leading to inter-state
wage disparity.

Discontent over implementation of new
Labour Codes (Nov 2025).

Rising cost of living due to LPG price surge
(linked to West Asia crisis).

Protests turned violent in some industrial
clusters, affecting production.

Key Points

o Major Demandsincrease in minimum wages

(up to 35%)

Equal pay for same work across states
Social security (EPFO, ESIC coverage)
Safe and hygienic working conditions
Core IssuesContract labour exploitation
Wage disparity between states

Weak enforcement of Labour Codes
Lack of grievance redressal

O O 0O 0O O O O o

real wages

o Fuel (LPG) price rise » increased household

burden
o Labour unrest » disruption in industrial
output

. Morsiay. sorts wrie o woren i Mancar i Goor ol wrbers whih v fapeeey=

Economic Dimensionsinflation » erosion of

«  EPFO & ESIC - social security

mechanisms

=% Critical Analysis

Positives
* Wage revisions reflect responsiveness
to inflation
e Labour Codes aim to rationalise labour
laws
* |Increased worker awareness
(digital/social media driven)
Negatives
* |nter-state wage disparity - industrial
unrest
e Weak implementation of Labour Codes
e Contract workers lack adequate
protection
* Violent protests harm investment
climate
Challenges
e High informalisation of workforce
e Absence of uniform national wage
system
* Weak inspection & compliance
mechanisms
* Rising inflation reducing purchasing
power

Way Forward

e Operationalise National Floor Wage
effectively

e Strengthen enforcement via digital
labour compliance systems

* Promote tripartite dialogue (state-
industry-labour)

e Universalise social security (include
gig/contract workers)

¢ Index wages to CPI (inflation-linked
revision)

* Improve occupational safety standards
and inspections



Rupee is more than a measure of price. °
It’s also abarometer of credibility
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e The Indian rupee is under sustained
depreciation pressure due to external sector
imbalances.
* India may record a third consecutive year of
Balance of Payments (BoP) deficit in FY26,
indicating persistent external vulnerability.
e Capital inflows weakening:
o FPIlinflows inconsistent
o Net FDI inflows turned negative since
August 2025
* Global headwinds: geopolitical tensions,
tightening financial conditions, and trade
disruptions affecting currency stability.
e Historical precedents:
o 2008 Global Financial Crisis
o 2013 Taper Tantrum

o

policy responses.

Key Points

e Depreciation impact:
o Short-term: export competitiveness
improves

o Long-term: inflation, reduced purchasing
power, capital outflows

¢ Dornbusch Overshooting Model:

showed similar currency volatility and

o Exchange rates adjust rapidly due to
financial market dynamics

o Leads to short-term “overshooting” beyond
equilibrium

Fleming Model:

o Impossible Trinity: cannot achieve all three
simultaneously—fixed exchange rate, free
capital mobility, independent monetary

policy

e Mundell-

nd welgh on the
cllrrr:m:y Policymakers, therefore, will
need to mount a sustained and coordi-
nated effort to boost confidence in the
Bong-tesm story. Wi neod all policy hands
cn i deck.

Tist it i roup chinl Bcevami LET
Views are persanal

Structural concerns:
o Highimport dependence
(especially energy)
o Weak export diversification
o Investor confidence issues
Policy tools used:
o Monetary: repo rate, liquidity
adjustment, forex intervention
o Fiscal: subsidy rationalisation,
fiscal consolidation

Static Linkages

Balance of Payments: current account
vs capital account

Exchange rate determination (demand-
supply of forex)

Inflation: cost-push inflation via
imports

* Monetary policy instruments: repo rate, CRR,

SLR

e Fiscal deficit and macroeconomic stability
e Capital flows: differences between FDI and FPI
e External vulnerability indicators: CAD, forex

shocks

Trinity

reserves

Disadvantages

e Leads to imported inflation (fuel, fertilizers)

* Increases external debt burden

e Causes capital flight and investor uncertainty

* Reduces real income and purchasing power
Key Challenges

e Balancing inflation control with growth

* Managing volatile capital flows

e Structural import dependence

e Limited policy flexibility due to Impossible

Way Forward

e Maintain macroeconomic stability (inflation
targeting, fiscal discipline)

e Boost manufacturing and exports (PLI
schemes, diversification)

* Improve ease of doing business to retain and
attract FDI

e Strengthen energy security to reduce import
dependence

e Build adequate forex reserves buffers

e Ensure coordinated monetary and fiscal policy
response

e Focus on long-term capital inflows rather than
volatile flows

Critical Analysis
Advantages of Depreciation
e Enhances export competitiveness
e Acts as automatic stabilizer during external
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inthe voter list, TheSIR isa noble underaking:ver. by being executed inan

whiletherest  unplanned and upscientific mannier, it hasbeen rodusced s

ofushavebeen  FArical and disessing process. The SIR in Bengal is snasching

O ters’ rights awary. They arcbeing instnsctedto fleappeals be-

deleted, despiic  foreatribunal Why shealdan innocent voter be compelled to

the submikssion  nan arcurd seeking recourse? Why must they be subjected to

ofall such punishment when they have committed nooffence? Does
Ee-listed valid ademocracy ol no remedy for such injustices?

documents T writior i b gyribdcaslogest pasto ot Murshadabad
Ml

Codlngpe o Horsgetad, Barfampony
KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

* Reports have emerged from West Bengal
regarding large-scale exclusion of voters
during a Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls.

e Several individuals, despite submitting valid
documents (including legacy data from 1952
electoral rolls), have been declared “doubtful
voters” (D-voters).

e The Election Commission of India has initiated
such revisions to ensure electoral integrity, but
implementation issues have triggered
widespread grievances.

* The Supreme Court of India has recently
emphasized that the right to vote and be
included in electoral rolls is both
constitutional and integral to democracy.

Key Points

e D-voter Concept: Individuals whose citizenship
is under doubt; must prove eligibility before
tribunals.

* Mass Exclusions: Lakhs reportedly excluded
due to “logical discrepancies” or
documentation gaps.

* Inconsistency: Cases where members of the
same family are treated differently despite
similar documents.

e Burden of Proof: Citizens required to approach
tribunals and provide legacy documents.

* Impact on Professionals: Even government
servants (police, armed forces personnel) have
faced exclusion.

e Human Rights Concerns: Social stigma of being
labelled “illegal” or “foreigner”.

e Administrative Issues: Allegations of unscientific
and hurried implementation of SIR.

Static Linkages

e Article 326: Universal Adult Suffrage

e Representation of the People Act, 1950 & 1951

e Citizenship Act, 1955

e Principles of Natural Justice (Audi Alteram
Partem)

¢ Rule of Law (Equality before Law — Article 14)

e Electoral Roll Revision Process (ECI guidelines)

e Quasi-judicial tribunals (Foreigners Tribunals
concept in Assam context)

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Ensures clean and accurate electoral rolls
e Prevents illegal voting and electoral fraud
e Strengthens democratic legitimacy
Concerns
e Violation of natural justice if due process not
followed
e Administrative arbitrariness in document
verification
e Burden on citizens instead of the State
e Social stigma and psychological distress
e Exclusion of genuine citizens » democratic
disenfranchisement
Stakeholder Perspectives
e Citizens: Fear, harassment, identity crisis
e Government/ECI: Need for electoral integrity
e Judiciary: Balancing legality with fundamental
rights
e Civil Society: Concerns over exclusion and human
rights
Constitutional/Moral Dimensions
e Right to vote linked to democratic participation
e Ethical issue of presumption of guilt vs innocence
e Equality vs administrative convenience

Way Forward

e Ensure transparent, standardized verification
procedures

e Shift burden of proof partly to the State (use
digital databases, Aadhaar linkage cautiously)

e Establish time-bound grievance redressal
mechanisms

e Use technology (Al/data matching) to reduce
human error

e Provide legal aid and awareness to affected
citizens

e Judicial oversight to ensure due process and
fairness

e Periodic audits of SIR process by independent
bodies



Punjab’s sacrilege Bill
will have chilling effect

AISAKHI DAY this year saw the Punjab Assembly table
ahill that bears the troubling hallmarks of a regressive
anddraconian law: The. Jagat Jot SA GunuGranth Sahib
Satkar (Amendment)Bill, 2026, passed unanimously in
aspecialsession, proposes lifeimprisonmentor, at the very least,
& minimum jadl term of seven yvears along with a fine of upto Rs
25 lakh for amy person found guilty of desecrating the Guru Granth
Sahib. The Bill expands the definition of sacrilege in sweeping
and disturbing ways. It moves beyond acts of physical damage
such as burning, tearing or theft to encompass spoken, written,
symbolicand even elecironicexpressions that maybe construed
as hurting religious sentiments. In doing so, it could grant a
licence tothose who would imvoke the fig leafof “hurt sentiments™
Lo target and sikenoe othérs, Coming inthe nin-uplo the assembly
elections next year, the AAP govemment appears not merely in-
tenton courting a section of the electorate but also on assenting
authority overthe Shiromani Gurds Parbandl
‘which has historically controlled purdwara affalr, by mandating
strieter oversight overthe publication of the Sikh holy book.
The BHI, the third of its kind, s the mest stringent. The first,

tabled in 2016 by the Akali-BP government, wasrejected by the
‘Centre for discriminating against other religions, while the sec-
«and, brought induring the Congress government in 2018, did niot
recgive the Governor's assent. [isintreduction comes monethan
adecade after a series of sacrilege incidents rocked the state in
2015, On.June 1 that year, the Gur Granth Sahibwas stolen from
agurddwara in Burj Jewahar Singh Wala village in Faridkot, Four
moniths kater, its tor pages were found in neighbouring Bargari
village, along with anonymous pesters clalming the act was ret-
ribution foralleged disrespect to the head of the Sirsa-based Dera
Sacha Sauda. The protests that followed were seen tobethe final
nail in the coffin of the then Akali government. The case drags
«on, becoming an issue in elections,

It is unforunate that the AAP govemment has chosen to re-
kindle these embers, even as Punjab grapples with urgent chal-
lenges: The menace of gangsters and extortion, the scourge of
drugs, ak y, and d coflers, The Bill
has trigpered disqulet in a state that has long prided itselfon its
secular ethos, despite the intricate interplay of religion and
paolitics in s public life. There can be no greater Irony than that
this legislation wastabled on Baisalkdi, when GunaGobind Singh
founded the Khalsa by uniting five men from diverse back-
groundsacross India, transcendingthe barrers of caste and creed
‘tocreate a fellowship.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

The Punjab Assembly passed the Jagat Jot Sri
Guru Granth Sahib Satkar (Amendment) Bill,
2026 unanimously during a special session on
Baisakhi.

The Bill proposes life imprisonment or a
minimum of 7 years’ imprisonment along with a
fine up to ¥25 lakh for desecration of Guru
Granth Sahib.

It expands the definition of sacrilege to include
spoken, written, symbolic, and electronic
expressions.

Comes in the backdrop of 2015 sacrilege
incidents in Faridkot (Burj Jawahar Singh Wala
& Bargari).

Earlier attempts (2016, 2018) failed due to
constitutional concerns and lack of assent.
Raises concerns about political motivations
involving the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee and the ruling Aam Aadmi Party
government.

Tabled on Baisakhi, marking the founding of
the Khalsa by Guru Gobind Singh.

Key Points

Stringent Punishment: Life imprisonment or
minimum 7 years.

Expanded Scope: Includes non-physical acts
(speech, digital content).

Legal Concerns: Broad definition may
criminalize dissent or free expression.
Political Context: Linked with electoral
considerations and religious mobilization.

Historical Sensitivity: Rooted in unresolved
sacrilege cases (2015).

Federal Issue: Past central rejection due to
discriminatory nature (only one religion protected).
Social Impact: Potential to disturb Punjab’s secular
fabric.

Static Linkages

Article 19(1)(a): Freedom of speech and expression.
Article 19(2): Reasonable restrictions (public order,
morality, etc.).

Article 25: Freedom of religion.

Doctrine of reasonable classification (Article 14).
IPC Sections 295-298: Offences relating to religion.
Secularism as part of Basic Structure (Kesavananda
Bharati case).

Role of religious institutions in India’s polity
(historical evolution).

Law & Order as a State subject (Seventh Schedule).

Critical Analysis
Pros

Addresses public outrage over sacrilege incidents.
Acts as a deterrent against religious desecration.
Reinforces respect for religious sentiments.

May help maintain law and order in sensitive
contexts.

Cons

Overbroad definition risks misuse against dissent.
Potential violation of Article 19(1)(a) (free speech).
Selective protection may violate Article 14
(equality).

Encourages majoritarian or identity-based politics.
May lead to vigilantism or false accusations.
Overlaps with existing IPC provisions - legal
redundancy.

Stakeholder Perspectives

Government: Law & order, political consolidation.
Religious Bodies: Protection of sanctity.

Civil Society: Concern over civil liberties.
Judiciary: Likely to test constitutional validity.

Way Forward

Ensure religion-neutral legislation covering all
faiths.

Define sacrilege precisely to avoid ambiguity.
Strengthen existing IPC provisions instead of
duplication.

Safeguards against misuse (e.g., prior sanction for
FIR).

Promote interfaith dialogue and social harmony.
Focus governance on core issues: drugs, economy,
law & order.

Judicial review to ensure constitutional compliance.



Onnuclear energy, an
Indian milestone

HE ATTAINMENT of criticality by the Prototype Fast
Breeder Reactor in Kalpakkam, Tamil Nadu, is a long-
awaited milestone that marks agenerational shift inIn-
dia's use of nuclear energy. It represents the beginning
of the realisation of the vision of the founding fathers of India's
atomic energy programme over seven decades ago, The fast
breeder reactorsare incredibly more challengingto design, build
andoperate, compared tothe Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors
thatare the mainstay of India’s nuclear sector. But more thanthe
technological accomplishment, the commencement of the sec-
ond stage of India’s three-stage nucear programme signifies an
important step forward in securing the couniry’s energy inde-
pendence and strategic autonony in the coming decades.

For long viewed with suspicion and considered a safety risk,
nuclearenergyis now seen as acritical source of clean and abun-
dantenergy, essential tosatisfy the growing energy requirements
inaworld that iscompelled to reduce, and progressively elimin-
ate, its dependence on fossil fuels. For India, it is even more criti-
cal, becauseit has the potential tofree up, or at least significantly
reduce, dependence on energy imports that make the country
vulnerable to external shocks. India’s nuclear sector is also de-
pendent on other countries, because the main fuel, uranium, is
notadequately available inthe country. Itistothe credit of Homi
Bhabhaand his generationof Indian nuclearscientists that they
articulated the three-stage pathway — the third stage is about
using thorium as the main fuel, found in abundance in India.

‘Travelling on the three-stage pathway was never going to be
easy. The first test fast breeder reactor could only be built in the
early 2000z, Several times during this journey, it appeared that
Indiahad lost focus. The attainment of criticality at Kalpakkam,
hopefully, will put the transitionon the fast track once again. The
news from Kalpakkam suggeststhat India is finally making seri-
ous efforts for rapid expansion of its nuclear sector. The setting
up of a nuclear energy mission, the enactment of the SHANTI
Act, the push for development of SMRs, openingup of the nuclear
sector for private participation, are all vital steps inthis direction.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

India’s Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor (PFBR)
at Kalpakkam has achieved criticality (self-
sustaining nuclear chain reaction).

It marks the operationalisation of Stage-Il of
India’s three-stage nuclear programme
envisioned by Homi J. Bhabha.

The PFBR is developed by BHAVINI under the
Department of Atomic Energy.

Comes amid India’s push for clean energy
transition and energy security.
Complemented by policy measures like
nuclear energy mission, SMR development,
and private participation.

Key Points

o Fast Breeder Reactor (FBR):Uses fast
neutrons (no moderator).

o Converts fertile material (U-238/Th-232)
into fissile fuel (Pu-239/U-233).

o Produces more fuel than it consumes -
“breeder”.

a.India’s Three-Stage Nuclear
Programme:Stage |: Pressurised Heavy
Water Reactors (PHWRs) using natural
uranium.

b.Stage II: Fast Breeder Reactors using
plutonium.

c.Stage Ill: Thorium-based reactors (U-233
fuel cycle).

o Significance of PFBR:Reduces dependence
on imported uranium.

o Unlocks thorium potential (India has ~25% of
global thorium reserves).

o Enhances energy independence & strategic
autonomy.

o Supports India’s net-zero commitments (2070).

o Technological Aspects:Uses liquid sodium as
coolant (high efficiency, low pressure).
High safety and engineering complexity.
Policy Push:SHANTI Act (proposed reforms in
nuclear sector governance).
Promotion of Small Modular Reactors (SMRs).

o Opening nuclear sector to private sector
participation.

Static Linkages

Nuclear fission: splitting of heavy nuclei releasing
energy and neutrons.

Chain reaction: controlled vs uncontrolled
reactions.

Fertile vs fissile materials: U-238, Th-232 vs U-235,
Pu-239.

India’s limited uranium but abundant thorium
reserves.

Basics of neutron moderation and reactor types.
Role of atomic energy in reducing carbon emissions.

Critical Analysis
Advantages:

Ensures long-term energy security.

Supports low-carbon energy transition.

Reduces vulnerability to global fuel supply shocks.
Strengthens strategic autonomy in nuclear
technology.

Challenges:

High capital cost and long gestation period.

Safety concerns (sodium coolant risks, radiation
hazards).

Limited public acceptance due to past nuclear
fears.

Complex technology requiring skilled workforce.
Regulatory and liability issues (civil nuclear liability
law).

Stakeholder Perspectives:

Government: Energy security + climate goals.
Scientists: Technological breakthrough.
Environmentalists: Mixed—clean but risky.
Local communities: Safety and displacement
concerns.

Way Forward

Accelerate thorium-based reactor R&D.
Strengthen independent nuclear regulatory
framework.

Expand public-private partnerships cautiously.
Improve safety protocols & transparency.
Integrate nuclear with renewables for energy mix
stability.

Invest in human resource development in nuclear
sciences.



Trump is blockading the
system that America built

5
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ANILRAMAN

Trump
understands
something that
makes this
miore than just
reckless: The
painofa
blockade
would mostly
hurt other
countries. This
WIS never
India’s war,or

STALKSin Isdamabad failed,
President Denald Trump
anncunced that the LS Navy
would immediatcly start
blockading the Strait of

Hormuz, one of the world's mest impos-
tant waterways. The order is broad:
American naval forces must stopand in-
spect any ship entering or leaving
the stralt, Ships that have pabd transic
feesto lranwill be intercepted inintema-
tional waters. Iranian mines in the
stralt are to be destroved, [f any Iranian
force flreson American ships.or commer-
cial vessels, the response will be
everwhelming force. Tramp also sald
that at some poing, the Usmillitary would
“finish ups the lintle that is beft of Iran™,
There was no consultation with allies,
no kegal framework, and no operational
pilan. There wasnosignthat anyone in his
administration had considered what
winlld happen next, It was just asoclal
sreclia post threatening to blow Irankins
1o hell”,

A fiith of the world's ofl passed
through the Surait of Hormuz every day
before the war began. But Trump undes-
stands something that makes this more
thian juist reckless: The pain of a blockade
woithdl mvostly hurt other countries. This
was never Imdia's war, or Japan's, South
Korea's, of Germany's. These countries
did not choose this confrontation. Most
eriied 10 stay out of it, keeping diplomatic
channets openwith Techran while manag-
Engthelr own complicated theswith Wash-
Egton. They have no say in American for-
elgn policy and no seat at the table,

Yei. the consequences of the an-
nouneement fall directly on them. The
US, now the woeld's largest ofl producer,
s mastly protected from Gulf encrgy dis-
ruptions. Last week, Trump posted that
emnply tankers were already heading to
thie US to be fllled with American ofl. In
eaher words, the blockade ks also a market

Tran has spent decades preparing for
this. Sea mines, anti-ship missiles, fast
boat swarms. and provy networks strech
acToss the reglon. These are tools bullt
specifically 1o make American naval op-
eratlons costly and complicated ina cone
fined space like the Stralt of Hormuz,
What stands out is that there is no plan
beyond immediate American gain. A
bloscksds |ike this needs panners to help
share the legal and military responsibil-
ines. There should be a clear bdea of haw
Iran might respond and how to handie i,
There also noeds to be a serse of what suc.
cess looks like and how to achieve i The
announcement had none of this.

This pattern is now famillar. Tarlff
anno. sent Kets il
chaos while American negotistors waited
for other countries to give in, Ceasefire
talks left allies confused and adversaries
planning their nest move. The habitof
maaking Hg public demands continued,
with ne plan for what comes next,
What seems like bold pressure is, ona
closer look, 2 conslstent patierm: Create s
crists, make sure others pay the price, and
take whatever advantage can be found in
the confusbon.

For Indla, this Is a direct problem,
Uil bt a lot from Uhe GulL and mail-
Hionsof ndixn workers in the region send
money home, New Delhl has spent years
buxililing ties with both Washington and
Tehran. Being forced to pick sides svery
time America confronts [ran is simply
to0 costly, When America creates crlses
that help it bat hiart others, it puts that
pressureon India, too, The bigger harm k
tothe international arder. The US bullt
much of its post-war reputation on
keeping global trade routesand sea Lanes
open foreveryone, A president who closes.
one of the world's busiest waterways,
while raking sitre American oil exporters
benefit fram the chaos, Is abandoning
that role and taking advaniage of the

Proxy networks across West Asia.

Global ImpactOil price volatility and supply shocks.
Disruption of maritime trade routes.

Insurance and freight costs surge.

India-Specific Concernsimports ~60% of crude oil
from West Asia (Economic Survey).

~9 million Indian diaspora in Gulf (MEA data).
Strategic balancing between US and Iran diplomacy.

O O O O O

o

Static Linkages

India’s energy security depends heavily on imports
(~85% crude import dependence).

Freedom of navigation is a principle under United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.
Chokepoints in world geography: Hormuz, Malacca,
Bab-el-Mandeb (NCERT Geography).

Concept of “Global Commons” and sea lanes of
communication (SLOCs).

Jm:lanl'-‘.i.éomh strategy: Cut off Gulf supply, shift  system be inherited.
b demand to Ameriean producers, and

Germanmy'’s call it natlonal security, That ks thuggery
with fair.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e The Strait of Hormuz has emerged as a
flashpoint after the US (under Donald Trump)
reportedly proposed naval blockading
measures against Iran.

e The proposal includes inspection of ships,
interception of vessels linked to Iran, and use
of force if provoked.

e The Strait handles ~20% of global oil trade (as
per EIA estimates), making it one of the most
critical energy chokepoints.

* The move comes amid escalating tensions in
West Asia, with implications for global trade,
energy security, and geopolitics.

* Major economies like India, Japan, and
Germany are indirectly affected due to
dependence on Gulf oil.

The writer és 0 research felow st
the Takshashila institution

Key Points

o Strategic ImportanceConnects Persian Gulf
oil producers (Saudi Arabia, UAE, Kuwait,
Iraq, Iran) to global markets.

o Narrow width (~33 km at narrowest point)
makes it highly vulnerable to disruptions.

o US Strategic IntentNaval dominance and
pressure on lran.

o Potential economic strategy: shift global
demand toward US oil exports.

o Minimal dependence on Gulf oil due to
shale revolution.

o lIran’s CapabilitiesAnti-access/area denial
(A2/AD): sea mines, anti-ship missiles, fast
attack crafts.

e [ndia’s strategic initiatives: SAGAR doctrine (Security
and Growth for Allin the Region).
e Role of Indian Navy in securing maritime trade routes.

Critical Analysis
Pros (from US perspective)
e Strengthens strategic deterrence against Iran.
e Enhances US energy export opportunities.
e Demonstrates naval supremacy.
Cons
e Violates international norms of free navigation
(UNCLOS concerns).
e Risks military escalation in a sensitive region.
e Economic coercion affecting neutral countries.
For India
o NegativeRising oil prices = inflation, fiscal pressure.
o Threat to diaspora safety.
o Strategic dilemma between US and Iran.
o Limited OpportunitiesDiversification of energy
imports (Russia, renewables).
o Strengthening strategic autonomy.
Global Concerns
e Undermines rules-based international order.
e Sets precedent for unilateral control of global
commons.
e |ncreases instability in already volatile West Asia.

Way Forward

e Promote multilateral dialogue involving US, Iran, EU,
and regional players.

e Strengthen international legal frameworks under
UNCLOS.

e |ndia to:
o Diversify crude sources (Russia, Africa, renewables).
o Expand strategic petroleum reserves.
o Enhance naval capabilities in Indian Ocean Region.

e Push for de-escalation diplomacy via forums like UN.

e Develop resilient global supply chains to reduce
chokepoint dependency.
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